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From  the  Desk 
of  the 
President 

Kenneth  Waite 


The  festivities  of  the  holidays  are  memories.  It  is  the  time  of  year  when  we, 
like  the  Roman  god  Janus,  look  back  on  the  accomplishments  of  the  past 
year  and  forward  to  plans  for  the  year  ahead.  Gardening  urges  are  stimulated 
by  the  arrival  of  the  first  seed  catalog  of  the  season.  Weather  conditions  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  prohibit  garden  activities.  What  better  time  to 
update  iris  records  or  just  relax  by  the  fireside  while  envisioning  first  time 
bloom  on  new  acquisitions,  and  for  some,  the  anticipation  and  hopes  for  the 
seedling  patch.  A  Dykes  Medal  contender?  Probably  not,  but  that  improve¬ 
ment  in  color,  branching,  bud  count,  overall  plant  vigor  and  disease  resis¬ 
tance  that  we  strive  for  is  always  a  challenge  and  possibility. 

The  winter  lull  of  activities  may  be  a  good  time  for  sections  and  regions  to 
evaluate  their  by-laws.  Are  they  up  to  date  by  today’s  standards?  Are  there 
ambiguous  phrasings?  Many  internal  problems  may  be  avoided  if  the  by-laws 
are  clearly  understood  and  followed.  AIS  policy  is  not  to  intervene  except  in 
the  most  extreme  cases. 

There  are  several  changes  in  Standing  Committee  Chairmen.  Three  new 
Directors  are  seated  on  the  board.  Please  check  the  listings  in  the  Bulletin  or 
minutes  of  the  Fall  Board  Meeting  in  Indianapolis  for  changes.  The  three 
retiring  Directors  are  Catherine  Long  Gates,  James  Copeland,  and  Walter 
Machulak.  Their  services  to  the  Society  have  been  long  and  meritorious  and 
are  appreciated.  Their  efforts  to  keep  the  Society  moving  forward  will  be 
missed.  It  is  hoped  they  will  continue  to  serve  the  Society  in  other  capacities. 

Three  new  directors,  Jean  Witt,  Clarence  Mahan,  and  Harold  Stahly,  are 
welcomed  to  the  Board  of  Directors.  Their  experience  in  National,  Regional 
and  Sectional  affairs  of  AIS  will  be  most  beneficial  to  the  future  operation  of 
the  Society  as  proposals  are  deliberated  and  actions  taken. 

The  American  Iris  Society  was  deeply  saddened  by  the  loss  of  Lucy  Fry, 
Membership  Contest  Chairman.  She  was  very  dedicated  to  her  responsibility 
and  had  updated  the  contest  procedures.  Many  thanks  to  her  spouse,  Jim 
Fry,  for  completing  her  work  on  this  year’s  contest  during  this  difficult  time. 

Plans  for  1992  should  include  a  trip  to  the  National  Convention  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  If  one  has  never  enjoyed  the  excitement  of  fellowship  and  learning 
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experience  offered,  a  unique  adventure  awaits. Try  it, and  you  will  be  antici¬ 
pating  the  next  one  to  renew  friendships  made,  make  new  ones,  tour  new 
gardens  and  view  the  newest  irises  that  hybridizers  have  created.  Hope  to 
meet  you  there. 
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NEW  DIRECTORS 

CLARENCE  MAHAN 

Clarence  E.  Mahan  was  born  and  reared  as  a  farm  boy  in  western  Ohio.  He 
has  degrees  in  history  from  the  University  of  Maryland  and  American  Univer¬ 
sity,  and  he  has  a  Master  of  Business  Administration  degree  from  Syracuse 
University.  His  military  service  with  the  U.S.  Army,  from  1959  to  1962,  was  at 
Fort  Knox,  Kentucky  and  Seoul,  Korea.  Clarence  is  a  career  member  of  the 
U.S.  Civil  Service  and  has  held  positions  with  the  Army,  Air  Force,  and 
Defense  Communications  Agency  in  Washington,  Korea,  and  Japan.  He  has 
also  served  as  Deputy  Comptroller  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Energy  and  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA).  He  is  currently  Director  of  Research 
Program  Management  with  the  EPA.  In  1983,  Clarence  was  awarded  the  rank 
of  Meritorious  Executive  by  President  Reagan. 

Suky  and  Clarence  have  been  married  for  twenty-nine  years  and  have  two 
children.  Daughter  Christiane,  whose  fruit  pizza  made  such  a  hit  at  the  1991 
AIS  Convention,  works  as  a  program  analyst  for  the  National  Institute  of  Health 
and  attends  George  Mason  University.  Their  son  is  a  physician  in  Richmond, 
Virginia.  The  Mahan  Garden,  The  Iris  Pond,  was  on  the  garden  tour  program 
at  the  latest  convention. 

The  iris  is  the  favorite  flower  of  both  the  Mahans.  Suky  is  partial  to  beardless 
irises,  especially  Siberians  and  Japanese,  but  Clarence  loves  them  all  and 
has  no  favorite  type  or  class.  He  does  say  that  until  last  year,  his  favorite 
cultivar  was  the  Japanese  iris  ROSE  QUEEN,  but  it  now  has  to  take  second 
place  to  the  tall  bearded  cultivar  SUKY  (Mahan  91 ).  Clarence  enjoys  hybridiz¬ 
ing  irises,  especially  remontants.  The  Iris  Pond  has  introduced  several  of  his 
new  irises,  as  well  as  varieties  hybridized  by  Carol  Warner,  Sterling  Innerst,  D. 
C.  Nearpass,  George  Crossman,  and  Dick  Sparling. 

Clarence  has  held  several  offices  in  his  local  AIS  chapter,  the  Chesapeake 
and  Potomoc  Iris  Society,  and  he  is  very  proud  of  the  fact  that  this  society 
holds  three  shows  each  year,  including  one  for  Japanese  irises  and  one  in  the 
fall  for  rebloomers.  He  has  served  as  editor  of  the  Region  4  NEWSCAST  for 
several  years  and  is  currently  Historian  for  the  region.  He  was  General 
Chairman  of  the  1991  convention  and  has  served  as  President  of  the  Society 
for  Japanese  Irises  and  Historic  Iris  Preservation  Society.  He  is  eastern 
director  for  the  Reblooming  Iris  Society.  He  also  belongs  to  many  iris  robins 
and  has  written  numerous  articles  for  society  publications  and  horticultural 
magazines. 

Although  Clarence  and  Suky  belong  to  many  plant  societies,  Clarence 
says  their  first  love  is,  and  will  always  be,  AIS.  “We  have  so  many  wonderful 
friends  in  AIS  that  Suky  and  I  could  not  imagine  a  full  life  without  active 
participation  in  the  Society’s  programs.”  He  is  an  avid  collector  of  iris  books 
and  literature  and  has  a  large  library  devoted  to  irises.  Clarence  is  currently 
working  on  a  book  on  historic  irises,  but  he  believes  it  will  not  be  completed 
until  after  his  planned  retirement  in  1994. 
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HAROLD  (HAL)  STAHLY 

Ha!  Stahly  is  no  stranger  to  members  of  The  American  Iris  Society.  He 
served  as  RVP  of  Region  6  before  becoming  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors.  During  his  tenure  on  the  Board,  he  served  as  President.  He  also 
served  as  General  Chairman  of  the  1976  Convention  in  Michigan.  In  addition 
to  the  positions  he  has  held,  Hal  has  also  been  a  member  of  many  important 
committees  for  AIS  over  the  years. 

As  a  hybridizer,  Hal  has  introduced  several  irises,  usually  IBs,  BBs,  or  TBs. 
He  sells  irises  commercially,  and  through  his  garden  several  other 
hybridizers  have  made  their  creations  available  to  the  public.  Because  of  his 
outstanding  work  in  many  areas,  Hal’s  contributions  to  AIS  are  well  known. 

Hal  recently  retired  after  forty  years  of  teaching.  He  finds  many  things  to 
keep  him  busy,  among  them  enjoying  six  grandchildren  and  looking  forward 
to  the  arrival  of  some  new  ones  in  1992.  His  wife,  Dorothy,  has  become 
interested  in  needlepoint  and  quilting,  and  she  has  involved  Hal  in  such 
things  as  setting  up  a  quilt  show  and  then  working  at  it. 

JEAN  WITT 

Jean  Witt  has  been  a  member  of  AIS  since  1947,  and  she  has  been 
interested  in  irises  since  childhood.  She  grew  up  on  an  apple  orchard  in 
eastern  Washington,  but  she  has  lived  in  the  suburbs  of  Seattle  since  1943. 
Jean  majored  in  botany  at  Washington  State,  and  while  she  was  there,  she 
met  her  future  husband,  Joe.  After  he  served  a  time  in  the  army  and  she 
worked  on  the  waterfront  as  an  ammunition  inspector,  they  were  married  and 
returned  to  Washington  State  to  work  on  MS  degrees  in  botany.  They  reached 
their  goals  in  1948.  Three  daughters  were  born  to  Joe  and  Jean,  and  Jean 
enjoys  her  six  grandchildren. 

Joe’s  position  as  a  curator  of  plant  collections  led  to  many  horticultural 
activities  for  Jean.  She  is  currently  chairman  of  an  Arboretum  Unit  and  is 
involved  with  arboretum  plant  sales.  She  began  hybridizing  irises  in  the  early 
1950’s,  specializing  in  MTBs.  Later  she  discovered  species  and  the  pos¬ 
sibilities  of  inter-species  hybrids.  She  has  registered  several  irises,  beginning 
with  ICE  FAIRY,  which  won  the  Williamson-White  Award  in  1973.  She  has  also 
been  instrumental  in  the  introduction  of  new  species  materials  from  overseas 
and  for  the  distribution  of  the  “Alaska  Blue”  strain  of  I.  setosa,  a  much  better 
form  than  there  previously  was  in  cultivation. 

Jean  spent  six  years  as  SIGNA  seed  exchange  chairman,  has  conducted 
MTB  robins  since  1951,  and  belongs  to  several  sections  of  AIS.  She  contrib¬ 
uted  text  and  drawings  for  THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES,  drawings  for  the  mono¬ 
graph  on  Siberian  irises,  articles  for  the  AIS  Bulletin,  sectional  publications, 
Pacific  Horticulture,  and  Sunset  Magazine,  among  others.  SIGNA  recently 
published  a  set  of  her  watercolors  of  species  irises.  Jean  is  an  Emeritus 
Judge,  and  she  received  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal  from  AIS  in  1982. 
She  recently  helped  complete  the  book  on  woody  plants  on  which  her 
husband  had  been  working  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
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THREE  NEW  DIRECTORS 
BEGIN  BOARD  TERMS 


Hal  Stahly 
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Atlanta 

ffiwneA'  m,  /,99J> 

American  Iris  Society  Convention 
April  28  -  May  2,  1992 
Atlanta,  Georgia 

Convention  The  Stouffer  Waverly  Hotel  Directions:  Off  U.S. 
Headquarters— 2450  Galleria  Parkway  41  at  1-285  in  North  - 

Atlanta,  GA  30339  west  Atlanta  area. 

Local  (404)  953-4500.  Toll  free  (800)  468-3571 

Rates:  Single  =  $105.00  Triple  =  $120.00 
Double  =  109.00  Quad.  =  130.00 
All  Rates  are  Exclusive  of  Motel,  State  and  Local  Taxes  (13%) 

Please  make  reservations  directly  with  the  Stouffer  Waverly,  using  the 
card  enclosed  with  your  registration  pack.  If  you  reserve  by  phone,  state 
that  you  are  attending  AIS  Convention  to  assure  you  of  reduced  rates.  All 
rooms  blocked  for  the  convention  which  are  not  reserved  by  April  7, 
1992  will  be  released  to  the  general  public.  Hotel  check-in  time  is  3:00 
p.m check-out  12  noon.  Free  public  parking  is  adjacent  to  hotel.  Airport 
Transportation  information  will  be  sent  with  Registration  Packet. 


Registration  Fees:  Postmarked  before  March  4  $162.50 

Received  by  April  1  $185.00 

Received  after  April  1  $205.00 

Youth  Registration  (18  and  under)  $120.00 

Registrations  are  closed  April  22. 


Partial  Registration:  Specify  if  you  don’t  plan  to  attend  any  below: 

Welcome  Dinner:  Subtract  $10.00  Awards  Banquet:  Subtract  $25.00 
All  Gardens  (buses,  gardens,  lunches  are  package  deal):  Subtract  $45.00 

Optional  Tours:  Tour  #1:  $  35.00  Tour  #2:  $  18.00 

Tour  #3:  $  20.00  Tour  #4:  $  20.00 

Optional  Tours  are  based  on  demand  and  bus  seating  of  people  taking 
tour;  your  money  will  be  refunded  in  case  of  cancellation  of  tour. 
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Make  checks  payable  to  1992  A1S  Convention  and  mail  to: 

Frank  L.  Johnson 
102  Blossom  Cir. 

Westminster,  SC  29693 

Refunds:  If  it  is  necessary  to  cancel  a  registration,  full  refund  is  assured  if 
registrar  is  notified  by  March  4, 1992;  50%  refund  if  notified  by 
March  24,  1992,  NO  REFUNDS  THEREAFTER. 

When  making  your  convention  registration,  please  indicate  if  (1)  you  are 
an  AIS  Boardmember,  (2)  you  are  a  hybridizer  who  has  introduced  irises, 
(3)  if  you  are  current  RVP  or  Judge.  Give  a  nickname  if  you  would  like  it 
used  on  Nametag,  and  indicate  if  special  meals  are  needed. 

Please  see  page  7,  October,  1991  AIS  Bulletin  for  information  on  Delta 
Airline  Special  fares. 

OPTIONAL  TOURS  of  ATLANTA  HIGHLIGHTS 

TOUR  1 

CALLAWAY  GARDENS 

Tuesday,  April  28,  1992  8:00  a.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 

Discover  the  world  of  tranquility  and  beauty  at  Georgia’s  Callaway 
Gardens,  a  wonderland  of  wild  woods  and  native  flowering  species, 
sparkling  lakes,  and  hidden  trails.  There  are  over  700  varieties  of  culti¬ 
vated  azaleas  as  well  as  one  of  the  largest  collections  of  native  species  in 
the  Southeast  that  bloom  from  late  March  through  May. 

You  will  visit  two  very  special  park  features,  the  first  being  the  John  A. 
Sibley  Horticultural  Center,  a  three  structure,  5  acre  greenhouse/garden 
complex  complete  with  2  story  waterfall. 

The  newest  addition  to  the  Gardens,  the  Cecil  B.  Day  Butterfly  Center, 
features  the  largest  glass  enclosed  tropical  butterfly  garden  in  North 
America.  It  houses  one  thousand  “flying  flowers,”  as  well  as  hum¬ 
mingbirds  and  pheasants  in  a  lush  jungle-like  setting.  A  living  plant  wall 
features  cascading  flowering  vines  and  shrubs  that  provide  nectar  for  the 
butterflies.  As  part  of  this  wall,  water  flows  through  a  channel  with 
intermediate  small  waterfalls. 

You  will  enjoy  lunch  at  the  lovely  Callaway  Gardens  Inn,  a  plentiful 
buffet  featuring  garden  grown  specialties. 

The  cost  of  this  wonderful  tour  is  $35.00.  Please  include  this  in  your 
convention  registration  check  Deadline  for  registration  for  this  tour  is 
April  1,  1992. 


TOUR  2 

Wednesday,  April  29,  1992  8:30  a.m.  - 12:30  p.m. 

GEORGIA  GOVERNOR  S  MANSION 


This  1968  Greek  Revival  Mansion  reflects  an  architectural  style  popu¬ 
lar  in  the  South  during  the  first  half  of  the  19th  century.  Thirty  massive 
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fluted  columns  surround  this  rectangular  brick  house.  Ornamental  details 
are  also  patterned  on  neoclassical  designs. 

The  interior  of  the  house  is  furnished  with  many  valuable  and  notewor¬ 
thy  early  19th  century  English  and  American  made  pieces  of  furniture 
that  reflect  the  same  artistic  preference  as  the  mansion’s  Greek  Revival 
architecture. 


ATLANTA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

The  Atlanta  Historical  Society,  or  History  Center  as  it  has  become 
known,  consists  of  30  acres  of  gardens  and  woodland  trails.  It  includes 
McElreath  Hall,  which  houses  a  museum  containing  one  of  the  finest  Civil 
War  exhibits  in  the  country,  several  exhibits  of  Atlanta’s  history,  an 
extensive  research  library/archives,  and  a  museum  shop.  A  special  exhibit 
at  convention  time  will  be  the  Gone  With  the  Wind  exhibit.  Margaret 
Mitchell  was  a  native  Georgian  and  made  her  home  in  Atlanta. 

Also  on  the  grounds  is  the  Tullie  Smith  House  and  farm.  The  house 
was  built  in  1840  and  is  a  plain  style  plantation  house  typical  of  a  pre -Civil 
War  working  farm.  A  number  of  outbuildings  gives  one  a  glimpse  into 
what  life  in  the  1840’s  on  the  Georgia  frontier  was  really  like. 

We  go  from  one  era  and  time  to  another  when  we  enter  the  grounds  of 
the  Swan  House.  This  1928  exquisite  expression  of  20th  century  classi¬ 
cism  rises  above  a  series  of  gentle  terraces  and  cascading  fountains.  The 
Swan  motif,  from  which  the  house  takes  it’s  name  is  repeated  in  architec¬ 
tural  detail  throughout  the  house.  This  perfect  example  of  Palladian-style 
architectural  was  designed  by  Philip  Shutze  for  an  Atlanta  family  whose 
fortunes  were  made  in  railroads,  cotton,  banking,  and  real  estate. 

The  cost  for  this  enlighten  tour  is  $18.00  per  ticket  Please  include  this 
in  your  convention  registration  check.  Deadline  for  registration  for  this 
tour  is  April  1,  1992. 


TOUR  3 

ATLANTA  BOTANICAL  GARDENS 
Wednesday,  April  29,  1992  8:30  a.m.  - 12:30  p.m. 

1:30  p.m.  -  5:30  p.m. 

No  trip  to  Atlanta  in  the  Spring  would  be  complete  without  a  visit  to  the 
Atlanta  Botanical  Gardens.  Only  5  minutes  from  downtown,  this  tranquil 
oasis  bordering  Piedmont  Park  is  a  must  on  any  visitors  list  of  places  to 
see.  In  the  garden  are  many  demonstration  gardens  which  include  rose, 
herb,  Japanese,  rock,  and  iris  which  are  dispersed  among  plantings  of 
outstanding  perennials  and  annuals,  as  well  as  unusual  trees  and  shrubs. 

Of  special  interest  may  be  a  newly  planted  iris  garden  which  was  made 
possible  by  the  Iris  Garden  Club  of  Atlanta. 

Another  new  addition  is  the  Fuqua  Conservatory  which  contains 
thousands  of  rare  and  endangered  tropical  and  desert  plants  from 
around  the  world. 
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The  third  component  in  the  complex  is  a  15  acre  hardwood  forest  of 
walking  trails.  Here  you’ll  see  many  native  plants,  trees,  and  wild  flowers. 

ATLANTA  CYCLORAMA 

The  Cyclorama  is  a  unique  memorial  to  the  Battle  of  Atlanta  fought 
during  the  Civil  War.  It  is  situated  within  Grant  Park  where  Zoo  Atlanta 
also  makes  it’s  home. 

The  50  foot  high,  400  foot  circumference  painting  in  the  round  has 
three  dimensional  figures,  sound  and  light  effects  with  narration  to  relive 
this  famous  1864  Civil  war  battle.  It  was  completed  in  1884  and  is  one  of 
the  few  cyclorama  paintings  in  existence  today. 

A  new  building  was  built  in  1985  to  accommodate  this  exhibition  and 
display  the  painting  in  such  a  way  as  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  viewing 
public.  The  impact  it  now  has  gives  one  a  feeling  of  being  in  the  middle  of 
a  battlefield.  The  painting,  which  had  deteriorated  over  the  years,  was  in 
real  danger  of  being  lost.  The  Citizens  of  Atlanta  were  instrumental  in 
saving  the  painting.  With  the  help  of  many  and  the  City  itself  began  on 
the  new  building  and  the  painting.  Many  artisans  worked  painstakingly 
long  hours  under  adverse  conditions  to  restore  the  painting  to  its  original 
condition  and  beauty. 

The  cost  of  this  tour  is  $20.00  per  ticket.  Please  include  this  in  your 
convention  registration  check.  Deadline  for  registration  for  this  tour  is 
April  1,  1992. 


TOUR  4 

Wednesday,  April  29,  1992  1:30  p.m.  -  5:30  p.m. 

ATLANTA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

The  first  stop  on  Tour  3  will  be  the  Atlanta  Historical  Society.  Details  for 
this  tour  are  listed  in  the  description  of  Tour  2. 

THE  WORLD  OF  COCA-COLA 

Situated  adjacent  to  Underground  Atlanta,  a  favorite  destination  of 
many  visitors,  “The  World  of  Coca-Cola”  is  a  truly  memorable  part  of 
any  visit  to  Atlanta. 

Visitors  pass  under  a  three-dimensional  Coca-Cola  globe  suspended 
18  feet  above  the  ground  and  move  into  a  spectacular  skylit  atrium  that 
rises  three  stories.  Visitors  then  move  at  their  own  pace  through  a 
fascinating,  easy-to-follow  series  of  exhibit  quadrants  connected  by 
atrium  bridges. 

In  the  first  quadrant,  a  kenetic  sculpture  offers  a  fanciful  look  at  the 
Coca-Cola  bottling  process  and  serves  as  a  spectacular  marquee  for  the 
exhibition  area.  At  this  Bottling  Fantasy,  a  display  of  the  largest  collection 
of  Coca-Cola  memorabilia  ever  assembled  begins.  You’ll  see  more  than  a 
century  of  history,  from  1886,  when  Coca-Cola  was  first  created,  to  the 
present. 
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In  the  second  quadrant,  visitors  will  find  an  exact  replica  of  a  1930’s 
soda  fountain,  where  an  old-fashioned  “soda  jerk”  will  give  frequent 
demonstrations  of  the  way  soft  drinks  were  prepared  before  the  invention 
of  modern  equipment  While  you’re  there,  delight  to  original  songs  about 
Coca-Cola  and  to  rebroadcasts  of  radio  programs  sponsored  by  the 
Company  from  1906  to  the  early  1950’s,  played  on  an  authentic  late 
1930’s  jukebox. 

The  third  quadrant  presents  a  dazzling  film  that  offers  a  special  look  at 
the  international  character  of  Coca-Cola-— through  the  video  technology 
of  the  future — made  more  dramatic  by  StereoSurround  sound.  The  final 
exhibition  quadrant  features  classic  radio  and  television  commercials  for 
Coca-Cola,  as  well  as  displays  on  the  evolution  of  packaging  and  the  first 
appearance  of  Coca-Cola  in  space. 

The  experience  ends  at  an  unforgettable  showpiece  soda  fountain  that 
dispenses  complimentary  servings  of  your  favorite  Company  soft  drinks. 

Everyone  is  going  to  want  to  visit  “The  World  of  Coca-Cola.  ” 

The  cost  of  this  amazing  tour  is  $20.00  per  ticket.  Please  include  this  in 
your  convention  registration  check.  Deadline  for  registration  for  this  tour 
is  April  1,  1992. 

“REGION  FIVE  COMES  ALIVE 

IN  1992” 

“ATLANTA”— “THE  CITY” 

Yvonne  Ward  Darnell  (Georgia) 

Atlanta,  the  capital  of  Georgia,  is  rich  both  in  history  and  in  promise. 
Chartered  in  1855,  Atlanta  as  a  center  for  railway  transportation  brought 
prosperity  but  also  brought  the  scourge  of  war  when  General  William  T. 
Sherman  burned  the  city  in  1864  because  of  its  use  to  the  Confederacy. 
Fortunately,  Atlanta  had  too  many  natural  advantages  to  be  held  back  by  this 
devastation.  Atlanta’s  geographic  location  made  her  the  logical  center  of  the 
southeastern  region  for  commerce  and  distribution  as  well  as  transportation. 

Today,  Atlanta  is  very  rich  in  cultural  life.  We  have  a  top  notch  symphony 
orchestra,  ballet  companies,  theatre  and  art  groups.  The  High  Museum  of  Art 
is  not  to  be  missed. 

Recreational  activities  are  readily  available  in  Atlanta.  Parks  are  plentiful, 
and  the  Grant  Park  Zoo  has  always  been  popular  with  children  and  adults.  We 
have  a  major  league  baseball  team,  Six  Flags  Over  Georgia,  and  Kennesaw 
National  Battlefield. 

Atlanta  is  known  as  the  dogwood  city,  hopefully  many  will  still  be  in  bloom 
when  you  are  our  guest.  Spring  showers  are  frequent,  so  don’t  forget  to  bring 
your  rain  gear. 

All  of  us  in  Region  Five  have  worked  very  hard  to  make  this  convention  a 
good  one.  Your  presence  here  will  make  it  a  great  one! 
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IRIS  PARIENSIS,  TADPOLE  SHRIMP 
AND  GAMBLING 

James  W.  Waddick  (Missouri) 

What  makes  an  iris  rare?  There  are  many  reasons.  In  the  world  of  commerce 
a  high  price  on  a  new  introduction  guarantees  rarity.  How  many  people  will 
pay  $100  or  more  for  the  Siberian  iris  SILVER  ILLUSION  or  the  Aril-bred  DEE 
MOUSE?  In  nature  a  plant  is  rare  for  a  variety  of  reasons.  It  may  be  uncommon 
because  it  only  grows  in  a  very  specific  or  remote  habitat  like  Iris  tenuis  found 
in  a  single  county  of  Oregon.  It  may  be  rare  in  cultivation  because  it  lives  in  a 
remote  area  and  has  never  been  collected  and  introduced  into  our  gardens; 
many  iris  species  fit  this  description.  Of  course  it  may  also  be  rare  for  the 
‘simple’  reason  that  it  is  not  common  in  nature  and  lives  in  a  remote  area  and 
lives  in  a  special  habitat  and  has  never  been  introduced  into  cultivation. 

This  brings  me  to  Iris  pariensis,  the  Paria  River  Iris.  The  name  may  be  totally 
unfamiliar  to  you  and  come  as  a  surprise  that  this  is  the  newest  native 
American  Iris  species.  Indulge  me  with  some  history.  In  May  of  1976  a 
graduate  student  in  the  Soil  Science  Program  at  Brigham  Young  University 
(Provo,  Utah)  collected  plants  as  part  of  the  Navajo-Kaiparowits  Environmen¬ 
tal  Impact  Study  in  southern  Utah  near  the  Arizona  border.  This  student,  Vane 
Campbell,  was  interested  in  the  relationship  of  plant  life  to  the  soil  conditions 
found  in  the  driest  areas  of  the  high  plateaus  near  Lake  Powell.  He  spent 
nearly  two  months  collecting  plants  and  making  notes  around  the  Kanab, 
Utah,  area.  Occasionally  his  advisor,  Prof.  Stanley  Welsh,  Botanist  at  BYU, 
came  down  to  work  with  him  on  plant  collections. 

In  May  of  that  year,  Mr.  Campbell  collected  two  small  plants  of  an  iris.  One 
plant  was  in  bloom,  the  other  not.  He  added  them  to  his  extensive  plant 
collections  and  asked  Dr.  Welsh  about  the  identification  of  an  iris  from  these 
dry,  near  desert,  scrub  grassland  environments.  Dr.  Welsh,  assuming  it  was 
the  ‘only’  iris  native  to  Utah,  tossed  off  the  name  Iris  missouriensis  and  the 
herbarium  specimen  was  added  to  the  tallies. 

Weeks  later,  as  the  material  was  sorted  carefully,  Dr.  Welsh  was  astounded 
to  find  that  this  specimen  was  not  Iris  missouriensis  as  he  had  assumed;  but 
was  totally  unknown  to  him.  After  back  tracking  as  much  as  he  could,  the 
mystery  remained.  Here  was  a  single  herbarium  sheet  of  a  new  species  of  Iris. 
The  original  collector,  a  soil  scientist,  not  a  botanist,  could  not  recall  exact 
details  of  the  collection  and  the  herbarium  sheet  was  labeled  somewhat 
hastily  as  follows:  “Brigham  Young  University  #166947,  Kane  Co.,  Utah.  East 
Clark  Bench,  south  of  US  Hwy  89,  T43S,  R1 E.  Sandy  soil,  found  in  semi-desert 
grass  shrub  community.  4600  ft.  Vane  Campbell.  May,  1976.” 

Years  later  as  Dr.  Welsh  was  making  final  compilations  for  a  comprehensive 
Flora  of  Utah,  he  came  across  this  herbarium  sheet,  still  labeled  I.  missourien¬ 
sis  and  decided  he  had  to  do  something  with  it.  He  published  a  full  descrip¬ 
tion  and  gave  it  the  name  Iris  pariensis  after  the  Paria  River  which  flows 
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through  the  East  Clark  Bench  area  of  southern  Utah  (Great  Basin  Naturalist 
46(2)  254-260, 1986).  The  next  year  Dr.  Welsh  et  al  published  “A  Utah  Flora” 
(Great  Basin  Naturalist  47(9),  1987).  These  descriptions  were  basically  un¬ 
noticed  by  irisarians  for  the  next  few  years. 

The  Missouri  Botanical  Garden  has  begun  a  massive  program  to  publish  a 
comprehensive  Flora  of  North  America  over  the  next  few  years.  Dr.  Norlan 
Henderson  of  the  Greater  Kansas  City  Iris  Society  has  been  asked  to  com¬ 
plete  the  survey  of  the  genus  Iris  in  North  America.  As  part  of  this  project, 
Norlan  reviewed  all  available  state  floras  and  came  upon  Welsh’s  Utah  Flora  in 
late  1989  with  Iris  pariensis  posing  a  special  problem.  This  was  Norlan’s  first 
hint  of  the  new  species  and  it  fit  no  known  groups  represented  in  North 
America.  Norlan  borrowed  the  type  specimen  sheet  from  Dr.  Welsh  and 
studied  it  carefully.  I  had  an  opportunity  to  look  at  it  also  and  we  made  color 
photocopies.  Norlan  made  a  trip  to  Utah  in  spring  of  1990  to  look  for  this 
species  and  Roy  Davidson  of  Bellevue,  WA  also  passed  through  the  area  and 
looked  briefly.  Both  were  unsuccessful.  Two  accounts  of  these  searches  are 
given  in  SIGNA  pp.  1623-25  and  1628,  1990. 

In  fall  1990 1  began  to  organize  a  larger  search  for  this  elusive  iris  species.  I 
contacted  Dr.  Stanley  Welsh  at  Brigham  Young  University  and  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Interior’s  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM),  Kanab  Resource  Area 
Offices.  In  turn  I  was  contacted  by  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Services  and  the 
Endangered  Species  Office  in  Salt  Lake  City.  By  the  beginning  of  1991  we  had 
eleven  people  keenly  interested  in  participating  in  an  all  out  search.  Two 
actual  searches  resulted. 

The  first  search  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Larry  England  of  the  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service,  Mr.  Vane  Campbell,  the  original  collector  of  Iris  pariensis, 
and  Mr.  Blaine  Lunceford  of  BLM,  Kanab.  They  met  and  searched  from  May 
1st  to  3rd.  Their  prime  targets  were  specific  sites  that  Vane  Campbell  had 
visited  during  the  month  of  May,  1976.  This  was  Mr.  Campbell’s  first  visit  to  the 
area  since  his  1976  collecting  trip  and  the  sites  were  vastly  changed  and 
unfamiliar.  He  recalled  making  only  two  or  possibly  three  collections  south  of 
Hwy.  89.  He  could  not  recall  the  specific  location  where  he  found  the  earlier 
specimen.  He  did,  however,  verify  that  he  made  no  collections  in  seepage 
areas  or  ‘hanging  gardens’  as  has  been  suspected.  After  two  and  one  half 
days  searching  in  cold,  damp,  windy  weather,  they  found  no  sign  of  the  iris. 

The  second  search  began  May  4  and  5  as  Bob  Pries  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
Jim  Murrain  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  I  flew  to  Las  Vegas  and  drove  to 
Kanab,  Utah  to  search.  We  searched  accessible  sites  along  the  Paria  River 
Canyon.  On  May  6  we  were  joined  by  Blaine  Lunceford  of  BLM,  and  the  four  of 
us  continued  our  search  for  the  next  two  and  one  half  days  by  four-wheel- 
drive  vehicle.  We  visited  the  original  collection  sites  south  on  Highway  89  as 
well  as  numerous  other  potential  sites  both  north  and  south  of  the  highway 
without  success.  Using  detailed  topographic  maps,  we  plotted  locations  at 
similar  altitudes  and  with  proximity  to  changes  in  elevation  and  year  round 
water.  Mr.  Lunceford  assured  us  this  was  the  ‘wet’  season,  but  the  soil  seems 
exceptionally  dry  and  the  environment  totally  inhospitable  to  any  iris. 
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The  collection  sites  are  all  in  areas  that  received  a  mere  six  to  eight  inches  of 
rain  per  year.  The  dominant  vegetation  is  grass  and  sage  brush.  Cacti  are 
common  as  well  as  other  typical  succulent  semi-desert  plant  species.  The 
few  trees  at  slightly  higher  elevations  are  Junipers.  These  rangelands  are  not 
lush  and  are  generally  overgrazed. 

In  total  over  100  man  hours  of  searching  over  the  first  8  days  of  May  resulted 
in  sore  muscles,  hot,  tired,  sweaty  bodies  and  memories  of  some  lovely 
desert  wildflowers — Penstemon,  Calochortus,  Yucca,  and  more.  However 
there  was  no  sign  of  IRIS  PARIENSIS  and  to  this  day  the  only  record  of  this  Iris 
remains  the  single  herbarium  sheet  collected  fifteen  years  ago. 

The  expertise  of  Blaine  Lunceford,  Natural  Resource  Specialist  for  Wildlife, 
was  indispensible.  He  provided  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  flora,  the  terrain 
and  expert  driving  skills  in  traversing  poorly  marked  rugged  back  roads.  Our 
thanks  to  the  Department  of  Interior  for  providing  us  with  these  skills  and 
thanks  to  Blaine  for  all  of  his  assistance.  Thanks  also  to  SIGNA  which  pro¬ 
vided  partial  funding  for  incidental  expenses  and  encouraged  these 
searches. 

Now  consider  the  Tadpole  Shrimp,  and  why  not  the  Fairy  Shrimp  and  the 
Clamshell  Shrimp  as  well?  These  odd  sounding  creatures  share  a  unique 
lifestyle.  All  are  totally  aquatic  spending  their  entire  short  life  in  water.  All  can 
be  quite  common.  All  are  found  in  temporary  pools,  some  in  deserts,  some  on 
bare  rock  surfaces,  some  in  temperate  regions  and  some  in  artic  regions. 
Basically,  they  all  follow  the  same  life  cycle  strategy.  Eggs  may  lay  dry  and 
dormant  for  years  until  just  the  right  quantity  (and  perhaps  quality  and 
sequence)  of  rainfall  triggers  their  hatching.  Great  quantities  of  these  eggs 
may  hatch  in  a  desert  pool  only  a  foot  across.  The  animals  grow  rapidly,  mate 
and  lay  eggs  within  a  few  weeks  time.  The  pool  dries  up,  the  eggs  scatter  and 
lay  dormant  until  next  time. 

But  these  colorful  little  crustaceans  can  lay  dormant  as  eggs  for  years  and 
years.  No  one  really  knows,  but  it  may  be  a  decade  between  ‘outbreaks’  and 
some  annual  puddles  will  only  show  shrimp  some  years  and  not  consistently. 
They  can  be  quite  common  some  years  and  totally  absent  other  years.  All 
three  kinds  of  crusaceans  have  been  found  in  Kane  County  Utah  spring 
pools. 

The  semi-desert  scrub  of  southern  Utah  has  a  variable  climate.  It  is  always 
relatively  dry,  but  there  are  longer  cycles  of  wetter  and  drier  years.  Two,  three 
or  four  very  dry  years  may  be  followed  by  just  as  many  ‘wet’  years.  Tadpole 
shrimp  will  disappear  until  maybe  the  second  or  third  wet  year  of  a  cycle  and 
then  disappear  again  until  the  next  cycle.  Other  plant  and  animal  species 
have  been  observed  to  follow  a  similar  cycle.  Dying  out  during  lean  years, 
remaining  dormant  as  seed,  spores  or  eggs  until  the  right  conditions  allow 
hatching  or  germination.  After  a  year  or  two  of  good  conditions  the  plant  or 
animal  will  produce  eggs  or  seeds  to  wait  through  another  dry  cycle. 

Could  the  tadpole  shrimp  be  a  model  for  Iris  pariensis?  Some  Iris  seeds  are 
known  to  have  long  dormancies  and  could  easily  remain  inactive  for  years 
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until  the  correct  conditions  allowed  germination.  We  also  know  that  some 
other  desert  plants  do  seem  to  disappear  totally  during  dry  cycles  only  to 
become  abundant  again  in  wetter  years.  This  is  obviously  true  for  bulbous 
plants  that  can  remain  at  low  metabolic  levels  underground  for  many  years, 
but  this  is  also  true  for  some  seeds. 

Kane  County  Utah  is  less  than  200  miles  east  of  Las  Vegas,  Nevada.  The 
gambling  center  of  the  U.S.  may  also  be  a  symbol  in  our  search  for  Iris 
pariensis.  Consider  the  odds  of  winning  on  the  slot  machines — one  in  10,000 
would  be  good  odds.  Would  that  be  good  odds  in  searching  for  a  rare  iris?  Yet 
millions  of  people  try  their  luck  at  the  slots  and  gaming  tables  day  and  night  all 
year  long. 

What  are  the  odds  of  finding  a  rare  iris  that  appears  only  in  ‘good’  years  in  a 
remote  area  of  southern  Utah?  Let’s  look  at  the  record.  Vane  Campbell 
collected  in  a  area  which  was  and  still  is  poorly  known.  His  collection  took 
place  by  coincidence  (Luck?)  at  the  end  of  a  three  year  wet  cycle.  He  was 
searching  only  dry  areas.  If  Iris  pariensis  is  typically  a  dry  land  plant  and  rare, 
Mr.  Campbell  was  in  the  right  place  at  the  right  time.  If  IRIS  PARIENSIS  is 
typically  a  wet  area  plant,  he  may  have  found  a  waif  or  remnant  simply 
because  it  was  wet  year.  He  was  even  luckier. 

The  same  odds  may  be  true  in  regard  to  elevation  or  time  of  year.  We  simply 
don’t  know  if  he  found  a  single  plant  in  the  middle  of  its  appropriate  environ¬ 
ment,  elevation  and  bloom  period  or  just  a  lucky  odd  ball.  Although  the  only 
collection  date  is  May  we  don’t  know  if  it  was  early  in  the  month  or  late.  The  few 
other  collectors  who  have  sought  this  species  went  in  late  May,  we  went  in 
early  May. 

It  is  truly  a  gamble  to  find  any  rare  plant,  but  look  at  all  the  possible 
combinations  for  finding  this  rare  iris. 

1.  Bloom  time — unknown  really.  May,  maybe. 

2.  Elevation — 4600  feet  on  the  specimen,  but  the  data  was  applied  later 
and  it  may  be  the  middle,  top  or  bottom  of  a  much  larger  altitudinal  range. 

3.  Location — the  range  and  township  are  given,  but  it  seems  likely  Camp¬ 
bell  did  little  collecting  in  this  location.  All  we  can  guess  is  that  Kane  County, 
Utah  is  correct. 

4.  Cycle — it  may  only  grow  and  bloom  once  every  five  or  six  years  depend¬ 
ing  on  long  term  wet/dry  cycles. 

5.  Rarity — even  under  the  best  of  circumstances  it  may  be  a  rare  plant  with 
very  low  populations. 

6.  Environment — although  it  is  given  on  the  specimen  sheet,  it  is  indeed 
inhospitable  for  any  known  North  American  iris  species.  Was  this  single 
collection  a  fluke?  It  may  be  much  more  common  in  some  nearby  (wetter?) 
location. 

Calculating  the  odds  for  going  to  Kane  County,  Utah  and  finding  this  iris  in 
100  man  hours  of  searching  would  be  interesting,  but  ultimately  frustrating. 
We  hope  instead  to  encourage  local  wildlife  workers  to  keep  alert  to  this 
unique  species.  Only  a  local  or  resident  naturalist  is  tuned  to  the  fine  workings 
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of  long  term  environment  cycles.  Only  a  local  resident  has  the  time  to  make 
repeated  short  excursions  into  the  desert  to  look  for  this  rare  plant.  Only  a 
local  person  has  an  understanding  of  the  vagaries  and  odds  of  finding  a 
certain  plant  in  a  certain  location  in  a  certain  year  at  a  certain  season.  It  is  too 
much  of  a  gamble  to  try  again  unless  the  odds  increase  drastically. 

The  Department  of  the  Interior  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  Department  of 
Endangered  Species  is  interested  in  relocating  this  iris  for  possible  inclusion 
on  its  list  of  endangered  species.  Right  now  it  is  too  rare  and  too  unknown  to 
be  considered  endangered.  Maybe  Mr.  Campbell  collected  the  last  plant.  We 
can  only  contemplate  the  single  dried  herbarium  specimen,  the  devious  life 
cycle  of  the  tadpole  shrimp  and  the  gamble  of  wandering  the  desert  in  search 
of  Iris  pariensis. 


IRISES  AT  THE  DETROIT  ZOO 

Harold  Stahly  (Michigan) 

For  most  people,  a  home  garden  planting  of  850  varieties  of  irises  would  be 
enough.  But  native  Detroiter  Keith  McNames  has  not  been  content  to  stop 
with  that.  There’s  no  more  room  in  his  back  yard;  all  the  grass  is  gone,  further 
expansion  is  impossible.  So  this  member  of  Southern  Michigan  Iris  and 
Hemerocallis  Society  has  turned  elsewhere. 

The  Detroit  Zoo,  a  popular  attraction  with  national  recognition,  has  an 
Adopt-A-Garden  program.  When  Keith  approached  them  about  an  iris  plant¬ 
ing,  the  zoo  management  gave  him  a  spacious  area  in  a  prominent  location 
near  the  Bear  Fountain.  It  was  an  abandoned  rose  garden  and  was  tilled  in 
preparation  for  his  planting.  Keith  found,  however,  that  it  really  wasn’t  quite 
ready  to  plant.  Most  of  the  old  roses  had  simply  been  tilled  into  the  soil.  So — 
pulling  the  thorny  remains  out  of  the  ground  was  a  necessary,  and  nasty,  first 
step. 


Detroit  Zoo  Garden  Scenes 
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That  accomplished,  the  iris  plants  went  into  the  ground.  TBs,  all  classes  of 
medians,  Siberians,  Louisianas,  Spurias,  and  some  bulbous  irises  presently 
comprise  the  planting.  In  the  first  stage  over  350  varieties  are  growing.  One 
bed  consists  of  all  the  Dykes  Medal  winners.  Keith  had  to  do  considerable 
searching  to  locate  some  of  the  Dykes  Medal  irises,  but  he  was  successful  in 
getting  a  complete  collection. 

Maintaining  the  garden  is  a  big  responsibility,  shared  in  some  degree  by 
other  members  of  the  local  society.  More  space  is  available,  and  more 
varieties  are  being  planted.  One  purpose  of  the  garden  is  to  show  the  general 
public  the  evolution  of  tall  bearded  irises  over  the  past  hundred  years. 
Another  is  to  show  the  great  diversity  of  cultivated  irises.  And  still  another, 
perhaps  the  most  important,  is  to  maintain  a  representative  sample  of  modern 
irises  that  will  enable  people  to  see  which  they  like  and  which  will  do  well 
under  local  conditions. 

In  spring  of  1991  the  garden  bloomed  for  the  first  time,  with  a  high  percen¬ 
tage  of  bloom  and  generally  excellent  perfomance.  It  attracted  a  great  deal  of 
attention  from  zoo  visitors,  many  of  whom  would  probably  not  otherwise  have 
seen  irises  “close  up  and  personal.” 

Another  Southern  Michigan  Iris  and  Hemerocallis  Society  member,  Harris 
Olson  (known  locally  as  “Mr.  Daylily”),  has  established  and  maintains  a  large 
daylily  garden  at  the  zoo.  The  society  is  proud  of  these  men  for  the  public 
plantings  for  which  they  are  responsible.  But  we  are  also  proud  of  them  for 
their  active  contributions  to  all  aspects  of  local  society  membership  and  for 
their  regional  and  national  involvement. 


Keith  McNames 


Photos  on  Pages  18  and  19  by  Debby  Zook. 
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BEST  OF  THE  BEST  #  2 

Austin  Morgan  (Washington) 

(My  credentials:  My  name  does  not  mean  anything  to  most  of  the  iris  world. 
Now  that  I’m  devoting  full  time  to  iris  endeavors,  I  feel  I  can  make  a  meaningful 
contribution.  My  1990  summary  was  published  in  the  AIS  Bulletin  of  January 
1991 .  No  pedigree  lent  support  to  this  report.  To  get  acquainted  now  can  help. 
I’m  a  charter  member  of  the  Walla  Walla  Iris  Garden  Club,  two  term  president 
of  the  Blue  Mountain  Iris  Society,  AIS  Region  13  regional  vice  present  1964-66; 
chairman  of  six  Northwest  iris  conventions;  ex  master  judge  (current  iris 
judging  sessions  are  held  at  impossible  times  for  me  to  attend);  owner  of  Iris 
Test  Gardens;  iris  grower,  marketer  and  hybridizer  for  the  past  40  years; 
present  at  5  national  AIS  conventions;  member  of  American  Iris  Society; 
internationally  acclaimed  as  originator  of  double  rimmer  irises). 

My  observations  do  not  endear  me  to  the  whole  of  the  iris  world.  Most 
amateur  hybridizers  can  be  compared  to  most  real  life  mothers.  Their  off¬ 
spring  are  the  smartest,  prettiest,  most  healthy  and  far  superior  to  any  other 
children  in  the  world.  But  it  doesn’t  really  work  in  the  iris  world.  A  successful 
hybridizer  is  one  who  studies  the  “blood  lines”  of  his  potential  “parents”  and 
sets  goals  for  possible  improvements.  Sticking  with  those  goals  sometimes 
takes  many  years  to  achieve.  Often  when  the  goal  is  achieved  that  is  it  since 
sterility  ends  the  progress.  Many  introductions  are  not  improvements. 
Suckers  are  bilked  out  of  their  money  by  vivid  descriptions,  by  tilting  a  bloom 
so  haft  marks  don’t  show,  by  claiming  all  sorts  of  superior  “you  can’t  do 
without  this  one”  gimmicks.  The  fold  back  falls  currently  touted  excessively 
are  just  plain  ugly  to  me.  Descriptions  leave  out  the  faults  such  as  weak  stems; 
won’t  stand  full  sun;  fade;  fragile  body;  inaccurate  color  descriptions.  The 
color  charts  are  ignored.  Pink  is  exaggerated — there  are  over  2,000  shades 
of  pink  listed  by  the  various  competitive  paint  stores.  One  person’s  blue  can 
be  anything  from  pale  blue  to  near  black.  I  have  left  out  some  very  good  irises 
in  my  recommendations  because  the  printed  descriptions  do  not  agree  with 
what  I  saw  with  my  own  eyes. 

I  suppose  I  can  be  correctly  charged  with  being  partial  to  oranges.  So  be  it. 
The  “official”  color  charts  that  I  have  depict  somewhere  around  40  shades  of 
orange.  I  have  the  iris  registration  books  going  back  to  1950.  There  are  97 
registered  and  introduced  irises  beginning  with  ORANGE.  This  is  over  TWO 
for  every  shade  and  does  not  include  the  many  descriptions  that  have 
“orange”  tints  as  part  of  their  official  description. 

The  popular  “pinks”  are  myriad.  I  defy  anyone  to  properly  name  cut  stalks 
of  a  sizeable  number  of  untagged  pinks.  Inadvertently,  I  was  party  to  such  a 
challenge.  The  “cutter”  was  given  name  tags  with  locations,  and  he  dutifully 
cut  a  stalk  for  each  tag  but  didn’t  fasten  them  to  the  stalk  as  he  cut  them.  No 
one  in  the  group  could  put  all  the  right  tags  with  the  right  stalks.  The  cutter  had 
to  go  and  cut  additional  stalks  and  attach  tickets  as  he  cut  them. 
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I’m  sorry  to  say  that  there  are  dishonest  people  looking  for  suckers  in  the  iris 
world.  Others  just  plain  steal  rhizomes.  Others  claim  that  they  have  been  sent 
wrongly  named  plants.  Some  even  claim  their  plants  weren’t  delivered  to 
them  when  a  check  with  UPS  finally  verifies  delivery  date  and  time  of  day. 

I  had  STUNNING  planted  in  an  open  field  when  it  was  brand  new.  At 
digging  time  my  count  was  short  a  dozen  fans — vanished.  A  couple  of  years 
later  on  a  nearby  corner  where  a  new  owner  had  removed  the  fence  surround¬ 
ing  the  front  yard  there  was  my  missing  STUNNING  making  a  real  show.  The 
new  owners  have  never  been  told. 

Originators  with  top  quality  new  irises  are  scarce.  Schreiners  get  the  nod 
this  year  for  the  most  and  best  new  intros  as  well  as  top  “oldies.” 

AZTEC  KING  ’87  huge  yellow  with  sawtooth  edge 
DEEP  FIRE  ’79  flaring  red;  brown  beard 

DUSKY  CHALLENGER  ’86  huge,  fluted,  ruffled,  silky  smooth  rich  satiny 
purple;  deep  blue  beard;  flare. 

GINGER  SWIRL  ’85  ruffled  bronze  stands  and  wide  rim  on  pink  falls 

GRAND  WALTZ  70  very  fluted  flaring  lilac  pink 

HOT  LINE  ’81  bronze  stands;  bronze  yellow  flaring  falls;  red  shoulders 

LACED  COTTON  ’80  fluted  all  white — a  knockout 

LADY  MADONNA  ’84  laced  ivory  with  crimped  cream  yellow  edge 

LORILEE  ’81  rose;  small  white  blaze 

PIPING  HOT  ’81  peachy  apricot  with  white  blaze;  tangerine  beard 

POST  TIME  71  large  ruffled  smooth  orange  red  total 

ROYAL  CRUSADER  ’85  monstrous  light  blue  stands;  flaring  deep  blue  falls. 

I  got  out  my  folding  pocket  12"  ruler  and  measured  an  unbelievable  9V2"  from 
petal  tip  to  petal  tip  on  the  largest  blossom 
RUSTIC  CEDAR  ’81  bronze  orange 
SILVERADO  ’87  ruffled,  very  good  dainty  blue 
TUT’S  GOLD  79  velvety  smooth  golden  yellow;  yellow  beard 
VISUAL  ARTS  ’82  lavender  pink;  flare;  very  crimped;  white  beard 
OTHER  OUTSTANDING  IRISES: 

ANNA  BELLE  BABSON  (Hager  ’85)  intense  deep  pink 
ART  CENTER  (O.  Brown  ’82)  ruffled  apricot  stands  and  rose  falls;  huge 
orange  beard 

BAMA  BERRY  (Burch  ’84)  plicata:  white  ground  pink  stands;  white  ground 
red  f.  red  orange  beard 

BLACK  HILLS  GOLD  (O.  Brown  ’86)  ruffled  apricot  stands;  yellow  falls; 
tangerine  beard 

BLACK  TORNADO  (Plough  ’83)  heavily  ruffled  purple  black;  fragrant 
BRIGHT  REFLECTION  (O.  Brown  79)  ruffled  off  orange  red;  startling  red 
beard 

BROKEN  SILENCE  (Fort  ’85)  clear  pink;  white  blaze 
CAFE  SOCIETY  (Ghio  ’85)  total  tan 

CAPTION  (Ghio  ’86)  pink  stands  and  rim  on  ivory  falls;  tangerine  beard 
CHERRY  SMOKE  (Meek  78)  heavily  ruffled  black  black 
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CHICO  MAID  (Luihn  ’85)  similar  to  Song  of  Norway;  light  blue;  blue  beard; 
fragrant 

CHINA  DRAGON  (Shoop  79)  huge  intense  deep  orange;  huge  red  beard 
CHRISTMAS  RUBIES  (Hamblen  78)  more  intense  Christmas  Time;  white;  red 
orange  beard 

CIRCUS  STRIPES  (Plough  76)  NOVELTY:  purple  stands  and  rim  on  white 
falls  with  purple  striping 

CLASSIC  EDITION  (O.  Brown  ’86)  flaring  ruffled  total  orange  pink;  very 
orange  beard 

COED  DOLL  (Gaulter  ’86)  rose  pink;  tangerine  beard 
COLOR  BURST  (Hamner  ’80)  bronze  stands  and  rim  on  rose  falls 
COPPER  CLASSIC  (Roderick  79)  orangish;  tangerine  beard 
CORAL  SATIN  (Hamblen  ’81)  bright;  orange  beard;  open  standards;  over¬ 
fluted 

COUNTRY  BRIDE  (Mohr  ’87)  cream  on  white  edged  chartruese;  ruffled 
CRANBERRY  CRUSH  (Aitken  ’86)  light  violet  stands;  red  violet  falls  with 
blackish  rim 

CUSTOM  MADE  (O.  Brown  ’81)  very  bright  fluted  pink;  red  orange  beard 
DAZZLING  GOLD  (Anderson  ’81)  golden  yellow  with  red  brown  wash: 
NOVEL;  truly  named 

ECSTATIC  ECHO  (Dating  ’83)  Stunning  seedling 

EDITH  WOLFORD  (Hager  ’86)  lime  stands;  blue  falls;  darker  blaze;  ruffled 
EXOTIC  STAR  (Plough  75)  startling  white  blaze  on  purple  red 
EXUBERANT  (Mohr  ’81)  light  orange  yellow  stands  and  rim  on  white  falls 
FIRST  IMPRESSION  (Gatty  ’85)  cream  on  white;  tongued  beard 
FLAMING  VICTORY  (Weiler  ’83)  ruffled  light  yellow;  very  orange  beard; 
fragrant 

FOOLISH  FANCY  (Hager  ’85)  rose;  plicata  pattern  hafts  &  ground;  small  white 
blaze,  tangerine  beard;  different 

FOOLISH  PLEASURE  (Gaulter  77)  fold  back  pink;  tangerine  beard 
FRINGE  BENEFITS  (Hager  ’88)  laced  intense  orange;  fiery  tangerine  beard 
GARDEN  DELIGHT  (Stambach  75)  light  yellow;  brown  blaze 
HINDENBURG  (Maryott  ’83)  heavily  ruffled  orange;  huge  orange  beard 
HOMECOMING  QUEEN  (Sexton  78)  copper  rose  orange;  red  beard 
HONKY  TONK  (Meek  ’84)  red  stands;  coppery  red  falls  and  beard 
HULA  DANCER  (Shoop  ’85)  CONTRAST;  bronze  stands;  ruffled  flaring  light 
tan  orange  falls;  orange  red  beard 

INDIAN  CERAMICS  (Niswonger  ’86)  deep  red  brown  stands  and  band  on 
bright  violet  falls 

JEAN  HOFFMEISTER  (Gatty  ’83)  violet  blue 
LACE  ARTISTRY  (Aitken  ’88)  totally  peach  pink 

MAYAN  POPPY  (Tompkins  ’87)  bronze  with  reddish  specks;  so  startingly  ugly 
it’s  pretty;  THERE’S  NOTHING  LIKE  IT  IN  THE  IRIS  WORLD  THAT  CAN 
COMPARE  TO  THIS  NOVELTY 

MONTEVIDEO  (Ghio  ’87)  medium  to  dark  orange;  tangerine  beard. 
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ORANGE  STAR  (Hamblen  ’81)  persimmon  stands;  off  orange  falls;  bronze 

beard;  flare 

ORBITER  (Aitken  ’85)  scented  all  purple 

RARADISE  (Gatty  ’80)  overfluted  peach  pink;  orangish  beard;  white  blaze; 
FAULT:  folds  back 

PARIS  ORIGINAL  (Ghio  ’81)  cranberry  orchid  (deep  rose)  red  beard 
PEACH  BISQUE  (Maryott  ’87)  heavily  ruffled  creamy  pink;  tangerine  beard 
PIZZAZZ  (Tompkins  ’69)  smooth  flaring  purple 

QUEEN  IN  CALICO  (Gibson  ’80)  ruffled  and  laced  smoke  red  striations  on 
light  orange,  ground  plicata;  orange  beard 
PRAY  FOR  PEACE  (Plough  ’82)  flaring  all  white 

PURPLE  STREAKER  (Ensminger  ’81)  violet  with  white  streaks,  stripes  and 
splotches;  white  beard 

RUSTIC  DANCE  (Gibson  79)  red  purple  streaked  and  speckled  on  yellow 
ground  plicata;  ruffled  and  fluted;  orange  yellow  beard. 

SILVER  SCEPTER  (Boen  ’84)  ruffled  light  blue;  deep  blue  beard 
SMOOTH  TALK  (Gartman  ’82)  fluted  and  flaring  orange;  tangerine  beard 
SONG  OF  NORWAY  (Luihn  79)  ruffled  silvery  powder  blue;  deep  showy  blue 
beard 

STEAM  HEAT  (Tompkins  ’88)  showy  buff  pink  stands;  mulberry  wide  border 
on  ivory  falls;  a  plicata 

STREET  WALKER  (Meek  ’84)  rose  stands;  purple  striations  and  veins  in  long 
white  hafts;  tiny  light  edge  on  falls 

SUMPTUOUS  (Gaulter  78)  laced  orange  yellow  apricot  blend;  tangerine 
beard 

SUN  FIRE  (Hamblen  77)  very  orange  orange 

WATERED  SILK  (Gaulter  ’82)  light  rose  stands;  orange  beard;  rose  falls; 
HAFTS 

WIND  WALKER  (Tompkins  ’86)  flaring  light  blue  with  heliotrope  violet  overlay 
WINTER  SCENE  (Clough  ’81)  huge  white;  red  orange  beard 
WITCH’S  SABBATH  (Maryott  ’86)  very  ruffled  purple  black;  brown  beard 
Additional  earlier  observations  which  are  true  may  be  found  on  pages  77  to 
79  of  the  January  1991  AIS  Bulletin  #  280.  These  comments  are  the  result  of 
personal  observations  of  over  4,000  varieties  in  two  states.  Several  have  been 
omitted  because  what  I  saw  and  what  was  printed  in  the  registration  records 
are  not  the  same.  Also  the  official  AIS  color  charts  are  accurate  and  any 
departures  from  them  cancels  inclusion. 

I  commend  the  current  color  catalog  printers  for  their  fidelity  and  accuracy 
to  actual  tints  and  colors.  I  note,  however,  the  tendency  to  tilt  some  blossoms 
so  that  the  haft  marks  do  not  show,  a  not  quite  honest  procedure. 

The  iris  blooming  season  in  the  Walla  Walla  valley  was  longer  than  usual  in 
1991.  The  cooler  weather  extended  our  bloom  season  two  weeks  into  June. 
Usually  June  1  ends  our  bloom  as  summer  heat  sets  in  and  burns  out  the 
strays. 

Now  that  the  tiny  “watermelons”  are  swelling  I  took  time  to  enumerate  my  list 
of  choices  for  “Morgan’s  Award  of  Merit  1991.” 
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My  almost  unbelievable  good  fortune  that  two  iris  “fanciers”  in  our  area  are 
sufficiently  “flush”  so  they  can  pay  cash  for  “ALL”  the  new  things  that  suit  their 
fancy.  One  digs  out  anything  two  years  old  and  works  hard  at  this  and 
replants  with  all  new  varieties  making  her  home  the  showplace  of  show- 
places.  The  other  gets  the  latest  that  “please”  her.  These  two  iris  gardens 
provide  a  “proving  ground”  for  free  for  potential  “in  demand”  favorites  without 
cost  to  me.  Iris  shows  and  other  “hep”  gardens  faithfully  visited  help  control 
what  I  consider  worthwhile  “investment”  stock. 

“Dogs”  still  show  up  under  false  colors,  however. 

A  THREE  YEAR  SUMMARY  OF  THE 
HM  BALLOTING 

Leonard  Michel  (Arkansas) 

About  five  years  ago  I  started  keeping  track  of  the  irises  I  had  voted  for  to 
compare  how  my  votes  stack  up  with  the  actual  awards.  Three  years  ago, 
instead  of  writing  them  on  the  back  of  the  envelope  the  ballot  came  in,  I  began 
to  xerox  the  entire  ballot.  While  comparing  the  irises  on  the  ballot  with  those 
given  awards,  I  noticed  that  in  several  of  the  smaller  classes  90  to  100%  of 
those  on  the  ballot  had  received  the  HM.  That  didn’t  look  right.  I  began 
comparing  the  percentage  of  HM  winners  in  the  various  classes  and  com¬ 
piled  the  data  below:  Table  1.  A  Three  Year  Summary  of  the  HM  Balloting. 


No.  on  ballot  No.  HM  awards  %  awarded 


CLASS 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1989 

1990 

1991 

TB 

824 

844 

884 

67 

57 

16 

8.1 

6.8 

1.8 

SDB 

224 

200 

212 

17 

25 

22 

7.6 

12.5 

10.4 

LA 

97 

106 

115 

9 

6 

3 

9.3 

5.7 

2.6 

AR 

99 

91 

71 

9 

9 

6 

9.1 

9.9 

8.5 

CA 

55 

69 

66 

1 

4 

2 

1.8 

5.8 

3.0 

SIB 

49 

60 

47 

10 

18 

12 

20.4 

30.0 

25.5 

Jl 

39 

33 

32 

11 

12 

12 

28.2 

36.4 

37.5 

IB 

38 

27 

32 

18 

18 

18 

47.4 

66.7 

56.3 

BB 

31 

30 

33 

14 

14 

13 

45.2 

46.7 

39.4 

MDB 

34 

26 

23 

14 

12 

11 

41.2 

46.2 

47.8 

AB 

13 

13 

10 

9 

9 

6 

69.2 

69.2 

60.0 

MTB 

11 

10 

12 

10 

9 

9 

90.9 

90.0 

75.0 

SPU 

9 

10 

10 

9 

9 

8 

100.0 

90.0 

80.0 

As  you  can  see  from  the  above  data  there  is  a  wide  range  in  the  percent  of 
irises  receiving  the  HM  in  the  various  classes.  There  were  824  TBs  on  the 
ballot  in  1989  and  67  HMs  were  awarded.  The  next  year  there  were  20  more 
TBs  and  10  fewer  HMs.  In  1991  there  were  60  more  TBs  on  the  ballot  than  in 
1989  and  51  fewer  HMs  awarded.  Clearly,  these  results  were  not  caused  by 
bad  weather  nor  were  they  the  fault  of  the  judges.  The  System  broke  down — 
this  was  the  straw  that  broke  the  camel’s  back!  Meltdown!  The  System  broke 
down  because  the  votes  and  the  minimum  requirements  have  been  locked  in 
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for  a  good  number  of  years  and  have  not  been  adjusted  to  reflect  the  changes 
that  have  taken  place. 

Table  2.  Comparing  Ratio  of  Votes  to  Irises  with  %  HMs  Awarded 
(3  year  averages). 


CLASS 

Votes  Per  Judge 

Ratio 

%  Awarded 

TB 

15 

1:57 

5.6 

SDB 

4 

1:53 

10.2 

LA 

3 

1:35 

5.9 

AR 

3 

1:29 

9.2 

CA 

3 

1:21 

3.5 

SIB 

1:17 

25.3 

Jl 

3 

1:12 

34.0 

IB 

3 

1:11 

56.8 

BB 

3 

1:10 

43.8 

MDB 

3 

1:9 

45.1 

AB 

3 

1:4 

66.1 

MTB 

3 

1:4 

85.3 

SPU 

3 

1:3 

90.0 

The  ratio  of  votes  that  judges  have  per  class  range  from  1  for  every  57  TBs 
on  the  ballot  to  1  for  every  3  spurias.  There  is  a  high  negative  correlation  shown 
in  Table  2.  In  other  words,  the  higher  the  ratio  of  votes  to  irises  the  lower  the 
percent  receiving  the  HM  award,  as  in  the  TB  and  LA  classes.  Conversely,  the 
lower  the  ratio  the  higher  the  percent  receiving  the  HM  award,  as  in  the  spuria 
class.  This  shows  why  there  are  so  many  good  irises  that  aren’t  receiving  the 
HM  in  the  larger  classes.  Let’s  look  at  the  Border  Bearded  class  that  falls  in 
between  the  TB  and  spuria  classes.  Between  the  1989  and  1990  ballot  only  3 
BBs  dropped  off  the  ballot  without  winning  an  HM.  I  wondered,  3  out  of  how 
many?  I  determined  they  had  been  introduced  in  1984  so  I  got  out  the  1984  R 
&  I  booklet  and  counted  20  BBs  introduced  that  year.  Seventeen  out  of  20  had 
won  the  HM  for  an  85%  success  rate.  Fifteen  had  won  the  HM  the  first  year  on 
the  ballot,  1  the  second  year,  1  the  third  year  and  none  the  fourth  year.  In  1985 
there  were  16  BBs  introduced,  (not  counting  5  from  foreign  countries  that 
didn’t  make  the  ballot)  all  but  3  won  the  HM  for  an  81%  success  rate  for  this 
difficult  class.  Ten  won  the  HM  the  first  year  on  the  ballot,  3  the  second  year 
and  none  the  third  and  fourth  year.  I  doubt  the  founders  of  the  Awards  System 
intended  that  such  a  high  percentage  of  any  class  should  win  the  HM.  An  iris 
should  have  an  equal  chance  of  winning  an  HM  regardless  of  class.  One 
more  thing,  please  feel  free  to  double  check  my  counts. 


Bulletin  Correction 

On  page  43  of  the  October,  1991,  BULLETIN,  line  5  should  say  floral 
friends,  not  floral  fields. 
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TEST  OF  THE  DYKES  MEDAL  IRISES 

Lud  Seufert  (Delaware) 

I  had  lived  in  eastern  North  Carolina  (Spanish  Moss  country,  where  TBs 
don’t  grow)  and  was  concerned  with  the  growing  of  TBs  in  southern  Delaware 
where  I  now  live.  I  joined  the  AIS  and  asked  how  to  select  the  irises  for  the 
area.  I  received  the  usual  answers  about  how  older  irises  grew  better  and  how 
modern  breeders  were  producing  irises  with  less  disease  resistance.  How¬ 
ever,  specific  recommendations  concerning  disease  resistance  were  hard  to 
come  by. 

Accordingly  I  obtained  irises  in  three  categories:  Dykes  Medalists,  old 
forms,  and  arilbreds.  All  of  the  irises  were  planted  in  a  virgin  bed  last  year 
(1990).  The  Dykes  irises  were  obtained  from  as  many  vendors  as  I  could  write 
orders  to. 

The  results  were  interesting  and  not  expected  from  what  I  had  been  told 
about  modern  breeding.  The  arilbreds  were  uniformly,  poor.  All  the  leaves  in 
the  fans  of  the  arilbreds  were  dead  from  the  tip  back  for  at  least  half  the  length 
of  the  leaf,  or  more.  By  the  middle  of  May  I  had  pulled  most  of  them  up  as 
representing  a  lost  cause.  I  had  originally  speculated  that  coming  from  a 
hotter  climate,  arilbreds  might  do  better  than  TBs.  I  was  wrong.  Arilbreds  may 
do  better  in  the  dry,  but  hot/wet  is  not  acceptable  for  them. 

The  results  from  the  Dykes  irises  were  also  unexpected.  I  could  clearly 
follow  the  results  of  the  flower  breeding  from  one  end  of  my  bed  to  the  other.  In 
fact  it  was  rather  spectacular  to  see  the  1927, 1929,  Dykes  irises  on  one  end  of 
the  bed  and  the  1986, 1988  irises  on  the  other  end.  Great  advances  had  been 
made  with  the  flowers.  But,  there  was  no  difference  in  the  disease  resistance.  I 
collected  over  ten  pages  of  data  starting  the  end  of  April.  I  finally  summarized 
as  follows.  “A”  refers  to  completely  clean  leaves.  The  Dykes  irises  had  none  of 
these.  “B”  refers  to  irises  which  had  spots  only  but  no  tip  die  back.  “C”  irises 
had  some  dead  tips,  and  “D”  irises  had  no  tips  which  were  not  dead.  The  last 
rating  was  done  on  May  31,  and  it  is  consistent  with  all  previously  obtained 
data.  The  disease  resistance  of  modern  TBs  has  not  changed  over  the  last  60 
some  years.  On  the  average  the  irises  of  the  20 ’s  and  30 's  are  as  bad  (or  good) 
as  the  average  of  the  70’s  and  80's.  However,  this  is  not  to  say  that  some  of  the 
Dykes  Medalists  are  not  better  than  others.  My  B  and  D  rating  constitutes  a 
significant  difference  in  appearance.  However,  my  experiment  would  have  to 
be  repeated  over  more  years  and  in  other  gardens  before  we  could  say  with 
assurance  that  one  strain  was  better  than  another.  But,  as  of  now,  my  data 
shows  significant  differences.  See  table. 

The  bearded  species  and  pre-1990  irises  I  had  in  the  test  performed  as 
expected.  All  were  either  A  or  B.  Some  overlapped  the  B  rating  of  the  Dykes 
but  none  were  C  or  D. 
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Number 

Year  19’ 

A/B/C/D 

Number 

Year  19’ 

A/B/C/D 

1 

27 

B 

28 

59 

C 

2 

29 

C 

29 

61 

c 

3 

32 

B 

30 

62 

B 

4 

33 

C 

31 

63 

C 

5 

35 

C 

32 

64 

C 

6 

36 

C 

33 

65 

C 

7 

37 

D 

34* 

8 

38 

C 

35 

67 

B 

9 

39 

B 

36 

68 

B 

10 

40 

B 

37 

70 

B 

11 

41 

C 

38 

71 

D 

12 

42 

B 

39 

72 

B 

13 

43 

B 

40 

73 

C 

14 

44 

C 

41 

74 

B 

15 

45 

D 

42 

75 

C 

16 

47 

C 

43 

17 

48 

C 

44 

77 

D 

18 

49 

C 

45 

78 

B 

19 

50 

B 

46 

79 

C 

20 

51 

C 

47 

80 

B 

21 

52 

C 

48* 

22 

53 

C 

49 

82 

C 

23 

54 

C 

50 

83 

B 

24 

55 

C 

51 

84 

C 

25 

56 

C 

52 

85 

C 

26 

57 

B 

53 

86 

C 

27 

58 

C 

54 

88 

B 

BRITISH  IRIS  SOCIETY 
70TH  ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATION 

The  BIS  will  celebrate  its  70th  birthday  in  1992  with  an  iris  convention  at 
Cannington.  The  celebrations  start  on  Saturday,  May  23  and  conclude  on 
Wednesday,  May  27.  For  information,  contact  Cy  Bartlett;  Somerset  College 
of  Agriculture  and  Horticulture;  Cannington,  Bridgwater,  Somerset  TA5  2LS 
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GROWING  IRISES  IN  EAST  GERMANY 

By  Uwe  Kirschstein,  East  Germany 
Assisted  by  David  Rogers  (New  York) 

I  think  peace  and  freedom  are  the  most  important  features  of  a  real  democ¬ 
racy.  The  year  1989  was  for  us  here  in  East  Germany,  a  new  time,  with  all 
people  hoping  for  more  of  these  things,  but  few  people  realize  that  freedom 
and  democracy  are  also  important  for  growing  flowers,  hybridizing  and 
gardening! 

Our  government  had  owned  most  of  the  land.  Before  1961,  our  family  had 
lost  all  of  our  forty  acres.  It  was  not  possible  to  buy  a  small  piece  of  land  from 
the  government  before  1990.  The  gardener  had  only  the  possibility  of  renting 
a  small  area  in  a  gardener’s  settlement.  This  opportunity  was  very  rare,  and 
you  often  had  to  wait  years  .  .  .  sometimes  five  or  ten  years. 

The  areas  were  very  small,  normally  about  250  square  yards.  It  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  grow  fruits  and  vegetables,  because  it  was  not  possible  to  buy  more 
than  Kale,  apples,  and  tomatoes  in  the  markets.  The  gardener’s  settlements 
had  a  chairman,  who  often  had  a  direct  connection  to  the  Communist  Party 
(SED)  or  other  local  authorities.  It  was  required  of  every  gardener  to  harvest 
two  pounds  of  fruits  and  vegetables  from  every  square  yard  of  garden.  Every 
year  one  had  to  fill  out  a  report  of  the  results! 

The  chairman  for  the  gardeners’  settlement  had  a  big  eye  to  watch  closely 
what  was  grown.  It  was  possible,  if  one  grew  too  many  flowers,  to  lose  the 
small  gardening  area.  A  gardeners’  settlement  consisted  of  all  the  same 
houses.  What  uniformity! 

God  has  not  given  us  the  best  climate  conditions  for  growing  irises,  but  in 
every  garden,  one  can  find  a  clump  of  TB's.  I.  reticulata  are  very  popular,  but 
the  best  irises  to  grow  here  in  this  climate  are  the  dwarfs. 

The  weather  here  in  East  Germany  is  often  the  result  of  the  play  between 
western  maritime  and  eastern  continental  climates.  This  fact  causes  great 
problems  in  winter.  The  weather  often  changes  rapidly;  after  a  frost  period 
comes  two  weeks  with  temperatures  below  0°  F.  The  soil  becomes  frozen  to  a 
depth  of  one  to  two  feet,  often  without  any  snow,  following  a  warm  period.  How 
are  the  Iris  beds  now?  They  are  like  waterbeds!  The  water  can’t  drain  into  the 
soil  because  it’s  frozen.  We  get  such  conditions  perhaps  two  to  four  times  in  a 
normal  winter. 

It’s  necessary  to  have  the  right  soil,  the  right  plants,  and  the  right  fertilizers.  I 
have  created  a  special  soil  which  guarantees  good  drainage — a  mixture  of 
loam,  sandy  soil  and  a  larger  portion  of  very  old  cleaned  dross,  perhaps  fifty 
to  one  hundred  years  old.  It’s  necessary  to  plant  the  rhizomes  from  TB’s  below 
the  soil,  because  the  sun  in  March  gives  too  much  energy,  and  in  snowless 
cool  times  the  rhizomes  can  burst.  My  iris  beds  have  a  special  structure.  The 
irises  are  planted  on  raised  beds  with  stones  holding  the  soil  and  paths  lower 
than  the  beds.  This  growing  method  gives  good  drainage. 
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i  think  fertilizers  are  important,  depending  on  climate  conditions,  soil  condi¬ 
tions  and  pH  values.  My  fertilizers  are  mostly  natural.  In  our  houses  here,  we 
have  mostly  coal  stoves.  In  Spring  and  Autumn,  I  burn  pure  wood,  which  gives 
an  optimal  ash  for  fertilizing  bearded  iris,  giving  some  advantage  for  the 
correct  pH  value,  and  not  having  any  nitrogen.  I  sometimes  use  additional 
scoria  powder  as  fertilizer.  The  best  time  for  fertilizing  is  late  autumn  or  early 
spring. 

What  are  the  best  varieties?  We  grow  mostly  American  varieties.  The 
number  of  serious  iris  growers  here  in  East  Germany  is  around  150  to  200 
people.  The  normal  gardens  here  are  an  Eldorado  for  those  who  like  historic 
bearded  irises.  A  popularity  poll  taken  in  1989  among  serious  iris  growers  and 
specialists  produced  the  following  results: 


TB’s 

Medians 

Dwarfs 

1.  Beverly  Sills 

Arctic  Fancy 

Gingerbread  Man 

2.  Victoria  Fails 

Astralite 

Galleon  Gold 

3.  Vanity 

Morgendammerung 

Sapphire  Jewel 

4.  Desert  Echo 

Az  Ap 

Puppet 

5.  Gold  Trimmings 

La  Sabre 

Stockholm 

6.  Titan’s  Glory 

Azure  Echo 

Boo 

7.  Cabaret  Royale 

Sing  Again 

Eyebright 

8.  Laced  Cotton 

Apache  Warrior 

Candy  Apple 

9.  Tut’s  Gold 

Tumwater 

Cottom  Blossom 

10.  Showcase 

Arabi  Treasure 

Red  Heart 

We  had  here  only  one  TB  hybridizer,  Mr.  Beer  of  Markanstedt.  It  was  very 
difficult  hybridizing  here  because  the  government  had  a  monopoly.  This 
monopoly  worked  against  any  private  activity,  because  a  new  variety  was 
accepted  only  if  you  had  five  hundred  plants  of  each  variety  introduced,  at 
which  time  the  government  demanded  all  plants  of  each  variety  introduced! 
Who  had  so  much  land  and  time  for  only  one  introduction? 

The  government  had  owned  all  the  nurseries.  There  were  only  a  few  in 
private  hands,  only  small  local  nurseries.  The  most  important  nursery  at 
Pottsdam-Bornim  had  offered  in  their  1990  catalog,  the  following  TB’s  as 
international  introductions: 

Frost  and  Flame 
Fuji’s  Mantle 
Stepping  Out 
Wine  and  Roses 
Babbling  Brook 
Raspberry  Ripples 

All  irises  had  the  same  price,  whether  a  new  introduction,  or  ten  to  fifty  years 
old. 

We  had  no  flower  societies  here,  only  local  groups  with  no  bulletins,  etc. 
Our  government  had  taken  over  year  after  year,  restriction  after  restriction.  For 
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example,  it  was  not  allowed  for  years  to  get  the  bulletin  of  the  West  German 
Shrub  Society.  Letters  and  packages  were  often  lost.  A  notice  was  received 
from  our  secret  service  (SSD)  if  you  had  any  connections  to  people  from 
foreign  countries. 

Many  will  ask  now  where  the  plants  come  from  in  our  popularity  poll.  We 
have  here,  some  iris  friends  who  have  very  good  connections  to  others  on  the 
outside.  The  only  few  plants  which  came  into  East  Germany  were  carefully 
grown,  increased  over  years  under  bad  conditions,  but  often  very  lovely.  Over 
the  years  these  plants  were  available  only  through  exchange.  Sometimes  it 
was  possible  to  order  varieties  over  ten  years  old. 

We  have  had  some  iris  friends  who  owned  more  than  five  hundred  varieties. 
What  we  need  here  are  plants  that  are  strong  growers.  My  best  results  here 
have  been  with  some  of  Gibson’s  varieties.  Here,  I  think  CAN  CAN  RED  is  one 
of  the  better  and  more  healthy  plants.  Other  good  varieties  are  from 
Schreiners.  O.  Brown,  Keppel,  Ghio,  and  few  others.  A  problem  here  is  that  the 
beautiful  GIGOLO  and  some  others  are  not  such  rapid  increasers. 

I  had  spoken  about  the  bad  conditions  in  winter  and  early  spring,  but 
conditions  are  also  bad  in  April  and  May.  A  big  problem  is  the  late  frosts,  often 
after  May  20,  as  this  is  the  time  most  plants  begin  showing  stalks  and  buds. 
Often,  we  get  a  warm  period  near  the  end  of  May.  Beginning  in  June,  TB’s  start 
to  bloom,  and  after  the  first  flowers  will  come  a  period  of  heavy  rain,  often  with 
temperatures  below  50  degrees  F. 

Reblooming  Irises  are  very  rare  here.  Usually  our  TB’s  are  blooming  four  or 
more  weeks  later  than  in  western  U.S.A.,  so  we  don’t  have  conditions  in 
November  or  December  for  rebloomers.  Sometimes  dwarfs  will  show  stalks  or 
bloom  a  second  time — last  year  here,  was  LITTLE  DREAM  (Schreiners  1975) 

I  think  that  in  the  future,  Spurias  and  Siberians  will  play  a  more  important 
role  in  our  gardens.  Normally,  they  are  more  hardy  and  disease-free  under  our 
conditions.  I  think  this  is  an  area  in  which  hybridizers  can  introduce  more 
attractive  and  hardy  plants  in  the  future. 

I  think  hygiene  is  an  important  item  under  our  growing  conditions.  Many 
Germans  do  not  know  this,  but  only  a  few  minutes  are  often  all  that  is 
necessary  to  cut  the  old  leaves  off  in  the  autumn  or  spring,  to  have  the  right  pH 
value,  or  the  optimal  growing  method.  The  irises  will  give  a  big  “Thank  You” 
back  in  terms  of  beautiful  stalks  and  many  buds.  I  think  you  can  now  see  a 
little  more  about  the  conditions  in  climate  and  the  life  before  1990  here  in  East 
Germany. 

In  the  future,  I’ll  try  to  test  more  new  plants  under  our  conditions  here  at 
Eberswalde-Finow.  We  are  located  about  ten  miles  from  the  Polish  frontier,  to 
the  northeast  of  Berlin. 

Japanese,  spurias  or  Siberians  are  difficult  to  find  here  ...  I  think  only  Mr. 
Schuster  offers  Japanese  Irises.  Most  of  the  plants  to  be  found  here  are  very 
close  to  natural  species. 

I  think  that  the  fascination  of  our  garden  is  the  combination  of  all  kinds  of 
flowers — more  than  800  different  kinds — the  combination  of  bulbs,  shrubs, 
rhizomes,  grasses,  small  trees,  stones,  wood,  and  of  course,  our  house. 
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Our  garden  displays  120  TB’s,  30  dwarfs,  7  Japanese,  6  Siberians,  one 
Spuria,  2  Oncos,  one  Aril,  8  reticulatas,  and  two  Regelias.  In  addition,  there 
are  almost  80  true  lilies,  50  Daffodils,  Tulips,  and  many  others.  I’ll  not  forget  to 
say  a  big  “Thank  You”  to  all  the  people  who  have  helped  me  in  these  past  two 
years.  It  would  be  a  long  list  of  very  remarkable  friends,  but  it  all  began  with 
the  request  in  the  Bulletin  of  April  1990,  with  which  Mr.  Keith  Keppel  helped 
me.  I  think  all  the  good  information  brings  with  it  a  great  responsibility  and 
undertaking  to  make  all  kinds  of  irises  more  popular  here,  to  show  flower- 
lovers  the  possibilities  of  growing  such  plants,  and  to  exchange  more  infor¬ 
mation  about  diseases  and  hybridizing. 


YOUTH  VIEWS 

ATTENTION  YOUTH  MEMBERS! 

TIME  TO  SHARE  YOUR  WRITING  TALENTS  .  .  . 

Time  to  sharpen  the  pencil  or  boot  up  the  computer  for  the  4th  Annual  Youth 
Essay  Contest.  The  title  this  year  is  “How  Can  I  Interest  my  Friends  in  Growing 
Irises.”  Entries  should  be  500  words  or  less.  Mail  by  March  15,  1992,  to 
Marilyn  Holloway,  673  Acacia  Avenue,  Sacramento,  California  95815.  The 
winner  will  receive  $100! 

This  contest  is  administered  by  the  AIS  Foundation  and  is  made  possible 
through  a  donation  from  Mrs.  Robert  Thrum  of  Lansing,  Michigan.  It  is  a 
memorial  to  her  parents,  Jay  and  Marian  Ackerman. 

Put  your  thoughts  on  paper  and  you  may  be  $100  richer.  We’ll  all  be  richer 
for  hearing  what  you  have  to  say.  Here  is  the  winning  essay  from  1991. 

“My  Most  Interesting,  Exciting,  or  Satisfying  Iris  Experience.” 
by  Evelyn  Jane  Edglngton 
Lancaster,  Kentucky  (Region  7) 

Irises  play  a  big  part  in  my  life  because  I’m  overjoyed  when  they  are  in  full 
bloom.  To  me  that  is  a  sight  that  speaks  for  itself,  it  is  the  time  of  year  that  I  look 
forward  to  each  year,  just  to  see  which  ones  will  bloom  and  which  will  not. 

I  have  had  a  lot  of  interesting,  exciting,  and  satisfying  experiences  through 
my  five  years  of  raising  iris  gardens.  One  year  “Enthralling  Pink”  bloomed  at 
the  end  of  a  wishbone  stalk,  which  captured  the  judge’s  eye  at  the  Iris  Show. 
Then  I  also  had  “Double  Scoop”  to  rebloom  in  the  fall,  which  was  a  very 
interesting  thing  to  see  since  we  see  all  the  other  irises  bloom  in  the  spring. 

One  of  my  most  cherished  and  exciting  honors  was  when  I  was  named 
“Queen  of  the  Show”  in  1990  in  the  Youth  Division  at  the  Bluegrass  Iris  Show. 
Also  at  the  same  show  I  received  first  and  second  runner-up  and  the  Silver 
Medal  Certificate  for  having  the  most  blue  ribbons.  To  me  these  accomplish¬ 
ments  were  exciting  and  actually  made  the  hard  work  that  I  involved  into 
raising  and  caring  for  my  iris  gardens  pay  off. 

Another  very  exciting  experience  was  my  4-H  demonstration,  “Put  Color  In 
Your  Life — Plant  Irises”,  that  I  performed.  In  this  demonstration  I  told  about 
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the  different  parts  of  an  iris,  how  to  construct  an  iris  bed,  and  how  to  groom  an 
iris  for  show,  i  performed  my  demonstration  at  county,  area,  and  the  state 
contests  and  won  champion  and  blue  ribbons  all  the  way. 

The  most  interesting  part  came  after  winning  state,  when  one  of  the  judges 
who  judged  my  work  at  state  sent  me  some  information  about  the  National 
Horticulture  Contest  in  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin.  I  had  the  opportunity  to  do  my 
demonstration  at  the  national  level.  I  decided  to  do  it  after  I  won  at  the  State  4- 
H  Horticulture  Judging  contest  which  automatically  sent  me  to  Wisconsin.  I 
thought  why  not  do  it,  since  I’m  going.  There  I  received  first  runner-up  in  the 
Production  Category  with  my  iris  demonstration.  I  was  so  happy  I  had  chosen 
to  do  it  after  all,  and  that  my  hard  work  had  been  rewarded. 

Throughout  my  five  years  of  being  interested  in  irises,  I  have  had  many 
opportunities  and  have  received  awards  which  led  to  interesting,  exciting, 
and  satisfying  experiences. 

OBSESSION 

Grace  E.  Weber  (Washington) 

Obsessed  by  a  flower?  Of  course  I  am.  The  iris  is  the  most  beautiful  of 
flowers  to  my  way  of  thinking,  roses  not  withstanding. 

My  mother’s  garden  must  have  been  the  place  where  they  first  came  to  my 
notice  when  I  was  a  young  woman  and  modern  irises  were  coming  into  vogue. 
She  belonged  to  a  garden  club  and  at  the  time  she  influenced  me  more  than  I 
knew. 

I  became  a  gardener,  “gardener”,  GARDENER!  Did  I  ever!  And  tall 
bearded  German  irises  were  always  my  first  and  foremost.  In  the  mid-50s  I 
even  sold  them  commercially  and  have  a  1957  Bronze  Medal  Certificate  from 
the  American  Iris  Society  to  prove  it. 

We  lived  on  a  farm  unit  in  the  Columbia  Basin  Project  in  Eastern  Washington 
then.  Tall  bearded  irises  do  wonders  there.  The  color!  The  vigor!  Not  to 
mention  the  lack  of  disease  and  predatory  bugs. 

In  those  days  this  was  a  fresh,  uncontaminated,  wonderfully  fertile  sandy 
soil  which  usually  only  needed  humus  and  nitrogen  to  produce.  Dry  land 
wheat  was  all  that  had  ever  been  cultivated  on  it.  Otherwise,  it  was  bunch 
grass  and  sagebrush  until  the  magic  irrigation  waters  arrived. 

It  was  a  marvelous  place  to  start.  No  leaf  spot.  No  borers.  No  rot.  Great 
sunshine  in  the  summer  and  freezing  winters  to  kill  any  stray  insects  that 
wandered  in.  Well,  there  were  rattlesnakes,  but  mostly  they  stayed  away  from 
the  garden  areas  where  people  lurked  around.  Big  old  barns  with  plenty  of 
mice  were  much  more  to  their  liking. 

My  favorites,  as  well  as  I  can  remember  after  30  years,  include  ARGUS 
PHEASANT,  a  brown  1952  Dykes  Medal  winner;  CLOUDCAP,  a  “flamingo” 
pink;  OLA  KALA,  yellow  1948  Dykes;  SOLID  MAHOGANY;  a  pastel  called 
PALOMINO;  BLUE  SHIMMER,  which  was  a  plicata  with  little  blue  markings  on 
a  whitp  base;  the  plicata  called  RASPBERRY  RIBBON;  WABASH,  an  amoena 
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which  won  the  Dykes  Medal  in  1940,  and  the  dramatic  foliage  of  the  one 
called  ZEBRA. 

I  still  love  browns  and  pinks  the  most.  My  sister-in-law,  Jean,  who  was  my 
partner  in  Basin  Rim  Flower  Farms  located  near  the  town  of  Quincy,  grew 
chrysanthemums  and  even  tried  her  hand  at  hybridizing  irises.  She  managed 
to  have  some  pretty  fair  seedlings,  one  of  which  I  still  grow. 

Two  sudden  deaths  in  the  family  put  an  end  to  our  commercial  (hobby) 
enterprise.  But  my  love  of  the  iris  continued  to  grow. 

Wherever  I  had  a  yard,  I  had  irises.  If  I  had  to  move  without  my  plants  I’d  go 
back  to  someone  I  knew  who  still  had  some  of  my  “stock”  and  get  a  new  start. 
Of  course,  I  kept  getting  catalogs  and  bought  new  starts,  usually  from  the 
bargain  lists  because  there  wasn’t  too  much  money  for  a  hobby. 

Not  until  1988  did  I  rejoin  the  iris  society  and  seriously  begin  collecting 
again.  I  began  getting  new  named  varieties  and  thinking  about  hybridizing 
something  new  and  different,  which  must  be  the  ultimate  satisfaction  for  an 
iris  lover.  This  year  I  have  my  first  seedlings  growing  lustily  in  peat  pots — all 
dwarfs  and  awaiting  a  permanent  location  so  I’ll  perhaps  even  see  a  few 
blooms  in  1992. 

But  1  had  to  move  from  Eastern  Washington  in  the  Ellensburg  area  to 
Western  Washington.  Here  is  a  complete  climate  change — different  soil, 
different  everything!  Did  you  know  slugs  will  eat  the  buds  as  they  appear? 
What’s  beauty  to  our  eyes  must  be  tender  to  their  taste.  I’d  much  rather  cope 
with  a  few  rattlesnakes  than  a  few  hundred  slugs.  Slug  bait,  salt  shakers, 
sharp  shovels  for  slashing  the  slimy  creepers  in  half,  shallow  bowls  of  beer  set 
out  for  them  to  drown  in,  I’ve  done  it  all. 

Too  much  rain,  not  enough  drainage,  rot,  woe  is  me!  I  have  no  garden  plot  of 
my  own  and  have  moved  twice  in  two  years.  Ever  try  farming  out  your  garden 
to  friends  and  relatives?  Sometimes  plain  old  grass  takes  over.  Sometimes 
just  weeds.  People  who  are  sure  they’d  love  to  look  at  the  blossoms  don’t 
understand  about  weeding,  dividing,  planting  at  the  right  depth  or  choosing 
a  well  drained  spot.  Spread  out  over  two  counties  around  Puget  Sound,  I  find 
myself  “rescuing”  tiny  little  starved  rhizomes  (label  okay,  or  maybe  the  kids 
moved  the  markers?),  or  sometimes  marveling  that  the  most  unlikely  hosts 
have  done  just  right.  One  had  beautiful,  big  healthy  “starts”  to  return  to  me 
after  having  cheered  up  her  whole  neighborhood  with  her  wonderful  display 
of  my  loaned  beauties. 

I’ll  always  love  German  irises — tall,  dwarf  or  in-between.  I’ll  find  the  time  to 
fertilize,  transplant,  water  and  weed,  and  I  can  hardly  wait  until  next  spring  to 
see  them  all  over  again. 

Rebloomers?  Maybe  I  can  see  some  of  mine  next  fall,  if  some  of  them  can 
just  stay  put  long  enough.  I  never  was  able  to  manage  reblooming  in  Eastern 
Washington,  but  perhaps  here  .  .  . 

The  magic  word  is  HOPE.  Plants  give  us  that,  above  all  else.  And  hope  is 
food  for  the  very  soul  of  any  human  being,  especially  a  gardener. 
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LET’S  HAVE  MORE  BEAUTIFUL 

IRISES 

Mrs.  W.A.  Machulak  (Wisconsin) 


Iris  lovers  think  all  irises  are  beautiful,  but  true  irisarians  know  which  ones 
are  beautiful  .  .  .  and  why  they  are  beautiful.  The  fact  that  an  iris  won  the 
Dykes  Medal  or  Queen  of  the  Show  doesn’t  make  it  a  five  star  winner. 

Just  what  qualifications  should  a  truly  beautiful  iris  have?  Well,  first  of  all,  it 
has  to  grow  well  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  one  rhizome  that  is  planted  in 
the  fall  should  still  be  there  in  the  spring.  There  are  many  that  stage  a 
disappearing  act  during  this  time  or  just  rot  away.  It  should  increase,  not  like  a 
rabbit,  not  like  an  elephant,  but  somewhere  in  between  3  and  5  increases  a 
year.  Too  many  increases  make  it  necessary  to  divide  the  plant  frequently,  and 
insufficient  increase  requires  lots  of  work  and  very  little  reward.  Secondly,  the 
iris  should  be  borer  resistant.  Some  varieties  are  preferred  by  the  bore  while  it 
finds  others  distasteful.  The  foliage  should  remain  green  and  healthy-looking 
throughout  the  growing  season.  Leaves  should  be  crisp  and  erect,  not  floppy 
and  lying  all  over  the  surrounding  area  covering  neighboring  plants.  Leaf  spot 
and  other  discolorations  are  ugly.  We  want  none  of  that. 

We  want  this  beautiful  iris  to  bloom  each  year.  Irises  that  bloom  sparingly 
require  just  as  much  care  as  floriferous  ones,  so  why  bother  with  skimpy 
bloomers?  The  number  of  buds  on  a  bloom  stalk  is  as  important  as  the  stalks 
themselves.  More  stalks  give  more  buds  which  equal  more  bloom.  The 
manner  in  which  they  open  is  important  too.  If  five  buds  on  each  stalk  open  at 
once,  the  show  will  be  over  quickly.  But,  if  one  or  two  open  at  the  same  time, 
the  gardener  will  enjoy  several  weeks  of  beautiful  bloom  from  an  average  size 
clump  of  irises. 

The  texture  of  these  flowers  is  important.  We  want  blooms  that  can  tolerate 
a  very  warm,  windy  spring  day  and  stalks  which  still  stand  after  a  spring 
storm.  Irises  aren’t  beautiful  lying  on  the  ground  splattered  with  mud,  and  it  is 
not  fun  stomping  around  in  the  rain,  staking  bloom  stalks  to  prevent  this.  The 
color  is  what  catches  our  eye  in  the  first  place  and  magically  draws  us  closer 
to  the  plant.  Muddy  colors  lack  this  magic.  Our  beautiful  iris  will  be  a  brilliant, 
rich  color  with  a  beard  that  enhances  the  total  picture.  However,  too  many 
times  we  are  fascinated  with  color  and  see  nothing  else. 

Size  is  also  important  when  looking  for  our  beautiful  iris.  Some  iris  lovers 
think  that  beauty  can  only  be  found  in  the  tall  bearded  varieties  and  stop  right 
there.  True  irisarians  know  that  beautiful  irises  can  be  found  among  the 
MDB’s,  MTB’s,  IB's  and  BB’s  as  well  as  the  TB’s.  The  requirements  are  the 
same.  One  need  not  worry  about  staking  an  MDB,  but  it  still  must  grow  well, 
look  good,  and  produce  well  to  be  a  beautiful  iris. 

We  all  can’t  become  iris  judges,  nor  do  we  care  to,  but  keeping  the 
qualifications  of  a  beautiful  iris  in  mind  when  we  pick  and  choose  irises  for  our 
growing  pleasure  can  eliminate  many  irises  of  inferior  quality.  In  our  own  little 
way,  we  are  helping  to  upgrade  the  irises  on  the  market  today.  Hybridizers  will 
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eventually  get  the  message  and  will  strive  to  work  toward  the  beautiful  iris, 
thus  eliminating  irises  of  inferior  quality.  We  will  be  happier  knowing  that  the 
money  we  spend  to  buy  irises  is  a  good  investment.  Hybridizers  will  be 
happier  because  they  will  be  selling  more  of  a  better  thing,  and  the  world  will 
be  full  of  happier  people  growing  more  beautiful  irises. 

FEEDBACK  TO  HYBRIDIZERS 

Donna  Aldridge  (Kansas) 

So  many  of  us  think  of  our  favorite  hybridizers  with  some  measure  of  awe — 
and  justly  so.  Their  scientific  and  artistic  creativity  and  sense  of  adventure  is 
fueled  by  great  dedication  and  years  of  hard  work.  At  conventions  and 
elsewhere  it  seems  that  gardeners  often  assume  the  hybridizers  are  unap¬ 
proachable  and  that  nothing  the  individual  has  to  say  to  the  “expert”  could  be 
of  any  worth. 

Yet  we  gardeners  need  to  remember  that  we  are  not  just  bystanders — 
we’re  part  of  the  chain.  We’re  the  last  (and  a  vital)  link.  Ours  are  the  gardens 
the  hybridizers  are  creating  for.  The  hybridizers  need  our  feedback  from 
around  the  country  to  let  them  know  how  their  irises  perform  under  varying 
conditions.  It’s  a  serious  responsibility  that  we  have. 

Some  of  us  wander  blithefully  through  our  gardens  loving  every  flower  we 
see  but  realize  later  that  two  or  three  cultivars  thrive  and  continue  to  enchant 
and  draw  us  back  for  more.  Others  of  us  take  detailed  notes  on  color, 
substance,  number  of  blooms,  qualities  of  foliage  and  stalk,  resistance  to 
pests  and  disease,  vigor  and  bloomtime,  etc.,  and  base  our  preferences  on 
the  sum  total  of  what  we’ve  observed. 

By  the  way,  Judges  Training  Sessions  will  help  you  immeasurably  in  learn¬ 
ing  better  what  to  look  for  in  a  good  iris — whether  you  enroll  to  ultimately 
become  an  AIS  Judge  or  you  simply  audit  the  classes.  It’s  a  real  eye-opener  to 
the  beginning  grower  and  continues  to  be  an  important  tool  for  advancing 
your  knowledge,  understanding  and  enjoyment  through  the  years.  Take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  any  of  these  that  you  can  attend — the  sooner  the  better!  You’ll  be 
far  better  able  to  evaluate  your  own  garden  and  to  nurture  it  into  being  what 
you  want  it  to  be. 

Drop  a  line  to  several  hybridizers  and  let  them  know  how  their  introductions 
are  growing  in  your  garden  and  how  you  like  them.  Whether  it’s  a  report  of 
outstanding  hardiness,  particularly  good  branching,  early  rebloom  or  mag¬ 
ical  coloring,  even  a  note  of  poor  increase  or  low  bud  count,  if  cited  from 
several  geographical  locations,  can  help  the  hybridizers  in  their  programs  of 
developing  optimum  garden  plants.  And  that  will  ultimately  help  you  in  the 
years  to  come  as  the  hybridizers  develop  increasingly  fine  specimens  for  you 
to  enjoy  growing. 

Let  them  know!  The  hybridizers  will  appreciate  your  telling  them  where  their 
creations  are  growing  and  how.  And  you’ll  likely  enjoy  playing  your  part  in  this 
wonderful  iris  adventure,  as  well! 
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THE  SERENDIPITY  SERIES 

Sharon  McAllister  (New  Mexico) 

Pretend  for  a  moment  that  you’re  touring  my  seedling  patch  when  the 
quarterbreds  are  in  full  bloom.  Imagine  a  group  of  flowers  with  moderately 
ruffled  Tall-Bearded  form:  billowing  standards  and  wide,  flaring  falls.  Now 
add  the  accent:  an  arilbred-type  signal  spot  at  the  tip  of  the  beard.  You  see 
many  different  colors:  white,  ivory,  blues,  violets,  yellows  and  browns.  In  some 
flowers,  the  standards  and  falls  are  matching.  In  others,  they’re  contrasting. 
The  overall  effect  ranges  from  elegant  (sky-blue  rim  on  crystal-white  ground 
of  both  standards  and  falls,  with  sky-blue  signal  spot)  to  flambouyant  (golden 
yellow  standards,  caramel-brown  falls,  with  bright  violet-veins  in  the  signal 
area). 

You  may  have  assumed  that  this  is  a  fantasy,  but  it’s  not.  It’s  really  a 
description  of  my  1991  bloom  season  and  a  special  group  of  seedlings  that 
inevitably  inspired  questions  like  “How  did  you  get  that?”  The  short  answer  is 
“serendipity,”  but  that’s  a  bit  too  simple  for  most  people,  so  here’s  the  whole 
story. 

The  usual  definition  of  serendipity  is  the  apparent  aptitude  for  making 
fortunate  discoveries  by  sheer  accident,  but  I  believe  that  this  trait  can  be 
cultivated.  In  other  words,  if  you  have  an  overall  plan,  and  work  through  each 
problem  as  it  comes  along,  you’ll  be  in  a  position  to  take  full  advantage  of  any 
stroke  of  luck  that  comes  your  way.  I  offer  this  tale,  not  because  I  think  you’ll 
want  to  duplicate  my  work,  but  because  it  shows  how  seemingly  unrelated 
problems  can  sometimes  have  a  mutual  solution.  If  you’ll  bear  with  me  as  I 
jump  from  subject  to  subject,  I  think  you’ll  see  an  interesting  pattern  emerge. 

Problem  #1:  I  was  trying  to  line-breed  Gene  Hunt’s  pink  plicata  seedlings, 
which  were  already  proven  to  give  a  high  percentage  of  offspring  with  strong 
aril  characteristics  when  crossed  with  arils  and  arilbreds.  This  endeavor  was 
plagued  with  problems.  Here,  the  Tall-Bearded  season  arrives  in  tandem  with 
hot,  dry  winds  that  dessicates  buds  before  they  can  even  open  and  makes  it 
very  difficult  to  set  seeds  on  the  flowers  that  do  open.  Of  the  seedlings  that  I 
did  manage  to  produce,  few  lived  through  their  first  summer  and  none 
survived  to  reach  bloom-size.  I  soon  realized  that  my  garden  conditions  are 
not  at  all  conducive  to  Tall  Bearded  hybridizing. 

Attempted  Solution:  I  obtained  additional  pink  plicatas  from  other  hy¬ 
bridizers  and  tested  them  to  find  ones  that  act  recessively  with  respect  to  the 
arilbreds. 

Current  Status:  This  is  an  ongoing  search.  Most  of  my  seedlings  from  these 
crosses  are  still  too  small  to  bloom.  Of  the  few  that  have  already  bloomed, 
none  have  equalled  the  best  arilbreds  that  were  produced  using  the  Hunt 
plicatas.  Only  time  will  tell  whether  this  is  a  viable  solution. 

Problem  #2:  Conventional  late-summer  planting  resulted  in  a  high  percen¬ 
tage  of  losses  in  the  Tall  Bearded  varieties.  The  rhizomes  that  didn’t  grow 
didn’t  rot  either.  Their  consistency  was  more  that  of  baked  potatoes. 
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Attempted  Solution:  Within  my  own  garden,  I  found  that  transplanting 
during  winter  dormancy  instead  of  summer  dormancy  almost  eliminated 
losses.  This  meant  digging  and  replanting  the  same  day,  without  letting  the 
rhizomes  dry  out.  For  new  acquisitions,  requesting  as  late  a  shipment  as 
possible,  then  holding  the  rhizomes  for  September  or  October  planting 
improved  the  survival  rate,  but  still  didn’t  result  in  as  much  first-year  bloom  as 
I’d  like. 

Current  Status:  Shadecloth  proved  the  answer  for  a  related  problem,  that  of 
getting  baby  arilbred  seedlings  through  their  first  summer,  so  we’re  now 
testing  shadecloth  for  summer  Tall  Bearded  plantings.  Again,  only  time  will 
tell  whether  this  is  an  effective  solution  for  the  Tall  Beardeds — but  the  point  is 
that  if  I  had  found  this  solution  earlier,  it  might  not  have  led  to  the  particular 
example  of  serendipity  that  I’m  writing  about. 

O.K.  Now  that  the  stage  is  set:  Enter  SERENDIPITY,  in  the  form  of  Barry 
Blyth’s  article  in  ASI  Bulletin  #  249,  “An  Approach  to  Breeding  Amoena  and 
Bicolour  Irises.”  This  fascinating  discussion  of  his  work  with  nested  re- 
cessives  and  description  of  his  parallel  lines  provided  the  impetus  I  needed 
to  try  a  different  approach  to  my  problems. 

Some  of  the  ancestors  of  his  current  lines  were  varieties  that  I’d  earlier 
found  to  be  well-adapted  to  my  climate.  I  started  wondering  whether  the 
recessive  amoena  line  he  described  might  be  a  good  candidate  for  combina¬ 
tion  with  my  arils  and  arilbreds.  The  pink  plicata  line  had  already  proven  to  be 
effective;  however,  its  value  for  my  program  was  not  in  its  own  particular  color 
pattern,  but  in  its  ability  to  let  the  aril  qualities  show  through.  Eloping  that  I’d 
found  an  alternate  solution  to  Problem  #1 ,  and  that  the  Blyth  amoenas  would 
also  prove  to  be  effective  when  used  in  this  manner,  I  wrote  for  Barry’s  catalog. 

At  this  point,  my  new  solution  to  the  first  problem  proved  to  also  be  the 
solution  to  the  second  one.  In  February,  Barry  shipped  rhizomes  that  had 
been  dug  in  Australia’s  late  summer.  After  a  quick  trip  between  hemispheres, 
they  arrived  just  as  the  iris  in  my  southern  New  Mexico  garden  were  starting  to 
break  their  winter  dormancy.  The  imports  could,  therefore,  be  planted  imme¬ 
diately,  while  still  fresh,  and  were  well-established  before  the  summer  heat  set 
in.  All  survived  and  the  following  spring  some  produced  seeds  when  crossed 
with  my  arilbreds. 

The  first  seedlings  from  these  experiments  bloomed  in  1988  and  more  have 
followed  each  year.  I’ve  continued  adding  more  Blyth  amoenas  and  bicolor- 
plicatas  to  my  Tall  Bearded  breeding  beds,  crossing  them  with  a  wide  variety 
of  arils  and  arilbreds  to  get  an  interesting  array  of  colors  and  patterns, 
including  some  plicata-like  ones  and  others  with  aril-like  veining,  as  well  as 
the  bicolors  and  tricolors  with  signal  spots.  I’m  continuing  the  experiments, 
trying  to  understand  the  genetics  involved.  Perhaps  in  a  few  more  seasons  I’ll 
have  more  to  report.  .  .  . 

For  now,  I’ll  just  tell  you  that  the  pair  SOSTENIQLJE  X  TRIBE  OF  JUDAH  has 
produced  the  best  seedlings.  SOSTENIQUE  is  a  TB  with  apricot-pink  stan¬ 
dards  and  violet  falls.  TRIBE  OF  JUDAH  is  an  arilbred  with  lilac  standards, 
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brown  falls,  and  near-black  signal  spot.  The  offspring,  as  you  might  expect, 
also  tend  to  have  contrasting  standards  and  falls.  In  fact,  both  of  the  seed¬ 
lings  I  described  at  the  beginning  of  this  article  are  from  this  cross. 

The  real  moral  of  this  story:  Luck  is  where  you  find  it.  Just  keep  looking — 
and  remember  to  share  your  findings  with  the  rest  of  us  through  the  Bulletin! 


DR.  LOOMIS  IRIS  TRIAL  GARDEN 

Mike  Moller  (Colorado) 

The  Dr.  Loomis  Memorial  Trial  garden  enjoyed  its  first  year  with  first,  sec¬ 
ond,  and  third  year  irises  to  be  tested.  We  now  have  a  total  of  27  beds  of  irises 
representing  many  classes. 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  the  hybridizers  who  have  submitted  their  irises  to  be 
tested.  Without  their  donations  we  would  not  be  able  to  have  a  successful  test 
garden.  We  have  57  hybridizers  participating  in  these  gardens.  These 
hybridizers  display  a  willingness  to  make  sure  that  their  seedlings  and 
introductions  perform  well  in  other  areas  of  the  country.  These  concerned 
hybridizers  are:  Terry  Aitken,  J.  Allen,  L.  Beeman,  Jim  Begley,  Paul  Black,  B. 
Brown,  Jimmy  Burch,  Monty  Byers,  Franklin  Carr,  Stan  Dexter,  and  Bob  & 
Mary  Dunn.  Jack  Durrance,  Perry  Dyer,  Allan  Ensminger,  R.  Euer,  Dennis  & 
Cathy  Gates,  Jim  Hedgecock,  Joe  Hoage,  N.  Henderson,  Sterling  Innerest, 
and  Ingersol  Iris  Gardens.  Robert  Jefferies,  Bennett  Jones,  Frank  Jones,  Carl 
Jorgensen,  Keith  Keppel,  John  Knudtson,  L.  Lauer,  Ray  Lyons,  Tom  Magee, 
Clarence  Mahan,  Bob  Mallory,  A.  McWhirter,  Jim  McWhirter,  and  V.  Messick. 
L.  Michel,  Anna  Mae  Miller,  David  Miller,  Mike  Moller,  Roger  Nelson,  Dave 
Niswonger,  Riley  Probst,  Lola  Quinn,  Ed  Roberts,  and  Francis  &  Ruth  Rogers. 
Don  Shepard,  Harold  Stahly,  W.W.  Steinhauer,  Vernon  Wood,  Chris  Vizvarie, 
C.  Vossen,  and  Lloyd  Zurbrigg.  We  also  received  irises  this  year  from  Law¬ 
rence  Ransom,  a  hybridizer  from  La  Tour,  France.  He  is  using  results  from  this 
test  garden  to  determine  if  his  seedlings  should  be  introduced. 

The  year  1991  produced  five  Loomis  Award  winning  irises.  The  winners  are: 
3  Year  Tall  Bearded — LACE  ARTISTRY — Terry  Aitken 
2  Year  Tall  Bearded — T28-2 — Lloyd  Zurbrigg 
1  Year  Tall  Bearded — NORMA  JEAN — Dr.  Jack  Durrance 
Highest  Scored  SDB — CAR  HOP — Paul  Black 
Highest  Scored  IB — JOHN — Allan  Ensminger 

Here  is  a  review  of  the  top  irises  in  each  class. 

3  Year  Classes 

3  YEAR  TB  CLASS — The  winner  of  this  class  was  LACE  ARTISTRY  with  a 
score  of  86.  (point  scored  according  to  AIS  Judges  Handbook)  This  was  an 
outstanding  pink,  laced  iris  introduced  by  Terry  Aitken.  We  received  two 
rhizomes  of  this  iris  and  the  second  rhizome  scored  an  83  for  third  place. 
These  irises  were  slow  to  peform  the  first  year,  but  this  year  we  had  18  fans,  7 
bloomstalks,  supporting  8  buds.  Most  blooms  lasted  3  to  4  days  in  a  very 
windy  year. 
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The  second  place  winner  was  last  year’s  Loomis  winner,  CONJURATION  by 
Monty  Byers.  Perfect  branching  on  very  tall,  wind  resistant  stalks,  make  this 
iris  a  must  for  the  garden.  It  has  scored  in  the  top  3  every  year  we  have  tested 
it.  A  second  place  score  of  85  was  also  received  by  CORAL  COAST.  This  iris 
was  introduced  by  Chris  Vizvarie  of  Oklahoma.  It  has  an  outstanding  light 
coral  to  cream  color  with  perfect  branching  and  9  buds.  Fourth  place  was 
PALAZZO  (82)  by  Tom  Magee — a  beautiful  ruffled  and  laced  yellow  and  white 
iris.  Fifth  place  went  to  RAINBOW  TOUR  (81)  by  Paul  Black.  A  ruffled  bi-color 
with  outstanding  branching.  The  sixth  place  winner  was  C52-3  (79)  a  seed¬ 
ling  by  Monty  Byers.  This  seedling  has  rebloomed  in  our  climate.  It  scored  a 
perfect  30  points  for  plant  characteristics,  the  only  iris  to  do  this.  It  had  29 
large  fans,  12  bloomstalks,  8  buds,  and  it  bloomed  over  4  weeks. 

Other  top  irises  in  the  3  Year  TB  class  were:  TENNISON  RIDGE  (76), 
SPICED  CIDER  (75),  BUTTERCRISP  (74),  VIDA  (73),  CLASS  ACT  (72), 
COCOA  PUFF  (72),  DEITY  (72),  ISLAND  SONG  (72),  LOVING  THOUGHTS 

(72) ,  MAGIC  SONG  (72),  and  SUMMER  WHITE  (72). 

3  YEAR  BB  CLASS — This  class  was  topped  by  PEACH  PETALS  (78),  an 
introduction  by  Dave  Niswonger.  Outstanding  color  combination  with  white 
standards  and  peach  falls.  Great  plant  habits  made  this  iris  a  winner. 

3  YEAR  MTB  CLASS — The  leader  was  LADY  EMMA  by  Frank  Jones.  This 
iris  did  not  perform  well  according  to  MTB  requirements,  but  it  was  the  best 
rebloomer  of  all  irises  in  the  garden. 

3  YEAR  IB  CLASS — This  class  was  topped  by  OBLIGATO  (72)  by  Hal 
Stahly.  It  is  a  petite  light  peach  orange  that  has  good  form.  A  great  addition  to 
the  IB  class. 

3  YEAR  SDB  CLASS — SPLASH  OF  RED  by  Dave  Niswonger.  This  iris  was  a 
Loomis  winner  last  year. 

2  Year  Classes 

2  YEAR  TB  CLASS — This  class  was  headed  by  T28-2  (84),  a  seedling  of 
Lloyd  Zurbrigg.  A  light  blue  with  large  deep  blue  beards,  it  had  beautiful 
branching  with  11  buds  per  stalk.  Runner-up  in  this  class  was  ORANGE 
JEWELIUS  (82)  by  Dave  Miller.  It  is  a  medium  orange  with  nice  ruffling,  form, 
and  substance.  This  iris  had  17  fans,  7  bloomstalks  supporting  9  buds  each. 
Third  place  was  AMERICA’S  CUP  by  Jim  McWhirter.  This  iris  was  a  large 
clean  white  with  great  substance.  Mary  Dunn  hybridized  our  4th  and  5th 
place  winners,  TRAX  (77)  and  GO  AROUND  (75).  Trax  has  light  yellow 
standards  with  cream  white  falls  bordered  with  light  violet.  It  had  11  buds  per 
stalk  that  seemed  to  have  3  open  flowers  at  all  times.  GO  AROUND  is  a  light 
violet-blue  on  white  plicata  with  very  good  branching.  Tied  for  5th  place  was 
ICE  FESTIVAL  (75)  by  Jim  Hedgecock.  This  icy  white  has  outstanding  plant 
habits.  Other  notable  2  year  TB’s  are  GOLDEN  IDOL  (74),  JAZZABEL  (74), 
MANUSCRIPT  (73),  PUNKIN  PATCH  (73),  RI-80-1A  seedling  by  Ruth  Rogers 

(73) ,  TARGET  (73),  DRACULA’S  SHADOW  (71),  BETTY  JOYCE  (70), 
COMANCHE  WARRIOR  (70),  TRUE  VALOR  (70),  and  V46  Sept,  seedling  by 
Zurbrigg  (70). 
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2  YEAR  BB  CLASS — Topped  by  ZINK  PINK  (78)  by  Allan  Ensminger. 
Outstanding  BB  proportion,  color,  and  substance  helped  this  iris  score  well. 
SEMPER  FI  (74)  by  Ames  was  second  place,  a  nice  bi-color  with  yellow 
standards  and  red  falls. 

2  YEAR  IB  CLASS — This  class  was  loaded  with  outstanding  irises.  The 
Loomis  winner  was  JOHN  (87)  by  Allan  Ensminger.  This  iris  had  30  +  fans,  21 
bloomstalks,  and  a  five  week  bloom  season.  A  distinctive  color  combination 
of  brown  standards  and  yellow  falls  makes  this  a  winner  for  the  garden. 
Second  place  was  the  1990  AIS  Convention  Favorite,  MORNING  SHOW  (86), 
another  Ensminger  iris.  This  iris  is  one  of  the  best  reds  in  any  class.  It  also  has 
perfect  branching.  Third  place  was  BLUE  EYED  BLONDE  (84)  by  Ensminger. 
A  nice  yellow  with  distinctive  blue  beards.  The  fourth  place  was  yet  another 
Ensminger  iris,  KERMIT  (82).  This  greenish  iris  has  an  extremely  long  bloom 
season,  and  for  hybridizers  it  set  many  bee  pods. 

2  YEAR  SDB  CLASS — Allan  Ensminger  dominated  the  IB  class,  and  this 
class  was  dominated  by  Paul  Black.  CAR  HOP  (86)  was  a  Loomis  winner  as 
the  top  scored  SDB.  This  iris  has  a  very  distinctive  coloring  of  medium  blue 
standards  and  darker  falls  that  are  rimmed  with  a  lighter  color  blue.  It  scored 
perfect  in  the  areas  of  color,  floriferiousness,  foliage,  and  distinctiveness.  It 
had  25+  fans,  with  22  bloomstalks.  Second  place  was  BLUE  NEON  (85)  a 
very  strange  bluish  color.  Third  place  was  SILK  PETALS  (79),  a  creamy  white 
and  yellow  iris  that  was  very  well  named.  The  petals  had  a  silky  feeling  with  the 
look  of  fine  porcelain.  Fourth  place  was  SASS  WITH  CLASS  (78).  This  iris  had 
an  amazing  50+  fans  and  25  bloomstalks. 

1  Year  Classes 

1  YEAR  TB  CLASS — This  class  has  over  200  entries.  Normally,  we  might  not 
give  a  Loomis  award  to  a  1  year  iris,  but  to  score  the  highest  in  this  large  group 
is  an  accomplishment  that  should  be  rewarded.  The  top  iris  was  NORMA 
JEAN  (80)  by  Jack  Durrance,  a  nice  medium  to  hot  pink  color  with  perfect 
branching  and  10  buds.  Each  flower  lasted  4  days.  Second  place  winner  was 
PASSION  FLOWER  (73)  from  Monty  Byers.  It  is  a  tannish  brown-yellow  blend 
with  large  horns,  very  distinctive,  and  with  great  form.  Third  was  84U18  (72)  by 
Paul  Black.  This  iris  has  a  distinctive  color  with  perfect  branching.  Tied  for 
third  was  a  Byers  seedling,  F30-1 .  Fourth  place  was  a  tie  between  three  irises. 
C-82-1-H  (70)  by  Jim  Hedgecock  was  a  soft  pastel  blend  of  orange,  peach, 
yellow  and  cream.  G63-2  (70)  by  Monty  Byers  was  a  white  iris  with  the  largest 
spoons  I  have  ever  seen.  HEAVENLY  BLISS,  another  Byers  introduction,  had 
nicely  formed  flowers  on  a  very  good  plant. 

Other  notable  irises  in  this  class  are:  86-7,  a  seedling  by  John  Knudtson 
(68);  LET’S  PRETEND  (68);  Q82-4A,  a  seedling  by  Cathy  Gates  (68);  84-72-1 , 
a  seedling  by  Hedgecock  (67);  FLY  WITH  ME  (67);  MY  SHADOW  (67); 
RAMONA  HOWARD  (67);  and  TRANQUIL  SUNSHINE  (67). 

1  YEAR  BB  CLASS — The  BB  class  was  dominated  by  Colorado 
hybridizers.  The  top  border  was  RED  ROOSTER  (82)  by  Jack  Durrance.  This 
red  was  outstanding  in  every  way,  and  1  stalk  with  8  buds  bloomed  for  over 
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four  weeks.  The  second  place  BB  was  MOSTEST  (79)  by  Jack  Durrance. 
Similar  in  color  to  his  iris  CURIOUS  YELLOW,  this  yellow  holds  its  color  in 
bright  sunlight,  with  no  fading.  Third  was  CAIRO  LAD  (78)  by  Ray  Lyons.  This 
may  be  his  best  introduction  to  date.  Perfectly  formed  gold  standards  over 
black  falls  reminds  me  of  SHAMAN,  but  in  border  size.  Fourth  place  was 
RHINEMAIDENS(740)  by  Tom  Magee.  Nice  yellow /white  combination  that  is 
ruffled  and  laced.  Fifth  place  was  FAUX  PAS  by  Keith  KeppeS.  This  is  a  hard  to 
describe  colorful  plicata  that  only  Keith  could  hybridize. 

1  YEAR  MTB  CLASS— This  class  was  topped  by  9-27-49  by  Riley  Probst. 
Very  nice  proportion  for  this  class  on  yellow  white  combined  iris. 

1  YEAR  SIB  CLASS— Top  Siberian  was  seedling  85-17-8  (77)  by  Anna  Mae 
Miller.  This  was  a  bright  yellow  with  8  fans,  2  bloomstalks,  and  4  buds.  Second 
place  was  AQUA  WHISPERS  (73)  by  Anna  Mae  Miller.  Nicely  blended  color 
combination  and  3  bloomstalks. 

1  YEAR  IB  CLASS— -BROADWAY  BABY  (83)  by  Joe  Gatty  was  the  tops  in 
this  class.  This  iris  has  Broadway-like  coloring  but  unique  purple  spots  on  the 
gold  standards.  It  has  perfect  proportion  for  the  SB  class. 

~  1  YEAR  SDB  CLASS— The  best  of  this  class  was  KIWI  CAPERS  (82)  by 
Dave  Niswonger.  A  plicata  or  thumbprint  type  iris  with  colors  of  pinks  and 
purples.  Very  hard  to  describe  but  a  real  addition  to  the  SDB  class.  Second 
was  VELVET  HAMMER  (76)  by  Chris  Vizvarie.  This  iris  had  14  fans  and  4 
bloomstalks  on  a  1  year  plant. 

1  YEAR  Ji  CLASS— This  was  the  first  year  for  irises  in  this  class.  Many 
region  20  members  shy  away  from  planting  Japanese  irises  in  our  climate.  We 
had  5  Japanese  1  year  plants  and  all  bloomed.  The  leader  was  ROSE 
FRAPPE  (78).  This  iris  had  5  fans  and  2  bloomstalks  with  3  buds.  A  great 
looking  flower  to  judges  that  are  unfamiliar  with  this  class.  We  thank  Anna  Mae 
Miller  for  providing  all  the  irises  in  this  class. 

1  YEAR  LOUISIANA  CLASS— We  received  over  15  irises  from  Mary  Dunn 
for  this  class.  Louisianas  are  another  class  of  iris  that  are  not  common  to  the 
region.  These  one  year  plants  have  exceptional  growth  but  no  blooms  this 
year.  I  can’t  wait  to  see  what  they  do  next  year! 

Many  people  from  all  over  the  country  visited  the  gardens.  We  provided 
guided  tours  for  the  public  and  judges  training  for  AIS  judges.  A  video  was 
produced  and  should  be  mailed  to  ail  RVP’s  by  the  time  you  read  this.  I  hope 
everyone  looks  at  the  videos  and  enjoys  the  irises  in  this  lovely  garden. 

All  hybridizers  are  invited  to  participate  in  this  3  year  test  garden.  Any 
questions  or  comments  should  be  directed  to  Mike  Moller,  3455  Vallejo  Court, 
Colorado  Springs,  CO.  80918. 
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HYBRIDIZING  LOUISIANA  IRISES— 
TETRAPLOID  AND  INTERPLOIDY 

HYBRIDIZING 

Joseph  K.  Mertzweiller  (Louisiana) 

Ever  since  Dykes  crossed  the  species  I.  fulva  X  I.  brevicaulis  (1908)  and 
produced  the  hybrids  FULVALA  and  FULVALA  VIOLACEA  hybridizing  in  the 
series  Flexagonae  has  been  underway.  This  proceeded  very  slowly  at  first. 
During  the  1915-1925  period  some  irises  were  collected,  but  there  was  little 
planned  hybridizing.  A  great  boost  in  interest  came  as  a  result  of  the  explora¬ 
tions  and  writings  of  Dr.  John  K.  Small  of  the  New  York  Botanical  Garden. 0) 
His  activities  were  mostly  during  the  period  1925-1933.  There  was  still  very 
little  planned  hybridizing  and  most  amateurs  and  professionals  in  botany  and 
horticulture  depended  on  collecting  and  bumblebee  crosses  involving  a 
distribution  of  species  and  natural  hybrids  which  covered  most  of  south 
Louisiana  and  much  of  Florida.  The  true  extent  of  this  distribution  will  proba¬ 
bly  never  be  known.  Due  to  natural  and  man-made  forces  the  distribution 
today  is  probably  less  than  10%  of  what  it  once  was. 

The  next  big  step  was  the  formation  of  the  Society  for  Louisiana  Irises  in 
1941  through  the  efforts  of  Prof.  Ira  “Ike”  Nelson,  Mr.  W.  B.  MacMillan  and 
several  others.  This  brought  together  efforts  in  collecting,  growing  and 
hybridizing  and  progress  became  more  rapid  and  commonplace.  In  1991  this 
Society  celebrated  its  fiftieth  anniversary,  one  of  very  few  such  organizations 
to  achieve  this  milestone.  Progress  in  all  aspects  of  Louisiana  irises  is  docu¬ 
mented  in  the  book  The  Louisiana  Iris  published  in  1988J2)  The  Society  for 
Louisiana  Irises  is  today  the  clearing  house  for  all  information  about  these 
irises. 

The  main  objective  of  this  article  is  to  inform  interested  irisarians  and 
potential  new  hybridizers  where  hybridizing  of  Louisiana  irises  stands  today 
and  give  some  idea  of  what  may  be  anticipated  in  the  future. 

Comparisons  with  Bearded  Iris  Hybridizing 

If  one  compares  the  history  of  hybridizing  of  Louisiana  irises  with  that  of  the 
bearded  irises,  there  are  both  similarities  and  strong  differences.  Due  to  very 
hot  and  wet  summers,  the  bearded  irises  are  very  difficult  to  grow  in  the 
southern  halves  of  Louisiana,  Texas,  Mississippi,  Alabama  and  all  of  Florida. 
Louisiana  irises  thrive  under  these  conditions.  Given  some  selection  of  vari¬ 
eties,  Louisianas  can  be  grown  in  almost  any  section  of  the  country  where 
bearded  irises  are  grown.  Ail  information  about  bearded  irises  presented 
here  is  from  the  literature  while  information  on  hybridizing  Louisiana  irises 
represents  nearly  forty  years  of  intensive  experience  by  the  writer. 

Modern  bearded  and  Louisiana  hybrids  both  originated  from  diploid  spe¬ 
cies.  Today’s  hybrids  are  quite  a  distance  removed  from  the  species,  with 
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bearded  hybrids  much  further  removed  than  Louisianas.  Today’s  tall  bearded 
irises  are  100%  tetraploid  and  were  produced  by  crossing  the  diploid  species 
and  hybrids  with  collected  tetraploids.  This  involved  an  unusual  and,  at  the 
time,  unknown  genetic  mechanism  which  will  be  discussed  later.  Until  1973 
practically  all  Louisiana  species  and  hybrids  were  diploid.  Even  today,  less 
than  1%  of  Louisiana  cultivars  are  tetraploid. 

About  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century  bearded  hybridizing  was  done 
mainly  in  Europe  and  England  and  based  on  diploid  species  from  central 
Europe.  The  hybrids  had  a  fairly  broad  color  range,  limited  color  patterns, 
generally  small  size,  but  were  hardly  in  central  Europe.  These  were  the 
bearded  irises  which  were  imported  into  this  country  in  the  late  1800s  and 
were  used  by  early  American  hybridizers.  The  European  hybridizers  felt  they 
had  reached  the  practical  limits  of  development  about  1890.  At  this  time  little 
was  known  about  genetic  principles  and  scientific  hybridizing.  Although 
Mendel’s  work  had  been  published  some  time  before,  it  was  just  beginning  to 
be  appreciated  by  leading  botanists.  But  the  hybridizers  knew  they  must 
introduce  “new  and  different  species,”  preferably  from  different  locations,  if 
further  progress  was  to  be  made. 

Sir  Michael  Foster  and  other  European  hybridizers  solved  this  problem  by 
having  missionaries  collect  bearded  irises  in  the  wild  in  the  eastern  Mediter¬ 
ranean  countries  and  in  Asia.  These  bearded  irises  were  “different,”  very 
large  and  tall  and  mostly  white  and  blue  in  color.  They  proved  not  too  hardy  in 
cold  central  Europe,  probably  because  of  their  origin  in  warmer  climates. 
Hybridizing  the  collected  irises  with  the  older  European  irises  was  difficult, 
just  how  difficult  we  will  probably  never  know.  But  the  hybridizers  persisted 
and  the  new  “species”  completely  revolutionized  hybridizing  of  bearded 
irises  in  a  few  decades. 

This  was  the  remarkable  transition  of  the  bearded  irises  from  the  early 
diploids  to  modern  tetraploids.  The  early  hybridizers  knew  nothing  about 
genes,  chromosomes  and  ploidy  levels.  This  was  to  come  much  later  with  the 
work  of  Marc  Simonet  and  L.  F.  Randolph.  This  transition  is  emphasized  as  an 
outstanding  example  of  what  can  be  accomplished  by  dedicated  effort.  By 
1940  all  new  introductions  of  bearded  irises  were  tetraploid,  and  were  much 
larger,  more  varied  in  color  patterns  and  very  superior  to  the  early  diploids. 

Also  about  1940  very  little  was  being  done  with  Louisiana  irises  other  than 
collecting  in  the  wild  and  growing  them  in  a  few  gardens.  With  emphasis  by 
the  newly-formed  Society  for  Louisiana  Irises,  collectors  and  growers  began 
to  realize  the  advantages  of  controlled  hybridizing.  Initially  this  centered  on 
the  collected  natural  hybrids  which  were  to  play  a  great  role,  probably  a  much 
greater  role  than  in  development  of  the  bearded  irises.  A  large  number  of  high 
quality  natural  hybrids,  collected  in  the  1930s  and  1940s,  were  to  become  the 
foundation  stock  for  hybridizing.  This  was  culminated  by  the  discovery  of  the 
“Abbeville  Irises”  by  W.  B.  MacMillan  in  1938.  These  were  large  and  colorful, 
reds,  pinks  and  yellows,  which  grew  only  in  a  very  limited  area  around 
Abbeville,  Louisiana.  They  were  of  undetermined  origin;  later  Dr.  Randolph 
gave  them  species  rank  (I.  nelsonii)  and  determined  they  resulted  from 
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natural  hybridization  and  stabilization  over  an  undetermined  period  of  time. 
The  species  I.  nelsonii  turned  out  to  be  diploid.  In  hybridizing,  I.  nelsonii 
probably  contributed  more  than  any  other  species  to  development  of  Loui¬ 
siana  irises. 

First  generation  controlled  hybrids  began  to  appear  in  considerable  num¬ 
bers  in  the  late  1940s,  second  and  third  generations  in  the  1950s  and  more 
advanced  generations  in  the  1960s  and  1970s.  All  these  were  diploid.  By 
1940  the  bearded  irises  had  completed  the  transition  from  diploid  to  tetra- 
ploid,  but  for  Louisiana  this  was  not  yet  on  the  horizon. 

One  other  item  is  important  in  comparison  of  hybridizing  activities.  This 
involves  the  number  of  hybridizers.  Louisiana  hybridizers  probably  never 
numbered  more  than  two  or  three  dozen,  if  that  many.  Bearded  iris  hybridizers 
probably  number  in  the  hundreds.  Louisiana  hybridizers  were  and  continue 
to  be  almost  exclusively  amateurs.  This  should  indicate  to  the  would-be 
Louisiana  hybridizer  the  potential  and  opportunities  which  exist. 

Tetraploid  Louisianas  Make  Their  Appearance 

No  tetraploid  Louisiana  iris  was  ever  found  in  nature.  This  is  probably  the 
most  significant  difference  in  comparison  with  bearded  irises.  Two  triploid 
Louisianas  were  found;  both  may  have  been  lost  and  will  not  be  discussed 
here.  Thus  it  was  not  possible  to  effect  the  type  of  transition  to  tetraploids  by 
hybridizing  as  was  done  with  the  bearded  irises. 

Tetraploid  Louisianas  became  a  reality  in  1972  with  the  first  bloom  of 
PROFESSOR  CLAUDE  and  PROFESSOR  IKE.  These  irises  resulted  from 
doubling  the  chromosomes  of  diploids  with  colchicine,  a  naturally-occurring 
plant  chemical  which  has  this  unusual  property.  This  type  of  chemical  poly- 
ploidization  is  sometimes  known  as  “mitotic  polyploidization”  since  the  col¬ 
chicine  acts  during  the  process  of  mitosis.  Experiments  began  in  1964  and 
continued  through  1977.  Success  was  not  easily  achieved.  Certain  plants  are 
easier  than  others  for  doubling  chromosomes  with  colchicine  and  Louisiana 
irises  are  by  no  means  an  easy  subject.  This  extensive  effort  is  described  in 
detail  elsewhere  and  will  not  be  repeated  hereJ3) 

All  tetraploid  Louisianas  available  today  were  derived  from  “chimeras” 
which  are  irises  partially  converted  to  the  tetraploid  state.  Most  chimeras  are 
unstable  and  revert  back  to  diploids  in  1-5  years.  Stable  tetraploids  were 
achieved  by  chimera  X  chimera  hybridizing.  This  was  quite  difficult  since 
most  chimeras  tend  to  be  sterile.  Persistence  again  paid  off  and  by  1975  three 
stable  tetraploids,  PROFESSOR  CLAUDE,  PROFESSOR  IKE,  (siblings)  and 
PROFESSOR  PAUL  were  available.  Other  tetraploids,  including  many  seed¬ 
lings  were  produced  later  by  chimera  X  tetraploid  hybridizing  which  is  con¬ 
siderably  easier  than  the  chimera  X  chimera  route.  PROFESSOR  SIGMUND, 
PROFESSOR  ELLIS,  PROFESSOR  JIM,  PROFESSOR  BARBARA,  PRO¬ 
FESSOR  MARTA  MARIE  and  PROFESSOR  NEIL  all  have  chimera  X  tetraploid 
backgrounds.  Also  very  important  were  chimeras  from  the  diploids  WHEEL- 
FIORSE  and  PRESIDENT  FEDLEY.  In  this  way  some  of  the  best  diploid  genes 
were  transferred  to  the  tetraploid  line. 
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Only  a  few  other  hybridizers,  Ken  Durio,  Bob  Raabe  and  Valera  Chenoweth 
have  registered  Louisiana  tetraploids.  These  are  all  derived  from  PRO¬ 
FESSOR  CLAUDE  and  PROFESSOR  IKE.  At  this  writing  only  23  tetraploids 
are  registered  with  AIS.  Most  of  these  are  somewhat  fertile  both  ways,  though 
not  highly  fertile.  Limited  fertility  is  a  very  significant  problem  in  hybridizing 
with  tetraploid  Louisianas. 

in  addition  to  reduced  fertility  and  difficulties  in  producing  large  amounts  of 
tetraploid  seed,  there  are  other  problems  which  only  time  and  extensive 
tetraploid  hybridizing  can  solve.  One  problem  is  a  limited  variation  of  the 
tetraploid  color  range.  Most  tetraploids  available  today  are  dark  colored, 
purples,  reds  and  rose  reds.  There  are  a  few  yellows,  almost  no  pinks  and  no 
whites.  This  probably  results  from  extensive  4n  X  4n  line  breeding  and 
intensification  of  the  more  dominant  darker  colors.  For  undetermined  reasons 
some  tetraploid  Louisianas  seem  less  cold  hardy  than  diploids.  Another 
problem  is  associated  with  opening  of  some  tetraploid  blooms.  Some  blooms 
show  very  heavy  substance  and  have  much  heavier  and  thicker  floral  parts 
than  diploids.  This  can  cause  the  blooms  to  open  more  slowly  or  even  open 
incompletely.  This  does  not  apply  to  all  tetraploids,  but  it  is  definitely  a 
problem  which  can  probably  be  overcome  by  hybridizing. 

Crossing  tetraploids  with  tetraploids,  4n  X  4n  hybridizing  is  the  usual 
method  of  producing  new  and  improved  tetraploid  hybrids.  This  has  been  the 
main  path  of  improving  bearded  irises  since  the  early  1900s  and  is  practically 
the  only  method  in  use  today.  Precise  dates  cannot  be  given  but  4n  X  4n 
hybridizing  began  with  bearded  irises  at  least  75  years  before  it  began  with 
Louisianas  in  1975.  The  work  with  Louisianas  involved  very  few  plants  and 
extensive  inbreeding. 

Although  tetraploid  hybridizing  with  Louisianas  has  improved  in  recent 
years,  it  remains  definitely  more  difficult  than  diploid  hybridizing.  This  is 
illustrated  in  the  following  table  which  compares  diploid  and  tetraploid 
hybridizing. 


TYPICAL 

1990 

TYPICAL 

1990 

DIPLOID  DIPLOID** 

TETRAPLOID  TETRAPLOID 

2n  X  2n 

2n  X  2n 

4n  X  4n 

4n  X  4n 

POLLINATIONS 

— 

361 

— 

75 

%  POD  SET 

80-85 

91.6 

45 

60 

SEED/POD 

28-30 

37 

9-14 

10.6 

SEED/POLL. 

22-26 

33.6 

3-8 

6.3 

%  GERMINATION* 

30-60 

39.5 

30-40 

32.8 

*  First  year  germination 

**  Average,  1985-1989 

Pod  set  and  seeds  per  pod  by  tetraploids  are  currently  much  below  that  for 
diploids.  This  is  due  to  reduced  fertility.  Producing  a  tetraploid  Louisiana 
seedling  today  is  about  five  times  as  difficult  as  producing  a  diploid  seedling. 
In  earlier  years,  1975-1980  for  example,  the  degree  of  difficulty  was  12-15 
times.  It  is  doubtful  that  the  currently  available  tetraploids  will  improve  greatly 
in  this  capacity  in  the  future.  The  best  approach  is  probably  to  introduce 
greater  variability  into  the  tetraploid  line  (1)  by  use  of  colchicine  or  other 
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chemical  agents  for  mitotic  polyploidization  and  (2)  by  interploidy  hybridizing 
or  meiotic  polyploidization  as  described  subsequently.  This,  followed  by 
extensive  4n  X  4n  hybridizing  of  more  variable  tetraploid  lines  should  lead  to 
the  degree  of  tetraploid  perfection  now  enjoyed  by  the  bearded  irises. 

What  about  seed  germination?  Germination  of  both  diploid  and  tetraploid 
Louisiana  seed  is  variable.  First  year  germination  of  diploid  seed  (large 
amounts)  will  vary  from  30-35%  to  as  much  as  60%.  Germination  of  individual 
pods  will  vary  from  zero  to  100%.  Tetraploid  seed  seldom  exceeds  40%  first 
year  germination  although  individual  pods  also  approach  100%.  Overall, 
tetraploid  seed  appears  to  germinate  somewhat  poorer  than  diploid  seed. 

Reasons  for  the  high  variability  in  germination  are  unknown.  Little,  if  any, 
meaningful  research  has  been  done.  Certainly  the  germination  potential  for 
various  crosses  can  be  expected  to  vary  according  to  many  genetic  factors. 
Some  crosses  will  be  inherently  easier  to  germinate  than  others.  But  what 
about  planting  media  and  other  factors  such  as  temperature,  moisture,  acid¬ 
ity?  Great  benefits  might  accrue  from  careful  study  of  these  variables.  One 
observation  repeatedly  made  by  this  writer  is  that  a  large  part  of  the  seed 
which  does  not  germinate  promptly  (three  months)  will  have  rotted.  Digging 
the  seed  reveals  only  the  husk  of  the  seed  coat.  Other  limited  observations 
indicate  no  advantages  for  chipping  the  seed  coat  or  for  refrigeration. 

Regardless  of  what  else  is  done  the  effort  on  4n  X  4n  hybridizing  should  be 
continued  and  increased.  It  will  be  some  years  before  expanded  and  more 
variable  tetraploid  lines  become  available.  Effort  and  perseverence  with 
available  tetraploid  lines  are  essential.  It  is  most  important  that  the  number  of 
hybridizers  be  expanded  from  a  mere  handful  to  at  least  several  dozen. 

Interploidy  Hybridizing-— 2n  X  4n  and  4n  X  2n 

All  botanists  and  geneticists  agree  interploidy  hybridizing,  bringing  to¬ 
gether  parents  of  different  ploidy  levels,  is  very  difficult.  Although  the  parents 
may  be  closely  related  taxonomically,  diploids  and  tetraploids  are  highly 
cross-sterile  with  each  other  and  seldom  produce  viable  seeds.  Why  then 
should  one  undertake  this  approach? 

There  are  a  number  of  reasons  for  considering  interploidy  hybridizing  in  the 
Louisiana  group.  The  most  compelling  reason  is  the  background  and  advan¬ 
tages  this  produced  with  the  bearded  irises.  Another  reason  is  a  possible 
increase  in  fertility  of  the  tetraploid  Louisianas  and  overcoming  the  problems 
documented  elsewhere  in  this  article.  A  third  reason  is  to  increase  the  genetic 
potential  of  the  tetraploids  by  introducing  the  genes  now  present  only  in 
diploids. 

It  has  been  emphasized  how  bearded  iris  hybridizing  was  revolutionized  by 
inter-crossing  eastern  Mediterranean/Asiatic  tetraploids  with  European  di¬ 
ploids  to  produce  new  and  improved  tetraploids.  Whether  this  can  be  done 
with  Louisianas  remains  speculative. 

Inter-crossing  diploids  and  tetraploids,  if  it  produces  anything  at  all,  might 
be  expected  to  give  triploids  from  the  n  +  2n  (or  2n  +  n)  gametic  combina- 
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tions.  This  is  the  case  in  some  plant  genera,  for  example  the  daylily 
(Hemerocallis).  Although  some  triploid  bearded  irises  were  produced  in  early 
hybridizing,  most  were  not  outstanding.  Nature  seems  to  frown  on  triploids 
because  they  are  generally  sterile  and  a  dead-end  to  further  reproduction. 
This  is  the  “triploid  block”  which  seems  quite  common  in  the  genus  Iris. 
Triploids,  however,  remain  a  possibility  in  interploidy  hybridizing. 

It  was  a  new  race  of  tetraploids  from  2n  X  4n  (or  reciprocal)  hybridizing 
which  was  so  revolutionary  with  bearded  irises.  These  tetraploids  resulted 
from  an  unusual  path  of  2n  +  2n  meiotic  combination.  Diploids  normally 
undergo  meiotic  or  reduced  cell  division  to  produce  n  sex  cells  (male  and 
female  gametes).  The  normal  path  is  then  for  n  +  n  meiotic  combinations  to 
occur  on  fertilization  giving  diploid  (2n)  progeny.  For  tetraploids  the  normal 
path  is  to  form  2n  gametes  which  combine  to  give  4n  progeny.  There  is 
normally  no  change  in  ploidy  level  compared  to  the  parent  plants. 

Very  rarely,  reductive  cell  division  fails  to  occur  and  the  result  is  2n  gametes 
rather  than  n  gametes  from  a  diploid  parent.  Both  male  and  female  unre¬ 
duced  gametes  are  possible.  The  combination  of  2n  (unreduced  diploid) 
gametes  takes  place  with  2n  (normally  reduced  tetraploid)  gametes  to  give 
the  balanced  and  fertile  4n  (tetraploid)  progeny.  This  mechanism,  involving 
an  unreduced  diploid  gamete,  is  sometimes  called  “meiotic  polyploidization” 
since  it  depends  on  the  meiosis  process.  Note  that  the  diploid  must  furnish 
the  unreduced  gamete  for  a  tetraploid  to  result,  and  that  the  diploid  genes  are 
transferred  to  the  tetrapioid  line. 

The  most  outstanding  example  of  meiotic  polyploidization  is  the  bearded 
iris  SNOW  FLURRY.  This  iris  resulted  from  4n  X  2n  hybridizing,  a  tetraploid 
pod  parent  with  a  diploid  pollen  parent.  This  is  not  meant  to  infer  the  4n  X  2n 
combination  is  preferable  to  the  reciprocal  2n  X  4n  combination;  many 
outstanding  bearded  iris  tetraploids  resulted  from  the  latter.  However,  SNOW 
FLURRY  is  probably  the  most  outstanding  iris  parent  of  all  time.  It  has 
produced  so  many  award-winning  cultivars  they  can  hardly  be  counted. 

It  is  this  background,  along  with  the  possibility  of  improving  tetraploid 
fertility  and  variability,  that  suggests  interploidy  hybridizing  or  meiotic  poly¬ 
ploidization  with  the  Louisiana  irises.  This  program  began  in  1987  and  has 
now  progressed  through  four  full  hybridizing  seasons  and  two  bloom  sea¬ 
sons.  Although  definitive  results  are  not  available,  indications  are  interesting 
and  challenging.  A  strong  conclusion  is  that  this  type  of  hybridizing  is  every 
bit  as  difficult  as  has  been  described  by  experts.  Available  results  are  given  in 
the  following  table. 
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SEED 
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1987 

81 

69.0 

2n  X  4n  Summary 

126  26.2 

0.59 

1988 

136 

58.1 

202 

20.3 

0.52 

1989 

79 

58.3 

130 

20.8 

0.60 

22.2 

1990 

118 

70.3 

191 

19.3 

0.29 

17.1 
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4n  X  2n  Summary 


1987 

76 

52.6 

26 

90.0 

0.65 

1988 

70 

55.7 

21 

76.2 

0.23 

1989 

41 

61.0 

26 

69.2 

0.44 

5.5 

1990 

30 

76.6 

17 

100.0 

0.56 

5.8 

1990 

Dipl. 

36 

DiploidTTetraploid  References 

91.6  1211  100.0 

33.6 

39.5 

1990 

Tetra. 

75 

60.0 

477 

100.0 

6.3 

32.8 

These  results  show  rather  profound  and  unexpected  differences  between 
the  2n  X  4n  and  4n  X  2n  categories.  Data  for  the  four  seasons  of  interploidy 
hybridizing  agree  with  each  other  fairly  well,  but  in  comparison  with  the 
diploid  and  tetraploid  references  show  enormous  differences.  Some  other 
interesting  differences  are  shown  in  the  next  table. 


CATEGORY 

2n  X  4n 

4n  X  2n 

RANGE  OF  POD  SET,  % 

60-70 

50-75 

TYPICAL  POD  SIZE 

Smaller  than 

Smaller  than 

EMPTY/NO  DEVEL.  SEED 

diploid 

tetraploid 

%  OF  PODS 

30-50 

40-60 

DEVELOPED  SEED  PER  POD 

1-10 

1-4 

SOUND  SEED,  % 

20-25 

70-100 

TYPICAL  GERMINATION,  % 
DEGREE  OF  DIFFICULTY  TO 

15-20 

5-10 

PRODUCE  ONE  SEEDLING 

100-150 

400-500 

Both  categories  have  at  least  a  50%  chance  of  producing  some  type  of 
seed  pod.  Pods  which  appear  normal  3-4  weeks  after  pollination  will  sud¬ 
denly  cease  to  develop  and  deteriorate.  Pods  which  do  mature  will  generally 
be  smaller  than  conventional  2n  or  4n  pods.  Even  fairly  large  developed  pods 
often  contain  no  seeds  or  small,  undeveloped  seeds.  Developed  seeds  will 
be  few,  generally  not  more  than  5  seeds  per  pod.  Even  the  developed  seeds 
will  often  be  unsound  in  that  they  contain  syrupy  liquid  interiors;  this  is 
determined  by  chipping  the  seed  coat  with  the  fingernail  to  expose  the 
interior.  This  phenomenon  is  far  more  common  with  2n  X  4n  seeds  than  with 
4n  X  2n.  In  rare  cases,  if  there  are  10  or  more  seeds  and  all  are  sound,  one 
should  be  suspicious  of  contamination.  Apparently  sound,  developed  seeds 
germinate  to  a  much  lesser  extent  than  normal  diploid  or  tetraploid  seeds.  All 
sorts  of  chromosomal  incompatibilities  are  possible. 

The  cumulative  results  of  these  effects  are  the  very  high  degrees  of  difficulty 
mathematically  estimated  for  producing  seedlings  in  both  interploidy  catego¬ 
ries.  These  estimates  are  approximate.  The  2n  X  4n  category  represents 
roughly  100-150  times  the  difficulty  of  producing  a  2n  X  2n  seedling;  the  4n  X 
2n  category  is  roughly  400-500  times  more  difficult  than  2n  X  2n.  These 
probabilities  are  considered  to  be  in  line  with  qualitative  estimates  by  profes¬ 
sionals  for  the  genus  Iris. 
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At  year  end,  1990,  a  total  of  51  interploidy  seedlings  were  growing  in  the 
beds  or  in  pots.  These  plants  represent  the  total  effort,  1987  through  1990. 
Forty  five  of  the  seedlings  are  from  2n  X  4n  with  only  6  seedlings  from  4n  X  2n. 
This  is  another  way  of  expressing  the  dramatic  differences  between  the  two 
categories  of  interploidy  hybridizing.  Two  seedlings,  both  of  2n  X  4n  origin, 
are  listed  in  the  1989  edition  of  Louisiana  Iris  Cultivars.W  These  include 
BULLDOG  BLUE,  Faggard,  1982,  I  LA  NUNN  X  PROFESSOR  CLAUDE,  and 
CUISINE,  Dunn,  1985,  MARY’S  CHARLIE  X  PROFESSOR  IKE.  BULLDOG 
BLUE  is  highly  compatible  with  diploids  and  is  almost  certainly  diploid. 

Garden  Observations  and  Evaluations 

It  is  too  early  to  reach  significant  conclusions  on  garden  value  and  hybridiz¬ 
ing  performance  of  the  interploidy  hybrids.  Two  of  the  2n  X  4n  hybrids  from 
1987  bloomed  in  1990.  One  is  a  very  spectacular  seedling  but  is  diploid.  This 
seedling,  INT-DT-87-34  has  the  parentage  COLORIFIC  X  C-75-26A 
(tetraploid  seedling  from  PROFESSOR  IKE).  This  is  a  near  7"  bicolor  with  light 
beige  standards  and  rose-red  falls.  Features  of  both  parents  are  easily  identi¬ 
fied  and  there  is  no  doubt  it  represents  the  parentage  indicated.  Extensive 
test  crossing  as  a  pollen  parent  with  both  diploids  and  tetraploids  prove  it  is 
diploid.  A  dozen  or  so  pollinations  with  diploid  pod  parents  gave  mostly  full 
pods  and  good  seed  germination.  Similar  crosses  to  tetraploid  pod  parents 
gave  nothing. 

Nine  interploidy  hybrids  bloomed  in  1991,  eight  from  2n  X4n  and  one  from 
4n  X  2n.  Two  are  quality  irises  and  merit  further  testing.  Brief  descriptions  and 
parentages  follow: 

INT-TD-87-34  (4n  X  2n) 

(Chimera  X  PROFESSOR  IKE)  X  PRESIDENT  HEDLEY 
6X2"  dark  red  self,  39"  scape,  brilliant  yellow  signal. 

INT-DT-88-12  (2n  X  4n) 

(I.  brevicaulis  hybrid)  X  (PROFESSOR  IKE  X  Chimera) 

5%"  dark  blue,  32"  scape,  short  line  signal. 

Both  of  these  irises  show  phenotypic  features  much  closer  to  tetraploid 
than  to  diploid.  Both  were  used  extensively  (as  pollen  parents)  in  test  crosses 
with  both  diploids  and  tetraploids.  Final  results  are  not  available  at  this  writing, 
but  there  are  strong  indications  that  few,  if  any,  seed  will  result  from  more  than 
50  test  crosses.  This  behavior  is  unexpected,  but  brings  up  the  possibility 
that  both  irises  could  betriploid.  Further  testing  is  needed.  Both  of  these  irises 
are  pictured. 

The  Future  of  Louisiana  Iris  Hybridizing 

It  is  fortunate  that  hybridizing  Louisiana  irises  offers  “something  for  every¬ 
one.”  This  includes  opportunities  and  challenges  for  the  new  hybridizer,  for 
the  novice  and  for  the  experienced.  This  is  in  terms  of  the  degree  of  difficulty; 
limited  evaluations  do  not  necessarily  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  greater 
the  degree  of  difficulty  the  greater  the  probability  of  producing  outstanding 
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Top  photo  87-34;  Bottom  88-12 
Photos  by  Joe  Mertzweiller. 


progeny.  But  there  could  be  such  a  relationship.  Also,  the  number  of 
hybridizers  and  competition  decreases  as  degree  of  difficulty  increases. 

Diploid  hybridizing  (2n  X  2n)  is  by  far  the  easiest  and  most  productive.  It  is 
recommended  for  new  and  novice  hybridizers,  particularly  as  a  starting  point. 
Diploid  hybridizing  of  Louisianas  is  approximately  comparable  to  conven¬ 
tional  (tetraploid)  hybridizing  of  bearded  irises.  A  little  goes  a  long  way.  A 
much  smaller  nirmber  of  Louisiana  iris  hybridizers  means  less  competition 
and  greater  potential  for  producing  award-winning  irises.  This  makes  for 
greater  challenges  and  rewards.  One  needs  only  to  study  the  colors,  color 
patterns  and  forms  of  the  latest  diploid  cultivars  and  note  the  improvements  of 
the  last  decade  to  become  aware  of  the  opportunities. 

Tetraploid  hybridizing  (4n  X  4n)  has  been  underway  for  only  15  years.  The 
challenge  here  is  to  fully  exploit  the  great  genetic  potential  as  has  been  done 
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with  bearded  irises  over  approximately  the  past  century.  The  degree  of 
difficulty  is  at  least  five  times  that  of  diploid  hybridizing.  This  has  improved 
over  the  past  15  years  and  can  be  expected  to  improve  more  as  newer  and 
more  fertile  tetraploid  cultivars  become  available. 

All  Louisiana  hybridizers  should  consider  the  challenge  of  working  with  the 
tetraploids.  Serious  workers  in  this  field  number  only  a  handful  today.  At  this 
rate  full  exploitation  will  require  a  much  longer  time  than  with  the  bearded 
irises.  In  view  of  the  greater  difficulty  it  is  recommended  that  most  hybridizers 
proceed  with  both  diploid  and  tetraploid  programs.  In  this  way  there  should 
be  little  or  no  chance  of  losing  interest. 

Interploidy  hybridizing  (2x  X  4n  and  4n  X  2n)  is  by  far  the  most  difficult  of  all, 
approximately  100  to  500  times  more  difficult  than  working  with  diploids.  It  is 
the  most  advanced,  challenging  and  scientific  approach  to  hybridizing  with 
any  class  of  iris.  It  is  truly  the  “high  tech”  of  hybridizing.  Work  has  been 
underway  only  four  years  and  justification  for  this  extensive  effort  has  not  been 
demonstrated.  It  may  require  5-10  more  years  of  study  for  even  limited 
justification.  The  near  century-old  results  with  bearded  irises  gives  an  inkling 
of  possible  achievements.  No  hybridizer  should  pursue  interploidy  hybridiz¬ 
ing  as  a  single  and  only  program.  It  is  best  combined  with  tetraploid  hybridiz¬ 
ing  or  other  programs.  It  is  not  recommended  unless  the  hybridizer  has  much 
time  and  patience. 

LITERATURE  CITED 

(1)  Society  for  Louisiana  Irises,  Fiftieth  Anniversary  Publication,  Edited  by 
Joseph  K.  Mertzweiller,  Franklin  Press,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  (1991). 

(2)  Society  for  Louisiana  Irises,  The  Louisiana  Iris,  Edited  by  Marie  Caillet  and 
Joseph  K.  Mertzweiller,  Texas  Gardener  Press,  Waco,  Texas  (1988). 

(3)  Mertzweiller,  Joseph  K.,  Bulletin  of  the  American  Iris  Society,  Number  222, 
July  1976;  Number  255,  October  1984;  see  also  The  Louisiana  Iris,  Ap¬ 
pendix  A. 

(4)  Society  for  Louisiana  Irises,  Louisiana  Iris  Cultivars,  1989,  Compiled  and 
Edited  by  Charles  Fritchie  and  J.  Farron  Campbell. 


NEW  COLOR  FOR  1992 

BILLIE  THE  BROWNIE— MTB  23"  M-L.  Gold-brown  blend. 
Falls  darker,  flaring,  with  iridescent  purple  infusion  at  midline, 
gold  shoulders  and  beards.  Sdlg.  85-P-3.  HC  and  EC  ’91.  Blue 
Twinkle  X  unknown  (probably  Spanish  Coins) .  $12.50 

John  H.  Burton  II 

188  Sagamore  St.  S.  Hamilton,  MA  01982 
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SEAWAYS  GARDENS 
AND 

POPE  S  PERENNIALS 


SIBERIAN  IRISES  JAPANESE  IRISES 

JAPANESE  IRIS  INTRODUCTION  OF 
DR.  CURRIER  MCEWEN— 1992 

JOAN  TREVITHICK:  Diploid,  3  falls,  32",  EM-L.  This  charming  pink 
derived  from  Rose  Queen  is  named  for  the  News  Letter  Editor  of  the 
British  S.S.  and  J.  Group.  The  4  inch  tailored  flowers  of  attractively 
open  form  are  light  lavender  pink  (RHS  77D)  with  a  wide  darker  pink 
stripe  down  the  falls.  Fertile . . . $35.00 

SIBERIAN  IRIS  INTRODUCTIONS  OF 
DR.  CURRIER  MCEWEN — 1992 

EVER  AGAIN:  Tetraploid,  34-40",  E-VL.  (preferential  repeater).  Close 
to  true  dark  blue  4V6"  ruffled  flowers  with  white  signals  and  white  wire- 
edges.  Compact  gracefully  arched  form.  First  bloom  34"  tall  with  3 
buds;  second  40"  and  5  buds.  Very  fertile.  . . $35.00 

GOLDEN  EDGE:  Tetraploid,  30",  EM-LM.  Our  first  introduction  with 
unfading  golden  edges.  Signals  and  edges  are  rich  yellow  (RHS-9C) 
with  the  latter  completely  surrounding  velvety  rich  blue  (RHS-89B) 
gracefully  arched  and  ruffled  falls . $35.00 

HARPSWELL  CHANTEUSE:  Tetraploid,  30",  M.  The  5"  flowers  have 
exquisitely  ruffled  form.  White  upright  standards  and  wide,  tufted 
styles  form  a  cup  above  the  still  more  ruffled,  flaring  falls.  The  falls  are 
creamy  white  with  soft  greenish  yellow  at  the  hafts.  Excellent  upright 
plant  habit  with  flowers  floating  above  the  leaves.  Two  branches,  4 
buds.  We  love  it . . . .  $35.00 

When  ordering  please  add  $4.00  for  shipping  and  handling.  $7.00  west 

of  the  Mississippi.  Postage  for  overseas  and  Canada  shipment  will  be  for 

full  amount.  Please  specify  spring  or  fall. 

For  these  cultivars  and  a  list  of  other  Japanese  and  Siberian  irises  write  to: 

Shirley  Pope 
Pope’s  Perennials 

39  Highland  Ave.  Gorham,  ME  04038 
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THE  BEfSCJTY  OF  IRIS 

IRIS  CALENDAR! 

For  the  third  year  RORIS  GARDENS  is  offering  our  big,  beautiful 
IRIS  CALENDAR.  The  large  format  (15"  X  20")  features  a  stunning 
color  iris  photo  for  every  month.  This  calendar  is  quickly  becoming 
a  collector’s  item.  Last  year’s  calendar  went  fast  so  please  order  quickly! 
**To  get  your  calendar  send  $10.00  plus  $2.00  shipping  and  handling 
to  the  address  below.  California  residents  add  730  Sales  Tax.  We 
will  accept  phone  orders  for  charge  to  Visa  or  Master  Card. 

RORIS  GARDENS’  1992  IRIS  CATALOG 

CONSIDERED  BY  MANY  THE 
MOST  BEAUTIFUL  ON  THE  MARKET! 

SEND  ONLY  $2.00 

DEDUCTIBLE  FROM  YOUR  ORDER 

Over  350  varieties.  Catalog  features  a  full- 
color  photo  of  each  variety. 

Descriptions  accompany  each  photo. 

INTRODUCTIONS  BY  BEN  HAGER, 

LILY  GARTMAN,  and 
MELBA  HAMBLEN 

We  offer  50%  Discounts  and  Bonus  Irises.  Generous 
with  extras. 

1992  IRIS  FESTIVAL 

DATES:  APRIL  11,  12-18,  19-25,  26 
MAY  1,2,3 

Each  Spring  we  open  our  gates  and  host 
an  Iris  Festival.  Enjoy  the  homey 
atmosphere.  Bring  a  picnic  lunch  and  sit 
under  an  oak  tree  next  to  the  creek 
surrounded  by  acres  of  Iris  in  full 
bloom. 

Open  to  all.  Free  of  Charge. 

(Group  tours  available  with  prior 
arrangements) 

Take  Hwy  50  to  Bradshaw  Exit.  Go  South 
7  miles.  Look  for  the  Iris  on  your  left. 

RORIS  GARDENS 

8195  Bradshaw  Road,  Sacramento,  CA  95829 
Phone:  (91 6)  689-7460  FAX:  (91 6)  689-551 6 
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Schultz-Instant 

•OUSE  PLANT  ANO  GAPDiM 


IHSECTKIU 

SPRAY 


MmJc  okilh 
Bounir«l  P>r»iW" 


||<M  •  ►  *  •  -6  • 


The  natural  Way  to 
Bug-Pree  Plants 

Made  with  Natural  Pyrethrins 


tfo 2, 

NATURAL 
PYRETHRINS 

Tnaocticide. 


Kills:  Apbids*WhitefliIi  f 
Mealy  Bugs*  Red  Spiders 
Moths* Gnats* Spider  Mites 
Mosquitoes •  Web  Worms*  Etc- 


Look  for  these  and  other  fine  Schultz  Products:  “Schultz-Instant”  Liquid  Plant  Food,  10-15-10, 
“Schultz-Instant”  Soluble  Fertilizer,  20-30-20  and  “Plant  Shine”  Spray  Plant  Polish  at  leading 
Garden  Centers  and  Plant  Departments.  Garden  Clubs  SEND  FOR  OUR  FUND  RAISING  OFFER. 
Schultz  Company,  P.O.  Box  173,  Maryland  Heights,  MO  63043 


AVAILABLE! 

This  first  definitive  book  in 
English  on  the  increasingly 
popular  Japanese  iris.  In 
depth  coverage  of  history, 
hybridizing,  culture,  soil 
preparation,  pest  control,  etc. 
Published  at  $29.95. 

Only  $24.95  ppd. 

Makes  checks  payable  to: 

The  Society  for 
Japanese  Irises. 

Order  from: 

Robert  Bauer,  Secretary 
9823  E.  Michigan  Ave. 
Galesburg,  Ml  49053 

224  pages,  32  color  photographs, 
7"  x  10"  hardcover. 
Published  1990. 


I 
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PLEASURE  IRIS  GARDENS 


425  East  Luna 


Chaparral,  NM  88021 


HENRY  DANIELSON  INTRODUCTION  FOR  1992 
By  Mrs.  Henry  (Luella)  Danielson 

SWAZI  DAME— Sdlg.  C  M  84-4.  AB  (OGB)  28"  M.  S.  cream-white 
blending  to  light  pink;  style  crests  light  lemon;  F.  light  rose  burgundy, 
large  maroon  black  signal;  reddish  brown  beards . $20.00 

Mrs.  Henry  (Luella)  Danielson  Introduction  for  1992 

SPEAK  TO  ME — Sdlg.  66.  AR  (OH)  10"  E.  S.  bluish  white,  heavily 
veined  blue,  dark  purple  flash  inside  flower  at  the  midrib;  F.  bluish 
white,  purple  veining,  central  area  flushed  violet  around  big  violet 
black  signal . $20.00 


Previous  Introductions 

BIONIC  FOCUS— Sdlg.  HD-9.  AB  (OGB)  28"  M.  Light  rose  lavender 
standards  veined  darker.  The  yellow  hafts  and  style  arms  give  a  special 
glow  to  the  red  blended  falls.  Maroon  signals  and  beards  . . .  $18.00 

GOLD  NUGGET  TREE — Sdlg.  HD-8.  IB  16"  M.  Four  nuggets  in 
bloom  at  times  and  a  few  buds  to  spare.  The  standards  are  cream  white 
with  dark  gold  veining  extending  from  the  bright  gold  midrib.  Falls, 
style  arms  and  crests  are  bright  gold.  White  beards  tipped  gold  $12.00 

STEP  ASIDE— Sdlg.  A86-L1.  AB  (OGB)  30"  M.  This  flower,  with  its 
bold  colors  has  two  blooms  at  the  terminal  and  a  branch  plus  a  good 
bloomstalk.  Medium  to  dark  lavender  standards  with  darker  veining 
and  a  touch  of  gold  at  the  hafts.  Gold  style  crests  infused  with  the  same 
red  color  for  the  falls.  Bright  red  falls  edged  tan  gold.  Black  markings 
surround  the  brown  red  beards  . $20.00 

ARIL  SLIDES 

These  slides  are  available  to  any  iris  club  or  group  by  giving  a  30-day 
notice  and  paying  the  shipping  costs  both  ways. 

Send  $1.00  for  our  catalog  listing  TB,  BB,  IB,  Siberian,  Aril  and  Arilbred 
irises.  When  ordering  from  this  ad,  include  $3.00  for  postage  and 
handling.  Shipping  only  from  July  through  August. 

Phone  505/824-4299 
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Miniature  &  Standard  Dwarf  Irises 

are  back,  with  a  larger  selection  than  ever, 

in  the 

Adamgrove  Catalogue  for  1 992, 

along  with  expanded  lists  of 

Intermediates,  Miniature  Tails,  Borders,  &  Tails, 

including  many  of  the  most  recent  introductions  available. 

Also, 

Heritage  &  Novelty  Irises, 

returning  after  a  sell-out  season  in  1990. 

Louisianas  &  Siberians, 

Bearded  &  Beardless  Species* 

Daylilies  &  Peonies. 

Featuring 

the  dwarf  &  median  iris  introductions  of 
Albers,  Boswell,  Hager,  &  Sindt. 

Catalogue  for  1992,  with  108  pages  &  color, 

$2.00,  refundable. 

All  persons  requesting  catalogues  NO  LATER  THAN  MARCH  1,  1992, 
are  eligible  to  take  advantage  of  a  special 

SPRING  ORDER  DISCOUNT. 


Adamgrove,  Rte.  t,  Box  246,  California,  MO  65018 
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IRIS  OF  CHINA 

Presenting  a  Limited  Edition  Portfolio 
of  prints  selected  from  the  book 
I  IRIS  OF  CHINA  by  Waddick  and  Zhao 

Timber  Press  1991 

l/WI  These  four  beautiful  works  are  printed  on  fine  art  paper, 

9  inches  by  13  inches,  showing  twelve  intricately  drawn 
m  jk  Chinese  iris,  both  familiar  and  rare  native  forms. 

□  In  the  tradition  of  fine  collectors’  botanical  prints, 

•  these  are  painstakingly  &  authentically  hand-tinted 

JJ*  at  Donna  Aldridge  Studios. 

This  unique  $80.00  Portfolio  is  being  offered  to 
W  AIS  members  for  a  limited  time  at  a  reduced  rate 

of  $50.00  plus  $4.00  shipping  and  handling  per  set. 

Make  check  payable  to  Dr.  James  W.  Waddick , 

3233  McGee,  Kansas  City  MO  64111. 


MISSION  BELL  GARDENS 

2778  West  5600  South  Roy,  Utah  84067 

ORA  BURTON  (Hamblen  ’92)  TB  32"  M-L.  Cupped 
stands,  light  blue  (RHS  83D).  Horizontally  flaring 
falls  near  purple  (77B),  lighter  area  accents  violet- 
tipped,  henna  beards.  Excellent  substance,  bud 
count,  branching.  Gift  of  Dreams  X  ((Sophistication 
x  Henna  Accent)  x  Magic).  Sdlg.  85-21A.  $30.00 

SPRING  CONCERTO  (Hamblen  ’92.  TB  34"  M-L.  Rich  bitone.  Pink- 
purple  (RHS  75 A)  stands,  deepening  toward  hafts.  Violet  (82B)  falls  with 
deeper-toned  lacy  wire  edge.  Bushy  violet-tipped,  burnt  sienna  beards. 
Sturdy  stalks,  well  spaced  buds.  Sdlg.  85-19D:  Dance  Away  X  Nancy 
Glazier  . .  $30.00 


FERN  MAW  ’91  -  Rose-pink,  cerise  beards . $25.00 

JOYCE  MEEK  ’91  -  Creamy  amber,  sienna  beards  . $25.00 

McKAY  ’89  -  Bright  pink,  cerise  beards  . . . .  $20.00 


NO  CATALOG.  Please  order  from  this  ad. 
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Cottage  Gardens 
Presents 

The  1992  Introductions 

ALASKAN  SEAS  (James  McWhirter,  1992).  TB,  34",  E-M.  Beautifully  formed 
near  amoena  with  lots  of  ruffles  and  fragrance.  Sdlg.  J85-5-2:  Blues  on  Parade 
X  Hilo  Shore . . . .  $35.00 

APRIL  IN  PARIS  (Vern  Wood,  1992).  TB,  34",  M.  Showtime  branching  and 
bud  count.  A  very  smooth  medium  pink  self  with  tangerine  beards.  Heavy 
substance,  closed  standards  and  wide  falls,  lightly  ruffled  and  laced.  Sdlg. 
86-41:  Vision  in  Pink  X  Sdlg.  82-38:  ((Mais  Oui  x  Carved  Pink)  x  Blushing 

Pink).  . .  $35.00 

ART  NOUVEAU  (Virginia  Messick,  1992).  TB,  38",  M.  Nicely  formed  deep  rose 
pink  with  matching  beards  tipped  white  over  white  area.  Excellent  branching. 
The  flowers  are  of  heavy  substance.  Stunning!  Sdlg.  M86-6:  Lorilee  X  Gaulter 
sdlg.  involving  Foolish  Pleasure  lines  . . . . . . $35.00 

DANCES  WITH  WOLVES  (Joanne  Loop,  1992).  TB,  40",  M  L.  Standards  of 
terra  cotta  maroon  over  maroon  falls  with  mahogany  overlay.  Bronze-gold 
beards.  Strong  and  healthy  grower  in  the  red  class.  Sdlg.  888-1:  Speculator  X 

Speculatar  Bid . . . . . .  $35.00 

DUNSMUIR  (Bob  Brown,  1992).  TB,  36",  M-L.  Lovely  dark  red  purple  self, 
nicely  formed  flowers,  near  white  beards  adding  a  stately  appearance.  Sdlg. 
86-36:  Titan’s  Glory  X  Sdlg.  81-23:  involving  Night  Hawk,  His  Lordship,  White 

King  and  Royal  Gold . . . . . .  $35.00 

EVELYN  HARRIS  (James  McWhirter,  1992).  TB,  36"  M.  Fluted  and  heavily 
ruffled  orchid  lavender  with  matching  beards  tipped  white.  Outstanding  form. 
Named  for  an  OUTSTANDING  member  of  Region  14.  Sdlg.  J86-6-1:  Win- 

terscape  x  Hilo  Shore . . . . . $35.00 

FIESTA  SONG  (Vern  Wood,  1992).  TB,  37",  M.  A  honey  gold  beauty  with  a 
light  violet  flush  on  the  perfectly  domed  standards,  violet  area  in  center  of  falls, 
with  smoky  tangerine  beards.  Sdlg.  87-35:  Matinee  Idol  X  Collage  .  $35.00 

FUTURE  WATCH  (Virginia  Messick,  1992).  TB,  36",  M.  The  standards  are  a  light 
blue  over  crisp  white  falls.  The  beards  are  pale  blue.  The  flowers  are  heavily 
ruffled.  A  striking  beauty.  Sdlg.  M87-42:  Up  Periscope  X  Winterscape  $35.00 
HOLLYWOOD  AND  VINE  (James  McWhirter,  1992).  TB,  36",  M.  Light 
magenta  grape  standards  with  falls  having  slightly  darker  shades.  The  blue 
violet  beards  add  excitement.  Nicely  ruffled  flowers.  Sdlg.  J85-30-2:  Ensemble 

X  Noble  House  . . . . . . .  $35.00 

SPEED  LIMIT  (Larry  Lauer,  1992).  TB,  38",  E-M  &  RE.  Medium  blue  standards 
with  white  spot  on  midribs.  Falls  medium  blue  with  white  spot  under  white 
beards.  Nice  form  with  ruffles  and  flair.  Reblooms  in  our  climate.  EC  1991. 
Sdlg.  L88-48-1:  Up  Periscope  X  Marine  Luster  . . .  $35.00 

FOR  COMPLETE  DESCRIPTIONS  OF  THESE  INTRODUCTIONS  AND  A  COM¬ 
PREHENSIVE  LISTING  OF  TALL  BEARDED  AND  MEDIAN  IRISES,  PLEASE  SEND 
FOR  FREE  CATALOG. 


COTTAGE  GARDENS 

11314  Randolph  Road  916-687-6134  Wilton,  Calif.  95693 
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COTTAGE  GARDENS 

Presents  for  1992 


APRIL  IN  PARIS 

Vernon  Wood,  1992  $35.00 

Please  order  from  this  ad  or  send  for  free  catalog 

COTTAGE  GARDENS 

11314  Randolph  Road  Wilton,  Calif.  95693 

916-687-6134 
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COTTAGE  GARDENS 

Presents  for  1992 


ALASKAN  SEAS 

James  McWhirter,  1992 


$35.00 


Please  order  from  this  ad  or  send  for  free  catalog 


COTTAGE  GARDENS 

11314  Randolph  Road  Wilton,  Calif.  95693 

916-687-6134 
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IN  THE  PINK, 


COMING  UP  ROSES  $35.00 


(Gatty  1992) 

((Playgiri  x  Bonbon)  X  Pink  Swan) 

Please  see  advertisement  on  page  65 

KEITH  KEPPEL 

P.O.  Box  8173  Stockton,  CA  95208 
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608  NW  119  ST.  VANCOUVER,  WASHINGTON  98685  (206)  573-4472 


JACIVA  $30.00 

(Chad  Harris  ’92)  Jl 


KONA  NIGHT  $20.00 

(Aitken  ’92)  BB 


NIGHT  FLAME  $35.00 

(Aitken  ’92)  TB 


CEE  JAY  $15.00 

(Lankow  ’92)  IB 


DARK  WATERS  $15.00  NUT  RUFFLES  $10.00 

(Aitken ’92)  IB  (Lankow ’92)  SDB 


Add  $4.00  for  shipping -or -Send  $2.00  for  color  catalog  listing  many  other 
1992  introductions  and  hundreds  of  top  quality  iris  of  many  different  types. 
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Complete  COLORADO  ’92  CREATIONS  in  the  April  Bulletin 
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Howard  Shockey 

4611  Rio  Grande  Lane,  NW  Albuquerque,  NM  87107 


1992  INTRODUCTIONS 

Pictured  on  Inside  Front  Cover 

LUNAR  FLAME  (H.  Shockey)  TB  M  36".  ”  Vigorous  medium  yellow  self 
of  broad  form  and  heavy  texture.  Lighter  central  areas  in  falls  set  off  the 
bright  orange-red  beards  (RHS  33A).  In  addition  to  its  good  attributes 
in  plant  and  flower,  it  is  the  most  intensively  perfumed  iris  in  the  garden 
(and  I  grow  THAT  SCENTS ATION)  . . .  $30.00 

SERAPH’S  JEWEL  (H.  Shockey)  AB 1/2  (OGB)  M  27".  This  beauty  is 
absolutely  pure  white  except  for  the  signal  and  beard  areas.  Grayed 
maroon  signals  are  medium  large  and  sharp.  A  child  of  TURKISH 
HEART,  and  is  fully  fertile  both  ways  . . . . . . .  $25.00 

TURKISH  HERALD  (H.  Shockey)  AB  1/2  (OGB)  M  29".  Vigorous 
grower  with  large  flowers  of  full  rounded  form.  Stds.  are  light  purple- 
violet  and  falls  are  buff,  with  large,  darker,  and  more  sharply  defined 
signals  than  its  pod  parent,  TURKISH  PENDANT — -fully  fertile  both 
ways . $25.00 

Both  Arilbreds  for  $40.00 

Previous  Introductions — Tall  Bearded 

LOVE  BLUSH  ’91.  Peach  and  white  beauty  with  bright  orange-red 
beards  and  show  stalk  branching . . . $22.00 

LACY  MOON  ’91.  Vigorous,  tall,  heavily  laced  medium  yellow  with 
light  tangerine  beards  . $22.00 

SNOW  MOON  ’90.  Heavily  substanced  yellow  amoena.  Vigorous 
. . $14.00 

CRYSTAL  DREAMS  ’89.  Gorgeous  blue-pink  blend  with  cerise  beards 
tipped  1/2"  blue  . . $12.00 

Previous  Introductions — Arilbreds 

TURKISH  HEART  ’90  AB  1/2  (OGB).  Near  amoena  of  citrus  yellow 
with  large,  sharp,  dark,  heart  shaped  signals.  Fully  fertile  . . .  $13.00 

TURKISH  PENDANT  ’90  AB  1/2  (OGB).  White  stds.  are  lightly 

flushed  orchid-violet.  Rich  yellow  falls  have  large,  dark,  sharply  de¬ 
fined  half-moon  signals.  Fully  fertile  . . $13.00 

NO  CATALOG 

Please  order  by  July  15 — Prepaid  AIRMAIL  shipment  July  15-Aug.  15. 
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P.  0.  BOX  8173 


KEITH  KEPPEL 


STOCKTON,  CA  95208 


1992  Introductions 

ALL  TOGETHER  (Gatty)  M  36"  (Lovely  Glow  X  Hollywood  Blonde)  Clear 
medium-light  yellow  with  its  act  “all  together”  . . .  $35.00 

CHAMPAGNE  WISHES  (Keppel)  M  36"  (Custom  Made  X  (Goddess  x  (Mis¬ 
tress  sib  x  ((Joy  Ride  x  Roundup)  x  April  Melody  sdlg. ))))  Smoky  pinkish  melon 
on  good  stalks  . $25.00 

CONFESSION  (Keppel)  M  36"  (Faraway  Places  X  (Orangerie  x  Precious  Mo¬ 
ments))  Warm  white  with  bright  red  orange  beards . $35.00 

COMING  UP  ROSES  (Gatty)  ML  34"  ((Playgirl  x  Bonbon)  X  Pink  Swan)  Rich 
rose  pink,  heavily  ruffled  and  lightly  laced  . $35.00 

DAWN  SKY  (Keppel)  E  30"  (inv.  Roundup  and  sibs,  April  Melody,  Osage  Buff, 
Pink  Taffeta,  Pink  Confetti,  Goddess,  Mistress  sib,  Joy  Ride)  Peach  pink 
standards,  falls  ivory  with  3/8"  band  of  deep  rosy  orchid . $30.00 

FAINT  PRAISE  (Keppel)  E  34"  (inv.  Pink  Froth,  Picayune  sib,  Roundup  and 
sibs,  Osage  Buff,  Barcelona,  April  Melody,  Pink  Taffeta,  Pink  Confetti)  Very 
pastel  white  and  pinkish  lilac  plicata;  white  beards  tipped  light  red  . .  $25.00 

MODERN  TIMES  (Gatty)  M  34"  (Royal  Elegance  sib  X  Classic  Profile)  Ultra¬ 
broad  reverse  bitone  of  light  blue  and  cool  white . $35.00 

PERFECT  PITCH  (Gatty)  ML  36"  ((Black  Dragon  x  Swirling  Seas)  X  Stormy 
Night)  Sooty  dark  violet,  generously  ruffled . $35.00 

SNOWBELT  (Keppel)  EM  35"  (Snowbrook  sib  X Snowbrook)  Like  Snowbrook, 
but  with  slightly  wider  and  darker  fall  margin  and  hafts . $35.00 

TWILIGHT  BLAZE  (Keppel)  EM  30"  (Skyblaze  X  Faraway  Places)  Twilight- 
toned  heliotrope,  with  intense  mandarin  red  beards . $30.00 

Border  Bearded 

PETITE  BALLET  (Keppel)  E  25"  (Armada  sib  X  sib)  Neglecta -plicata  with 
superb  ruffled  and  compact  form . $25.00 

SHRIMP  BOAT  (Gatty)  M  26"  (Quiet  Moment  X  (Paradise  x  (Valentina  x  (Pink 
Sleigh  x  Liz))))  Flute-ruffled  rich  blend  of  peach  and  creamy  salmon  tones. 

. $25.00 


Intermediate 

RIDDLE  (Keppel)  EM  20"  (Nazette  X  ((Anon  x  Prediction  sib)  x  (Flamenco  sib  x 
(Roundup  sib  x  April  Melody))))  Mother-of-pearl  cream  with  blended  orchid 
fall  line-spot  and  orange  red  beards . $15.00 


July  Delivery 

Please  add  $3.25  for  postage  and  handling.  California  residents  also  add  sales  tax 
appropriate  for  your  county. 

Catalogue  available  for  $1.00 — Deductible  from  first  order. 
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'Kjjee— "Deep  *In  June 

708  North  10th  •  St.  Joseph,  MO  64501 

For  1992 

Doo  Dah  (Jameson  92)  M-L  32"-  40" . $30.00 

3-87  (Edith  Wolford  X  Song  of  Spring) 
blue  white  standards,  midribs  infused  deeper,  matching  style  crests, 
flaring  mid  blue  falls,  edged  lighter,  beards  heavily  tipped  yellow,  7 
to  12  buds,  vigorous  once  established.  Elegant  flowers  hold  up  well 
in  the  rain.  We  are  honored  that  Doo  Dah  was  the  "Pick  of  the 
Litter"  seedling  selection  for  Perry  Dyer's  1990  Contemporary  Views. 

Lion’s  Share  (Jameson  92)  M-L  36"-  44" . $30.00 

11-87  (Moon 's  Delight  X  Tide 's  In) 

lemon  cream  standards  and  style  crests,  flaring  ivory  white  falls, 
yellow  beards.  Here  it  has  the  lion's  share  of  buds,  branches,  and 
roots  from  a  rugged  plant. 

Or  Both  $50.00 

CATALOG  —  $1 .00  —  DEDUCTABLE 


Members  of  the 
BRITISH  IMS  SOCIETY 

Send  Greetings  and  a  Warm  Welcome  to 
our  American  friends 

join  BIS  and  you  will  receive  our  super  YEAR  BOOK 
and  an  exciting  seed  distribution  list. 

For  details  please  write  to: 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Wise 

Hon.  Membership  Secretary 

197  The  Parkway 

lver  Heath,  lver 

Bucks  SLO  ORQ 

England 
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Circle  YOUR  Calendar 

^february  22 

for 

The  Fourth  Annual  February 

(No  Fee) 

Region  7  Pot  Luck 

.  .  .  “the  Hummels  are  Coming”  from  Wayne,  Nebraska! 


ELLINGTON  AGRICULTURAL  CENTER 
Hogan  Road,  Nashville,  TN 


SATURDAY 
11:00  Registration,  etc. 

4:00  Pot  Luck 

6:00  Video  Diary  by  the  Hummels 
“The  Making  of  a  Perfect 
Iris  Garden” 

Lodging:  La  Quinta  Inn 

4311  Sidco  Drive 
Nashville,  TN  37204 
(615)  834-6900 


SUNDAY 

9:00-12:00  Judges’  Training  (3  hours 
credit)  on  the  process  of  seedling 
selection  by  a  hybridizer 

Jim  and  Vera  Hummel 

Wayne  State  College 
Wayne,  Nebraska 

1-65  S  (Birmingham)  Exit  78A 


Deadline:  February  7  for  “Region  7  Pot  Luck”  Special  Rate. 

DON’T  MISS  THIS  OPPORTUNITY  .  .  . 


For  fellowship  plus  3  hours  approved  Judges’  Training  credit  -  all 
underwritten  by  Region  Seven. 

For  information,  call  (615)  794-0147  or  (615)  789-5623 


ATTENTION  HYBRIDIZERS 

The  Sooner  State  Iris  Society 

is  pleased  to  announce  the  twelfth  annual 

POLLEN  DAUBERS’  SEMINAR 

February  28-29,  1992 
The  Society  is  pleased  to  feature 
Robert  Hollingworth  on  hybridizing 

SIBERIAN  IRISES 

Festivities  begin  on  February  28  at  7:30  P.M.  with  the  first  yearly  meeting  of  the  Society. 
Our  guest  expert  will  give  the  program  (no  charge).  On  the  29th,  Pollen  Dauber  sessions 
will  be  held  from  9:00  A.M.  to  3:00  P.M.  ($20.00  per  person).  For  assistance,  write: 

Dr.  William  E.  Jones 

2312  Butternut  Place,  Edmond,  OK  73013 
1-405/478-3498 

or  come  at  7:30  P.M.  on  February  28,  1992,  to 
Will  Rogers  Garden  Center  3400  N.W.  36  St.,  Oklahoma  City 
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1991  AIS  AWARDS 


PAYNE  AWARD  (Jl) 


VOTES 

19  LILAC  PEAKS  (A.  VOGT) 

runnersup 

18  HEGIRA  (S.  INNERST) 

15  WINE  RUFFLES  (W.  ACKERMAN) 

HONORABLE  MENTION  (Jl) 

49  KALAMAZOO  (HAZZARD/BAUER  COBLE) 
25  SYLVIA’S  MASQUARADE  (EDDY/MILLER) 
22  ICY  PEAKS  (A.  VOGT) 

21  ROSE  FRAPPE  (A.  MILLER) 

20  GEISHA  OBI  (L.  RICH) 

16  ROSE  WORLD  (L.  REID) 

15  CASCADE  SPICE  (L.  REID) 

14  mckenzie  sunset  (l  reid) 

13  EBB  AND  FLOW  (HIRAO/HAGER) 

13  KATY  MENDEZ  (C.  McEWEN) 

12  WILDERNESS  SNOWBALL  (J.  WOOD) 

10  RASPBERRY  GEM  (A.  MILLER) 


HIGH  COMMENDATION  1991 


TALL  BEARDED 

VOTES 


MINIATURE  TALL  BEARDED 


C.  FANN 
5  F-19-86 

C.  GATES 
5  Q82-4A 

C.  MAHAN 
5  1188A 

H.  NICHOLS 

7  URGENT 

13  BOOGIE  WOOGIE 
J.  STADLER 

8  J29/9 


J.  BURTON 
6  85-P-3 

C.  MAHAN 
5  788-2 

SIBERIANS 


R.  HOLLINGWORTH 
28  85B3B10 

R.  HOLLINGWORTH 

12  85G2A3 
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EXHIBITION  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

FOR  1991 

Lillian  Gristwood 


Another  Iris  season  has  passed,  and  the  number  of  shows  is  still  on  the 
increase.  There  were  185  spring  shows  and  3  fall  shows  scheduled.  Of  these 
only  5  had  to  be  cancelled.  Some  of  them  ended  up  being  small  shows  or 
even  displays,  but  they  were  held.  The  public  probably  didn’t  even  realize  the 
difference.  Two  Regions  held  “Seedling  Displays”  with  no  awards  except  for 
the  Exhibition  Certificates  that  were  given.  122  shows  included  an  Artistic 
Section:  Region  18  and  Regions  22  and  6  with  10. 11  Regions  with  19  shows 
included  Educational  Sections. 

In  9  Regions  there  were  a  total  of  18  shows  that  had  a  Youth  Section  for 
Horticulture  and  11  shows  with  a  Youth  Artistic  Section. 

Each  type  of  Iris  appeared  in  at  least  one  of  the  170  shows  held  and  was 
awarded  a  Best  Specimen  ribbon.  Louisiana’s  really  stood  out  this  year. 


Tall  Bearded  108 

Border  Bearded  2 

Miniature  Tall  Bearded  3 

Intermediate  Bearded  7 

Standard  Dwarf  Bearded  9 

Miniature  Dwarf  Bearded  2 

Remontant  3 


Japanese  5 

Aril/Arilbred  5 

Californicae  4 

Louisiana  15 

Siberian  2 

Spuria  1 

Specie  5 


No  one  Iris  appeared  in  enough  shows  to  be  outstanding,  therefore  the 
Nelson  Award  will  go  to  DUSKY  CHALLENGER  with  6  votes.  SONG  OF 
NORWAY,  RARE  EDITION  (IB)  and  JER!  (LA)  tied  for  2nd  with  3  votes  each. 
The  Louisianas  are  appearing  in  more  and  more  shows,  or  at  least  the  early 
season  made  it  possible  for  many  of  the  later  varieties  to  be  in  bloom  for  the 
shows. 

The  AIS  provided  132  sets  of  medals  to  Affiliates  and  Regions.  Each  year  at 
least  one  Society  is  approved  as  an  affiliate. 

The  best  way  to  make  the  public  more  aware  of  our  irises  is  to  put  on  a  show 
where  the  bloom  is  put  in  front  of  them. 

I  want  to  thank  everyone  for  their  patience  in  receiving  their  medals  and 
certificates  this  year.  If  you  were  lucky  enough  to  receive  yours  before  June 
22nd,  you  didn’t  realize  I  was  in  the  hospital  53  days  with  a  heart  failure  and 
ended  up  with  a  Ventricular  Aneurysmectomy  for  an  Aneurysm  on  my  heart. 
As  soon  as  I  returned  home  and  was  able,  I  completed  the  show  reports  and 
sent  out  the  awards.  Also  many  thanks  for  prayers,  cards  and  best  wishes  for 
my  recovery  I  received  from  so  many  of  you.  It  was  a  scary  experience  and  I 
am  thankful  to  be  here. 
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AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  SHOWS — 1991 

BRONZE  MEDAL  BEST  SPECIMEN 


PLACE  OF  SHOW 

REGION  1 

Auburn,  ME 
Shelburne  Falls,  MA 
South  Paris,  ME 
Waltham,  MA 
Weston,  MA 
REGION  2 
Buffalo,  NY 
Clay,  NY 
REGION  3 
Kennett  Square,  PA 
Pittsburgh,  PA 
York,  PA 
Harrisburg,  PA 
REGION  4 
Charlotte,  NC 
Elliott  City,  MD 
Hendersonville,  NC 
Lynnhaven,  VA 
Virginia  Beach,  VA 
REGION  5 
Anderson,  SC 
Columbia,  SC 
Decatur,  GA 
Milledgeville,  GA 
Spartanburg,  SC 
Summerville,  SC 
REGION  6 
Akron,  OH 
Cleveland,  OH 
Comins,  Ml 
Flint,  Ml 
Fort  Wayne,  IN 
Grand  Rapids,  Ml 
Grand  Rapids,  Ml 
Indianapolis,  IN 
Lansing,  Ml 
Mansfield,  OH 
Muncie,  IN 
Royal  Oak,  Ml 
REGION  7 
Bowling  Green,  KY 
Dresden,  TN 
Jackson,  TN 
Lebanon,  TN 
Lewisburg,  TN 
Lexington,  KY 
Louisville,  KY 
Memphis,  TN 
Memphis,  TN 
Murfreesboro,  TN 
Nashville,  TN 
REGION  8 
Blaine,  MN 
Boerner,  Wl 
Boerner,  Wl 
Fond  du  Lac,  Wl 
Madison,  Wl 
Minnesota,  MN 
Roseville,  MN 
REGION  9 
Belleville,  IL 
Freeport,  IL 
Lombard,  IL 
Lombard,  IL 
Urbana,  IL 
REGION  10 
Lafayette,  LA 


SILVER  MEDAL 

The  Whites 
Deborah  Wheeler 
The  Hazeltons 
Schafer/Sacks 
Shirley  Pope 


Mrs,  Grant  Kegerise 
John  Baron 
Harold  L.  Griffie 
Sterling  &  Barbara  Innerst 

Mr/Mrs.  Frank  Wagstaff 
Carol  Warner 
Isabelle  Nix 
Rich  Randall 
Patricia  Dawley 

Everett  Lineberger 
Ted  Lee 
Betty  Hartzog 
Thomas  M.  Godwin 
John  Wood 
John  Wood 

Mr/Mrs  Anthony  Willott 
Mr/Mrs.  Anthony  Willott 
Nelson  Yoder 
Hal  Stahly 

Roger  &  Lynda  Miller 
Carol  Kerr 
Carol  Kerr 
Russell  Bruno 
Jack  Sharpe 
Charles  Applegate 
Russell  Bruno 
Hal  Stahly 

Lou  Ehrcke 

Neal  Ross/Bobby  Ranson 
Beth  Koonce 
Dr.  Lou  Ehrcke 
A.  C.  Fitzgerald 
Elsie  Laws 
Paul  Owen 
Marie  Atkins 
Brenda  Ryan 
Robert/Dean  Daniel 
Jerry  Gifford 

Elmer  Pouliot 
Sandra  Lemmer 
Sandra  Lemmer 
Phyllis  Semenas 
Russ  Hintz 
Pam  Stassen 
Inga  Hempel 

Sheldon  Butt 
Francis  Brenner 
Sylvia  Smith 
Sylvia  &  Leslie  Smith 
Sheldon  Butt 

Rusty  Ostheimer 


The  Moors 

Mr/Mrs.  David  Schmeider 
The  Moors 
Barbara  Roberts 
The  Whites 


Larry  Westfall 
Dianne  Mrak 

Sterling  &  Barbara  Innerst 
Harold  L.  Griffie 

Katherine  Steele 
Rosalie  Figge 
Walter  Hoover 
Bob  Smithson 
Frances  Thrash 

Velma  Brett 
Peg/Jim  Jeffcoat 
Nina  Hawkins 
Joe  &  Janet  Watson 
Pat  Johnson 
Mrs.  Wells  Burton 

Mrs.  Shelley  Lynn 
Anthony  K.  Szegedi 
Wayne  Newmann 
Marjorie  Starkey 
Harold  Bunker 
Alice  Otter 
Gene  Kozak 

Douglas  &  Jeanne  Clarke 
Glada  Quinn 
Carol  Ridenour 
Jack  &  Glenda  Norrick 
Joan  Kepf 

Thelma  Lamb 
Virginia  Houks 
Bob  Love 
Inez  Turns 
Mrs.  Kearney  Crick 
Hugh  Thurman 
Ardia  Herndon 
Lottie  Lough 
James  Russell 
Barbara  Rittenberry 
Eleanor  M.  Boyson 

Inga  Hempel 
Francis  C.  Rogers 
Howard  Brookins 
Leslie  Kolitz 
Rod  Lysne 
Marie  Houland 
Tracy  Jennings 

Orville  Dickhaut 
Richard  Freund 
Sheldon  Butt 
Charles  J.  Simon 
Jerry  &  Melody  Wilhoit 

Gordon  Rabalais 


Dark  Side 

In  Stitches  (Cal-Sib) 
Dark  Vader  (SDB) 

Song  of  Norway 
Continuing  Pleasure  (Jl) 

Extravagant 
Belize  (LA) 

Ever  After 
Pleated  Gown 
Laced  Cotton 
Lace  Ruff  (Jl) 

Clyde  Redmond  (LA) 
Electric  Rays  (Jl) 

Proud  Heritage 
Prarie  Twilight  (Jl) 

Play  With  Fire 

Fine  China 
Jen (LA) 

Sky  Hooks 
Crisp  Lime  (LA) 

Dixie  Deb  (LA) 

Reign  of  Glory  (Jl) 

Rare  Edition  (IB) 
Silverado 
Song  of  Norway 
Roy  Davidson  (Spe) 
Karen 

Prancer  (SDB) 

I.  Fulva  (Spe) 

Silver  Heather 
Brides  Halo 
Antique  Ivory 
Arabian  Tapestry 
Roy  Davidson  (Spe) 

Dusky  Challenger 
Lady  Friend 
Lorilee 
Cup  Race 
Hold  That  Tiger 
Rosette  Wine 
Dusky  Challenger 
Southern  Lady  (LA) 
Jewel  Starlight 
Jeri  (LA) 

Billy  (LA) 

Orange  Slices 
Stars  Over  El  Paso  (AR) 
Magharee 
Hony  Tonk  Blues 
Kentucky  Derby 
Dusky  Challenger 
Zipper  (MDB) 

Vi  Luihn  (Sib) 

Lazy  Summer 
Rare  Edition  (IB) 

Harvest  King 
Mentida  (LA) 

Exquisite  Lady  (LA) 


EXHIBITOR 

Bethany  Young 
Mr/Mrs.  David  Schmeider 
The  Hazeltons 
Barbara  Roberts 
Shirley  Pope 

Kathleen  Guest 
William  Cassell 

Mrs.  Grant  Kegerise 
John  Baron 
Edmund  Jay  Holcomb 
Larry  Westfall 

Charles  Hare 
Carol  Warner 
Isabelle  Nix 
D  J.  Kelly 
Frances  Thrash 

Everette  Lineberger 
Shirley  Paquet 
Beverly  Barbour 
Coty  &  Velma  Brett 
Neil  Kirby 
Virginia  Burton 

Mr/Mrs  Anthony  Willott 
Mary  Harriger 
Mike  Carthals 
Hal  Stahly 

Roger  &  Lynda  Miller 
Carol  Kerr 
Carol  Kerr 
Doris  J.  Winton 
Jack  Sharpe 
Carol  Ridenour 
Roger  &  Lynda  Miller 
Hal  Stahly 

Lou  Ehrcke 
Earnest  Royal 
David  Farrow 
Inez  Turns 
Barbara  Rittenberry 
Hugh  Thurman 
Rod  Adams 
Larry  Browning 
Brenda  Ryan 
Julie  Allen 
Jerry  Gifford 

Inga  Hempel 
Sandra  Lemmer 
Sandra  Lemmer 
Leslie  Kolitz 
Lila  Erickson 
Pam  Stassen 
Elmer  Pouliot’ 

Sheldon  Butt 
R.  &  S.  Hastings 
Don  Albers 
Charles  J.  Simon 
Sheldon  Butt 

Jim  Caldwell 


Greg  Schifferli  Kathy  Guest 

Bob  &  Anna  Mae  Cummings  Jim  &  Lillian  Gristwood 
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REGION  11 
Missoula,  MT 
REGION  12 

Layton,  UT 
Logan,  UT 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT 
REGION  13 
Bellevue,  WA 
Portland,  OR 
Portland,  OR 
Puyallup,  WA 
Richland,  WA 
Spokane,  WA 
Tukwila,  WA 
Walla  Walla,  WA 
REGION  14 
Capitola,  CA 
Chico,  CA 
Fresno,  CA 
Hanford,  CA 
Las  Vegas,  NE 
Las  Vegas,  NE 
Miranda,  CA 
Oakland,  CA 
Oakland,  CA 
Redding,  CA 
Redding,  CA 
Sacramento,  CA 
•Santa  Rosa,  CA 
Ukiah,  CA 
Visalia,  CA 
Walnut  Creek,  CA 
Walnut  Creek,  CA 
REGION  15 
Arcadia,  CA 
Northridge,  CA 
Palmdale,  CA 
Phoenix,  AZ 
Riverside,  CA 
San  Diego,  CA 
Santa  Anita,  CA 
Tuscon,  AZ 
REGION  17 
Amarillo,  TX 
Arlington,  TX 
Austin,  TX 
Belton,  TX 
Cleburne,  TX 
Dallas,  TX 
Denison,  TX 
Denison,  TX 
Fort  Stockton,  TX 
Lubbock,  TX 
New  Braunfels,  TX 
Odessa,  TX 
Quanah,  TX 
Waco,  TX 
REGION  18 
Augusta,  KS 
Cape  Girardeau,  MO 
DeSota,  MO 
Dodge  City,  KS 
Garden  City,  KS 
Hays,  KS 
Hutchinson,  KS 
Jefferson  City,  MO 
Kansas  City,  MO 
Kansas  City,  MO 
St.  Louis,  MO 
St.  Louis,  MO 


Helen  &  Frank  Luedecke 

Brad  &  Kathie  Kasperek 
Jeffrey  Walters 
Candy  Thomas 
Charlotte  Easter 

Florence  Weed 
Joanne  Derr 
Kay  Judi 
Marjorie  Kilborn 
Clyde  Mead 
Thelma  Gunning 
Paul  Ikeda 
Margaret  McCrae 

Lois  Belaldi 
Cloudia  Owen 
Dolores  Bates 
Dolores  Bates 
Berkley  Hunt 
Oscar  Schick 
Roger  Clark 
Alan  Robbins 
David  &  Evelyne  Lennette 
Edna  Bryceson 
Phyllis  O'Hanlon 
Bob  &  Mary  Dunn 

Juanne  McGrew 
Dolores  Bates 
Alan  Robbins 
Alan  Robbins 

George  Sutton 
Pete  DeSantis 
Billy  DeHaas 
Julius  Riedel 
Joe  Daughery 
Bob  Brooks 
George  Sherman 
Sally  Cooperman 

Kenneth  Mazurek 
Shirlene  &  Gene  Holt 
Lorraine  &  Ray  Dragon 
Dana  Glaser 
Bobbie  Johnson 
Farron  Campbell 
Charles  L.  Brown 
Charles  L.  Brown 
Mary  Newton 
Mr/Mrs.  Richard  Wilbur 
The  Schaefer’s 
Ann  Ballard 
Randy  Raley 
Hazel  Haik 

Mike  Hargrove 
0.  D.  Niswonger 
Sheldon  Butt 
Bob  Preston 
Keith  Filmore 
Geneva  Dies 
Saundra  Grimm 
Eric  Tankesley-Clarke 
Jim  Hedgecock 
Dr.  James  Waddick 
Sheldon  Butt 
Don  Delmez 


Lynn  Weger 

Alan  Toronto 
Candy  R.  Thomas 
Brad  &  Kathy  Kasperek 
Ora  Burton 

Paul  Ikeda 
Kay  Ludi 
Chad  Harris 
Frances  Dugger 
Marky  Smith 
Laura  Buelow 
Sharon  Gaffney 
Billie  Johnson 

Joe  Ghio 
Rex  Clark 
George  Sutton 
Bill  Tyson 
Mrs.  Marvin  Ray 
Helen  Cochran 
Sue  Tosten 
Ed  &  Mary  Ralston 
Ed  &  Mary  Ralston 
Georgia  Maxim 
Claudia  Owen 
Joyce  Ragle 
ALL  SEEDLING  SHOW 
Joe  Lamb 
Fran  &  John  Weiler 
Carl  &  LaRue  Boswell 
Dorothy  Rucker 

Duncan  Eader 
Teresa  Sage 
Fern  Owen 
Carole  Spiess 
Carol  Morgan 
Fred  Higginbotham 
Lynn  Mcllwain 
Gail  Barnhill 

Don  Johnson 
Tom  Welches 
Jim  Landers 
Maudie  Landers 
Mary  Huggins 
Gordon  Green 
Ellen  B.  Sullivan 
C  &  J  Montgomery 
Carol  &  Fred  Harrol 
Mr/Mrs.  Vernon  Brown 
Kenneth  Triesch 
Dana  Glaser 
Carla  Moore 
Frances  Kurtz 

Clancy  Walz 
Joe  Braener 
Ann  &  Riley  Probst 
Helen  Morris 
Wanda  Smith 
Irma  Torrey 
Norva  Snay 
Dan  Judy 
Bates/Perry 
Virgil  Bryant 
Riley  Probst 
Sheldon  Butt 


Masters  Touch 

Houdini 

Vanity 

Grecian  Skies 
Azure  Gem  (SDB) 

Laced  Lemonade  (SDB) 
Red  Heart  (SDB) 

Tinsel  (MTB) 

Cinnamon  Girl 
Victoria  Falls 
Song  of  Norway 
Frosted  Velvet  (MTB) 
Ginger  Swirl 

Rapture  in  Blue 
Temple  of  God 
Cabbage  Patch  Kid 
Child  Song  (MDB) 

Begume 
Role  Model 
Olympic  Challenge 
Roy  Davidson 
Swirling  Mist  (CA) 

Queen  in  Calico 
Spooned  Blaze 
Abridged  Version  (SDB) 
AWARDS  OTHER  THAN  E  C.’ 
Miramar  (PCN) 

Rincon  (Cal) 

Jade  Jewel  (SDB) 

Holden  Clough 

Pippi  Longstockings  (SDB) 
Scandia  Delight 
Dresden  Gold  (AR) 

Gigolo 

Lurid 

Lovely  Louise 

Rustler 

Eastertide 

Batik  (BB) 

Clara  Goula  (LA) 

Vandal  Spirit 
Temple  Gold 
Beverly  Sills 
President  Hedley  (LA) 

Lady  Friend 
Tamarisk 
Going  My  Way 
Gold  Trimmings 
Mandolin 
Cable  Car 
Eastertime 
Valouche 

Miss  Eureka 
Dusky  Challenger 
Omar’s  Torch  (AR) 

Dusky  Challenger 
Impulse 

Dancing  Beauty 
Mary  Frances 
Pink  Sparkle  (Sib) 

On  Looker  (AB) 

Fiesta  Tme 
Butter  Pecan  (IB) 

Eleanor  Hill  (Spu) 


Helen  &  Frank  Luedecke 

Brad  &  Kathie  Kasperek 
Joe  Brown 
Alan  Toronto 
Candy  Thomas 

Florence  Weed 
Chad  Harris 
Kay  Ludi 
Marjorie  Kilborn 
Lyle  Fort 
Myrtle  Troope 
Paul  Ikeda 
Don  Doyle 

Lois  Belardi 
Claudia  Owen 
Edwin  Matheny  III 
Dolores  Bates 
Mrs.  Mark  Condo 
Helen  Cochran 
Sue  Tosten 
Cathy  Christo 
David  &  Evelyn  Lennette 
Betty  Whisenhunt 
Rex  &  Shirley  Clark 
Walter  &  Alene  Dean 
S. 

Joanne  McGrew 
Fran  &  John  Weiler 
Vernon  Wood 
Dan  Johnson 

George  Sutton 
Jan  Lauritzen 
C.  S.  Bostwick 
Gary  &  Janet  Meeker 
Betty  Cole 
Valera  Chenoweth 
Lynn  Mcllwain 
Bert  Detweiler 

Don  Johnson 
Shirlene  &  Gene  Holt 
Jim  Landers 
Maudie  Landers 
Bobbie  Johnson 
Farron  Campbell 
Dell  Perry 
Judith  Earp 
Fred  Harrol 
Opal  Exum 
The  Schaefer's 
Ann  Ballard 
Randy  Raley 
Truman  Lytle 

Tom  &  Mary  Eckley 
Steve  Stevens 
Ann  &  Riley  Probst 
Burnice  Shelly 
Keith  Filmore 
Irma  Torrey 
Blanch  Coleman 
Eric  Tanksley-Clarke 
Dr.  James  Waddick 
Mary  Jean  McHugh 
James  W.  Morris 
Sheldon  Butt 
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Springfield,  MO 

Calvin  Helsley 

Donna  Tetrick 

1.  Virginia  (Spec) 

Louise  Macon 

Garden  City,  KS 

Keith  Fillmore 

Bob  Jeffries 

Bimini  (BB) 

Keith  Fillmore 

Joplin,  MO 

Gary  Sharp 

Leonard  Michel 

Little  Paul  (MTB) 

Gary  Sharp 

St.  Charles,  MO 

Sheldon  Butt 

Roy  Bohrer 

Champagne  Mist 

Roy  Bohrer 

St.  Louis,  MO 

Sheldon  Butt 

Riley  Probst 

1.  Pseudacorus  (Spec) 

Pat  Williamson 

Washington,  MO 

Mary  Ferguson 

Pauline  Dierkes 

Big  Dipper 

Mary  Ferguson 

Wichita,  KS 

Mike  Hargrove 

Dorothy  Dickson 

Silverado 

Mike  Hargrove 

Wichita,  KS 

Mike  Hargrove 

Dorothy  Dickson 

Maui  Moonlight  (IB) 

Mike  Hargrove 

REGION  19 

Princeton,  NJ 

Chun  Fan 

William  &  Marsha  Ann  Griner  Supreme  Sultan 

Chun  Farr 

REGION  20 

Colorado  Springs,  CO 

Mike  &  Nina  Moller 

John  &  Jeri  Knudtson 

Titan's  Glory 

Freda  McLeod 

Denver,  CO 

Jo  James 

Duane  &  Kayellen  Daily 

Mary  Frances 

Jess  Quintana 

REGION  21 

Columbas,  NE 

Don  Peterson 

Agnes  Hottovy 

Mt.  Olympus 

Agnes  Hottovy 

Lincoln,  NE 

Eugene  Kalkwarf 

Anne  Smith 

Robusto 

Gayle  Jensen 

Norfolk,  NE 

Larry  Harder 

Marjorie  Jansen 

Rare  Edition  (IB) 

Donald  Peterson 

Omaha,  NE 

Irene  Boardman 

Doris  Jansen 

Venus  &  Mars 

Roger  Mazur 

Omaha,  NE 

James  Ennega 

Eugene  Kalkwarf 

Hot  Foot  (MDB) 

Don  Peterson 

Sioux  City,  IA 

Mary  Lotz 

Larry  Harder 

Pleated  Gown 

Mary  Lotz 

Scottsbluff,  NE 

Viola  Schreiner 

Julie  Feil 

Azure  Lights 

June  Hara 

Sioux  Falls,  SD 

Chuck  Claussen 

Leo  Horton 

Dusky  Challenger 

Chuck  Claussen 

REGION  22 

Alva,  OK 

Bea  Williams 

Dana  Wade 

Mystique 

Vera  Strasbough 

Edmond,  OK 

Mary  Watson 

J.  N.  Hawley 

Full  Tide 

Mary  Watson 

Enid,  OK 

Bea  Williams 

Dana  Wade 

Piping  Hot 

Carolyn  Lester 

Hobart,  OK 

Bebe  Reimer 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Kobs 

Pledge  Allegiance 

Bebe  Reimer 

Lawton,  OK 

Joe  &  Maude  Norton 

June  Tomlinson 

Spring  Satin 

Joe  &  Maude  Norton 

Hot  Springs,  AR 

Eileen  Harrison 

Richard  &  Sarah  Morgan 

Ann  Chowning  (LA) 

Jim  &  Charlotte  Bledsoe 

Little  Rock,  AR 

Henry  C.  Rowlan 

Mr/Mrs.  Richard  C.  Butler 

Jeri  (LA) 

Henry  C.  Rowlan 

Oklahoma  City,  OK 

Leigh  Ellis 

Jim  Hawley 

Hula  Dancer 

Paul  Black 

Oklahoma  City,  OK 

Paul  Black 

Perry  Dyer 

Red  Zinger  (IB) 

Marthella  Shoemake 

Oklahoma  City,  OK 

Perry  L.  Parrish 

Louise  Carson 

Annabelle  Babson 

Perry  L.  Parrish 

Norman,  OK 

Perry  Parrish 

LaVerne  Sullivan 

Dorothea  K.  Williamson  (LA) 

Lee  Shelton 

Ponca  City  OK 

Dorothy  Dixon 

Barbara  Cox 

Mary  Frances 

Barbara  Cox 

Searcy,  AR 

Lavera  Burkett 

Salee  Birkholtz 

Vanity 

Alice  Jewell 

Tulsa,  OK 

Mr/Mrs.  Dean  Brand 

Cleo  Cox 

Daredevil 

Cleo  Cox 

Tulsa,  OK 

Mr/Mrs.  Dean  Brand 

Dale  Satterwhite 

Momentum 

Mr/Mrs.  Dean  Brand 

Woodward,  OK 

Hooker  Nichols 

Bea  Williams 

Rare  Edition  (IB) 

Dana  Wade 

Woodward,  OK 

Hooker  Nichols 

Dana  Wade 

Windsong  West 

Hooker  Nichols 

REGION  23 

Albuquerque,  NM 

Irene  Shockey 

Pete  McGrath 

Ravid  (AR) 

Pete  McGrath 

Albuquerque,  NM 

Kurt  Latimer 

Pete  McGrath 

Raspberries  'N  Creme 

Kurt  Latimer 

Albuquerque,  NM 

Kurt  Latimer 

Susan  Latimer 

Jessie’s  Song 

Shannon  Latimer 

Hobbs,  NM 

Montez  Bertram 

Doug  Goodnight 

Ringo 

Mrs.  Jackie  Williams 

Las  Cruces,  NM 

Maxine  Perkins 

Jeff  Anderson 

Blue  Arts  (AR) 

Jeff  Anderson 

Roswell,  NM 

June  Mims 

Katherine  McDaniel 

Chartreuse  Ruffles 

June  Mims 

Santa  Fe,  NM 

Ann  Boland 

Peter  McGrath 

Status  Seeker 

Peter  McGrath 

REGION  24 

Albertville,  AL 

Evelyn  &  Bill  Oates 

John  Adkins 

Titans  Glory 

John  Adkins 

Birmingham,  AL 

Nan  Elizabeth  Miles 

— 

Hooped  Skirt 

Nan  Elizabeth  Miles 

Cullman,  AL 

Mrs.  IvaMae  Reid 

Mrs.  Evelyn  Powe 

Loyalist 

Mrs.  IvaMae  Reid 

Huntsville,  AL 

Margaret  Connally 

Sue  McNeal 

Shepherd's  Hey 

Betty  Burch 

FALL  SHOWS 

REGION  4 

Washington,  DC 

Diana  Nicholls 

Bruce  Hornstein 

Blue  Moonlight 

Diana  Nicholls 

Roanoke,  VA 

Dennis  Stoneburner 

Diana  Nicholls 

Perfume  Counter 

Dennis  Stoneburner 

PUCE  OF  SHOW 

SILVER  MEDAL,  Youth 

YOUTH  SECTION 

BRONZE  MEDAL,  Youth  BEST  OF  SHOW,  Youth 

EXHIBITOR,  Youth 

REGION  5 

Decatur,  GA 

Alice  Marzilla 

Cris  Cohilas 

Smoke  Rings 

Andrew  Cohilas 

Spartanburg,  SC 

Marie  Goforth 

Tammy  Goforth 

Brides  Halo 

Marie  Goforth 

REGION  7 

Dresden,  TN 

Jenifer  Mabe 

Natasha  Garner 

Cracklin  Burgundy 

Jenifer  Mabe 

Louisville,  KY 

Lanae  Gaddie 

Tabatha  Cline 

— 

— 

REGION  9 

Urbana,  IL 

Ann  Millar 

Jason  Wilhoit 

Scamp  (LA) 

Jason  Wilhoit 

REGION  11 

Missoula,  MT 

Rosemary  Baier 

Lynn  Weger 

Maderiabelle 

Dan  Potts 
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REGION  14 

Chico,  CA 

Bobby  Owen 

Doug  Bracy 

Villian 

Bobby  Owen 

Ukiah,  CA 

Elizabeth  Lamb 

Kendra  Schussel 

Flair 

Elizabeth  Lamb 

Visalia,  CA 

Mike  Tyson 

Robert  Tyson 

Cabbage  Patch  Kid 

Chris  Matheny 

REGION  18 

Augusta,  KS 

Zac  Hargrove 

Mike  Walz 

— 

— 

Garden  City,  KS 

Shilo  Gillam 

Kenny  Smith 

Az  Ap  (IB) 

— 

Garden  City,  KS 

Shilo  Gillam 

Waylou  Gillam 

Enchanted  World 

— 

Wichita,  KS 

Mike  Walz 

Zach  Hargrove 

Song  of  Norway 

Mark  Neier 

REGION  20 

Colorado  Springs,  CO 

Shelly  Moller 

Ann  Knudtson 

Enchanted  World 

Mike  McCarthy 

Denver,  CO 

Shelly  Moller 

Mike  McCarthy 

Mystique 

Mike  McCarthy 

REGION  22 

Edmond,  OK 

— 

— 

(4-10)  Kentucky  Derby 

Matt  Hirch 

Enid,  OK 

Justin  Wade 

George  Tripp 

(11-18)  Easter  Time 

Stop  Sign 

Beth  Bowman 

Justin  Wade 

Tulsa,  OK 

Philip  Stonecipher 

— 

Vamp  (IB) 

Philip  Stonecipher 

Tulsa,  OK 

Philip  Stonecipher 

— 

Mt.  Cook 

Philip  Stonecipher 

REGION  23 

Albuquerque,  NM 

Catherine  Pagano 

Shannon  Latimer 

Ginger  Swirl 

Shannon  Latimer 

PLACE  OF  SHOW 

BEST  DESIGN 

ARTISTIC  SECTION 

ARTISTIC 

SWEEPSTAKES  BEST  DESIGN,  Youth 

ARTISTIC 

SWEEPSTAKES,  Youth 

REGION  1 

Auburn,  ME 

Pauline  Grenier 

Alice  Yates 

— 

— 

Shelburne,  MA 

Marcia  Fleming 

Marcia  Fleming 

— 

— 

South  Paris,  ME 

Peter  Young 

Alice  Yates 

— 

— 

Waltham,  MA 

Diane  Butler 

Diane  Butler 

— 

— 

Weston,  MA 

Evelyn  White 

Evelyn  White 

— 

-  — 

REGION  2 

Buffalo,  NY 

Maria  Gerbracht 

— 

— 

— 

Clay,  NY 

Janet  Thresh 

— 

— 

— 

REGION  3 

Kennett  Square,  PA 

Joy  Westfall 

Joy  Westfall 

— 

— 

Pittsburgh,  PA 

— 

Large— Lena  Easter 

— 

— 

York,  PA 

Sylvia  Kindig 

Small — Bettie  Nutter 

REGION  4 

Virginia  Beach,  VA 

Shirley  Todd 

— 

— 

— 

REGION  5 

Anderson,  SC 

Billy  J.  Langston 

— 

— 

— 

Columbia,  SC 

Betty  Lewis 

— 

— 

— 

Decatur,  GA 

Penny  Polstra 

— 

— 

— 

Milledgeville,  GA 

Joe  Scott  Watson 

Joe  Scott  Watson 

— 

— 

Spartanburg,  SC 

Phyllis  ? 

Pat  Johnson 

Justin  Womick 

— 

Summerville,  SC 

Mrs.  James  L.  Moore 

Mrs.  S. .  Mitchum 

— 

— 

REGION  6 

Akron,  OH 

Mr.  Anthony  Willott 

Mrs.  Anthony  Willott 

— 

— 

Cleveland,  OH 

Toni  Repp 

Toni  Repp 

— 

— 

Comins,  Ml 

Kim  Kocher 

Rosey  Ross 

— 

— 

Fort  Wayne,  IN 

Dorothy  Lombard 

Dorothy  Lombard 

— 

— 

Grand  Rapids,  Ml 

Ruth  Levanduski 

Lois  Wier 

— 

— 

Grand  Rapids,  Ml 

Dee  Flores 

Ruth  Levanduski 

— 

_ 

Indianapolis,  IN 

Rosalie  Stam 

Rosalie  Stam 

— 

— 

Lansing,  Ml 

Virginia  Maynard 

Virginia  Maynard 

Colette  Falco 

Colette  Falco 

Mansfield,  OH 

Marcia  Barcroft 

Marcia  Barcroft 

— 

— 

Muncie,  IN 

Betty  Thomas 

Betty  Thomas 

— 

— 

REGION  7 

Bowling  Green,  KY 

Allene  Tandy 

Jo  Bryant 

— 

— 

Lebanon,  TN 

Margaret  Jones 

Margaret  Jones 

— 

— 

Louisville,  KY 

Paul  Owen 

Paul  Owen 

— 

_ 

Memphis,  TN 

Peggy  Shawhan 

— 

— 

— 

Memphis,  TN 

John  Pierce 

Lucy  Carington  Jones 

— 

— 

Nashville,  TN 

Viola  Wright 

— 

— 

— 

REGION  8 

Blaine,  MN 

Char  Sindt 

Char  Sindt 

— 

— 

Fond  du  Lac,  Wl 

Leslie  Kolitz 

— 

— 

— 

Hales  Corners,  Wl 

Dorothy  Vande 

Dorothy  Vande 

— 

— 

Madison,  Wl 

Keith  Eirich 

Keith  Eirich 

— 

— 
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Minnesota,  MN 

— 

Rae  Jean  Gee 

— 

— 

Roseville,  MN 

Char  Sindt 

Char  Sindt 

— 

— 

REGION  9 

Belleville,  IL 

Rita  Kinsella 

Rita  Kinsella 

— 

— 

Freeport,  IL 

Floyd  Markham 

— 

— 

— 

Lombard,  IL 

Pat  Hessel 

Pat  Hessel 

— 

— 

Lombard,  IL 

Bill  Hessel 

Bill  Hassel 

— 

— 

REGION  11 

Missoula,  MT 

Rose  Mary  Baier 

Lynn  Weger 

Lee  Davis 

— 

REGION  12 

Layton,  UT 

Susanne  Parry 

Susanne  Parry 

— 

— 

Logan,  UT 

Candy  R.  Thomas 

Candy  R,  Thomas 

— 

— 

Salt  Lake  City,  UT 

Alan  Toronto 

Candy  Thomas 

— 

— 

Salt  Lake  City,  UT 

Candy  Thomas 

Candy  Thomas 

— 

— 

REGION  13 

Portland,  OR 

Nandy  Miller 

Nancy  Miller 

Laurie  Ystad 

— 

— 

Puyallup,  WA 

Sally  Heblick 

Ruby  Glasser 

Sallie  Heblick 

— 

— 

Richland,  WA 

Norma  Boswell 

— 

— 

— 

Spokane,  WA 

Norma  Lunden 

Norma  Lunden 

Norma  Lunden 

— 

Walla  Walla,  WA 

Margaret  Webb 

Dixie  Medutis 

— 

— 

REGION  14 

Fresno,  CA 

Dorothy  Domimci 

Dorothy  Dominici 

— 

— 

Fianford,  CA 

June  Pope 

— 

— 

— 

Las  Vegas,  NV 

Mrs.  Mark  Condo 

Mrs.  Mark  Condo 

— 

— 

Miranda,  CA 

Sue  Tosten 

Sue  Tosten 

— 

— 

Redding,  CA 

Jessie  Roberson 

Jessie  Roberson 

— 

— 

Ukiah,  CA 

Lolita  Falconer 

Jean  Near 

Elizabeth  Lamb 

— 

Visalia,  CA 

Lucille  Smith 

— 

Michele  Matheny 

— 

REGION  15 

Arcadia,  CA 

Eileen  Fiumara 

Elizabeth  Lassanyi 

— 

— 

Arcadia,  CA 

Wini  Conklin 

Eileen  Fiumara 

— 

— 

Northridge,  CA 

Janet  Tosches 

Janet  Tosches 

— 

— 

Palmdale,  CA 

Jan  Borg 

Mary  Duvall 

— 

— 

Phoenix,  AZ 

Joyce  Newton 

Joyce  Newton 

Goldie  Bauer 

— 

Riverside,  CA 

Carol  Morgan 

Irene  Benton 

— 

— 

San  Diego,  CA 

Rat  Brendal 

— 

— 

— 

Tucson,  AZ 

Ruth  Cely 

— 

— 

— 

REGION  17 

Arlington,  TX 

Ray  Dawson 

Marge  Powell 

— 

— 

Austin,  TX 

Pat  Freeman 

— 

— 

— 

Cleburne,  TX 

Ida  Mae  Moore 

Ida  Mae  Moore 

— 

— 

Denison,  TX 

Ellen  B.  Sullivan 

— 

— 

— 

Denison,  TX 

Ellen  Sullivan 

Jan  Montgomery 

— 

— 

Fort  Stockton,  TX 

Janet  Newton 

Marian  Lunson 

— 

— 

Lubbock,  TX 

Eupha  Skillman 

Dr.  Bill  Skillman 

— 

— 

Odessa,  TX 

Janet  Newton 

Elaine  Bartlett 

— 

— 

Quanah,  TX 

Sue  Harris 

Sue  Harris 

— 

— 

Waco,  TX 

Marti  Dietrich 

Hazel  Haik 

— 

— 

REGION  18 

Augusta,  KS 

Mary  Winzer 

Mary  Jo  Coloney 

— 

— 

DeSota,  MO 

Priscilla  Pooker 

Priscilla  Pooker 

— 

— 

Dodge  City,  KS 

Marti  Woods 

Marti  Woods 

— 

— 

Garden  City,  KS 

Shilo  Gilliam 

Keith  Fillmore 

— 

— 

Garden  City,  KS 

Mary  Lou  Flays 

Mary  Lou  Flays 

— 

— 

Flays,  KS 

Louise  Booth 

Louise  Booth 

— 

— 

Hutchinson,  KS 

Rat  Bass 

Saundra  Grimm 

Sherlyn  Bradley 

Sherlyn  Bradley 
Andy  Scott 

Joplin,  MO 

Lucy  Pearce 

Charlotte  Duke 

— 

— 

Jefferson  City,  MO 

J.  Wayne  Merrill 

— 

— 

— 

Kansas  City,  MO 

Lucille  Krchma 

— 

— 

— 

Springfield,  MO 

Ruby  Cramer 

Gladys  Jones 

— 

— 

St.  Charles,  MO 

Rita  Kinsella 

Betty  Bohrer 

Sue  Delmez 

— 

— 

St,  Louis,  MO 

Kay  Schafer 

Jo-An  Finke 

— 

— 

St.  Louis,  MO 

Lu  Dickaut 

Rita  Kinsella 

Rita  Kinsella 

Jo-An  Finke 

— 

— 

St.  Louis,  MO 

Louise  Bellagamba 

Sue  Delmez 

— 

— 

Washington,  MO 

Ross  Kampschroeder 

Verna  Schmid 

— 

— 
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Wichita,  KS 

Lowell  Markley 

Lowell  Markley 

— 

' — 

Wichita,  KS 

Betty  Lou  Bowlin 

Helen  Reynolds 

— 

— 

REGION  20 

Colorado  Springs,  CO 

Joan  James 

Susanne  Rogers 

Ann  Knudtson 

Shelly  Moller 

Denver,  CO 

Clara  1.  Perin 

— 

— 

— 

REGION  21 

Coiumbas,  NE 

Agnes  Hottovy 

Don  Peterson 

— 

— 

Lincoln,  NE 

— 

Gladys  Ensminger 

— 

— 

Norfolk,  NE 

Donald  Peterson 

Donald  Peterson 

— 

— 

Omaha,  NE 

Roger  Mazur 

Jean  Lorence 

— 

— 

Omaha,  NE 

Roger  P.  Mazur 

Roger  P.  Mazur 

— 

— 

Scottsbluff,  NE 

Virginia  Harimon 

Virginia  Harimon 

— 

Melody  Schreiner 

Sioux  Falls,  SD 

Karen  L.  Haggbloom 

Karen  L,  Haggbloom 

— 

— 

Sioux  Falls,  SD 

Dennis  Wolf 

Dennis  Wolf 

— 

— 

REGION  22 

Edmond,  Ok 

Karen  Hirsch 

Karen  Hirsch 

4-10  Matt  Hirsch 

4-10  Matt  Hirsch 

Enid,  OK 

Veda  Moore 

Veda  Moore 

11-18  Beth  Bowman 

11-18  Christin  Smith 

Hobart,  OK 

Mrs.  Jon  Norman  Robinson 

Mrs.  Levy  Parr 

— 

— 

Lawton,  OK 

Ruth  B.  Simmons 

Ruth  B.  Simmons 

— 

— 

Hot  Springs,  AR 

Tim  Hassell 

Tim  Hassell 

— 

— 

Little  Rock,  AR 

Stephen  Russell 

Doris  Boyles 

— 

— 

Oklahoma  City,  OK 

Virginia  Gregory 

Virginia  Gregory 

— 

— 

Oklahoma  City,  OK 

— 

— 

Christina  Sissenstein 

Julie  Holmes 

Norman,  OK 

Jo  Prater 

Jo  Prater 

— 

— 

Ponca  City,  OK 

Dixie  Thurber 

— 

— 

— 

Tulsa,  OK 

Kaye  Burnham 

Kaye  Burnham 

— 

— 

REGION  23 

Albuquerque,  NM 

Elsie  Kear 

Elsie  Kear 

— 

— 

Hobbs,  NM 

Doug  Goodnight 

Becky  Seigman 

— 

— 

Las  Cruces,  NM 

Donna  Holland 

Ellen  Tafoya 

— 

— 

Roswell,  NM 

Leslie  Job'e 

Leslie  Job’e 

— 

— 

Santa  Fe,  NM 

Sylvia  Chavez 

Gwen  Anlian 

— 

— 

REGION  24 

Albertville,  AL 

Evelyn  Oates 

Evelyn  Oates 

— 

- 

Place  of  Show 


EDUCATIONAL  AND  COMMERCIAL 

Educational  Exhibit  Commercial  Exhibit 


REGION  4 

Hendersonville,  NC 


REGION  5 

Columbia,  SC 
Spartanburg,  SC 

REGION  6 

Flint,  Mi 
Lansing,  Ml 
Mansfield,  OH 

REGION  7 

Lebanon,  TN 
Memphis,  TN 
Nashville,  TN 

REGION  8 

Blaine,  MN 
Roseville,  MN 

REGION  11 

Missoula,  MT 

REGION  13 

Portland,  OR 


Tiffany  Johnson 
Everette  Lineberger 

Angela  Morgan 
Dorothy  &  Richard  Ferris 
Kay  Hastetler 

Bob  &  Margaret  Joines 

Virginia  Graves 

Jim  &  Regina  Crutchfield 

Victoria  Sibell  &  Chan  Broich 
Victoria  Sibell  &  Chan  Broich 

Ken  &  Rosemary  Baier 


Everette  Lineberger 


Aitken’s  Salmon  Creek 
Gardens 
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Portland,  OR 


Walla  Walla,  WA 


REGION  14 

Fresno,  CA  — 

Redding,  CA  Mary  Schneider 


REGION  15 

Arcadia,  CA 
Palmdale,  CA 

REGION  18 

Hays,  KS 
Hutchinson,  KS 

REGION  20 

Colorado  Springs,  CO 

REGION  21 

Scottsbluff,  NE 

REGION  24 

Huntsville,  AL 


Mary  Duvall 

Bernice  Gross 
Amelia  Mueller 

Diana  Calkins  &  Nina  Moller 

Virginia  Harimon,  Julie  Feil  & 
Viola  Schreiner 

Scott  Grant 


Cooley’s  Gardens,  Aitken’s 
Salmon  Creek  Gardens, 
Schreiner’s  Gardens 
Margaret  Webb 

Gary  Brewer 
Judy  Wallach 

Cal  Dixie  Iris  Garden 


NUMBER  OF  SHOWS  REPORTED  BY  REGION 


Region 

18 

14 
22 
17 

6 

7 
21 
13 

15 

23 

8 
5 
4 
1 
9 
3 

12 

24 
2 

20 

11 

19 

10 

16 


Number  of  Shows  Position 

20  1 

18  2 

17  3 

14  4 

11  5 

11 

8  7 

8 
8 

7  10 

7 
6 

6  12 

5  14 

5 

4  16 

4 

4 

2  19 

2 

1  21 

1 

1 

0  24 
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American  Iris  Society 
Exhibition  Certification  Issued 
During  1991  Show  Season 


TALL  BEARDED 

Allen 

SVH 

Lyons,  Ray 

85-6-1  (1990) 

Allen,  J.  R. 

88B 

84-50-1  (1990) 

Anaya,  Larry 

84-8C 

Lysne,  Rod 

90-6 

Bingham,  Jim 

85-9-1 

Lytle,  Truman 

TL080184 

Black,  Paul 

8856A,  861 27B 

Magee,  Tom 

84-1 7  A 

91185A 

8445 

89-U-25 

8031  (1990) 

91141A 

Lighted  Lantern  (1990) 

Brenner,  Francis 

Sun  Polka  (1990) 

Brown,  B.  J. 

0790 

McCarthy,  Sue 

007  (1990) 

Brown,  Opal 

2 

Messick,  Virginia 

88-89 

Burch,  Jim 

48-16 

86-6 

Burke,  James 

89BUA 

Miller,  David 

DM-85-1C 

Byrum,  Orris 

SG-DP06-91 

DM-85-5A 

Cantwell,  Dorothy  &  Ray 

891-15 

DM-85-4B 

Chapman,  Bill 

W-12-84 

Miller,  Lynda 

Can’t  Elope 

Claussen,  Chuck 

82-76-1 

Morgan,  C. 

CM-89-1 

82-6-1 

Mullen,  James 

JRM1989-1 

Cronin,  Art  Butter  Makers  Bride 

Mullin,  Ron 

83-267J 

Dochne,  Wally 

3-85-10 

84-7X 

Doonan,  Sara 

84-35-13 

84-385N 

Dunn,  Mary 

M-84-925A 

Nebeker,  Don 

927-14 

Ensminger,  Allan 

87-32 

994-5 

Ensminger,  Jim 

E-83-12-1 

Nelson,  Roger 

RN8478K 

Fort,  Lyle  E. 

89-452-D 

Newton,  Mary 

88-CO-EL-018 

Freund,  Richard 

F90-1C-1 

Nichols,  Hooker 

Urgent,  861 50B 

Hamner,  Bernard 

89-27 

8861 A 

Nickerson,  Alva 

84-0-0 

Lady  Juliet 

Innerst,  Sterling 

3169-4 

Niswonger,  O.  David 

78-89 

3044-1 

77-89 

Johnson,  Roy  &  Bev 

91-24 

Nickell,  Frank 

84-C-1 

91-8 

Probst,  Riley 

87BZX375A1 

Kasperek,  Brad  &  Kathie 

89-5-A 

87BZX37501 

Kegerise,  Mrs.  Grant 

Bronzette  Star 

Richardson,  Gerald 

86-9-2 

85-635 

Richlie,  Wayne 

WR-10 

Keppel,  Keith 

86-34-D 

Roberts,  Ed 

777 

L86-48-1 

890 

Knudtson,  John  &  Jeri 

83-2 

913 

Koch,  Bob 

1-89-12 

855 

Lineberger,  Everette 

QHT-124 

Roos,  Don 

85-16  (1990) 

QHT-125 

Rogers,  Francis 

F656-K 

QHT-126 

Shepard,  Donald  L. 

8435B 

QHT-130 
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Spoon,  Don 

CN90 

ARIL  /  ARILBRED 

Squires,  Betty 

HB-88 

Bostwick,  C.  S. 

85-A-20 

Stevens,  S. 

84-2-25 

Lankow,  George 

AG-35-1 

Stonecipher,  Philip 

8504 

McGavran,  Carla 

J.  Witt 

Sutton,  George 

B441 

Shockey,  Howard 

88-1 65- A 

Turner,  Harry 

66-86-2 

82-24-OA 

Turns,  Inez 

Loreen 

85-2-A 

Walz,  Clancy 

CA5-5T 

Vossen,  Carol 

9-31-6 

Willott,  Tony  &  Dorothy 
Wood,  Vern 

84-190 
Fiesta  Song 

Vossen/Sutton 

SIBERIAN 

2-36.1 

STANDARD  DWARF  BEARDED 

Brenner,  Francis 

KS  Hubbard 

Aitken,  Terry 

87M33 

Helsley,  Calvin 

89-6 

Bellagamba,  Louise 

D-191 

Jahnke,  Fred  C. 

85-7 

Lankow,  Carol 

OH15-2 

Schafer/Sacks 

588-6-1 

Jeffries,  Bob 

OH13-1 

J86-D2-C 

Willott,  Mr/Mrs  Anthony 

90-26 

Smith,  Marcia 

802-A 

VERSICOLOR 

90-X-DOM-064 

807-E 

Dumas-Quesnel 

801 -C 

Huber/W.  H.  Perron 

90-WvP-016 

Shoup,  Marvin 

8516 

Warburton,  Bee 

V9 

8712 

McEwen/Pope  (Ensata  Sdl)  JT 

Stevans, 

88-1-5 

JAPANESE 

Willott,  Tony  &  Dorothy 

91-301 

Burton,  Virginia 

W-1 02-90 

88-106 

Dienstback,  Marie 

590-35 

MINIATURE  DWARF  BEARDED 

590-13 

Ennega,  James 

Erin  Anne 

Delmez,  Don 

590-22 

Lankow,  Carol 

OH1-1 

MBSW-1 

SPRV 

MINIATURE  TALL  BEARDED 

Grant,  Joe 

IZO-NO-UH1 

Burton,  John 

85-P-3 

Hirao,  Dr. 

SH-12 

Bruno,  Russell 

CC-7 

Innerst,  Sterling 

3044-1 

Grimm,  Carl 

88-1-6 

2812-4 

Hargrove,  Mike 

88-5-2 

Schafer/Sacks 

J89-31-1 

Norrick,  Jack  &  Glenda 

88-2 

Wilhoit,  Jerry  &  Melody 

JW-1 

Wyss,  Betty 

INTERMEDIATE  BEARDED 

881-12 

Warner,  Carol 

LOUISIANA 

3044-1 

Lankow,  Carol 

7H106-1 

Bourque,  Elaine 

1812-115 

8A142-2 

Burton,  Mrs.  Wells 

V-1 

Shoup,  Marvin 

891 

Dunn,  Mary 

LI  22-1 

Smith,  Marcia 

89-28B 

Goula,  Richard 

Lynn  Hantel 

89-27A 

Haymon,  Dorman 

12-84-2 

Vizvarie,  Chris 

1BPPB-2 

Morgan,  Richard 

50-83-1 

Willott,  Mr  &  Mrs.  Anthony 

BORDER  BEARDED 

91-273 

L646GY 

L597D 

L-380-A 

Dyer,  Floyd 

D-120-89-B 

O’Conner 

X-1 

Hoik,  Herb 

Magee,  Tom 

Ritchie,  Jayne 

82-9 

8438-B 

87-14-5 

Powell,  Marge 

LA8603 
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Shepard,  Donald  L. 

LA88006 

Lawyers,  Inc. 

XP140E 

LA89505 

XP143A 

Strawn,  Kirk 

SA131985 

Reid,  Lorena 

C586-2  (G4-6) 

Rowlan,  Henry  C. 

89- LA-1 

C586-27  (G4-6) 

CAUFORNICAE 

Eader,  Duncan 

C-84-S-40 

Weiler,  Dr.  John 

CAW89G1 

CAW89C2 

Ghio,  Joe 

PI  48 

REMONTANT 

Kovar,  Fred 

K-91-1 

Nicholls,  Diana 

D-1-88 

Lind,  Mrs.  Ted 

87-AL-76 

Spoon,  Don 

CN90 

Marchand,  John 

7687 

1992  SYMPOSIUM  RESULTS 


Region 

Votes 

Members 

%  Voting 

1 

48 

316 

15.2 

2 

38 

274 

13.9 

3 

43 

233 

18.5 

4 

88 

689 

12.8 

5 

50 

302 

16.6 

6 

92 

496 

18.5 

7 

124 

685 

18.1 

8 

36 

193 

18.7 

9 

39 

221 

17.6 

10 

4 

55 

7.3 

11 

33 

91 

36.3 

12 

31 

77 

40.3 

13 

93 

382 

24.3 

14 

161 

835 

19.3 

15 

105 

514 

20.4 

16 

22 

107 

20.6 

17 

109 

536 

20.3 

18 

155 

622 

24.9 

19 

23 

155 

14.8 

20 

65 

270 

24.1 

21 

75 

405 

18.5 

22 

119 

498 

23.9 

23 

64 

196 

32.7 

24 

4 

197 

2.0 

OS 

7 

288 

2.4 

TOTAL 

1628 

8637 

18.8 
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THE  AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY 
JUDGES  1992 


REGION  1 

G  John  H.  Burton 

G  Lucy  G.  Burton 

G  L.  L.  Doucette 

G  Mrs.  L.  L.  Doucette 

G  Chandler  Fulton 

G  Elaine  Fulton 

AM  Frederick  W.  Gadd 

AM  Mrs.  Frederick  W.  Gadd 
RM  John  E.  Goett 

G  Connie  M.  Hall 

G  Dr.  Warren  C.  Hazelton 

G  Mrs.  Warren  C.  Hazelton 
G  Richard  K.  Kiyomoto 

G  Walter  Kotyk 

G  Phylis  A.  Malec 

G  Lynn  F.  Markham 

AM  F.  J.  McAliece 

AM  Mrs.  F.  J.  McAliece 

E  Dr.  Currier  McEwen 

RM  Bernard  W.  McLaughlin 

RM  Marilyn  R.  Noyes  Mollicone 
AM  Russell  B.  Moors 

AM  Mrs.  Russell  B.  Moors 

A  David  Nitka 

AM*  Mrs.  Maurice  B.  Pope,  Jr. 

G  Mrs.  Keith  Roberts 

RM  Clayton  H.  Sacks 

G  Robert  H.  Sawyer 

G  Mrs.  David  Schmieder 

G  Marian  H.  Schmuhl 

AM  Mrs.  Carl  G.  Schulz 

AM  Robert  Sobek 

AM  Shirley  A.  Varmette 

AM  Kenneth  M.  Waite 

AM  Mrs.  Kenneth  M.  Waite 

E  Mrs.  F.  W.  Warburton 

RM  James  R.  Welch 

G  Deborah  Wheeler 

G  Edward  W.  White 

G  John  W.  White 

G  Rebecca  K.  Wong 

G  Peter  J.  Young 

REGION  2 

G  David  Baehre 

G  James  G.  Burke 

G  Mrs.  James  G.  Burke 

A  Francis  Edmondson 

G  Maria  Gerbracht 

AM  James  Gristwood 

AM  Lillian  Gristwood 

G  Kathleen  Guest 

AM  Jane  I.  Hall 

G*  Carl  M.  O’Shay 

E  William  H.  Peck 

G  Frances  M.  Regan 

G  Wendy  K.  Roller 


A 

Dr.  Carolyn  Schaffner 

AM 

G.  M.  Schifferli 

A 

Helen  Schueler 

A 

John  Schueler 

AM 

Mrs.  Granger  S.  Smith 

RM 

Alfred  T.  Wirz 

REGION  3 

G 

Walter  C.  Betzold 

AM 

Mrs.  William  E.  Chambers 

AM 

W.  H.  Clough 

G 

George  W.  Gerhardt 

G 

Harold  L.  Griffie 

E 

William  T.  Hirsch 

AM 

Sterling  U.  Innerst 

G 

Theresa  Jewel 

AM 

Mrs.  Grant  Kegerise 

AM 

Mrs.  R.  P.  Kegerise 

G 

Jason  A.  Leader 

G 

Patricia  A.  Leader 

G 

Ellwood  Maltman 

G 

Dorothea  M.  Marquart 

G 

Mrs.  Arthur  F.  Martin 

A 

Robert  McFarland 

A 

Geraldine  McFarland 

AM 

Mrs.  Stephan  Molchan 

G 

Bettie  Nutter 

G 

Donald  E.  Nutter 

G 

June  Roop 

AM 

Paul  R.  Smith 

AM 

Mrs.  Guy  E.  Stevens 

AM 

Ophelia  F.  Straw 

G 

Elizabeth  Unruh 

G* 

Larry  Westfall 

A 

James  H.  Wilson 

A 

Joan  R.  Wood 

REGION  4 

G  Alice  Bouldin 

AM  B.  J.  Brown 

AM  Mrs.  B.  J.  Brown 

G  Mrs.  David  Cline 

G  Mrs.  Keith  K.  Cooper 

AM  Mrs.  Charles  M.  Cox 

A  Libby  A.  Cross 

G  Mrs.  Joseph  P.  Dufresne 

AM  Dr.  E.  Roy  Epperson 

RM  Mrs.  Miles  P.  Farrar 

AM  Mrs.  Frank  H.  J.  Figge 

G  Ruth  Filsinger 

G  Glenn  Grigg,  Jr. 

G  Mrs.  Glenn  Grigg,  Jr. 

AM  Charles  L.  Hare 

AM  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Hare 

RM  Maynard  E.  Harp 

RM  Mrs.  Maynard  E.  Harp 

G  Mrs.  A.  H.  Hazzard 
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G  Walter  Hoover 

G  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Kabler 

G  Mrs.  Troy  Karriker 

G  M.  B.  Lowe 

G  Mrs.  M.  B.  Lowe 

G  Clarence  E.  Mahan 

RM  Mrs.  Fred  M.  Miller 

G  Diana  Nicholls 

RM  Dr.  Joseph  Parker,  Jr. 

G  Polly  K.  Price 

A  Caryll  Randall 

G  Richard  Randall 

G  Dr.  A.  W.  Rice 

AM  Mrs.  A.  W.  Rice 

A  Daniel  Schlanger 

AM  Richard  Sparling 

G  James  D.  Stadler 

G  Mrs.  Richard  Steele 

AM  F.  G.  Stephenson 

G  Mrs.  James  H.  Trent 

G  Ruth  E.  Walker 

RM  David  G.  Walsh 

G*  Mrs.  Andrew  C.  Warner 

AM  Dennis  A.  Wilkie 

E  Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg 

REGION  5 

G  Alma  P.  Burgamy 

AM  Mrs.  Wells  E.  Burton 

RM  Mrs.  C.  C.  Chapman 

G  Mrs.  John  S.  Gaines 

G  Gwen  Godwin 

G  T.  M.  Godwin 

RM  Mrs.  John  S.  Harley 

G  Carolyn  R.  Hawkins 

G  Nina  R.  Hawkins 

G  Mrs.  Arvid  Honkanen 

G  Sara  T.  Hood 

RM  G.  E.  Hubbard 

AM  Cassie  E.  James 

G  James  L.  Jeff  coat 

G  Peggy  B.  Jeffcoat 

G  Andrea  M.  Johnson 

AM  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson 

RM  Grady  Kennedy 

RM  Mrs.  Grady  Kennedy 

G  Mrs.  A.  J.  Kirby 

A  Billy  J.  Langston 

G  Rev.  Everette  L.  Lineberger 

AM  David  Mohr 

RM  H.  C.  Mohr 

G  Mrs.  Edward  L.  Paquet 

AM  Jean  Quick 

RM  M.  B.  Satterfield 

G  Wayne  C.  Smith,  Jr. 

G  Mrs.  Wayne  C.  Smith,  Jr. 

AM  Mrs.  R.  G.  Stockton 

G  Robert  L.  Terpening 

G  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Terpening 

AM  Harry  Turner 

G  Joe  Scott  Watson 

AM*  Mrs.  A.  D.  Wilder 


G  Fredericka  R.  Wilson 

G  John  W.  Wood 

AM  C.  E.  Yearwood 

REGION  6 

G  Robert  A.  Bauer 

G  Otho  Boone 

AM  Mrs.  Otho  Boone 

G  Russel!  Bruno 

G  Mrs.  Russell  Bruno 

G  Ruby  A.  Clark 

G  Ann  A.  Cline 

G  John  A.  Coble 

AM  Mrs.  Harold  E.  Cooper 

AM  James  A.  Copeland 

AM  Jill  Copeland 

G  Sue  Copeland 

G  Mrs.  Albert  Dehaan 

AM  Lee  Eberhardt 

A  Alice  Eich 

A  Roila  Eich 

G  Richard  B.  Ferris 

AM  Mrs.  Albert  Fillmore 

AM  James  J.  Foreman 

AM  Emma  Hobbs 

A  Judith  M.  Hollingworth 

G  R.  M.  Hollingworth 

G  Wilford  James 

G  Rae  J.  Johnson 

G  Carl  Leisure 

A  Shelly  Lynn 

AM  Robert  A.  Mallory 

G  Virginia  Maynard 

AM  Lynda  Miller 

AM  Roger  Miller 

G  Mrs.  Ronald  F.  Miller 

G  Kathy  J.  Moore 

AM  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Moore 

G  Angela  Morgan 

G  Carol  Morgan 

G  Paul  Morgan 

G  Marlyn  N.  O.  Nelson 

G  Jack  E.  Norrick 

G  Mrs.  Jack  E.  Norrick 

AM  C.  D.  Overholser 

AM  Mrs.  C.  D.  Overholser 

AM  Mrs.  Z.  R.  Prentiss 

AM  Mrs.  D.  Olen  Rawdon 

AM  Pauline  Reindl 

AM  Mrs.  William  T.  Rhodes 

RM  John  D.  Rusk,  Jr. 

AM  Mrs.  Harold  Slessman 

RM  Dr.  Raymond  G.  Smith 

AM  Mrs.  C.  E.  Soules 

E  Dr.  Harold  L.  Stahly 

G  Mrs.  Robert  Stallcop 

G  Marjorie  Starkey 

AM  Fred  L.  Taylor 

RM  Raymond  Thomas 

AM  Eugene  D.  Tremmel 

G  Mrs.  Norbert  B.  Vaught 

G  Joan  H.  Verwilst 


85 


AM  Leland  M.  Welsh 

AM  Anthony  Willott 
AM*  Mrs.  Anthony  Willott 

G  Doris  Winton 

G  Debby  Zook 

REGION  7 

G  Rodney  A.  Adams 

A  Julie  Allen 

G  Sue  Ann  Barnes 

G  James  M.  Bingham 

G  Mrs.  Charles  Bless 

AM  Mrs.  Stanley  Boren 

G  Eleanor  M.  Boyson 

RM  Franklin  R  Brewer 

G  Mrs.  Edward  T.  Browne,  Jr. 
G  James  R.  Browne 

G  Larry  R.  Browning 

G  Mrs.  Larry  R.  Browning 

AM  J.  L.  Christopher 

G  Catherine  Church 

A  Eugene  Church 

G  J.  R.  Collins 

G  Mrs.  J.  R.  Collins 

G  Robert  H.  Cosby,  Jr. 

AM  Hilda  Crick 

G  Albert  C.  Dierckes 

G  Mrs.  Albert  C.  Dierckes 

RM  Dr.  Frank  B.  Galyon 

G  Jerry  D.  Gifford 

RM  Mrs.  Edgar  Green 

AM  Mrs.  Lawrence  E.  Hall 

AM  Lois  Hill 

G  Mrs.  Henry  Hudson,  Jr. 

AM  Doyle  B.  Inman 

G  Mrs.  Lee  A.  Irwin 

AM  Glenna  Johnson 

AM  Lucy  Carrington  Jones 

AM*  Mrs.  Donald  R.  King 

G  Thelma  Lamb 

A  Trudy  N.  Lowe 

AM  Mrs.  M.  A.  Luna 

G  Alice  Middleton 

G  Dr.  Doris  Middleton 

AM  Raymond  Miller 

E  Mrs.  Raymond  Miller 

RM  Margie  C.  Parham 

G  Jerry  Phillips 

G  Mrs.  Jerry  Phillips 

G  June  F.  Richards 

G  Gary  D.  Sides 

AM  George  D.  Slade 

G  Mrs.  George  D.  Slade 

G  Willa  Swack 

RM  Mrs.  Frank  Tyree 

G  Maynard  D.  Vanhorn 

G  Mrs.  Maynard  D.  Vanhorn 

G  William  W.  Vines 

E  Adolph  J.  Vogt 

RM  Robert  C.  Walsh 

RM  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Walsh 

AM  Mrs.  W.  C.  Wilder 

A  Betty  Wilkerson 


AM  Phillip  A.  Williams 

G  Mrs.  Elmer  Winfree 

REGION  8 

AM  Mrs.  Peter  Baukus 

AM  Melvin  Bausch 

AM  Mrs.  Melvin  Bausch 

RM  A.  G.  Blodgett 

RM  Mrs.  A.  G.  Blodgett 

G  Janice  M.  Broich 

G  Howard  Brookins 

G  Carolee  Clay 

G  Joan  Cooper 

G  Mrs.  R.  W.  Dalgaard 

G  Dr.  Reuben  David 

G  W.  E.  Doehne 

G  M.  Lynn  Fell 

AM  Frank  J.  Foster 

G  Mrs.  Duwayne  Giefer 

A  Ben  H.  Gowen 

G  Mrs.  David  Hempel 

A  Russell  A.  Hintz 

RM  Frederick  C.  Jahnke 

A  Tracy  W.  Jennings 

A  Cindy  Johnson 

AM  Mrs.  Evelyn  D.  Johnson 

AM  Royal  O.  Johnson 

A  Scott  Johnson 

G  Edwin  W.  Kelsey 

AM  Dr.  Donald  Koza 

RM  Alice  Foss  Kronebusch 

AM  W.  A.  Machulak 

AM  Mrs.  W.  A.  Machulak 

AM  Lavone  R.  Ney 

AM  Clarence  H.  Protzmann 

A  Glenn  Radtke 

A  Victoria  Sibel 

E  Wilbert  G.  Sindt 

AM  Mrs.  Wilbert  G.  Sindt 

RM  Mildred  Stover 

A  Daniel  Thruman 

A  Jean  M.  Vaughn 

AM  Julius  Wadekamper 

G  Jack  Worel 

REGION  9 

AM  Donovan  Albers 

G  Margaret  G.  Bensen 

RM  Marilyn  Redenbo  Beyes 

G  Francis  Brenner 

E  Harley  E.  Briscoe 

G  Brian  J.  Clough 

G  Orville  Dickhaut 

G  Mrs.  Orville  Dickhaut 

RM  Mary  E.  Drake 

AM  Marge  Hagberg 

AM  Karl  F.  Jensen 

AM  Mrs.  Karl  F.  Jensen 

A  Beverly  Johnson 

A  Roy  B.  Johnson 

G  Dolores  M.  Kassly 

AM  Rita  Kinsella 

G  Susan  Kinsella 
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G 

John  R.  Knaus 

AM 

Mrs.  David  E.  Burton 

G 

Julia  Kupstis 

AM* 

Mrs.  Willard  Done 

G 

Mrs.  Roland  J.  Meyer 

AM 

Charlotte  T.  Easter 

A 

Nancy  Pilipuf 

E 

Mrs.  James  R.  Hamblen 

G 

George  S.  Poole 

A 

Delbert  Johnson 

AM 

Marvin  A.  Shoup 

AM 

Mildred  Osguthorpe 

AM* 

C.  J.  Simon 

G 

Suzanne  Parry 

G 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Simon 

G 

Cathy  Reed 

G 

Cathy  Simon 

G 

Robert  W.  Reeder 

G 

Nancy  Simon 

G 

Paul  J.  Smith 

G 

Leslie  Jean  Smith 

AM 

Herbert  J.  Spence 

G 

Sylvia  W.  Smith 

AM 

Mrs.  Merlin  Tams 

RM 

Florence  E.  Stout 

G 

Deray  Taylor 

AM 

John  M.  Thompson 

G 

Candy  Rene  Thomas 

AM 

D.  Steve  Varner 

G 

Dr.  Alan  F.  Toronto 

G 

Jerry  Wilhoit 

AM 

Keith  H.  Wagstaff 

G 

Melody  Wilhoit 

G 

Jeffrey  L.  Walters 

REGION  10 

REGION  13 

AM 

Aline  Arceneaux 

G 

Ellen  Abrego 

E 

C.  W.  Arny,  Jr. 

G 

Thomas  Abrego 

AM 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Arny,  Jr. 

AM 

Patricia  Adams 

A 

Elaine  Bourque 

G 

Barbara  Aitken 

E 

Mrs.  Walter  Colquitt 

G 

Terry  Aitken 

G 

Mrs.  James  J.  Deegan 

RM 

Foster  M.  Allen 

A 

Sandy  Duhon 

G 

Sigrid  Asmus 

G* 

Albert  W.  Ernst 

G 

Irene  Blanch 

G 

Charles  J.  Fritchie 

AM 

Donald  J.  Boen 

AM 

Marvin  A.  Granger 

A 

Carole  Breedlove 

A 

Dorman  Hayman 

G 

Dr.  Alan  D.  Brooks 

A 

Timothy  P.  Elebert 

A 

Florence  C.  Brown 

A 

Mrs.  Timothy  P.  Hebert 

E 

Mrs.  Tom  Brown 

AM 

Mrs.  Erwin  Jordan 

A 

Robert  Bruland 

AM 

Dr.  Bernard  H.  McSparrin 

A 

Mrs.  Robert  Bruland 

E 

Joseph  K.  Mertzweiller 

G 

Paula  Budinger 

AM 

Ira  S.  Nelson 

AM 

Eunice  Jean  Cass 

G 

Ed  Ostheimer 

RM 

Merle  Daling 

AM 

Mrs.  Ed  Ostheimer 

AM 

B.  Roy  Davidson 

G 

Mrs.  Hubert  Rena 

G 

Joanne  Mentz  Derr 

G 

Alan  Fort 

REGION  11 

G 

K.  Fort 

AM 

Eileen  Allison 

G* 

Lyle  Fort 

G 

Ken  Baier 

G 

Mrs.  Lyle  Fort 

G 

Rose  Mary  Baier 

G 

Debra  Gillespie 

G 

Donna  Bowers 

G 

Eldon  J.  Hale 

G 

Jerry  C.  Bowers 

G 

Mrs.  Eldon  J.  Hale 

RM 

Donald  Chadd 

AM 

Paul  Harms 

G 

Ronald  A.  Dunn 

A 

Chad  Harris 

G 

R.  W.  Gray 

G 

Fran  Hawk 

G 

Mrs.  R.  W.  Gray 

G 

Ruth  E.  Jackson 

AM 

Robert  L.  Jensen 

E 

Bennett  C.  Jones 

AM 

Mrs.  Alfred  Kramer 

AM 

Evelyn  V.  Jones 

G 

Bonnie  Smith 

G 

Mrs.  Joe  Del  Judge 

AM 

Mrs.  Lowell  A.  Storm 

RM 

Dr.  Frederick  R.  Judy 

G 

Alverta  Symes 

G 

Charlotte  Keasey 

G 

Elinor  Utech 

AM 

George  F.  Lankow 

RM 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Walters 

RM 

Evelyn  R.  Lemire 

REGION  12 

G 

Mrs.  Ted  Lind 

AM 

AM 

Hyram  L.  Ames 

D.  C.  Anderson 

G 

A 

John  W.  Ludi 

Clyde  Mead 

RM 

G 

Mrs.  Townley  Brian 

Randy  D.  Brown 

A 

AM 

AM 

Johnnie  Mead 

Duane  E.  Meek 

Joyce  Meek 
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RM  Austin  Morgan 

G  Mrs.  William  E.  Moritz 

AM  Roger  R.  Nelson 

G  Frank  H.  Nickell 

AM  Warren  E.  Noyes 

G  Mrs.  Lawrence  Olsen 

RM  Mrs.  Herbert  M.  Parker 

AM  Donald  L.  Peterson 
RM  Fern  Pilley 

AM  Lorena  M.  Reed 

AM  Gerald  L.  Richardson 
AM  Jayne  Ritchie 

G  David  Schreiner 

G  Ray  Schreiner 

E  Robert  Schreiner 

AM  Doris  E.  Shinn 

E  George  A.  Shoop 

G  Mrs.  George  A.  Shoop 

AM  David  Silverberg 

AM  Mrs.  S.  M.  Sisley 

RM  Robert  F.  Smiley 

G  Marcia  D.  Smith 

AM  Mrs.  William  F.  Snell 

E  Mrs.  Glenn  Suiter 

RM  Chet  W.  Tompkins 

RM  Mrs.  Lewis  Trout 

E  Jean  Witt 

REGION  14 

AM  Mrs.  William  Anning 

AM  Carl  W.  Boswell 

AM  Mrs.  Carl  H.  Boswell 

AM  Robert  Brown 

G  Stanley  Cherniss 

G  Stanley  Coats 

G  Mrs.  Jack  H.  Cochran 

AM  Mrs.  Mark  Condo 

AM  Glenn  F.  Corlew 

RM  Mrs.  John  Coscarelly 

G  Larry  R.  Cowdery 

G  Walter  Dean 

E  Sidney  P.  Dubose 

AM  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Dunn 

G  Mrs.  Gustav  R.  Erickson 

G  John  Garner 

G  Besse  Garner 

AM  Joseph  A.  Gatty 

AM  Joseph  J.  Ghio 

RM  Jim  M.  Gibson 

E  Ben  A.  Hager 

RM  Robert  E.  Haley 

G  Gigi  Hall 

AM  Marilyn  Harlow 

AM  Mrs.  Eugene  Harris 

G  Merry  L.  Haveman 

AM  Evelyn  Hayes 

AM  Marilyn  Holloway 

G  Michael  O.  Howard 

G  Berkeley  Hunt 

G  Barry  Ivens 

G  Daniel  Johnson 

RM  George  W.  Johnson 

G  J.  Nelson  Jones 


E  Keith  Keppel 

G  Frederick  J.  Kerr 

AM  Virginia  Keyser 

G  Richard  Lauer 

G  Kitty  Loberg 

A  John  D.  Marchant 

G  William  R.  Maryott 

G  Ed  Matheny  III 

AM  Hal  Mattos 

AM  Mrs.  Paul  Maxim 

AM  James  P.  McWhirter 

G  Le  Roy  Meininger 

AM  Mrs.  William  Messick 
G  Jean  Near 

AM  Mrs.  R.  Nelson  Nicholson 
RM  Roy  L.  Oliphant 

AM  Capt.  M.  C.  Osborne 
G  Cloudia  Owen 

G  William  T.  Owen 

G  Fred  C.  Parvin 

G  Robert  Primer 

G  Evodia  Primer 

AM  Lucile  Ray 

G  Colin  Rigby 

G  Alan  D.  Robbins 

RM  Mrs.  Arthur  L.  Romer 

E  W.  F.  Scott,  Jr. 

G  Mrs.  James  Shelton 

G  George  Sutton 

G  Margaret  Sutton 

G  Richard  A.  Tasco 

AM  Mrs.  Sven  I.  Thoolen 

G  Mrs.  Arnold  S.  Todd 

G  Carole  Vossen 

AM  Mrs.  W.  G.  Waters 

AM  Dr.  John  Weiler 

AM  Edith  P.  Wheeler 

G  Barbara  Whitely 

G  James  Whitely 

AM*  Bryce  Williamson 

AM  Vernon  Wood 

REGION  15 

E  Dr.  Ray  C.  Allen 

AM  Polly  Anderson 

G  William  E.  Barr 

AM  Mrs.  William  E.  Barr 

G  Irene  Benton 

G  Mrs.  C.  S.  Bostwick 

G  Bob  Brooks 

G  Mary  Bruner 

RM  Mrs.  Walter  Bunker 

RM  Mrs.  N.  R.  Carrington 
A  Hazel  E.  Carson 

G  Richard  W.  Cherry 

G  Mrs.  Richard  W.  Cherry 
AM  Janice  Chesnik 

G  J.  C.  Conklin 

AM  Ralph  Conrad 

G  Mrs.  Ralph  Conrad 

G  Olen  Joe  Daugherty 

G  Vicki  Day 
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AM  Mrs.  Donald  Dopke 

AM  Mrs.  Leroy  Duval 

AM  Duncan  Eader 

G  Charlene  Errigo 

RM  Doris  Foster 

AM  Mrs.  Harry  B.  Frey 

RM  Ruth  Goodrick 

RM  W.  J.  Gunther 
RM  Mrs.  Bernard  Hamner 
G  Dr.  Herbert  C.  Hoik 

G  Mrs.  Herbert  C.  Hoik 

RM  Charles  R.  Hopson 

G  Debbie  Humphreys 

RM  Genevieve  H.  Jasper 
G  James  H.  Jones 

G  Ardi  Kary 

G  Dr.  Ray  Kary 

AM  Eleanor  McCown 

G  Peggy  McCroskey 

G  Vern  McCroskey 

G  Lynn  Mcllwain 

G  Gary  Miller 

G  Mrs.  David  Mogil 

G  Kenneth  Mohr 

G  Dr.  Edward  Murray 

RM  Mrs.  Paul  Newman 

E  Mrs.  Edward  Owen 

G  Jeanne  C.  Plank 

G  James  Puckett 

G  Bill  Rinehart 

AM  Beulah  Robinson 

G  D.  L.  Shepard 

G*  Mrs.  D.  L.  Shepard 

G  Raymond  H.  Solomon 

G  Mrs.  Raymond  H.  Solomon 

G  Caroline  Sutherland 

G  Ralph  Strane 

AM  Mrs.  J.  E.  Tearington 

A  Jane  Troutman 

RM  Mrs.  J.  W.  Turner 

E  Marion  R.  Walker 

G  Jack  Weber 

G  John  Wight 

REGION  16 

A  Catherine  Boyko 

G  Harold  R.  Crawford 

G  Mrs.  David  M.  Fenner 

AM  Donald  V.  Fritshaw 

AM  Verna  Laurin 

G  Daniel  P.  McMillen 

G  John  McMillen 

G*  Gloria  McMillen 

G  James  McMillen 

REGION  17 

G  Bonnie  Brewer 

RM  Mrs.  Lester  E.  Brooks 

A  Dana  Brown 

AM  Mrs.  Lawrence  Burt 

E  Marie  Caillet 

AM  Valera  V.  Chenoweth 

RM  Dr.  Jesse  W.  Collier 


G  Billie  G.  Corbell 

RM  Mrs.  Frank  Courtney 

AM  Jim  D.  Coward 

G  Arthur  B.  Cronin 

AM  Luella  Danielson 

RM  Susie  Davis 

RM  Mrs.  Martin  Dean 

G  Wanda  Gaines  Dow 

A  Judith  Earp 

G  Mrs.  Curtis  B.  Evans 

AM  Mrs.  Doyle  Gray 

G  Gordon  Green 

G  Hazel  Haik 

AM  Mrs.  Finley  Herrington 

G  Mrs.  Therell  J.  Hodges 

AM  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Howard 
A  Frances  Hurtz 

G  Dr.  W.  Clyde  Ikins 

G*  Jim  Keefe 

G  Sue  Keefe 

AM  Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Keesee 
RM  Mrs.  Harley  L.  King 

G  Peggy  Lamb 

RM  W.  D.  Lee 

RM  Mrs.  W.  M.  McGrath 

E  Mrs.  J.  Arthur  Nelson 

G  Mrs.  Roy  Nichols 

RM  Mrs.  M.  W.  Norton,  Jr. 

E  Mrs.  Stayton  Nunn 

G  Joella  R.  Olsen 

RM  William  K.  Patton 

RM  Mrs.  W.  W.  Popejoy 

G  Mrs.  W.  B.  Powell 

RM  Sam  Reece 

RM  Dorothy  M.  Riddler 

E  Mrs.  C.  C.  Rockwell 

G  Patsy  L.  Rosen 

AM  Capt.  Otis  R.  Skinner,  Jr. 
AM  Mrs.  Otis  R.  Skinner,  Jr. 

A  Dorothy  Coker  Smith 

G  Keith  Smith 

AM  Frank  L.  Stephens 

G  Debra  Strauss 

A  Ellen  Sullivan 

RM  Mrs.  A.  M.  Tallmon 

RM  Mrs.  John  Wade 

G  Mary  Wilber 

AM  Mrs.  N.  W.  Williams 

E  Leon  C.  Wolford 

AM  Mrs.  Leon  C.  Wolford 

REGION  18 

A  Donna  Aldridge 

G  Mrs.  L.  E.  Anderson 

A  Alvin  Apsher 

A  Patricia  Ardissone 

AM  Mrs.  August  Bellagamba 

RM  Mrs.  George  A.  Bender 

RM  Clifford  W.  Benson 

G  Patricia  Bitzer 

G  Vincent  Bitzer 

AM  Chester  Blaylock 

G  Mrs.  Chester  Blaylock 
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G  Roy  Bohrer 

G  Mrs.  Roy  Bohrer 

AM  Mrs.  Leo  Boulanger 
G  Harry  J.  Boyd 

G  Mrs.  Harry  J.  Boyd 

RM  W.  F.  Brown 

G  Faye  Carpenter 

RM  James  Lee  Chism 

G  Donald  Delmez 

AM  Dolores  Denney 

G  Marie  C.  Dienstbach 

G  Ralph  H.  Dierkes 

G  Mrs.  Ralph  H.  Dierkes 
G  Mrs.  Edgar  Dies 

G  Mrs.  Julius  Dutton 

AM  Floyd  Dyer 

G  Claude  Evans 

G  Frances  Evans 

G  Keith  Fillmore 

RM  C.  L.  Fondoble 

RM  Mrs.  C.  L.  Fondoble 

AM  James  Fry 

AM  Norman  Gossiing 

G  Thomas  Grim 

G  Mike  Hargrove 

G  Jim  Hedgecock 

AM  Calvin  H.  Helsley 

RM  Annabel  Hennrich 

G  Vince  Italian 

AM  Rev.  Robert  R.  Jeffries 

G  Alice  Johnson 

G  Dale  Johnson 

G  Audrey  Judy 

G  Dan  C.  Judy 

G  Joan  Kellar 

AM  Mrs.  Edwin  W.  Knight 

G  Betty  Langston 

AM  Anita  0.  Long 

G  Mrs.  Robert  Mark 

A  Mrs.  R.  L.  McFall 

RM  M.  J.  McHugh 

G  Mrs.  M.  J.  McHugh 

AM  Mrs.  Russell  Morgan 

AM  James  W.  Morris 

G  Mrs.  James  W.  Morris 

A  James  Murrain 

AM  O.  D.  Niswonger 

G  Katherine  Perry 

G  Robert  Pries 

G*  Riley  Probst 

G  Mrs.  Riley  Probst 

E  Mrs.  Richard  V,  Ramsey 

AM  James  Rasmussen 
AM  Helen  E.  Reynolds 
AM  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Robinson 

AM  Elvan  E.  Roderick 

G  Mrs.  Elvan  E.  Roderick 

RM  Mrs.  Harlan  Rogers 

G  Anita  Schmidt 

G  Dale  E.  Smith 

G  Mrs.  Dale  E.  Smith 

G  Stephen  P.  Smith 


G  Susan  H.  Smith 

G  Von  Smith 

G  Mrs.  Von  Smith 

G  Mrs.  Herman  Stedman 

G  Stephen  Stevens 

G  Mrs.  Stephen  Stevens 

G  Eric  Tankesley-Clarke 

G  Robert  Tankesley-Clarke 

RM  Elmer  H.  Tiemann 

G  Annette  J.  Vincent 

A  Dr.  James  Waddick 

G  C.  L.  Walz 

RM  George  W.  Warner 

G  Mrs.  Ben  F.  Winter 

G  Annabelle  Wiseman 

G  Mary  Wyss 

REGION  19 

AM  Elizabeth  Aulicky 

AM  Raymond  J.  Blicharz 

AM  Franklin  Carr 

G  Chun  Fan 

A  James  P.  Holmes 

AM  Melvin  Leavitt 

RM  Mrs.  Melvin  Leavitt 

AM  Dr.  Norman  H.  Noe 

G  Mrs.  Norman  Noe 

AM  C.  B.  Reeves,  Jr. 

G  Mrs.  C.  B.  Reeves,  Jr. 

G  Ellen  Robertson 

G  George  Sproul,  Jr. 

G*  Nancy  Szmuriga 

E  Elizabeth  A.  Wood 

REGION  20 

G  Duane  W.  Daily 

G  Kayellen  R.  Daily 

G  Mrs.  Richard  E.  Doty 

E  Dr.  Jack  R.  Durrance 

A  R.  M.  Eacker 

A  Mrs.  R.  M.  Eacker 

G  Chris  Fish 

G  Catherine  Long  Gates 

G  Dennis  B.  Gates 

AM  Joseph  H.  Hoage 

G  Jayme  S.  Irvin 

G  Mrs.  Morris  James 

G  Jenifer  Jensen 

A  Annje  C.  Jensen 

AM  Dr.  Carl  Jorgensen 

G  Jerilyn  Knudtson 

A  Jessica  L.  Knudtson 

G  John  Knudtson 

G  Roy  G.  Krug 

AM  Harry  B.  Kuesel 

G  Tim  L.  Kuesel 

AM  Everett  Long 

AM  Ray  D.  Lyons 

AM  Thomas  L.  Magee 

A  Robert  Ray  Martinez 

G  Suzanne  McCarthy 

G  Michael  W.  McCarthy 

G*  David  Miller 
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G  Michaei  Moller 

G  Nina  Moller 

G  Patricia  Morgan 

RM  Mrs.  Tolbert  E.  Murphy 

G  Viola  Oliphant 

AM  Mrs.  Dwane  Quinn 

G  Jess  V.  Quintana 

G  David  E.  Shannon 

AM  Robert  0.  Sorensen 

RM  E.  E.  Varnum 

G  Mildred  Wasmundt 

G  Verona  Wiekhorst 

G  Warren  Wiekhorst 

REGION  21 

AM  Mickey  Anson 

G  Ardeth  J.  Bailey 

A  Garland  Bare 

A  Sally  Bergei 

G  Mrs.  George  Boardman 

G  Marion  Burleigh 

A  Marie  Cain 

AM  Charles  T.  Claussen 

G  Mrs.  Charles  T.  Claussen 

AM  James  L.  Ennenga 

E  Allan  G.  Ensminger 

G  Mary  Ferguson 

G  Vincent  Fox 

G  Mrs.  Vincent  Fox 

RM  Mrs.  Arnold  Freudenburg 

A  Richard  H.  Freund 

AM  Anne  M.  Gaddie 

AM  Gene  Gaddie 

RM  Mrs.  John  A.  Graff 

RM  Hazel  Grapes 

RM  Dr.  Marvin  j.  Hall 

AM  Larry  Harder 

RM  Mrs.  A.  J.  Harvey 

G  Charles  C.  Hemmer 

G  Mrs.  Charles  Hemmer 

G  Michael  C.  Hemmer 

G  Patrick  R.  Hemmer 

AM  Lester  Hildenbrandt 

RM  Mrs.  Leon  N.  Hockett 

G  Jay  Hummel 

G  Jim  Hummel 

G  Vera  Hummel 

G  Marjorie  Jansen 

G  Mrs.  Robert  Jensen 

G  Dorothy  M.  Johnson 

G  Elva  Kailey 

G  Eugene  J.  Kaikwarf 

G  Richard  Kohout 

G  Carolyn  D.  Lingenfelter 

AM  Barbara  Mapes 

G  Harold  Marshall 

G  Mrs.  Harold  Marshal! 

AM  Evangeline  Martindale 

AM  Roger  Mazur 

G  Kay  Nelson 

AM  Mrs.  N.  S.  Pederson 

G  Donald  R.  Peterson 


G  Mrs.  Donald  R.  Peterson 

E  Richard  T.  Pettijohn 

G  Calvin  H.  Reuter 

G  Rev.  Orval  Roach 

RM  Mrs.  C.  V.  Robertson 

G  V.  0.  Sellers 

AM  Kempton  Settle 
AM  Mrs.  Kempton  Settle 

AM  Fred  E.  Spahn 

G  Tim  Stanek 

G  Barrett  Stoll 

G  Mynn  Stoll 

G*  Opal  Wulf 

REGION  22 

RM  Wiley  Abshire 

RM  M.  B.  Bartley 

AM  Mrs.  Michael  Birkholtz 

G  Paul  W.  Black 

A  Doris  Boyles 

G  Lavera  Burkett 

RM  Richard  C.  Butler 

G  Dorothy  S.  Cantwell 

A  Ray  Cantwell 

A  Louise  Carson 

AM  C.  A.  Cromwell 

A  Tom  Dillard 

AM  Mrs.  C.  Wayne  Drumm 

AM  Perry  Dyer 

RM  Mrs.  Dan  Edelman 

AM  Mrs.  Howard  Estes 

RM  Mrs.  R.  L.  Gilbert 

AM  Mrs.  James  Gildea 

G*  Paul  W.  Gossett 

RM  Una  Hamilton 

A  Debbie  Hassel 

A  Tim  Hassel 

AM  James  Hawley 

AM  Mrs.  Alva  J.  Nickerson 

E  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Howard 

G  Mrs.  J.  H.  Jamieson 

G  Helen  Jones 

AM  Dr.  W.  E.  Jones 

AM  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Kenney 

G  Bea  Leach 

G  Betty  Lou  McMartin 

AM  Leonard  J.  Michel 

AM  Richard  E.  Morgan 

E  Ronald  Mullin 

AM  Hooker  Nichols 

AM  Cleo  Palmer 

E  Perry  L.  Parrish 

RM  Mrs.  Harold  G.  Plato 

RM  Mrs.  William  M.  Rhodes 

G  Bruce  Richards 

RM  Arthur  E.  Rowe 

AM  Henry  C.  Rowlan 

A  James  W.  Russell 

AM  Joe  Saia. 

G  Dale  D.  Satterwhite 

AM  Marthella  Shoernake 

G  Ruth  Simmons 
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AM  Richard  J.  Sloan 
G  Aline  Smith 

G  Fred  Smith 

G  Robertson  V.  Smith 

AM  Susie  Smith 
RM  Mrs.  Cyrus  Stanley 
AM  L.  D.  Stayer 

AM  Mrs.  L.  D.  Stayer 
G  Philip  Stonecipher 

G  Mrs.  Philip  Stonecipher 

G  Inez  Tunon 

G  Dana  Wade 

G  Mrs.  John  Williams 
AM  Alton  C.  Zimmerman 
AM  Mrs.  Alton  C.  Zimmerman 

REGION  23 

A  Janet  Bench 
A  Karen  Bergamo 
RM  Mrs.  Richard  Bohannon 

G  W.  A.  Brown 

AM  Mrs.  Milton  J.  Clauser 

G  Bill  R.  Coursey 
RM  Mrs.  George  L.  Doolittle 
G  Maj.  Philip  S.  Doonan 

G  Mrs.  Philip  S.  Doonan 

AM  Mrs.  Irby  A.  Downey 
AM  Mrs.  Roger  Figge 
G  Wilma  Freidline 
G*  Doug  Goodnight 
RM  Mrs.  Earl  Gould 

G  David  Ray  Flooten 
G  Donna  Hooten 
AM  Margaret  R.  Johnson 
G  Mrs.  Douglas  Latimer 

AM  Mrs.  Bernard  Lowenstein 

G  Mrs.  James  A.  Mahoney 
A  Alma  Maxwell 
RM  J.  E.  McClintock 
RM  Mrs.  J.  E.  McClintock 
G  Cindy  FI.  Myers 
G  George  A.  Nickel 
G  Mrs.  Therman  C.  Perkins 
AM  Mrs.  L.  E.  Roberts 
G  Audrey  C.  Roe 
AM  Ploward  Shockey 
G  Mrs.  Ftoward  Shockey 
AM  Robert  D.  Steele 
AM  Mrs.  Robert  D.  Steele 
G  Floyd  Stopani 

G  Flelen  Stopani 

AM  Mrs.  Walter  C.  White 
AM  Janice  M.  Wilson 
AM  Mrs.  James  R.  Yocum 

REGION  24 

G  John  J.  Adkins,  Jr. 

AM  Mrs.  B.  W.  Branumn 
G  Betty  Burch 

G  Carol  Burch 

G  James  G.  Burch 
RM  B.  Howard  Camp 
RM  Mrs.  B.  Howard  Camp 


A  Billy  H.  Campbell 

G  Margaret  Connally 

G  Mrs.  Thomas  F.  Craig 

G  Evelyn  Davenport 

G  Marjorie  W.  Deaton 

A  Jane  C.  Desmond 

AM  Dr.  L.  E.  Fraser 

RM  Mrs.  Floyd  Garner 

G  Kristen  Gilliam 

AM*  T.  A.  Gilliam 

G  Clara  Henderson 

RM  Mrs.  H.  C.  Hendricks 

G  Dennis  Holmes 

AM  Mrs.  Everett  H.  Hughes 

AM  Mrs.  Hugh  Johnston 

AM  Mrs.  A.  I.  Kuykendall 

AM  J.  W.  Kuykendall,  Jr. 

AM  Mrs.  J.  W.  Kuykendall,  Jr. 

AM  Joe  M.  Langdon 

AM  Mrs.  Joe  M.  Langdon 

G  Mrs.  Jack  H.  Lucas 

AM  Nan  Elizabeth  Miles 

G  Dr.  William  L.  Mitchell 

G  Mrs.  William  L.  Mitchell 

AM  Walter  Moores 

G  Edith  Mitchell  Nevels 

G  Mrs.  William  0.  Oats 

AM  Donald  R.  Saxton 

AM  Mrs.  Donald  R.  Saxton 

AM  Sarah  Scruggs 

RM  Herbert  L.  Sherrod 

AM  Mrs.  R.  P.  Vanvalkenburgh 

OVERSEAS 

AUSTRALIA 

M  John  0.  Baldwin 

M  Mrs.  N.  E.  H.  Caldwell 

M  Leslie  J.  Donnell 

G  Graeme  Grosvenor 

M  Dr.  Gordon  B.  Loveridge 

G  Robert  Rabbe 

BELGIUM 

G  Koen  Engelen 

ENGLAND 

E  H.  R.  Jeffs 

G  G.  H.  Preston 

M  N.  K.  Scopes 

FRANCE 

G  Jean  Cayeux 

G  Dr.  Jean  Segui 

ITALY 

M  Prof.  Gian  Luigi  Sani 

JAPAN 

M  Akira  Horinaka 

WEST  GERMANY 

E  Helen  Vonstein-Zeppelin 

G  Rainer  Zeh 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

Lucy  Fry 


Lucy  Fry,  a  longtime  enthusiast  of  the  dwarf  and  median  iris,  the  AIS 
Membership  Contest  Chairman,  and  Secretary  of  Region  18,  died  August  13, 
1991,  in  Wichita,  Kansas. 

Lucy  became  very  interested  in  the  smaller  bearded  irises  shortly  after 
joining  the  American  Iris  Society.  She  convinced  her  husband,  Jim,  to  de¬ 
velop  a  rock  garden  behind  the  house  so  she  could  grow  “a  few  little  ones” 
among  the  rocks.  That  little  rock  garden  with  a  few  dwarf  irises  has  grown  to 
be  over  a  hundred  feet  long  and  the  site  of  a  very  extensive  collection  of  dwarf 
irises,  including  many  seedlings  and  species.  With  Mildred  Brizendine  as 
mentor,  the  Frys  became  hybridizers,  working  primarily  with  MDBs.  She  has 
registered  and  introduced  29  irises,  mostly  dwarfs.  She  served  in  many 
positions  in  the  Wichita  Area  Iris  Club  and  helped  organize  the  Augusta  Iris 
Society.  She  has  served  on  the  Board  of  the  Median  Iris  Society.  She  was  an 
Active  Master  Judge  and  provided  judges  training  on  many  occasions  as  well 
as  giving  programs  in  her  region  and  adjacent  regions.  In  addition,  Lucy  was 
an  active  participant  in  local  organizations  of  daylilies  and  African  violets.  She 
has  been  an  active  organic  gardener  for  many  years. 

Professionally,  Lucy  was  a  Registered  Nurse  specializing  in  Oncology 
where  her  empathy  with  people  and  her  cheerful  and  caring  attitude  meant 
so  much  to  patients  and  families  in  trying  times. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  two  sons,  two  daughters,  and  four  grand¬ 
children. 


IN  MEMORIAM 


Mary  Becker  (Missouri) 

Lily  Gartman  (California) 

Lucille  Hammond  (Arkansas) 
Nita  A.  Humphrey  (Oklahoma) 
Helyne  John  (Texas) 

Ray  John  (Texas) 

Louise  Kuykendall  (New  Mexico) 
Russell  Morgan  (Kansas) 


Mary  Ruby  Murphy  (Alabama) 
Roy  Nichols  (Texas) 

William  H.  Phillips  (Maryland) 
Julius  Riedel  (Arizona) 

Z.  Robert  Turadian  (Maryland) 
Mrs.  Bob  Urban  (Texas) 

Dr.  W.  S.  Walls  (Virginia) 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE 
AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  FOUNDATION 

APRIL  1, 1991  TO  SEPTEMBER  30, 1991 
CONTRIBUTIONS  IN  MEMORY 


OF: 

Helen  Arnold  (MO) 

Marie  and  Dave  Niswonger 
(MO) 

Ronald  J.  Burnham  (ME) 

Maine  iris  Society  (ME) 

Oren  Campbell  (AR) 

Dick  Pettijohn  (NE) 

M.  E.  Rockwell  (TX) 

Leda  (Mrs.  Meredith) 
Christlieb  (KS) 

O’Fallon  Iris  Society  (MO) 
Rose  Pohousky  (MO) 
Region  18,  AIS 
Show  Me  Iris  Society  (MO) 

Caroline  DeForest  (OR) 

Irene  Nelson  (TX) 

Kay  Nelson  (NE) 

Dick  Pettijohn  (NE) 

Muriel  Easley  (AL) 

Huntsville  Chapter,  AIS  (AL) 

Dr.  Cecil  M.  Eiffert  (NM) 

Region  23,  AIS 
Lucy  Fry  (KS) 

George  Lankow  (WA) 

Kay  Nelson  (NE) 

Show  Me  Iris  Society  (MO) 
Wilbert  G.  and  Charlotte  E. 
Sindt  (MN) 

Ken  and  Agnes  Waite  (MA) 
George  and  Olive  Rice 
Waters  (CA) 

Lilly  Gartman  (CA) 

Joseph  J.  Ghio  (CA) 

Marilyn  Harlow  (CA) 

Marilyn  Holloway  (CA) 

Bill  Maryott  (CA) 

Kay  Nelson  (NE) 

Dick  Pettijohn  (NE) 


Frances  Gauiter  (CA) 

Dolores  Denney  (KS) 

Larry  A.  Gauiter  (CA) 

Jean  and  Bob  Brown  (CA) 
Abe  Feuerstein  (CA) 

Joseph  J,  Ghio  (CA) 

Marilyn  Holloway  (CA) 

Bill  Maryott  (CA) 

Jim  McWhirter  (CA) 

Virginia  Messick  (CA) 

Mt.  Diablo  Iris  Society  (CA) 
Irene  Nelson  (TX) 

Kay  Nelson  (NE) 

Dick  Pettijohn  (NE) 

M.  E.  Rockwell  (TX) 

Show  Me  Iris  Society  (MO) 
Sydney  B.  Mitchell  Iris 
Society  (CA) 

George  and  Olive  Rice 
Waters  (CA) 

Leon  and  Edith  Wolford  (TX) 
Vernon  Wood  (CA) 

Larry  and  Frances  Gauiter 
(CA) 

Sidney  P  DuBose  (CA) 

Ben  R.  Hager  (CA) 

Howard  Goodrick  (CA) 

Region  8,  AIS 
Wisconsin  Iris  Society  (Wl) 

Margaret  A.  Hostler  Graham 
(TX) 

Dorothy  and  Jack  Bennett 
(KS) 

Jim  Hamblen  (UT) 

Dolores  Denney  (KS) 
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C.  Allen  Harper  (KS) 

Greater  Kansas  City  iris 
Society  (KS-MO) 

Morgan  Presbyterian  Church 
(KS) 

Show  Me  Iris  Society  (MO) 
Joan  and  John  Stretcher  (KS) 

Marguerite  Hawkinson  (CA) 

Dolores  Denney  (KS) 

Vera  “Bill”  Hensel  (OK) 

M.  E.  Rockwell  (TX) 

Paul  Horton  (TX) 

Iris  Society  of  Dallas  (TX) 
Dorothy  Kalkwarf  (NE) 

M.  E.  Rockwell  (TX) 

Louise  Kuykendall  (NM) 

Region  23,  AIS 

Carol  Lankow  (WA) 

Fran  Hawk  (WA) 

Jim  McWhirter  (CA) 

Dr.  William  Lewis  (MO) 

O’Fallon  Iris  Society  (MO) 
Marty  Luihn  (CA) 

Jean  and  Bob  Brown  (CA) 
Sidney  P  DuBose  (CA) 

Abe  Feuerstein  (CA) 

Ben  R.  Hager  (CA) 

Marilyn  J.  Holloway  (CA) 

Jim  McWhirter  (CA) 

Virginia  Messick  (CA) 

Mt.  Diablo  Iris  Society  (CA) 
Dick  Pettijohn  (NE) 

Sydney  B.  Mitchell  Iris 
Society  (CA) 

George  and  Olive  Rice 
Waters  (CA) 

Walt  Luihn  (CA) 

Marilyn  Holloway  (CA) 

Irene  Nelson  (TX) 

Kay  Nelson  (NE) 

Dick  Pettijohn  (NE) 

Show  Me  Iris  Society  (MO) 


Sydney  B.  Mitchell  Iris 
Society  (CA) 

George  and  Olive  Rice 
Waters  (CA) 

Vernon  D.  Wood  (CA) 

Walt  and  Marty  Luihn  (CA) 
Joseph  J.  Ghio  (CA) 

Beatrice  McMahon  (TX) 

M.  E.  Rockwell  (TX) 

Russell  Morgan  (KS) 

Show  Me  Iris  Society  (MO) 
Roy  Nichols  (TX) 

M.  E.  Rockwell  (TX) 

Madison  Wells  Norton,  Jr.  (TX) 
Marie  Cailiet  (TX) 

Louise  C.  Dieterich  (TX) 
Sidney  P  DuBose  (CA) 

Ben  R.  Hager  (CA) 

B.  A.  and  Frances  Jones  (TX) 
Gladys  O’Kelly  (NM) 

M.  E.  Rockwell  (TX) 

Mrs.  Joseph  Petroviak  (Wl) 
Ron  Mullin  (OK) 

Dorothy  Raub  (IL) 

Northern  Illinois  Iris  Society 
(IL) 

Mrs.  Mary  Schnarr  (MO) 

O’Fallon  Iris  Society  (MO) 

Bion  Tolman  (UT) 

Region  12,  AIS 
Utah  Iris  Society  (UT) 

Kenneth  Wulf  (NE) 

Kay  Nelson  (NE) 

CONTRIBUTIONS  IN  HONOR 
OF: 

Bonnie  Brewer  (TX) 

Fannin  Country  Iris  Society 

(TX) 

Melba  Hamblen  (UT) 

M.  E.  Rockwell  (TX) 

Audrey  and  Walter  Machulak 

M.  E.  Rockwell  (TX) 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  AND  MEMORIAL  GIFTS 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY:  Send  to  The  American  Iris  Society,  Jeane 
Stayer,  Secretary,  7414  E.  60th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK  74145. 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  FOUNDATION:  Send  to  AIS  Foundation, 
Richard  T.  Pettijohn,  Treasurer,  122  S.  39th,  Apt.  604,  Omaha,  NE 
68131.  Donations  to  the  Foundation  and  AIS  are  tax  deductible. 

Note:  please  include  name  and  address  of  next-of-kin  pertaining  to 
memorial  gifts,  so  that  a  card  of  acknowledgment  may  be  sent. 
Checks  should  be  payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society  or  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Iris  Society  Foundation. 


AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  MEMBERSHIP  REPORT 
TYPES  OF  MEMBERSHIPS  BY  REGIONS 


September,  1991 


REGION 

SIN/ANN 

SIN/TRI 

SIN/UF 

FAM/ANN 

RAM/TRI 

FAM/LIF 

YOU/ANN 

Y0U/FAM 

AFFILI  TOTALS 

1 

131 

71 

9 

14 

23 

3 

0 

3 

4 

298 

2 

128 

42 

3 

21 

16 

1 

2 

2 

1 

254 

3 

99 

45 

2 

23 

15 

1 

0 

2 

3 

229 

4 

318 

136 

3 

52 

54 

3 

2 

6 

8 

691 

5 

149 

49 

5 

24 

25 

1 

2 

16 

8 

329 

6 

209 

132 

18 

34 

43 

7 

2 

2 

10 

541 

7 

214 

61 

7 

104 

55 

1 

7 

11 

11 

631 

8 

87 

42 

4 

9 

13 

0 

0 

1 

3 

181 

9 

90 

51 

5 

12 

12 

1 

1 

4 

6 

207 

10 

21 

14 

2 

5 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

57 

11 

34 

29 

1 

8 

5 

0 

1 

0 

1 

92 

12 

27 

15 

2 

7 

8 

0 

0 

0 

2 

76 

13 

167 

95 

8 

24 

22 

4 

3 

5 

5 

383 

14 

318 

193 

20 

45 

54 

5 

12 

14 

15 

780 

15 

218 

122 

12 

46 

29 

5 

0 

3 

8 

523 

16 

36 

52 

3 

2 

4 

1 

0 

1 

0 

106 

17 

230 

99 

20 

41 

32 

6 

0 

5 

14 

526 

18 

187 

111 

14 

73 

57 

9 

7 

6 

17 

620 

19 

53 

25 

1 

15 

14 

0 

0 

3 

1 

141 

20 

97 

58 

5 

24 

27 

2 

1 

8 

2 

277 

21 

163 

66 

8 

36 

26 

3 

2 

2 

7 

378 

22 

195 

82 

11 

46 

35 

1 

3 

11 

13 

479 

23 

74 

28 

5 

17 

19 

3 

0 

4 

7 

196 

24 

67 

25 

8 

17 

14 

5 

0 

2 

7 

181 

OS 

117 

139 

16 

3 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

286 

TOTALS 

3429 

1782 

192 

702 

610 

63 

45 

111 

153 

8462 
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U.S.  Post®!  Service 

STATEMENT  OF  OWNERSHIP.  MANAGEMENT  AND  CIRCULATION 

Required  by  39  U.S.C.  3685)  _ 


1A.  Title  of  Publication 

Bulletin  of  the  American  Iris  Society 


IB.  PUBLICATION  NO. 


2.  Date  of  Filing 

1  October  1991 


3.  Frequency  of  Issue 

Quarterly 


3A.  No.  of  Issues  Published 

Annually 


Four 


3B.  Annual  Subscription  Price 

Dues  $9.50  per  year 


4.  Complete  Mailing  Address  of  Known  Office  of  Publication  (Street,  City,  County,  State  and  ZlP+4  Code)  (Not  printers) 

7414  East  60th.  Street,  Tulsa,  Tulsa.  QK  74145-7703 


5.  Complete  Mailing  Address  of  the  Headquarters  of  General  Business  Offices  of  the  Publisher  (Not  printer) 

7414  East  60th.  Street,  Tulsa  OK  74145-7703 


6.  Full  Names  and  Complete  Mailing  Address  of  Publisher,  Editor,  and  Managing  Editor  (This  Hem  MUST  NOT  be  I 


Publisher  (Name  and  Complete  Mailing  Address) 

The  American  Iris  Society,  7414  East  60th.  Street,  Tulsa,  OK  74145-7703 


Editor  (Name  and  Complete  Mailing  Address) 

Ronald  Mullin,  Rt.  3,  Box  84,  Pawnee,  OK  74058 


Managing  Editor  (Name  and  Complete  Mailing  Address) 


None 


7.  Owner  (If  owned  by  a  corporation,  its  name  and  address  must  be  stated  and  also  immediately  thereunder  the  names  and  addresses  of  stockholders  owning  or  holding 
1  percent  or  more  of  total  amount  of  stock.  If  not  owned  by  a  corporation,  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  individual  owners  must  be  given.  If  owned  by  a  partnership 
or  other  unincorporated  firm,  its  name  and  address,  as  well  as  that  of  each  individual  must  be  given.  If  the  publication  is  published  by  a  nonprofit  organization,  its 
name  and  address  must  be  stated.)  (Item  must  be  completed.) 


Full  Name 


Complete  Mailing  Address 


The  American  Iris  Society 


7414  East  60th.  Street,  Tulsa,  OK  74145-7703 


No  stoekholders--dues  paying  members  only 


8.  Known  Bondholders,  Mortgagees,  and  Other  Security  Holders  Owning  or  Holding  1  Percent  or  More  of  Total  Amount  of  Bonds,  Mortgages  or  Other 
Securities  (If  there  are  none,  so  state) 


Full  Name 


Complete  Mailing  Address 


None 


9.  For  Completion  by  Nonprofit  Organizations  Authorized  To  Mail  at  Special  Rates  (DMM  Section  423.12  only) 

The  purpose,  function,  and  nonprofit  status  of  this  organization  and  the  exempt  status  for  Federal  income  tax  purposes  (Check  one) 


(1) 

□  Has  Not  Changed  During 
Preceding  12  Months 


(2) 

□  Has  Changed  During 
Preceding  12  Months 


(If  changed,  publisher  must  submit  explanation  of 
change  with  this  statement.) 


Extent  and  Nature  of  Circulation 
{ See  instructions  on  reverse  side) 


Average  No.  Copies  Each  Issue  During 
Preceding  1  2  Months 


Actual  No.  Copies  of  Single  Issue 
Published  Nearest  to  Filing  Date 


A.  Total  No.  Copies  (Net  Press  Run) 


8,171 


8,783 


B.  Paid  and/or  Requested  Circulation 

1 .  Sales  through  dealers  and  carriers,  street  vendors  and  counter  sales 


2.  Mail  Subscription 
(Paid  and/or  requested ) 


7,030 


7,359 


C.  Total  Paid  and/or  Requested  Circulation 
( Sum  or  10B1  and  10B2 ) 


7,030 


7,359 


D.  Free  Distribution  by  Mail,  Carrier  or  Other  Means 
Samples,  Complimentary,  and  Other  Free  Copies 


49 


52 


E.  Total  Distribution  (Sum  of  C  and  D) 


7,079 


7,411 


F.  Copies  Not  Distributed 

1 .  Office  use,  left  over,  unaccounted,  spoiled  after  printing 


1,092 


1,372 


2.  Return  from  News  Agents 


G.  TOTAL  ( Sum  of  E,  FI  and  2— should  equal  net  press  run  shown  in  A) 


11. 


I  certify  that  the  statements  made  by 
me  above  are  correct  and  complete 


8,171 


8,783 


Signature  and  Title  of  Editor,  Publisher,  Business  Manager,  or  Owner 


Jeane  Stayer,  Secretary  AIS 


PS  Form  3526,  Dec.  1987 


(See  instructions  on  reverse) 
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THE  AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  CONDENSED 
FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING 
SEPTEMBER  30, 1991 

CASH  IN  BANK,  SEPTEMBER  30,  1990 
Operating  Funds  44,836 

Restricted  Funds  130,491  175,327 


INCOME  10-1-90  thru  9-30-91 
EXPENSE  10-1-90  thru  9-30-91 


149,427 

-151,080  173,674 


CASH  IN  BANK,  SEPTEMBER  30,  1991 
Operating  Funds  23,371 

Restricted  Funds  150,303 


173,674 


INCOME 


Membership  Dues 
Bulletin 
Advertising 
Black  Issues 
Other 

Registrations 

Sales 

AIS  Publications 
Other  Books  &  Mdse. 
Committees 
Sections  Dues 
Gifts 

Earned  Interest 
Other 


68,071 

15,622 

388 

-7  16,003 

3,157 

14,839 

10,390  25,229 

6,735 
5,064 
10,084 
12,820 

2,264  149,427 


EXPENSE 


Bulletin 

67,590 

Secretary 

1,932 

Membership  Secretary 

1 1 ,004 

Recording  Secretary 

384 

Registrar 

Sales  Director 

8,273 

AIS  Publications 

7,373 

Other  Books  &  Mdse. 

7,208 

General  Expense 

361 

14,942 

Other  Officers 

863 

Committees 

21,458 

RVP  Expense 

1,416 

Section  Dues 

5,091 

Accounting  &  Insurance 

6,694 

Other 

1 1 ,433 

Authorized  Salaried  Personnel 

Advertising  Editor 

3,150/yr 

Editor 

3,300/yr 

Membership  Secretary 

6,300/yr 

Registrar-Recorder 

3,150/yr 

151,080 
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IRIS  SLIDES  FOR  RENT 

AIS  offers  a  number  of  iris  slide  sets  for  rental  to  members,  each  consisting  of 
approximately  100  35mm  slides.  These  provide  excellent  programs  for  both  iris  so¬ 
cieties  and  garden  clubs. 

SLIDE  SETS  AVAILABLE  FOR  1992 

THE  NEWEST  IN  IRISES:  1989  through  1992  introductions — mostly  TB,  but  contains 

other  types. 

RECENT  AWARD  WINNERS:  HM  and  AM  winners— 1988  through  1991. 

THE  POPULARITY  POLL:  Favorite  irises  as  reflected  by  the  1991  AIS  Symposium. 
RECENT  BEAUTIES:  Recent  introductions  which  have  not  as  yet  won  the  HM 

award — mostly  TB,  but  includes  other  types. 

TYPES  OTHER  THAN  TALL  BEARDED:  Bearded  and  beardless — arranged  in 

approximate  blooming  sequence. 

RELIABLES:  Mostly  past  award  winners  of  various  types — especially  suited  for 
newer  iris  societies  and  garden  clubs. 

1990  OMAHA  CONVENTION 

1991  WASHINGTON  D.  C.  CONVENTION 

To  Order:  Requests  for  slides  should  be  made  well  in  advance  of  requested  date, 
preferably  six  to  eight  weeks.  If  optional,  specify  alternate  sets  and/or  dates.  Clearly 
PRINT  name  and  mailing  address  to  whom  slides  are  to  be  sent.  Rental  fee  is  $7.50  per 
set,  payable  to  AIS.  Only  one  set  allowed  for  any  request  date.  AIS  Affiliate  Societies  are 
entitled  to  one  free  set  per  calendar  year.  Slide  sets  are  to  be  returned  next  day  after 
viewing  by  PRIORITY  mail. 

Send  check  with  request  to: 

Howard  Shockey,  Chairman 

Slides  Committee 

4611  Rio  Grande  Lane,  N.W. 

Albuquerque,  NM  87107 
Note:  Telephone  calls  cannot  be  returned. 

SECTION  SLIDES  AVAILABLE 

The  various  Sections  of  AIS  also  have  slide  sets  available  for  rent.  These  feature  irises  of 
each  respective  group.  Rental  fee  is  $5.00  per  set,  unless  noted  otherwise.  Requests 
for  these  slide  sets  should  be  submitted  as  follows: 

ARILS  and  ARILBREDS:  Orderfrom  Clay  H.  Osborne,  47806  Calle  Fiesta,  Indio,  CA 

92201.  Rental  fee  $7.50 — Check  to  Aril  Society  Interna¬ 
tional. 

HISTORIC  IRIS  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY  (HIPS):  Contact  Joan  Cooper,  212  West 

Country  Rd.  C,  St.  Paul,  MN 
55113.  Check  to  HIPS. 

JAPANESE:  Order  from  John  Coble,  9823  E,  Michigan  Ave.,  Galesburg,  Ml  49053. 
Check  to  Japanese  Iris  Society. 

LOUISIANAS:  Order  from  LaVera  Burkett,  1002  Randall,  Searcy,  AR  72143.  Check 
to  LISA. 

MEDIANS:  Order  from  Terry  Aitken,  608  N.W.  119th  St.,  Vancouver,  WA  98685. 
Check  to  MIS. 

REBLOOMERS:  Contact  Diana  Nicholls,  4724  Angus  Drive,  Gainesville,  VA  22065. 
Check  to  Rebiooming  Iris  Society. 

SIBERIANS:  Orderfrom  Thomas  Abrego,  P.O.  Box  693,  Newberg,  OR  97132.  Check 
to  Society  for  Siberian  Irises. 

SPECIES:  Several  sets  available — Order  from  Helga  Andrews,  11  Maple  Ave., 
Sudbury,  MA  01776.  Check  to  SIGNA. 

SPURIAS:  To  order,  contact  Marilyn  Holloway,  673  Acacia  Ave.,  Sacramento,  CA 
95815.  Check  to  Spuria  Iris  Society. 
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AIS  SALES  ITEMS 


THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES  . . .  $17.50 

Edited  by  Warburton  &  Hamblen;  34  contributors  and  authors  including  international 
authorities.  494  pages  of  text;  32  pages  full  color.  Published  in  1978  and  the  most 
authoritative  book  on  all  phases  of  irises,  scientific  and  popular,  8"  x  9"  hard  bound 
cloth  cover. 

HANDBOOK  FOR  JUDGES  AND  SHOW  OFFICIALS  ...........  complete  . . .  $0.00 

pages  only. . .  $4.00 

Fifth  Edition,  in  handy  looseleaf  form.  Available  with  or  without  binder  for  holding  the 
pages. 

Iris  Notes,  3V6  x  51/2,  reproductions  of  watercolors  from  the  archives  of  the  Brooklyn 
Botanic  Garden,  $4.00  per  pack,  3  for  $11.00.  Each  pack  contains  ten  notes  and 
envelopes,  two  different  designs. 

Order  by  pack  number:  Pack  1:  5  Iris  aurea,  5  iris  latifolia. 

Pack  2:  5  Iris  xiphium,  5  Japanese  iris. 

Pack  3:  5  Iris  pallida  hybrid,  5  Gladwyn  iris. 

IRIS  SHOW  POSTERS  ......................................  Packet  of  6,  $10.00 

Promote  your  show  with  these  full-color  posters  11"  x  16". 

A/S  LAPEL  PINS  ......................................................  $5.00 

AIS  logo  in  blue  and  green  on  silver  plated  pin  W  x  Vs”  with  safety  lock  catch. 
BASIC  IRIS  CULTURE  .........................  each  $1.25;  packet  of  25,  $15.00 

A  32-page  booklet  covering  the  basic  aspects  of  growing  irises.  Available  in  single 
issue  or  quantity  for  resale  by  societies  at  meetings,  shows  and  sales. 

1991  AIS  MEMBERSHIP  BOOK.  A  complete  listing  of  members  of  AIS,  including 

addresses. . . $10.00 

IRIS  POST  CARDS  . . .  Packet  $2.00;  3  Packets  for  $5.00 

Twelve  different  shots,  in  color,  per  packet. 

1939  CHECK  LIST  . . $10.00 

Reprint.  Soft  cover. 

1969  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  ................................................  $17.00 

Reprint.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1960-69. 

1979  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  . . $17.00 

Reprint.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1970-79. 

REGISTRATIONS  AND  INTRODUCTIONS— 


1984  .............. 

....  $4.00 

1988  . . 

.........  $4.00 

1985  .............. 

....  $4.00 

1989  ......... 

.........  $4.00 

1986  .............. 

....  $4.00 

1990  . . 

.........  $4.00 

1987  .............. 

....  $4.00 

1991  ......... 

.........  $5.00 

BULLETINS:  Back  issues, 

if  available  . . . . 

..............  $3 

BRONZE  ANNIVERSARY  MEDALS  . . .  $2.50 

The  AIS  50th  Anniversary  medal  in  antiqued  bronze.  Suitable  for  pendants,  show 
prizes,  and  special  awards. 

AIS  SEALS  .....................................  Pack— $2.50;  5  Packs— $10.00 

Self-adhesive  ovals  larger  than  a  half  dollar,  official  design  in  blue  and  green  on  a 
silver  background.  (50  per  pack) 

RHS  COLOUR  CHARTS  ...............................................  $45.00 

Set  of  four  color  fans,  plus  instruction  leaflet. 

1992  AIS  CALENDAR  ....................................  $5.00—10  for  $30.00 


Prices  include  postage  and  handling. 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society 

Send  order  to  Charles  J.  Lack,  718  West  67th  Street,  Tulsa,  OK  74132 

Phone  (918)  445-2222 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  MEETING 

Radisson  Hotel  November  1,  2,  3,  1991 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 

The  regular  fall  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Iris  Society  was  called  to  order  at  8:10  p.m., 
November  1, 1991,  by  1st  Vice  President  Claire  Barr.  Present  at  the  various  sessions  were  Immediate  Past  President 
Rasmussen;  Past  President  Stahly;  1st  Vice  President  and  Recording  Secretary  Barr;  2nd  Vice  President  James 
Copeland;  Secretary  J.  Stayer;  Treasurer  Corlew;  Membership  Secretary  Harlow;  Publication  Sales  Director  Lack; 
Directors  Crick,  B.  Jones,  Lineberger,  Niswonger,  Rice-Waters,  and  Shockey;  Directors-elect  Mahan  and  Witt;  RVP 
Representative  McWhirter;  Photo  Coordinator  L.  Stayer;  Committee  Chairmen  Brookins  and  Fry;  RVPs  Warner  (4), 
Wilder  (5),  King  (7),  Wilhoit  (9),  Baier  (11),  L.  Fort  (13),  McWhirter  (14),  Shepard  (15),  O.  Wulf  (21),  Goodnight  (23)  and 
Gilliam  (24);  RVP-elect  D.  Willott  (6);  Asst.  RVP  Gossett  (22);  and  guests  Honkanen  (5),  Jill  Copeland,  Hobbs,  Miller 
and  A.  Willott  (6),  D.  Fort  and  E.  Jones  (13),  W.  Barr  (15),  James  aqd  Jean  Morris  and  R.  Pries  (18),  H.  Wulf  (21)  and  K. 
Lack  (22). 

Barr  welcomed  those  present,  reminding  everyone  that  participation  in  discussion  is  encouraged  but  that  only 
Board  members  may  vote.  Secretary  Stayer  read  a  letter  from  President  Kenneth  Waite,  who  was  unable  to  attend 
because  of  illness.  Barr  asked  RVP  Warner  to  act  as  recording  secretary,  if  there  were  no  objections  from  Board 
members. 

The  following  corrections  were  made  to  the  minutes  of  the  spring  meeting  in  Falls  Church,  Virginia,  as  published  in 
Bulletin  #283: 1)  concerning  the  letter  and  gift  from  Moscow  (Stayer’s  report,  p.  95),  The  Iris  Check  List  of  Registered 
Cultivar  Names,  1980-1989  will  be  sent  as  an  exchange;  2)  concerning  the  motion  that  Rice-Waters  proceed  with  the 
purchase  of  a  new  Display  Screen  (p.100),  add  “The  motion  carried."  Niswonger  moved,  Jones  seconded,  that  the 
minutes  of  the  spring  meeting  be  approved  as  corrected.  The  motion  carried. 

Secretary  Stayer  reported  that  no  other  nominations  for  director  had  been  received,  so  Crick,  Mahan,  Stahly  and 
Witt  were  duly  elected  and  qualified  as  AIS  Directors  with  terms  expiring  in  1994.  The  thanks  of  the  Board  were 
expressed  to  retiring  Directors  Copeland,  Gates  and  Machulak. 

Barr  announced  that  RVP  Wulf  had  just  presented  to  the  Board  a  very  generous  check  from  Region  21  to  be  used 
for  computer-related  expense  in  the  Registrar’s  office.  The  gift  was  given  in  recognition  of  Registrar  Nelson’s  years  of 
dedication  to  the  job  of  AIS  Registrar.  The  thanks  of  the  Board  were  expressed  to  Region  21. 

Barr  stated  that  there  had  been  no  interim  action  taken  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Executive  Committee  had  (1 ) 
voted  to  accept  the  Imperial  Printing  Company  bid  to  reprint  1500  copies  of  The  1939  Check  List  and  (2)  had  given 
approval  to  President  Waite  to  send  a  letter  to  Acting  RVP  Townsend  of  Region  18  concerning  the  completion  of  the 
former  RVP's  term. 

Secretary  Stayer  presented  her  findings  with  regard  to  the  copyrighting  of  the  Bulletin.  Rasmussen  moved,  Corlew 
seconded,  that  Stayer  complete  the  initial  stage  of  the  copyright  application  and  place  the  required  statement  in  the 
Bulletin.  The  motion  carried.  It  was  stated  that  the  Bulletin  statement  must  be  carried  in  each  successive  issue,  and 
that  this  action  does  not  cover  the  AIS  for  legal  disputes  or  for  registration  with  the  copyright  office.  Corlew  noted, 
however,  that  it  will  give  the  AIS  some  control  over  the  use  of  material  and  may  make  it  more  likely  that  credit  will  be 
given  to  the  AIS. 

Stayer  will  proceed  with  the  foreign  mailing  contract  that  was  in  operation  for  the  October  Bulletin.  It  is  hoped  that 
overseas  members  will  write  to  notify  the  secretary  of  the  date  they  receive  the  Bulletin. 

New  memorial  donation  cards,  500  of  each  kind,  have  been  printed,  and  the  quality  has  been  upgraded.  Basic 
Iris  Culture  has  been  reprinted;  5,000  copies  have  been  sent  to  Publication  Sales  Director  Lack.  The  AIS  seals  will  be 
ordered  in  rolls  instead  of  in  packs.  C.  J.  and  Kitty  Lack  will  package  the  seals  in  groups  of  50,  decreasing  the  cost 
considerably. 

The  $750  grant  has  been  sent  to  Amy  Pool  for  her  study  of  bacterial  leaf  blight  of  irises. 

The  new  Membership  Booklet  is  being  printed  and  estimated  time  of  delivery  is  November  20-25.  Two  hundred 
fifty  copies  will  be  printed 

The  IRS  has  reopened  the  AIS  file  on  501(c)(3);  the  temporary  status  expired  September  30, 1991.  Attorney  Spain 
has  been  notified,  and  the  necessary  forms  have  been  sent  to  Treasurer  Corlew.  Together  they  will  have  90  days  to  file 
the  necessary  papers. 

Stayer  has  received  requests  from  some  states  requesting  information  on  the  number  of  AIS  publications  sent  to 
each  state  so  that  state  sales  taxes  can  be  collected.  There  was  discussion  of  the  matter,  and  the  consensus  was 
that  the  AIS  should  not  be  required  to  pay  sales  taxes  on  the  Bulletin  as  the  issues  are  not  “sold”  but  sent  only  to 
members.  It  was  felt,  however,  that  the  sections  and  regions  which  sell  subscriptions  outside  their  regular 
membership  may  have  to  face  this  situation. 

The  AIS  Silver  Medal  for  the  most  U  S.  varieties  was  awarded  to  Alan  Sedgwick  for  the  British  Iris  Society’s  early 
summer  show  and  to  Maureen  Foster  for  the  second  show.  No  information  has  been  received  regarding  the  BIS 
Dykes  Medal  winner  or  the  BIS  Hybridizer’s  Medal. 

A  request  has  been  received  from  an  AIS  member  for  the  AIS  membership  list  and  mailing  labels;  this  member  is 
preparing  a  catalog  of  iris  items.  Board  policy  is  that  the  list  can  be  sold  only  to  horticulturally  related  organizations. 
Corlew  moved,  Mahan  seconded,  that  no  exceptions  be  made  to  this  policy.  The  motion  carried.  Lineberger 
suggested  that  the  person  be  advised  to  place  an  ad  in  the  Bulletin  so  that  AIS  members  could  write  for  a  catalog. 

Stayer  asked  the  Board  to  consider  purchasing  a  copy  machine  for  the  secretary’s  office,  and  she  explained  the 
need  for  such  a  machine.  Larry  Stayer  had  information  on  buying  or  leasing  three  different  machines.  Treasurer 
Corlew  stated  that  the  AIS  could  afford  this  purchase  and  that  it  could  be  worked  into  the  budget.  Mahan  moved, 
Corlew  seconded,  that  a  Konica  1290R  be  purchsed  at  a  cost  of  $1,795  including  tax,  along  with  a  maintenance 
agreement  costing  $185  per  year.  The  motion  carried. 

Stayer  reminded  everyone  that  it  is  time  to  order  stationery.  All  new  officers,  directors,  and  RVPs  are  already  on  the 
order  list. 

There  was  no  report  from  the  recording  secretary. 
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Membership  Secretary  Harlow's  report  was  sent  to  all  Board  members  and  RVRs  in  mid-October.  Region  14  is  in 
first  place,  Region  4  in  second  place,  and  Region  7  in  third  place.  Harlow  has  received  delivery  on  the  new  dues 
notices,  which  will  be  sent  out  on  November  15.  The  old  dues  rates  are  in  effect  on  payments  reaching  her  office 
before  December  31.  The  new  computer  was  received  and  installed  in  early  summer.  Board  members  were 
reminded  that  much  of  the  computer  input  of  this  office  was  done  by  former  Membership  Secretary  Ramsey.  Harlow 
then  spoke  of  the  large  number  of  members  deleted  for  non-payment  of  dues,  53%  of  whom  were  new  members. 
Lengthy  discussion  followed  on  how  the  society  serves  new  members  at  present  and  how  they  might  be  better 
served  not  only  by  the  AIS  but  on  regional  and  local  levels  as  well.  A  motion  was  made  that  the  complimentary  copy 
of  the  Bulletin  sent  to  new  members  be  omitted,  but  there  was  no  second  to  the  motion.  Participation  in  discussion 
was  excellent,  but  no  action  was  taken. 

Treasurer  Corlew  distributed  copies  of  the  Annual  Financial  Report.  The  report  was  discussed  and  placed  on  file. 
Copies  of  the  proposed  budget  were  distributed  to  be  studied  and  considered  at  a  later  time  in  the  meeting. 

Editor  Mullin  sent  a  report  noting  that  the  October  Bulletin  had  problems  from  the  start.  Too  many  business  items 
left  little  room  for  anything  else.  Mullin  suggested  that  when  the  convention  is  early,  as  will  be  the  case  with  Atlanta 
and  Fort  Worth,  the  minutes  be  printed  in  the  July  issue.  He  noted,  also,  that  his  term  as  editor  is  coming  to  a  close. 

Advertising  Editor  Nelson  was  unable  to  attend  but  sent  a  report  through  Stayer.  The  1939  Check,  List  had  been 
delayed  by  the  printer,  but  Publication  Sales  Director  Lack  should  have  it  by  next  week.  One  thousand  five  hundred 
copies  are  being  printed.  The  Board  should  determine  the  price.  Rasmussen  moved,  Mahan  seconded,  that  the 
charge  be  $10  for  The  1939  Check  List.  The  motion  carried. 

Corlew  moved,  Stahly  seconded,  that  1,500  copies  of  the  1991  Registrations  and  Introductions  booklet  be  printed. 
The  motion  carried.  Stahly  moved,  Mahan  seconded,  that  the  charge  for  these  booklets  be  $5.  The  motion  carried. 

The  1989  cumulative  check  list  was  discussed,  along  with  the  need  for  more  computer  program  refinements  for 
the  new  computer.  Barr  asked  Harlow,  who  had  served  on  the  committee  appointed  to  assess  computer  needs  for 
the  registrar's  office,  to  present  a  letter  sent  to  President  Waite  from  Ken  Anderson,  of  Anderson  and  Associates  of 
San  Francisco,  who  has  been  writing  the  program.  Anderson  indicated  that  he  could  come  to  Omaha  again  and 
make  further  refinements  to  the  program  according  to  Nelson's  specifications  at  a  cost  of  about  $1,500.  Corlew 
moved,  Niswonger  seconded,  that  this  additional  help  be  funded  up  to  $1,500.  The  motion  carried. 

Publication  Sales  Director  Lack  presented  a  written  report  of  sales  with  total  receipts  of  $27,066.30.  The  inventory 
shows  only  about  a  three  year  supply  of  The  World  of  Irises.  There  are  also  only  20  copies  of  the  RVP  Handbook  left  in 
stock.  Eight  hundred  of  the  new  calendars  have  been  sold.  The  note  cards  are  not  selling  well.  Mahan  moved, 
Niswonger  seconded,  that  the  note  cards  be  repriced  at  $4  per  pack  or  three  packs  for  $11.  The  motion  carried. 
Treasurer  Corlew  noted  that  the  allocation  for  postage  and  handling  had  proved  very  accurate,  within  $361  for  the 
year. 

Corlew  moved,  Niswonger  seconded,  that  the  price  of  the  new  membership  booklet  be  $7,  the  same  as  the 
current  one,  if  that  price  is  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost;  if  not,  the  Executive  Committee  should  set  the  price.  The 
motion  carried.  If  possible,  the  price  of  the  new  booklet  will  be  published  in  the  January  Bulletin. 

The  meeting  was  recessed  at  10:50  p.m.  and  reconvened  at  8:35  a.m.  the  following  day,  November  2,  1991. 

Affiliates  Chairman  Niswonger  presented  his  report  covering  the  affiliate  totals  from  1986-1991 .  The  total  number  is 
now  154,  and  Niswonger  thanked  the  RVPs  for  encouraging  new  groups  to  join.  An  inquiry  from  the  Canadian  Iris 
Society  concerning  affiliation  for  that  society  was  discussed.  The  consensus  was  that  the  Canadian  Iris  Society 
should  encourage  the  separate  local  clubs  to  become  affiliated  rather  than  the  parent  group  itself. 

Awards  Chairman  Copeland  reported  that  eight  hundred  fifty-nine  accredited  judges  were  sent  ballots  on  April  1 , 
1991,  with  2,296  varieties  listed.  Eleven  ballots  were  received  after  the  July  1,  deadline,  and  one  hundred  eight 
judges  failed  to  return  the  ballot.  This  represents  a  high  12V£%  no-vote  record.  Approximately  18.4%  of  the  AIS 
membership  participated  in  the  1992  Symposium. 

Convention  Liaison  Jones  reported  that  the  committee  preparing  for  the  Atlanta  Convention,  April  28-May  2, 1992, 
has  sent  reports  and  is  on  top  of  the  situation.  Keith  Smith  will  take  Ray  John’s  place  as  chairman  for  the  Fort  Worth 
Convention,  April  20-24,  1993.  Portland,  Oregon  will  host  the  convention,  May  21-25,  1994.  Jones  noted  that  the 
Sacramento  committee  has  already  contracted  with  a  hotel  for  the  convention  in  1996. 

Exhibitions  Chairman  Gristwood  was  unable  to  be  present,  but  her  report  was  circulated  to  those  present.  The 
number  of  shows  is  still  on  the  increase.  There  were  185  spring  shows  and  three  fall  shows  scheduled.  The  Nelson 
Award  will  go  to  DUSKY  CHALLENGER. 

Foundation  Liaison  Pettijohn  sent  word  that  there  was  little  activity  to  report.  Contributions  of  $2,355  were  received. 
There  have  been  no  requests  for  loans  or  grants.  The  Society  for  Japanese  Irises  had  repaid  its  loan  in  May. 

Historical  Chairman  Harder  sent  no  report. 

Honorary  Awards  Chairman  Rasmussen  deferred  his  report  until  later  in  the  meeting. 

Judges  and  Judges  Training  Chairman  Crick  presented  her  report  with  various  statistics  on  judges  and 
recommended  approval  of  the  1992  roster  of  judges,  which  included  the  following  list  of  new  Master  Judges: 

Region  1  —  Mrs.  Russell  B.  Moors 

Mrs.  Maurice  B.  Pope,  Jr. 

Region  5  —  Cassie  E.  James 

C.  E.  Yearwood 

Region  6  —  James  J.  Foreman 

Region  7  —  J.  L.  Christopher 

Mrs.  Lawrence  E,  Hall 
Region  8  —  Dr.  Donald  W.  Koza 

Region  9  —  Florence  Stout 

Region  13  —  George  F  Lankow 

Region  14  —  Mrs.  William  Anning 

Mrs.  Eugene  Harris 
Hal  Mattos 
Mrs.  W.  G.  Waters 
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Region  18  —  Chester  Blaylock 

James  Rasmussen 
Mrs.  Robert  H.  Robinson 
Region  20  —  Ray  Lyons 

Region  21  —  Mickey  Anson 

Charles  T.  Claussen 
Anne  M.  Gaddie 
Gene  Gaddie 
Roger  Mazur 
Mrs.  Kempton  Settle 
Region  22  —  Alton  Zimmerman 

Mrs.  Alton  Zimmerman 
Region  24  —  J.  W.  Kuykendall,  Jr. 

Walter  Moores 

Stayer  moved,  Niswonger  seconded,  that  the  report  be  approved  as  presented.  The  motion  carried. 

Membership  Contest  Acting-Chairman  J.  Fry  reported  preliminary  results  as  of  October  28,  1991. 

Policy  Chairman  Barr  circulated  copies  of  her  report  of  action  taken  at  the  five  most  recent  Board  meetings. 
Because  of  a  correction  to  the  minutes  of  the  1991  spring  meeting,  there  is  a  correction:  the  name  of  the  book  to  be 
sent  to  Moscow  is  The  Iris  Check  List  of  Registered  Cultivar  Names,  1980-1989.  Policy  statements  are  listed  by  the 
date  of  the  Board  meeting,  by  the  number  of  the  Bulletin  in  which  the  minutes  are  printed,  and  by  topic  and  sub- 
topic.  Items  can  be  pulled  up  by  topic,  date,  or  Bulletin  number.  It  was  felt  that  this  is  valuable  information  to  have  at 
hand  and  will  save  hours  of  discussion  in  the  future. 

Public  Relations  Chairman  Rice-Waters  reported  that  the  calendar  is  selling  well.  The  cost  has  remained  very 
close  to  the  original  for  seven  years.  Discussion  of  the  Display  Screen  was  postponed  until  later.  Rice-Waters 
commented  on  an  article  in  the  current  issue  of  the  Delta  “Sky”  magazine.  Irises  were  promoted,  in  spite  of  some 
inaccuracies  and  an  unfortunate  choice  of  an  iris  picture. 

Registrations  Chairman  Nelson  was  not  present  to  make  a  report  There  was  discussion  again  about  the  check  list 
currently  being  put  together  and  possible  help  available  for  the  undertaking,  but  further  discussion  was  deferred,  as 
Nelson  was  not  there  to  speak  on  the  subject. 

Robins  Chairman  Brookins  reported  that  new  members  are  receiving  information  about  the  Robins  program.  Most 
new  members  seem  to  want  information  in  general,  and  he  suggested  having  information  on  the  sections  and  also 
information  on  sources  for  irises  available.  Lineberger  commended  Brookins  for  doing  an  excellent  job. 

The  meeting  was  recessed  for  a  twenty-five  minute  break  at  10:00  a.m. 

Stahly  reported  for  RVP  Counselor  Machulakon  a  situation  in  Region  18  where  two  candidates  were  presented  for 
the  position  of  RVP.  After  some  discussion  and  consideration  of  the  candidates  and  the  circumstances,  Stahly 
moved,  Stayer  seconded,  that  Riley  Probst  be  approved  as  the  recommended  candidate  for  RVP.  The  vote  was  taken 
by  ballot,  with  Opal  Wulf,  Tony  Willott  and  T.  A.  Gilliam  appointed  as  counters.  The  vote  was  unanimous  in  favor  of  the 
motion.  During  discussion  it  was  the  consensus  that  the  Bylaws  of  Region  18  need  a  revision  to  cover  such  situations, 
however,  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  AIS  Board  of  Directors  to  appoint  RVPs.  It  was  noted  further  that  if  a  Regional 
Vice  President  is  not  a  judge,  the  AIS  Judges  Training  Chairman  should  appoint  a  Regional  Judges  Training 
Chairman. 

There  were  no  reports  from  the  Scholarship  or  the  Scientific  Committees. 

Section  Liaison  Lineberger  announced  that  there  would  be  a  meeting  for  the  editors  of  section  publications 
scheduled  during  the  spring  convention,  probably  at  the  same  time  as  the  meetings  for  RVPs  and  section 
representatives. 

RVP  Wilhoit  advised  the  group  that  the  Louisiana  Iris  Society  of  America  is  having  a  problem  getting  officers.  There 
is  a  proposal  being  considered  to  make  LISA  a  cooperating  society  with  the  Society  for  Louisiana  Irises.  A  meeting 
was  to  be  held  this  same  weekend  to  discuss  the  problem. 

Editor  Mullin  has  sent  a  letter  to  the  presidents  of  all  sections  asking  them  for  the  names  of  their  membership 
chairmen.  This  information  should  be  listed  in  the  January  Bulletin. 

Slides  Committee  Chairman  Shockey  reported  that  two  sets  of  slides  were  lost  last  year  in  the  mail.  He  is  having 
difficulty  getting  a  set  which  was  loaned  out  in  June  returned.  It  is  still  a  chore  to  get  slides  of  the  newer  irises. 
There  was  no  report  from  the  Youth  Committee. 

For  special  committees,  Stahly  had  no  report  from  the  Color  Pattern  Definition  Committee. 

Copeland  presented  a  written  proposal  from  the  Committee  to  Study  the  Awards  Structure.  The  committees 
included  Copeland,  Chnn.,  Harold  Stahly  (Past  President),  Carol  Morgan  (RVP  of  Region  6),  and  Leland  Welsh 
(Region  6  Judges  Training  Chairman).  The  proposed  revision  reads  as  follows: 

HCs 

Remain  the  same.  Any  iris  receiving  5  votes  shall  win  an  HC. 

Honorable  Mention 

Each  class  of  irises  shall  become  eligible  for  the  HM  award  the  third  year  following  introduction.  All  iris  shall  remain 
on  the  ballot  for  a  period  of  3  years.  The  number  of  votes  allowed  shall  be  15%  of  the  irises  eligible  to  be  voted  on  in 
each  class  rounded  to  the  next  higher  number.  HMs  shall  be  awarded  to  the  top  10%  of  the  irises  in  each  category 
rounded  to  the  next  higher  number.  Any  iris  that  has  never  won  an  HM  may  be  written  in. 

Walther  Cup 

Shall  be  awarded  to  the  iris  receiving  the  most  HM  votes  regardless  of  class. 

Award  of  Merit 

Each  class  of  irises  shall  become  eligible  for  the  Award  of  Merit  the  second  year  after  receiving  an  HM  and  remain 
eligible  for  3  years. 

All  of  the  existing  AM-equivalent  awards  shall  be  elevated  to  metal  status. 
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An  Award  of  Merit  category  shall  be  created  to  replace  the  AM-equivalents  that  are  elevated  to  medal  status. 

The  number  of  votes  allowed  shall  be  10%  of  the  irises  eligible  to  be  voted  for  in  each  class. 

AMs  shall  be  awarded  to  the  top  10%  of  the  irises  in  each  category,  rounded  to  the  next  higher  number. 

Special  Medals 

Each  class  of  irises  shall  become  eligible  for  medals  2  years  after  winning  an  AM.  All  irises  shall  be  eligible  for  a 
period  of  3  years. 

A  Tall  Bearded  Section  medal  shall  be  established  and  called  the  “John  Wister  Memorial  Medal." 

A  medal  shall  be  awarded  to  the  iris  receiving  the  most  votes  in  each  category.  In  case  of  a  tie,  all  of  those  irises  tied 
shall  receive  duplicate  medals. 

Dykes  Medal 

All  irises  receiving  a  special  medal  are  eligible  for  the  Dykes  Medal  the  next  year  and  are  eligible  for  a  period  of  3 
years.  The  iris  receiving  the  most  votes  shall  win.  In  case  of  a  tie,  a  run-off  ballot  shall  be  made  for  those  that  have 
tied. 

Lengthy  discussion  followed.  The  committee  was  commended  for  its  work.  The  meeting  was  recessed  for  lunch  at 
12:00  noon  and  reconvened  at  1:40  p.m.  at  which  time  the  discussion  resumed,  both  pro  and  con. 

Shockey  presented  a  printed  report  showing  the  current  percentages  of  irises  receiving  awards  and  the  projected 
percentages  under  the  new  system. 

Stayer  moved,  Crick  seconded,  that  the  proposal  be  turned  back  to  the  committee  with  the  suggestion  that 
another  member  or  two  be  added  from  another  section  of  the  country  to  reconsider  this  proposal  and  bring  it  back  to 
the  Board  next  fall.  After  more  discussion,  the  question  was  called,  and  the  motion  was  defeated. 

Stayer  read  a  letter  from  President  Waite  concerning  the  proposal  and  based  on  his  eleven-year  experience  as 
Awards  Chairman.  Among  Waite's  several  concerns  were  the  number  of  AMs  the  proposal  would  generate  after  the 
first  year  and  the  feeling  that  the  awards  could  become  almost  inconsequential. 

Following  further  discussion,  Mahan  moved,  Jones  seconded,  that  the  proposal,  as  presented  by  the  committee 
headed  by  Copeland,  be  accepted  but  not  implemented  until  1993  and  with  a  minimum  of  two  HMs  in  any  class. 
Corlew  proposed  an  amendment,  seconded  by  Mahan,  that  the  waiting  period  for  HM  eligibility  for  bearded  irises 
be  two  years  instead  of  the  three  years  proposed.  The  beardless  iris  waiting  period  would  remain  at  three  years.  The 
amendment  was  passed.  The  question  was  called  and  the  amended  motion  was  passed. 

Shockey  moved,  Mahan  seconded,  that  the  number  of  tall  bearded  votes  and  awards  be  8%  of  the  total  number 
eligible  for  Honorable  Mention  in  the  tall  bearded  class.  The  motion  was  defeated. 

A  fifteen-minute  break  was  taken  at  3:15  p.m. 

The  new  Display  Screen  was  exhibited  by  Rice-Waters.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Keith  Fillmore,  who  has  been 
shipping  the  old  screen.  Don  R.  Peterson,  of  Columbus,  NE,  will  be  shipping  the  new  screen  in  its  new  case.  Rice- 
Waters  moved,  Corlew  seconded,  that  the  old  screen  and  case  be  sold  to  the  Indiana  Iris  and  Daylily  Society  for 
$100.  The  motion  carried.  Stayer  informed  the  Board  that  the  Invitation  to  Join  flyers  reflecting  the  dues  changes  are 
at  the  printer  and  will  contain  an  insertion  sheet  for  foreign  members.  Lineberger  suggested  that,  if  possible,  the  new 
flyer  be  printed  in  a  different  color  so  as  to  be  recognizable  from  the  old  blue  ones. 

Chairman  Stahly  reported  for  the  Committee  to  Study  RVP  Voting  Rights.  It  was  proposed  that  the  RVPs  elect  a 
representative  to  the  Board  at  their  spring  meeting.  That  person  would  then  be  a  member  of  the  Board  the  following 
fall.  The  representative  should  be  an  RVP  serving  in  the  second  year,  as  the  term  of  RVP  is  from  January  1  to  January 
1.  The  issue  was  deferred  until  later  for  a  revision  in  the  wording  needed  for  the  necessary  By-laws  change. 

Chairman  Rasmussen  updated  plans  for  the  75th  anniversary.  He  is  looking  for  an  editor  for  the  special  issue  of 
the  Bulletin  and  is  considering  a  poster  contest.  The  postage  stamp  project  is  progressing  and  it  will  be  necessary  to 
get  the  message  to  the  right  person  on  the  stamp  committee  in  Washington  at  the  right  time. 

Under  unfinished  business,  Stayer  reported  that  President  Waite  had  appointed  Stahly,  Chm.,  Copeland, 
Rasmussen,  Stayer,  and  Waite  as  members  of  the  Committee  to  study  the  By-laws  for  Revision. 

Barr  called  for  the  election  of  officers. 

Stayer  nominated  Kenneth  Waite  for  President.  Jones  seconded.  Corlew  moved,  Jones  seconded,  that  nomina¬ 
tions  be  closed  and  Waite  be  elected  by  acclamation  The  motion  carried. 

Barr  relinquished  the  chair  to  2nd  Vice  President  Copeland  for  nominations  for  1st  Vice  President.  Jones 
nominated  Barr  for  1st  Vice  President.  Stayer  seconded.  Niswonger  moved,  Corlew  seconded,  that  nominations  be 
closed  and  Barr  be  elected  by  acclamation.  The  motion  carried. 

Barr  resumed  the  chair.  Rice-Waters  nominated  Niswonger  for  Second  Vice  President.  Jones  seconded.  Line¬ 
berger  nominated  Mahan  for  Second  Vice  President.  Crick  seconded.  A  ballot  vote  was  taken  with  Wilder,  Brookins, 
and  Gossett  appointed  as  a  counting  committee.  Niswonger  was  elected. 

Rice-Waters  nominated  Stayer  for  Secretary.  Rasmussen  seconded.  Stahly  moved,  Corlew  seconded,  that  the 
nominations  be  closed  and  Stayer  be  elected  by  acclamation.  The  motion  carried. 

Jones  nominated  Corlew  for  Treasurer.  Niswonger  seconded.  Stayer  moved,  Stahly  seconded,  that  the  nomina¬ 
tions  be  closed  and  Corlew  be  elected  by  acclamation.  The  motion  carried. 

Stayer  nominated  Mullin  for  Editor.  Rasmussen  seconded.  Corlew  moved,  Niswonger  seconded,  that  the 
nominations  be  closed  and  Mullin  be  elected  by  acclamation.  The  motion  carried 

The  Board  adjourned  to  executive  session  to  consider  the  report  of  the  Honorary  Awards  Committee. 

Barr  announced  that  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Honorary  Awards  Committee  Distinguished  Service 
Medals  were  awarded  to  Francesca  Thoolen  and  James  Rasmussen.  Hybridizers  Medals  were  awarded  to  Lloyd 
Zurbrigg  and  Bernard  Hamner.  The  Gold  Medal  was  awarded  to  Carol  Ramsey.  Sidney  Dubose  and  Joseph 
Mertzweiller  were  named  Emeritus  Judges. 

The  meeting  was  recessed  for  dinner  at  4:30  p.m.  and  reconvened  at  8:15  p.m. 

Stahly  presented  the  proposed  changes  to  the  Bylaws  under  Article  VI  with  reference  to  RVP  representation  on  the 
Board  of  Directors.  Section  1  (b)  would  read,  “One  director  who  is  a  Regional  Vice  President  in  the  second  year  of 
that  office  shall  be  elected  annually  and  shall  hold  office  the  succeeding  fiscal  year  and  until  a  successor  is  duly 
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elected  and  qualified.”  Other  changes  in  wording  would  reflect  the  foregoing  statement.  Stahly  moved  that  this 
revision  be  adopted.  Stayer  seconded.  The  motion  carried. 

Corlew  moved,  Niswonger  seconded,  that  notification  of  the  above  proposed  By-laws  changes  be  published  in 
the  Bulletin  and  that  the  ballots  be  mailed  to  the  membership  so  that  the  results  can  be  received  before  the  Atlanta 
convention.  The  motion  carried.  Stahly  will  notify  the  RVPs  of  the  impending  change. 

Barr  read  the  list  of  President  Waite’s  appointments  to  the  following  offices: 


Registrar  .  Kay  Nelson 

Membership  Secretary .  Marilyn  Harlow 

Publication  Sales  Director .  C.  J.  Lack 

Recording  Secretary .  Claire  Barr 

Advertising  Editor  . Kay  Nelson 

Photo  Coordinator  . Larry  Stayer 


Niswonger  moved,  Jones  seconded,  that  these  appointments  be  approved.  The  motion  passed. 

RVP  Counselor  Machulak’s  report  was  presented  by  Stahly.  RVPs  recommended  for  reappointment: 


(Having  served  two  years) 
Region 

1  Mrs.  Maurice  B.  Pope,  Jr. 

2  Carl  M.  O’Shea 

4  Mrs.  Andrew  C.  Warner 

5  Mrs.  A.  D.  Wilder 
17  Jim  Keefe 

20  David  G.  Miller 

21  Opal  Wulf 

23  Doug  Goodnight 


(Having  served  one  year) 
Region 

7  Mrs.  Donald  R.  King 
10  Albert  Ernst 
13  Lyle  Fort 

15  Mrs.  D.  L.  Shepard 

16  Gloria  McMillen 
19  Nancy  Szmuriga 
24  T.  A.  Gilliam 


Stahly  moved,  Crick  seconded,  that  these  reappointments  be  approved.  The  motion  carried. 

Thanks  were  expressed  to  the  retiring  RVPs.  The  following  new  RVPs  were  recommended  for  appointment: 
Region  3  Larry  Westfall 
6  Dorothy  Willott 

8  Dr.  Norman  Frisch 

9  C.  J.  Simon 

11  Carryl  Meyer 

12  Mrs.  Willard  Done 
14  Bryce  Williamson 
18  Riley  Probst 

22  Paul  Gossett 

Stahly  moved,  Stayer  seconded,  that  these  appointments  be  approved.  The  motion  carried. 

Barr  read  President  Waite's  list  of  appointments  for  chairmen  of  the  following  committees: 


Affiliates  . 

Awards . 

Convention  Liaison . 

Exhibitions . 

Foundation  Liaison  . 

Historical . 

Honorary  Awards  . 

Judges  and  Judges  Training 

Membership  Contest . 

Policy . 

Public  Relations  . 

Registrations . 

Robins  . 

RVP  Counselor  . 

Scholarship . 

Scientific . 

Section  Liaison  . 

Slides . 

Youth  . 


.  .  O.  D.  Niswonger 
. .  James  Copeland 
....  Bennett  Jones 
. .  Lillian  Gristwood 
.  .  Richard  Pettijohn 

.  Larry  Harder 

James  Rasmussen 

.  Hilda  Crick 

.  (open) 

.  Claire  Barr 

.  Olive  Rice-Waters 

.  Kay  Nelson 

. .  Howard  Brookins 
. .  Dr.  Harold  Stahly 

.  (open) 

Dr.  Currier  McEwen 
Everette  Lineberger 
.  .  Howard  Shockey 
.  Jean  Morris  (New) 


Jones  moved  that  the  foregoing  appointments  be  approved.  Niswonger  seconded  and  the  motion  passed. 

Stayer  moved,  Rasmussen  seconded,  that  the  contract  for  the  printing  of  the  Bulletin  with  Williams  Printing 
Company  be  approved.  The  motion  carried.  It  was  noted  that  the  contrast  of  print  on  the  paper  in  the  last  issue  needs 
some  improvement.  Stayer  will  notify  Editor  Mullin  of  this  matter. 

Bob  Pries,  chairman  of  the  awards  committee  for  the  Species  Iris  Group  of  North  America,  brought  before  the 
Board  a  proposal  for  two  new  awards: 

“In  order  to  aid  in  the  recognition  of  the  diversity  of  species  of  garden  merit  two  awards  are  being  suggested.  They 
are  currently  under  review  by  committee  and  do  not  necessarily  reflect  their  final  form.  Proposal  one:  That  the 
Species  Iris  Group  of  North  America  may  provide  the  Founders  of  S.I.G.N.A.  Award  as  an  award  of  merit  equivalent 
for  a  species  variety  or  cultivar  shown  to  have  exceptional  garden  merit.  It  is  proposed  that  all  species  of  iris  be 
eligible  as  long  as  they  are  properly  registered  by  cultivar  and  their  availability  for  evaluation  assured  by  introduction 
into  North  America.  Proposal  two:  That  the  Species  Iris  Group  of  North  America  may  provide  the  Randolph-Perry 
award  for  innovative  hybrids  involving  iris  species  which  have  exceptional  garden  merit.  This  award  will  be  an  award 
of  merit  equivalent  and  follow  the  same  rules  as  other  AIS  section  awards.” 
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Niswonger  moved,  Corlew  seconded,  that  the  proposal  presented  by  Bob  Pries  be  accepted.  The  motion  passed 

The  Board  adjourned  to  executive  session  at  9:15  p.m.  to  reconvene  at  8:00  a  m.  on  November  3. 

The  meeting  was  resumed  on  Sunday,  Nov.  3,  at  8:00  a  m.  Stahly  reported  on  the  action  of  the  Board  in  executive 
session  the  night  before.  There  had  been  discussion  of  the  internal  organizational  structure  of  the  AIS  with  particular 
reference  to  the  sections  and  the  way  they  fit  in  to  this  structure.  Stahly  stated  that  for  some  years  the  Board  has 
engaged  an  attorney  to  investigate  the  internal  organization  of  the  AIS,  with  particular  attention  to  501(C)(3)  tax 
status  initially  but  continuing  also  to  other  aspects.  As  a  result,  the  AIS  has  already  made  some  changes  in  its 
Articles  of  Incorporation  and,  following  the  attorney’s  suggestions,  the  Board  has  taken  a  look  at  certain  parts  of  the 
AIS  By-laws.  Stahly  distributed  copies  of  two  suggested  changes  in  the  AIS  By-laws  which  would  make  it  clear 
where  responsibility  lies,  particularly  with  regard  to  financial  responsibility  and  tax  status,  and  he  stated  that  the 
Board  had,  in  executive  session  the  evening  before,  approved  these  changes.  Stahly  moved  that  these  changes  be 
approved  by  the  Board  in  the  open  meeting  and  that  they  be  submitted  to  the  AIS  membership  for  approval,  noting 
that  this  could  be  done  in  the  same  mailing  with  the  By-laws  changes  concerning  RVP  representation  on  the  Board, 
approved  by  Board  members  the  day  before.  Corlew  seconded  the  motion.  The  motion  carried. 

In  response  to  a  question  from  a  section  representative  as  to  whether  the  sections  should  do  anything  at  this  time, 
Stahly  responded  that  there  is  a  committee  working  on  these  matters,  and  it  would  be  better  to  wait  until  the 
committee  has  had  a  chance  to  make  a  study  and  to  contact  the  sections  It  was  further  stated  that  it  is  likely  that  the 
Board  will  be  asking  all  the  sections  to  look  at  certain  parts  of  their  By-laws  in  order  to  standardize  the  relationship 
between  the  AIS  and  the  sections  and  that  any  changes  will  most  likely  benefit  all  the  sections. 

The  next  order  of  business  was  the  consideration  of  the  budget.  Treasurer  Corlew  explained  certain  details  of  the 
proposed  budget,  copies  of  which  had  been  given  to  Board  members  earlier  in  the  meeting  for  study.  During 
discussion,  Corlew  recommended  that  the  salary  of  the  editor  be  increased  $25  per  month  beginning  January  1, 
1992.  Niswonger  seconded.  The  motion  carried.  With  this  change  and  the  inclusion  of  the  cost  of  the  copier  for  the 
secretary’s  office  which  had  been  approved  the  day  before,  Corlew  recommended  that  the  budget  be  approved. 
Stayer  seconded  The  motion  carried. 

There  was  discussion,  initiated  by  Mahan,  concerning  the  idea  of  a  permanent  library  to  preserve  the  reference 
and  archival  material  now  owned  by  the  AIS  and  also  that  which  might  come  to  the  Society  later.  Mahan  stated  that 
this  is  a  particular  concern  of  the  Historical  Iris  Preservation  Society.  Mahan  was  asked  to  pursue  the  matter  further 
with  HIPS  and  bring  it  back  to  the  Board  at  a  later  meeting. 

There  was  discussion,  also,  of  the  need  for  a  new  book  from  the  American  Iris  Society.  Jean  Witt  and  Clarence 
Mahan  volunteered  to  take  on  the  job  as  co-editors  of  such  a  publication.  On  motion  by  Niswonger,  seconded  by 
Jones,  the  Board  voted  unanimously  to  accept  the  offer  of  Witt  and  Mahan  to  begin  this  project  and  authorized  them 
to  proceed 

There  was  a  motion  by  Mahan,  seconded  by  Jones,  that  the  requirement  for  approval  of  Emeritus  Judge  status  be 
changed  from  unanimous  to  three  fourths  of  the  members  present  and  voting.  The  motion  passed. 

Niswonger  moved,  Corlew  seconded,  that  the  SIGNA  awards  proposal  approved  by  the  Board  the  evening  before 
be  implemented  in  1993  along  with  the  revised  awards  system  proposal  approved  earlier  in  the  day.  The  motion 
carried. 

Barr  announced  that  the  1992  fall  Board  meeting  will  be  held  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  asked  for  a  decision  as 
to  whether  the  dates  should  be  October  30,  31,  and  November  1,  or  November  7,  8,  and  9.  Corlew  moved  that  the 
earlier  date  be  chosen,  and  Crick  seconded.  The  motion  carried. 

Barr  then  expressd  the  thanks  of  the  Board  for  the  warm  hospitality  shown  in  so  many  ways  by  our  hosts,  the 
members  of  the  Indiana  Daylily-lris  Society.  It  was  moved  by  Niswonger,  seconded  by  Jones,  that  the  formal  thanks 
of  the  Board  be  extended  to  our  hosts.  The  motion  carried  unanimously. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  approximately  10:15  a.m. 

Carol  Warner  and  Claire  Barr 


THE  AIS  DISPLAY  SCREEN 


To  Order  Our  Display  Screen  for 
Your  Society’s  Booths  at  Fairs  &  Trade  Shows 
Write  to:  Don  R.  Peterson 

1870-25th  Avenue 
Columbus,  Nebraska  68601 

Remember  to  reserve  it  early. 

Don  will  ship  it  UPS  collect,  and  your  society  pays  to  ship  it  back  to  him. 
Directions  for  setting  up  and  taking  down  are  inside  the  cover  of  the  case. 
The  pictures  are  expensive — please  handle  carefully! 
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ACME  IRIS  GARDENS 

Irises  by  George 

P.O.  Box  431 
Carson  City,  Ml  48811 

Descriptive  price  list  available 
after  April  15  for  $2.00 

ADAMGROVE 

Irises  •  Daylilies  •  Peonies 

Medians,  Dwarfs,  Tails 
Species 

In  1991,  Introducing 
Dwarfs  &  Medians  for 
Boswell,  Sindt, 
Hager,  &  Albers 


Attken's 
Salmon  Creek 
Garden 

608  NW 119  St,  Vancouver,  WA.  98685 
Display  Garden  Open  to  Visitors 

(10  Miles  North  of  Portland) 

MDB,  SDB,  IB,  BB,  MTB 
IB,  PCN,  JA,  SIB,  GUESTS 

Top  Quality  Irises  by  the 
World's  Leading  Hybridizers 


Catalogue  $2.00;  Refundable 
Color  And  B&W  Illustrations 


Send  $2.00  for  Color  Catalog 


DAMGROVE 

Rte.  1,  Box  246 
California,  MO  65018 


AMBERWAY 

GARDENS 

5803  AMBERWAY  DR 


ANDERSON  IRIS 
GARDENS 

22179  Keather  Ave.,  N. 
Forest  Lake,  Minn.  55025 

Over  550  varieties  of  Northern 
grown  TB  irises  at  reasonable 
prices.  Also  60  varieties  of  fine 
peonies. 

Send  $1.00  or  stamps 
for  catalog 


ST.  LOUIS  MO  63128 

1000  TB,  IB,  SDB,  BB,  MTB,  MDB 
325  REBLOOMING  VARIETIES 

CATALOG  $1 

DEDUCTIBLE  WITH  FIRST  ORDER 
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YlfE  KRIL  PHTCIf 

3843  Concord  Blvd. 
Concord  CA.  94519 

Mrs!  &  Erilbred 

Introductions  from 

‘Mich,  9iag«r,  Wood, 

‘Bostoett,  df  Whitedy 

Catalog  $.75 


Babbette's  Gardens 

Specializing  in  TBs  and  Daylilies 

Send  $1  for  Catalog 

Please  make  checks 
payable  to: 

Babbette  Sandt 
P.O.  Box  500018 
Palmdale,  CA 
9 3550W18. 

Video  tape  of 
gardens  available 
for  $10  -  includes 
catalog  -  specify 
VHS  or  Beta. 


BAY  VIEW  GARDENS 

of  Joseph  J.  Ghio 

1201  Bay  St.; Santa  Cruz,  Calif.  95060 

Send  $1.50  for  catalog  listing  the 
finest  in  Tall,  Louisiana,  Pacifica 
and  Spuria  irises. 


Old  &  New 
Varieties 
GREAT  VALUES 

Send  $1.00  for  catalog 


BLUEBIRD  HAVEN 

I1IS  (i  A  K  »  E  N 

6940  FAIRPLAY  ROAD 
SOMERSET,  CA  95604 


BILLIE’S  IRIS  GARDEN 

638  Ash  Street 
Walla  Walla,  WA  99362 
509/525-9534 

Over  600  varieties  of  tall  bearded  irises. 

Send  $1.00  in  stamps  for  descriptive  list. 


WM 


Jim  and  Sharon  Puckett 
P.O.  Box  8416  Riverside,  CA  92515 

Request  the  price  lists  that  interest  you. 

4“  Iris  of  the  1980's 

4*  Proven  performers 

4s  Newer  hard-to  find  varieties 

Recent  award  winners  (with 
many  popularity  poll  winners) 

4*  Classic  and  antique  iris  (with 
many  Dykes  Medal  winners) 

4*  Iris  selected  for  planting  in 
Southern.  California 

Please  include  one  2 St  postage  stamp  for  each  list. 


BOiS  O'  ARC 


GARDENS 


SPECIALIZING  IN 
LOUISIANA  IRIS 

CATALOG  ON  REQUEST! 
LARGE  SELECTION  OF  CULTIVARS 
QUANTITY  PRICES  AVAILABLE 

ED  AND  RUSTY  OSTHEIMER 

1831  Bull-Run 
Schriever,  LA  70395 
PHONE:  504-446-2329 
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BROOK-PARK 
IRIS  GARDEN 

Ingeborg  Hempel 
6500  -  74Va  Ave.  North 
Brooklyn  Park,  MN  55428 

Featuring  MDB,  SDB,  IB,  MTB, 
BB  irises  and  more. 

Send  $1.00  for  catalog  refund¬ 
able  with  first  order. 


BROWN’S 

SUNNYHILL  GARDENS 

Opal  L.  Brown 


CAL  DIXIE 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Largest  selection  of  quality  afford¬ 
able  bearded  irises  (New  and  old)  in 
Southern  California. 

Herb  and  Sara  Hoik 

14115  Pear  St. 
Riverside,  CA  92504 
Catalog  on  request  after  March  15. 
Please  enclose  2  first  class  stamps. 


CHEHALEM  GARDENS 

Tom  and  Ellen  Abrego 
P.  O.  Box  693  Newberg,  OR  97132 


“YOUR  ASSURANCE  OF  QUALITY'’ 

FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 
MODERN  TALL  BEARDED  IRIS 

Catalog  on  request 
—  No  Color  — 

Route  3,  Box  102 
Milton-Freewater 
Oregon  97862 

GEORGE  C.  RUSH 

CLEAN  SHAVEN  IRIS  (beardless) 

Featuring  Japanese,  Siberian  and  Species  irises.  Also 
Spurias  and  Louisianas. 

Comprehensive  price  list  for  a  stamp. 

VISITORS  ALWAYS  WELCOME 
1739  Memory  Lane  Extd.,  York,  PA  17402 
Ph.  717/755-0557 


Iris 

Daylilies 
Hosta 
Peonies 
Perennials 

Busse  Gardens 

“The  Minnesota  Perennial  People 
Rt.  2  -  Box  238 
Cokato,  Minnesota  553.2  1 

Catalog  $2.00  -  Deductible 


SIBERIAN  AND  SPURIA  IRIS 

Descriptive  price  list 
available  upon  request 


COMANCHE  ACRES 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Route  1,  Box  258 
Gower,  MO  64454 

Quality  TB,  BB,  LA  and  Bulb 
type  irises  at  reasonable  prices. 

Introductions  by  Jim  Hedgecock, 
Henry  Rowlan  and  Hyram 

Ames. 

Beautiful  New 
Color  Catalog  $3.00 


CONTEMPORARY  GARDENS 

of  Perry  Dyer 

Box  534  Blanchard,  OK  73010 

A  diversified  collection  of  tall  beardeds, 
medians,  Louisianas  and  daylilies.  1992 
price  list  available  in  March.  Please  send  2 
first-class  stamps  with  your  request. 
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4l  *  Cooley  s 

COUNTRY  VIEW 
GARDENS 

GARDENS 

11553  Silverton  Rd.s  N.E. 

P.O.  Box  126 

SILVERTON,  OREGON  97381 

FEATURING 

THE  FINEST  OF 

TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 
QUALITY  RHIZOMES 

Incomparable  Iris  catalog  in  color 

Free  with  your  first  order 

of  the  season 

and  to  our  recent  customers 

of  Barb  Gibson 

13253  McKeighan  Road 
Chesaning,  Ml  48616 

SPECIALIZING  IN 

MDBs  and  MTBs 

Also  offering  all  other  bearded 
classes  and  Siberians  at 
reasonable  prices. 

or 

Send  $3,00  for  the  catalog, 
then  deduct  it  from 
your  first  catalog  order. 

Please  send  1st  class  stamp 
for  descriptive  price  list. 

COTTAGE  GARDENS 

Featuring  introductions  of 

Bob  Brown,  Jim  Begley,  Larry 
Lauer,  Joanne  Loop,  Jim  McWhirter, 
Virginia  Messick  and  Vernon  Wood. 

Please  send  for  Free  Catalog 
of  Tall  Bearded  and  Median  Irises. 

11314  Randolph  Road 
Wilton,  CA  95693 
916/682-6134 

D.  and ).  GARDENS 

7872  Howell  Prairie  Road,  N.E. 

Silverton,  OR  97381 

introductions  of  Joyce 
and  Duane  Meek 

See  our  ad  in  the  April  Bulletin 

Send  two  stamps  for  catalog 

DAVID  IRIS  FARM 

Rt,  1 ,  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa  5050 1 

Northern  Grown  Iris 

Newer  &  older  varieties — reasonable  prices 

TB— BB— IB— SDB— MTB— MDB 

Send  first  class  stamp  for  list 

SDB  Specials 

IRIS  and  COLLECTABLES 
Jim  and  Vicki  Craig 

16325  S.W.  113  Ave  .  Tigard,  OR  97224 
Tetraploids 

MTB— IB— BB— TB 

Send  first  class  stamp  for 
descriptive  price  list 

Eight  MitelliP 
Grove  Gardens  “ 

Specializing  in  TB  Iris 
&  Daylilies 
Introductions  of 

Tim  Stanek 

$1,00  for  list  (refundable  w/order) 

P.O.  Box  7225 
Omaha,  NE  68107 

C.  CriscoIa 

Iris  GarcIen 

Rt.  2,  Box  183 

Walla  Walla,  WA  99362 
(509)  525-4841 

TB,  SDB,  IB,  BB 

Send  two  stamps  for  price  list 
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GARDEN  of  the 
ENCHANTED  RAINBOW 

REASONABLE  Prices 
Best  of  the  OLD. 

Many  NEW  ones. 
REBLOOMERS. 

Some  MEDIANS. 

Indication  of  excellent  garden  growers. 
Also  indication  of  a  reblooming  season  for 
reblooming  varieties. 

Catalog  $1.00  -  Refundable 

Jordan  A.  &  Bernice  M.  Miller 

Rt.  4,  Box  439B,  Killen,  Alabama  35645 


EVERGREEN 

GARDEN  PLANTS 
LABELS  ■ 


1.  Durable  Steel 


Class  Stamp 
for  Brochure  to: 


P.  O.  BOX  922  I _ 

CEOVEKDALE.  CA  95425 


PERENNIALS 


Extensive  list  of  top-quality  nursery 
propagated  northern  grown  perennials 
for  the  fine  and  unique  gardener. 


Featuring  exclusively 
McEwen  Siberian  Iris 


Informative  catalog  $1 .50 


FIELDSTONE  GARDENS,  INC. 


620  Quaker  Lane  Vassalboro,  Me  04989-9713 


STOCK  REDUCTION 


Specialists  in  Japanese  Iris.  Catalog  of 
descriptions  with  culture  page  $2.00. 

9823  E.  Michigan  Ave. 
Galesburg,  Mich.  49053 


HAHN  S  RAINBOW 
IRIS  GARDEN 

200  N.  School 
Desloge,  MO  63601 

Reasonable  prices.  Lots  of  old  and  new 
TBs.  Also  Daylilies.  Catalog  $1.00  (de¬ 
ductible  from  your  first  order) 


of  1960  and  earlier  iris 

Many  Dykes 

-  $2.00  each  +  postage  - 

Send  SASE  for  List 


Appliqued  or  Painted  Iris 

Sweatshirts  -  Flags  -  Tote  Bags  -  Misc. 
Send  SASE  for  List 

FOXES’  IRIS  PATCH 

R.R.  5,  Box  382  Huron,  S.D.  57350 
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HILDENBRANDT'S 

and 

PRAIRIE  PROMISE 
IRIS  GARDENS 

HC  84,  Box  4  —  Lexington,  NE  68850 

Catalog  for  two  first  class  stamps. 
Featuring  introductions  of  Mrs.  B.  Wolff 
and  listing  1,000  varieties  of  SDB,  IB, 
BB,  AB  and  TB  Irises. 

Also  Peonies  and  Hostas. 


Hill  &  Hollow 
Gardens 

249  Coffee  Rd-Petersburg,  TN  37144 
A  selection  of  older  and  reblooming  irises 
-  Catalog  on  request  - 


fILLINI  IRIS 

D.  STEVE  VARNER 
N.  State  St.  Rd. 
Route  3,  Box  5 
Monticello,  IL  61856 
Phone  21 7-762-3446 
Hybridizer  and  Grower 
TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  and 
Siberian  Irises 
Tetraploid  Memerocallis 

Lilacs  and  Peonies  for  pickup  from 
nursery  only 

Please  send  $1 .00  for  descriptive 
price  list. 


J  &  L  IRIS 

2640  N.  Bluff  -  Wichita,  KS  67220 
Specializing  in  Miniature  and 
Standard  Dwarf  Bearded  Irises 
Catalogue  available  for  a 
stamped,  self-addressed  envelope 

Jim  Fry 


KEITH  KEPPEL 

P.0,  Box  8173 

Stockton,  CA  95208 

Specializing  in  the  newest 

tall  beardeds  and  medians 

1992 

Introductions  Of 
•  Joe  Gatty 

•  Keith  Keppel 

July  Shipment 

Send  $1.00,  Deductible 
from  First  Order,  for 
Catalogue  with  Pedigrees 


Knee-Deep  in  June 

708  N.  10th  St. 

St.  Joseph,  MO  64501 

Mitch  Jameson  —  Reggie  Edelman 

A  selection  of  fine  bearded  Iris 
Catalog  —  $1.00  —  Deductible 


THE  IRIS  POND 

TB  •  IB  •  MTB  •  SDB  •  Rebloomers 
Siberian  *  JA  •  Species 
Send  $1 .00  for  list 

CLARENCE  MAHAN 

731 1  Churchill  Rd.,  McLean,  VA  22101 


IRIS  TEST  GARDENS 

1010  Highland  Park  Drive 
College  Place,  WA  99324 

Home  of  exotic  and  exclusive  double  rimmers. 

Catalog  50<: 


Iris  and  Daylily  Hybrids 

LAST  SCENT  FARM 

RO  Box  100 
Newcastle,  OK  73065 

Catalog  —  $1.00 

Chris  Vizvarie 
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LAURIE'S  GARDEN 

Lorena  M.  Reid 


LOUISIANA  NURSERY 

Ken,  Belle,  Albert  and  Dalton  Durio 


Japanese  and  Siberian  Irises 

Cal-Sibes,  Evansia,  Water  Irises, 
other  beardless  species  &  hybrids 
Domestic  only 

List  in  Spring  for  1st  class  stamp 

41886  McKenzie  Hwy. 
Springfield,  OR  97478 

Little  Valley  Ranch 

9087  Steele  Canyon  Rd 
Napa,  CA  94558 


CHOICE 

LOUISIANA  IRISES 

TETRAPLOID  AND  DIPLOID 

Our  new  75-page  Louisiana  Iris  and 
Daylily  catalog  is  available  for  $3.00 
per  copy-— deductible  from  your  first 
catalog  order.  It  describes  over  1000 
of  the  most  advanced  tetraploid  and 
diploid  daylilies  and  Louisiana  irises 
available  anywhere.  It  also  lists  over 
100  hard  to  find  bulbs  and  related 
plants.  Cultural  instructions  in¬ 
cluded. 


TB  Irises  at  reasonable  prices. 

Send  stamp  for  descriptive  price  list. 


GAR  DEN  S 

P.O.  Box  19;  Boulder,  CO  80306 
Since  1905 

Iris  from  the  "Top  of  the  World 


RT.  7  BOX  43 

OPELOUSAS,  LOUISIANA  70570 


M.  A.  D.  GARDEN 

Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  introductions  only 

4828  Jella  Way 
North  Highlands,  CA  95660 

See  our  ad  in  April  Bulletin 


MANCHESTER  GARDEN 

614  Nandale  Ln.  Manchester,  MO  63021 
Irises  •  Daylilies  •  Peonies 
Introductions  of  Ann  Probst 
Many  varieties — bearded  and  beardless 
Historic  to  recent  introductions 
Catalog  on  request 


Listing  the  newest  in  Tall  Bearded  and 
Median  irises  with  descriptions. 


Featuring  Iris  from:  Magee, 
Durrance,  Hoage,  Lyons, 
Jorgensen,  and  others 


LORRAINE'S 
IRIS  PATCH 

2026  Rd  11  N.W. 
Quincy,  WA  98848 
Dykes  and  many  older  Iris  at 
most  reasonable  prices. 

Price  list  on  request 


Hardy  irises  from  northern  Nebraska” 

MAPLE  TREE  GARDENS 

Larry  L.  Harder 
P.O.Box  547 

ky  yil)  Ponca,  Nebraska  68770 


VW 


u 


Send  500  for  catalog 


113 


Beautiful 

MARISUE  IRIS  GARDENS 

386  Dorothy  Drive 
Plainwell,  Ml  49080 
Ph.  616/685-1459 

Over  300  select  varieties  of  hardy  tall 
bearded  at  competitive  prices.  All 
stock  licensed  and  inspected  by 
Mich.  Dept,  of  Agriculture. 

For  current  catalogue,  send  $1.00  for 
postage  and  handling. 

cTWafyott’s 

Qatdeqs 

You  are  cordially  invited  to 
visit  our  one  acre  display 
garden  during  bloom  season. 
Call  for  information. 


MELROSE  GARDENS 

309  Best  Road  South 
Stockton,  CA  95215 

$1.00  for  our  THIRD  ANNUAL 
FAREWELL  CATALOG  in  COLOR 
listing  only  our  TALL  BEARDED  and 
REBLOOMING  IRIS 
INTRODUCTIONS  for  1992  and 
three  previous  years.  See  our  ads  in 
the  January  and  April  Bulletins. 

Ben  R.  Hager  and  Sid  DuBose 


COLOR 

CATALOG 

Medians  •  Tall  Bearded 
$2.00  on  request 
Foreign  ($4.00) 


1073  BIRD  AVE. 
SAN  JOSE,  CA  95125 
(408)  971-0444 


The  Arilbred 
Specialists 


Catalog  $ 1.00 


Refunded  on  First  Order 


Mid-America 
Gardens 

of  Paul  Black 


3409  N.  Geraldine 
Oklahoma  City,  OK. 
73112 


fRiUer’0  Manor 


McAllister's  iris  Gardens 

P.0 .  Box  112 
Fairacres,  NM  88033 


COPY  DEADLINES 

January  issue . Oct.  15 

April  issue  ........  Jan.  15 

July  issue . Apr.  15 

October  issue  .....  July  15 


(SarbenH 


Roger  and  Lynda  Miller 

3167  E.  U.5.  224 
Ossian,  IN  46777 

MDBs,  Medians 
TBs,  Siberians 
Newest  irises  at  affordable  prices 


n 


Send  stamp  for  catalog 
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MOONSHINE 

GARDENS 

of 

Monty  Byers/Bill  Gibbs 
P.O.  Box  367 
Potter  Valley,  CA  95469 

Specializing  in  space  agers  and 
rebloomers.  An  extensive  listing 
of  many  of  the  latest  and  best  TB, 
BB,  MTB,  IB,  SDB  and  MDB 
irises. 

You'll  like  the  varietal  informa - 
tion  and  the  prices  in  our  cata¬ 
log .  It's  free! 

NEWBURN’S 
IRIS  GARDENS 


NORTH  FORTY  PERENNIALS 

Jared  Harris 
3088  S.  Hwy.  89-91 
College  Ward,  Utah  84321 

Growing  and  cold-testing  TB  varieties  yearly. 
Open  to  public  during  bloom  season. 

List  $1.00  refunded  with  order 


OHIO  GARDENS 

102  Laramie  Road 
Marietta,  OH  45750 

Featuring  MTBs  of 
Mary  Louise  Dunderman 
and  W.  Terry  Varner 

Large  selection  of  MTBs 
Catalog  filled 
with  many  helpful  hints 
Send  $1.00  for  catalog 


WEATHER  RESISTANT 
METAL  MARKERS 


1415  Meadow  Dale  Drive 
Lincoln,  NE  68505 

Growing  over  1,000  varieties  of  tall 
bearded  irises. 

Some  new  and  many  older  irises  at  rea¬ 
sonable  prices. 

Price  List  on  Request 


NICHOLLS  GARDENS 

Japanese 
Rebloomers 
Siherian-Species 
MDB-Median  -  TB 


4724  Angus  Dr.,  Gainesville,  VA  22065 
Catalog  $1.00  refundable 


For  identification 
of  your 
flowers  &  vegetables 


Designed  and  in  use  for 
over  20  years  at  Grace 
Gardens  in  Baraboo,  Wl, 
these  weather  resistant 
markers  feature  9  gauge 
galvanized  wire  with 
aluminum  tags.  Place 
name  on  tag  with  Dymo 
type  tape. 


SABLE 


\ 


Pkg.  20  markers  only  $9.00 
or  SAVE 

Pkg.  50  markers  just  $20.00 
kAdd  $3.00  for  shipping  and  handling 


OLIVER  HOUSE 

Rt.  2,  Box  165  Granton,  Wl  54436 
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PEDERSON'S  IRIS  PATCH 

Sibley,  Dazey 
North  Dakota  58429 


RIALTO  GARDENS 

John  Weiler 

1146  W.  Rialto 
Fresno,  CA  93705 


Iris  Capitol 
of  North  Dakota 

Quality  Rhizomes 
at  Competitive  Prices 


DISTINCTIVE  WEILER  IRIS 
Our  Own  Tall  Bearded 
And  Reblooming  SDB 

& 

Full  Line  of  Rebloomers 
TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB 


Please  send  stamp  for  price  list 


List  on  Request 


PLEASURE  IRIS  GARDENS 

of 

Mrs.  Henry  ( Luella )  Danielson 
425  East  Luna 

Chaparral,  New  Mexico  88021 

I  will  be  introducing  irises  for  the  late 
Henry  Danielson 

ARIL  and  ARILBRED  IRISES 
Since  1941 
See  our  ad  in  the 
January  Bulletin. 

Catalog  —  $1.00 


Growing  over  1,370  varieties. 
Specializing  in  TBs  of  recent 
introduction.  Cold  hardy  stock. 


RIVERDALE 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Quality  Dwarf  and 
Median  Irises 
MTB  Introductions 
of  Kenneth  Fisher 

Tracy  W.  Jennings 
P.0.  Box  524 
Rockford,  MN  55373 

$1.00  for  catalog,  deductible  from  first  order 


81 95  Bradshaw  Road,  Sacramento,  CA  95829 
Phone:(916)689-7460 

^Bearded/- 


Send  $2.00  for  color  catalog 

(Deductible  from  1st  order) 

Our  72  page  catalog  features 
a  color  photo  of  every  flower 
we  offer. 


Send  $2.00  for  descriptive  (non¬ 
color)  catalog.  (Deductible  from 
first  order). 

114  Miller  Circle 
Granite  Falls,  MN  56241 
Phone:  (612)  564-4406 
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RODERICK 

IRIS  &  DAYLILY  GARDEN 

Route  2,  Box  2199 
Farmington,  MO  63640 
Featuring  Roderick  and  Stevens  irises 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  price  list 
(Please  note  new  address) 

ffchlielelt  this  Cj aliens 

SINCE  1935 

R.F.D.,  MURDOCK,  NEBRASKA  68407 

Collection  of  all  Dykes  available 
Send  self-addressed  stamped 
for  price  list 


3629  Quinaby  Road,  Salem,  Oregon  97303 


Fine  Irises  for  discerning  collectors. 


GROWERS  -  HYBRIDIZERS  - 
ORIGINATORS 

America’s  Finest  Iris  Catalog,  accurate 
color  illustrations,  a  treasure  trove  of 
information. 

$3.00  (Deductible  from  1st  order) 


3342  IV.  Orangewood 
Phoenix ,  AZ  85051 


BEARDEDLOUISIANASPUEIA 

Featuring  introductions  of 
Don  Shepard 
Bernard  Hamner 
Floyd  Wickenkamp 
Charles  Jenkins 
Beverly  Dopke 

GUARANTEED  QUALITY— 1000  Choices 
Send  1st  class  stamp  for  catalog 


SOLO 

IRIS  GARDENS 

RO.  Box  210 
Solo,  MO  65564 


SINGING  HILLS  FARM 

7232  S.  Garrison  CL 
Littleton,  Colorado  80123 

Beautiful  Iris  for  Distinctive  Homes 


Add  beautiful  iris  to  your  landscape 
Write  for  your  FREE  copy  of  our  1992 
Iris  catalog.  Catalog  will  bemailedafter 
March  10th.  We  guarantee  all  our  plants 


Growers  of  Tall  Bearded  Irises 
(Outstanding  in  our  field) 
Large  selection 

Send  01.00  for  catalog 
Deductible  from  first  order 


SPANISH  FORK  IRIS  GARDENS 

Darlene  Pinegar 
40  South  200  West 
Spanish  Fork,  Utah  84660 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  descriptive  list 
of  TB,  Median  and  Arilbred  irises. 


SPRUCE  GARDENS 

RR  #2  Box  101 
Wisner  NE  68791 
800+  choice  newer  tall  bearded  irises 


to  grow. 
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400  Tall  Bearded 
Varieties 

Descriptive 
Catalog 
$1.00 

SUNSET 

SRiS  GARDEN 

269  SUNSET  RD.  S.  W. 
ALBUQUERQUE,  NEW  MEXICO 
87105 


■S.'fl'STjjv 

CO  THIS  DARDENS 

2536  Old  Highway 
Cathey’s  Valley,  CA  95306 

“California-quality”  stock 
at  very  reasonable  prices 

Most  bearded  classes  including 
rebloomers,  histories,  and 
arilbreds 


Sara  Doonan,  Master  Gardener 


16592  Rood  206 
Porterville,  CA  93257 


Catalog  $1.00,  refunded  with  order  j 


Send  two  first-class  stamps  for 
descriptive  catalog 


URANIUM 

COUNTRY  GARDENS 

728-1675  Road 
Delta,  CO  81416 

NEWEST  VARIETIES  AND 
CLASSICS  INCLUDING 
DYKES  MEDAL  WINNERS 

Reasonable  prices.  List  50<t 


PLANT  MARKERS 

A  unique  and  attractive  tag.  All 
metal  and  long  lasting.  Permanent 
and  economical. 


THE  WILD 
MOUNTAIN  THYME 

486  Skiff  St. 

North  Haven,  CT  06473 


Perfect  for  Iris 

Send  self -addressed  stamped 
envelope  for  description,  price  list 
and  picture. 

F.  R.  (JNRUH 

37  Oaknoll  Road 
Wilmington,  Delaware  19808 
(302)  944-2328 


Tali  Bearded,  Arilbred,  Siberian, 
Japanese,  &  Species  Irises 
Write  for  catalog 
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TB’S  PLACE 

1513  Ernie  Lane 
Grand  Prairie,  TX  75052 


& 


LLEY 

ARDENS 


4896  Granada  Lane 
Linden,  CA  95236 


300  TB’s,  BB’s  and  Rebloomers 

Plus 


Texas  tails,  Texas  tough 
Rhizomes  you  would  be  proud  of . 


100  of  the  best  for  less 

Send  50c  in  Stamps  for 
Descriptive  Catalog  (Refundable). 


YORK  HILL  FARM 


Bearded  &  Beardless 
Iris  Designs 


DISTINCTIVE  PERENNIALS 
(&>  QUALITY  IRISES 


Specializing  In. 

JAPANESE  &  SIBERIAN  IRISES. 
UNCOMMON  HOSTAS,  DAYUUES 
and  HERITAGE  ROSES 


Descriptive 

Catalog 

$1.00 

Simply  the 
Best"  Cultivars} 


271  N.HAVERH1LL  RD. 
KENSINGTON,  N.  H.  03833 


WEARABLE 
IRIS  ART 

Shirts,  Totes,  Transfers,  Etc. 
CLUB  NAME  OR  LOGO 

Special  designs  considered 

SASE  for  INFO: 

Donna  Aldridge 
Aldridge  Studios 
7503  W.  54  Terr . 

Overland  Park  KS  66202 


IU  S  thipnwniM  only) 


BULLETIN  ADVERTISING  RATES 


COMMERCIAL  DIRECTORY  (Four  Issues) 


One  inch 

$  37.50 

Two-inch 

$  50.00 

Three-inch 

$  62.50 

DISPLAY  ADVERTISING  (Single  Issue) 

One-inch 

$  30.00 

Two-thirds  page 

$  90.00 

One-quarter  page 

$  40.00 

Three-fourths  page 

$100.00 

One-third  page 

$  50.00 

Full  page 

$120.00 

One-half  page 

$  70.00 

Full  page,  color  $240.00  plus  color  separations 

Cover  ads  $240.00  plus  color  separations 

All  advertising  copy  and  photographs,  except  color  which  requires  individual 
arrangements,  must  be  received  by  the  Advertising  Editor  by  April  15  (July 
Issue),  July  15  (October  Issue),  October  15  (January  issue)  and  January  15 
(April  Issue). 

Send  advertising  copy  and  check  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society  to: 

Ms.  Kay  Nelson,  Advertising  Editor 
P.O.  Box  37613  Omaha,  NE  68137 
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REGIONS  AND  REGIONAL  VICE  PRESIDENTS 


1 —  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island:  Mrs.  Maurice  B.  Pope,  Jr,  39  Highland  Avenue,  Gorham, 
ME  04038 

2  —  New  York:  Carl  M.  O’Shea,  Route  4,  Box  461 ,  Reservoir  Road,  Clinton, 

NY  13323 

3  —  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware:  Larry  Westfall,  673  W.  Boot  Road,  Down- 

ingtown,  PA  19335 

4  —  Maryland,  District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and  North  Car¬ 

olina:  Mrs.  Andrew  C.  Warner,  16815  Falls  Road,  Upperco,  MD  21155 

5  —  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida  and  Puerto  Rico:  Mrs.  A.  D.  Wilder,  802 

Camellia  Drive,  Anderson,  SC  29621 

6  —  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan:  Mrs.  Anthony  Willott,  26231  Shaker  Blvd., 

Beechwood,  OH  44122 

7  —  Tennessee  and  Kentucky:  Mrs.  Donald  R.  King,  1017  Scramblers 

Knob,  Franklin,  TN  37064 

8  —  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin:  Dr.  Norman  Frisch,  3565  Bambi  Lane,  Os¬ 

hkosh,  Wl,  54904 

9 —  Illinois:  C.  J.  Simon,  10  S.  122  Lorraine  Drive,  Hinsdale,  IL  60521 

10  — Louisiana:  Albert  W.  Ernst,  214  Birch  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70506 

11  — Idaho,  Montana  and  Wyoming:  Carryl  Meyer,  2532  Highwood  Drive, 

Missoula,  MT  59803 

12 — Utah:  Mrs.  Willard  Done,  1605  South,  800  East,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT 
84105 

13  — Washington,  Oregon  and  Alaska:  Lyle  Fort,  2157  Hoxie,  Richland,  WA 

99352  " 

14  — Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Hawaii:  Bryce  Williamson,  P.O.  Box 

972,  Campbell,  CA  95009 

1 5  —  Southern  California  and  Arizona:  Mrs.  D.  L.  Shepard,  3342  W.  Orange- 

wood,  Phoenix,  AZ  85051 

1 6  —  Canada:  Gloria  McMillen,  R.R.  #1 ,  Norwich,  Ontario,  Canada  N0J  IPO. 

17  — Texas:  Jim  Keefe,  2100  Tarleton,  Midland,  TX  79707 

18  —  Kansas  and  Missouri:  Riley  Probst,  418  N.  Van  Buren,  St.  Louis,  MO 

63122 

19  —  New  Jersey  and  Staten  Island:  Nancy  Szmuriga,  444  S.  5th  Ave., 

Highland  Park,  NJ  08904 

20  — Colorado:  David  G.  Miller,  14425  West  48th  Ave.,  Golden,  CO  80401 

21  — Iowa,  Nebraska,  South  Dakota  and  North  Dakota:  Opal  Wulf,  7172  S. 

70th  Street,  Route  9,  Lincoln,  NE  68516 

22  — Arkansas  and  Oklahoma:  Paul  W.  Gossett,  4107  E.  2nd  Place,  Tulsa, 

OK  74112 

23  —  New  Mexico:  Doug  Goodnight,  1 005  Gamblin  Lane,  Hobbs,  NM  88240 

24  — Alabama  and  Mississippi:  T.  A.  Gilliam,  2022  Rodgers  Dr.  NE,  Hunts¬ 

ville,  AL  3581 1 
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See  our  ad  in  the  April  Bulletin 
for  other  1992  introductions. 

MELROSE  GARDENS 

309  Best  Road  South 

Stockton,  California  95215 


Our  1992  introduction  named  to  honor  one 
of  the  GREAT  iris  hybridizers. 


MELBA  HAMBLEN  (Hager  ’92)  $35.00 


ENJOY 


(Photo  by  Manley  Osborne) 


PEACE  AND  HARMONY 


(GHIO  ’92)  $35.00 
Order  direct  or  send  $1.50  for  catalog. 


BAY  VIEW  GARDENS 

1201  Bay  Street  Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060 
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From  the  Desk 
of  the 
President 

Kenneth  Waite 


The  emphasis  this  year  on  the  five  hundredth  anniversary  of  Columbus’ 
discovery  of  the  Americas  for  Europeans  brings  to  mind  a  parallel  of  Colum¬ 
bus  and  iris  hybridizers.  Each  had  a  definite  goal  in  mind.  Along  the  way  to 
that  goal  many  side  discoveries  and  benefits  have  happened.  In  the  iris  world 
new  colors,  forms,  etc.  have  come  about.  So,  hybridizers,  “Sail  on  to  new 
horizons  for  the  enjoyment  of  and  benefits  to  all  gardeners  and  hor¬ 
ticulturists.”  The  results  of  your  missions  are  appreciated. 

A  new  Garden  Awards  Structure  was  approved  at  the  1991  fall  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Directors.  The  changes  were  announced  in  the  minutes  of  the 
meeting  found  in  the  January  1992  AIS  Bulletin.  The  new  system  will  be 
effective  in  1993.  Registered  and  introduced  species  and  inter-species  will  be 
phased  in  on  the  Judges  Awards  Ballot  simultaneously  with  the  other 
changes. 

The  omissions  in  the  1991  awards  report  are  published  in  this  issue.  It  is 
suggested  a  notation  pertaining  to  this  revised  list  be  made  in  your  Bulletin 
#283,  October  1991 . 1  regret  the  inconvenience  this  caused  the  membership 
of  the  society. 

Participation  of  clubs  and  individuals  in  the  Membership  Contest  is  encour¬ 
aged.  There  are  separate  awards  for  clubs  and  individuals.  The  new  Chair¬ 
man  of  this  committee  is:  Clarence  Mahan,  7311  Churchill  Road,  McLean,  VA 
22101. 

Please  report  all  recruitments  to  him  so  credit  may  be  given  the  deserving 
workers.  Many  have  gone  unreported  in  the  past. 

Very  soon  the  1992  American  Iris  Society  will  be  convening  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  As  “Region  Five  Comes  Alive  in  ’92”  we  anticipate  a  really  great 
convention  in  the  heartland  of  Dixie.  The  committee  has  worked  hard  and 
long  to  make  this  a  memorable  event.  Many  interesting  optional  tours  have 
been  instigated  for  the  enjoyment  of  non-iris  family  members  as  well  as  those 
without  commitments  on  the  first  day.  What  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  make 
this  a  family  vacation!  We  all  look  forward  to  the  fellowship  of  iris  friends  and 
the  joys  of  the  genus  Iris  in  bloom. 

It  is  well  into  a  new  year  and  surely  many  of  the  New  Year’s  resolutions  are  of 
the  past.  It  is  certain  none  of  the  broken  vows  have  concerned  irises.  All  of  the 
commitments  to  the  iris  patch  are  now  compensating  your  efforts  as  bloom 
season  erupts.  May  you  be  granted  the  bloomingest  season  of  all  time! 
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RAINBOW  S  END 

OREGON  '94 
Request  for  Guest  Irises 

The  Greater  Portland  Iris  Society  will  host  the  1994  American  Iris  Society  in 
Portland,  Oregon  and  invites  hybridizers  to  send  guest  rhizomes  of  recent 
introductions  and  seedlings  of  bearded  irises  under  consideration  for  intro¬ 
duction. 

When  sending  guest  irises,  please  observe  the  following  guidelines: 

1 .  A  maximum  of  40  varieties  from  each  contributor  will  be  accepted. 

2.  Up  to  three  rhizomes  of  each  variety  will  be  accepted. 

3.  The  guest  irises  will  be  accepted  from  August  1  to  September  1 5, 1 992. 

4.  All  official  guest  irises  must  be  shipped  to: 

Ray  &  David  Schreiner 
1994  Co-Guest  Iris  Chairmen 
3625  Quinaby  Road  NE 
Salem,  Oregon  97303 
(503)  393-3232 

5.  The  name  of  the  variety  or  seedling  number  should  be  clearly  marked 
on  each  rhizome.  In  addition,  the  following  information  should  accom¬ 
pany  each  plant  on  a  SEPARATE  PACKING  LIST  containing  the  contrib¬ 
utor’s  address: 

A.  Hybridizer’s  Name 

B.  Name  or  seedling  number  of  the  variety 

C.  Type  of  Iris:  i.e.  TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  etc. 

D.  Height  and  Color 

E.  Year  of  Introduction  (if  introduced) 

6.  When  guest  seedlings  are  named,  it  will  be  the  responsibility  of  the 
hybridizer  to  notify  the  Guest  Chairmen  not  later  than  December  1 , 
1993. 

7.  A  receipt  will  be  mailed  to  all  contributors.  Shortly  before  the  convention, 
contributors  will  be  asked  for  instructions  regarding  the  disposition  of 
the  plants.  Failure  to  reply  by  June  15,  1994,  will  be  interpreted  as 
permission  to  destroy  all  stock.  All  official  guest  plants  which  are  to  be 
returned  will  be  shipped  postpaid,  except  to  foreign  addresses. 

8.  The  Convention  Committee  and  the  owners  of  tour  gardens  will  follow 
the  statement  of  the  code  of  ethics  as  printed  in  the  AIS  Convention 
Handbook. 

9.  The  Guest  Iris  Committee  will  not  be  responsible  for  losses  beyond  its 
control,  and  only  rhizomes  received  through  the  Guest  Iris  Chairmen  will 
be  listed  in  the  Convention  Handbook. 
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1991  AWARDS— CORRECTED  LIST 


The  following  report  reflects  the  changes  in  the  1991  awards  list  from  that 
which  was  printed  in  October  Bulletin.  Those  varieties  appearing  in  all  capital 
letters  are  the  ones  which  were  not  reported  for  the  first  listing. 


AWARD  OF  MERIT- 

INTERMEDIATES 

VOTES 

106  Maui  Moonlight  (T.  Aitken) 

88  Ask  Alma  (C.  Lankow) 

55  DOLL  (K.  Keppel) 

53  Baby  Blue  Marine  (D.  Denney) 

HONORABLE  MENTION 

Tall  Bearded 

105  Raspberry  Fudge  (K.  Keppel) 
102  Rosette  Wine  (Schreiners) 

78  Before  the  Storm  (S.  Innerst) 

70  Thornbird  (M.  Byers) 

67  Gyro  (T.  Aitken) 

50  TENNISON  RIDGE  (Begley/ 
McWhirter) 

48  Conjuration  (M.  Byers) 

48  GUADALAJARA  (J.  Ghio) 

46  HOLLYWOOD  BLONDE  (J 

Gatty) 

44  HALO  IN  ORANGE  (D 

Niswonger) 

41  Crystal  Dreams  (H.  Shockey) 

41  INTO  THE  NIGHT  (Schreiners) 
41  POLAR  SEAS  (K.  Keppel) 

40  SPICED  CIDER  (Sexton/Black) 
39  Dear  Dorothy  (E.  Roderick) 

39  OKLAHOMA  CRUDE  (P 
Black) 

38  KUNIKO  (J.  Gatty) 

37  Bubble  Up  (J.  Ghio) 

36  America’s  Cup  (J.  McWhirter) 
35  Fort  Bragg  (D.  Denney) 

35  TROPICAL  FRUIT  (P  Black) 

34  HALO  IN  YELLOW  (D 

Niswonger) 

33  GOOD  SHOW  (B.  Hager) 


33  LEMON  FEVER  (Maryott's 
Garden) 

32  Betty  Francis  (C.  Mahan) 

32  Goodbye  Heart  (Schreiners) 

32  OUTRAGEOUS  FORTUNE 

(Schreiners) 

32  PURE  AS  THE  (S.  Innerst) 

31  TINTED  CRYSTAL  (B.  Hager) 

30  SMART  ALECK  (J.  Gatty) 

29  POINT  IN  TIME  (S.  Innerst) 

28  Bohemian  (Schreiners) 

28  JUNGLE  PRINCESS  (T 

Aitken) 

28  KISSING  CIRCLE  (S.  Stevens) 
28  PROM  NIGHT  (Schreiners) 

28  SULTRY  MOOD  (Schreiners) 
28  ROYAL  ELEGANCE  (J  Gatty) 

27  ANNA  GLITSCH  (H.  Nichols) 
26  Femme  Fatale  (J.  Gatty) 

26  MOTHER  EARTH  (B.  Hager) 
25  Elizabeth  Marrison  (H.  Nichols) 

UF11  Standard  Dwarf 

Siberians 

72  Liberty  Hills  (A.  Miller) 

31  Springs  Brook  (B.  Warburton) 

28  Snowy  Mountain  (D.  Johnson) 

27  Contrast  in  Styles  (R. 
Hollingworth) 

27  Dianne’s  Daughter  (C. 

McEwen) 

24  Oueen’s  Gambit  (D.  Johnson) 
23  White  Triangles  (B.  Warburton) 
21  lllini  Purple  Pepper  (S.  Varner) 
19  Baby  Sister  (C.  McEwen) 

1 7  lllini  Glory  (S.  Varner) 

17  Standing  Tall  (D.  Johnson) 

17  Tri  Blue  (D.  Johnson) 

16  ISABELLE  (B.  Warburton) 
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Japanese  Irises 

49  Kalamazoo  (Hazard/Bauer 
Coble) 

25  Sylvia’s  Masquerade  (Eddy/ 
Miller) 

22  Icy  Peaks  (A.  Vogt) 

21  Rose  Frappe  (A.  Miller) 

20  Geisha  Obi  (L.  Rich) 

16  Rose  World  (L.  Reid) 

15  Cascade  Spice  (L.  Reid) 

14  McKenzie  Sunset  (L.  Reid) 

13  Ebb  and  Flow  (Hirao/Hager) 

13  Katy  Mendez  (C.  McEwen) 

12  Wilderness  Snowball  (J.  Wood) 
10  MICHIO  (A.  Miller) 

10  Raspberry  Gem  (A.  Miller) 


Standard  Dwarf 

64  Serenity  Prayer  (P  Dyer) 

35  Bay  Ruffles  (B.  Warburton) 
31  Pumpkin  Center  (B.  Jones) 
27  Tu  Tu  Turquoise  (P  Black) 
22  Leprechaun’s  Eyelash  (C. 
Boswell) 

22  RIPPLE  CHIP  (T.  Aitken) 
20  Drambuie  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 
20  Patacake  (P.  Black) 


19  Little  Showoff  (E.  Hall) 

19  Wake  Up  (P  Black) 

18  Alley  Cat  (C.  Lankow) 

18  Chocolate  Cupcake  (R. 
Jeffries) 

18  Dusky  Thief  (H.  Nichols) 

18  JESSE  LEE  (C.  Lankow) 

16  Fruit  Salad  (L.  Miller) 

16  Hanky  (T.  Magee) 

16  My  Sheba  (B.  Hager) 

16  Shy  Violet  (B.  Jones) 

15  Cool  Melodrama  (H.  Nichols) 
15  Dorothy  Howard  (C.  Palmer) 
15  Jade  Jewels  (T.  Aitken) 

15  Lemon  Blossom  (T.  Magee) 
15  RUSTY  DUSTY  (B  Hager) 

15  Sass  With  Class  (P  Black) 

Louisiana 

16  Ashley  Michelle  (J. 
Mertzweiller) 

16  Voodoo  Magic  (H.  Rowlan) 

15  ALMERIA  (L.  Wolford) 

15  Waverly  Pink  (E.  Lineberger) 


ADDITIONAL  HC’s  1991 


Tall  Bearded 

VOTES 

5  F71-3  (Monty  Byers) 

5  3322-1  (Sterling  Innerst) 

5  3169-4  (Sterling  Innerst) 

6  3211-5  (Sterling  Innerst) 
5  88-20  (D.  C.  Nearpass) 


Japanese 

VOTES 

6  3044-1  (Sterling  Innerst) 

Miniature  Tall 

VOTES 

5  84  MT  11C  (Robert  Sobek) 

Louisiana 

VOTES 

5  87-LA-27  (Henry  Rowlan) 
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The  Board  of  Directors  voted  to  present  five  medals  for  1991.  Carol  Ramsey, 
Bernard  Hamner,  Lloyd  Zurbrigg,  Francesca  Thoolen,  and  James  Rasmus¬ 
sen  are  the  honored  persons.  Mrs,  Ramsey  received  the  Gold  Medal,  Hamner 
and  Zurbrigg  are  honored  for  their  hybridizing  work,  and  Mrs.  Thoolen  and 
Rasmussen  received  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal. 


CAROL  RAMSEY 
RECEIVES  AIS  GOLD  MEDAL 


The  Gold  Medal  is  the  highest  award  given  by  The  American  Iris  Society  To 
win  the  award,  one  must  have  given  extraordinary  service  to  the  society — 
service  beyond  that  done  by  the  many  other  dedicated  workers  in  the  society 
This  year,  Carol  Ramsey  of  Wichita,  Kansas,  is  honored. 

Carol  served  the  AIS  as  a  director,  as  secretary,  as  chairman  of  judges’ 
training,  and  as  membership  secretary.  She  was  involved  in  the  revision  of  the 
Handbook  for  Judges  and  Show  Officials;  held  many  offices  in  the  Median  Iris 
Society;  was  president  of  the  Median  Iris  Society;  was  a  member  of  the  1971 
Convention  Committee  for  the  Wichita  convention;  and  had  her  garden  on 
tour  for  that  convention. 

Although  Carol  performed  all  the  tasks  she  was  assigned  with  her  usual 
dedication,  she  was  even  more  valuable  to  the  society  because  of  her  knowl¬ 
edge  of  policies  of  the  society,  when  they  were  enacted,  and  her  knowledge 
of  the  needs  of  the  individual  regions  across  the  country  where  AIS  rules  were 
involved.  When  a  particular  proposal  seemed  to  be  perfect  on  the  surface, 
Carol  was  the  one  who  immediately  thought  of  the  hardships  it  might  create  in 
the  smaller  regions.  She  is  a  great  believer  in  following  the  rules,  but  she  is  fair- 
minded  enough  to  be  sure  the  rules  can  be  met  by  everyone. 

Carol  is  a  native  of  St.  Louis,  but  she  moved  to  Wichita  after  marrying 
Richard  Ramsey  in  1949.  For  a  time,  Carol  sold  real  estate,  then  she  did 
volunteer  work,  and  finally,  she  worked  in  the  emergency  department  at 
Wesley  Medical  Center. 

Carol  has  been  a  devoted  worker  for  AIS  for  many  years.  In  addition  to  her 
duties  in  some  of  the  most  time-consuming  jobs  in  the  society,  she  served  as 
an  instructor  at  many  judging  schools  and  as  an  advisor  to  many  officers. 

A  devoted  mother  to  her  two  children,  Carol  was  able  to  see  to  their  needs, 
enjoy  their  achievements,  maintain  her  home  and  garden,  and  still  give 
attention  to  AIS.  Because  she  did  more  for  the  society  than  most,  Carol 
Ramsey  has  earned  her  Gold  Medal. 
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Bernard  Hamner 


Anyone  who  has  visited  the  area  of  Perris,  California,  and  wanted  to  see 
irises  at  their  best  simply  had  to  visit  the  garden  of  Bernard  and  Celeste 
Hamner.  Robust  plants  featuring  irises  with  the  finest  attributes  to  be  found 
could  be  seen  in  their  garden.  Most  of  those  irises  were  the  result  of  the 
hybridizing  efforts  of  Bernard  Hamner.  Mr.  Hamner  spent  his  life  working  with 
growing  things,  and  when  he  turned  his  attention  to  irises,  he  wanted  them  to 
be  the  best  they  could  be. 

Irises  sometimes  do  not  perform  well  in  warm-winter  climates,  so  Mr. 
Hamner  set  out  to  introduce  varieties  which  would  defy  the  odds  and  be 
reliable  in  his  own  area.  Not  only  did  he  achieve  his  goal,  but  these  irises  also 
proved  to  be  good  performers  in  other  parts  of  the  country  as  well.  In  addition, 
they  have  proven  to  carry  the  genes  of  reblooming  traits  and  have  shown  up  in 
the  pedigree  of  many  of  the  most  reliable  reblooming  irises  of  the  day  even 
though  the  Hamner  program  was  not  aimed  at  producing  rebloomers. 

Mr.  Hamner’s  goal  was  not  to  win  awards,  but  to  produce  quality  plants  for 
the  enjoyment  of  himself  and  other  gardeners.  He  paid  particular  attention  to 
vigor,  beauty,  and  quality.  Many  judges  did  not  see  his  introductions  until  they 
had  been  on  the  market  for  a  few  years.  Nevertheless,  four  of  his  introductions 
earned  the  Award  of  Merit.  The  blended  bi-color  GYPSY  BELLE,  the  intense 
orange  ORANGE  EMPIRE,  the  pink  and  violet  blended  bi-color  HEATHER 
BLUSH,  and  the  flashy  bi-color  plicata  WILD  JASMINE  all  reached  that  level  of 
honor.  Many,  many  other  Hamner  introductions  are  of  the  same  high  quality, 
but  they  did  not  receive  the  award. 

Mr.  Hamner  has  introduced  irises  in  a  wide  array  of  colors,  and  each  of 
these  has  contributed  to  the  development  of  irises  by  other  hybridizers 
across  the  country.  The  genes  from  the  Hamner  irises  provide  the  qualities 
these  hybridizers  are  searching  for.  By  combining  the  lines  that  perform  well 
in  a  mild  winter  climate  with  those  from  other  climates,  these  hybridizers  have 
made  steps  toward  the  producing  of  the  iris  that  is  not  affected  by  the  climate 
differences.  Mr.  Hamner’s  work  laid  the  foundation  for  this  effort.  For  his  overall 
contributions  to  the  improvement  of  the  genius  iris,  Mr.  Bernard  Hamner  is 
awarded  the  Hybridizer’s  Medal  of  The  American  Iris  Society. 


Lloyd  A.  Zurbrigg 

Lloyd  was  born  the  third  son  to  Alvin  and  Margaret  Zurbrigg  in  August  of 
1925.  The  mother  loved  flowers,  and  all  the  family  were  musical.  The  little  town 
of  Listowel  (population  4,000)  is  located  in  the  middle  of  the  south-west 
peninsula  of  Ontario,  about  opposite  Saginaw,  Michigan. 

In  1938  Lloyd’s  mother  died,  and  he  came  even  more  strongly  under  the 
influence  of  his  pastor,  the  late  Alex  K.  Edmison,  whose  hobby  was  plant 
breeding.  Delphiniums  and  gladiolus  were  the  main  interest  then,  but  when 
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Mr.  Edmison  moved  to  Walkerton,  Ontario,  and  Lloyd  went  on  the  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Toronto.  Both  switched  to  the  iris,  independently! 

After  leaving  the  university,  where  he  took  degrees  in  arts,  music  and 
theology,  Lloyd  moved  to  Stratford  for  two  years.  Here  he  took  the  garden 
name,  Avonbank,  for  his  garden  was  bordering  on  that  stream.  Four  more 
years  were  spent  in  Kingston,  at  the  eastern  end  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  during 
this  time  he  served  as  RVP  for  Canada  (Region  16).  Mr.  Edmison  was  living 
retired  at  Brighton,  also  on  Lake  Ontario,  and  the  two  kept  close  touch. 

Then  came  a  period  of  four  years  at  Indiana  University.  Here  he  met  Dr. 
Raymond  Smith  of  the  speech  department,  one  of  only  two  AIS  members  in 
Bloomington  at  the  time.  At  a  slightly  earlier  period,  the  Kinsey  garden  had 
been  outstanding.  Dr.  Smith’s  main  interest  was  in  getting  rebloom  in  the  iris, 
and  this  greatly  renewed  Lloyd’s  interest  in  remontancy.  The  late  Earl  Roberts 
of  Indianapolis  opened  his  garden  to  Lloyd’s  seedlings,  and  Raymond  gave 
him  room  for  the  next  generation  in  his  garden,  so  the  breeding  lines  were 
kept  going  while  Lloyd  pursued  his  doctorate  in  music  education.  Trips  home 
to  Canada  often  found  him  visiting  the  late  Paul  Cook  in  Bluffton,  Indiana. 

In  1962  Lloyd  was  appointed  full  professor  of  music  at  Radford  College, 
(later  Radford  University),  in  Radford,  Virginia,  a  post  that  he  held  for  28  years. 
Retirement  came  in  July,  1990,  and  he  moved  to  Durham,  North  Carolina 
where  he  now  resides.  He  served  a  term  as  RVP  for  Region  4  from  1986  to 
1989,  a  period  showing  increased  growth  in  membership. 

In  July  of  1955  he  was  married  to  the  late  Margaret  Alexander  of  Kingston. 
In  June  of  1978  he  was  married  to  Juanita  (Nita)  Grossman.  A  son  and  a 
daughter  were  born  to  this  union.  The  son  died  shortly  after  birth,  but  the 
daughter,  Bethany,  is  now  ten  years  old.  Two  step-daughters,  Jennifer  and 
Amanda,  are  21  and  18.  All  three  girls  have  an  iris  namesake.  JENNIFER 
REBECCA  is  true  rose-pink,  AMANDA  ERIN  is  bright  apricot-orange,  and 
BETHANY  CLAIRE  is  a  blue.  All  rebloom! 


Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg 
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Francesca  Thoolen 


A  native  of  New  York  state,  raised  in  France,  Francesca  lived  on  the  east 
coast  and  was  a  French-English  secretary  for  the  French  Line,  New  York  City. 
In  1947  she  married  Sven  and  settled  in  California.  For  17  years  she  worked  at 
varied  duties  with  the  University  of  California  library  quitting  in  1964  to  be¬ 
come  a  full-time  home  maker.  She  and  her  husband  have  a  grown  daughter, 
Karla.  They  are  both  retired.  Since  1990  they  have  been  working  full-time 
restoring  their  house  and  property  after  a  minor  earthquake  and  major  leak 
damage  in  1987. 

Francesca  joined  AIS  in  July,  1963,  is  a  life  member  of  AIS,  DIS,  MIS,  SIGNA 
and  SPCNI.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  British  Iris  Society  and  the  Societe 
Francaise  des  Irises  et  Plantes  Bulbeuses  (The  French  Iris  Society).  She  is  an 
accredited  master  judge,  is  the  editor  for  the  SPCNI  2nd  and  3rd  Cumulative 
Checklists,  the  Aril  Society  Tridecennial  Index  and  is  currently  working  on  the 
SIGNA  Species  Checklist.  She  has  written  many  articles  for  the  Aril  Society 
Yearbook  and  the  Societe  Francaise  des  Iris  and  Plantes  Bulbeuses.  She  was 
the  AIS  representative  and  judge  at  the  1978,  Orleans,  France  iris  competition 
and  is  currently  a  director  for  the  Aril  Society. 

She  has  served  as  guest  iris  chairman  for  the  second  half  of  the  1968 
convention,  judge’s  training  chairman  for  Region  14,  robin  director  for  the  Aril 
Society,  vice-president  and  president  for  SPCNI,  treasurer  for  the  Mt.  Diablo 
Iris  Society,  Region  14,  SIGNA,  and  last  but  not  least,  was  treasurer  for  AIS  for 
6  years  during  which  time  the  funds  balance  went  from  $99,960  to  $172,554. 

Her  interests  are  numerous  and  varied,  but  of  those  which  are  iris-related, 
she  grows  mostly  tetraploid  oncogelias  and  pumilas.  She  started  growing  tall 
bearded  irises,  but  eventually  evolved  to  arils  and  aril-pums.  She  enjoys 
tracing  iris  pedigrees,  doing  embryo-culture  of  aril  seeds,  is  currently  learn¬ 
ing  to  count  chromosomes  under  the  microscope  and  is  working  on  fertile 
dwarf  aril-breds  and  aril-pums.  She  hopes  that  after  their  current  repair 
project  she  will  have  time  to  learn  colchicine  treatment  of  diploid  aril  species 
and  convert  them  into  tetraploids,  especially  li.  Urmiensis  and  auranitica. 

James  Rasmussen 

On  Mother’s  Day  1960,  Jim  Rasmussen  and  his  wife  Use  toured  a  show  of 
the  Hutchinson,  Kansas  Iris  Club  for  the  very  first  time.  They  had  their  two 
toddlers  in  tow.  Their  2-week  old  youngest  son  almost  disappeared  under  an 
armful  of  irises  with  which  the  exhibitors  had  presented  the  new  mother. 

Thus  began  Jim’s  interest  in  irises,  his  involvement  with  the  American  Iris 
Society,  and  his  almost  25  years  of  service  to  the  organization.  He  has  worked 
at  every  level,  through  local  clubs,  with  their  shows  and  their  sales,  and  in  a 
variety  of  offices  he  has  held  then  and  now.  He  was  active  in  Region  18, 
including  a  term  as  RVP  He  has  served  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  AIS,  as 
RVP  Counselor,  Section  Liaison,  and  as  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Policy 
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Committee.  As  Past  President  of  AIS  he  presently  is  Honorary  Awards  Chair¬ 
man.  Now  a  Master  Judge,  Jim  represented  the  American  Iris  Society  as  a 
judge  for  the  International  Iris  Competition  in  Florence,  Italy  in  1989. 

The  Rasmussen  garden  in  Wichita  is  attractively  landscaped  with  many 
annuals  and  perennials  which  include  several  hundred  cultivars  of  various 
types  of  irises.  Jim  graduated  from  Kansas  State  University  with  a  degree  in 
architecture  and  works  as  estimating  manager  for  a  major  construction 
company.  Away  from  work,  he  finds  irising  at  any  level  a  most  enjoyable 
pastime  and  can  always  be  found  convincing  others  of  its  joys  and  of  the 
rewards  of  belonging  to  the  American  Iris  Society. 


Francesca  Thoolen 


James  Rasmussen 
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INVITATION  TO  VISIT 
REGION  5  GARDENS 


AIS  members  traveling  by  car  to  and  from  the  national  convention  in  Atlanta 
this  year  are  invited  to  visit  some  gardens  not  included  on  the  convention  tour. 

In  the  Atlanta  area: 

Arthur  Beard  Garden,  580  Donna  Drive,  Smyrna,  GA,  tel.  404-423-1133 
Off  1-75  North: 

Barnsley  Gardens,  Barnsley  Gardens  Road,  Adairsville,  GA,  $6  admission 
fee,  404-773-7480 

For  more  information,  contact  Bob  Terpening,  Convention  Chairman 
In  the  Anderson,  SC  area:  (near  1-85) 

RVP  Ruth  Wilder’s  Garden,  802  Camellia  Drive,  Anderson,  803-224-6966 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Klatt’s  Garden,  220  S.  Willow  Place,  Anderson 
Allie  Mae  Cromer’s  Garden,  2510  Whitehall  Avenue,  Anderson 
Clemson  University  Botanical  Garden,  Clemson,  SC 
For  more  information,  contact  Ruth  Wilder,  RVP  Region  5 
In  the  Spartanburg,  SC  area:  (near  1-85  and  1-26) 

Everette  and  Ann  Lineberger’s  Garden,  2460  Compton  Bridge  Road,  In¬ 
man,  SC,  803-472-3339 

Steve  Smart’s  Garden,  1351  Chesnee  Highway,  Gaffney,  SC 
Marshal!  and  Pam  Goforth’s  Garden,  837  S.  Green  River  Road,  Gaffney 
For  more  information,  contact  Everette  Lineberger 
In  Saluda,  NC  (just  off  1-26  between  Spartanburg  and  Asheville) 

Walter  Hoover’s  Garden,  Charles  Street,  Saluda,  707-749-5846 
(Walter  can  also  give  information  about  gardens  in  Hendersonville,  NC) 
Gardens  may  be  visited  before  or  after  the  convention,  but  the  owners  may 
not  be  at  home. 


[EDITORS  TO  MEET  IN  ATLANTA ] 

Editors  of  AIS  Region  and  Section  newsletters,  bulletins,  or  other  publica¬ 
tions  are  invited  to  meet  with  Olive  Rice-Waters,  Public  Relations  Chairperson 
of  AIS  on  Tuesday  evening,  April  28  at  the  Atlanta  convention.  This  will  be  the 
first  time  such  a  meeting  has  been  held  and  is  the  result  of  a  suggestion  made 
by  presidents  of  AIS  Sections  last  year.  RVPs  and  Section  Presidents  are 
encouraged  to  have  their  groups  represented  by  their  editor  or  an  alternate. 
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1991  MEMBERSHIP 
CONTEST  RESULTS 

Jim  Fry  (Kansas) 

Again,  the  membership  contest  had  some  fierce  competition.  By  early 
November  there  was  no  clear  winner  among  the  Affiliates  or  the  individual 
members.  Then  a  rash  of  memberships  were  submitted.  An  increase  in  Life 
Membership  and  emphasis  on  triennial  membership  was  evident.  The  1991 
contest  had  11  Regions  participating  with  18  Affiliates  and  28  individual 
members  entering  the  contest.  Of  those,  16  Affiliates  and  9  members  ac¬ 
crued  at  least  30  points  in  the  contest.  In  addition,  there  was  a  great  recruiting 
effort  by  an  overseas  member,  Koen  Engelen  from  Belgium,  who  signed  up  52 
new  members  this  year  and  had  49  carry  over  from  1990.  He  will  receive  a 
special  commendation.  The  special  award  for  youth  will  not  be  presented 
because  no  entries  were  received  from  any  youth  member. 

The  high  point  scores  and  positions  were  changing  constantly  from  early 
November  to  the  end  of  the  contest  and  the  final  scores  are: 


Member 

Region 

Score 

Ruby  Wilson 

14 

380 

Joseph  L.  Christopher 

7 

175 

Clarence  Mahan 

4 

135 

Mrs.  Wells  Burton 

5 

135 

Vic  Sellers 

21 

110 

Affiliate 

Southwest  Oklahoma  Iris  Society 

22 

870 

Greater  Kansas  City  Iris  Society 

18 

530 

Francis  Scott  Key  Iris  Society 

4 

250 

Middle  Tennessee  Iris  Society 

7 

240 

Regional  certificate  winners  not  included  in  the  above  are: 
Southern  Michigan  Iris  &  Hemerocallis  Society  6 

120 

Roger  Nelson 

13 

40 

Roswell  Iris  Society 

23 

110 

The  recruiting  by  the  Southwest  Oklahoma  Iris  Society,  Joe  Norton,  chief 
recruiter,  was  outstanding.  They  set  a  record  that  is  going  to  be  tough  to  beat 
in  the  future. 

The  1992  Membership  Contest  Chairman  is  Clarence  Mahan,  7311  Church¬ 
ill  Rd.,  McLean,  VA  22101.  All  the  new  contest  entries  should  be  directed  to 
him. 

My  wife  and  I  have  enjoyed  working  with  you  on  this  contest,  and  I  hope  that 
you  will  continue  the  fine  support  to  our  society. 
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NINE  NEW  RVPS  BEGIN  TERMS 


region  3  Larry  Westfall 

Larry  was  born  and  raised  on  a  farm  in  northeast  Ohio.  The  family  always 
had  a  large  vegetable  garden,  but  Larry  considered  that  work  not  fun.  His 
mother  grew  a  few  varieties  of  irises — blue  and  purple  ones.  The  only  care 
Larry  gave  them  was  to  mow  them  down  after  the  bloom  was  finished. 

Larry  began  working  with  Sun  Pipe  Line  Co.  in  1965  and  then  transferred  to 
the  Philadelphia  area  in  1967.  He  is  presently  a  product  scheduler  for  Sun 
Refining  and  Marketing. 

Larry  began  growing  tall  bearded  irises  in  the  late  70’s  and  gradually 
ventured  into  Siberians,  Japanese,  Louisianas,  and  medians.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Delaware  Valley  Iris  Society  and  has  held  various  offices  and  positions 
within  that  group — presently,  he  is  the  president. 

He  joined  AIS  in  1980  and  has  since  become  a  garden  judge.  He  is 
currently  a  member  of  the  Society  for  Louisiana  Irises,  and  the  sections  for 
Japanese  Irises,  Siberian  Irises,  and  Louisiana  Irises. 

Larry  enjoys  working  with  various  nurseries  to  get  them  to  upgrade  the 
quality  of  tall  bearded  irises  and  Siberians  and  to  start  handling  Japanese 
and  Louisiana  irises. 

region  6  Mrs.  Anthony  Willott 

Dorothy  has  been  an  AIS  member  since  1956  and  is  now  a  Life  Member  of 
AIS  and  the  Dwarf,  Median,  Siberian,  Pacific  Coast  and  SIGNA  Sections.  She 
also  belongs  to  the  Japanese  Section,  two  Affiliates,  the  American  Rock 
Garden  Society  and  the  Northern  Ohio  Perennials  Society.  The  Willotts  were 
charter  members  of  the  North  East  Ohio  Iris  Society,  organized  in  1958,  have 
held  all  offices  and  are  still  active  in  it.  Dorothy  is  a  Director  and  Slide 
Chairman  of  the  Dwarf  Iris  Society,  and  2nd  VP  and  Display  Garden  Chairman 
of  the  Median  Iris  Society.  She  frequently  writes  articles  for  DIS  and  MIS 
publications,  as  well  as  for  the  AIS  Bulletin. 

Dorothy  made  her  first  iris  cross  in  1950,  but  it  wasn’t  until  1968  that  she  and 
husband,  Tony,  introduced  their  first  SDB  iris.  They  have  introduced  MDB, 
SDB,  IB,  BB,  TB  and  Siberian  irises.  Specializing  in  dwarf  irises,  along  with  an 
interest  in  wild  flowers,  led  to  their  collecting  rocks  all  over  the  country  and 
incorporating  them  in  rock  gardens.  They  are  still  looking  for  the  key  to 
success  with  the  beautiful  California  native  irises. 

As  a  Master  Judge,  Dorothy  is  very  active  in  promoting  public  awareness  of 
irises  by  chairing  iris  shows  and  presenting  programs  at  local  garden  club 
and  civic  meetings,  at  the  Master  Gardener  International  Conference,  and  at 
the  Cleveland  Home  and  Flower  Show.  She  attends  almost  every  AIS  Conven¬ 
tion  and  takes  slides  for  showing  to  several  Ohio  iris  societies.  Dorothy  and 
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Tony  have  donated  irises  to  the  Betty  Ford  Alpine  Garden  in  Vail,  Colorado; 
Falconskeape  Gardens  in  Medina,  Ohio;  the  Garden  Center  of  Greater 
Cleveland;  and  the  City  of  Cleveland  Rockefeller  Park  Greenhouse  Peace 
Garden.  They  are  volunteers  for  the  Garden  Center  and  Greenhouse  and 
maintain  large  iris  plantings  in  the  Peace  Garden  at  the  Greenhouse. 

region  8  Dr.  Norman  J.  Frisch 

Dr.  Frisch  was  born  and  raised  in  Saginaw,  Michigan.  Fie  attended  the 
University  of  Michigan  where  he  received  undergraduate  degrees  in  Elec¬ 
trical  Engineering  and  Physics  and  his  M.S.  and  Ph.D.  in  Mathematics.  He 
has  taught  mathematics  at  Eastern  Michigan  University,  Michigan  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and  the  Institut  Teknologie  MARA  near 
Kuala  Lumpur,  Malaysia. 

Prof.  Frisch’s  long-term  major  research  interest  is  Group  Theory  which  is 
used  chiefly  by  mathematicians  but  has  some  applications  in  the  sciences, 
including  genetics.  However,  he  recently  redirected  his  research  to  modeling 
of  child  abuse  using  a  new  mathematical  tool  called  Catastrophe  Theory.  His 
wife,  Dr.  Ann  Stirling  Frisch,  who  holds  a  Ph.D.  in  Human  Ecology,  has  joined 
him  as  a  coauthor  in  this  new  research. 

Dr.  Frisch  has  had  a  long  attraction  to  irises.  As  a  young  boy  he  enjoyed  the 
large  iris  bed  which  his  aunt  kept  in  her  immaculate  yard  in  Saginaw.  Later, 
living  in  Ann  Arbor  as  a  university  student,  he  attended  a  flower  show  where 
he  saw  irises  with  colors  he  had  never  dreamed  possible.  During  summer 
vacations  he  photographed  species  irises  and  other  wild  flowers  while  ca¬ 
noeing  in  northern  Minnesota.  After  finishing  his  studies  and  settling  down 
with  his  wife  in  Wisconsin,  he  met  irisarians  from  Milwaukee  who  helped  him 
understand  better  the  many  irises  available  to  the  beginner.  He  and  his  wife 
joined  the  Fond  du  Lac  Iris  Society  and  the  Wisconsin  Iris  Society,  and  they 
constructed  several  iris  gardens  which  displayed  not  only  many  types  of 
irises  but  also  Japanese  tree  peonies. 

Two  tragedies  occurred  in  his  family;  his  first  wife  died  in  an  auto  accident 
and,  as  he  was  adjusting  to  the  life  of  a  single  parent  with  two  young  daugh¬ 
ters,  his  older  daughter  died  in  another  auto  accident.  He  persisted  with  his 
teaching  and  raising  of  his  one  daughter  while  he  continued  to  work  the  iris 
beds  and  to  accept  iris  club  responsibilities. 

At  that  difficult  time  Walter  and  Audrey  Machulak  asked  him  to  consider 
becoming  an  AIS  judge.  With  their  aid  and  the  help  of  many  other  irisarians  in 
Region  8  plus  tutoring  by  Jim  Marsh  and  Nate  Rudolph  from  Region  9,  he 
became  an  accredited  judge.  His  favorite  iris  is  Tucker’s  SURF  RIDER,  a  TB  of 
extraordinary  form  with  which  he  won  Queen  of  Show  yearly  over  a  period  of 
six  consecutive  years.  He  started  several  hybridizing  ventures  with  SURF 
RIDER  but  was  not  satisfied  with  the  results.  Recently,  a  tenant  caring  for  his 
home  inadvertently  destroyed  several  years  of  hybridizing  activity. 

Following  their  marriage  ceremony  in  the  magnificent  iris  gardens  of  Royal 
and  Evelyn  Johnson  in  Milwaukee,  Professor  Frisch  and  his  wife  traveled  to 
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Malaysia  where  they  taught  for  two  years.  While  they  were  in  Malaysia,  they 
managed  to  grow  many  interesting  tropical  plants  at  their  home.  But  no  irises 
grow  there.  They  also  enjoyed  their  mutual  hobby  of  amateur  radio  and 
traveled  to  New  Zealand  to  visit  with  irisarians  and  fellow  radio  “hams.”  At 
Christmas,  1990,  they  joined  their  daughters  in  Christchurch,  New  Zealand, 
and  toured  the  temperate  rainforests,  saw  whales,  yellow-eyed  penguins  and 
Japanese  irises  in  full  bloom. 

After  returning  to  the  U.S.  in  1991,  they  began  teaching  at  the  University  of 
Wisconsin. 

region  9  Charles  J.  Simon 

Chuck  was  born  and  raised  in  the  Chicago  suburbs  where  his  mother  had 
an  English  Garden  including  many  of  the  early  Dykes  Medal  winners.  Chuck 
received  his  B.S.  in  Electrical  Engineering  from  the  University  of  Illinois  and 
joined  GTE  Automatic  Electric  Research  and  Development  Laboratories 
where  he  is  still  employed. 

Chuck  married  Becky  shortly  after  graduation,  settled  in  Hinsdale  and  had 
two  children.  The  Simon’s  acre  settlement  is  nestled  in  an  oak  grove.  They 
grow  700  iris  cultivars  where  sunlight  permits.  Chuck’s  uncle  and  mother 
introduced  the  iris  to  the  Simon  yard  the  first  weekend  after  Chuck  and  Becky 
took  possession  of  the  property  saying,  “Try  it,  you’ll  like  it.”  Irises  have  grown 
on  the  grounds  ever  since  and  have  been  a  family  project.  Each  of  the  Simon 
girls,  Cathy  and  Nancy,  has  her  own  garden. 

The  entire  family  have  been  active  in  the  Northern  Illinois  Iris  Society  and 
Region  9  activities  for  the  past  twenty-three  years.  Both  Chuck  and  Becky 
have  been  president  of  NllSat  different  times  and  have  held  most  of  the  major 
offices  at  one  time  or  another. 

Chuck  is  an  Active  Master  Judge.  Becky  and  the  girls  are  Garden  Judges. 
They  all  enjoy  the  entire  experience.  Although  the  irises  act  as  the  catalyst  for 
many  functions,  it  is  the  fellowship  of  irisarians  that  provides  the  greatest  joy. 

region  ii  Carryl  Meyer 

Carry!  Meyer  was  born  and  raised  in  California  in  a  family  which  seemed  to 
be  always  on  the  move — from  Southern,  to  central,  to  Bay  Area,  and  finally 
settling  in  northern,  in  a  small  town  called  Paradise!  Nearly  every  place  her 
family  lived,  they  raised  a  flower/vegetable  garden,  always  including  irises — 
from  the  sands  of  the  south  to  the  red  dirt  of  the  North — trading  and  acquiring 
new  ones  adapted  to  the  different  soil  and  climate  types  of  the  areas. 

Carryl  attended  California  State  University,  Chico,  where  she  acquired  a 
B.A.  Degree  in  Medical  Technology,  and  her  husband  Hubert  (Honk)  who, 
just  by  coincidence,  came  from  an  Iris  growing  family  aiso. 

Their  first  permanent  home  in  Sacramento  was  gifted  with  many  “OLD  IRIS 
FRIENDS”  from  both  mothers,  and  later,  it  was  there  that  a  special  family 
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friend  introduced  them  to  the  newer,  named  varieties. 

In  1967  Honk  accepted  a  transfer  to  Missoula  (Hellgate)  Montana,  and 
while  building  their  home,  the  first  flowers  to  be  planted  were,  of  course,  their 
irises  which  seemed  to  thrive  among  the  rocks  and  debris  of  construction. 

As  the  years  passed,  it  was  always  a  question — vege/flower  or  flower/vege 
garden,  since  usually  they  are  all  planted  together;  hundreds  of  bulb 
flowers — tulips,  lilies,  daffodils,  Dutch  Irises,  and  Begonias,  as  well  as  grow¬ 
ing  all  their  annuals  and  vegetable  plants  from  seeds.  She  recently  has  been 
growing  several  hundred  varieties  of  Dahlias  yearly  and  is  an  Accredited 
Dahlia  Judge,  Master  flower  arranger,  and  has  served  as  Superintendent  of 
Floriculture  for  the  Western  Montana  Fair. 

Since  part  of  their  garden  is  located  on  a  corner  on  a  hill,  Honk  and  their  two 
sons  built  several  long  terraces  on  which  now  grow  all  sizes  of  Irises,  from  the 
MDB’s  to  the  TB’s,  and  which  are  available  for  public  viewing  at  all  times. 

Since  her  retirement  several  years  ago,  new  types  of  irises  have  been 
added  to  their  ‘upper’  garden:  Aril-breds,  Siberians,  Spurias,  and  Species; 
and  Carryl  has  been  specializing  in  the  IB  and  SDB  rebloomers,  trying  to  see 
if  they  will  adapt  and  rebloom  in  the  short  Montana  growing  season. 

This  past  year,  she  has  started  working  with  the  Marcus  Daly  Mansion 
Preservation  Society  (He  was  the  Montana  Copper  King),  helping  to  identify 
and  plant  the  varieties  of  flowers  which  would  have  been  growing  there  in  the 
early  1900’s.  Mrs.  Daly  especially  loved  Irises,  Day  Lillies  and  Roses,  so 
Carryl  is  going  to  be  trying  to  locate  and  plant  as  many  of  the  older  varieties  of 
Irises  which  can  be  found. 

When  not  working  in  her  garden,  she  devotes  considerable  time  to  her 
professional  society,  community  activities  involving  the  Red  Cross  Blood 
Bank,  Air  Pollution  Advisory  Council,  Hazardous  Material  Emergency  Plan¬ 
ning  Committee,  and  pursues  hobbies  of  cooking,  a  variety  of  craftwork, 
creative  sewing,  and  spreading  “Iris  Fever.” 

Since  Region  11  encompasses  Idaho,  Montana  and  Wyoming,  one  of  her 
goals  is  the  development  of  a  new  club  in  the  Region,  and  to  expand  upon  the 
frequency  and  variety  of  judges  training  sessions. 

region  12  Larene  Done 

Larene  was  born  in  the  beautiful  Cache  Valley  in  northern  Utah  and  left 
there  to  attend  Brigham  Young  University.  After  that  she  moved  to  Salt  Lake 
City  to  work  as  a  secretary.  She  married  Ed,  and  they  still  live  in  Salt  Lake  City. 
They  have  five  children,  13  grandchildren,  and  one  great-grandchild. 

Larene’s  interest  in  irises  began  about  1957  and  has  escalated  continu¬ 
ously  since  then.  She  served  as  recording  secretary  and  treasurer  for  the  Utah 
Iris  Society  and  was  on  the  Show  Committee  for  many  years.  She  served  as 
the  Region  12  treasurer.  In  addition  to  tall  bearded  irises,  she  grows  medians, 
spurias,  Siberians,  and  species  irises.  She  belongs  to  three  sections  of  AIS. 

Since  she  wants  her  garden  to  have  continuous  bloom,  she  is  interested  in 
the  spring  bulbs,  in  daylilies  and  in  chrysanthemums,  but  her  favorite  is  the 


18 


iris.  This  adds  up  to  a  minimum  time  spent  in  spring  planting  and  tali  digging. 

Larene’s  other  hobbies  include  reading,  genealogy,  and  music.  She  began 
her  interest  in  music  by  playing  the  baritone  horn  in  the  high  school  band, 
singing  in  small  groups,  and/or  directing  large  choruses.  She  enjoys  playing 
the  piano  and  organ  in  church. 

Larene  says  that  a  big  plus  of  her  job  is  working  with  wonderful  people. 

region  14  Bryce  Williamson 

A  native  Californian,  Bryce  Williamson  has  been  growing  irises  since  he 
was  in  high  school.  During  his  freshman  year,  his  grandmother  sent  him  a 
copy  of  Lloyd  Austin’s  catalogue.  A  small  order  was  placed  and  then,  the 
following  spring,  a  term  paper  for  his  English  class  resulted  in  research  on 
irises  and  iris  hybridizing. 

As  a  result  of  writing  that  paper,  Bryce  met  BeeBee  and  Maynard  Knopf, 
Clara  and  Ruth  Rees,  and  Bernice  Roe.  Each,  in  their  own  way,  encouraged 
his  iris  interest,  and  Maynard  told  him  to  obtain  new,  quality  irises  for  his 
hybridizing  efforts.  One  of  the  crosses  made  the  following  season,  Mary 
McClellen  X  Whole  Cloth  is  still  in  the  background  of  Bryce’s  plicata  seed¬ 
lings. 

Bryce  obtained  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  San  Jose  State  University  and 
taught  there  for  two  years  while  he  finished  his  masters  degree.  Presently, 
Bryce  is  a  high  school  English  teacher  at  Del  Mar  High  School  in  San  Jose.  As 
the  journalism  teacher,  Bryce  was  the  first  teacher  in  his  district  to  integrate 
computers  and  desktop  publishing  into  the  classroom.  Among  his  other 
school  related  activities,  Bryce  has  served  on  various  school  committees, 
including  the  position  of  chairman  of  the  accreditation  committee  and  has 
served  as  a  consultant  for  Educational  Testing  Systems. 

Bryce  has  been  active  both  on  the  local  and  regional  level,  serving  as 
president  of  the  Butte  Iris  Society  and  the  Clara  B.  Rees  Iris  Society.  Within 
Region  14,  Bryce  has  been  Publicity  Chairman  twice,  served  on  the  commit¬ 
tees  for  the  1978  and  1986  National  Conventions,  and  until  this  year  was  a 
director  of  the  Region.  Prior  to  becoming  a  director,  drawing  on  his  experi¬ 
ence  as  a  teacher  of  journalism  and  his  facility  with  computers  and  desktop 
publishing,  Bryce  spent  over  three  years  as  the  editor  of  The  Bulletin  of 
Region  14. 

His  interest  in  photography  has  lead  Bryce  to  present  programs  both  on  the 
local  and  national  level  and,  as  an  active  master  judge,  Bryce  enjoys  visiting 
the  gardens  of  California,  Oregon,  and  Washington  on  a  regular  basis.  Bryce 
has  also  been  involved  in  the  presenting  of  judges  training  sessions  both  on 
Tall  Bearded  and  Spuria  irises. 

Bryce  continues  to  hybridize  irises,  mainly  Tall  Bearded  irises,  but  he  also 
grows  and  hybridizes  Spuria  irises  and  has  an  up-to-date  collection  of  Loui¬ 
siana  irises.  In  1990,  his  iris  JESSE’S  SONG  won  the  Dykes  Medal  and  in  1992 
his  bicoior  plicata,  PRINCE  CHARMING,  won  the  Primio  Firenze  at  Florence. 
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While  he  continues  to  make  many  plicata  and  bicolor-plicata  crosses,  in 
recent  years  Bryce  has  been  making  some  very  traditional  blue  and  white 
crosses  in  the  hopes  of  establishing  a  viable  blue  and  white  line  of  breeding. 

region  is  Riley  Probst 

Riley  Probst  and  his  wife,  Ann,  both  Missouri  natives,  have  been  growing 
irises  at  their  Kirkwood,  Missouri,  residence  for  over  15  years.  They  have  been 
AIS  members  for  10  years  and  also  are  members  of  six  AIS  sections.  They 
have  exhibited  in  iris  shows  in  east  central  Missouri  and  southwestern  Illinois, 
winning  silver  or  bronze  medals  almost  a  dozen  times  and  Best  of  Show  8 
times:  with  an  IB,  twice  with  aril  medians,  and  with  5  tall  bearded  irises.  Riley 
has  been  show  chairman  several  times. 

They  presently  grow  over  one  thousand  different  tall  beardeds;  and  a  total 
of  over  1500  different  irises  which  include  some  or  most  all  types  that  grow  in 
their  climate.  It  is  planned  that  their  garden  will  be  on  the  Region  18  spring 
tour, in  1993  and  guest  irises  have  been  received  and  planted. 

Riley  has  some  seedlings  of  his  own,  mostly  tall  bearded.  They  have  won 
Best  Seedling  at  three  shows  with  an  MTB  and  twice  with  TB’s.  So  far,  he  has 
no  introductions,  but  a  couple  of  registrations.  Riley  has  instructed  25  hours  of 
judges  training  during  the  5  years  he  has  been  a  garden  judge.  He  also 
photographs  irises  and  has  given  many  iris  slide  presentations  at  various 
meetings.  He  has  attended  8  Region  18  spring  and  fall  meetings  and  5  AIS 
national  conventions.  He  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Greater  St.  Louis  Iris 
Society  for  the  past  7  years.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  O’Fallon  and  Jeffco 
Iris  Societies  and  the  Iris  Society  of  the  Ozarks  in  Springfield  where  Riley 
attended  elementary  school  and  graduated  from  high  school  and  Drury 
College.  Riley  is  Materials  Control  Manager  at  Mallinckrodt  Chemical  in  St. 
Louis  where  he  has  worked  for  over  23  years. 

region  22  Paul  Gossett 

Paul  was  born  and  raised  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  and  has  had  an  interest  in 
irises  for  most  of  his  life.  He  had  helped  his  mother  work  the  flower  beds  and 
learned  gardening  at  an  early  age.  While  growing  many  types  of  flowers,  his 
first  irises  were  Pinnacle,  Wabash,  and  Helen  Collingwood,  which  he  pur¬ 
chased  from  a  local  grower. 

After  being  away  from  gardening  for  many  years,  he  was  reintroduced  to 
irises  by  a  friend  who  gave  him  several  unnamed  irises  from  her  garden  to 
plant  at  his  new  home.  The  interest  in  irises  was  beginning.  She  told  him  about 
the  local  iris  society  and  of  an  event  that  was  to  take  place  at  the  Tulsa  Garden 
Center.  He  attended  the  event  and  was  hooked  on  irises. 

Paul  has  served  two  terms  as  President  of  the  Tulsa  Area  Iris  Society  as  well 
as  Treasurer,  and  First  Vice-President,  a  job  he  holds  for  the  second  time.  He  is 
also  the  President  of  Rolling  Hills  iris  Society  and  has  served  as  First  Vice- 
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President.  He  has  been  Region  22  Membership  Chairperson  for  the  last  six 
years. 

Attending  AIS  conventions,  Region  22,  Region  17,  and  Region  23  meet¬ 
ings,  and  a  number  of  meetings  throughout  Region  22,  he  has  made  lasting 
friendships  and  is  looking  forward  to  serving  his  region  in  a  new  capacity  and 
making  many  more  lasting  friendships.  His  first  convention  was  St.  Louis  in 
1981,  and  he  has  attended  every  subsequent  convention  to  date.  Plans  are 
already  being  made  to  attend  the  next  one  in  Atlanta. 

Paul  loves  to  travel  and  visit  growers  and  their  gardens  in  ail  parts  of  the 
country  to  see  how  they  cope  with  local  conditions  for  growing  irises.  He  is 
always  open  to  new  horticulture  practices  and  ways  to  improve  the  iris  genus. 
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1991— AN  IRIS  SEASON  IN  REVIEW 

Ted  White  (Maine) 


We  were  looking  forward  to  the  1991  tall  bearded  iris  season  with  great 
anticipation.  The  irises  had  grown  well  and  prospered  over  the  1990  summer 
season.  Most  varieties  looked  robust  and  very  fine  in  clump  form.  The  iris 
beds,  in  fact,  looked  their  best  in  several  years,  heralding  what  we  felt  would 
be  our  most  impressive  bloom  season  since  1984,  but  then  winter  intervened 
and  hopes  of  an  abundant  bloom  evaporated. 

We  fully  expected  to  be  able  to  make  a  comprehensive  review  of  the  newest 
tall  bearded  varieties;  however,  due  to  Mother  Nature’s  intervention,  we  offer 
this  somewhat  abbreviated  version  of  the  1991  Year  in  Review. 

Here  are  our  special  awards  for  the  1991  season: 

TB  AWARD  OF  EXCELLENCE:  This  award  is  given  annually  to  a  TB  iris  we’ve 
observed  growing  in  Maine  gardens  for  a  minimum  of  two  seasons  and  has 
been  an  outstanding  performer.  For  ’91  our  clear  choice  is  HONKY  TONK 
BLUES  (Schreiner  ’88).  This  magnificent  iris  has  everything  going  for  it.  It  is  a 
most  distinctive  iris  with  a  novel  blending  of  shades  of  blue  and  white.  The 
flowers  are  intensely  bubble-ruffled  and  streaked  with  swirling  white  etching. 
HONKY  TONK  BLUES  has  strong,  exceedingly  well  branched,  37"  stalks.  It 
enjoys  a  long  bloom  season  due  to  its  average  bud  count  of  ten  per  stalk.  This 
is  not  just  another  blue  iris.  This  one  has  a  personality  all  its  own.  Anyone 
familiar  with  TB  irises  should  be  able  to  easily  identify  HONKY  TONK  BLUES 
in  any  garden  setting  without  the  aid  of  an  identifying  marker.  It’s  that  dis¬ 
tinctive! 

TB  5-STAR  AWARD:  This  award  goes  to  a  recent  TB  introduction  of  the 
highest  merit.  Our  selection  this  year  is  ROSETTE  WINE  (Schreiner  ’89).  The 
Schreiners  have  done  it  again!  Year  after  year  they  continue  to  introduce 
superior  irises,  and  ROSETTE  WINE  continues  the  tradition.  ROSETTE  WINE 
belongs  to  a  relatively  new  race  of  zonal  irises.  This  lustrous  rasp  berry- rose 
masterpiece  has  a  noticeable  white  zonal  spot  at  the  centers  of  the  falls  which 
serves  to  highlight  the  entire  bloom.  Each  flower  is  adorned  with  fine  ruffling 
and  lace  and  is  of  very  heavy  substance.  Bud  count  (9-14  buds)  and  branch¬ 
ing  are  both  exemplary.  The  37"  stalks  have  outstanding  branching — the  very 
best  you  are  likely  to  find  in  any  new  introduction!  Good  growth  and  vigor 
should  allow  this  gem  to  clump  easily.  ROSETTE  WINE  is  a  top  flight  intro¬ 
duction  that  brings  together  a  very  unique  color  on  an  exceptional  stalk. 
ROSETTE  WINE  should  enjoy  great  popularity  and  justly  so. 

TB  CLUMP  OF  THE  YEAR  AWARD:  For  the  first  time  we  are  recognizing  a  TB 
variety  whose  ability  to  clump  and  to  bloom  floriferously  make  it  an  invaluable 
asset  in  the  garden  landscape.  We  observed  several  fine  clumps  in  the 
Moors’  TB  showcase  this  season,  but  JESSE’S  SONG  (Williamson  ’83)  lingers 
in  our  mind  even  months  later  as  the  most  beautiful  and  long  lasting  variety  of 
clump  proportions.  Here  is  one  Dykes  Medal  winner  that  really  deserves  this 
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recognition.  JESSE’S  SONG  is  among  the  first  to  bloom,  and  because  its 
buds  open  in  a  somewhat  “time-release”  capsule  form,  it  has  a  very  long 
bloom  season.  We  can  never  remember  a  time  when  JESSE’S  SONG  required 
staking  or  leaned  heavily  in  the  wind.  For  those  of  you  who  don’t  have  the 
handsome  blue-violet  plicata,  consider  adding  it  to  your  collection.  It  is  not 
just  another  plicata!  It  increases  quickly;  seldom  shows  any  rot;  and  today  is 
very  inexpensive.  When  Williamson  selected  JESSE’S  SONG  for  introduction, 
he  said  it  was  the  very  best  of  a  thousand  siblings.  Every  hybridizer  should  be 
this  discriminating. 

MEDIAN  AWARD  OF  EXCELLENCE:  This  recognition  is  accorded  the  one 
median  that  impressed  us  with  its  vigor,  depth  of  color,  and  superior  form.  The 
obvious  choice  this  year  is  the  miniature  tall  bearded  iris  BUMBLEBEE 
DEELITE  (Norrick  ’86).  This  is  the  famous  MTB  that  took  the  1988  AIS  Conven¬ 
tion  in  Oklahoma  City  by  storm!  This  little  charmer  took  on  all  comers,  and 
came  away  with  the  Franklin  Cook  Cup  which  is  awarded  to  an  iris  hybridized 
outside  the  host  region.  Usually  a  TB  iris  wins  this  cup,  so  for  an  MTB  to  win,  it 
must  be  good!  Growing  in  clump  form  in  many  gardens,  its  petite,  perky, 
flaring  form  dazzled  most  who  saw  it.  BUMBLEBEE  DEELITE’S  standards  are 
yellow.  The  falls  are  deep,  dark  maroon  narrowly  banded  yellow  with  orange 
beards.  This  season  we  observed  this  small  sensation  in  both  the  home 
garden  and  at  Moors’  where  it  was  fast  achieving  clump  size.  Like  many 
MTB’S  BUMBLEBEE  DEELITE  is  very  vigorous.  It  is  also  very  well  named.  Get 
it  any  way  you  can! 

SIBERIAN  AWARD  OF  EXCELLENCE:  This  award  is  bestowed  upon  a 
Siberian  iris  that  has  exhibited  outstanding  color,  growth,  and  form.  The 
winner  this  season  is  ISABELLE  (Warburton  ’89).  This  iris  is  a  very  pale  yellow 
amoena  with  a  suggestion  of  chartreuse  or  lime  tone  that  seemed  more 
pronounced  near  the  heart  of  the  flower.  Not  only  were  we  quite  taken  with  its 
subtle  beauty,  but  we  were  quick  to  note  this  diploid’s  heavy  substance.  Bee 
Warburton  named  this  flower  in  honor  of  her  mother.  It  is  that  good!  We  highly 
recommend  ISABELLE  as  one  of  the  choicest  Siberians  to  come  along  in 
some  time. 

JAPANESE  AWARD  OF  EXCELLENCE:  This  recognition  is  given  to  a  Jap¬ 
anese  iris  of  exceptional  form,  vigor,  and  garden  value.  Our  choice  for  ’91  is 
HEGIRA  (Innerst  ’85).  In  our  Jackson  Hill  Gardens  HEGIRA  really  came  into 
its  own  this  season.  Blooming  on  the  late  side,  this  Pennsylvania  hybrid  is  a  6 
petalled,  large  white  Jl  with  dramatic,  deep  blue  veins  and  styles  set  off  nicely 
by  attractive  golden  signals.  HEGIRA  exceeded  its  registration  height  of  36" 
as  it  produced  stalks  of  close  to  42"  tall.  We  think  HEGIRA  would  make  a  most 
worthy  addition  to  your  Ji  collection. 

TALL  BEARDED  IRIS  REVIEW: 

ALTRUIST  (Schreiner  ’87)  is  a  beautiful  shade  of  cool,  azure  blue.  The  lovely 
flower  lightens  to  a  chalk  white  along  the  midrib  and  around  the  cream  white 
beard.  ALTRUIST  appeared  very  ruffled  and  heavily  substanced.  Good 
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branching  and  bud  count  combine  with  a  most  refreshing  and  distinctively 
colored  iris.  To  our  eye  ALTRUIST  appeared  to  be  another  new  zonal  iris  which 
is  a  characteristic  of  many  newer  Schreiner  irises.  Very  impressive! 

CRITIC  (Innerst  ’87)  was  very  commanding.  Blooming  in  the  late  to  very  late 
bloom  season,  CRITIC  is  a  large,  very  pale  silvery  blue  iris  which  ages 
gracefully  to  blue-white.  Form  is  very  broad  and  ruffled.  This  is  a  really  nice 
newer  introduction. 

TENNISON  RIDGE  (Begley  ’89)  gave  us  a  preview  of  coming  attractions  in  a 
most  pleasing  new  plicata.  When  we  think  of  plicatas  we  often  conjure  up 
images  of  blue-violet  or  purple  on  white.  We  assure  you  this  is  not  just  another 
plicata  out  of  the  same  mold.  TENNISON  RIDGE  is  a  starchy  white  ground 
plicata  edged  in  wide  bands  of  rich,  vibrant  plum-burgundy  or  wine  color. 
Bronze  beards  further  embellish  this  popular  new  intro. 

CLASSIC  EDITION.  (O.  Brown  ’86)  is  a  lightly  ruffled,  rich  orange-pink  iris  with 
dark  orange-red  beards.  Some  have  described  the  color  as  a  brick  pink. 
Branching  and  bud  count  are  both  very  good.  A  different  color,  and  we  think 
you  will  like  it. 

CORAL  SUNSET  (Schreiner  ’90)  is  a  hot,  shrimp  pink  and  apricot  blend  with  a 
creamy  white  area  below  the  bright  tangerine  beards.  It  bloomed  well  and 
showed  good  increase  on  a  first  year  plant. 

EVENING  GOWN  (Ghio  ’87)  is  an  outstanding,  almost  black-violet  iris  with  a 
lustrous  finish  and  deep  blue  beards.  This  one  comes  with  beautiful  ruffling, 
fine  substance,  and  good  branching.  This  new  variety  was  nearly  discarded 
as  a  seedling  in  Joe  Ghio’s  Bay  View  Gardens  where,  for  some  reason,  it 
wouldn’t  grow.  As  luck  would  have  it,  Keith  Keppel  grew  this  same  Ghio 
seedling  in  his  Stockton,  California  garden  where  it  grew  vigorously.  Unable  to 
bear  the  thought  of  throwing  it  on  the  compost  pile,  Keith  asked  Joe’s  permis¬ 
sion  to  introduce  it  for  him.  Today  EVENING  GOWN  is  enjoying  the  good 
distribution  that  a  variety  of  this  quality  deserves. 

CAYENNE  PEPPER  (Schreiner  ’86)  reached  clump  strength  this  season  and 
was  a  very  showy  specimen.  The  flowers  are  a  brilliant,  glossy,  dark  red- 
maroon  that  just  comes  alive  in  full  sun.  Bright  tangerine-orange  beards  add 
to  the  excitement.  Schreiners  have  long  been  the  leader  in  the  development  of 
red  irises,  and  CAYENNE  PEPPER  is  one  of  their  very  best!  You  will  be 
impressed  by  its  vigor,  increase,  and  bud  count. 

SILVER  TFIAW  (Gaulter  ’88)  has  what  it  takes  to  survive  in  the  face  of  a  harsh, 
icy  winter.  While  other  varieties  rotted  just  a  few  feet  away,  SILVER  THAW  grew 
robustly  and  was  impervious  to  nature’s  onslaught.  This  ice-blue  iris  with  light 
blue  beards  bloomed  on  40"  stalks.  Nine  buds  open  up  to  form  blooms  that 
are  lightly  ruffled  and  graceful.  Serene  and  beautiful! 

TREASURED  LOVE  (Hamner  ’86)  is  a  rich  salmon-pink  to  apricot  color,  and  is 
all  decked  out  in  very  heavy  lace  and  copious  ruffling.  Blooms  are  large  and 
placed  nicely  on  sturdy,  36"  stalks.  TREASURED  LOVE  makes  a  very  nice 
garden  subject. 
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LOYALIST  (Schreiner  ’86)  looked  great.  You  can’t  miss  LOYALIST’S  sheer 
vibrancy  of  its  cerise  claret  color.  Blooms  are  large  and  ruffled  on  this  most 
vigorous  variety  that  produces  large,  lush  fans  with  abundant  increase.  In 
clump  form  LOYALIST  has  great  carrying  power  especially  for  an  iris  this  dark. 
If  you  like  rich,  dark  colored  irises,  this  one’s  for  you! 

MOON’S  DELIGHT  (Hager  ’85)  is  from  BEVERLY  SILLS  and  is  a  clear  lemon 
yellow  of  wide  semi-flaring  form  and  great  beauty.  Petal  edges  are  nicely 
ruffled  and  laced.  Branching  and  bud  count  are  both  commendable. 

PEACH  PICOTEE  (Schreiner  ’90)  was  a  bonus  iris  that  proved  to  be  quite 
unique  in  color  patterning.  The  closed  standards  are  a  nice  shade  of  peach 
pink.  The  falls  are  shaded  creamy  orchid,  and  are  edged  with  a  14  inch 
picoteed,  rosy  rim.  Add  a  bright  tangerine  beard  to  complete  this  pretty 
bloom.  We  are  not  aware  of  another  TB  iris  with  this  color  combination. 

MASTER  TOUCH  (Schreiner  ’80)  grew  in  a  clump  of  immense  proportions. 
Nearly  40  stalks  were  massed  together  to  create  a  sea  of  blooms  in  a 
handsome  shade  of  rich  Tyrian  purple.  MASTER  TOUCH  is  very  vigorous  and 
increases  well,  too.  Stalks  this  season  were  about  40"  which  is  typical  for  this 
iris. 

METALLIC  BLUE  (Niswonger  ’80)  has  ruffled,  steely,  light  blue  blooms  which 
were  most  impressive  in  a  large  planting.  METALLIC  BLUE  may  be  described 
as  a  vigorous  cultivar  with  generous  increase  and  good  bud  count.  But  it’s  that 
special  color  that  beckons  you  back  for  a  second  look.  We  find  the  color  to  be 
different  from  many  of  the  blues. 

ECHO  DE  FRANCE  (Anfosso  ’84)  helps  to  fill  the  void  in  the  yellow  amoena 
class.  In  one  of  the  most  difficult  classes  to  improve,  ECHO  DE  FRANCE 
embodies  excellent  color  contrast  with  very  white  standards  and  deep,  pure, 
and  clean  yellow  falls.  This  is  one  iris  that  survived  the  very  strange  winter 
better  than  most,  and  the  fact  that  it  did  bloom  under  adverse  conditions  is 
noteworthy  itself.  On  one  occasion  ECHO  DE  FRANCE  bloomed  with  three 
blooms  open  at  a  time  on  a  stalk  with  good  branching. 

GYRO  (Aitken  ’89)  is  a  luxurious,  intense,  deep  purple  of  flared  and  ruffled 
form.  Blooms  are  medium-large  versus  gargantuan,  and  number  8-9  per 
stalk.  While  GYRO’S  color  is  not  unique,  it  delivers  superior  ruffling  which 
many  in  this  color  class  do  not  exhibit.  GYRO  is  both  a  good  grower  and 
increases  and  is  very  fragrant,  too.  We  think  you  will  enjoy  this  sib  to  ORBITER 
and  SEAWOLF. 

LOVELY  GLOW  (Gatty  ’87)  is  a  blocky,  soft  apricot  iris  with  a  pink  glow  in  the 
standards.  Red-orange  beards  further  enhance  its  beauty.  Stalks  are  well 
branched  and  quite  substantial.  The  name,  LOVELY  GLOW,  was  a  very  good 
choice  as  it  mostly  aptly  describes  this  very  satisfying  variety.  LOVELY  GLOW 
should  also  have  good  potential  on  the  showbench  as  well.  This  is  an  excel¬ 
lent  newer  introduction. 

DUSKY  CHALLENGER  (Schreiner  ’86)  once  again  proved  why  it  is  a  prime 
contender  for  the  Dykes  Medal  in  1992.  This  handsome,  blackish,  blue- 
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purple  of  great  size  was  seen  blooming  heavily.  There  really  are  no  defects  in 
this  masterpiece.  The  stalks  are  extremely  sturdy  and  well  branched  and  dis¬ 
play  a  large  complement  of  buds.  DUSKY  CHALLENGER  is  truly  a  superior 
iris  that  produces  large  and  robust  fans  and  plentiful  increase.  A  most  special 
TB  iris! 

SIBERIAN  IRIS  REVIEW:  Siberian  irises  are  among  the  easiest  and  most 
rewarding  iris  species  to  grow  because  they  are  such  dependable  performers 
year  after  year.  In  1991  we  observed  Siberian  irises  growing  in  several  gar¬ 
dens. 

HIGH  STANDARDS  (Hollingworth  ’87)  was  measured  at  50"  tall,  and  growth 
on  this  variety  may  have  reached  its  genetic  potential  as  it  was  registered  at 
44".  HIGH  STANDARDS  is  a  handsome  dark  blue-purple  iris  with  blue-purple 
styles.  Its  falls  are  similar  in  color,  and  are  highlighted  by  white  and  golden 
signals.  This  is  a  most  robust  tetraploid  introduction  that  exhibits  explosive 
growth  and  increase.  If  you  need  a  sentinel  in  the  background  of  your  garden, 
HIGH  STANDARDS  would  make  an  excellent  choice. 

For  several  moments  we  lingered  next  to  a  large  clump  of  McEwen’s 
HARPSWELL  HALLELUJAH  (’83)  whose  richness  of  deep  blue  color  is  un- 
paralled  in  the  early  evening  light.  The  texture,  substance,  and  intensity  of 
color  saturation  of  this  tetraploid  seemed  to  rivet  our  attention.  HARPSWELL 
HALLELUJAH  is  a  remarkable  hybridizing  accomplishment  that  has  taken 
tetraploid  Siberians  to  new  heights  of  excellence.  This  remarkable  variety 
should  have  won  every  award  available  to  Siberian  irises.  When  first  intro¬ 
duced  it  did  not  receive  wide  distribution,  and  this  is  likely  why  it  did  not  win 
the  highest  awards. 

WING  ON  WING  (McGarvey  72)  was  simply  covered  with  pristine  white 
blooms.  One  of  its  attributes  is  in  its  lateness  of  bloom.  This  quality  makes  it  an 
excellent  season  extender. 

MABEL  CODAY  (Helsley  ’85),  the  1991  Morgan-Wood  Medal  winner,  was 
growing  well  in  a  mature  clump.  The  blooms  are  round,  ruffled,  and  medium 
blue  with  white  signals  and  violet  tinted  styles.  Although  its  registered  height 
is  30",  MABEL  CODAY  appeared  much  taller  in  this  garden. 

LADY  VANESSA  (Hollingworth  ’86)  is  one  of  this  hybridizer’s  favorites,  and  no 
small  wonder  why  Beautiful  wine-red  standards  rest  atop  medium  wine-red 
falls  and  subtle  white  signals.  Light  wine  styles  are  feathered,  and  create 
good  contrast.  LADY  VANESSA  presents  a  very  pleasing  two-tone  clump 
effect.  This  Hollingworth  introduction  is  another  good  grower  and  comes 
highly  recommended. 

IVORY  CREAM  (McEwen  ’87)  is  this  hybridizer’s  very  best  creamy  white 
Siberian  iris.  This  lovely  tetraploid  has  beautifully  ruffled  51/2"  flowers  with  2V2" 
falls.  Yellow  signals  are  lined  with  green  veins.  We  were  quite  impressed  with 
IVORY  CREAM  blooming  in  our  garden  on  a  two  year  old  plant. 

WIZARDRY  (Hollingworth  ’85)  is  a  very  strong  and  robust  grower  that  in¬ 
creases  quickly.  The  standards  are  a  mid-blue  with  a  small  white  and  gold 
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blaze.  The  tetraploid  flowers  are  large  and  of  excellent  substance. 

GOLDEN  CRIMPING  (McEwen  ’85)  is  a  creamy  tetraploid  with  very  crimped, 
yellow  petal  edges.  It  comes  complete  with  yellow  signals  and  very  wide 
styles  with  yellow  midribs.  These  gorgeous  blooms  also  have  very  heavy 
substance. 

INDY  (Hollingworth  ’85)  Very  early  to  bloom,  INDY’S  standards  are  a  mid  red- 
violet  with  a  blue  influence.  The  falls  are  a  mid  red-violet  as  well  with  blue 
downward  radiating  lines.  This  one  is  sure  to  please. 

SNOW  PRINCE  (Tiffney  ’90),  a  Siberian  with  very  petite,  ivory-cream  blooms, 
flowered  on  very  tall,  but  thin  stalks.  SNOW  PRINCE  was  very  dainty  in 
appearance.  It  was  not  wide  nor  round,  but  more  narrow  of  petal  with  a  slight 
cupped  effect.  If  you  covet  miniature  flowers,  we  think  you  will  find  this  new 
variety  much  to  your  liking.  Although  SNOW  PRINCE  is  not  classified  as  a 
miniature  Siberian,  you  will  still  discover  that  you  do  not  have  anything  like  it  in 
your  garden. 

REPRISE  (Warburton  ’87)  is  a  lovely  medium  violet  iris  with  darker  veins  and 
highlighted  edges  on  the  styles.  White  signals  form  a  narrow  fringe  of  white. 
This  one  will  not  be  flashy,  but  it  has  a  graceful  quality  about  it  that  you  will 
appreciate  more  every  time  you  see  it. 

MARSHMALLOW  FROSTING  (McEwen  ’84),  a  pure  white  tet,  is  very  starchy 
and  heavily  substanced.  There’s  little  or  no  chance  that  this  one  will  topple 
over  as  the  stalks  are  very  sturdy.  This  is  McEwen’s  best  white  tet  and 
probably  the  best  in  commerce  today. 

JAPANESE  IRIS  REVIEW: 

IAPETUS  (Innerst)  looked  great.  Heavily  ruffled,  IAPETUS  is  light  ground 
sanded  and  veined  deep  blue-violet  shading  to  red-violet  at  the  petal  edges. 
A  blue-violet  halo  and  deep  red-violet  styles  add  the  finishing  touch  to  this 
double  Japanese  flower. 

STAR  AT  MIDNIGHT  (Rich  ’63)  performed  admirably.  This  handsome  deep 
blue-purple  double  with  yellow  signals  bloomed  for  nearly  a  month  in  a  well 
formed  clump.  Everytime  we  wandered  through  the  garden,  STAR  AT  MID¬ 
NIGHT  drew  our  attention.  Don’t  let  the  introduction  date  mislead  you.  This 
Payne  Award  winner  is  as  good  as  any  of  the  contemporary  introductions! 

WIND  DRIFT  (Vogt  ’84)  was  among  the  very  first  to  bloom  and  was  very  lovely. 
WIND  DRIFT  is  nearly  a  pure  white,  3  petalled  or  single  flower.  Only  the  white 
styles  are  edged  in  deep  red-violet.  St  was  one  of  the  most  subtle,  but 
satisfying,  varieties  in  this  garden. 

MIDSUMMER  HAPPINESS  (McEwen  ’91)  is  Currier’s  latest  contribution  to  the 
world  of  Japanese  irises,  and  he  feels  that  this  variety  is  the  closest  to  true 
light  blue  that  he  has  seen.  Clean  white  lines  extend  to  the  edges  of  the  falls. 
MIDSUMMER  HAPPINESS  has  lovely  ruffling  which  is  enhanced  by  marked 
tufting  of  the  styles  and  petaloids  giving  exquisite  form  to  this  beatiful  new¬ 
comer. 
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ROSE  ADAGIO  (Payne  ’68)  really  caught  our  eye!  This  9-petalled  beauty  has 
a  white  base  color  heavily  stripled  and  lightly  veined  a  rosy-purple  shade. 
With  three  extra  petals,  ROSE  ADAGIO  presents  a  very  full  look.  The  color  and 
pattern  are  unique  among  Jl  irises. 


JUDGES?  WHERE  ARE  THEY? 

W.  W.  Steinhauer  (New  Jersey) 

And  I  thought  that  our  Regional  Judges  were  the  only  ones  who  were  lax 
and  non-caring! 

While  I  did  not  try  to  count  the  number  of  judges  listed  in  the  bulletin,  I  am 
only  guessing  it  would  be  close  to  the  thousand  mark.  Where  are  they,  for 
certainly  they  don’t  seem  to  be  doing  the  assignment  or  showing  the  respon¬ 
sibility  for  which  they  were  given  the  title  of  “Judge.” 

Now  follow  me— -I  was  extremely  amazed  in  the  reporting  of  the  HC  awards 
for  1991,  and  if  you  will  turn  to  page  72  under  the  heading  of  “HIGH  COMMEN¬ 
DATION  1991  ”  Bulletin  #284,  there  was  a  total  of  54  votes  cast  for  the  TBs  and 
MTBs,  and  a  total  of  40  votes  for  Siberians.  Only  NINE  hybridizers  received 
the  HC  Award. 

What  does  this  tell  you?  .  .  .  Out  of  the  hundreds  of  hybridizers  in  the 
country,  be  they  backyard  hobbyists  or  the  large  commercial  growers,  cer¬ 
tainly  far  more  than  nine  people  giving  a  go  at  hybridizing  have  seedlings 
growing  that  can  be  worthy  of  the  HC  Award. 

Don’t  you  think  with  the  number  of  judges  in  the  American  Iris  Society,  if 
they  truly  were  interested  in  being  a  judge,  would  give  far  more  attention  to 
evaluating  seedlings,  more  than  ten  seedlings  would  be  worthy  of  the  HC 
award.  This  criticism  of  judges  is  surely  not  meant  for  them  to  go  “Hog  Wild” 
with  their  HC  votes  on  just  any  fair  seedling,  but  they  should  not  overlook  the 
seedling  that  is  outstanding  and  worthy  of  an  HC. 

Perhaps  the  American  Iris  Society  is  a  bit  too  lenient  in  passing  out  the 
honor  of  “JUDGE”  and  a  more  strict  reporting  from  all  judges  should  prove 
they  deserve  the  honor  of  being  a  judge. 

After  all,  it  is  the  new,  excellent  seedling  that  the  hybridizer  strives  for,  for  if 
there  were  no  new  exciting  introductions,  our  gardens  would  become  some¬ 
what  dull  and  the  excitement  and  talk  of  the  new  things  would  be  lost. 

COME  ON  JUDGES,  LET’S  GET  WITH  IT!!!! 
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INTERMEDIATES 

Robert  L.  Jensen  (Idaho) 

The  intermediates,  easily  grown,  free  flowering  and  wind  resistant  are 
gaining  popularity  all  the  time  and  rightly  so.  The  color  range  is  wide  among 
modern  IBs,  a  far  cry  from  the  small  group  of  rather  nondescript  varieties 
known  as  intermediate  during  the  early  days  of  the  American  Iris  Society. 
Most  of  them  have  hybrid  vigor  which  translates  into  strong  growth  and  many 
bloomstalks.  An  iris  planting  featuring  intermediates  only  is  every  bit  as 
colorful  and  beautiful  as  a  similar  planting  of  tall  beardeds.  As  with  any  iris,  a 
year  of  sparse  bloom  does  occasionally  come  along  due  to  harsh  weather, 
but  1991  was  a  banner  year  with  masses  of  bloom  wherever  they  grew  in  my 
garden. 

The  following  were  especially  fine: 

ANNIKINS  (Warburton)  An  oldie  that  holds  its  own  with  the  new  ones,  this 
classy  little  violet  grows  and  blooms  well  and  makes  an  excellent  garden 
clump. 

ASK  ALMA  (Lankow)  Orange,  coral  or  salmon  pink,  however  it  is  described,  a 
clump  can  be  a  garden  highlight  with  its  vigorous  growth  and  abundant 
bloom. 

AZ  AP  (Ensminger)  This  light  blue  variety  with  deep  blue  beards  still  makes 
quite  an  impact,  and  it  competes  well  with  all  the  new  stars.  No  variety,  to 
my  knowledge,  makes  more  bloomstalks  on  an  established  clump. 

BLUE  EYED  BLOND  (Ensminger)  This  is  different,  and  I  liked  it  very  much.  It  is 
sort  of  an  amber  yellow  color  with  a  good  blue  beard  somewhat  on  the 
order  of  the  SDB  Stockholm.  The  flowers  are  medium  sized  but  graceful 
and  very  appealing.  This  was  one  of  the  favorites  of  the  1991  season. 
BLUE  ICING  (Warburton)  It  would  be  hard  not  to  like  this  one.  The  truest 
shade  of  blue  edges  the  white  falls  and  standards.  It  is  a  beautiful  variety. 
BROADWAY  BABY  (Gatty)  Essentially  a  shorter  and  smaller  version  of  the  tall 
bearded  variety  Broadway.  If  you  like  Broadway,  you  will  like  this.  It  is  a 
strong  growing,  prolific  iris. 

CANDY  FLOSS  (Keppel)  Describing  these  new  plicata  types  isn’t  easy.  Keith 
Keppel  calls  it  light  peach  pink  and  ivory  with  faint  lavender  plic  infusions 
and  that’s  good  enough  for  me.  A  new  plant  produced  four  bloomstalks  and 
made  quite  a  show,  fortunately  there  were  two  new  increases  showing  at  the 
end  of  the  growing  season. 

CAROLINA  CHARMER  (Albers)  Though  a  new  plant  produced  but  one  small 
stalk,  the  color  oyster  gold  or  light  tan  with  a  small  white  blaze  was  different 
and  attractive.  I’d  like  to  see  this  one  again. 

COUNTRY  BLUES  (Blyth)  A  neglecta  type  with  lavender  standards  and 
purple  falls.  The  small  flaring  flowers  are  different  from  Hellcat  and  in  my 
garden  at  least,  it  is  a  better  performer. 

DARK  BLIZZARD  (Warburton)  Another  that  is  quite  different,  violet  or  purple 
with  a  lighter  area  in  the  falls.  It  has  beautiful  wide  flaring  form  and  is  a 
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strong  grower  and  fine  performer. 

DOLL  (Keppel)  Well  named  and  possibly  my  favorite  among  the  Keppel 
plicata  types.  A  fancy  ruffled  flower  in  rosy  mauve  and  apricot  and  among 

the  earlier  bloomers  among  IBs. 

GLEE  CLUB  (Ritchie)  This  one  is  as  eager  to  bloom  as  Az  Ap  and  produces 
many,  many  stalks  which  make  a  clump  a  real  showpiece.  This  is  a  bright 
yellow  with  deeper  beards. 

HARLOW  GOLD  (Black)  Some  of  the  yellows  have  better  form  but  for  depend¬ 
able  growth  and  abundant  bloom  this  is  one  of  the  best.  A  fine  medium 
yellow. 

HERO  (Miller)  A  different  shade  of  deep  violet  than  Annikins.  The  fairly  short 
and  compact  plants  had  many  bloomstalks  in  1991 ,  and  the  flowers  are  full 
and  rounded.  This  is  an  excellent  variety. 

LITTLE  BIG  HORN  (Byers)  This  is  rather  a  different  combination  of  light  brown 
or  tan  with  deeper  hafts  and  a  greenish  cast.  Though  a  bit  somber,  it  is 
interesting  and  is  made  more  so  by  small  horns  on  the  terminal  flowers  only. 

LOOKIN  GOOD  (Hager)  One  of  my  favorites  among  the  yellows,  this  is  a  fairly 
light  shade  with  round  failed  flowers,  and  it  has  been  most  reliable.  It  was 
among  the  latest  of  the  IBs  to  flower  in  1991. 

LOU  BROCK  (Briscoe)  Near  black  colored  intermediates  have  never  been 
plentiful.  Lou  Brock  has  been  the  best  one  in  my  garden  for  a  number  of 
years  and  remains  so  for  1991.  A  rather  short  variety  with  small  foliage,  it 
always  blooms  well  and  the  flowers  are  high  quality  all  the  way. 

LOW  HO  SILVER  (Byers)  A  clear  and  clean  small  white  that  is  very  vigorous. 
And  surprise!  The  plant  produced  three  bloomstalks  in  the  fall  of  1991,  the 
only  variety  in  the  garden  to  do  so. 

LULLABY  ISLE  (Martin)  The  small,  tailored,  white  flowers  appear  on  short 
stalks  in  a  clump  ideal  for  the  front  of  the  border. 

MAGI’S  GIFT  (Beattie)  This  fine  blend  of  caramel  and  light  brown  with  a  flush 
of  blue  seems  little  known,  and  that’s  a  shame  as  it  is  a  lovely  flower  and  an 
excellent  performer.  I  have  discovered  nothing  else  quite  like  it. 

MAUI  MOONLIGHT  (Aitken)  A  needed  color  with  perky  flaring  flowers  on  a 
fine  strong  plant.  A  good  foil  for  the  darker  colored  shades,  it  reminds  me  of 
an  old  favorite  Soaring  Kite.  This  is  quite  possibly  the  best  of  the  lemon  or 
cream  colored  IBs  at  present. 

MORNING  SHOW  (Ensminger)  It  is  easy  to  understand  the  popularity  of  this 
excellent  red;  it  is  a  fine  garden  iris  and  a  strong  grower.  Intermediate  in 
season  but  in  my  garden,  it  was  close  to  exceeding  the  height  limits  for  the 

class. 

NEW  KID  (Shoop)  There  are  few  if  any  gold  colored  irises  in  any  class  that  are 
more  brilliant  than  this  one.  The  bright  orange,  sometimes  near  red  beard  is 
an  added  plus.  An  excellent  performer  that  blooms  reliably  and  early. 

NICE  &  NIFTY  (Ensminger)  This  may  be  the  nearest  to  a  black  and  white 
plicata  that  I  have  yet  seen  among  the  IBs.  It  is  actually  a  very  dark  shade  of 
violet  purple  throughout  except  for  the  white  area  in  the  falls — striking. 

OKLAHOMA  BANDIT  (Nichols)  Not  new  but  still  a  unique  color  effect  of  buffy 
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yellow  or  tan  with  deeper  red  brown  hafts.  A  variety  that  few  would  fail  to 
notice,  and  it  has  never  looked  better  here  than  it  did  in  1991. 

POETIC  ART  (Palmer)  A  true  cream  with  deeper  color  at  the  hafts,  a  scarce 
color  among  IBs  and  a  fine  performing  iris. 

RARE  EDITION  (Gatty)  The  classic  IB  that  deserves  all  its  awards,  this  was  a 
mass  of  those  beautiful  white  and  dark  violet  flowers  this  year. 

RASPBERRY  BONNET  (Hamblen)  Of  the  three  raspberry  colored  sister  seed¬ 
lings  introduced  by  Melba  Hamblen,  this  one  is  my  favorite  though  I  like 
them  all.  A  fine  clean  flower  with  deeper  pink  beards.  The  growth  is 
vigorous  and  the  flowers  are  many. 

RED  ZINGER  (Black)  An  excellent  rich  red  with  bronze  beards  and  one  of  the 
best  in  its  class.  It  grows  well  and  its  popularity  is  understandable. 

SUNNY  HONEY  (Shoop)  A  perky  bright  orange  with  fuzzy  deeper  orange 
beards  that  makes  a  great  garden  clump.  An  easy  grower  that  is  very  showy 
and  attractive. 

TRIPLET  (Keppel)  Another  interesting  color  variation  of  apricot  peach  and 
cinnamon,  these  new  shades  really  add  spice  to  the  IB  season.  Triplet  is  a 
strong  grower  and  quite  fragrant. 

WAMPUM  (Ensminger)  Though  some  have  called  this  red,  to  me  it  is  an 
excellent  dark  blend  of  red  violet  and  plum  with  a  blue  blaze  below  the 
brown  beard.  The  stylish  medium  sized  flowers  have  falls  that  flare  and 
though  the  standards  are  open,  the  effect  is  pleasing,  and  best  of  all,  it 
grows  well,  a  trait  sometimes  lacking  in  blends  such  as  this.  I  like  it  very 
much. 


DOWN  WITH  PLICATING! 

Donald  J.  Boon  (Washington) 

In  view  of  the  increasing  use  of  the  terms  “plicating,”  “plicated,”  and  lately, 
“plications,”  it  might  be  well  to  review  the  history  of  some  of  the  terms  we  use 
to  describe  the  various  colors  and  patterns  of  the  bearded  iris. 

Among  collected  forms  once  described  as  species,  we  find  the  following: 

1.  pallida:  pale 

2.  variegata:  of  various  colors 

3.  amoena:  pleasing 

4.  neglecta:  neglected  (why?) 

5.  plicata:  plicate,  i.e. ,  folded,  referring  to  the  folding  of  the  standards  in 
the  bud  (c.f.,  duplicate,  complicate,  implicate,  all  of  which  imply  a 
folding) 

6.  lurida;  lurid 

7.  squalens:  squalid,  i.e.,  blended 
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The  last  two  terms  have  fallen  out  of  use,  although  “squalens”  was  used  in 
the  early  check  lists  as  part  of  the  color  classification.  Only  “pallida”  and 
“variegata”  are  now  regarded  as  species,  although  we  still  use  the  term 
“variegata”  to  describe  irises  with  yellow  standards  and  falls  of  brown-red  to 
violet. 

The  term  “amoena”  originally  referred  to  an  iris  with  white  standards  and 
violet  falls,  but  we’ve  extended  it  to  mean  any  iris  with  white  standards  and 
falls  of  any  color.  Likewise,  “neglecta”  meant  an  iris  with  lavender  standards 
and  deep  violet  falls,  and  we’ve  extended  the  term  to  mean  any  iris  with  two 
tones  of  the  same  color,  the  falls  being  markedly  deeper.  The  terms  “reverse 
amoena”  and  “reverse  neglecta”  are  convenient  and  clear.  However,  we  do 
not  say  an  iris  is  “amoemaed”  (pleased?)  with  violet,  or  that  an  iris  is  “ne¬ 
glected”  (heaven  forbid)  with  lavender  and  purple.  So  to  say  that  an  iris  is 
“plicated”  (folded)  with  blue,  or  has  purple  “plicating”  or  “plications”  (pleats) 
is  nonsense.  Stitched,  dotted,  lined,  washed,  brushed,  stippled,  marbled, 
banded:  yes.  But  plicated:  no! 


“REGION  FIVE  COMES  ALIVE 

IN  1992” 


Region  Five  members  have  worked  very  hard  to  make  this  convention  one 
that  will  linger  for  years  in  the  minds  of  all  who  attend.  Spring  time  in  Atlanta  is 
something  to  see.  I  don’t  think  the  Region  Five  committee  could  have  chosen 
a  more  beautiful  place  to  hold  the  convention  than  the  Waverly.  Friday  night  is 
big  band  night  at  the  Waverly,  so  bring  your  dancing  shoes.  There  is  no 
charge  to  attend  if  you  are  a  registered  guest. 

We  will  host  a  flower  show  on  Wednesday,  April  29.  Horticulture  may  be 
entered  7:00  PM  to  10:00  PM  Tuesday  night  and  from  7:00  AM  to  10:00  AM  on 
Wednesday  morning. 

Hosting  a  national  convention  is  an  honor,  please  honor  us  with  your  pres¬ 
ence. 
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TO  WIN  .  .  .  YOU  MUST  ENTER 

Mrs.  Walter  A.  Machulak  (Wisconsin) 

Another  opening  .  .  .  another  show  ...  be  it  on  Broadway  or  a  local 
shopping  center,  a  show  is  a  big  deal.  The  rehearsal,  the  props,  the  makeup 
and  the  actors  themselves  all  contribute  to  the  success  of  the  show.  Iris  shows 
are  no  exception.  A  certain  amount  of  preparation  goes  on  behind  the  scenes 
before  the  Queen  of  Show  is  placed  on  the  show  bench.  But,  just  how  much 
primping  is  necessary  to  make  an  ordinary  iris  a  Queen? 

For  that  answer,  let’s  contact  an  expert,  Mr.  Fred  Jahnke,  of  Cedarburg, 
Wisconsin,  who  has  been  a  member  of  AIS  for  forty  years.  During  this  time  he 
has  won  the  Queen  of  Show  eleven  times,  six  in  the  tall  bearded  show  and  five 
in  the  median  show.  He  has  won  twenty  Silver  Medals,  nine  Bronze  Medals, 
twenty-one  Best  Collection  Awards,  at  least  forty  Certificates,  several  hun¬ 
dred  Blue  Ribbons,  and  miscellaneous  ribbons  that  are  too  numerous  to 
count.  STEPPING  OUT,  JAKARTA,  PUNCH  LINE,  and  CONSUMATION  are  a 
few  of  the  Queens  that  are  outstanding  in  Jahnke’s  memories. 

First  of  all,  to  win  you  must  enter,  but  to  enter  you  must  grow  the  irises.  Mr. 
Jahnke  says  he  grows  them  all,  except  the  MDB’s.  He  grew  Spurias  at  one 
time,  but  has  since  given  up  on  them,  due  to  lack  of  space.  He  enters  all 
classes,  except  the  artistic  division.  Of  course,  every  iris  isn’t  a  possible 
winner  either,  as  some  have  no  potential.  “An  iris  with  two  or  three  blooms  or 
an  iris  that  doesn’t  stand  up  to  show  bench  conditions  just  doesn’t  have  ‘it,’  ” 
says  Jahnke.  Some  people  enter  duds.  There  is  no  chance  of  winning  the 
Queen  with  a  dud,  so  your  best  bet  is  to  get  rid  of  it. 

Jahnke  feels  that  if  your  goal  is  to  win  at  iris  shows,  you  should  have  this  in 
mind  when  you  purchase  irises.  One  of  the  most  important  things  is  to  find  out 
who  the  breeder  is  and  know  what  to  expect  from  this  breeder.  To  study  the 
parentage  is  also  important.  In  the  Wisconsin  area,  it  is  wise  to  favor  irises  that 
have  been  grown  in  areas  that  aren’t  too  warm.  “Not  that  they  aren’t  good,’’ 
Jahnke  says,  “but,  California  irises  must  be  acclimated  to  our  area  before  we 
can  expect  their  full  potential.”  He  said  when  he  first  saw  AZ,  ZP,  it  was 
something  different  and  he  likes  it  even  though  it  is  in  the  median  class.  He 
explains  that  it  blooms  like  crazy,  which  is  a  good  garden  quality;  therefore,  it 
also  is  a  good  show  potential.  Several  others  that  perform  well  consistently, 
according  to  Jahnke,  are  AMIGO,  HONORABILE,  SHORT  STORY,  HOT 
FUDGE  and  i.  VIRGINICA  ALBA.  COTTON  BLOSSOM  is  also  hard  to  beat. 
Oddities  that  have  been  around  for  a  long  time,  i.  GRAMINEA  and  i. 
TECTORUM,  have  won  many  ribbons  too.  A  Siberian  iris,  VELVET  GOWN,  was 
introduced  by  a  Wisconsin  hybridizer,  Mrs.  Robert  Reinhardt.  With  this  iris 
Jahnke  won  the  best  seedling  award,  and  it  has  been  a  blue  ribbon  winner 
ever  since. 

Purchasing  irises  with  the  possibility  of  their  bloom  stalks  ending  up  on  the 
show  bench  isn’t  always  feasible.  There  is  no  guarantee  that  expensive  irises 
are  blue  ribbon  winners  either.  Naturally,  he  can’t  see  everything,  but  Mr. 
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Jahnke  studies  irises  seen  at  shows  and  also  in  others’  gardens.  Then  he 
orders  specific  plants  through  catalogs,  buys  at  auctions  and  does  a  consid¬ 
erable  amount  of  trading  with  fellow  irisarians. 

Once  the  irises  have  been  purchased,  they  are  planted  in  beds  of  similar 
varieties.  Each  iris  gets  a  tag  with  its  name  and  class.  At  show  time  it  is  much 
easier  to  make  selections  when  the  classes  are  kept  together  and  each  iris 
properly  identified  with  entry  tag  information.  In  a  certain  area,  Jahnke 
planted  some  named  forty  chromosome  Siberians  from  Dr.  McEwen.  He 
recalls  that  they  were  so  beautiful  he  took  a  small  table  and  a  chair  out  there 
and  ate  his  lunch  surrounded  by  these  lovely  blooms. 

General  maintenance  is  what  Jahnke  provides  for  the  new  plantings,  and 
not  too  much  favoritism  is  shown.  A  little  sand,  peat  and  compost  are  put  into 
each  hole  before  the  iris  is  planted.  Depending  on  weather  conditions,  he 
may  apply  a  little  extra  water  with  a  sprinkling  can.  This  year  fifteen  new  irises 
took  up  residency  in  the  Jahnke  garden. 

“I  show  to  win,  but  do  not  make  special  choices  from  the  given  categories.  I 
like  to  win,  and  I  go  after  the  medals,”  said  Jahnke.  He  said  he  likes  to  win  with 
collections,  especially  with  plicatas.  “I  show  to  win,  but  I  don’t  show  to  fill  the 
show  bench.  I  go  through  the  whole  place  looking  for  show  stalks.  If  you  show 
to  win,  you  can  win  in  categories  that  aren’t  too  popular.”  That  is  Jahnke’s 
theory.  He  has  a  love  for  plicatas  and  likes  to  win  with  them,  but  lately  he  has 
been  unable  to  find  varieties  that  are  winners. 

Entry  tags  are  one  of  the  first  things  that  Mr.  Jahnke  obtains  in  preparation 
for  the  show.  He  is  a  firm  believer  that  they  should  be  filled  out  ahead  of  time; 
weeks  in  advance  is  a  good  idea.  He  has  a  rubber  stamp  with  his  name  and 
address  and  stamps  each  tag  twice.  He  cuts  the  irises,  completes  the  tag 
and  attaches  it  before  he  places  the  iris  in  the  carrier.  He  dislikes  people  who 
have  no  idea  of  names  or  classes  of  the  irises  they  bring  to  the  work  bench  on 
the  morning  of  the  show  and  disturb  everyone  else  by  asking  questions  and 
trying  to  identify  the  stalks. 

The  containers  used  to  hold  the  cut  bloom  stalks  are  two  liter  soda  bottles 
which  are  reused  each  year.  Each  bottle  contains  some  wet  sand,  “And  as  I 
pick  the  flowers,  I  put  them  into  the  container  right  away,”  Jahnke  com¬ 
mented.  The  two  liter  bottles  work  for  the  TB’s.  The  “small  stuff”  goes  into  a  five 
gallon  bucket  two-thirds  full  of  wet  sand.  Usually  ten  little  ones  will  fill  a 
bucket.  “I  put  the  bucket  on  a  bench.  As  I  select  and  cut  each  iris,  I  make  a 
special  trip  to  the  bucket  with  each  one.  Each  iris  is  handled  individually  so  it 
does  not  get  damaged.”  Then  Jahnke  puts  the  liter  bottles  into  corrugated 
containers.  He  said  Dairy  Queen  had  some  good  boxes,  some  of  which  he 
has  used  for  over  fifteen  years. 

Jahnke  is  thankful  for  the  barn  he  has  on  his  property  because  when  not  in 
use,  all  the  containers  are  stacked  and  stored  there.  Right  after  the  show  he 
cleans  all  containers  and  replaces  any  that  have  become  ragged.  They  now 
are  all  ready  for  next  year’s  show. 

With  the  show  one  week  away,  Jahnke  is  watching  and  figuring  what  he 
wants  to  take.  He  purchases  the  sand,  get  the  containers  out  of  storage  and 
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fills  the  bottles.  He  said,  “You  must  have  more  than  just  TB’s.  If  you  show  in  one 
class,  you  have  just  one  potential.  You  must  fill  out  the  classes.  Grow  oddities. 
You  must  have  material  to  enter  many  classes.  For  example,  GRAMINEA  is  a 
prolific  bloomer  giving  you  many  stalks  to  choose  from,  both  of  single  spec¬ 
imens  and  collections.”  He  does  not  mark  any  prospective  show  winners.  But 
he  does  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  his  garden.  When  he  is  planning  for  a  certain 
class,  “I  have  them  all  right  there.  I  can  pick  and  choose  as  I  like.  I  can  easily 
walk  through  and  check  out  the  BB’s,  and  I  can  check  out  the  TB’s  because 
they  are  pretty  much  in  the  same  location.  All  I  can  do  is  keep  an  eye  on  the 
blooms.  I  can’t  do  anything  else,  but  be  careful  that  I  myself  don’t  do  some 
damage  as  I  pass  through.” 

One  year  Jahnke  pressed  the  panic  button  and  began  cutting  irises  three 
days  before  the  show.  He  learned  that  irises  become  stifled  when  cut  too 
soon.  They  don’t  fill  out  the  the  maximum.  However,  cutting  irises  two  days  in 
advance  of  the  show  is  highly  possible,  providing  one  has  use  of  a  spare 
refrigerator.  It  is  preferable  that  red  or  brown  irises  do  not  open  to  daylight, 
keeping  their  color  better  that  way. 

Finally  it  is  the  night  before  the  show  We  find  Mr.  Jahnke  in  the  basement  of 
his  old  farm  home.  The  basement  is  cool;  the  doors  are  open  for  ventilation. 
The  room  in  which  he  is  working  is  large  with  enough  space  for  the  many 
stalks  which  have  been  cut  and  those  yet  to  be  cut  tonight.  The  radio  is 
playing  softly.  He  is  working  by  himself  now,  but  years  ago  when  his  children 
were  home,  he  did  have  their  help.  His  wife,  an  artist,  prefers  not  to  become 
involved  during  these  tense  moments  of  Fred’s  life,  and  there  is  an  invisible 
sign  on  the  door  which  says,  “No  visitors  until  after  the  show.  ”  He  works  slowly 
until  2  or  3  A.M.  if  necessary,  cutting  and  carrying  each  stalk  individually  into 
the  basement,  being  extremely  careful  that  he  doesn’t  damage  any  stalks.  “I 
just  keep  moving,”  he  says.  “I  want  no  interference,  and  I  prefer  that  no  one 
else  touch  these  irises.”  If  iris  stalks  are  touched  too  much,  the  frost  is 
removed  and  Jahnke  feels  this  is  a  big  minus  factor  when  the  irises  are 
judged.  When  everything  seems  satisfactory,  Mr.  Jahnke  will  try  to  get  a  few 
hours  of  sleep. 

Weather  plays  a  big  part  in  the  procedure  which  Jahnke  follows  each  year. 
He  will  plan  on  cutting  some  irises  on  the  morning  of  the  show,  but  if  it  looks 
like  rain,  he  will  cut  more  the  night  before.  In  a  good  year,  he  will  cut  a  total  of 
eighty  or  ninety  stalks,  always  cutting  more  than  he  will  take  to  the  show.  “If 
they  look  like  they  are  failing,  I  put  them  aside.  I  can  handle  between  sixty-five 
and  seventy-stalks;  not  all  are  TB’s  of  course.  If  you  take  too  many,  you  wreck 
them,”  he  said.  “As  I  handle  each  stalk,  I’m  judging  it,  what  I  think  its  potential 
is.  When  I  put  them  into  the  car,  I  fee!  they  have  a  chance  of  winning.” 

Some  stalks  get  a  little  extra  help.  For  unopened  blooms,  Mr.  Jahnke  takes 
them  to  the  kitchen  and  puts  them  in  warm  water,  after  which  he  turns  on  the 
kitchen  light.  After  a  while,  he  will  take  a  flight  feather  from  a  pigeon  (which  he 
raises)  and  manipulate  the  iris  petals  to  help  the  flower  open.  He  feels  the 
feather  is  not  too  soft,  yet  gentle  enough  to  do  the  job,  but  a  Q-tip  also  works. 
To  hold  the  open  blooms  there  isn’t  too  much  one  can  do,  he  said,  except 
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keep  them  in  a  cool  basement  or  maybe  a  garage  with  both  doors  open  when 
the  night  air  is  cool.  “The  important  thing  is  to  keep  the  air  circulating,”  Jahnke 
advised. 

Other  cosmetic  secrets  that  Jahnke  was  willing  to  share  are  that  he  carefully 
removes  any  brown  tips  on  the  iris  leaves  by  trimming  them  with  a  scissors 
following  the  natural  curvature  of  the  leaf.  “Trim  them  like  they  grow,”  Jahnke 
explained.  Again  he  stressed  the  importance  of  not  removing  the  frost  and 
said,  “Be  careful  that  you  don’t  get  finger  marks  on  in  the  first  place.” 

The  morning  of  the  show  usually  begins  at  3  A.M.,  but  it  has  not  been 
uncommon  for  Jahnke  to  stay  up  all  night  preparing  for  the  event.  “Am  I 
nervous?”  Jahnke  said.  “Yes,  I  am  very  nervous.” 

As  the  day  dawns,  Jahnke  is  still  cutting  a  few  more  irises,  if  necessary,  and 
maybe  still  sorting  out  what  he  will  take.  He  has  his  station  wagon  loaded 
before  6:00  A.M.  He  feels  there  is  an  advantage  to  having  a  station  wagon 
rather  than  a  car  for  transporting  the  stalks  and  finds  that  it  is  unnecessary  to 
remove  any  parts  of  the  car  to  fit  in  the  TB  stalks.  He  commented,  “I’m  there 
when  the  door  opens,”  which  means  he  is  usually  the  first  one  there.  “I  don’t 
do  any  writing  because  my  entry  tags  are  all  made  out  and  attached  to  the 
proper  stalk.  I  get  my  containers  out  of  the  car.  I  take  the  stalks,  one  by  one, 
out  of  my  containers  and  put  them  into  those  provided  by  the  show  commit¬ 
tee.  Then  I  place  them  on  the  show  bench.”  He  emphasized  that  he  chooses 
to  do  this  without  any  extra  help. 

There  are  advantages  to  being  the  first  one  to  arrive  at  the  show.  You  get  to 
pick  the  best  spot  to  use  as  a  work  area  and  can  claim  as  much  space  as  you 
feel  necessary.  You  know  you  have  plenty  of  time  and  can  avoid  the  hustle  and 
bustle  of  the  last  minute  rush.  Plus,  you  can  choose  your  spots  on  the  show 
bench  to  the  best  advantage. 

Jahnke  follows  a  special  order  when  placing  his  irises  on  the  show  bench. 
Those  with  the  most  potential  are  placed  first,  and  he  continues  to  place  them 
according  to  their  quality  in  their  special  classes.  Again  Jahnke  stressed  that 
he  shows  to  win  the  blue  ribbons  and  to  win  points  but  that  everything  counts. 
There  are  really  no  cosmetic  secrets  used  at  this  time,  but  the  manner  in  which 
he  places  the  bloom  stalks  on  the  show  bench  is  important.  “First  of  all,  pick  a 
prominent  spot  in  the  assigned  area.  Turn  the  stalk  or  container  so  that  the  iris 
is  showing  its  best  side  and  is  seen  well,  not  too  low,  and  not  too  high. 
Remember,  you  want  to  see  the  flower.  Watch  for  the  light  from  behind,  never 
placing  your  entry  in  the  sunlight  if  you  can  help  it,  another  advantage  of 
arriving  early.” 

As  Jahnke  places  each  iris  on  the  show  bench,  he  is  still  studying  its 
winning  possibilities.  He  remarked,  “If  you  have  a  lot  of  entries  you  cull  them  at 
home,  but  if  you  don’t  have  many  to  bring,  you  bring  the  marginal  ones  along 
and  hope!”  Sometimes  he  displays  all  the  stalks  he  brought,  and  other  times 
he  may  not.  For  example,  he  brings  five  for  a  collection.  He  enters  three  as  the 
collection,  one  as  a  single  entry  and  discards  the  fifth  to  the  artistic  arrangers 
who  are  always  looking  for  material. 

It  has  happened,  but  not  very  often,  that  a  potential  blue  ribbon  winner  gets 
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damaged.  Jahnke  laughed  and  said,  “You  have  to  expect  a  little  of  that  as 
being  part  of  the  territory.” 

What  advice  or  suggestions  does  he  have  for  those  who  are  about  to  enter 
their  first  show?  Jahnke  replied,  “Get  as  much  as  possible  done  ahead  of 
time.  Get  your  entry  tags  filled  out  with  name  and  entry  numbers.  Avoid  errors 
in  naming  and  classifying  each  iris.  This  is  so  important!  Study  each  stalk  for 
its  winning  potentials,  not  overlooking  the  faults.  You  will  find  that  entering 
shows  becomes  easier  with  practice.  You  can  cull  better  and  select  your 
stalks  with  more  experience.  Everything  improves  with  experience.  You  can’t 
do  everything  right,  but  you  certainly  learn  by  your  mistakes.” 

Some  of  Jahnke’s  pet  peeves:  Late  comers,  especially  those  who  come 
unprepared  with  no  entry  tags,  no  names  or  unknown  classifications.  Dis¬ 
tracting  each  other  in  the  work  area  with  unnecessary  questions  like,  “What 
would  you  do  with  this?”  or  “Where  is  the  sand?” 

It  has  been  a  long  time  since  Jahnke  entered  his  first  show,  but  he  feels 
conditions  have  improved  since  those  early  days.  “You  have  a  handbook  now, 
which  clearly  states  the  rules,  and  things  are  more  precise.  In  the  beginning  I 
didn’t  know  what  was  going  on,  and  there  wasn’t  anything  to  work  by.  Now  it’s 
all  there  in  our  Judge’s  Handbook,  rules,  illustrations  and  what  have  you.  All 
one  has  to  do  is,  read  the  book!” 

Having  won  Queen  of  Show  gives  Jahnke  a  satisfied  feeling  that  all  of  his 
efforts  were  worthwhile.  However,  if  he  doesn’t  win  Queen,  he  is  satisfied  with 
the  blue  ribbons.  “When  someone  else  wins,  you  are  glad  for  them.” 

Jahnke  concludes  that  we  need  more  people  who  are  willing  to  participate 
in  our  shows.  Encourage  questions  at  the  local  meetings  from  anyone  who  is 
the  least  bit  interested.  “If  you  have  questions — ask!  You  need  not  feel  foolish. 
There  isn’t  such  a  thing  as  a  dump  question,  especially  when  you  are  sitting 
out.  Enter  your  first  show  with  three  stalks,  and  with  a  little  luck,  you  will  have 
three  blue  ribbons  and  Queen  of  Show.” 


THE  GENTLE  ART  OF  DEAD-HEADING 

Oliver  Eldridge  (Connecticut) 

Dead-heading  is  the  timely  removal  of  spent  blooms.  When  faithfully  prac¬ 
ticed  by  the  iris  gardener  it  is  his  last,  best  act  of  showmanship  to  promote  the 
dramatic  impact  of  his  display.  If  neglected,  the  display  falls  short  of  its 
potential.  Because  iris  blossoms  commonly  are  large,  spectacular  in  color 
and  form,  dead-heading  can  have  profound  effect  for  the  better. 

By  well-known  definition — Arts  consists  in  knowing  what  to  leave  out. 
Leave  out  yesterday’s  weary  veterans  and  blooms  marked  or  weakened  by 
rain,  torn  by  wind.  Your  visitors’  impressions  will  be  inspired  by  today’s  irises  in 
full  flower  and  by  the  rising  promise  of  buds  for  tomorrow  to  come. 

The  gentle  art  may  be  practiced  by  snips  or  by  snaps.  The  snips  are  those 
of  thin  scissor  blades  of  five  inch  length  or  so.  Deftly,  quickly,  inconspicuously 
they  sever  the  flower  at  its  base.  The  muted  snaps  are  those  of  stems  held  by 
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thumb  and  forefinger,  turned  by  a  slight  roll  of  the  wrist.  Though  repetitive,  the 
process  calls  for  alertness  and  judgment.  An  unfurling  bud  for  tomorrow  can 
be  hiding  among  drooping  falls.  Beware! 

Typically  this  is  early  morning  duty,  a  before  breakfast  duty.  The  grass  often 
is  wet  from  dew  or  a  night  shower.  When  the  season  is  young,  a  bucket 
suffices  as  receptacle.  Days  later  we  graduate  to  a  bushel  basket.  By  sea¬ 
son’s  end  we  make  several  trips  to  the  compost  pile  with  the  same  basket. 
Sometimes  after  lunch  when  the  day  is  hot,  a  second  dead-heading  tour  of 
the  beds  can  be  worthwhile.  If  dead-heading  be  a  chore  it  must  be  one  of  the 
most  pleasant,  for  the  gardener  gets  a  pre-view  of  wonders  come  to  flower 
overnight .  .  .  enough  to  start  any  day  with  enthusiasm! 

While  admiring  the  picture-perfect  irises  of  tour  gardens,  give  thought  and 
appreciation  for  such  invisible  details  as  dead-heading  performed  by  (or 
arranged  by)  your  hosts  but  a  few  hours  before  your  arrival. 

Dead-heading  will  improve  the  quality  of  your  garden,  too. 

YOUTH  VIEWS 

Jean  E.  Morris 

I  have  been  appointed  as  the  new  AIS  youth  leader.  This  is  an  altogether 
humbling  thought.  Nevertheless,  I  am  full  of  enthusiasm  because  Catherine 
Gates  has  left  me  with  such  well-organized  files  and  schedules.  She  almost 
makes  the  job  look  easy.  Cathy  has  done  an  outstanding  job  since  she  took 
over  the  AIS  Youth  Committee  in  1984.  Not  only  have  I  noticed  more  youth 
involvement  and  participation  in  AIS,  but  also  youth  information  was  regularly 
shared  through  Cathy  with  the  rest  of  the  AIS  membership  via  the  Bulletin. 
Thanks  for  everything,  Cathy!  I  know  there  are  many  young  people  out  there 
giving  their  applause  along  with  mine. 

My  hope  is  to  continue  the  ideas  Cathy  has  employed  and  to  consider  other 
ideas  put  forth  by  our  under  nineteen-years-of-age  irisarians.  So  please  let 
me  hear  from  you.  My  address  is  in  the  front  of  the  Bulletin. 

I  have  worked  with  young  iris  lovers  in  the  St.  Louis  area  for  many  years.  This 
group  included  our  own  two  children,  now  over  eighteen,  and  some  twenty- 
five  others  who  have  grown  through  our  youth  program  here.  They  have  taught 
me  many  things,  and  I  expect  that  will  also  be  my  experience  at  the  national 
level. 

I  am  looking  forward  to  meeting  some  of  you  at  the  AIS  Convention  this 
spring  in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  We  will  have  at  least  one  youth  event,  so  check  the 
convention  schedule  and  be  ready  for  some  fun.  For  those  able  to  attend, 
take  a  few  notes  in  the  gardens  and  write  a  paragraph  or  two  telling  us  your 
impressions — no  typing  needed  and  I  don’t  take  off  for  spelling. 

The  rest  of  you  might  want  to  share  with  us  how  an  adult,  or  other  youth 
member,  has  encouraged  you  in  your  interest  in  irises.  Or  give  an  opinion 
about  how  you  would  like  adult  AIS  members  to  treat  you.  Youth  members  can 
add  a  fresh  point  of  view  to  AIS.  We  are  listening.  Teach  us! 
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HOW  ABOUT  TRYING  SOME 
SPURIAS? 

Maxine  Perkins  (New  Mexico) 

At  every  Spuria  Association  Meeting  held  during  the  AIS  Conventions,  we 
have  people  who  just  come  in  to  see  what  a  spuria  is.  They  see  pictures 
outside  our  meeting  room  and  inside  we  try  to  have  some  blooms  brought  by 
members  traveling  from  other  regions  with  earlier  bloom  seasons.  Since  the 
spuria  usually  blooms  at  the  end  of  the  tall-bearded  season,  the  typical 
convention  garden  doesn’t  have  any  in  bloom.  So,  for  many,  it  is  the  first  time 
they  have  ever  seen  a  spuria  in  bloom,  and  they  are  truly  impressed.  These 
prospective  members  want  to  know  if  they  can  grow  them,  where  you  buy 
them,  when  to  plant  them,  and  why  they  haven’t  seen  them  before? 

Spurias  are  more  common  in  the  warmer  and  sunnier  parts  of  the  U.S.,  but 
they  are  being  grown  successfully  in  some  of  the  northern  states  as  well  as 
mid-America  and  some  southeastern  states.  Spurias  are  heavy  feeders  and 
like  plenty  of  water  during  the  fall  and  spring  seasons  and  good  drainage.  If 
you  are  interested,  why  don’t  you  try  some?  They  are  excellent  landscape 
plants  and  extend  the  iris  bloom  season  three  to  four  weeks.  Their  height  and 
the  fact  that  they  can  be  left  undisturbed  for  several  years  make  them 
beautiful  additions  to  corners  and  the  back  of  perennial  beds.  Alone,  they  are 
great  accents,  and  the  blooms  last  three  or  four  days  in  arrangements. 

Many  of  the  really  beautiful  things  in  life  require  a  little  effort  on  your  part  and 
with  spurias  it  starts  with  the  fact  that  you  plant  them  in  the  fall.  Most  of  us  are 
tired  of  mowing  grass,  weeding,  digging,  and  preparing  flower  beds  by 
September  and  are  probably  hoping  for  an  early  frost.  However,  if  you  haven’t 
tried  the  fall  planted  irises,  you  are  missing  a  real  treat.  I  do  know  from 
experience  that  it  takes  some  planning  to  get  enthusiastic  about  digging  and 
planting  when  everyone  else  is  finished  and  working  on  planting  charts,  wish 
lists,  or  just  plain  relaxing,  but  once  you  have  seen  a  clump  of  spurias  in  full 
bloom  it  will  be  easier  to  get  enthusiastic  about  growing  them. 

I  first  fell  in  love  with  spurias  about  30  years  ago  when  my  mother  ordered  3 
of  them.  Over  the  years  they  multiplied  and  created  a  beautiful  background  in 
one  corner  of  the  yard.  Two  of  the  varieties  are  still  there  even  though  the 
house  has  been  unoccupied  off  and  on  for  seven  years.  As  I  watched  them 
year  after  year  I  told  myself  that  we  would  buy  some  next  year.  At  that  time  we 
had  five  schoolage  children  and  somehow  there  was  never  any  time  or  money 
for  spurias  in  the  fall  of  the  year.  I  collected  a  few  with  uncertain  names  from 
old  friends,  but  I  finally  figured  out  a  way  to  add  spurias  with  correct  names. 
Early  the  next  spring  I  ordered  about  10  varieties  introduced  in  the  late  60 ’s 
and  early  70’s.  I  knew  that  I  would  definitely  prepare  a  place  for  anything  that  I 
had  spent  my  money  on,  and  I  was  ready  for  them  when  they  arrived  in 
October.  I  highly  recommend  this  approach  to  any  of  you  who  let  year  after 
year  go  by  without  fall-planted  irises. 
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There  are  a  couple  of  things  you  must  understand  about  spurias  before 
yours  arrive.  First,  you  must  plant  them  as  soon  as  possible,  because  they  will 
not  survive  if  they  dry  out  before  planting.  I  know  most  of  you  have  dropped  a 
tall-bearded  rhizome  on  the  way  to  the  trash  and  found  it  blooming  out  there  in 
the  alley  next  year,  but  that  won’t  happen  with  spurias.  If  you  didn’t  get  your 
beds  prepared  with  lots  of  organic  material  or  it’s  raining,  which  it  does  here  in 
the  fall,  keep  them  damp  and  cool.  If  it  is  going  to  be  several  days,  I  plant  them 
in  pots  and  let  them  get  started  before  I  transplant  them.  Floyd  Wickenkamp 
keeps  his  in  a  refrigerator,  but  I  don’t  have  an  extra  one  as  he  does.  Last  year  I 
received  two  introductions  in  July  and  planted  them  in  half-gallon  black  pots 
using  a  mix  with  lots  of  humus.  I  kept  them  damp  and  in  a  shaded  place  until 
they  were  growing,  then  transferred  the  pots  to  full  sun  and  when  I  planted 
them  in  October,  the  pot  was  full  of  roots  and  there  were  three  or  four 
increases.  So,  you  can  move  them,  but  it’s  more  work  in  the  summer.  The 
second  thing  you  must  do  is  keep  them  damp  after  transplanting  until  they  get 
started.  Once  they  are  established,  you  can  really  leave  them  alone,  and  they 
will  perform  year  after  year.  Of  course,  they  will  perform  better  if  they  are 
fertilized  and  watered  in  their  active  growing  season. 

Spurias  are  heavy  feeders  and  like  lots  of  organic  matter  in  the  soil,  but  they 
need  good  drainage.  Late  summer  rains  create  an  ideal  condition  for  mus¬ 
tard  seed  fungus  which  will  destroy  many  of  the  plants  if  water  is  allowed  to 
stand  in  the  beds  while  the  temperature  goes  up.  I  attribute  most  of  my  losses 
to  mustard  seed  fungus,  but  I  was  looking  for  damage  like  soft  rot.  When  I  had 
a  spuria  that  did  not  have  any  growth  the  second  year,  I  dug  it  and  the  rhizome 
would  be  hard  as  a  rock  with  little  increases  that  could  be  felt,  but  no  roots  or 
signs  of  life.  I  thought  the  heat  and  moist  conditions  had  just  killed  the  new 
growth.  When  I  asked  other  spuria  growers  and  read  what  I  could  find, 
everything  indicated  mustard  seed  fungus.  Now  I  dip  all  transplanted  or  new 
orders  in  a  weak  solution  of  clorox  and  sprinkle  terraclor  wettable  powder  on 
the  beds  and  work  it  into  the  soil  before  planting.  I  have  only  lost  one  plant 
since  I  started  doing  this.  I  grow  about  20  spurias  in  perennial  beds,  it  is 
necessary  to  keep  the  leaves  and  dead  foliage  away  from  them  so  they  have 
good  ventilation  and  drainage.  This  helps  to  keep  down  the  aphid  population. 
The  tight  fit  of  the  spuria  fan  is  probably  as  close  to  heaven  as  an  aphid  can 
find  here  on  earth.  Early  in  the  year  I  remove  all  dead  foliage  and  destroy  it,  but 
it  still  takes  insecticides  to  keep  aphids  in  control.  I  usually  use  a  systemic 
depending  on  what  else  is  growing  in  the  beds. 

In  recent  years  we  have  had  several  articles  in  the  AIS  bulletin  on  spuria 
culture,  favorites  of  SIS  members,  and  lists  of  Nies  Award  Winners  to  help  you 
choose  some  spurias  to  start  with.  I  grow  about  70  varieties  here  in  Mesilla 
Park  and  just  when  I  decide  one  is  my  favorite  another  one  opens,  and  it 
becomes  the  favorite.  Some  do  grow  better  for  me  than  others,  but  I  think  you 
can  just  choose  some  colors  you  like  and  try  three  or  four  to  start  with. 

I  hope  this  has  made  you  want  to  try  a  spuria  or  two,  and  we  will  look  for  you 
in  Atlanta  at  the  Spuria  Iris  Society  Meeting. 
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BORDER  PATROL 

Walter  A.  Moores  (Mississippi) 

Border  bearded  irises,  whether  they  remont  or  not,  are  probably  the  most 
controversial  of  the  bearded  irises.  When  released  and  removed  from  their 
nativity,  many  have  a  tendency  to  misbehave  more  than  any  other  bearded 
type.  Some  blooms  are  over-size  or  the  plant  grows  out  of  class,  thus  exceed¬ 
ing  the  height  regulations  so  prescribed  by  purist  judges. 

Also,  some  hybridizers  who  should  know  better  are  guilty  of  introducing  a 
spectacular  flower — TB  in  size-on  a  short,  clubby  stalk  and  calling  it  a  border 
because  there  is  no  official  class  known  as  a  “short  tall." 

If  an  SDB  overgrows,  one  can  call  it  an  IB  and  get  away  with  it.  Conversely, 
with  a  runt  IB  one  can  call  it  an  SDB  and  it  wins  awards,  and  nobody  knows  the 
difference  except  those  who  study  the  R  &  I  publications.  There  is  no  such 
flexibility  for  a  border. 

WHO’EE  (Stevens  1986)  represents  some  of  the  ramifications  that  can  take 
place  in  the  risky  business  of  registering  an  iris  as  a  border  bearded.  WHO’EE 
was  originally  registered  as  a  BB  and  won  its  HM  as  a  BB  the  same  year  its 
registration  was  changed  to  tall  bearded.  In  1989  it  won  an  HM  as  a  TB! 

According  to  Bennett  Jones  in  THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES,  a  border  bearded 
is  a  plant  with  flowers  five  inches  wide  and  3.5  inches  high  on  stalks  approx¬ 
imately  25.5  inches  in  height  with  foliage  in  quantity,  size,  and  proportion  all  in 
balance  with  the  flowering  scapes. 

In  the  HANDBOOK  FOR  JUDGES  AND  SHOW  OFFICIALS,  a  border 
bearded  iris  is  defined  as  a  four  to  five  inch  flower  on  a  stalk  that  is  sixteen  to 
twenty-seven  inches  tall  with  the  leaves  being  shorter  than  the  flower  stalks 
and  the  flower  size  reduced  in  proportion  to  height.  Does  this  mean  that  one 
should  introduce  a  spectacular  five  inch  flower  on  a  sixteen-inch  stalk?  The 
handbook  doesn’t  say,  but  probably  not.  It  does  say  that  large  flowers 
suitable  for  tall  bearded  irises  appear  out  of  place  on  a  short  stalk. 

Bennett  Jones  states  there  is  no  established  form  for  border  bearded 
irises.  Lace  and  ruffling  are  fashionable,  but  the  grace  and  charm  of  the  more 
tailored  flower  should  be  remembered. 

The  HANDBOOK  FOR  JUDGES  AND  SHOW  OFFICIALS  states  that  the 
smaller  irises  demand  a  certain  simplicity  in  order  to  avoid  fussiness  and 
over-decoration  obscured  by  excessive  ruffling  and  lace.  Open  standards 
are  acceptable  if  well  held.  The  flare  of  the  falls  is  dependent  on  height  and 
eye  level.  Shorter  BB’s  should  exhibit  the  most  flare. 

Earlier  BB’s  came  from  crossing  tall  bearded  irises.  These  runts  became 
too  interesting  to  cull  and  the  basis  of  study  for  some  hybridizers.  Still,  today, 
many  of  the  borders  are  segregates  from  tall  bearded  breeding,  but  the 
border  specialist  will,  obviously,  cross  border  to  border. 

TULARE  (Hamblen,  Knowlton  ’66),  long  the  standard  forjudging  borders, 
is  still  widely  grown  today  and  can  compete  with  BROWN  LASSO  (Buckles- 
Niswonger,  Dykes  1981)  and  MISS  NELLIE  (Burch,  Knowlton  1990),  two 
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outstanding  modern  border  beardeds. 

BB’s  blooming  in  the  fall  are  as  pleasing  as  BB’s  blooming  in  the  spring.  In 
fact,  they  may  be  better  than  some  reblooming  tails  in  that  some  standards  for 
judging  BB’s  are  not  as  stringent  as  for  TB’s  in  such  instances  as  form  and 
open  standards. 

This  writer  has  been  guilty  of  turning  loose  several  BB’s,  and,  surprisingly,  a 
few  have  won  awards. 

MISS  SCARLETT  (1980,  HM  1982)  made  it  to  the  top  of  the  RIS  Symposium. 
She  is  a  wine  red  with  ruffled  petals,  and,  alas,  open  standards.  Since  she  is 
from  Tom  Craig  lines,  she  does  not  do  well  in  colder  climates.  In  sending 
guests  to  Boston,  I  was  requested  to  replace  all  plants  after  the  first  winter. 
They  again  succumbed  the  second  winter,  so  a  word  of  caution  about  her 
proclivity  for  warmth  is  in  order.  Another  fault  is  her  inconsistent  branching, 
but  for  color  and  earliness  of  rebloom,  MISS  SCARLET  cannot  be  faulted. 

TOP  STITCH  (1981,  HM  1983)  is  a  violet  and  white  plicata  out  of  Stepping 
Out  which  can  be  quite  prolific  with  summer  rebloom  in  mild  climates. 

PEACH  REPRISE  (1984,  HM  1986),  like  one  of  its  parents,  Summer  Luxury, 
tends  to  do  all  of  its  reblooming  in  early  summer.  It  is  a  ruffled  peach  pink  with 
glowing  amber  hafts  that  is  proving  its  worth  in  producing  other  BB  re¬ 
bloomers  that  bloom  early  enough  to  beat  the  frost. 

PINCH  OF  SPICE  (1984,  HM  1986)  Although  not  registered  as  a  rebloomer, 
it  is  remontant  in  California.  Possessing  a  lot  of  potential,  it  comes  from  Jim 
Gibson’s  Villa  Gold  by  Neva  Sexton’s  Shaft  of  Gold. 

FACE  POWDER  introduced  in  1979  is  a  unique  shade  of  pink  but  is  very  late 
to  rebloom.  Monty  Byers  has  introduced  another  border  pink  from  it,  CANDY- 
LAND. 

In  later  work  with  borders,  PEACH  REPRISE  and  two  border  seedlings  out 
of  OSAGE  BUFF  are  proving  to  be  excellent  parents.  In  crossing  these 
borders  with  other  borders,  all  progeny  have  stayed  in  the  border  class. 

The  future  of  borders  is  unlimited  as  we  educate  the  public  to  the  fact  that 
BB’s  are  not  runted  TB’s.  Too,  they  may  be  the  irises  of  the  21st  Century  as 
increasing  population  crowds  the  earth  and  shrinks  available  garden  space. 
What  a  bonus  if  they  rebloom! 

(Originally  written  for  THE  REBLOOMING  IRIS  SOCIETY  RECORDER.) 
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GIFTS 

TO  THE  AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY 

July  15, 1991  to  January  14, 1992 


MEMORIAL  GIFTS  FOR: 

HARLEY  BRISCOE  (IL) 

Greater  St.  Louis  Iris  Society 
(MO) 

RON  BURNHAM  (ME) 

Region  1,  AIS 
MONTY  BYERS  (CA) 

Mike  and  Anne  Lowe  (VA) 

Suky  and  Clarence  Mahan  (VA) 
OREN  CAMPBELL  (AR) 

Central  Arkansas  Iris  Society 
(AR) 

Hot  Springs  Iris  Society  (AR) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  D.  Stayer  (OK) 
MAE  CARSON  (OK) 

Northern  Oklahoma  Iris  Society 

(OK) 

MRS.  MEREDITH  (LEDA) 
CHRISTLIEB  (KS) 

Augusta  Iris  Society  (KS) 

Garden  City  Area  Iris  Club  (KS) 
TB  ROBIN  #5 
Faye  Carpenter  (KS) 

Edgar  and  Geneva  Dies  (KS) 
Thomas  Grim  (MO) 

Lula  M.  Jasperson  (Wl) 

George  W.  and  Jewell  K. 
Warner  (KS) 

EUGENE  S.  DAVIS  (NM) 

Mesilla  Valley  Iris  Society  (NM) 
ELIZABETH  DOERFLEIN  (KY) 
Louisville  Area  Iris  Society  (KY) 
CECIL  EIFFERT  (NM) 

Roswell  Iris  Society  (NM) 
GERALD  ALVIN  FOLLOWWILL 
(OK) 

Oklahoma  Iris  Society  (OK) 

MRS.  JAMES  (LUCY)  FRY  (KS) 
Augusta  Iris  Society  (KS) 

Bennett  and  Evelyn  Jones  (OR) 


C.  J.  and  Kitty  Lack  (OK) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  D.  Stayer  (OK) 
Wichita  Area  Iris  Club  (KS) 

Bill  and  Mary  Winzer  (KS) 

LILLY  GARTMAN  (CA) 

Walter  and  Barbara  Dabel  (CA) 
Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  (CA) 
Monterey  Bay  Iris  Society  (CA) 
LARRY  GAULTER  (CA) 

Bennett  and  Evelyn  Jones  (OR) 
MR.  WILLIAM  GOEBEL  (CO) 
Region  20,  AIS 
HOWARD  GOODRICK  (CA) 

Fond  DuLac  Iris  Society  (Wl) 
LUCILLE  HAMMOND  (AR) 

Hot  Springs  Iris  Society  (AR) 
Sarah  and  Richard  Morgan  (AR) 
ALLEN  HARPER  (KS) 

TB  ROBIN  #5 
Faye  Carpenter  (KS) 

Edgar  and  Geneva  Dies  (KS) 
Thomas  Grim  (MO) 

Lula  M.  Jasperson  (Wl) 

George  W.  and  Jewell  K. 

Warner  (KS) 

MR.  W.  C.  HAYNES  (TX) 

Waco  Iris  Society  (TX) 

RAY  M.  JOHN  (TX) 

Belton  Iris  Society  (TX) 

Wanda  Gaines  Dow  (TX) 

C.  J.  and  Kitty  Lack  (OK) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  D.  Stayer  (OK) 
ROBERT  G.  KENEVEL  (NH) 

Region  1,  AIS 
LESLIE  KILGORE  (NM) 

Roswell  Iris  Society  (NM) 
THELMA  COFFEE  KNIGHT  (TN) 
Twin  State  Iris  Society  (TN) 
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LORENE  KURTZ  (OK) 

Chris  Waltermire  (OK) 

WALT  LUIHN  (CA) 

Robert  L.  Annand  (CA) 

Sam  and  Vivian  Best  (CA) 

Stan  and  Betty  Cherniss  (CA) 

Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  (CA) 

Bennett  and  Evelyn  Jones  (OR) 
WALT  AND  MARTY  LUIHN  (CA) 

Leo  and  Norma  Barnard  (CA) 
RUSSELL  MORGAN  (KS) 

Mary  Babcock  (KS) 

Edward  and  Betty  Hare  (KS) 
Parsons  Area  Iris  Society  (KS) 
Lucy  Pearce  (KS) 

MRS.  MARY  MORITZ  (MO) 

Tri-State  Iris  Society  (MO) 

BETTI E  OSBORNE  (CA) 

Walter  and  Barbara  Dabel  (CA) 
JONNYE  RICH  (CA) 

Frank  and  Marlys  DeStefano  (CA) 
Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  (CA) 

RUTH  STEPHENSON  (CT) 

Region  1,  AIS 

JUDGE  ATHOL  TAYLOR  (KY) 

Louisville  Area  Iris  Society  (KY) 


DOROTHY  WOERNER  (NM) 
Mesilla  Valley  Iris  Society  (NM) 

CLARK  COSGROVE  MEMORIAL 
AWARD  FOR  YOUTH 
MEMORIAL  GIFTS  FOR: 

ALICIA  BURNS  (CA) 

Southern  California  Iris  Society 
(CA) 

HOWARD  GOODRICK  (CA) 
Southern  California  Iris  Society 
(CA) 

ROBERT  HUBLEY  (CA) 

Southern  California  Iris  Society 
(CA) 

JOHN  TEARINGTON  (CA) 

Southern  California  Iris  Society 
(CA) 

GIFT  HONORING: 

RACHEL  AND  WAYNE  DRUMM 
(OK) 

Rolling  Hills  Iris  Society  (OK) 

OTHER  GIFTS: 

EVYLON  CHAMBERS  (AL) 
GEORGE  P.  KNIGHT,  II  (KS) 


I  N  M  E  M  O  R  I  A  M 
CAROLINE  DeFOREST 

Although  most  people  thought  of  her  simply  as  the  widow  of  Fred  DeForest, 
winner  of  Dykes  Medals  for  Argus  Pheasant  and  First  Violet,  Caroline  De¬ 
Forest  was  an  iris  personality  in  her  own  right.  She  played  an  integral  part  in 
the  Irisnoll  operations,  a  fact  driven  home  after  Fred’s  death  in  1960.  Those 
who  corresponded  with  Fred  continued  to  receive  letters  written  in  the  same 
distinctive  handwriting;  the  color  of  the  ink  was  changed,  as  was  the  signature 
at  the  bottom  of  the  letters,  from  “Fred”  to  “Caroline  de.” 

With  Fred  Jr.’s  help,  Caroline  continued  on  at  Irisnoll,  growing  irises  and 
Exbury  hybrid  azaleas  at  the  same  Canby,  Oregon  garden  visited  during  the 
1960  convention.  Until  about  fifteen  years  ago,  'she  was  still  introducing  irises. 
The  best  known  of  Caroline’s  registrations  was  BAYBERRY  CANDLE,  which 
won  an  Award  of  Merit  in  1972. 

She  lived  at  Irisnoll  until  about  three  years  ago,  when  she  went  into  an 
Oregon  City  rest  home.  She  was  in  her  mid-nineties  when  she  passed  away 
last  August. 
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Melba  Bills  Hamblen 
1910-1992 
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I  N  M  E  M  O  R  I  A  M 
MELBA  BILLS  HAMBLEN 

Clay  Hamblen 

On  January  17, 1992,  one  of  the  great  hybridizers  passed  away  at  her  home 
in  Roy,  Utah.  Melba  Bi!!s  Hambien  was  born  April  6,  1910  in  Utah. 

Her  interest  in  flowers  and  in  irises  in  particular  was  a  lifelong  passion.  She 
started  growing  irises  in  1936  and  learned  to  hybridize  in  1943  when  she  met 
Tell  Muhlestein.  Tell  was  instrumental  in  her  early  pursuit  of  growing  irises. 

Melba  married  her  grade  school  sweetheart,  James  Robert  Hamblen,  Sr., 
on  April  20, 1927.  Together  they  raised  five  children.  Fortunately,  Jim  shared 
her  love  of  flowers  and  gave  in  to  her  request  for  space  on  the  farm  to  plant  the 
irises  and  a  “few”  other  flowers. 

Melba  was  a  lifetime  member  of  AIS,  an  award  she  won  by  getting  the  most 
new  members  to  join  when  she  served  as  RVP  of  Region  12.  She  served  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  many  years.  Melba  also  served  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  the  AIS  Foundation  as  President.  She  was  a  Judge  Emeritus  for 
AIS. 

As  Co-Editor  and  contributing  author,  she  spent  many  long  hours  working 
on  THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES.  I  can  remember  proofreading  galley  sheets  and 
looking  at  photos  of  irises  as  we  sat  at  the  dining  room  table.  One  of  her 
personal  triumphs  in  life  was  when  the  book  was  finally  published. 

in  1960,  Melba  was  featured  in  Life  Magazine  for  her  outstanding  contribu¬ 
tions  in  hybridizing.  The  Governors  of  Texas,  Arkansas,  and  Oklahoma  made 
her  an  honorary  citizen  of  their  respective  states,  and  the  City  of  Tulsa 
presented  her  the  keys  to  the  city  for  her  major  contributions  to  iris  hybridiz¬ 
ing. 

Melba  was  awarded  the  British  Foster  Medal,  the  highest  award  possible 
for  hybridizing  in  Britain.  She  was  the  18th  American  and  the  only  woman  ever 
to  receive  this  outstanding  award.  She  also  received  the  Gold  Medal  from  The 
American  Iris  Society.  Mission  Bell  Gardens  was  the  creation  of  Melba  and 
Jim  Hamblen.  Together,  they  created  grounds  of  impeccable  tastes  and 
entertained  visitors  from  around  the  world. 

Melba  had  the  distinction  of  knowing  all  of  the  Presidents  of  AIS  personally. 
She  had  many  friends  around  the  country  and  the  world  because  of  her  life 
with  irises.  She  was  a  popular  speaker  with  irisarians  and  traveled  frequently 
to  see  as  many  gardens  as  possible.  Of  course,  the  annual  convention  was  a 
must  so  long  as  her  health  permitted. 

Melba  was  a  compassionate  and  wonderful  individual.  She  never  hesitated 
to  offer  her  knowledge  and  inspiration  to  those  who  asked.  Melba  Hamblen 
will  be  remembered  as  “The  Lady  of  Irises”  by  friends  and  family  alike. 

Melba’s  husband,  Jim,  died  in  1989  and  many  of  us  still  mourn  his  loss.  We 
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have  lost  one  of  the  great  people  in  the  iris  world,  and  her  loss  will  be  mourned 
by  many  of  you,  I  know.  Fortunately,  we  still  have  her  creations  here  as  living 
and  timeless  tributes  to  her  life. 

Melba  is  survived  by  her  son,  James  R.  Hamblen,  Jr.,  and  his  wife,  Allene; 
Beverly  Holmes,  and  Carol  Gunderson;  11  grandchildren  and  8  great-grand¬ 
children. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  say:  “Goodbye,  Grandma.  I  love  you.” 

(The  author  wishes  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  of  Jan  Hamblen  in 
preparing  this  article.) 


MONTY  BYERS 

Ben  Hager 

It  is  always  tragic  to  witness  a  creative  mind  obliterated  by  the  dysfunction 
of  the  physical  body  that  gives  it  sustenance.  It  is  an  irreplaceable  loss  to  us 
and  to  all  the  Earth,  no  matter  how  limited  the  niche  which  that  mind  oc¬ 
cupied.  In  this  case  that  niche  is,  to  those  of  us  remaining,  an  important  part  of 
our  lives. 

Monty  Byers  filled  his  niche  fully.  He  was  truly  one  of  the  most  original  and 
ardent  breeders  of  irises  in  the  iris  world.  In  that  world  his  niche  was  expand¬ 
ing  both  with  accomplishment  and  promise — until  death  cut  short  all  inspira¬ 
tion  and  activity.  But  his  iris  creations  still  remain  to  pleasure  our  gardens  and 
to  remind  us  of  his  gifts  to  us. 

Monty’s  iris  catalog  business,  Moonshine  Gardens,  in  association  with  his 
business  partner,  Bill  Gibbs,  was  an  almost  immediate  success,  sparked  by 
Monty’s  ebullient  enthusiasm  and  drive.  His  breeding  interest  centered 
around  two  classes  of  irises  not  altogether  at  the  top  of  genera!  popularity:  the 
horned,  spooned  and  flounced  (Space  Age — and  designated  SA  in  the 
catalog)  and  the  section  of  irises  that  is  steadily  growing  in  popularity,  the 
reblooming  irises  (identified  in  the  catalog  as  RE).  His  development  and 
insistent  promotion  of  these  two  sections  through  his  catalog  and  voluminous 
correspondence  was  a  decisive  factor  in  raising  them  to  the  rank  of  popularity 
and  wide  acceptance  that  they  now  hold. 

The  first  of  Monty’s  irises  to  appear  on  the  Awards  List  appeared  there  in 
1990:  BLOWTORCH  (SA),  PAGAN  PINK  (SA),  CANDYLAND  (BB— RE),  and 
SMELL  THE  ROSES  (SDB— RE).  His  variety  MAGIC  KINGDOM  (SA)  was 
listed  among  the  FAVORITE  IRISES  at  the  Omaha  convention. 

In  1991  Monty’s  awards  and  popularity  listings  grew  even  more.  THORN- 
BIRD  was  in  #1  place  on  the  Popularity  Poll  for  the  Washington,  D.C.  conven¬ 
tion.  DUSKY  CHALLENGER  was  second.  DUSKY  CHALLENGER  won  the 
President’s  Cup  but  THORNBIRD  was  a  close  runner-up.  His  CONJURATION 
was  in  sixth  place  on  that  poll.  So  it  was  only  to  be  expected  that  both 
THORNBIRD  and  CONJURATION  won  HM’s  in  1991.  Three  IB’s  also  won  HM’s 
that  year:  LITTLE  BIG  HORN  (SA),  LOW  HO  SILVER  (RE),  and  SIXTEEN 
CANDLES  (RE). 

All  that  recognition  and  his  first  introduction  was  in  1986!  A  quick  start,  for 
sure. 
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When  I  last  spoke  with  Monty,  his  thoughts  were  all  with  the  spring  blooming 
of  his  beloved  irises — but  medication  was  unable  to  control  the  too  late 
diagnosis  of  pneumonia. 

Joseph  Alfred  Gatty 

Joe  Gatty  died  January  29,  1992,  following  several  years  of  declining 
health;  he  was  68. 

His  first  California-bloomed  seedlings,  from  seed  sent  from  New  Jersey 
were  the  “A”  series.  His  final  crosses,  made  in  1991  and  now  germinating, 
appropriately  are  the  “Z”  crosses.  The  honors  his  irises  have  earned  are 
legion.  FRIENDSHIP  won  the  President’s  Cup  at  the  1960  convention;  WHITE 
LIGHTNING  won  the  Franklin  Cook  Cup  at  the  1975  convention.  His  origina¬ 
tions  have  so  far  won  80  Honorable  Mentions.  Awards  of  Merit  have  gone  to 
the  tall  beardeds  LIZ,  WHITE  LIGHTNING,  FLAIR,  PLAYGIRL,  PARADISE, 
JEAN  HOFFMEISTER,  PRECIOUS  MOMENTS  and  SYNCOPATION.  Stan¬ 
dard  dwarf  Awards  of  Merit  have  gone  to  OMEN,  BEAU,  WINK,  JOYFUL  and 
STARRY  EYED,  the  latter  also  taking  the  Cook-Douglas  Medal.  Intermediates 
VIRTUE,  FROSTED  CRYSTAL,  BUTTER  COOKIE,  BOLD  PRINT,  VAMP,  VOILA 
and  RARE  EDITION  won  Awards  of  Merit,  with  VAMP,  VOILA  and  RARE 
EDITION  going  on  to  win  the  Sass  Medal.  Joe  was  awarded  the  Hybridizer’s 
Medal  in  1980. 

In  the  years  since  first  joining  AIS  in  1951 ,  he  served  the  iris  world  in  many 
capacities.  He  was  president  of  the  Iris  Society  of  New  Jersey,  RVP  for  Region 
19,  treasurer  and  editor  for  the  Median  Iris  Society,  president  of  the  Northeast 
Median  Iris  Society,  regional  bulletin  editor  for  Region  14,  assistant  editor  for 
the  AIS  Bulletin  for  five  years,  and  registrar  for  the  1986  San  Jose  convention. 

WALT  LUIHN 

The  iris  community  suffered  a  deep  loss  last  summer  when  Walt  Luihn  died 
August  12.  Walt  was  a  first  class  iris  hybridizer,  winning  his  Dykes  Medal  with 
SONG  OF  NORWAY. 

Born  at  Portland,  Oregon  on  May  6,  1912,  Walter  Francis  Luihn  grew  up  in 
the  East  Bay  area,  graduating  from  Berkeley  High  School.  Nearly  his  entire  life 
was  spent  in  the  East  Bay  one  exception  being  during  World  War  II,  when  he 
was  on  a  Navy  sub-chaser  in  the  South  Pacific. 

Although  Walt  always  liked  gardening,  the  iris  story  really  doesn’t  begin 
until  after  his  second  marriage,  this  time  to  the  former  Violet  Hale  in  1947.  In 
the  beginning,  Walt  and  Vi  grew  fuchsias  and  carnations,  selling  their  surplus 
wholesale.  This  hobby  business  was  the  reason  for  their  move  to  Hayward, 
where  they  could  have  more  gardening  space. 

A  rhizome  of  HAPPY  DAYS,  given  as  a  door  prize  at  a  garden  club  meeting, 
was  the  iris  catalyst.  Seeing  a  prize-winning  stalk  of  this  same  variety  at  a 
spring  garden  show,  Walt  opined  that  his  stalks  were  better  grown.  He  began 
buying  more  irises  to  prove  just  how  well  he  could  grow  them.  He  started  with 
less-than-a-dollar  varieties  from  George  and  Ethel  John’s  Cottage  Gardens 
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where  Tim  Craig  had  temporarily  turned  a  vacant  store  into  an  iris  warehouse. 
Soon  Walt  was  getting  newer  and  more  expensive  irises,  and  for  years  the 
Luihn  garden  was  a  mecca  for  iris  judges,  wanting  to  see  the  newest  and  the 
best. 

In  1952  he  made  his  first  crosses,  flowering  the  seedlings  in  1954.  For 
nearly  thirty  years  following,  an  annual  crop  of  quality  seedlings  bloomed  in 
the  Luihn  garden.  Heavy  emphasis  was  put  on  the  darks,  for  at  the  time  few 
blacks  performed  satisfactorily  in  miid-winter  areas.  DARK  FURY,  his  first  tall 
bearded  introduction,  came  out  in  1962,  and  five  years  later  DUSKY  DANCER 
made  her  debut.  That  it  still  appears  on  the  current  Symposium  of  Favorite 
Irises  verifies  DUSKY  DANCER’S  quality  and  continued  appeal. 

In  the  early  years,  arilbreds  were  a  featured  specialty,  with  raised  boxes  of 
C.  G.  White  arilbreds  blooming  profusely.  Actually,  Walt’s  first  introduction  was 
an  aril  bred,  MOHRNING  HAZE,  which  won  the  C.G.  White  Award  in  1963; 
BEIRUT  and  HOTSIENNA  were  later  introductions  in  this  category. 

As  time  went  on,  arilbreds  went  out,  but  the  tall  bearded  rainbow  in  the 
seedling  patch  expanded.  Other  popular  Luihn  introductions  include  CAL- 
IENTE  (red),  SOLANO  and  TEMPLE  GOLD  (yellow),  CABLE  CAR  and  HONEY 
MOCHA  (brown  tones),  PACIFIC  GROVE  (blue),  SONG  OF  NORWAY  and 
CHICO  MAID  (blue  white  to  pale  blue  with  blue  beards).  Walt’s  Dykes  Medal 
for  SONG  OF  NORWAY  came  two  years  after  the  American  Iris  Society’s 
Board  of  Directors  awarded  him  the  coveted  Hybridizer’s  Medal  in  1984. 

Friendly,  generous,  critical,  critical  of  irises  that  is,  and  especially  his  own, 
his  high  standards  paid  off  in  the  awards  and  recognition  his  irises  received. 
Those  who  knew  Walt  will  long  remember  both  the  man  and  his  irises. 


IN  MEMORIAM 

Mary  P.  Engel  (New  York)  Robert  Price  (Maryland) 
Fred  Fleming  (Canada)  John  Tearington  (California) 


CONTRIBUTIONS  AND  MEMORIAL  GIFTS 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY:  Send  to  The  American  Iris  Society,  Jeane 
Stayer,  Secretary,  7414  E.  60th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK  74145. 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  FOUNDATION:  Send  to  AIS  Foundation, 
Richard  T.  Pettijohn,  Treasurer,  122  S.  39th,  Apt.  604,  Omaha,  NE 
68131.  Donations  to  the  Foundation  and  AIS  are  tax  deductible. 

Note:  please  include  name  and  address  of  next-of-kin  pertaining  to 
memorial  gifts,  so  that  a  card  of  acknowledgment  may  be  sent. 
Checks  should  be  payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society  or  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Iris  Society  Foundation. 
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The  following  article  was  written  by  Mr.  Joe  Gatty  just  before  his  death.  It  tells 
of  the  early  experiences  of  this  noted  hybridizer 


REMEMBRANCES  OF  NEW  JERSEY 

Joe  Gatty 

I  was  a  gardener  long  before  becoming  an  iris  hybridizer,  but  it  was  still  at 
an  early  age  when  I  wanted  something  in  the  garden  that  was  particularly  my 
own.  Why?  Perhaps  I  read  too  many  books  on  Luther  Burbank;  perhaps  I  was 
simply  on  an  ego  trip.  The  reason  isn’t  important.  The  key  word  is  “wanted,” 
and  like  as  many  others  who  wanted  and  went  the  same  route,  I,  too,  ordered 
that  cheap  collection  of  varieties  that  were  already  passe.  Since  I  had  no  iris 
contacts,  I  didn’t  know  better,  and  in  1948  made  my  first  iris  cross:  Anitra  X 
Sierra  Blue.  Of  course  those  seedlings  were  lovely!  In  fact,  one  was  saved  and 
grown  on  until  that  day  when  I  showed  it  at  a  small  iris  show,  when  I  propped  it 
up  proudly  in  its  coke  bottle,  and  heard  someone  behind  me  say  dis¬ 
paragingly,  “What’s  That?” 

“What’s  That”  was  discarded.  It  had  done  its  job.  It  had  introduced  me  to 
the  iris  people  and  gardens  of  Region  19 — at  that  time  New  Jersey  and  the 
southern  portion  of  New  York  state.  Those  who  were  then  famous  there 
included  Catherine  and  Kenneth  Smith,  who  would  soon  shock  the  iris  world 
by  introducing  a  blue,  SOUTH  PACIFIC,  at  $50.00  a  rhizome.  Their  Staten 
Island  garden  overlooking  New  York  Bay  was  serenity  itself,  a  formal  garden 
with  their  originations,  named  and  numbered,  highlighted  by  the  best  of  other 
plant  material.  It  was  said  that  Staten  Island  postal  workers  moonlighted  as 
weeders  in  this  garden.  Then  there  was  the  West  Nyack,  New  York  garden  of 
Fred  and  Marcia  Cassebeer.  This  was  a  garden  dominated  by  a  weather¬ 
beaten  modern  home  and  a  man-made  lake,  a  garden  that  was  a  madhouse 
on  weekends  during  the  iris  season,  for  it  was  then  that  Fred  sold  his  un¬ 
wanted  field-grown  seedlings  to  anyone  willing  to  pay  the  going  price.  There 
were  many  takers,  and  Marcia  was  always  on  hand  to  see  that  payment  was 
received.  She  was  a  delightful  foil  to  the  shy  Fred,  who  seriously  worked  the 
tall  beardeds  but  in  time  would  be  best  remembered  for  the  Siberian  WHITE 
SWIRL. 

Presby  Gardens,  in  Upper  Montclair,  New  Jersey,  was  the  public  garden 
with  the  best  irises  of  yesterday  and  the  present  on  display.  Its  director, 
Barbara  Walther,  was  dedicated  to  this  garden,  and  this  dedication  resulted 
in  her  persuading  the  leading  hybridizers  of  the  day  to  send  their  latest 
introductions  and  numbered  seedlings.  It  was  here  that  you  saw  the  new,  but 
you  couldn’t  have  pollen  (a  few  choice  friends  could  and  did,  if  the  truth  is  to 
be  told).  It  wasn’t  ethical  to  take  pollen,  but  it  was  tempting  .  .  .  and  many  of  us 
didn’t  resist  temptation. 

Presby’s  rival  was  the  iris  planting  at  Cedarbrook  Park  in  Piainfield,  New 
Jersey.  This  planting  was  not  a  ribbon  display  of  the  latest  innovations,  as  at 


51 


Pres  by,  but  rather  drift  plantings,  much  as  one  might  use  daffodils,  of  named 
varieties.  Harriet  Holloway,  its  director,  was  as  dedicated  as  Mrs.  Walther,  and 
she  succeeded  admirably  in  her  endeavor. 

Those  were  the  “known”  people  and  gardens  of  the  area.  However,  scat¬ 
tered  here  and  there  the  as-yet-unknown  with  small  seedling  patches  were 
doing  their  own  thing  simply  because  they  enjoyed  the  doing.  For  most  of 
these  people,  trying  was  enough.  For  a  few,  such  as  Dorothy  Dennis,  who 
introduced  the  first  SDB  plicata  DALE  DENNIS,  and  Mel  Leavitt,  who  origi¬ 
nated  the  much-used  BRISTOL  GEM,  some  semblance  of  iris  fame  came 
their  way. 

I  entered  the  iris  game  in  the  fifties.  It  was  a  time  of  color  specialization, 
more  so  than  today.  The  hybridizers  of  the  northeast — Robert  Graves,  Ed 
Watkins,  Stedman  Buttrick,  Kenneth  Smith — were  seriously  working  the 
blues  and  whites.  In  the  northwest,  Dr.  Kleinsorge  had  already  established 
himself  as  the  hybridizer  of  browns  and  blends,  and  Fred  DeForest  and  Grant 
Mitsch  were  also  working  these  colors.  The  reds  of  the  day  usually  belonged 
to  Indiana’s  Greig  Lapham,  though  they  were  being  challenged  by  Chet 
Tompkins’  entries.  Indiana  was  also  the  home  of  the  blacks,  thanks  to  Paul 
Cook.  The  first  Boston  convention,  some  forty  years  ago,  featured  SABLE 
NIGHT  enclosed  within  a  white  picket  fence.  Look  but  don’t  touch.  I  don’t 
know  if  Nashville  was  then  the  home  of  country  music,  but  it  was  the  place 
where  Geddes  Douglas  was  improving  the  amoenas  and  Jesse  Wills  was 
bettering  the  yellow  amoneas  and  bitones.  Illinois  was  the  home  of  David 
Hall’s  flamingo  pinks,  and  Orville  Fay  was  about  to  become  the  hybridizer 
whose  introductions  were  must-haves.  And  Agnes  Whiting  of  Iowa  was  the 
leading  woman  hybridizer,  doing  it  all. 

Since  I  was  the  new  kid  on  the  block,  and  since  “What’s  That”  indicated  that 
lack  of  iris  knowledge  and  not  lack  of  enthusiasm  was  the  problem,  I  was 
immediately  led  toward  the  straight  and  narrow  by  two  women  I’ll  always 
remember,  Dorothy  Dennis  and  Elizabeth  Bellmen  Dorothy  was  a  crossword 
puzzle  nut  and  a  mystery  novel  addict,  and  she  applied  the  same  curiosity  to 
her  iris  endeavors.  It  was  commonplace  in  those  days  to  label  all  California 
originations  as  being  tender.  This  damnation  didn’t  faze  Dorothy;  she  grew 
and  bloomed  many  of  them.  She  was  a  severe  critic  of  her  own  things  (and  of 
others’),  and  she  held  back  many  a  good  thing,  particularly  amongst  her 
medians,  which  were  ahead  of  their  time.  She  was  the  one  who  encouraged 
me  to  learn  the  genetic  make-up  of  the  lines  of  the  time.  It  was  she  who  gently 
steered  me  away  from  that  so-wanted  “first  introduction,”  which  would  have 
failed. 

The  other  guiding  light,  Elizabeth  Bellmer,  never  received  recognition  al¬ 
though  her  irises  were  worthy,  for  she  had  no  commercial  outlet  or  means  of 
distribution.  She  was  a  wife  and  mother  who,  in  mid-life,  decided  to  do  the 
things  she  had  always  wanted  to  do  but  hadn’t  been  able  to  for  lack  of  time. 
She  began  to  study  art — her  oils  were  beautiful — and  she  took  up  iris 
hyrbridizing.  Her  garden  reflected  her  artistic  bent;  every  variety  planted  had 
a  companion  of  a  complementary  or  contrasting  hue.  Her  ruffled  blue  GRAN- 
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NY  SHERMAN  and  intense  yellow  BETTY  JANE  were  comparable  to  the  best 
of  the  day.  It  is  she  I  must  thank  for  my  knowledge  of  color  and  form.  And  for 
my  first  introduction,  as  GRANNY  SHERMAN  was  a  parent  to  ST.  JUDE. 

ST.  JUDE,  DONNA  D.,  MARY  WAIS,  FLIRT,  FRIENDSHIP  and  SHIRLEY 
SPURR  represent  the  sum  total  of  my  tall  bearded  or  border  bearded  intro¬ 
ductions  from  1958  to  1967.  There  might  have  been  more,  but  I  had  fallen  into 
that  pitfall  common  to  hybridizers  residing  in  areas  devoid  of  commercial 
outlets:  Why  bother  unless  the  product  is  super?  Also,  since  you’ve  not  seen 
all  the  latest,  you  wonder  if  it  is  truly  good  enough.  My  first  introduction  was  out 
of  the  way,  FRIENDSHIP  had  won  the  President’s  Cup  at  the  Newark  Conven¬ 
tion  in  1960,  and  there  were  seedlings  under  number  that  showed  promise. 
Introductions  or  not,  I  enjoyed  the  game.  In  1967  I  decided  to  junk  the  lines 
then  being  worked  and  to  begin  again.  Liz  Aulicky  had  offered  me  ground  to 
plant  a  larger  crop,  which  was  done.  But  I  was  not  to  see  them  when  they 
bloomed  in  1969,  for  that  was  the  year  I  moved  to  California.  The  1968  crop  of 
seed  preceded  me  and  was  germinating  when  I  arrived  at  my  new  home.  In 
due  course,  large  boxes  of  seedling  selections  arrived  from  New  Jersey, 
along  with  copious  notes  on  all  the  crosses  that  had  bloomed,  thanks  to  Liz. 
Both  her  notes  and  her  selection  were  excellent,  for  from  that  crop  came 
PRINCESS,  LIZ,  and  SHINING  LIGHT,  as  well  as  the  medians  OMEN,  HOO¬ 
RAY,  and  VAMP. 


Joseph  A.  Gatty 
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A  NEW  LIFE— A  RENEWED  CONCERN 

Roger  Nelson  (Oregon) 

A  new  life  in  Oregon  brought  a  new  set  of  conditions  to  grow  tall  bearded 
irises  under.  Cold,  hard  freeze  winters  gave  way  to  not  so  cold,  wet  ones.  And 
now  after  three  years  of  growing  irises  in  the  Great  Northwest,  I  have  some 
renewed  concerns  about  the  fate  of  our  favored  flower.  During  this  period  has 
evolved  a  feeling  that  as  hybridizers,  we  definitely  are  allowing  our  flowering 
plant  to  drift  away  from  the  realm  of  total  dependability  for  the  average 
gardener  to  a  plant  that  requires  so  much  special  treatment  that  growing  it 
may  no  longer  be  worth  the  effort.  I  am  referring  to  a  lack  of  vigor  and 
blooming  ability  no  matter  what  the  weather  may  be.  I  further  believe  this  is 
not  a  problem  akin  to  only  irises  but  to  any  plant  that  has  undergone  highly 
staged  hybrid  development  over  a  span  of  years. 

A  quite  severe  winter  of  1990-91  for  this  area  prompted  me  to  take  some 
stronger  action  to  work  more  diligently  to  return  our  flower  to  the  ranks  of 
greater  strength  and  vigor.  All  of  us  as  breeders  (and  I  am  including  myself 
and  will  admit  that  I  have  allowed  two  or  three  originations)  have  released 
varieties  that  have  perfectly  gorgeous  flowers  but  fall  short  of  good  garden 
plants  when  it  comes  to  good  growth  and  yearly  bloom  capabilities.  Realizing 
that  a  total  country-wide  growth  test  program  is  not  feasible  for  every  variety,  a 
breeder  as  he  observes  his  seedlings  can  usually  tell  which  of  the  seedlings 
offers  a  great  deal  of  vigor  and  little  problems  as  far  as  rot,  blight  etc.  are 
concerned.  These  healthier  seedlings  are  then  sent  to  a  couple  of  other  parts 
of  the  country  before  release  is  made  to  the  public.  Truly,  I  have  found  that  very 
few  seedlings  from  my  own  hybridizing  programs(s)  that  are  healthy  and 
vigorous  as  young  plants,  ie.  VENUS  AND  MARS,  NEIL  DIAMOND,  and  even 
GLORY  BOUND  (overblooming  tendencies  and  all),  fail  to  do  well  in  multiple 
other  area  circumstances.  Such  varieties  as  STEPPING  OUT,  TITAN’S 
GLORY,  MYSTIQUE,  and  JESSE’S  SONG  have  all  been  awarded  and  right¬ 
fully  so,  as  they  do  basically  well  in  all  areas  of  the  country.  However,  there  are 
far  too  many  awarded  TB’s  that  simply  are  not  in  this  league  and  fail  in  many 
parts  of  the  country. 

The  following  are  some  brief  observations  of  some  tall  bearded  irises  in 
some  classes  that  are  doing  well  in  the  areas  of  growth  and  yearly  blooming 
tendencies.  Some  are  awarded  varieties  and  some  are  not  but  should  have 
been  for  the  simple  reason  that  in  most  cases  the  form  and  color  arrange¬ 
ments  were  good  enough  and  they  grow  and  bloom  well. 

In  the  white  class  of  irises  such  newer  offerings  as  INNER  VISION,  FINE 
CHINA,  and  SKIER’S  DELIGHT  suffer  from  such  things  as  a  tendency  to  rot  in 
one  case  to  a  lack  of  vigor  and  unwillingness  to  bloom  yearly  in  a  couple  of 
other  cases  while  LEDA’S  LOVER,  HEAVENLY  ANGELS,  and  even  old  ER¬ 
MINE  ROBE  grow  and  bloom  much  more  freely.  Of  the  newer  whites  (this  one 
a  warm  white),  JURIS  PRUDENCE  (Ernst  ’86)  has  especially  pleased  me  for 
three  years  for  producing  great  flowers  on  beautifully  branched  stalks  atop 
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healthy  plants.  Possibly  the  best  total  white  of  the  last  ten  years  is  MT 
OLYMPUS  (Schreiner  ’81).  While  not  perfect  for  form,  it  is  very  acceptable  in 
this  area  and  a  miracle  grower  and  bloomer  on  super  stalks. 

In  another  very  old  class — blue  and  violet  purple  type  plicatas  such  old 
patriarchs  as  MODERN  CLASSIC,  STEPPING  OUT,  BLUE  STACCATO,  & 
GOING  MY  WAY  remain  far  more  dependable  than  such  favorites  as  LIC¬ 
ORICE  FANTASY,  SNOWBROOK,  and  RARE  TREAT.  Of  the  newer  plicatas  in 
this  color  grouping.  GO  AROUND  (M.  Dunn  ’83)  and  the  bitone  influenced 
EVERYTHING  PLUS  (Niswonger  ’84)  score  well  in  performance  over  a  vast 
region.  Two  of  the  healthiest  plicatas  in  this  color  that  I  have  observed  over  the 
last  three  years  are  CRACKEN  (Schreiner  74)  and  BARRISTER  (D.  Meek  ’80). 
While  the  former  has  just  acceptable  form,  the  latter  variety  is,  indeed,  one  of 
the  overlooked  varieties.  It  grows  and  produces  great  plants  and  stalks  and 
has  a  nice  modern  look  to  the  flower.  (In  brownish  toned  plicatas,  Duane  has 
another  winner — DESERT  ECHO). 

Among  pink  and  “pinkish”  irises  quite  a  sizable  number  of  slightly  older 
varieties  outrank  the  newer  ones  in  performance  also.  BEVERLY  SILLS  and 
ANNABELLE  BABSON  are  capable  of  being  good  to  at  times  excellent,  but 
over  a  three  year  period  of  evaluation  as  to  performance,  both  fell  quite  short 
of  the  earlier  one  from  this  line — VANITY.  (VANITY  may  be  the  finest  pink  for 
several  more  years  as  it  grows  in  almost  every  corner  of  the  country  and 
blooms  regularly  in  all  these  areas).  Of  the  Rudolph  things  certainly  such 
things  as  PINK  ANGEL,  BLUSHING  PINK  and  PINK  TAFFETA  continue  to 
outperform  any  of  the  newer  members  of  the  line.  I  still  find  PLAYGIRL  and 
PARADISE  to  be  the  dependable  ones  when  compared  to  SATIN  SIREN, 
FRENCH  PASTRY,  QUIET  MOMENT.  However,  two  of  Joe’s  newest  pinks  that 
have  been  doing  well  in  more  than  one  area  of  the  country  are  PRESENCE 
(87)  and  DESIGNING  WOMAN  (’90).  Melba  Hamblen  has  developed  some 
remarkably  beautiful  pinks  as  has  Opal  Brown.  Probably  the  most  depend¬ 
able  I  have  ever  grown  from  Melba  is  SUNDAY  CHIMES  followed  by  INGA 
IVEY  and  Opal’s  WOODLAND  ROSE  and  now  MING  ROSE  rank  near  the  top 
of  her  lines. 

One  more  grouping — brown  and  brown  blend  irises!  Joe  Ghio  has  given 
the  iris  world  some  of  the  most  remarkable  things  in  this  color  range.  But, 
once  again,  the  older  MALAYSIA  and  FLAREUP  easily  upstage  his  newer 
varieties  for  total  dependability.  CARNIVAL  TIME  and  ASTRO  FLASH  remain 
high  on  the  list  of  favored  browns  from  the  Schreiner  lines  because  they  do 
well  in  many  situations  and  areas— -HARVEST  KING  (Schreiner  ’90)  may  join 
the  list  with  good  performance  now  established  in  temperate  climates  as  well 
as  the  West  Coast.  Chet  Tompkins  older  STARBURST  can  still  upstage  all  of 
the  newer  brown  things  for  performance,  too.  In  blended  browns  AFTER¬ 
NOON  DELIGHT  (Ernst  ’85)  and  GINGER  SWIRL  (Schreiner  ’85)  get  an  equal 
nod  for  quality  and  growth. 

The  purpose  of  this  article  is  not  a  campaign  to  “pan”  anyone  as  a 
hybridizer,  as  I  have  enough  trouble  minding  my  own  lines  to  succeed  in 
these  areas  of  concern.  But,  it  seems  very  important  to  realize  our  most  recent 
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advancement  in  tall  bearded  irises  is  heavily  based  on  color  arrangement 
and  extreme  width  at  the  expense  of  plant  vigor  and  general  health.  We,  as 
AIS  Judges  and  good  gardeners,  need  to  recognize  and  promote  more  tall 
bearded  irises  that  the  average  non  iris  specialist  can  grow  with  minimal  care 
in  a  vast  set  of  climatic  conditions.  These  every  day  gardeners  need  to  know 
that  tall  bearded  irises  are  available  that  can  be  planted  in  the  fall  and  will  be 
alive  in  the  spring  and  healthy  enough  to  grow  and  bloom  every  year 
thereafter — no  matter  how  rough  the  winter. 

I  grew  tired  in  Nebraska  and  have  grown  tired  here  in  Oregon  of  telling 
friends  (non  iris  types)  as  they  visit  the  garden  yearly  that  certain  varieties  not 
looking  good  at  bloom  time  will  be  better  next  spring  if  the  season  is  more 
perfect.  Well,  guess  what — there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  perfect  season;  and 
because  the  utopia  styled  conditions  do  not  exist,  we  as  iris  experts  better  be 
growing  and  promoting  the  varieties  that  will  perform.  If  the  current  crop  of 
meterogolists  and  weather  experts  were  accurate,  we  (now  referring  to  all  the 
people  of  the  world)  have  “screwed  up”  the  atmosphere  a  great  deal  and 
perhaps  the  seasons  will  be  even  less  perfect  in  the  future. 

(Roger  Nelson  left  Nebraska  in  the  late  summer  of  1987  and  re-established 
IRIS  COUNTRY  at  its  current  location  In  the  summer  of  1988). 
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IRIS  POSTMARK  AVAILABLE 

Jerry  Cathey  (Oklahoma) 

The  United  States  Postal  Service,  in  cooperation  with  the  Ponca  City, 
Oklahoma  Main  Street  Authority,  is  pleased  to  announce  the  issuance  of  the 
pictorial  Iris  Festival  Postmark  for  May  2, 1992.  This  will  be  the  fourth  year  for 
the  Iris  Festival  and  the  fourth  year  a  pictorial  postmark  has  been  issued  to 
commemorate  the  event.  For  those  attending  the  Iris  Festival,  the  Iris  Festival 
Postmark  will  be  available  from  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  on  Saturday,  May  2, 1992,  at 
the  outdoor  Postal  Mobile  Unit,  5th  and  Grand  in  Ponca  City.  Anyone  desiring 
the  Pictorial  Iris  Postmark  may  send  through  the  mail  one  or  several  (limit  50 
hand  stamped  cancellations  unless  prior  written  approval  has  been  received 
from  the  Postal  Service  and  a  small  fee  paid)  stamped,  addressed  envelopes 
inside  a  mailer  addressed  to:  POSTMASTER 

IRIS  FESTIVAL  STATION 
PONCA  CITY,  OK  74601-9998 

Yes,  Virginia  (Mathews)  Keyser  will  even  have  time  to  mail  in  her  request  for 
the  Iris  Festival  Postmark  all  the  way  from  her  new  home  in  Salinas,  California. 
The  U.S.  Postal  Service  has  relaxed  the  rules  for  stamp  collectors  and  will  now 
accept  mail-in  requests  for  pictorial  postmarks  for  up  to  thirty  days  after  the 
issuance  date — or  up  to  June  2  for  the  Iris  Festival  Postmark.  This  thirty  day 
extension  should  be  especially  beneficial  for  the  many  International  collec¬ 
tors  of  the  Iris  Postmark,  as  well  as  for  the  irisarians  who  are  busy  with  garden 
viewing,  shows,  etc.  at  the  time  of  the  postmark  on  May  2. 

For  those  desiring  further  information,  please  write  or  call:  Ponca  City  Main 
Street  Authority,  PO.  Box  2532,  Ponca  City,  OK  74602-2532,  (405)  762-1002. 

NOTICE:  U.S.  Postage  stamps  affixed  to  envelopes  received  between  May 
2  and  June  2, 1992,  must  have  an  ISSUE  DATE  prior  to  May  2, 1992.  In  other 
words,  the  postal  service  cannot  give  a  pictorial  postmark  of  May  2  on  a 
stamp  that  did  not  go  on  sale  until  after  that  date.  If  you  need  further  clarifi¬ 
cation  on  this  point,  consult  your  local  postmaster. 

(The  reference  to  Virginia  (Mathews)  Keyser  is  in  reference  to  a  local  club 
member  who  moved  to  California  and  married  her  girlhood  sweetheart  after 
more  than  50  years  of  time,  and  we  miss  her.) 
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1992 

INTRODUCTIONS 
FROM 

BARBARA  fk 
STERLING 
INNERST 

PROGRESSIVE  ATTITUDE 


DIFFERENT  APPROACH— Sdlg.  1928-19,  36",  M-L,  (Dualtone  X  Cozy  Carol). 
Standards  are  dark  burnt  peach  with  midrib  tinted  lavender.  Falls  are  dark 
lavender-blue.  Burnt  peach  beards,  3  branches  and  7-9  buds.  Full  round  flaring 
form  with  ruffles.  Excellent  substance  and  very  strong  stalks.  Vigorous  and 
fertile  both  ways . . . . . . . . $30.00 

PROGRESSIVE  ATTITUDE— Sdlg.  3093-1,  36",  E-M,  (Instructor  X  2237-15:  (Bur¬ 
gundy  Brown  x  (Osage  Buff  x  Spinning  Wheel))).  Domed  standards  are  white 
with  blue  stitching  throughout,  heavier  and  darker  near  edges.  Wide  falls  are 
white  with  narrow  edge  stitched  light  blue.  White  beards  tipped  lemon.  Wide 
ruffled  form.  Four  branches  with  9-12  buds.  Fertile  both  ways.  Sends  up  re¬ 
bloom  stalks  annually  in  November,  but  has  never  bloomed  in  the  Fall — freezes 
first.  When  crossed  with  Colorwatch  has  produced  7  sdlgs.  that  rebloom  in  Sept, 
and  Oct.  Very  vigorous!  . . . . . $30.00 

AFTER  THE  STORM— Sdlg.  3169-4,  36",  M-L,  (Silent  Morn  X  Swirling  Seas).  Very 
smooth  mid-blue  self  with  excellent  wide  ruffled  form.  Beards  are  white  tipped 
yellow.  Three  branches  with  7  buds.  Vigorous  and  fertile  both  ways.  EC  1991 
. . $30.00 

STERLING  FLURRY— Sdlg.  3344-2,  32",  M-L,  (Rain  Flurry  X  Sterling  Stitch).  White 
trimmed  mid-blue  plicata,  blue  beards  tipped  yellow.  Excellent  ruffled  form. 
Three  branches,  7  buds  and  fertile  both  ways.  Vigorous . $30.00 

KIMMELFARBER— Sdlg.  3379- E  18",  M,  IB,  sib  to  Higgledy-Piggledy  and  Meg- 
qlethorp.  Dark  blue  self  with  darker  blue  spot  on  falls.  Excellent  form,  wide 
. . ...$15.00 

AMEILA  BEDEILA — Sdlg.  3379-4,  18",  M,  IB,  sib  to  tCimmel  farber.  White  with 
dark  green  spot.  Wide  and  vigorous  . . .  $15.00 

IDEA — Sdlg.  2846-6,  12",  E-M,  SDB.  Standards  mid-yellow;  falls  white  trimmed 
yellow.  Flaring,  round,  fertile.  1579-1:  (Cottom  Blossom  x  Gingerbread  Man)  X 
1564-1:  (Jared  x  Soft  Air)  . . . . .  $10.00 

BEEPERS— Sdlg.  13531  3,  M-L,  24",  SDB,  (Hee  Haw  X  Jeepers).  Excellent  form, 

wide  and  round,  white  with  narrow  edge  trimmed  light  blue.  One  branch  and  4 

buds.  Very  vigorous  and  fertile . . . $10.00 

One  each  TB  collection— $100.00  One  each  Median  collection— $35.00 

Shipping  and  Handling— $2.50  No  extras  on  collections 

STERLING  &  BARBARA  INNERST 

2700A  Oakland  Road  Dover,  PA  17315 

Phone  (717)  764-0281 


STERLING  FLURRY 
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IT’S  A  BEAUTY .  (S.  DOONAN  ’92) 

$35.00 


SUNSET  IRIS  GARDEN 

269  Sunset  Rd.  S.  W. 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  87105 

(505)  897-2220 

(Please  see  ad  in  Commercial  Directory) 
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‘Jort  Iris  QarcCens 


Alpine  Summit 

(Lyfe  fort  ’92) 


2157  5lo7(ie,  ‘RichCancC, 
W51 99352 


For  others  see 
our  ad  page  84 


Lucille  Richardson  (Q.  Richardson  '92 ) 


RIALTO  GARDENS 


1146  W.  Rialto 


Outstandingly  Different  Irises 
Not  Just  Improvement  on  Old  Themes 


Fresno,  CA  93705 


ELECTRIC  SURGE  (Weiler  92)  TB  Unique!  Stunning  contrast 
between  nearly  white  petals  tinted  pale  blue-violet  and 
deep,  blackish  beards,  this  flower  is  born  on  4-branched 
stalks  of  9-11  buds  over  a  long  spring  season.  $35.00 


SEASONS  (Weiler  92  TB  re- 
bloomer.  With  color  totally 
unlike  any  other  iris,  flow¬ 
ers  of  good  substance  on  3- 
branched  stalks  are  produced 
spring,  fall,  and  sometimes 
midsummer  as  well.  $35.00 


For  other  details  see  Rialto  Gardens  ad  on  page  100 
Include  $3  postage  California  residents  add  7. 25?o  tax 
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Spring  Parasol  (R.  Ernst  1992)  M  36"  $35.00 

Our  64th  Year 

80  Page  Catalog  in  Full  Color 
Over  300  accurate  color  illustrations, 
only  $3.00,  then  deductible 
from  your  first  order. 

CoOLEY’S 

GARDEN 
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S 


11553  Silverton  Rd.  NE  •  RO.  Box  126  AIS 
Silverton,  Oregon  97381=0126 


Yellow  Brick  Road  (R.  Ernst  1992)  EM  33"  $35.00 


Our  64th  Year 

80  Page  Catalog  in  Full  Color 
Over  300  accurate  color  illustrations, 
only  $3.00,  then  deductible 
from  your  first  order. 

^COOLEY’S 

GARDENS 


11553  Silverton  Rd.  NE  •  RO.  Box  126  AIS 
Silverton,  Oregon  97381-0126 
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Sunray  Reflection  (R.  Ernst  1992)  ML  38"  $35.00 

Our  64th  Year 

80  Page  Catalog  in  Full  Color 
Over  300  accurate  color  illustrations, 
only  $3.00,  then  deductible 
from  your  first  order. 

CoQLEY'S 

GARDENS 
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11553  Silverton  Rd.  NE  •  RO.  Box  126  AIS 
Silverton,  Oregon  97381-0126 


Nothing  To  Lose  (R.  Ernst  1992)  M  36"  $35.00 


Our  64th  Year 

80  Page  Catalog  in  Full  Color 
Over  300  accurate  color  illustrations, 
only  $3.00,  then  deductible 
from  your  first  order. 

SaCoQLEY'S 

GARDENS 


11553  Silverton  Rd.  NE  •  P.O.  Box  126  AIS 
Silverton,  Oregon  97381-0126 
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SUNCATCHER 

Suncatcher  may  be  the  most  beautiful  yellow  Iris  introduced  to  date.  Who 
says  so?  I  do,  the  hybridizer  and,  of  course,  I  am  entirely  unbiased.  Sun¬ 
catcher  is  being  introduced  before  its  time,  but  when  one  becomes  80  years 
old,  who  can  wait  to  get  sufficient  stock  so  that  it  can  be  available  for 
everyone? 

This  ad  will  introduce  Suncatcher  with  the  offer  outlined  on  the  adjacent 
page. 

RFD  3  VARIGAY  GARDENS  LINCOLN,  NE  68505 

Allan  Ensminger 
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SUNCATCHER  OFFER 
for  AIS  members  only 


I.  Choose  a  number  between  1  and  500. 

II.  Send  the  number  with  a  stamped,  self-addressed 
envelope  to: 

Allan  Ensminger 
VARIGAY  GARDENS 
RFD  3 

LINCOLN,  NE  68505 

III.  If  the  number  you  submit  is  the  same  as  our  pre¬ 
selected  number,  you  will  be  given  the  opportunity 
to  purchase  Suncatcher  for  $10.00,  shipping  costs 
included. 

IV.  If  you  submit  a  wrong  number,  we  will  send  you  the 
Varigay  Gardens  1992  price  list. 

V.  This  offer  is  limited  to  AIS  members  and  only  one 
entry  per  member  please.  The  first  entry  per  member 
will  be  the  only  one  considered. 

VI.  Offer  good  only  until  July  1  st.  Results  will  be  mailed 
shortly  thereafter. 

VII.  Shipment  of  Suncatcher  to  those  who  submit  the 
correct  number  will  be  made  on  August  10th. 

Thank  you  for  your  interest  in  Ensminger  Irises 
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Pacific  Coast  Hybridizers 

Presents  for  1992 


Grand  Praise 

by  Dr.  H.  C.  Mohr  ($35.00) 


Send  $1  for  our  catalog  which  features 
the  first  American  introduction  of 
John  Taylor's  award  winning  Australian 
Louisianas 

Pacific  Coast  Hybridizers 
P.O.  Box  972 

Campbell,  CA  95009-0972 

(408)  370-2955 


NEW  SPECIES  AWARDS 

Bob  Pries  (Missouri) 

The  Species  Group  of  North  America  proposed  two  new  awards  at  the 
American  Iris  Society  fall  meeting,  the  “Founders  of  SIGNA  Medal”  and  the 
“Randolph  - Perry  Medal.”  They  were  accepted  unanimously.  Irises  will  first  be 
eligible  for  the  preliminary  awards  of  high  commendations  and  honorable 
mentions  in  1993  and  then  work  their  way  up  to  awards  of  merit  and  finally 
medal  status  in  the  same  fashion  as  other  medals. 

The  “Founders  of  SIGNA  Medal”  honors  the  many  people  who  began 
SIGNA  twenty-five  years  ago  and  those  who  were  major  forces  in  its  develop¬ 
ment.  Bruce  Richardson,  leRoy  Davidson,  and  Jean  Witt  continue  to  be 
active  in  the  functioning  of  the  Society.  This  award  is  an  intra-species  award 
because  it  is  for  selections  made  of  superior  garden  clones  within  a  single 
species.  Some  people  are  surprised  by  this  award  since  they  think  of  only  a 
single  type  of  plant  as  comprising  all  of  the  species.  Research  shows  that  all 
species  have  a  great  deal  of  variation.  It  is  hoped  that  this  award  will  bring  the 
best  of  each  species  into  our  gardens. 

The  “Randolph-Perry  Medal”  honors  a  past  president  of  the  AIS  who 
collected  many  species  of  bearded  irises  in  Europe  to  enrich  the  gene  pool, 
and  the  famous  British  hybridizer  who  produced  the  first  Cal-sibe  hybrid, 
MARGOT  PIOLMES,  a  cross  between  a  California  species  and  a  Siberian  iris 
which  became  the  first  English  Dykes  Medal  winner.  This  Medal  is  an  inter¬ 
species  award  since  it  is  awarded  for  innovative  crosses  involving  two  or  more 
different  species.  It  is  hoped  this  medal  will  encourage  a  flood  of  experimen¬ 
tation  that  can  teach  us  much  about  the  relationships  of  different  species  and 
also  provide  some  exciting  new  plants  for  our  gardens. 

The  initiation  of  these  species  awards  has  prompted  two  questions.  Will 
people  rush  out  and  demolish  native  populations  looking  for  differing  species 
forms?  What  is  the  value  of  an  award  which  may  require  no  hybridizing  efforts? 
Let  me  answer  the  former  question  first.  It  is  hoped  that  good  judgment  will  be 
used  in  collecting  wild  specimens.  If  a  population  is  extensive,  it  should  do  no 
harm  to  remove  starts  of  a  few  select  plants.  A  plant  could  also  be  marked  so 
that  one  could  return  and  collect  seed.  Remember  that  discovering  a  superior 
form  is  not  sufficient  to  win  an  award.  The  plant  must  be  given  its  own  clonal 
name  and  registered  with  AIS.  The  plant  must  also  be  propagated,  dis¬ 
tributed,  and  its  introduction  to  commerce  recorded  with  the  registrar.  Its 
dispersal  into  gardens  may  thus  aid  in  the  preservation  of  the  species  even  if  it 
is  lost  in  the  wild. 

In  response  to  the  second  question,  a  large  part  of  the  art  of  hybridizing  is 
careful  discrimination  of  the  seedlings  worth  selecting  and  saving.  This 
occurs  whether  the  seedling  patch  is  sown  by  nature  or  by  a  hybridizer.  Some 
people  complain  of  the  large  number  of  tall-bearded  iris  varieties  introduced 
each  year  saying  that  the  differences  are  so  small  they  are  hard  to  distinguish. 
A  dedicated  hybridizer  selecting  superior  variations  in  species  will  probably 
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see  later  changes  than  many  breeders  of  tall-bearded  irises.  There  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  greater  chance  to  produce  something  more  distinctive  than  in  tall 
bearded  irises. 

Several  species  of  iris  already  have  a  dozen  or  more  named  garden 
cultivars.  There  are  over  a  hundred  named  varieties  of  iris  laevigata  available 
in  Japan,  with  Japanese  names,  but  neither  registered  for  introduction  in  the 
U.S.A.  Iris  pseudacorus  has  dwarf  forms  and  various  colors  from  white 
through  yellows  to  orange.  Iris  versicolor  has  had  several  registrations  of 
selected  clones  in  the  last  couple  of  years.  Until  now,  these  irises  have  had  no 
chance  to  compete  for  honors.  I  hope  you  will  explore  the  variability  of 
species.  If  you  wish  to  compete  for  the  "Founders  of  SIGNA  Medal,”  it  is 
necessary  to  call  attention  to  its  species  status  when  registering  the  cultivar. 
For  example  ‘Carpathia’  is  a  cultivar  of  Iris  pumila  but  is  registered  as  a 
miniature  dwarf  bearded  iris  for  which  it  also  qualifies.  I  recommend  that  it  be 
registered  with  the  designation  SPEC  instead  of  MDB.  This  makes  it  clear 
when  preparing  the  official  ballots  that  it  is  a  contender  for  the  "Founders  of 
SIGNA  Medal.”  In  the  same  way  candidates  for  the  “Randolph-Perry  Medal” 
should  be  registered  by  the  designation  SPECX.  This  designation  makes  the 
choice  of  category  up  to  the  registrant  instead  of  an  arbitrary  decision  by  the 
registrar  or  the  awards  committee.  Interesting  crosses  which  don’t  fit  the 
preconceptions  of  a  certain  class  have  a  better  chance  of  recognition  in  the 
SPECX  category.  For  example  BUDDAFf  SONG  currently  is  registered  as  an 
MDB  but  doesn’t  quite  fit  the  normal  expectations  of  this  group.  It  looks  very 
much  like  an  aril  but  is  actually  an  innovative  cross  between  a  tall-bearded  iris 
cultivar  and  the  species,  Iris  mellita. 

Cultivar  names  assigned  to  forms  of  iris  species  may  help  in  their  better 
acceptance.  Some  people  may  be  put  off  by  scientific  names  which  they  find 
difficult  to  pronounce.  Using  a  cultivar  name  may  be  more  familiar  I  would  like 
to  express  a  prejudice  of  mine  concerning  cultivar  names  of  species.  Col¬ 
lected  clones  should  have  an  appealing  name,  yet  give  some  information 
about  their  source.  For  example  a  purple  Iris  pumila  collected  in  Yugoslavia 
might  be  named  ‘Serbian  Midnight.’  Since  someday  these  varieties  may  be 
all  that  remains  of  the  natural  population,  it  would  be  desirable  for  the  name  to 
reflect  their  origins. 

There  may  be  some  hesitancy  by  the  hybridizer  to  register  a  cultivar  if  there 
is  uncertainty  concerning  its  species  identification.  This  should  not  prevent 
registration.  There  are  plenty  of  people  who  would  be  glad  to  offer  a  species 
identification.  Even  if  an  error  is  made,  corrections  are  often  made  in  iris 
registrations.  Indeed  botanists  split  or  group  species  differently  with  each 
new  review.  In  some  respects,  a  superior  garden  cultivar  name  may  turn  out  to 
be  more  lasting  than  the  botanical  name. 

The  “Randolph-Perry  Medal”  leads  us  in  entirely  new  directions.  The  tall 
bearded  iris  showed  remarkable  advancements  when  several  tetraploid  iris 
species  were  mixed  in  that  gene  pool.  Various  iris  species  remain  untested  for 
their  contributions  to  the  iris  we  presently  know.  The  possibilities  seem  lim¬ 
itless.  Imagine  flowers  like  the  exotic  Pacific  Coast  Natives  but  made  easy  to 


70 


grow  in  a  variety  of  climates  by  the  right  mixing  in  of  other  species.  Even 
though  offspring  of  interspecific  crosses  may  be  sterile,  this  should  not 
disqualify  them.  Sterility  can  be  overcome  by  induced  tetraploidy.  Cal-sibes 
are  obvious  candidates  for  these  interspecies  awards,  as  are  the  Versi-Laevs 
and  Iris  pseudacorus  crosses.  As  crosses  of  this  type  become  more  abun¬ 
dant,  they  may  develop  into  their  own  sections  someday.  The  “Randolph- 
Perry  Medal”  will  bring  recognition  to  these  new  creations  and  encourage 
further  developments.  Backyard  hybridizers  with  limited  space  might  con¬ 
sider  these  endeavors  since  experimental  crosses  usually  produce  smaller 
numbers  of  seedlings.  However,  the  rewards  when  they  come,  can  be  great. 

Since  all  hybrids  originated  from  the  crossing  of  species  somewhere  in 
their  background,  theoretically  any  hybrid  could  qualify  for  the  “Randolph- 
Perry  Medal.”  A  few  key  points  prevent  this  from  happening.  The  medal  is  for 
innovative  crosses.  Advanced  generation  hybrids,  which  have  their  own 
recognized  awards  certainly  have  established  themselves  and  would  no 
longer  be  considered  innovative.  For  example,  the  original  crosses  of  tall 
bearded  cultivars  and  Iris  pumila  were  certainly  innovative  and  produced  a 
new  class,  the  Standard  Dwarf  Bearded  iris.  Now  that  SDB’s  are  produced 
from  many  generations  of  SDB’s  and  have  their  own  awards,  I  would  no  longer 
describe  the  cross  as  innovative.  But  if  an  SDB  were  crossed  to  a  species 
which  added  a  new  dimension  to  the  gene  pool  then  I  would  agree  that  it 
fulfills  the  criteria  of  being  innovative.  This  new  creation  may  also  fit  the 
description  of  an  SDB,  and  it  would  then  be  the  choice  of  the  hybridizer  as  to 
whether  he  wishes  it  to  compete  for  the  “Cook-Douglas  Medal”  by  registering 
it  SDB  or  for  the  “Randolph-Perry  Medal”  by  registering  it  SPECX.  There  is  no 
desire  to  see  these  awards  taking  species  away  from  the  other  sections.  It 
should  be  an  option  that  can  add  to  the  interest  in  any  particular  section. 

Hybrids  such  as  Cal-Sibes,  which  are  not  included  in  any  of  the  sections 
now  have  a  forum  for  recognition.  The  addition  of  the  two  new  medals 
completes  the  American  Iris  Society  awards  system  so  no  registered  iris  is  left 
out  of  consideration  for  its  merit  as  a  gardenworthy  plant. 

Judges  are  supposed  to  see  any  iris  for  which  they  cast  a  vote  growing  two 
years  in  a  garden.  If  you  are  unfamiliar  with  species,  please  try  to  visit  gardens 
growing  species  this  spring  so  you  can  cast  an  informed  vote  next  year. 
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ATLANTA 

It’s  not  too  late  to  register 
for  Atlanta.  See  January, 
1992  Bulletin  for  information. 


American  Iris  Society  Conventions 

1992 

Atlanta,  GA 

April  28-May  2 

1993 

Fort  Worth,  TX 

April  20-24 

1994 

Portland,  OR 

May  21-25 

1995 

Hershey,  PA 

1996 

Sacramento,  CA 

1997 

|  1998 

Colorado 

AIS  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 

Single  Annual  . $  12.50  Dual  Triennial  . .  37.50 

Single  Triennial  _ .......  30.00  Single  Life  .................  250.00 

Dual  Annual . .  15.50  Dual  Life  . ....300.00 

Youth  Member,  Without  Bulletin  . . . .........  3.00 

Youth  Member,  With  Bulletin . . . . . 4.50 

OVERSEAS  RATES 

Single  Annual  _ _ .......  $15.00  Dual  Annual  ...............  $18.00 

Single  Triennial . . . 37.50  Dual  Triennial  . 45.00 

Overseas  memberships  include  first  class  Bulletin  and  are  payable  in  U.S.  Curren- 


cy 

single 

single 

family 

family 

SECTION  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 

annual 

triennial 

annual 

triennial 

Median  Iris  Society . . 

. . .  5.50 

15.00 

8.00 

22.50 

Society  for  Siberian  Irises  . . 

. . .  5.00 

13.00 

6.00 

15.00 

Spuria  Iris  Society . . . . . 

.  . .  5.00 

12.00 

6.00 

14.00 

Society  for  Japanese  Irises . 

. . .  3.50 

9.00 

4.00 

10.50 

Reblooming  Iris  Society  . . 

. . .  4.00 

10.00 

5.00 

12.00 

Society  for  Pacific  Coast 

Native  Iris  . 

. . .  4.00 

10.00 

5.00 

12.00 

Species  Iris  Group  of 

North  America  . . 

.  . .  3.50 

9.00 

4.50 

10.50 

Louisiana  Iris  Society  of  America _ _ _ 

. . .  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Dwarf  Iris  Society  . 

.  . .  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Historic  Iris  Preservation  Society  . 

. . .  5.00 

12.00 

6.00 

15.00 

Membership  in  AIS  sections  is  open  to  all  AIS  members.  Payment  may  be  made 
directly  to  the  Section,  or  may  be  made  payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society  and 
sent  to  AIS  Membership  Secretary,  Marilyn  Harlow,  P.O.  Box  8455,  San  Jose,  CA 
95155 
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1992  MEMBERSHIP  CONTEST 

The  1992  Membership  Contest  follows  the  same  rules  as  those  used  in 
1991.  Three  separate  and  distinct  awards  will  be  presented  at  the  1993 
Convention — one  to  the  youth,  one  to  the  adult  and  one  to  the  affiliate  with  the 
most  total  points.  Certificates  of  achievement  will  be  awarded  to  the  individual 
youth,  adult  and  affiliate  in  each  region  who  obtains  the  largest  number  of 
points.  A  minimum  of  30  points  is  necessary  to  qualify  for  any  award.  Names 
of  the  award  and  certificate  winners  will  be  published  in  the  future. 

Each  affiliate  must  decide  whether  its  members  will  participate  as  individ¬ 
uals  or  as  a  group. 

Point  Scale 

10  points  for  each  new  single  annual  membership 

10  points  for  each  new  youth  member  added  to  an  existing  family  mem¬ 
bership 

15  points  for  each  new  family  annual  membership 
20  points  for  each  new  single  triennial 
25  points  for  each  new  family  triennial 

25  points  for  each  new  youth  member  registered  as  a  solitary  member 
The  following  points  will  be  given  for  conversion  from  annual  to  triennial 
membership,  providing  the  membership  has  been  in  effect  for  a  minimum  of 
one  year: 

10  points  for  converting  from  single  triennial  to  family  triennial 
15  points  for  converting  from  single  annual  to  single  triennial 
25  points  for  converting  from  family  annual  to  family  triennial 
100  points  for  each  single  life  membership 
150  points  for  each  family  life  membership 

Rules 

1 .  Membership  application  and  payment  of  dues  are  made  directly  to  the 
AIS  Membership  Secretary  and  may  be  submitted  by  the  recruiter  or  by  the 
new  member. 

2.  The  RVP  or  Membership  Chairman  of  the  contestant’s  Region  and  the 
AIS  Contest  Chairman  (Clarence  Mahan,  7311  Churchill  Road,  McLean,  VA 
22101)  should  be  notified  by  the  recruiter  within  30  days. 

3.  Each  new  membership  should  be  reported  on  separate  3x5  cards. 
The  following  information  is  needed:  the  name,  complete  address  and  region 
number  of  the  new  member;  the  type  of  membership — annual,  triennial,  or 
life;  the  name,  address,  and  region  of  the  recruiter.  Only  those  memberships 
reported  correctly  will  be  awarded  points. 

4.  Renewal  of  memberships  following  a  lapse  of  two  years  will  count  as  new 
members. 

5.  New  memberships  received  by  the  Membership  Contest  Chairman 
postmarked  after  December  10,  1992  cannot  be  counted  for  the  1992  con¬ 
test  but  will  be  automatically  credited  to  the  recruiter  for  the  1993  contest. 
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AIS  SALES  ITEMS 


THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES . $17.50 

Edited  by  Warburton  &  Hamblen;  34  contributors  and  authors  including  international 
authorities.  494  pages  of  text;  32  pages  full  color.  Published  in  1978  and  the  most 
authoritative  book  on  all  phases  of  irises,  scientific  and  popular,  6"  x  9"  hard  bound 
cloth  cover. 

HANDBOOK  FOR  JUDGES  AND  SHOW  OFFICIALS . complete  .  . .  $6.00 

pages  only. . .  $4.00 

Fifth  Edition,  in  handy  looseleaf  form.  Available  with  or  without  binder  for  holding  the 
pages. 

Iris  Notes,  31/2  x  51/2,  reproductions  of  watercolors  from  the  archives  of  the  Brooklyn 
Botanic  Garden,  $4.00  per  pack,  3  for  $11.00.  Each  pack  contains  ten  notes  and 
envelopes,  two  different  designs. 

Order  by  pack  number:  Pack  1:  5  Iris  aurea,  5  Iris  latifolia. 

Pack  2:  5  Iris  xiphium,  5  Japanese  iris. 

Pack  3:  5  Iris  pallida  hybrid,  5  Gladwyn  iris. 

IRIS  SHOW  POSTERS . . . . . . . Packet  of  6,  $10.00 

Promote  your  show  with  these  full-color  posters  11"  x  16". 

AIS  LAPEL  PINS  . . . . . . . .  $5.00 

AIS  logo  in  blue  and  green  on  silver  plated  pin  W  x  %"  with  safety  lock  catch. 

BASIC  IRIS  CULTURE  . . . . . .  each  $1.25;  packet  of  25,  $15.00 

A  32-page  booklet  covering  the  basic  aspects  of  growing  irises.  Available  in  single 
issue  or  quantity  for  resale  by  societies  at  meetings,  shows  and  sales. 

1991  AIS  MEMBERSHIP  BOOK.  A  complete  listing  of  members  of  AIS,  including 

addresses . . . $10.00 

IRIS  POST  CARDS . Packet  $2.00;  3  Packets  for  $5.00 

Twelve  different  shots,  in  color,  per  packet. 

1939  CHECK  LIST . $10.00 

Reprint.  Soft  cover. 

1969  IRIS  CHECK  LIST . $17.00 

Reprint.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1960-69. 

1979  IRIS  CHECK  LIST . $17.00 

Reprint.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1970-79. 

REGISTRATIONS  AND  INTRODUCTIONS— 


1984  . . 

. $4.00 

1988  . 

. $4. 

.00 

1985  . 

. . $4.00 

1989  . 

. $4, 

.00 

1986  . 

. $4.00 

1990  . . 

. $4. 

.00 

1987  . 

. $4.00 

1991  . 

. $5. 

00 

BULLETINS:  Back  issues,  if  available  . .  .  . 

..$3 

BRONZE  ANNIVERSARY  MEDALS  . $2.50 

The  AIS  50th  Anniversary  medal  in  antiqued  bronze.  Suitable  for  pendants,  show 
prizes,  and  special  awards. 

AIS  SEALS . Pack— $2.50;  5  Packs— $10.00 

Self-adhesive  ovals  larger  than  a  half  dollar,  official  design  in  blue  and  green  on  a 
silver  background.  (50  per  pack) 

RHS  COLOUR  CHARTS . . . . . $45.00 

Set  of  four  color  fans,  plus  instruction  leaflet. 

1992  AIS  CALENDAR  . $5.00—10  for  $30.00 

Prices  include  postage  and  handling. 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society 

Send  order  to  Charles  J.  Lack,  718  West  67th  Street,  Tulsa,  OK  74132 

Phone  (918)  445-2222 
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IRIS  SLIDES  FOR  RENT 

AIS  offers  a  number  of  iris  slide  sets  for  rental  to  members,  each  consisting  of 

approximately  100  35mm  slides.  These  provide  excellent  programs  for  both  iris  so¬ 
cieties  and  garden  clubs. 

SLIDE  SETS  AVAILABLE  FOR  1992 

THE  NEWEST  IN  IRISES:  1989  through  1992  introductions — mostly  TB,  but  contains 

other  types. 

RECENT  AWARD  WINNERS:  HM  and  AM  winners— 1988  through  1991. 

THE  POPULARITY  POLL:  Favorite  irises  as  reflected  by  the  1991  AIS  Symposium. 
RECENT  BEAUTIES:  Recent  introductions  which  have  not  as  yet  won  the  HM 

award — mostly  TB,  but  includes  other  types. 

TYPES  OTHER  THAN  TALL  BEARDED:  Bearded  and  beardless — arranged  in 

approximate  blooming  sequence. 

RELIABLES:  Mostly  past  award  winners  of  various  types — especially  suited  for 
newer  iris  societies  and  garden  clubs. 

1990  OMAHA  CONVENTION 

1991  WASHINGTON  D.  C.  CONVENTION 

To  Order:  Requests  for  slides  should  be  made  well  in  advance  of  requested  date, 
preferably  six  to  eight  weeks.  If  optional,  specify  alternate  sets  and/or  dates.  Clearly 
PRINT  name  and  mailing  address  to  whom  slides  are  to  be  sent.  Rental  fee  is  $7.50  per 
set,  payable  to  AIS.  Only  one  set  allowed  for  any  request  date.  AIS  Affiliate  Societies  are 
entitled  to  one  free  set  per  calendar  year.  Slide  sets  are  to  be  returned  next  day  after 
viewing  by  PRIORITY  mail. 

Send  check  with  request  to: 

Howard  Shockey,  Chairman 

Slides  Committee 

4611  Rio  Grande  Lane,  N.W. 

Albuquerque,  NM  87107 
Note:  Telephone  calls  cannot  be  returned. 

SECTION  SLIDES  AVAILABLE 

The  various  Sections  of  AIS  also  have  slide  sets  available  for  rent.  These  feature  irises  of 
each  respective  group.  Rental  fee  is  $5.00  per  set,  unless  noted  otherwise.  Requests 
for  these  slide  sets  should  be  submitted  as  follows: 

ARILS  and  ARILBREDS:  Order  from  Clay  H.  Osborne,  47806  Calle  Fiesta,  Indio,  CA 

92201.  Rental  fee  $7.50 — Check  to  Aril  Society  Interna¬ 
tional. 

HISTORIC  IRIS  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY  (HIPS):  Contact  Joan  Cooper,  212  West 

Country  Rd.  C,  St.  Paul,  MN 
55113.  Check  to  HIPS. 

JAPANESE:  Order  from  John  Coble,  9823  E.  Michigan  Ave.,  Galesburg,  Ml  49053. 
Check  to  Japanese  Iris  Society. 

LOUISIANAS:  Order  from  LaVera  Burkett,  1002  Randall,  Searcy,  AR  72143.  Check 
to  LISA. 

MEDIANS:  Order  from  Terry  Aitken,  608  N.W.  119th  St.,  Vancouver,  WA  98685. 
Check  to  MIS. 

REBLOOMERS:  Contact  Diana  Nicholls,  4724  Angus  Drive,  Gainesville,  VA  22065. 

Check  to  Reblooming  Iris  Society. 

SIBERIANS:  Order  from  Thomas  Abrego,  P.O.  Box  693,  Newberg,  OR  97132.  Check 
to  Society  for  Siberian  Irises. 

SPECIES:  Several  sets  available — Order  from  Helga  Andrews,  11  Maple  Ave., 
Sudbury,  MA  01776.  Check  to  SIGNA. 

SPURIAS:  To  order,  contact  Marilyn  Holloway,  673  Acacia  Ave.,  Sacramento,  CA 
95815.  Check  to  Spuria  Iris  Society. 
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AVONBANK  GARDENS 

RENOWN  (Zurbrigg  ’92)  Sdlg.  JJ  93-4-4.  Here  is  areally  huge,  wide, 
heavily- substanced  rebloomer.  It  has  rebloomed  well  in  Oklahoma, 
Nebraska,  Maryland  and  Virginia.  The  cross — Matrix  X  Suky- 
was  outstanding.  The  plant  grows  luxuriantly,  is  very  hardy,  and  the 
stalks  are  strong  and  rather  well  branched.  The  flower  is  oyster  white 
with  outstanding  form.  It  is  a  good  parent  either  way,  and  the  growth 
on  its  seedlings  has  been  spectacular.  . $35.00 

MARGARET  VIOLA  WHITE  (Zurbrigg  ’92)  Sdlg.  T  28-2.  This 
iris  won  first  place  in  the  two-year  TB  class  at  Loomis  Memorial 
Trials  in  Colorado  for  1991.  It  is  white  with  violet  beards,  certain  not 
to  be  missed  by  any  garden  visitor.  It  should  perform  excellently  in 
the  more  northern  states  (climate  bands  four  and  five).  It  is  not  a 
rebloomer.  Blue-bearded  white  seedling  from  O  My  Goodness 
breeding  X  Song  of  Norway . $35.00 

Both  1992  introductions  for  $47.00 

Lloyd  Zurbrigg 

Box  52444  Durham,  NC  27717 


GOOD  NEWS  FROM  THE  BRITISH  IRIS  SOCIETY 

We  have  opened  a  Dollar  Checking  Account  in  order  that  our  U.S. 

members  can  pay  their  subscriptions  in 
$15.00. 

dollars.  The  subscription  rate  is 

As  excessive  conversion  charges  will 

no  longer  have  to  be  paid,  we 

also  look  forward  to  a  flood  of  new  members  from  the  United  States. 
Now  you  can  join  us  in  the  thousands! 

Subscription  payments  to: 

Enquiries  &  Enrollments  to: 

Mr.  E.  H.  Fumival 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Wise 

Membership  Secretary 

Hon.  Enrollment  Secretary 

British  Iris  Society 

British  Iris  Society 

15  Park  wood  Drive 

197  The  Parkway 

Rawtenstall,  Lancs.  BB4  6RP 

Iver  Heath 

England 

Iver,  Bucks  SLO  ORQ 
England 
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BURCH  IRIS  GARDEN 

205  Knox  Drive  Huntsville,  Alabama  35811 

FANCY  STITCHES— TB .  Bright  yellow  beards  (13B)  rests  on  snow 
white  falls  that  are  encircled  with  a  stitched  band  of  blue  violet 

e 

(91A).  Standards  are  dotted  and  stitched  with  the  same  blue 
violet.  The  strong  40"  +  stalks  hold  8  blossoms  that  last  through¬ 
out  the  bloom  season.  . . . . . $30.00 

TIMBERWIND — TB.  One’s  attention  is  immediately  drawn  to  very 
evident  brightly  colored  style  arms.  Flaring  falls  are  yellow 
banded  white  (10C)  while  the  standards,  slightly  opened,  are 
yellow  (10C),  same  as  band  on  falls.  Stalk  showily  exhibits  3  open 
blooms  that  last  a  long  time.  . . . $30.00 

DESERT  TRIUMPH — TB.  Unusual!  Self  standards  are  tannish.  Red 
purple  falls  are  bordered  with  Vs"  wide  gold  band.  The  same  gold 
is  reflected  in  a  stripe  down  the  center  of  the  falls.  Gold  hafts 
surrounded  the  yellow  orange  beards.  The  large  ruffled  blooms 
are  not  affected  by  the  weather:  winds,  rains,  or  the  sun.  Combi¬ 


nations  of  colors  outstandingly  different.  . . $30.00 

BALLAD  OF  DIXIE  (83)  Pale  yellow  self,  HC  82 . $  2.50 

BIG  VICTORY  (90)  BB  White,  gold  beards  . . 10.00 

DIXIE  CLASSIC  (89)  Brown,  orange  beards  . . . 10.00 

ELIZABETH  CAROL  (86)  Red  black  self,  HC  83  . . 5.00 

FROSTY  JEWELS  (79)  Light  pink  self,  HM  81,  AM  83 . 2.50 

GOING  PLACES  (89)  Red  violet  self,  many  blooms . 10.00 

JEWELED  STARLIGHT  (80)  Yellow  and  white,  HM  82  ..... .  2.50 

KIRSCH  (84)  BB  Reddish  purple,  overlaid  black,  HM  86  ....  2.50 

LARCENIST  (89)  Pink  self,  showy  stalk . 10.00 

MAINSTAY  (91)  BB  Pale  pink . . . . . 10.00 

MANUSCRIPT  (90)  Pale  red  violet,  popular  in  Omaha . 15.00 

MISS  NELLIE  (83)  BB  S-yellow,  F-yellow,  red,  purple  blend,  HM 

85,  AM  87,  Knowlton  Medal  90  . 2.50 

OCEAN  SWELLS  (86)  Pale  blue  self,  fades  to  white  . 2.50 

PATRICIAN  ELEGANCE  (84)  Buff  orange  and  white,  HC  83.  2.50 

SOOTHING  (91)  Light  lavender  self  . . .  15.00 

SOUTHLAND  GRAPE  (78)  Violet  self,  bronze  beards,  AM  82.  2.50 

STARSTRUCK  (90)  Ruffled  orange  self . 15.00 

WONDERSTRUCK  (81)  Pale  violet  self,  gold  hafts,  HM  83.  . .  2.50 


Please  include  $4  to  partially  cover  the  expenses  of  packing  and 
shipping.  Order  from  this  ad — no  catalog.  I  grow  many  newer  irises 
and  can  provide  surprise  packages,  $50  up. 
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INTRODUCTIONS  FROM  DAVE  NISWONGER 

ADORING  GLANCES  (Niswonger  ’92)  Sdlg.  SDB  18-88:  Chubby  Cheeks  X 
unknown.  SDB,  12",  M.  An  example  of  the  great  things  coming  from  Chubby 
Checks.  Semi-flared  round  falls  and  slightly  open  stds.  show  exquisite  form 
and  substance  displaying  unusual  color  combinations  of  blue-gray  with 
chartreuse  infusion  and  a  deeper  spot  of  chartreuse  around  blue  beards. 
Fertile  both  ways.  . . . . . $15.00 

APRICOT  FROSTY  (Niswonger  ’92)  Sdlg.  BB  30-89:  Beachgirl  X  Cham¬ 
pagne  Elegance.  Border  Bearded,  23",  M.  This  luscious  apricot  amoena  is 
about  as  smooth  as  any  iris  I’ve  seen.  This  “smoothness”  seems  to  be  a  trait 
passed  on  by  Champagne  Elegance  to  its  children.  There  is  a  nice  contrast 
between  the  snow  white  stds.  and  the  deep  apricot  falls.  It  also  has  an 
apricot  beard.  I  believe  that  this  will  be  a  stand  out  in  the  Border  Bearded 
class.  It  sets  seeds  easily  and  the  pollen  is  fertile,  but  I  haven’t  bloomed  any 
from  it  yet.  I  think  this  will  make  an  outstanding  show  in  your  garden.  $25.00 

BE  A  DREAM  (Niswonger  ’92)  Sdlg.  SDB  77-89:  Coral  Light  X  47-83:  (Pre¬ 
monition  x  Coral  Beauty).  TB,  35",  Mid.  to  Late.  This  warm  white  with  golden 
hafts  should  do  well  on  the  show  bench  as  well  as  in  the  garden.  It  is  nicely 
branched  and  has  ripples  in  the  falls  around  the  beards.  When  considered 
altogether  with  the  ruffled  falls,  it  has  a  very  nice  personality.  It  should  be  a 
good  breeder  for  pink  amoenas  and  interesting  bicolors.  EC  ’91.  .  $35.00 

BLACK  CHERRY  DELIGHT  (Niswonger  ’92)  Sdlg.  SDB  20-89:  Splash  of  Red 
X  Slap  Bang.  SDB,  11",  M.  This  is  the  result  of  crossing  two  sibs  and  having 
the  tangerine  factor  show  up  when  there  is  no  pink  in  the  background.  It  will 
be  interesting  to  see  if  pinks  can  be  bred  from  this  which  would  make 
additional  genetic  traits  available  to  the  pink  line.  It  is  white  with  a  dark 
fuschia  or  black  cherry  blotch  on  the  falls  around  the  beards,  which  are  white 
but  tipped  tangerine.  It  was  well  liked  by  members  of  the  Mineral  Area  Iris 
Society  when  a  stalk  was  brought  to  their  meeting . $15.00 

CANDY  QUEEN  (Niswonger  ’92)  Sdlg.  SDB  12-91:  SDB  27-87:  (Oriental 
Blush  x  unknown)  X  Ballet  Slippers.  SDB,  13",  M.  It  has  been  difficult  to  get 
width  and  substance  in  the  pink  SDB’s.  This  salmon  pink  is  a  step  closer. 
The  falls  are  flared  and  the  beards  are  white  tipped  with  tangerine  which 
becomes  more  dominant  towards  the  throat  of  the  flower.  It  should  be  great 
for  breeding  pinks  as  well  as  contributing  a  period  of  long  bloom  to  your 
garden . . . $15.00 

CHARM  CITY  CHOICE  (Niswonger  ’92)  Sdlg.  39-89:  Touch  of  Bronze  X 
Everything  Plus.  TB,  34",  E-M.  This  is  my  first  introduction  from  Everything 
Plus.  It  is  a  full  blue  with  the  blue  becoming  more  intense  near  the  beards. 
From  a  distance,  the  beards  appear  to  be  black,  but  are  actually  dark  blue 
with  the  tips  slightly  bronze.  I  think  you  will  find  this  to  be  a  very  different  blue 
and  you  will  appreciate  its  vigor  and  hardiness . $35.00 

CORAL  BRACELET  (Niswonger  ’92)  Sdlg.  45-89:  1-76:  (Secret  Wishes  x 
12-68:  (May  Melody  x  20-66:  (Fleeta  x  Golden  Years  sib)))  X  Halo  In  Yellow. 
TB,  33",  M.  This  is  another  example  of  the  type  of  seedings  produced  by 
Halo  In  Yellow  and  a  continuation  of  the  “halo”  series.  This  is  a  light  coral 
pink  with  a  white  blaze  in  the  falls.  It  is  vigorous  and  fertile  both  ways.  The 
name  was  given  by  Gloria  Fairhead  of  Annapolis,  MD . .  $35.00 
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GOLD  FROSTING  (Niswonger  ’92)  Sdlg.  39-85:  27-82:  (Misty  Moonscape  x 
Sun  Dappled)  X  Sunshine  Song.  TB,  33",  M.  This  is  a  gold  amonea  with 
some  chartreuse  infusion.  It  has  wide  branching  and  survived  many  hard 
freezes . . . $35.00 

HALO  IN  CREAM  (Niswonger  ’92)  Sdlg.  48-89:  Halo  In  Yellow  X  Peach  Band. 
TB,  36",  M.  This  is  another  of  the  “halo”  series  but  done  in  cream  or  pale 
yellow.  The  wide  hafts,  ruffles  and  branching  will  make  this  a  sought  after 
variety  for  the  show  bench.  It  also  has  good  vigor  and  will  make  a  nice  clump 
for  your  garden . $35.00 

HARRIGAN  (Niswonger  ’92)  Sdlg.  SDB  9-88:  Hooligan  X  unknown  (prob.  a 
self).  SDB,  12",  M.  Coming  from  Hooligan,  I  couldn’t  help  but  think  of  H-A- 
double  R-l,  etc.  I  don’t  know  about  the  Irish  blood,  but  it’s  one  of  which  to  be 
proud.  This  is  a  light  blue  with  a  deep  chartreuse  spot  on  the  falls  and  blue 
beards.  . . $15.00 

MISSOURI  HIGHWAYS  (Knocke-Niswonger  ’92)  Sdlg.  K-4  from  mixed  seed. 
Daylily,  38",  M,  RE,  Dormant,  Tet.  This  yellow-orange  daylily  has  about 
thirty-five  plus  buds  and  for  me  blooms  from  June  15th  to  Sept.  15th.  The 
round  blooms  open  well  and  have  a  diameter  of  6-1/4"  and  are  touched  off 
nicely  by  a  red  watermark  in  the  deeper  orange  throat.  Although  the  blooms 
may  burn  slightly  in  the  hot  sun,  the  plant  will  serve  as  a  fine  accent  in  the 
perennial  border  or  any  landscape  plan . $35.00 

PEACH  PETAL  PIE  (Niswonger  ’92)  Sdlg.  SDB  35-91:  Straw  Hat  X  Ballet 
Slippers.  SDB,  11",  M.  This  is  one  of  the  best  crosses  I’ve  made.  It  is  so 
vigorous  that  I’m  introducing  it  the  following  year  that  I  marked  it.  It  is  ivory 
with  pink  infusion  with  the  pink  becoming  more  intense  near  the  beard.  It 
has  wide  falls  and  good  substance,  which  is  what  we  have  been  looking  for 
in  the  pinks.  It  will  set  seeds  but  has  no  pollen . $15.00 

ROYAL  PINK  (Niswonger  ’92)  Sdlg.  81-89:  3-86:  (Love  Chant  x  Ambrosia 
Delight)  X 12-79:  (Coral  Strand  x  Peach  Spot).  TB,  33",  M-L.  Perhaps,  this  is 
my  best  pink  amoena  to  date.  The  white  crown  (stds.)  on  this  royal  member 
of  the  pink  amoena  family  makes  a  very  nice  contrast  on  a  very  vigorous 
plant.  Fertile  both  ways.  . . . . . $35.00 

XANTHIPPE’S  HALO  (Niswonger  ’92)  Sdlg.  57-79:  Marquesan  Sunset  X 
Gladish  8-77:  (Buckles  72-8:  (Denver  Mint  x  Meghan)  x  Brown  Lasso).  TB, 
34",  M.  Just  as  Socrates’  wife  constantly  nagged  at  him,  this  iris  has  been 
nagging  at  me  for  several  years  for  introduction.  But,  since  I  am  not  par¬ 
ticularly  fond  of  dark  colors  (it  is  a  deep  red  violet  with  a  brown  rim),  I 
hesitated  to  introduce  it.  The  last  two  terrible  winters,  this  iris  has  bloomed 
through  it  all  without  any  attention  from  me,  so  I  could  resist  it  no  longer. 
Socrates  lived  with  Xanthippe  to  learn  self  control  so  I  doubt  that  she 
deserved  a  “halo,”  but  this  one  has  one . $35.00 

Enclose  $3.00  for  shipping.  Catalog  $1.00  refundable. 

CAPE  IRIS  GARDENS 

822  Rodney  Vista  Blvd.  Cape  Girardeau,  MO  63701 
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Rt.  1  Box  258,  Dept.  AS  •  Gower,  MO  64454  •  816-424-6436 


PRESENTS: 


CHEROKEE  NATION-(Jim  Hedgecock-92)  Sdlg.  84-100-3-TB-36"-M.-The  Cherokee  Nation 
was  a  truly  magnificent  race  of  people.  We  feel  this  iris  is  worthy  of  it's  name  and  should 
be  a  strong  addition  to  the  red  plicata  class.  The  ruffled  and  laced  standards  are  pale  red. 
Falls  are  ruffled  and  laced  wine  red  with  lighter  red  bands  at  the  edges  and  white  overlays 
at  the  hafts.  Beards  are  golden-yellow.  Caramba  X  Unknown . 35.00 

CHOCTAW  AUTUMN-(Henry  Rowlan-92)  Sdlg.  87-TB-l-TB-34"-M.-This  iris  just  has  to 
remind  one  of  autumn  when  viewed  for  the  first  time.  The  color  is  a  beautiful  honey 
brown  with  a  lighter  honey  yellow  blaze  at  the  golden  yellow  beards.  A  superb  new 
brown.  Angel's  Fire  X  Wild  West . . . 35.00 

DOUBLE  TROUBLE-(Jim  Hedgecock-92)  Sdlg.  84-25-2-TB-38"-M.-We  are  very  excited  about 
this  new  laced  and  ruffled  medium  yellow  self.  The  real  fun  starts  with  the  exceptionally 
wide  orange  beards  that  may  sometimes  support  double  horns  side  by  side  or  at  other 
times  huge  flounces.  Branching  is  excellent  with  bud  count  of  nine.  Sunset  Sonata  X  Sky 
Hooks . . . . . . . . . . . 35.00 

MAGGIE  SHARP-(Jim  Hedgecock-92)  Sdlg.  83-26-1  -TB-34"-M.-Maggie  Sharp  is  Jim's  pater¬ 
nal  grandmother.  Superlatives  just  do  not  come  fast  enough  for  this  beautiful  heavily 
laced  and  ruffled  pure  white  self  with  matching  white  beards.  Exceptionally  vigorous 
plants.  Excellent  branching  and  a  bud  count  of  nine.  A  very  special  new  white  that  is 
named  for  a  very  special  lady.  Lacy  Snowflake  X  Madiera  Belle . . . 40.00 

TAMMY  SUE-(Jim  Hedgecock-92)  Sdlg.  C-84-24-l-TB-31"-M. -Tammy  Sue  is  Jim's  oldest 
daughter.  Her  namesake  is  a  bubble  ruffled  pale  blue  self  with  pronounced  green  high¬ 
lights  on  the  falls  and  midribs  of  the  standards.  The  beards  are  frosted  medium  blue. 
There  are  a  lot  of  pale  blues  around,  but  the  green  overlays  distinguish  this  iris  from  the 
crowd.  Excellent  branching  and  a  bud  count  of  eight.  Ron  X  Quadros  76-13.  . . 40.00 

TINA  JOYCE-(Jim  Hedgecock-92)  Sdlg.  C-84-9-2-TB-36"-M.-Tina  Joyce  is  Jim's  middle 
daughter.  Tina's  namesake  has  pale  lilac  florets  with  near  white  areas  at  the  bright  orange 
beards.  The  flowers  are  a  real  sight  to  behold  with  lace,  ruffles,  and  fluting.  Very  good 
branching  and  a  bud  count  of  eight.  Pronounced  sweet  fragrance.  83-2:  (Beauty  Crown  X 
Homecoming  Queen)  X  73-13,  involved  seedling  lines . . . 40.00 

PEACH  VISION-(Jim  Hedgecock-92)  Sdlg.  84-71-1 -TB-32"-ML. -A  vision  in  peach  tones 
greets  one  when  this  iris  is  viewed.  The  flowers  are  laced,  ruffled,  and  fluted  peach  pink 
with  lighter  areas  at  the  bright  red  beards.  Heavy  substance  and  good  branching  with  a 
bud  count  of  seven  make  for  a  long  bloom  season.  Slight  pleasant  fragrance.  Carved 
Cameo  X  Sunset  Sonata . . . . . . . . . .40.00 


Color  Catalog  $3.00 
Order  from  this  ad  or  send  for  catalog. 
Packing  and  handling  $3.95.  Call  your  order  in 
on  our  new  toll  free  order  line.  1 -800-382-IRIS 

(4747) 
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D  &  J  IRIS  GARDENS 

7872  Howell  Prairie  Road,  N.E.  Silverton,  OR  97381 

(503)  873-7603 

1992  Introductions 

BEGINNINGS  (J.  Meek)  Sdlg.  473-1-3,  M,  36",  TB.  Closed  stds.  of  almost 
solid  rosy  lavender;  white  falls  with  narrow  rosy  violet  plicata  band; 
white  beards  tipped  rusty  orange;  ruffled;  4  br.  4-  term.,  9-14  buds. 
(Deanna  Darcy  X  Candace)  . . . . . $25.00 

BLACK  AS  NIGHT  (D.  Meek)  Sdlg.  202-1-5,  M-L,  37",  TB.  Red  black  stds. 
have  a  flush  of  red  at  midribs;  falls  very  black,  wide  and  pleasingly 
ruffled.  Brownish  mustard  beards,  4  br.  +  term.;  8  buds.  (Harlem  Hussy 
X  Black  Pearl) . $30.00 

ELEGANT  IMAGE  (D.  Meek)  Sdlg.  704-1-2,  E-M,  34",  TB.  Near  reverse 
amoena  with  elegantly  formed  sky  blue  stds.;  white  falls  veined  darker, 
hints  of  sky  blue  around  wide,  ruffled  and  pleated  fall  rims.  White 
beards,  4  br.  +  term.,  8-10  buds.  (Dutch  Girl  X  Winterscape).  .  .  .  $30.00 

FLOW  BLUE  (D.  Meek)  Sdlg.  35-1-2,  E-M,  36",  TB.  Soft  blue  stds.  with 
darker  fleckings;  wide  falls  with  light  center  area  and  slight  blue  infu¬ 
sion  on  rims,  darker  fleckings  and  veining;  ruffled  and  pleated.  Soft  blue 
beards,  3  br.  +  term.;  8  buds.  (Winterscape  X  72-1-4).  .........  $25.00 

HERE’S  HEAVEN  (D.  Meek)  Sdlg.  35-2-2,  E-M,  35",  TB.  Pure  white  self  of 
excellent  form  and  substance,  with  ruffling,  pleating  and  a  slight 
picoteeing  on  petal  edges;  3  br.  +  term.;  8  buds.  (Winterscape  X  72-1-4). 

. . . . . . . . . .  $30.00 

HIS  HONOR  (D.  Meek)  Sdlg.  268-1-3,  M,  27",  BB.  Gold  stds.;  falls  gold  with 
large  area  of  white  below  deeper  gold  beards;  ruffled  and  fluted;  2-3  br.  + 
term.;  7-8  buds.  (Dazzling  Gold  X  166-5-7).  . . .  $20.00 

POSSIBILITIES  (D.  Meek)  Sdlg.  458-2-4,  M-L,  35",  TB.  Well  held  pale  blue 
violet  stds.;  wide,  deeper  blue  violet  falls  with  lighter  area  below  cin¬ 
namon-tipped  beards.  All  petals  lightly  ruffled,  3  br.  +  term.;  7  or  more 
buds  (Carved  Crystal  X  Theatre) . $25.00 

SWEET  REVENGE  (D.  Meek)  Sdlg.  834-1-6,  M,  35",  TB.  Slightly  open  stds. 
of  baby  ribbon  pink.  Wide,  flaring,  baby  ribbon  pink  falls  with  light  area 
below  melon  beards.  All  petals  ruffled  and  laced.  (Sue  Ellen  X  Vision  In 
Pink) . . . . . . . .  $30.00 

WARM  MY  HEART  (D.  Meek)  Sdlg.  186-6-9,  M-L,  34",  TB.  Well  formed 
stds.  are  brown  plicata  on  soft  lemon  ground.  Ivory  falls  with  soft  lemon 
down  sides  and  narrow  brown  plicata  rim  that  widens  toward  the  hafts. 
Ivory  beards  tipped  nutmeg;  4  br.  +  term.;  8  buds.  (Patina  X  11-1-5). 
. . . . . . . . . $25.00 

We  hope  you  like  our  new  intros.  We  tried  to  choose  some  for  every  taste.  If 
you  order  from  this  ad,  please  add  $4.00  for  shpg.  (UPS  has  gone  up).  This 
season  we  are  listing  beardless  irises  we  grow  which  includes  PACIFIC 
COAST  NATIVE  HYBRIDS,  JAPANESE  and  SIBERIANS.  If  you  would  like 
to  receive  this  list  only,  send  a  large  S.A.S.E.  If  you  want  our  bearded  list, 
send  two  first-class  stamps.  If  you  want  both  lists,  the  two  stamps  will  do  it, 
but  let  us  know  which  you  want— or  both.  Wishing  you  a  joy  filled  iris 
season  and  good  health  all  year  long. 
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GARDEN  of  the  EAST  WIND 
Mel  &  Lynn  Bausch 

11530  N.  Laguna  Drive  Mequon,  Wisconsin  53092 

LOVIN'  SPOONFUL  (L.  Bausch  '92)  SDB,  11",  M.  A  spoonful  of 
ruffles  and  lace  on  this  white  self  with  white  beards.  (Angelic  x 
Ivory  Shimmer)  X  Azure  Gem . . . $15.00 

GRASS  IS  GREENER  (L.  Bausch  '92)  SDB,  lOVi",  M.  Ruffled  and 
laced  stds.  of  warm  white,  light  yellow  green  midrib.  Falls  warm 
white,  bright  yellow  green  on  both  sides  of  white,  tipped  gold 
beards.  Wilma  Greenlee  X  (Pet  Set  x  Nipmuc) . $15.00 

Limited  stock.  Please  include  $2.00  for  shipping. 


Previous  Introductions  of  Dale  Johnson 

SILVER  ILLUSION  ('87)  Greyed  methyl  violet.  HC  '85, 

HM  '89,  AM  '91  . . . . . .  $25.00 

BISHOP'S  PAWN  ('87)  Bishops  violet.  HC  '85,  HM  '89 . $15.00 

CATHY  CHILDERSON  ('88)  Bluebird  blue.  EC  '87,  HM  '89  $15.00 
IT'S  DELIGHTFUL  ('88)  Wistaria  blue  S.;  bluebird  blue  F.  $15.00 

QUEEN'S  GAMBIT  ('88)  Imperial  purple.  HM  '91 . $12.00 

REDDY  TO  GO  ('88)  Violet  purple,  washed  violet  blue  ....  $15.00 
SNOWY  MOUNTAIN  ('88)  White  with  yellow  shading  ....  $15.00 


STANDING  TALL  ('88)  Violet  self.  HM  '91  . $12.00 

TRI-BLUE  ('88)  Gentian  blue.  HM  '91 . $12.00 

Please  order  from  this  ad.  We  have  no  catalog. 

DALE  JOHNSON 

3205  Chateau  de  Marcay  Florissant,  MO  63031 


NEW  FROM  OHIO  GARDENS 

Featuring  Miniature  Tall  Bearded  Iris  introductions  for  1992  of  Mary  Louise 
Dunderman  and  W.  Terry  Varner. 

SUNBONNET  SUE  (Dunderman,  R.  '91)  Sdlg.  HH-341.  MTB  21"  (54  cm)  M. 
Light  orchid  pink  self  with  lighter  area  toward  center  of  flower.  Slightly 
ruffled  with  flaring  falls.  Light  yellow  beards.  Slight  fragrance.  Good 

branching  and  bud  count  . . . .  $15.00 

SHEER  ROYALTY  (Varner,  R.  '92)  Sdlg.  P-355.  MTB  18"  (46  cm)  M-L.  Tightly 
closed  medium  purple  standards  with  sanding  in  rib  area.  Flaring  purple 
falls  overlaid  with  white.  Flower  has  Vi"  purple  band  with  purple  sanding 
towards  bright  white  center.  Purple  signals  and  golden  orange  beards. 

Slight  fragrance . . . . . .  $15.00 

Add  $2.00  postage  and  handling.  Send  $1.00  for  MTB  speciality  Catalog 
including  species  and  other  medians. 

Catalog  filled  with  helpful  hints  on  growing  iris  and  hybridizing 
102  Laramie  Road  Marietta,  OH  45750 
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PERMANENT  METAL  FLOWER 
and  GARDEN  MARKERS 

U.S.  Made  Quality  and  Satisfaction  since  1936 
Style  C:  Rose  Marker 

100  - 10*  $17.75  •  15“  $19.95  2tT  $23.75 

Style  E:  Nursery 

100  - 10"  $21.55  •  15"  $24.60  2CT  $27.75 
Style  G:  Single  Staff  - 100  -20"  $21.40 
Style  D:  Swinger  - 100  - 10"  $16.00 

Shipping  and  Handling:  Zip  codes  under  75000  add 
$3.55  per  100;  over  75000  add  $5.20  per  100.  OHIO 
residents  add  6%  sales  tax.  SEND  FOR  FREE 
BROCHURE.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 

EON  INDUSTRIES 

P.O.  Box  11,  Dept  I 
Lfoerty  Center,  Ohio  43532 


M.A.D.  IRIS  GARDEN 

Bob  and  Mary  Dunn 

4828  Jela  Way  North  Highlands,  CA  95660 

Phone:  (916)  482-0562 

1992  Introductions 

ENVOGUE  (Mary  Dunn)  A  child  of  Momentum.  Different  from 
mom,  but  just  as  classy.  “Amoena  plicata”  with  slight  lilac  cast  on 
standards,  changing  to  white.  Falls  wide  and  ruffled  with  pencil 
line  violet  plicata  markings.  Crystalline  finish,  many  flowers, 
multi  stems.  Momentum  X  Ghio  77-70 . . . .  $35.00 

OBA  OBA  (Mary  Dunn)  Sib  to  Envogue,  a  real  brassy  showoff. 
Purplish  grape  fancy  with  white  lines  on  falls  and  white  on  stan¬ 
dards  and  midribs.  Heart  of  flower  light,  pale  beards,  wide,  lightly 

ruffled . $30.00 

JAY  R  (Bob  Dunn)  One  of  Bob’s  very  nice  variegatas.  Light  buckskin 
standards;  falls  velvety  light  cordovan  red  with  light  edge;  beards 
color  of  standards.  Wide,  ruffled,  good  substance,  many  blooms. 

B80-744-A  X  M80-706-A . $35.00 

PLANTER’S  PUNCH  (Bob  Dunn)  A  rose-pink  and  buff  blend, 
wide,  ruffled,  heavy  burgundy  haft  area.  Falls  rose  wine  (cooler 
color)  with  buff  beards.  Note  the  cross:  Pina  Colada  X  Brandy. 

. $30.00 

SCOTCH  (Mary  Dunn)  Very  showy  golden  butterscotch  tan  self — 
color  of  good  scotch.  Wide,  ruffled,  heavy  substance,  matching 
beards,  36"  with  branching.  Blooms  late  to  show  off.  California 

Classic  X  Copper  Classic . $35.00 

TRES  (Mary  Dunn)  Another  border  bearded  which  has  stayed  in 
class  for  some  time.  A  dainty  snow  white  plicata  with  violet 
markings,  violet  styles,  and  white  beards.  Very  ruffled  with  many 
flowers.  Premonition  sib  X  Fancy  Face . $20.00 

No  other  list.  Please  order  from  this  ad.  Add  $3.00  for  postage  and  handling. 
California  residents  add  appropriate  sales  tax.  Previous  introductions  are  also 
available.  Ask  for  price  list.  Shipping  July  through  September  5. 

At  the  end  of  the  season,  we  sometimes  have  many  extras  of  our  previous  introductions.  If  interested 
please  ask  for  a  price  on  1-3-5  rhizomes.  Stock  may  not  be  large,  but  good  for  replant.  We  replant  in 
September. 
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‘fort  Iris  Gardens 


2157  Hoxie 
Richland,  WA  99352 

Introductions  for  1992 


Alpine  Summit  (Lyle  Fort  *92),  TB,  35",  M.  (7-10  buds),  Seedling  No.  86- 
141-B.  After  years  of  looking  for  a  large,  pure  white  iris,  we  happened 
upon  this  impressive  flower  growing  in  our  own  garden.  A  ruffled,  pristine 
white  self  that  retains  all  the  qualities  of  its  notorious  parent,  Wide  Hips, 
having  very  large  well-proportioned  flowers  with  overlapping  falls.  Gifted 
with  a  cool  sweet  fragrance  that  carries  you  to  the  top  of  the  snow-covered 
Alps........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . .........$30.00 

Willow  Maid  (L.  A.  Fort  ‘92),  TB,  34",  M-L.  (7-9  buds),  EC‘90,  Seedling 
No.  86-133-A.  We  call  her  Willow  Maid  because  she  looks  like  a  story  book 
elf  maiden  dancing  among  the  willows.  Ruffled  and  laced,  pastel  blue- 
lavender  falls  are  set  off  by  equally  soft  pink  standards.  A  remarkably 
clean  flower  in  the  blue  and  pink  bitone  line.  Falls  are  blue-lavender 
deepening  toward  the  edge,  and  standards  are  subtle  pink,  blending  toward 
a  blue-lavender  at  the  base.  The  soft  sherbert  beards  are  tipped  white. 

. . . . . . . $30.00 


J ort  Iris  gardens  is  pleased  to  present  Gerald  Richardson's  first  introduc¬ 
tions  from  his  extensive  seedling  array. 

Lucille  Richardson  (G.  Richardson  ‘92),  TB,  33",  E-M.  (7  buds),  EC‘91, 
Seedling  No.  86-26-1.  Named  in  honor  of  the  hybridizer's  mother,  this 
beautiful  lavender  bitone  iris  needs  to  be  seen  to  be  appreciated.  Soft,  pale 
lavender,  domed  standards  pose  above  broad,  ruffled,  rich  orchid-lavender 
falls,  while  white  halos  surround  the  frosted  lavender  beards . ..$3  0.00 

Rainbow‘s  End  (G.  Richardson  '92),  TB,  36",  M.  (7  buds),  Seedling  No. 
73-12-1.  Waiting  to  be  discovered,  like  a  brilliant  pot  of  gold,  this  subtle 
bitone  of  yellow  gold  is  big  and  bold.  Standards  are  medium  yellow  gold 
while  the  falls  are  slightly  deeper.  Gold  orange  beards  and  a  slight  fra¬ 
grance  accent  this  ruffled,  long  lasting  flower . ......$20.00 

See  our  color  ad  in  this  issue. 


Terms:  Order  from  this  advertisement;  include  $3.00  for  UPS  shipping  and 
handling.  Orders  cast  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  add  an  additional  $3.00  for 
2nd  day  air  to  insure  rhizome  viability.  All  shipment  will  be  made  in  July. 
Catalog  on  request  for  $1  (refundable  with  order). 
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Hooker  Nichols  •  Iris  Grower-Hybridizer  •  (405)  254-5914 

402  7th  Street 

Woodward,  Oklahoma  73801 

1992  Introductions— Preview  List 

BROADWAY  DREAM  (H.  Nichols)  SDB  12"  E-M  #8345A  Ruffled  antique  beige  gold 
standards  with  brown  bases  and  falls  being  lighter  with  brown  halos.  Orange- 
lavender  beards.  (Cotton  Blossom  X  Captured  Spirit)  EC  1990.  ..........  $10.00 

CASCADE  RAPTURE  (H.  Nichols)  TB  36"  M-L  #82215A  Ruffled  flowers  have  white 
standards  dotted  and  edged  light  azure  with  falls  being  white  narrowly  stitched 
and  dotted  dark  purple  with  solid  hafts.  Orange-violet  beards.  (Odyssey  X  Crystal 
Ball)  7-8  buds.  A  much  better  grower  than  its  sib  Northwest  Passage.  . . .  $25.00 

CHEROKEE  HERITAGE  (H.  Nichols)  TB  36"  VE-M  #8861A  Ruffled  flowers  have 
smooth  brown  suffused  yellow  standards  with  white  falls  having  red  brown  hafts 
with  smooth  brown  edges  with  an  inner  plic  ring  of  cinnamon  yellow  dots  and 
muted  orange  beards.  8-10  buds.  (Dazzling  Gold  X  Beyond)  EC  1991 . $25.00 

DIDDLER  (H.  Nichols)  TB  36"  M-VL  #831UM  Latin  Hideaway  Sib.  This  is  the  pollen 
parent  of  Boogie  Woogie.  Ruffled  flowers  have  creamy  ivory  to  creamy  but¬ 
terscotch  standards  with  a  touch  of  lace  and  maroon  falls  edged  the  standard  color 
with  inconspicous  haft  markings  which  extend  throughout  the  underlying  fall 
color.  Orange  beards.  8-10  buds.  Producing  exciting  seedlings.  Breed  to  plicatas, 
bicolors  and  seifs.  . . . . . . $25.00 

MISTY  REFLECTIONS  (H.  Nichols)  IB  18"  E-L  #8677C-1  Ruffled  light  blue  neglecta 
with  lavender  beards.  (Court  Magician  X  Premonition)  5-6  buds . $15.00 

OCEANSIDE  VIEW  (H.  Nichols)  TB  36"  M-VL  #8894A  Ruffled  light  blue  with 
slightly  darker  standard  bases.  Yellow  and  white  beards.  (Seeker  X  Song  of  Spring) 
8-10  buds . . . . . . . . . $25.00 

RUFFLED  SKIRTS  (H.  Nichols)  TB  36"  M-l  #8843C  Ruffled  warm  white  to  palest 
creamy  yellow  standards  with  faint  violet  stitching  at  base,  falls  white  with  violet 
specks  across  the  haft  areas  and  extending  farther  down  around  the  falls.  White 
and  gold  beards.  (Castle  Stronghold  X  Theater)  8-10  buds . .  $25.00 

URGENT  (H.  Nichols)  TB  34"  M-VL  #8860A  The  one  you  have  all  been  requesting! 
Ruffled  intense  toasted  salmon  self  with  deeper  toasted  edges  and  tangerine 
beards.  (Piping  Hot  X  Extravagant)  8-10  buds.  . . .  $35.00 

VAGABOND  PEDDLER  (H.  Nichols)  SDB  12"  E-L  #8824A  E-L  Lightly  ruffled  olive 
green-beige  self  with  highlights  of  pink  violet  around  the  beige  lavender  beards.  A 
color  which  varies  with  soil  type.  Different  (Evening  Event  X  Dixieland  Delight)  4 
buds.  . . . . . . $10.00 

SPECIAL  OFFER — All  nine  1992  introductions  from  Hillcrest  Iris  Gardens  may  be 

purchased  for  $100.00  postage  included. 
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D.  STEVE  VARNER— ILLINI  IRIS 

Breeder  of  Bearded  and  Siberian  Irises,  Hems  and  Peonies 
Rt.  3,  Box  5A,  Monticello,  Illinois  61856 
Phone  (217)  762-3446 

NEW  for  1992 — All  are  fertile  and  distinctive 
ILLINI  VALOR— SIB  #3133.  Ruffled  Velvet  X  Dutch.  31"  EM  3"  blooms  3 
bran.  6  buds.  Ruffled  deep  burgundy  wine  self  except  for  blue-purple 
veining  overall  and  wash  in  center  of  falls.  No  signal.  Excellent  parent. 

Visitors’  favorite . . . . . .  $70.00 

LITTLE  PAPOOSE — SIB  #3189.  Rare  Jewel  X  Kismet.  20"  M  1.7"  blooms  3 
wide  bran.  6  buds.  Jaunty  deep  red  grape  intermediate— all  in  harmo¬ 
nious  proportion.  White  signals.  Fine  substance  and  takes  rain  well.  An 
excellent  rock  garden  subject  for  blooms  and  oriental  effect  of  foliage.  I 
am  happily  dreaming  of  the  dwarf  plants  from  the  cross  of  Little  Papoose 
X  Precious  Doll  having  their  maiden  bloom.  .  . . . . . $75.00 

TET  HEMS 

BLACK  KEY  32"  M-ML  dor  diu  5.25".  Wide,  near  black,  dark  red  “maroon 

black”.  . . . . . $100.00 

CHARLES  BRANCH  30"  M-La  dor  diu  6"  well  bran.  30+  buds.  Wide, 
ruffled  medium  deep  red,  medium  It.  green  throat . $150.00 

ILLINI  QUEEN  30"  M-La  Remonts  dor  diu  5.5".  Extra  wide  parts,  all  very 
ruffled,  recurved  wide  open  plus.  Lt.  red  with  deep  red  eyezone.  $100.00 

1991  Introductions 

GREEN  EYED  QUEEN — SIB.  Temper  Tantrum  X  Illini  Valor.  28"  EM  2.5"  blooms  2  br. 
4  buds.  Definite  two  tone  effect.  Light  orchid  grape  with  deeper  veins.  Stds.  have 
deep  purple  bars  near  bases.  Deep  purple  wash  in  center  of  falls.  Unique  bright 
green  bar  (like  eyes)  on  shaft.  Very  ruffled,  wide  styles  with  aqua  midribs.  No 
signals. . $75.00 

VALLEY  OF  DELIGHT— SIB  (Tet)  30"  EM  3"  blooms  2  br.  4  buds.  Styles  and  stds.  are 
ruffled  white,  tinted  pink  and  are  much  shorter  than  ruffled  pink  falls.  Personality 
and  charm . $75.00 

ILLINI  PRINCESS— DIP.  HEM  20"  diu  dor  M-La.  Full,  wide  spread  3"  flowers.  Lt. 
yellow  flesh  with  grape  halo.  Wide,  ruffled  petals.  Med.  height,  multiple  branch¬ 
ing . $40.00 

WIDE  LOAD — TET  HEM  (Illini  Destiny  X  tet  Driven  Snow  sdlg.)  26"  diu  dor  M-MLa 
6.5"  flower  3.3"  petal  2.7"  sepal.  Blunt  parts.  Proliferates.  Ruf.  and  creped,  re¬ 
curved  almost  wide  open.  Lt.  pink-green  near  white  cream  with  small  green  throat 

and  excellent  br.  and  buds.  One  of  my  most  exciting  sdlgs . .  $150.00 

SPECIAL  COLLECTION — Morgan- Wood  Medal  winners  offer — all  8  for  $75.00 — 
ANN  DASCH,  DANCE  BALLERINA  DANCE,  KING  OF  KINGS,  MABEL  CODAY, 
PINK  HAZE,  RUFFLED  VELVET,  STEVE  VARNER  and  TEALWOOD. 

We  invite  you  to  share  the  beauty  of  our  flowers.  Normal  Iris  peak  bloom  is  May  15  to 
2£,  with  lilac  and  peony  seasons  overlapping  that  period.  Hem  peak  is  July  10  to  20. 
Easily  reached  from  Interstates  57,  72  and  74. 

TERMS:  Cash,  minimum  mail  order  $20.00.  Prices  NET.  Add  $5.00  to  Each  ship¬ 
ment.  Foreign  customers  pay  actual  costs  of  air  mail  plus  $25  for  phytosanitary 
inspection  and  certificate.  Shipments  made  in  order  received,  bearded  iris  starting 
July  5  and  Siberians  and  hems  Sept.  5,  unless  special  dates  are  arranged.  Order  from 
this  ad  or  send  $1.00  for  our  1992  garden  list  containing  descriptions  of  our  other 
plants  and  listing  others’  Siberians  and  hems.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
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FRECKLE  FACE  (  R.  Nelson  '92)  RN  86-86BF  TB  29"  M 
Standards  heavily  ruffled  in  white  with  pink  infusion,  falls  pale  pink 
peppered  deep  pink-purple  at  hafts  and  falls  edges.  Short,  vigorous 
and  close  branched  at  times  with  6  to  7  buds.  $35.00 

HELLO-GOODBYE  (R.  Nelson  '92)  RN  84-32L  TB  40"  M-L 
Domed  ruffled  standards  are  soft  lavender-blue  shot  green  gold 
with  goldish-tan  edges.  Semi  flaring,  ruffled  falls  are  mid  lavender 
blue  rimmed  yellow  green.  Tall,  widely  spaced  branches  and  9 
buds.  $35.00 

SLEEPWALK  (R.  Nelson ’92)  RN84-101P  TB  3411  ML 
Ruffled  standards  and  falls  are  deep  violet,  brighter  at  petal  edges, 
matching  beards.  Superior  stalks  ,  7  buds  $35.00 

IRIS  C03HTKY 

ROGER  R.  NELSON 
6219  TOPAZ  ST.  NE 
BROOKS,  OR  97305 

Catalog  $1  00,  deductible  with  order 


Joe  Pye  Weed’s  Garden 

Marty  Schafer  and  Jan  Sacks 

337  Acton  Street  Carlisle,  MA  01741 

1992  INTRODUCTIONS: 

ROARING  JELLY— SIBERIAN.  Schafer/Sacks  (Seedling  No.  S86-36-1), 
36",  M.  This  jelly  is  definitely  raspberry.  The  falls  are  thoroughly  covered 
with  a  bright  raspberry- maroon  dappling.  The  standards  and  styles  are  a  very 
light  lavender  with  gently  diffused  raspberry  veining.  The  small  white  signal 
is  surrounded  by  a  navy  blue  flush.  The  plant  is  vigorous  and  the  flowers  are 
full,  round  and  slightly  recurved  with  good  substance.  Warburton  Seedling 
No.  ARV  82-31  X  Springs  Brook  . . . .  $30.00 

MYSTERIOUS  MONIQUE— VERSICOLOR.  U.  Knoepnadel  R.  1986), 
36",  M.  Uwe  Knoepnadel  of  Friesland  Staudengarten,  Germany  brings  this 
wonderful  iris  to  us.  A  must  for  any  versicolor  enthusiast!  The  standards  are 
a  lovely  reddish  violet,  the  styles  are  the  same  with  white  wings  and  the  falls 
are  a  very  deep  violet,  almost  black.  All  of  these  are  enhanced  by  a  large 
white  signal  . . . $15.00 

Prices  include  postage  Send  for  complete  list  and  descriptions 

UPS  2nd  Day  Air  add  $2.00  per  order 
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THE  IRIS  POND 

7311  Churchill  Road,  McLean,  VA  22101 
Price  List:  $1.00 

In  Greek  mythology  Diomedes  helped  Odysseus  steal  the  statue 
of  Athena  from  the  city  of  Troy.  Epimethe us  was  the  brother  of 
Prometheus  and  husband  of  Pandora.  In  the  world  of  irises,  DI¬ 
OMEDES  and  EPIMETHEUS  are  two  of  Sterling  Innerst’s  newest 
Japanese  irises  which  the  Iris  Pond  is  pleased  to  introduce  this  year. 

1992  Introductions 

DIOMEDES  (Innerst  ’92).  Sdlg.  3044-1,  Japanese,  M,  36",  6  falls,  2 
branches,  6  buds.  There  is  nothing  else  even  similar  to  the  unique 
and  electric  coloring  of  this  superb  iris:  sky  blue  with  a  3/4-inch 
trim  of  navy  blue.  Both  colors  are  solid.  Ruffles!  This  spectacular 
iris  won  Best  Seedling  Award  at  shows  in  both  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  in  1991.  High  Commendation  awarded  1991.  .  $35.00 

EPIMETHEUS  (Innerst  ’92).  Sdlg.  3042-2,  Japanese,  M,  36",  6  falls,  2 
branches,  6  buds.  Deep  maroon  self  with  riotous  array  of  white, 
lavender  and  purple  splashes  and  speckles.  Not  for  those  who  are 
timid,  it  is  an  iris  of  great  splendor  and  elegance.  An  outstanding 
grower  and  marvelously  floriferous  . . $35.00 

1991  Introductions 

SUKY  (Mahan  ’91).  TB  37"  EM.  See  page  57  of  the  April,  1991 
Bulletin  for  a  picture  of  this  great  beauty.  There’s  nothing  like  it! 
Once  you  see  it  you,  too,  will  be  saying,  “I  love  Suky!”  $35.00 

VIOLET  MUSIC  (Mahan  ’91).  TB  40"  VE-M  &  RE.  Huge,  ruffled 
violet  rebloomer  with  outstanding  contemporary  form  and  super 
growing  habits.  See  pp.  10  &  28,  Fall,  1991  issue  of  The  Rebloom¬ 
ing  Iris  Recorder  for  pictures . . . . . $35.00 

Because  of  the  heavy  demand  for  Suky  and  Violet  Music  last 
year,  we  have  to  retain  the  introductory  prices  another  year.  Supply 
of  both  is  limited,  despite  outstanding  increase  habits.  Order  early 
to  avoid  disappointment. 

1990  Introduction 

SHAKER’S  PRAYER  (Warner  ’90).  After  the  Washington,  D.C.  con¬ 
vention  it  surely  is  not  necessary  (or  possible)  to  use  more  super¬ 
latives  for  this  wonderful  Siberian  iris  which  Carol  Warner  created, 
perhaps  with  the  help  of  fairies  and  elves.  Winner  of  the  President’s 
Cup,  1991.  Only  the  second  time  in  history  a  Siberian  iris  has  taken 
this  award! . . . . . . . . . $25.00 
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SMALL  and  TALL  IRISES  from 
EVELYN  and  BENNETT  C.  JONES 
5635  S.W.  Boundary  Street 
Portland,  Oregon  97221 


INTRODUCTIONS  FOR  1992 


ORANGE  DAZZLER  (B.  Jones)  SDB.  Sdlg.  384-1:  352:  (Solar  Flight  x 
(Roberts  65R11  x  (pink  IB  x  Blazek)))  X  331:  ((Wright  L32  x  Melon  Honey)  x 
(Solar  Flight  &  Melon  Honey)).  The  name  says  it  all  for  this  one.  A  deep 
yellow-orange  self  with  the  reddest  red  beards  yet  in  SDBs.  Brilliant  in 
color,  its  standards  are  arched,  slightly  open  at  their  tips.  Its  falls  are  wide, 
round  and  semi  flaring.  A  rapid  increaser,  there  is  plenty  of  bloom  and  it 
has  given  us  more  quality  seedlings  both  SDB  and  IB,  than  any  parent  we 
have  used  to  date.  Outstanding.  11".  . . $10.00 

PAINTED  CANARY  (B.  Jones)  SDB.  Sdlg.  398-1:  380  ((Solar  Flight  x  Roberts 
65R11)  x  Pumpkin  Center)  X  unknown.  Named  with  thoughts  of  a  saucy 
little  canary  I  had  some  years  ago.  This  no  less  perky  little  guy  is  yellow 
influenced  lemon-lime  with  hafts  of  smoothly  applied  orange  brown  and 
orange-pink  beards  to  set  up  an  unusual  and  very  pretty  combination  of 
colors.  Accent  on  color  and  form.  From  the  beginning,  it  has  come  into 
bloom  a  full  week  earlier  than  any  SDB  in  the  garden,  adding  that  much 
time  to  the  season.  12" . . . $10.00 

PAWNEE  PRINCESS  (Evelyn  Jones)  IB.  Sdlg.  IE87-5.  79-29:  (Peach  Float  x 
(Orange  Glory  x  Shoop  seedling))  X  385:  (352:  (Solar  Flight  x  (pink  IB  x 
Blazek))  x  Orange  Tiger)  Majolica,  according  to  the  color  chart  which,  to 
us,  translates  to  the  orange-reds  found  in  the  sandstone  monoliths  of 
Arizona's  and  Utah's  Monument  Valley  Tribal  Park.  A  lovely  color  new  to 
the  iris  world.  Standards  are  domed  and  closed,  their  color  matches  that 
of  wide,  round,  nearly  horizontal  falls  where  interest  is  added  through 
deeper  color  blending  around  even  deeper  colored  beards.  Vigorous 
plants  produce  21"  stalks  with  five  to  seven  buds.  This  is  Evelyn's  first  IB 
introduction.  You  will  enjoy  growing  it.  21".  . . .  $15.00 

SUNNY  CINNAMON  (B.  Jones)  IB.  Sdlg.  IN85-3-2:  Color  Bash  x  Orange 
Tiger.  A  sister  to  California  Style  and  though  quite  different  from  that 
variety,  it  is  no  less  an  usual  and  exciting  combination  of  colors.  White 
standards  are  arched  inwards  at  their  tips,  their  midribs  lightly  flushed 
with  pink  and  cinnamon.  The  falls  are  solid  deep  cinnamon  lighted  with 
yellow  tipped  bright  carrot-orange  beards.  Five  to  seven  buds  on  22" 
stalks.  Real  color  here.  . . . .  $15.00 

Order  from  this  ad  or  send  for  our  list  of  previous  introductions  featuring  Sun  Doll , 
Orange  Tiger,  Favorite  Angel  and  California  Style  to  name  a  few.  We  ship  beginning 
July  15  via  United  Parcel.  If  you  have  a  box  number ;  street,  road  or  telephone  number, 
this  will  be  helpful.  Please  add  $3.00  for  postage  and  packing. 
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6201  East  Calle  Rosa 


(602)  949-0253 


KARY  IRIS  GARDENS 

Ray  and  Ardi  Kary 
Scottsdale,  AZ  85251 

1992  INTRODUCTION 

TWILIGHT  RAIN  (Peterson)  AB  'A,  29",  M.  Standards  are  light  violet  with  darker 
sprinkles  falls  are  light  violet  with  a  rich  purple  violet  wash.  A  child  of  Heart  Stealer 
and  sib  to  Silent  Tears,  this  new  introduction  makes  a  nice  addition  to  the  family  and  is 

admired  by  many  garden  visitors  ..................................  $25.00 

PREVIOUS  INTRODUCTIONS 
(All  hybridized  by  the  late  Les  Peterson) 

HEART  WARMER  (’91)  TB,  30",  L.  Crimson  self  with  burnt  orange  beard.  Ruffled 

and  lace  .......................................................  $20.00 

SILENT  TEARS  (’91)  AB  Vk,  27"  M.  Light  violet  blue  splashed  with  purple  violet. 
Good  grower.  ..................................................  $15 .00 

DUSTY  SKIES  (’89)  TB,  34"  M.  Standards  are  grey,  falls  are  blue  with  deep  yellow 
shoulders.  Ruffled.  Excellent  grower  ...............................  $12.00 

NEW  MELODY  (’88)  AB  ZC,  M.  Purple  with  white  splashes.  Very  showy  dump. 
.............................................................. $7.00 

PINK  BETTERMENT  (’85)  AB  Zi,  M.  Large  rich  medium  pink  with  large  black 
beards.  Great  increaser.  . . .  $3.00 

Write  for  Free  Catalog  Generous  Bonus  Irises 

Please  include  $3.00  for  Shipping/Handling 


1992  Introductions 

BRONZETTE  STAR — TB  36-38"  M-L.  Blooming  nicely  at  the  Omaha 
Convention,  this  ruffled,  brightly  colored  rusty  brown  beauty  was  not  to  be 
overlooked.  The  stalks  are  well  branched,  bearing  7  to  9  nicely  formed 
blooms,  opening  3  or  more  at  one  time.  Mature  flowers  exhibit  a  bright 
golden-orange  blaze  on  the  falls  surrounding  orange-gold  beards,  adding 
brilliance  to  the  blooms.  Weather  resistant.  Good  plant  vigor.  Sdlg. 
83-401-1:  (Lady  Friend  X  Steady  Pace).  30  votes  for  HC  ’90,  EC  ’91  $30.00 

HAVE  A  HEART— TB  36"  M-L.  A  lovely  deeply  ruffled  light  salmon  with 
deeper  salmon  hafts  and  burnt  orange  beards.  Well-branched  stalks  have 
three  branches  plus  terminal,  bearing  8  or  more  sweetly  fragrant  blooms. 
Vigorous  and  dependable.  Very  floriferous  clump.  Sdlg.  86-738-1:  (Iris 

Irene  X  Jewel  of  Spring)  ................................  $30.00 

Please  include  $3. 00  for  shipping  when  ordering  any  of  the  above.  For  earlier 
introductions  from  this  garden,  request  list. 

MRS.  GRANT  D.  (EVELYN)  KEGERISE 

501  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Reading,  PA  19605 
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RO.  Box  19 
Boulder,  CO  80306 


ATLANTA  BELLE  (Tom  Magee)  TB  40"  L-VL.  SEE  COLOR  PHOTO  &  FULL  DE¬ 
SCRIPTION  IN  JANUARY  '92  BULLETIN.  Femme  pink  standards  and  peachtree 
street  pink  falls.  EC  '90,  HC  '90.  (Colorado  Sunshine  X  White  Lightning)  X  Hoop- 
skirts.  . . . . . . . . . . . $30.00 

AZURE  WHIR  (John  Durrance)  D83-3  TB  35"  E  7  buds.  (As  You  Were).  This  ruffled 
light  azure  blue  will  be  very  much  at  ease  in  your  garden.  Light  yellow  beards  are 
tipped  blue.  Lady  X  X  Betty  Simon.  . . . . .  $25.00 

BIG  BIRD  (Tom  Magee)  TB  34"  E.  SEE  COLOR  PHOTO  &  FULL  DESCRIPTION  IN 
JANUARY  '92  BULLETIN.  Big  and  fun  yellow.  EC  '88.  Hoopskirts  X  (Treasure  Room  x 
(Colorado  Sunshine  X  White  Lightning)).  . . . . . . . . $25.00 

GORBY'S  RED  (John  Durrance)  D90-1  TB  35"  EM  7  buds.  A  born  leader— just  looking 
for  a  home.  Mahogany  brown-red  self  with  rust-gold  beards.  Records  show  Ming 
Rose  X  Love  Scene,  but  more  likely:  Garnet  Velvet  X  Mulled  Wine.  ........  $30.00 

ONE  LITTLE  PINKIE  (John  Durrance)  D86-56  BB  27"  M  3  branches  5-6  buds.  This 
bright  coral  pink  with  reddish  coral  beards  has  stayed  at  the  upper  height  of  its  class. 
Flower  size  and  foliage  all  nicely  in  proportion.  Paradise  X  Custom  Made.  . .  $20.00 

PASTEL  BLUE  (John  Durrance)  D  86-139  TB  36"  L  7-8  buds.  A  soft  Easter  confection. 
Light  pink  standards,  pink  and  blue  falls  and  orange  beards.  Custom  Made  X 
Sophistication.  . . . . . . .  $25.00 

PINK  BLOOMER  (John  Durrance)  D86-40  TB  35"  M  7  buds.  Pale  buff  pink,  slightly 
lighter  in  the  center  of  the  falls  with  lacy  edges  all  around.  Two  tone  beards:  violet  tips 
and  orange  throats.  Love  Scene  X  Hamblen  81-16B . . . . . $30.00 

RIGHT  ALREADY  (John  Durrance)  D82-3  TB  36"  ML  7  buds.  An  all  right  red  bitone! 
Very  velvety  red  falls,  paler  red  standards,  and  burnt  red  beards.  Anon  X  Taco  Belle. 
A  BONUS  IRIS  when  purchasing  any  DURRANCE  1992  introduction. 

VERY  TRULY  YOURS  (Joseph  Hoage)  H82-10-2  TB  34"  ML.  From  dark  yellow  buds, 
this  luscious  mixture  of  cream,  white,  gold  and  bright  yellow  emerges.  Standards 
cream  flushed  with  gold.  Semi-flaring  falls,  creamy  white  with  gold  hafts  and  gold 
rims.  Wavy  edges  reveal  dark  yellow  reverse.  Style  arms  white,  tipped  gold.  Dark 
yellow  beards.  Excellent  substance  with  7  buds  on  sturdy  stalks.  Overall  effect  is  a 
very  much  improved  Truly  Yours,  thus  the  name.  Very  Truly  Yours.  Jeweled  Starlight 
X  Gold  Trimmings . . . . . . . . . .  $30.00 

VICTORIA  ROSE  (John  Durrance)  D86-153  TB  33"  M  6-7  buds.  Replete  with  secret 
charms.  Blushing  pink  standards  top  falls  of  plum-violet  &  white  plicata  with  cen¬ 
terline  stripe.  Beards  red.  Capricious  X  Rancho  Rose . $25.00 

Order  directly  from  this  ad  (include  $2.00  for  shipping,  please)  or  request  our  free 
1992  price  list. 

Please  visit  us  during  blooming  time  (late  May  &  early  June)  to  see  these  and  other  mile-high 
grown  Colorado  Creations.  We're  also  pleased  to  be  the  site  of  the  Region  20  Tall  Bearded 
Display  Garden  which  features  235-1990  and  1991  introductions  from  68  hybridizers  outside  of 
Colorado. 
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MELROSE  GARDENS 

309  Best  Road  South  Stockton,  California  35215 

$1.00  for  our  THIRD  ANNUAL  FAREWELL  BROCHURE  listing  our 
1992  Tall  Bearded  and  Remontant  introductions  with  COLOR  PHO¬ 
TOS  of  most  and  full  descriptions  and  parentages.  Also,  our  introduc¬ 
tions  of  the  past  three  years. 

MELBA  HAMBLEN  (Hager  ’92)  M  35".  BIG  flowers,  very  wide  petals 
in  peach  pink  blended  with  a  bit  of  orchid.  Wide,  fluted  falls  are  deep 
maroon-purple;  tangerine  beards.  (See  color  photo  in  the  January 
’92  Bulletin).  . . . $35.00 

CALM  SEA  (Hager  ’92)  M  35".  Huge,  wide,  wide,  fluted  petals  are 
smooth  light  blue.  A  classic . $35.00 

ALL  HEART  (Hager  ’92)  M  to  L  33".  Pure  white,  extravagantly  wide 
petals  and  BIG  bright  tangerine  beards.  . . $35.00 

PRESTIGE  STEM  (Hager  ’92)  M  34".  Glowing  salmon-rose  blend.  A 
different  color  on  beautifully  shaped  flowers.  . $35.00 

DRUM  ROLL  (Hager  ’92)  M  to  L  36".  Deep,  rolling  ruffles  command 
these  fully  formed  blossoms  that  reverberate  with  intense  blue- 
violet  coloring.  Spectacular  branching;  sturdy  stems. . $35.00 

MUCH  OBLIGED  (Hager  ’92)  M  36".  Chosen  for  the  flower  form, 
stem,  branching  and  placement — an  ideal  iris.  The  color  is  medium 
lavender  blue;  ruffled.  BONUS  ON  ORDER  OF  $70.00-  -or  (on 
sale).  . . . . . . .  $35.00 

SEASON  EXTENDERS 

The  following  irises  are  very  LATE  bloomers  to  carry  the  season 
onward  a  little  longer  and  to  be  companions  to  those  beautiful  late 
irises  of  Opal  Brown  and  Melba  Hamblen. 

LINGERING  SPRING  (Hager  ’92)  36"  LaLa.  Lingering  after  most 
other  irises  are  gone  but  a  bit  before  the  following  varieties.  Five  to 
six  branches  carry  8  to  12  buds!  Clear  white  with  a  touch  of  yellow  in 
the  throat.  RUFFLED . . . .  $35.00 

SURPRISE  ENDING  (Hager  ’92)  34"  VLa.  An  enticing  shade  of 
glowing  orchid,  elegantly  laced.  Shining  bright  orange  yellow 
beards.  Great  branching  and  buds.  . . . . . . .  $35.00 

TOWERING  FINALE  (Hager  ’92)  42"  VLa.  Wide,  wide  foliage  attracts 
attention  all  during  the  regular  bloom  season,  and  THEN  the  strong, 
sturdy  stems  rise  like  rockets  to  these  tall,  well  branched  carriers  of 
the  prominently  laced,  shapely  mid-blue  flowers.  . . . $35.00 

AFTER  THE  BALL  (Hager  ’92)  35"  VVLa.  The  latest  of  all,  blooming 
with  the  early  Japanese  irises!  Deep  orchid-violet  with  very  wide, 
lacy  petals . . . . . . . . . $35.00 


92 


REBLOOMiNG  IRISES 

CHRISTOPHER  COLUMBUS  (Hager  ’92)  M  and  Autumn  32".  In 
recognition  of  the  500th  anniversary  (1492-1992)  of  Columbus’  dis¬ 
covery  and  the  opening  up  of  a  new  part  of  the  world  (for  better  or 
worse).  It  is,  of  course,  a  blue  (“he  sailed  the  ocean  blue”),  and 
appropriately  it  blooms  here  in  late  September  and  early  October 
(October  12  was  the  day).  Here  it  also  sends  up  occasional  bloom- 
stalks  throughout  the  summer.  Reblooming  irises  are  “opening  up”  a 
new  era  in  the  iris  world.  We  insist  that  the  results  will  be  more 
affirmative.  BONUS  ON  ORDERS  OF  $70.00—or  (on  sale)  $35.00 

TOTAL  RECALL  (Hager  ’92)  34"  M  and  early  autumn  (Mother  Earth  X 
Bonus  Mama).  Soft  and  gentle  in  appearance  but  a  determined 
presence  in  your  garden.  Here,  a  row  of  it  blooms  all  summer  and 
right  into  the  fall.  Smoky  pearl  standards,  pearly  white  falls,  all 
ruffled  and  appealing.  . . . . $35.00 

ANXIOUS  (Hager  ’92)  35"  M  and  early  autumn  (Bonus  Mama  X 
Hallowed  Thought).  So  anxious  to  please  that  it  is  an  insistent 
rebloomer  here  and  pressingly  anxious  to  get  it  all  started.  Well- 
branched  stems  carry  nicely  formed  blossoms  in  pale  lilac.  These 
are  displayed  most  of  the  spring,  summer  and  autumn  here.  $35.00 

MELROSE  GARDENS 

309  Best  Road  South  Stockton,  California  95215 


MISSION  BELL  GARDENS 

2778  West  5600  South  Roy,  Utah  84067 

Jim  and  Clay  Hamblen 

ORA  BURTON  (Hamblen  ’92)  TB  32"  M-L.  Cupped 
stands,  light  blue  (RHS  83D).  Horizontally  flaring  falls 
near  purple  (77B),  lighter  area  accents  violet-tipped, 
henna  beards.  Excellent  substance,  bud  count,  branch¬ 
ing.  Gift  of  Dreams  X  ((Sophistication  x  Henna  Ac¬ 
cent)  x  Magic).  Sdlg.  85-21A.  $30.00 

SPRING  CONCERTO  (Hamblen  ’92)  TB  34"  M-L.  Rich  bitone.  Pink- 
purple  (RHS  75A)  stands,  deepening  toward  hafts.  Violet  (82B)  falls  with 
deeper-toned  lacy  wire  edge.  Bushy  violet-tipped,  burnt  sienna  beards. 
Sturdy  stalks,  well  spaced  buds.  Sdlg.  85-19D:  Dance  Away  X  Nancy 


Glazier  . . . . . .  $30.00 

FERN  MAW  ’91 — Rose-pink,  cerise  beards  . . .  $25.00 

JOYCE  MEEK  ’91— Creamy  amber,  sienna  beards  . .  $25.00 

McKAY  ’89 — Bright  pink,  cerise  beards . . . .  $20.00 


NO  CATALOG.  Please  order  from  this  ad.  Generous  extras. 
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New  Zealand 
Australia  ♦  Indonesia 

Wilderness,  Wildflowers  &  Gardens 

MITCHELL  ODYSSEYS 

1-800-359-5912 

P.O.Box  61482  Denver,  CO  80206 


WALTER  A.  MOORES 

Route  5,  Box  189-B 
Starkville,  MS  39759 


1992  Introductions 

CALICO  RUFFLES — TB,  34",  EM.  Stone  washed  violet  purple  standards 
lightening  at  base.  Lavender  plicata  hafts  blending  to  stonewashed  falls  of 
violet  purple  with  yellow  white  beards,  tipped  purple.  Stalks  are  well 
branched  with  multi-budded,  ruffled  flowers  for  a  long  season  of  bloom. 
Moderate  sweet  fragrance.  (B arietta  x  Scrimshaw)  X  Pandora’s  Purple. 
Exciting  variant  for  this  color  pattern!  . . . .  $25.00 


OFF  BROADWAY— TB,  34",  EM  &  RE  (Nov.  in  MS).  Late  reblooming 
flowers  on  strong,  branched  stalks  have  deep  gold  standards.  Falls  are 
maroon  plicata  on  cream  to  white  ground  blending  to  a  solid  brown  band. 
Beards  are  mustard.  Welcomed  in  the  Fall  with  its  autumn  colors.  Broadway 
X  ((Drifting  Confetti  x  Queen  in  Calico)  x  (Queen  in  Calico  x  Blue 
Tempest)) . . . $25.00 


Select  extras  from  the  following  reblooming  irises 


FALL  SPOTLIGHT  92  Deep  Vio 
let  with  white  zonal  pattern.  Magic 
Candle  X  Needlecraft 

LAKE  REPRISE  ’90  Blue  lavender 
self 


OLYMPIC  RINGS  90  White, 

yellow  halo 

PINK  REPRISE  ’91  Peach  pink 
SUMMER  SURF  ’91  Lavender  blue 


amoena 

Add  $3.50  for  UPS  or  Priority  Mail 
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1073  Bird  Avenue  San  Jose,  CA  95125 


1991  Introductions 


BOOMERANG  (Maryott)  TB,  37",  M  &  Re.  Light  pastel  apricot 
standards;  falls  same  with  light  maroon  flush.  Lightly  ruffled. 
Dependable  rebloom  here.  Sdlg.  K24C  (Involving  Carved  Cameo, 
Wings  of  Dreams,  Pink  Sleigh,  and  Heather  Blush)..... . ..$35.00 


CHANTILLY  LACE  (Maryott)  TB,  36",  M.  Ruffles  and  heaviest 
lace  adorn  this  lavender  tinted  creamy  yellow  blend  with  yellow 
beards.  Outstanding  growth  habits  on  this  garden  favorite.  Sdlg. 
LLACE  (parentage  unknown) . $30.00 


FAIR  MAIDEN  (Maryott)  TB,  35",  E.  Ruffled  flesh  pink  with  slight 
yellow  tinting.  A  delicate  early  pink  with  nice  form  and  lots  of 
ruffles.  (Involving  Entourage,  Carved  Cameo,  Wings  of  Dreams, 
and  Homecoming  Queen) . ....$35.00 


NORDICA  (Maryott)  TB,  37",  M.  A  very  strong  and  nicely  formed 
pure  white  with  prominent  red  beards.  Lots  of  buds  and  good 
branching.  Fast  Increaser.  Sdlg.  M120A.  (Radiant  Energy  x 
Oktoberfest) . . . . . . . $30.00 


PARTITA  (Maryott)  TB,  38",  M.  Poupon  yellow  standards  atop 
burnt  orange  falls  rimmed  in  poupon  yellow.  Excellent  form  and 
growth  habits  show  off  the  totally  unique  coloring.  Sdlg.  N1 44A. 
(Speculator  x  Syncopation) . . . . . $30.00 


PRETTY  WOMAN  (Maryott)  TB,  35",  M.  Ruffled  light  lavender 
blue  with  deep  purple  beards  tipped  bronze.  Gives  the 
appearance  of  a  black  bearded  blue.  See  color  picture  in  January 
1992  Flower  and  Garden  Magazine.  Sdlg.  M129A.  (Touch  of 
Bronze  x  Good  Morning  America)........... . . . $35.00 


SESSIONS  (L.  Cowdery)  TB,  37",  M.  Lovely  ruffled  very  pale 
lavender  self  with  giant  red  beards.  Excellent  form  and  growth 
habits  from  the  breeder  who  gave  us  PACIFIC  TIDE.  Sdlg.  G9. 
(Smooth  Talk  x  Peppermint  Crush) . $35.00 


California  residents  please  add  appropriate  sales  tax.  Include  $3.50  for  shipping 
and  handling.  Listing  of  our  introductions  and  selected  newer  cultivars  for  two 
first  class  stamps. 
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THE  PERMANENT  METAL  LABEL 


A  —  Hairpin  Style  Markers . 30  For  $1 1 .60 

B  —  Plant  or  Shrub  Labels . 100  For  $  7.80 

C  —  Cap  Style  Markers  . 30  For  $1 1 .95 

D  —  Swinging  Style  Markers . 30  For  $10.20 

E  —  Rose  Markers . 30  For  $10.95 

F  —  Tall  Display  Markers  . 30  For  $14.45 

G  —  Tall  Single  Staff  Markers  . 30  For  $1 1 .95 

H  —  Flag  Style  Markers  . 30  For  $10.15 

J  —  Small  Plant  Labels . 1 00  For  $  7.40 

K  —  Tie-On  Labels  . 100  For  $12.30 

M  —  Miniature  Markers . 30  For  $  9.40 

PAW  PAW  EVERLAST  LABEL  CO. 

Box  93-H  Paw  Paw,  Michigan  49079-0093 

Quantity  Prices  Available  Postage  Prepaid 


HAROLD  L.  STAHLY 

8343  Manchester  Dr.  Grand  Blanc,  MI  48439 

Introductions  from  the  Robarts,  Simon,  and  Stahly  Gardens: 

BIG  THUNDER  (Simon  ’92)  TB,  34",  M-L.  Deep  brown  self,  red- 
toned;  golden  brown  beards.  Large,  semi-flared,  ruffled  flowers 
on  good  stalks;  excellent,  clean  color.  Sdlg.  ML-26-38.  Parentage 
unknown . $30.00 

LOFTY  DREAMS  (Robarts  ’92)  TB,  36",  M.  Very  light  blue-white 
self,  medium  blue  beard.  Well-branched  stalks  carry  7  or  more 
ruffled,  semi-flared  flowers  that  are  very  near  pure  white  with  a 
good  blue  beard.  Slight  sweet  fragrance.  Sdlg.  505-1:  Blue  Zipper 
X  Song  of  Norway.  . . . $30.00 

MYSTERY  MUSIC  (Simon  ’92)  TB,  34",  M-L.  Deep  maroon  red  self, 
self  beards.  Ruffled  flowers  of  excellent  wide  form  are  a  very 
smooth  velvety  color  with  clean  hafts;  a  standout.  Sdlg.  41-44-33: 
Garnet  Robe  X  Soldier’s  Chorus.  . . $30.00 

RHYTHM  KING  (Stahly  ’92)  TB,  35",  M.  Very  deep  blue  violet  self 
(RHS  86A),  deep  blue  beards.  Heavily  ruffled  flower  with  wide, 
round,  semi-flared  falls  and  closed  standards.  Slight  sweet  fra¬ 
grance.  Sdlg.  86-8:  Deep  Pacific  X  ((Ivy  League  x  River  Patrol)  x 
Navy  Strut).  . . . $30.00 

WINTER  SONNET  (Stahly  ’92)  TB,  36",  M.  Standards  very  pale 
blue  (lighter  than  RHS  97D),  falls  cool  white,  light  blue  beards. 
This  near  white  of  terrific  ruffled  form  and  substance  comes  from 
two  deep  blue  parents.  Strong  stalks  produce  8  buds  opening  over 
an  extended  period.  Producing  good  blue  beard  seedlings.  Sdlg. 
87-5:  sib  to  RHYTHM  KING.  HC  ’90,  EC  ’91 . $30.00 

STARLIT  VELVET  (Stahly  ’91)  TB.  From  plicata  breeding,  this 
very  deep  purple  has  a  light  spray  pattern  around  the  dark  beards. 
All  good  qualities.  Sold  out  last  year,  a  good  supply  is  again 

available.  EC  ’89  and  ’90;  HC  ’90 . . . $22.00 

Please  include  $3.00  for  shipping  and  handling. 

Write  for  list  of  previous  introductions. 
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MILLER'S  MANOR  GARDENS 
1992  INTRODUCTIONS 

Roger  &  Lynda  Miller  3167  E.  U.S.  224 

Phone  219-597-7403  Ossian,  IN  46777 


BITSY  BLUE  (L.  Miller)  MDB,  4",  E.  Small  turquoise  spot  pattern  on 
a  creamy  white  background.  White  beards.  Pumila.  Sdlg.  487: 
584:  ((What  Not  x  Sky  Dot)  x  unknown)  x  384,  lost  parentage. 

. . $10.00 

CAN'T  ELOPE  (L.  Miller)  TB,  33",  M-L.  Rich  cantaloupe  orange  with 
lighter  markings  around  tangerine  beards.  Well  ruffled.  Dis¬ 
tinctively  different  orange  coloring.  7-8  buds.  Sdlg.  7085A:  Gold 
Trimmings  X  Marmalade.  EC  1991 . . . . . $30.00 

CAVALIER'S  CAPE  (L.  Miller)  TB,  34",  M.  A  ruffled  royal  cape  of 
rich  smoky  plum  violet  with  a  blue  blaze  below  the  bronze  beards. 
10  buds.  Sdlg.  6087A:  5384:  (Spartan  x  unknown)  X  Mulled  Wine. 

. . . . $30.00 

CONFUSED  (L.  Miller)  SDB,  IT,  M.  White  ground  veined  violet 
and  banded  chartreuse-yellow.  Opalescent  sheen  on  falls.  Orange 
beards.  2-3  buds.  Sdlg.  3587C:  Smidget  X  Sniffs  'n  Sneezes.  $12.50 

MAYA  M AKITA  (A.  Machulak)  MDB,  6V2 ".  Domed,  slightly  laced 
white  standards.  Flaring  falls  are  white  blending  to  deep  blue- 
violet  around  mostly  white  beards.  Fresh,  crisp  look.  2  buds. 
Sdlg.  79-45-26.  (Bit  o'  Sky  x  unknown)  X  (Peanuts  x  unknown). 

. . . . .  $10.00 

PINKIE  PAWS  (L.  Miller)  SDB,  10",  M.  Orchid  pink  standards,  pink 
falls  with  cocoa  pink  spots.  Pale  blue  beards,  coral  in  throat.  2-3 
buds.  Sdlg.  3187C:  3184:  ((E.  Roberts  sdlg.  x  unknown)  x  Baby 
Pink)  X  4284A:  (Pink  Kitten  x  Inscription) . .  $12.50 

SIDESTITCH  (G.  Sides)  TB,  28",  M.  White  with  medium  violet 
dotted  midribs  and  stitched  edges  on  standards.  Falls  have  ver¬ 
tical  lines  and  stitched  edges  of  medium  violet.  Medium  violet 
style  arms  and  white  beards  tipped  orange.  Well  ruffled.  An 
updated  version  of  Circus  Stripes.  7-9  buds.  Sdlg.  B38-D8:  Nee- 
dlecraft  X  Spinning  Wheel.  HC  1989.  . . . .  $30.00 

SUN'S  UP  (L.  Miller)  BB,  22",  E-M.  Cream  yellow  standards  with 
thin  edge  of  deep  lemon  yellow.  Falls  are  deep  lemon  yellow 
lightening  to  yellow  around  medium  yellow  beards.  Deep  lemon 
yellow  style  arms.  Heavily  ruffled  and  very  bright.  9  buds.  Sdlg. 
3085:  Lemon  Punch  X  Queen  in  Calico . .  $25.00 

Add  $3.00  postage  and  handling  when  ordering  from  this  ad 
Send  two  stamps  for  descriptive  catalog 
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RAINBOW 

ACRES 

3239  i  street 
north  highlands 
ca  95660 


NEWER  TALL 
BEARDS 

REBLOOMERS 

QUALITY 

RHIZOMES 

DAYLILIES 


THRIFTY  PRICES 


CATALOG  ON 
REQUEST 


RIVERDALE  IRIS  GARDENS 

Quality  Dwarf  and  Median  Irises 
INTRODUCING  FOR  1992! 

ANOKA  ANGEL  (David  Johnson  ’92)  SDB,  12".  This  lovely  angel  is  named 
for  the  town  where  she  resides — Anoka,  Minnesota.  As  hardy  as  the  snow 
around  here,  she  is  a  ruffled  and  flaring  white  with  a  gold  halo  pattern  around 
the  bushy  blue-white  beards  and  has  a  slight  spicy  fragrance.  Let  her  be  the 
guardian  of  your  garden!  (All  other  Johnson  intros  also  available).  Sdlg. 
92-22:  (Lima  Colada  X  Flirty  Mary) . .  $12.50 

1991  Intros  from  Kenneth  Fisher  available  at  $12.50  each. 

Bella  Vee — MTB,  21".  Vigorous  It.  yellow.  It.  orange  beards. 

Ozark  Evening — MTB,  22".  Lovely  It.  pink,  coral  beards. 

Send  $1.00  for  complete  1992  catalog — deductible 
Please  include  $3.00  for  shipping 

TVacy  W.  Jennings 

P.O.  Box  524  Rockford,  MN  55373 


HOUSE  PLANT  AND  CABOiH 


INSECTICIDE 
SPRAY 


MaiJr  *»ilh 
Botanical  Pyrtihriio 


The  Natural  Way  to 
Bug-Free  Plants 

Made  with  Natural  Pyrethrihs 


iU 

NATURAL 
PYRETHRINS 

TvAZcticide. 


Kilts:  ApHids^Whitefftes 
Mealy  Bugs* Red  Spiders 
jf  Moths*  Gnats*  Spider  Mites 
Mosquitoes  “Web  Worms*  Etc. 


Look  for  these  and  other  fine  Schultz  Products:  “Schultz-Instant"  Liquid  Plant  Food,  10-15-10, 
“Schultz-Instant”  Soluble  Fertilizer,  20-30-20  and  “Plant  Shine”  Spray  Plant  Polish  at  leading 
Garden  Centers  and  Plant  Departments.  Garden  Clubs  SEND  FOR  OUR  FUND  RAISING  OFFER. 
Schultz  Company,  P.O.  Box  173,  Maryland  Heights,  MO  63043  o 
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RIALTO  GARDENS 

1146  W.  Rialto  Fresno,  CA  93705 

1992  Introductions 
TB  Spring  Bloomers 

BOLD  STRIPES  (Weller  '92)  36"  M-L.  Outstanding  variegated  foliage  is 
maintained  by  removing  occasional  all-green  fans.  Well  formed  light 
yellow  flowers  born  on  3-branched  stalks.  Sdlg.  #82-1524:  (Goodnight 
Irene  x  Blue  Luster)  X  Rumba  Ruffle.  . . $30.00 

ELECTRIC  SURGE  (Weiler  '92)  37"  M-L.  See  color  ad  page  61  Fertile  both 
ways.  Sdlg.  #84-152-6:  (Blackbeard  x  ((Social  Whirl  x  Bridal  Wreath)  x 
(Goodnight  Irene  x  Blue  Luster)))  X  ((((Southern  Comfort  x  White  King)  x 
Tinsel  Town)  x  ((Flaming  Dragon  x  New  Moon)  x  (Minnesota  Glitters  x 
Kimberlina))  x  Bridal  Fashion)  x  (That  Scentsation  x  Swan  Dance)).  $35.00 


Rebloomers 

TB 

SEASONS  (Weiler  '92)  36"  E-L  &  RE.  See  color  ad  page  61  Fertile  both  ways. 
Sdlg.  #84-152-2RE:  ((((Ultrapoise  x  Travel  On)  x  Orange  Chiffon)  x  ((Moon 
River  x  Orange  Crush)  x  Ole))  x  (Fresno  Fiesta  x  Fresno  Calypso)  x  Peach 
Sundae)  X  (Peach  Sundae  x  Vernal  Falls).  . . .  $35.00 


SOLSTICE  (Weiler  '92)  37"  E-L  &  RE.  A  beautifully  formed,  heavily  ruffled 
and  pleasantly  scented  flower  of  medium  blue  borne  on  3-branched  stalks 
with  7-8  buds.  Good  foliage  and  plant  vigor.  Rebloom  reported  for  CA  & 
MD  can  start  as  early  as  July  but  is  usually  later.  Sdlg.  #84-77-3RE: 
(((((Glittering  Gold  x  Orange  Crush)  x  Ballerina  x  Orange  Crush))  x  New 
Moon)  x  (White  King  x  New  Moon))  x  White  Lightning)  X  Avalon  Bay. 
. . . . . . . $35.00 


SDB 

Each  below  is  a  new  color  for  our  strain  of  SDB  Rebloomers 


LITTLE  BLUETS  (Weiler  '92)  12"  M-L  &  RE.  This  tailored  medium  blue  self  is 
vigorous,  smothering  itself  with  spring  bloom  and  good  fall  rebloom. 
Sdlg.  #87-57-IRE:  ((Third  Charm  x  Plum-Plum)  x  (Third  World  x  Third 
Charm))  X  ((Twink  x  Third  Charm)  x  Muchacha) . .  $10.00 

AUTUMN  MAPLE  (Weiler  '92)  11"  E-M  &  RE.  A  pinkish  orange  with  slightly 
darker  falls  and  deep  orange  beards.  Heavy  spring  bloom,  scattered  fall 
rebloom.  Sdlg.  #88-22-7RE:  Rainbow  Sherbet  x  Blitz . $10.00 

MINI  MIGHT  (Weiler  '92)  10"  M  &  RE.  A  medium  yellow  bitone  with 
sparkling  blue  beards  on  nicely  rounded  petals.  Good  bloom  spring  and 
fall.  Sdlg.  #87-48-3RE:  from  lines  of  seedlings  involving  Brighteyes, 
Grace  Note,  Gingerbread  Man,  Ruby  Contrast,  Little  Blackfoot,  Stock¬ 
holm,  Bronze  Babe  and  Pink  Amber.  . . . . . $10.00 

Write  for  a  free  price  list  of  reblooming  bearded  irises 

All  plant  orders  add  $3  postage  California  residents  add  7.25%  tax 
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GEORGE  A,  SHOOP 

12560  S.W.  Douglas  St.  Portland,  OR  97225 

RUFFLED  FLORETTE  (Shoop  ’92)  TB,  36",  M.  Ruffled  mid-blue 
self  with  tangerine  red  beards.  Well  branched.  Strong  plant 
with  broad  flowers.  Sdlg.  82-27:  (Vivien  X  Sea  Gypsy).  $30.00 

RAVE  (Shoop  ’92)  TB,  36",  M.  A  broad,  ruffled,  lacy  bright 
peachy  pink.  Well  branched.  Fine  plant.  Sdlg.  82-21:  (Fantasy 
Lace  X  ((Dutch  Magic  x  Hula  Girl)  x  Gypsy  Girl))  . . .  $30.00 

LISA  JANE  (Shoop  ’92)  SDB,  10",  M.  A  blend  of  peach  and  pink. 
Has  good  form  and  increases.  Sdlg.  86-56:  (Pink  Caper  X 
Sunny  Honey) . $10.00 

Two  TBs  for  $50.00— Postage  $3.00— No  Catalog 

1991  Introductions 

SNOW  CROWN— Ruffled  pink  amoena.  .............  $20.00 

ISLAND  DANCER— Brown  stds.,  orange  falls . $20.00 

COLLECTOR’S  ART— Purple  stds.,  pink  falls.  .......  $20.00 


20%  DISCOUNT  TO  MEMBER 

MIS  OF  CHINA 

by  J.W.  Waddick  and  Zhao  Y-t 
published  by  Timber  Press  V 
for  $27.95  plus  shipping  &  tax'  ■?, 

SIGNA  offers  its  members  awlhose 
reduced  (20  %  discount)  prioa  of $22.50  {§>/ 

Orders  must  be  received  by  June  1  ,'92  for  Ihjs  special  price 
Send  all  checks  payable  to  Evelyn  .Jones  at  5635  S.  W. 
Boundary,  Portland,  OR  97221.  Allow  3  weeks  lor  shipping 
(Please  add  $2.50  shipping  per  copy.  Total.  $25/bOOk) 

Hard  Cover-31  color  photos,  21  line  drawings,  sources,  more 


ther  special 

r 
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Don  &  Bobbie  Shepard 
3342  W.  Orangewood 
Phoenix,  AZ  85051 
Ph  (602)  841-1231 


1992  TALL  BEARDED  and  BORDERED  BEARDED 

by  Bernard  Hamner 

APPLEBLOSSOM  DAYS  (TB-35"-M)  Very  laced  peach-pink.  Falls  have  a 
pinktoned  eggshell  wash  area  in  center  accented  by  rich  coral  pink  beards 
and  apricot  orange  hafts  blended  into  the  beard.  Sdlg.  #82-25  (80-47  x 
Jaime  Lynn)  X  Melissa  Sue  . $35.00 

LEMON  GUMDROP  (TB-36"-M)  The  laced  and  ruffled  stands  are  rich 
gumdrop-lemon  yellow.  The  falls  are  creamy  white  rimmed  by  the  same 
gumdrop-lemon.  Bushy  orange  beards  top  off  this  beauty.  Sdlg.  #87-96 
((Creme  de  Creme  x  Sun  Circle)  X  Bride’s  Halo)  . . .  $35.00 

OCEAN  CLOUDS  (TB-36"-E)  Soft  blue-white  clouds  dance  over  the  blue- 
white  falls  rimmed  with  1/2"  band  of  rich  sky  blue.  Very  large,  many  buds, 
much  substance,  very  ruffled!  Sib  to  Snowburst!  Sdlg.  #87-9  (Dutch  Girl  X 
Glistening  Icicle) . . . $35.00 

SPICED  GINGER  (TB-34"-EM)  Heavy  bud  count,  branching  and  color  show 
off  this  variegata.  Stands  are  mustard  gold.  White  ground  falls  with  gin- 
gersnap-brown  plic  stitching  and  heavy  brown  rim  edge.  S#84-59  ((Sketch 
Me  x  Shaft  of  Gold)  X  (Flamenco  x  Broadway))  . $35.00 

TROPICAL  MORN  (TB-36"-EM)  This  large  golden  yellow  bloom  is  like  a 
tropical  morning  sunrise.  Velvet  texture,  lacy  edges  and  dark  orange  beards 
add  luster  and  romance  to  the  morning  sunrise.  Sdlg.  #87-24  (Golden 
Sparkler  X  Well  Endowed)  . . . . . . . ......  $35.00 

VIOLET  CORONATION  (TB-35"-E)  Extremely  ruffled  dark  violet-purple  self. 
There  are  8  to  10  large  blooms  on  a  well  branched  stalk.  A  silver  spray 
pattern  radiates  from  the  silver  beards  making  a  silver  eye.  Sdlg.  #87-21 
(Bubbling  Over  X  Blue  Gloss) . . . $35.00 

PEACH  FRAPPE  (BB-27"-M)  Falls  are  peach  with  laced  white  edge.  The 
same  rich  peach  flames  into  the  midrib  of  the  white  standards.  The  stands 
are  open  just  enough  to  reveal  beautiful  soft  peach  stylearms  with  lace 
edging.  Coral  beards  finish  the  complete  bloom.  Sdlg.  #82-216  ((Hamner 
75-11  x  75-225)  X  Peach  Sundae))  . . . $25.00 

SPECIALS:  (4  TB  s— $120)  (6  TB’s— $175)  (All  7  Intros— $190) 
1992  SPURIA  by  Charles  Jenkins 

ALPHASPU  (SPU-34"-VE)  Rich  bright  yellow  self,  with  ruffles.  Very  showy 
clump  in  a  short  time.  Sdlg.  #B1-9A  (Ada  Perry  X  (SP85A:  Dawn  Candle  x 
unknown))  . . . . . $25.00 

BABY  CHICK  (SPU-28/35"-E)  Shorter,  smaller  proportioned,  ruffled  yellow 
blooms!  Won  most  favorite  seedling  award  Region  15  Golden  Anniversary 
Trek.  It  is  delightful!  Sdlg.  #C35-24A  (Struttin’  X  Pang)  . . . .  $25.00 
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BRONZE  ART  (SPU-54/60"-EM)  Very  tall  bronze  self  with  wide  rounded  falls. 
Well  received  by  judges.  Sdlg.  #B10-8B  (Yellow  Wings  X  Medallion)  $25.00 

BUTTERSCOTCH  QUEEN  (SPU-35/40"-M)  Very  attractive  burnt  orange  to 
butterscotch  self.  No  sign  of  a  signal.  Sdlg.  #C17-OS  (Highline  Honey  & 
unknown)  . . $25.00 

EDITH’S  COLOR  (SPU-42/48"-ML)  Almost  a  bicolor!  This  striking  beauty  has 
tight  upright  stands  of  mauve-purple,  falls  are  a  rich  golden  yellow,  double 
banded  with  1/2"  of  cream-white  and  outer  edge  1/8"  mauve-purple.  Sdlg. 
#C16-28C  (Happy  Choice  X  Protege) . . $25.00 

MY  GOLD  (SPU-40/46"-EM)  One  can  spot  this  rich  clear  golden  self  in  any 
bed  of  spuria.  Wide  rounded  falls.  Striking!  Sdlg.  #C17-OE  ((Highline 
Honey  X  unknown) . $25.00 

ROYAL  CADET  (SPU-38/48"-M)  This  bloom  struts  the  blue  and  gold  colors  of 
the  Air  Force  Academy.  Sdlg.  #C16-36J  (Happy  Choice  X  Terra  Nova). 
. $25.00 

ZULU  CHIEF  (SPU-34/44"-M)  Glowing  black-red  self.  Very  subdued  gold 
signal.  Good  increase.  Sdlg.  #B1-3C  (Ada  Perry  X  Crow  Wing)  . .  $25.00 

SPECIALS:  (4SPU~$80)  (6  SPU—$125)  (8  SPU—$165) 

1992  LOUISIANAS  By  Don  Shepard 

FRINGED  GOLD  (LA-30"-M)  Well  liked  by  judges,  brick  red  stands  have 
reverse  side  of  gold  making  a  1/4"  golden  fringe.  Brick-red  falls  have  rich 
golden  star-like  signals  and  brick  red  style  arms  fringed  gold.  Very  ruffled 
and  good  increase.  Sdlg.  #88013  (President  Hedley  X  (Delta  King  x  un¬ 
known) . . . $30.00 

LADY’S  BLUSH  (LA-40"-M)  Pale  butterscotch-tan  with  pencil  thin  veining  of 
dark  butterscotch.  The  steeple  shaped  signals  are  gold  with  butterscotch 
veins  radiating  from  signal.  4  blooms  open,  branched  well,  good  increase. 
Sdlg.  #88007  (lla  Nunn  X  Bobbie  Lou)  . $25.00 

NAVAJO  ROSE  ( LA-42"- M)  Rose-red  self  with  veins  of  darker  red  throughout 
the  standards  and  falls.  Dark  gold  steeple  shaped  signals.  Wonderful 
branching,  4  open  blooms.  Double  sockets.  Sdlg.  #88009  (Bobbie  Lou  X 
Creole  Flame) . . . $25.00 

NEON  RUBY  (LA-40"-M)  Light  pinkish-red  stands.  Falls  are  brick-red  with 
darker  veining  and  1/16"  pale  yellow  edging.  Green-yellow  signals  shine  like 
neon  lights.  Fast,  strong  growth  pattern.  Sdlg.  #88006  (Bobbie  Lou  X 
Creole  Flame)  . . . $25.00 

SPECIALS:  Lady’s  Blush,  Navajo  Rose,  Neon  Ruby  group  $60.00 

Add  $5.00  P&H  or  $8.00  for  2nd  Day  Air 
EAST  of  the  MISSISSIPPI—Add  $1.00  extra 
Catalog  on  request  for  1st  Class  Stamp 

SHEPARD  IRIS  GARDEN 

3342  W.  Orangewood  Ave.,  Phoenix,  A Z  85051 
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"CELEBRATE  THE  SOUTHWEST" 


Area  influences  from  the  heritage  of  our  past , 

looking  into  the  future. 


Presented  by: 

SOUTHWEST  OKLAHOMA  IRIS  SOCIETY  founded  1955 
An  affiliate  of  the  American  Iris  Society 
Region  22 


Friday,  April  24, 1992 
12:00-7:00  P.M. 


Lawton  Central  Mall 
Lawton,  Oklahoma 


President:  Ruth  Simmons 
405-875-2271 

Chairman:  MaryAnn  Holman 

405-875-3720 
Co-Chairman:  Joe  Norton 

405-355-6838 


Ask  us  about  the  latest  word 
on  Louisiana  Irises . . . 


We  wrote  it! 


OTHER  PUBLICATIONS  FROM  SLI 

Louisiana  Iris  Cultivars  A  compre¬ 
hensive  listing  of  Louisiana  Iris  registra¬ 
tions,  updated  in  1990.  Cost  is  $5  post¬ 
paid. 

SLI  50th  Anniversary  Publication  —  A 
survey  of  the  work  of  early  Louisiana  Iris 
pioneers,  including  the  writings  of  Dr. 
John  K  Small  of  the  New  York  Botanical 
Garden.  Several  color  plates  reprinted 
from  Addisonia.  Cost  is  $10  postpaid. 

Order  these  two  publications  from  Elaine 
Borque,  Treasurer ,  The  Society  for  Louisiana 
Irises ,  1812  Broussard  Rd.  E.,  Lafayette,  LA 
70508. 


The  Society  for 
Louisiana  Irises  announces 
the  Second  Printing  of  its 
book,  The  Louisiana  Iris, 
edited  by  Joseph  K 
Mertzweiller  and  Marie 
Caillet.  The  attractive  vol¬ 
ume,  a  must  for  irisarians, 
surveys  the  history,  devel¬ 
opment  and  culture  of 
Louisiana  Irises,  and  is 
beatifully  illustrated 
throughout  (including  sev¬ 
eral  color  plates) . 

The  Second  Printing  of 
The  Louisiana  Iris  will  be 
available  after  July  1,  1992. 
Order  from  Texas  Garden¬ 
er  Press,  P.O.  Box  9005, 
Waco,  TX  76714.  Cost  is 
$27.95  plus  $2  for  ship¬ 
ping  and  handling.  A  lim¬ 
ited  supply  of  the  First 
Printing  is  available  at 
$23.95  plus  $2  shipping 
and  handling.  Texas  resi¬ 
dents  must  include  8.25  % 
sales  tax  on  all  orders. 


THE  SOCIETY  FOR 
LOUISIANA  IRISES 
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SUTTON'S  GREEN  THUMBER 

16592  Road  208 
Porterville,  CA  93257 


Irises  from  around  the  world!  Featuring  irises  from  America,  Australia,  France  and 
Great  Britain.  For  1992,  we  are  honored  to  introduce  for  four  hybridizers  from 
England:  Cy  Bartlett,  Brian  Dodsworth,  Robert  Nichol  and  Nora  Scopes. 

CANNINGTON  BLUEBIRD  (C.  Bartlett  '92)  TB  35"  M.  Our  first  introduction  of  this 
talented  hybridizer  is  truly  beautiful.  We  first  saw  it  in  bloom  in  its  home  garden 
with  four  flowers  open  on  well-spaced  branches.  S.  are  bluebird  blue  with  white  at 
the  midrib;  F.  are  bluebird  blue  with  a  white  center  and  light  violet  plicata  markings 
on  the  hafts  and  edges.  The  white  beards  set  off  this  exceptional  iris.  ST  (Wisley) 

1984,  HM  (Wisley)  1990.  Cherished  Memory  X  Soul  Power  . $35.00 

HIGH  PEAK  (B.  Dodsworth  '92)  TB  44"  M.  Talk  about  standing  tall.  Wow!  S.  are 
white,  and  F.  are  lavender  blue  set  off  with  white  beards.  This  beauty  will  grow 
nicely  where  you  want  a  tall  background.  Another  award  winner:  AGC  (BIS)  1987, 
British  Dykes  Medal  1990.  Annabel  Jane  X  Dialogue . . . .  $35.00 

PARADISE  BIRD  (B.  Dodsworth  '92)  TB  38"  M.  Brian's  irises  always  have  excellent 
bud  count  and  branching.  This  iris  is  no  exception.  One  stalk  had  13  buds  and  two 
secondary  stalks  with  7  buds  each.  S.  are  magenta;  F.  are  pale  magenta.  She  glows 
in  the  garden.  SC  (BIS)  1978;  Commended  (RHS)  1980.  Raspberry  Ripples  X  San 

Leandro . . . .  $35.00 

WENSLEYDALE  (B.  Dodsworth  '92)  TB  40"  M.  A  grand  lady  ruffled  and  dressed  with 
white  S.  tinted  violet  and  a  skirt  of  violet  with  contrasting  white  beards  setting  her 
off.  Show  branching  and  doubled  budded,  this  lady  will  steal  your  heart  as  well  as 
the  judges.  Winner  of  the  British  Dykes  in  1988;  AGC  (BIS)  1985.  Ingleborough  X 

Mystique . $35.00 

WHARFEDALE  (B.  Dodsworth  '92)  TB  40"  M.  What  a  wonderful  tall  stately  lady.  Well 
budded  and  branched,  this  ruffled  lady  is  decked  out  in  mid  blue  with  white 
beards.  Consistent  show  winning  stalks  glowing  in  our  100°  heat.  AGC  (BIS)  1988, 

British  Dykes  Medal  1991.  Shipshape  X  Kildonan . $35.00 

AMADORA  (R.  Nichol  '92)  TB  37"  M.  Another  excellent  iris  from  England.  Bob 
continues  to  amaze  us  with  the  quality  irises  he  sends.  This  was  bound  to  be  a  star 
with  parents  of  Morwenna  X  (Song  of  Norway  x  Congratulations).  And  it  is  a  star, 
with  silvery  standards  and  mid  blue-violet  falls  paling  at  the  edges.  Double  and 
triple  budded  with  well  positioned  branches.  AGC  at  BIS  trial  1991.  ......  $35.00 

EARLY  LIGHT  (N.  Scopes  '92)  TB  38"  M-L.  We  have  only  seen  a  few  of  Nora's  irises, 
and  this  is  a  wonderflil  cream  flushed  lemon  with  yellow  beards.  Another  yellow, 
yes,  but  this  one  stands  out  in  the  garden  and  will  gather  show  ribbons  with  its 
branching  and  bud  count.  Great  breeding  potential.  Cup  Race  X  Lemon  Brocade. 
. $35.00 

FLORENTINE  RED  (Sutton  '92)  TB  32"  E-M.  An  award  winner  of  our  own.  A  very 
clean  burgundy  red  self  with  7  to  9  buds  and  show  branching.  Does  exceptionally 
well  on  the  show  bench.  Best  Seedling  at  Sequoia  Iris  Show  against  some  tough 
competition.  Producing  nice  seedlings.  Fort  Apache  X  Marauder.  . . $35.00 

Special:  Any  4  for  $100.00;  all  8  for  $180.00 
Catalog  $1.00 — refunded  with  purchase 
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1992  Introductions 
WAGONTRAIL  ACRES 

RR  5 ,  Box  1363  Sioux  Falls,  SD  57106 

DAKOTA  SHRIMP  (Claussen  Sdlg.  82-70)  TB  33"  M.  Vivid  shrimp  pink  self 
with  round  petals  and  distinctive  bright,  wide  coral  beards.  Domed  stan¬ 
dards  and  semi-flaring  falls.  Good  plant  habits  and  substance.  EC  1989. 
Dakota  Treasure  X  Fashionable  Pink . . . 30.00 

LIVELY  LISA  (Claussen  Sdlg.  82-12)  TB  30"  EM.  S.  light  lemon  yellow.  F. 
white,  edged  lemon.  Undersides  of  falls  lemon  yellow.  Deep  yellow  beards. 
Ruffled  and  lightly  laced  blooms,  5-6  buds.  HC 1989  in  pre-convention  tour 
in  Omaha.  Buttered  All  Over  X  Dancing  Fairy . . . 30.00 

FARRELLOU  (Claussen  Sdlg.  82-76-1)  TB  30"  M.  Light  to  medium  pink  with 
lavender  infusion.  Coral  rust  beards.  Closed  standards,  7  buds,  long  bloom 
season,  good  plant  habits.  EC  1991.  Sara  Lynn  X  Blushing  Pink . 30.00 

HANS  BRINKER  (Claussen  Sdlg.  82-17)  TB  34"  E.  Very  pale  icy  blue  (almost 
white),  pale  blue  beards  tipped  white.  Slight  fragrance,  6  buds,  very  good 
foilage  and  plant  habits.  EC  1985.  Song  of  Norway  X  Mirrored 

Sky.  . . . . . . . .  30.00 

LEO'S  CHOICE  (Claussen  Sdlg.  82-6-1)  BB  24"  EM.  S.  pale  blue-lavender, 
darker  lavender  at  base.  F.  blue-lavender  with  pale  blue  around  beards  and 
medium  blue  veining  at  hafts.  Dark  lavender  beards.  Good  substance,  6 
buds.  Has  just  stayed  BB  in  South  Dakota.  Perhaps,  it  will  grow  out  of  class 
in  longer  growing  conditions.  Night  Hawk  X  Song  of  Norway.  . 15.00 

All  five  1992  Introductions— -$100.00 
Four  1989  Introductions— $10.00  each 
ANNA  MARIE  (Claussen  '89)  TB  33"  M.  Coral  salmon  (RHS  27D)  standards 
and  darker  (27A)  falls  with  bubbly  form.  Deep  peach  veining  and  attractive 
gold  at  hafts,  complemented  by  Indian  orange  beards.  EC  and  HC  in  1986. 

DAKOTA  TREASURE  (Claussen  '89)  TB  33"  ML.  Ruffled  and  laced  salmon 
(RHS  27A).  Soft  wine  purple  veining  on  falls  with  heavier  veining  on 
shoulders.  Wide,  fluffy  coral  beards  tipped  light  salmon.  Lots  of  substance. 
HC  1987. 

SARA  LYNN  (Claussen  '89)  TB  32"  ML.  S.  bright  apricot  with  pinkish-violet 
gold  cast.  F.  apricot,  darker  apricot-gold  %"  edge,  violet  midrib  line.  Persim¬ 
mon  orange  beards.  Ruffled  and  laced. 

ERIN  MARIE  (Claussen  '89)  TB  29"  ML.  Ruffled  gleaming  white  with  green 
cast.  Falls  veined  green.  Lemon  yellow  beards  tipped  white.  HC  1983. 

1983  Introductions — $3.00  each 

PISTOL  (Claussen  '83)  TB  34"  M.  Medium  lavender  blue  with  darker  lav¬ 
ender  wash  on  center  of  falls.  Dark  blue  beards.  10  buds.  In  top  20  Favorite 
Guest  Irises  voted  at  Omaha  National  Convention.  HM  1987. 

HEY  BOY  (Claussen  '83)  TB  33"  ML.  S.  copper  brown;  yellow  style  arms.  F. 
mahogany  brown,  ruffled  and  flaring.  Gold  beards.  Prolific  bud  count  and 
branching. 

WAGONTRAIL  NIGHT  (Claussen  '83)  TB  36"  M.  S.  burgundy  red.  F. 
burgundy  black,  flaring.  Beards  barely  tipped  antique  gold.  HC  1987. 

ORDER  FROM  THIS  AD  (No  other  price  list) 

Add  $2.00  for  shipping 

WAGONTRAIL  ACRES 
C.  T.  (Chuck)  and  Signey  Claussen 

RR  5,  Box  1363  Sioux  Falls,  SD  57106 
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STORNOWAY  GARDENS 


COLBY'S  CHOICE  (Burrows  ;92)  Sdlg.  67-303.  TB  36"  EM.  Pale 
peach  self;  orange  beards.  Ruffled  and  laced,  excellent  stalks. 
Strong  plant  holds  up  well  in  wind  and  weather.  Entourage  X 
Vanity  ..............................................  $30.00 

SIDE  BY  SIDE  (Burrows  '92)  Sdlg.  89-370.  TB  32"  M.  Heavily  ruffled 
deep  dark  lavender-blue,  pale  blue  in  center  of  falls;  orange  beards 
tipped  white.  Pronounced  fragrance,  strong  substance.  Blue  rib¬ 
bon  winner  at  Garden  Club  of  America  show  '89  . $20.00 

NANCY  D.  BURROWS 

2755  Bella  Vista  Drive  Santa  Barbara,  CA  93108 


BULLETIN  ADVERTISING  RATES 


COMMERCIAL  DIRECTORY  (Four  Issues) 


One  inch 

$  37.50 

Two-inch 

$  50.00 

Three-inch 

$  62.50 

DISPLAY  ADVERTISING  (Single  Issue) 

One-inch 

$  30.00 

Two- thirds  page 

$  90.00 

One-quarter  page 

$  40.00 

Three-fourths  page 

$100.00 

One-third  page 

$  50.00 

Full  page 

$120.00 

One-half  page 

$  70.00 

Full  page,  color  $240.00  plus  color  separations 

Cover  ads  $240.00  plus  color  separations 

All  advertising  copy  and  photographs,  except  color  which  requires  individual 
arrangements,  must  be  received  by  the  Advertising  Editor  by  April  15  (July 
Issue),  July  15  (October  Issue),  October  15  (January  Issue)  and  January  15 
(April  Issue). 

Send  advertising  copy  and  check  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society  to: 

Ms.  Kay  Nelson,  Advertising  Editor 
RO.  Box  37613  Omaha,  NE  68137 
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ACME  IRIS  GARDENS 

Irises  by  George 

P.O.  Box  431 
Carson  City,  Ml  48811 

Descriptive  price  list  available 
_ after  April  15  for  $2.00 _ 

ADAMGROVE 

Irises  •  Daylilies  •  Peonies 

Medians,  Dwarfs,  Tails 
Species 

In  1992,  Introducing 
Dwarfs  &  Medians  for 
Boswell,  Sindt, 
Hager,  &  Albers 

Catalogue  $2.00;  Refundable 
Color  And  B&W  Illustrations 


Attken's 
Salmon  Creek 
Garden 

608  NW 119  St.,  Vancouver,  WA.  98685 
Display  Garden  Open  to  Visitors 

(10  MUes  North  of  Portland) 

MDB,  SDB,  IB,  BB,  NIB 
IB,  PCN,  JA,  SIB,  GUESTS 

Top  Quality  Irises  by  the 
World's  Leading  Hybridizers 

Send  $2.00  for  Color  Catalog 


DAMGROVE 

Rte.  1,  Box  246 
California,  MO  65018 


ANDERSON  IRIS 
GARDENS 

22179  Keather  Ave.,  N. 
Forest  Lake,  Minn.  55025 

Over  550  varieties  of  Northern 
grown  TB  irises  at  reasonable 
prices.  Also  60  varieties  of  fine 
peonies. 

Send  $1.00  or  stamps 
for  catalog 


AMBERWAY 

GARDENS 

5803  AMBERWAY  DR 
ST.  LOUIS  MO  63128 

1000  TB,  IB,  SDB,  BB,  MTB,  MDB 
325  REBLOOMING  VARIETIES 

CATALOG  $1 

DEDUCTIBLE  WITH  FIRST  ORDER 
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TIJE  HML  PKTCIi 

3843  Concord  Blvd. 
Concord  CA.  94519 

K ril  &  ftrilbred 

Introductions  from 

‘Rich,  stager,  ‘Wood, 

‘BosroeCC,  &  “WhiteCy 

Catalog  $.75 

Babbette's  Gardens 

Specializing  in  TBs  and  Daylilies 

Send  $1  for  Catalog 

Please  make  checks 
payable  to: 

Babbette  Sandt 
P.O.  Box  500018 
Palmdale,  CA 
93591 W18. 

Video  tape  of 
gardens  available  j 
for  $10  -  includes" 
catalog  -  specify 
VHS  or  Beta. 

BAY  VIEW  GARDENS 

of  Joseph  J.  Ghio 

1201  Bay  St.; Santa  Cruz,  Calif.  95060 


SPECIALIZING  IN 

LOUISIANA  IRIS 
CATALOG  ON  REQUEST! 
LARGE  SELECTION  OF  CULTIVARS 
QUANTITY  PRICES  AVAILABLE 

ED  AND  RUSTY  OSTHEIMER 
1831  Bull-Run 
Schriever,  LA  70395 
PHONE:  504-446-2329 


BROOK-PARK 
IRIS  GARDEN 

Ingeborg  Hempel 
6500  -  74 V2  Ave.  North 
Brooklyn  Park,  MN  55428 

Featuring  MDB,  SDB,  IB,  MTB, 
BB  irises  and  more. 


Send  $1.50  for  catalog  listing  the 
finest  in  Tall,  Louisiana,  Pacifica 
and  Spuria  irises. 


Old  &  New 
Varieties 
GREAT  VALUES 

Send  $1.00  for  catalog 

BLUEBIRD  HAVEN 

ITU  S  GARDEN 

6940  FAIRPLAY  ROAD 
SOMERSET,  CA  95684 


Send  $1.00  for  catalog  refund¬ 
able  with  first  order. 


BROWN’S 

SUNNYHILL  GARDENS 

Opal  L.  Brown 

“YOUR  ASSURANCE  OF  QUALITY” 

FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 
MODERN  TALL  BEARDED  IRIS 

Catalog  on  request 
—  No  Color  — 

Route  3,  Box  102 
Milton-Freewater 
Oregon  97862 
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Iris 

Daylilies 

Hosta 

Peonies 

Perennials 


CALLOWAY’S  IRIS 

Route  #1,  Box  275 

Big  Spring,  KY  40106 

TB  irises  at  reasonable  prices 

Send  two  first-class  stamps 
for  descriptive  price  list 


Busse  Gardens 

“The  Minnesota  Perennial  People 
Rt.  2  -  Box  238 
Cokato,  Minnesota  553.2  I 

Catalog  $2.00  -  Deductible 


CAL  DIXIE 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Largest  selection  of  quality  afford¬ 
able  bearded  irises  (New  and  old)  in 
Southern  California. 

Herb  and  Sara  Hoik 

14115  Pear  St. 
Riverside,  CA  92508 

Catalog  on  request.  After  March  15, 
please  send  two  first  class  stamps. 


CHEHALEM  GARDENS 

Tom  and  Ellen  Abrego 
P.  O.  Box  693  Newberg,  OR  97132 

SIBERIAN  AND  SPURIA  IRIS 

Descriptive  price  list 
available  upon  request 


COMANCHE  ACRES 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Route  1,  Box  258 
Gower,  MO  64454 

Quality  TB,  BB,  LA  and  Bulb 
type  irises  at  reasonable  prices. 


Specializing  in  TBs,  BBs,  IB,  SDBs  and  Spurias. 

CAPE  IRIS  GARDENS 

822  Rodney  Vista  Blvd. 

Cape  Girardeau,  MO  63701 

Catalog  $1.00  —  Refundable 

Dave  Niswonger,  Hybridizer  and  Grower 


Introductions  by  Jim  Hedgecock, 
Henry  Rowlan  and  Hyram 
Ames. 

Beautiful  New 
Color  Catalog  $3.00 


CONTEMPORARY  GARDENS 

of  Perry  Dyer 

Box  534  Blanchard,  OK  73010 

A  diversified  collection  of  tall  beardeds, 
medians,  Louisianas  and  daylilies.  1992 
price  list  available  in  March.  Please  send  2 
first-class  stamps  with  your  request. 

IRIS  and  COLLECTABLES 
Jim  and  Vicki  Craig 

16325  S.W.  113  Ave.,  Tigard,  OR  97224 
Tetraploids 
MTB— IB— BB— TB 
Send  first  class  stamp  for 
descriptive  price  list 
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r&r 

£k  Cooleys 


GARDENS 


DAVID  IRIS  FARM 

Rt.  1 ,  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa  5050 1 

Northern  Grown  Iris 

Newer  &  older  varieties — reasonable  prices 
TB — BB — IB— SDB — MTB— MDB 


11553  Silverton  Rd.,  N.E. 

P.O.  Box  126 

SILVERTON,  OREGON  97381 

FEATURING 
THE  FINEST  OF 
TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 
QUALITY  RHIZOMES 

Incomparable  Iris  catalog  in  color 

Free  with  your  first  order 
of  the  season 

and  to  our  recent  customers 
or 

Send  $3.00  for  the  catalog, 
then  deduct  it  from 
your  first  catalog  order. 


COTTAGE  GARDENS 

Featuring  introductions  of 
Bob  Brown,  Jim  Begley,  Larry 
Lauer,  Joanne  Loop,  Jim  McWhtrter, 
Virginia  Nesslck  and  Vernon  Wood. 


Send  first  class  stamp  for  list 
SDB  Specials 


Iris  Garden 

547  North  Ashland,  Mesa  AZ 
Newer  and  older 
tall  bearded  varieties 
at  reasonable  prices 

Send  first  class  stamp  for 
descriptive  price  list 
to: 

PO  Box  5267,  Mesa  AZ  85201 


ENCHANTED  IRIS  GARDEN 

715  Central  Canyon 
Nampa,  Idaho  83651 
Newer  TBs— -reasonable  prices 

Send  $1.00  postage  for  catalog 


Please  send  for  Free  Catalog 
of  Tall  Bearded  and  Median  Irises. 


11314  Randolph  Road 
Wilton,  CA  95693 
916/687-6134 


C%  CriscoIa 
Iris  GarcIen 


Rt.  2,  Box  183 
Walla  Walla,  WA  99362 
(509)  525-4841 

TB,  SDB,  IB,  BB 

Send  two  stamps  for  price  list 


D.  and).  GARDENS 

7872  Howell  Prairie  Road,  N.E. 
Silverton,  OR  97381 

Introductions  of  Joyce 
and  Duane  Meek 

See  our  ad  in  the  April  Bulletin 

Send  two  stamps  for  catalog 


GARDEN  of  the 
ENCHANTED  RAINBOW 


REASONABLE  Prices 
Best  of  the  OLD. 

Many  NEW  ones. 
REBLOOMERS. 

Some  MEDIANS. 

Indication  of  excellent  garden  growers. 
Also  indication  of  a  reblooming  season 
for  reblooming  varieties. 

1992  Catalog  —  $1.00 

Jordan  A.  &  Bernice  M.  Miller 

Rt.  4  Box  439B,  Killen,  Alabama  35645 
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Eight  Mile  _ 
Grove  Gardens 


Specializing  in  TB  Iris 
&  Daylilies 
Introductions  of 
Tim  Stanek 

$1.00  for  list  (refundable  w/order) 

P.O.  Box  7225 
Omaha,  NE  68107 


EVERGREEN 

GARDEN  PLANT 
LABELS 


1.  Durable  Steel 
Markers. 

2.  Tag 
Stakes. 

3.  Bloom- 
stalk 

Supports. 

•  Send  First 
Class  Stamp 
for  Brochure  to: 


P.  O.  BOX  922 
CEOVEKDAEE.  CA  95425 


STOCK  REDUCTION 

of  1960  and  earlier  iris 

Many  Dykes 

-  $2.00  each  +  postage  - 

Send  SASE  for  List 


Specialists  in  Japanese  Iris.  Catalog  of 
descriptions  with  culture  page  $2.00. 

9823  E.  Michigan  Ave. 
Galesburg,  Mich.  49053 


PERENNIALS 

Extensive  list  of  top-quality  nursery 
propagated  northern  grown  perennials 
for  the  fine  and  unique  gardener. 


Appliqued  or  Painted  Iris 

Sweatshirts  •  Flags  *  Tote  Bags  •  Misc. 
Send  SASE  for  List 

FOXES'  IRIS  PATCH 

R.R.  5,  Box  382  Huron,  S.D.  57350 


HILDENBRANDTS 

and 

PRAIRIE  PROMISE 
IRIS  GARDENS 


Featuring  exclusively 
McEwen  Siberian  Iris 


Informative  catalog  $1.50 


FIELDSTONE  GARDENS,  INC. 

620  Quaker  Lane  Vassalboro,  Me  04989-9713 


HC  84,  Box  4  —  Lexington,  NE  68850 

Catalog  for  two  first  class  stamps. 
Featuring  introductions  of  Mrs.  B.  Wolff 
and  listing  1,000  varieties  of  SDB,  IB, 
BB,  AB  and  TB  Irises. 

Also  Peonies  and  Hostas. 
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REPORT  ON 
IRIS  FRAGRANCES 

A  listing  of  fragrances  of  approximately 
2000  varieties  as  reported  by  60  members 
of  A.I.S.  Iris  Fragrance  Robins  during 
1975-1988.  Descriptions  are  from  A.I.S. 
Registration  Books. 

225  pages.  Xeroxed.  In  ring  binder. 
$55.00,  including  postage. 

Louise  Clay  Smith 
Fragrance  Iris  Gardens 
5013  Hickory  Signpost  Road 
Williamsburg,  Virginia  23185 
(804)  229-3314 


FRIENDSHIP  GARDENS 

specializing  in 

REBLOOMING 
and 

TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 

Descriptive  Catalog  $1.00 
Deductible  from  First  Order 

Joan  and  Ken  Roberts  / 
2590  Weltworth  Way  / 
West  Friendship,  MD  / 
21794  / 


Hill  &  Hollow 
Gardens 

249  Coffee  Rd-Petersburg,  TN  37144 
A  selection  of  older  and  reblooming  irises 
-  Catalog  on  request  - 


Is  your  garden 
losing  its  idendty? 
We  have 
a  solution... 

Custom  printed 
ins  tnarkers 
from  Garden  Fonts 
...durable,  aUr active, 
easy  to  read... 
and  affordable! 

Do  yourself 
(and your  irises) 
a  favor... 
send  for  your 
free  sample  marker 
and  brochure  today! 

Garden  Fonts 
Box  54  RFD  1 
Bamstead  NH  03218 


Introducing  .  .  . 

C=> 

rV/Y/CD 

(Oliver  House) 
featuring  Histories 

Mary  Friesen 

N3739  City  Hwy  K,  Granton,  WI  54436 

We  are  the  rebirth  of  GRACE  GAR- 
DENS  of  Baraboo,  WI.  Since  Charles 
&  Frances  Schluter  retired,  daughter. 
Mary  Friesen  and  family  moved  the 
stock  north  to  Granton,  WI. 

In  addition  to  Histories  and  favorite 
oldies,  we  are  expanding  our  stock  of 
new  bearded  irises  and  daylilies.  We  will 
continue  to  feature  the  WEATHER 
RESISTANT  METAL  MARKERS 
advertised  in  this  Bulletin  over  the  past 
few  years. 

We  would  love  to  hear  from  any  of  Mom 
&  Dad’s  past  customers.  We  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  same  fine  quality  plants 
and  service  they  provided. 

Send  first  class  stamp  for  price  list 
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ILLIN1  IRIS 

D.  STEVE  VARNER 

N.  State  St.  Rd. 
fjTJ|  Route  3,  Box  5 

Mg  Monticello,  !L  61856 

/  Phone  21 7-762-3446 

*  Hybridizer  and  Grower 

TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  and 

Siberian  Irises 

Tetraploid  Memerocallis 

Lilacs  and  Peonies  for  pickup  from 
nursery  only 

Please  send  $1 .00  for  descriptive 
price  list. 

J  &  L  IRIS 

2640  N.  Bluff  -  Wichita,  KS  67220 
Specializing  in  Miniature  and 

Standard  Dwarf  Bearded  Irises 
Catalogue  available  for  a 
stamped,  self-addressed  envelope 

Jim  Fry 

Knee -Deep  in  June 

708  N.  10th  St. 

St.  Joseph,  MO  64501 

Mitch  Jameson  —  Reggie  Edelman 

A  selection  of  fine  bearded  Iris 

Catalog  —  $1.00  —  Deductible 

THE  IRIS  POND 

TB  •  IB  •  MTB  •  SDB  •  Rebioomers 
Siberian  •  JA  •  Species 

Send  $1 .00  for  list 

CLARENCE  MAHAN 

731 1  Churchill  Rd.,  McLean,  VA  22101 

Iris  and  Daylily  Hybrids 

LAST  SCENT  FARM 

P.O.  Box  100 
Newcastle,  OK  73065 

Catalog  —  $1.00 

Chris  Vizvarie 

IRIS  TEST  GARDENS 

1010  Highland  Park  Drive 
College  Place,  WA  99324 

Home  of  exotic  and  exclusive  double  rimmers. 

Catalog  50<: 

KEITH  KEPPEL 

BO.  Box  8173 
Stockton,  CA  95208 

Specializing  in  the  newest 
tall  beardeds  and  medians 

1992 

Introductions  Of 
iwjlL  /  #  doe  Gatty 

•  Keith  Keppel 

\\  Si  ^pment 

Wl  iW/  Send  $1.00,  Deductible 
y\l§J/  from  First  Order,  for 

\W  Catalogue  with  Pedigrees 

LAURIE'S  GARDEN 

Lorena  M.  Reid 

Japanese  and  Siberian  Irises 

Cal-Sibes,  Evansia,  Water  Irises, 
other  beardless  species  &  hybrids 
Domestic  only 

List  in  Spring  for  1st  class  stamp 

41886  McKenzie  Hwy. 
Springfield,  OR  97478 

Little  Valley  Ranch 

9087  Steele  Canyon  Rd 

Napa,  CA  94558 

We  Specialize  in  quality 

TB  Irises  at  affordable  prices 

Send  for  FREE  catalog. 

116 


Lone  Star 

IRIS  GARDENS 

Specializing  in  Louisiana  Irises 

Our  1992  Catalog,  one  of  the 
most  complete  and  comprehensive 
ever  offered,  lists  more  than  300 
Louisiana  Iris  hybrids  and  species. 

Our  offerings  range  from  classic, 
hard-to-find  cultivars  to  many  of  the 
most  recent  tetraploids  and  introduc¬ 
tions  from  Australia.  The  catalog  is 
$2.  Please  write  for  yours  today. 

J.  Farron  Campbell  •  Dennis  Vercher 
Proprietors 

5637  Saddleback  Road  •  Garland  TX  75043 


P.O.  Box  19;  Boulder,  CO  80306 
Since  1905 

Iris  from  the  "Top  of  the  World" 

Featuring  Iris  from:  Magee, 
Durrance,  Hoage,  Lyons, 
Jorgensen,  and  others 


LORRAINE'S 
IRIS  PATCH 

2026  Rd  11  N.W. 
Quincy,  WA  98848 
Dykes  and  many  older  Iris  at 
most  reasonable  prices. 

Price  list  on  request 


— — — — x 

i||brettafs 

Iris  Garden 

1412  Tungsten 
Truth  or  Consequences,  NM  87901 

650  Verities 

Featuring  MDB,  SDB,  IB, 
BB,MTB,  TB  &  Arilbred 

Send  500  &  SASE  for  Price  List , 

_ _ _ _ _ y 

LOUISIANA  NURSERY 

Ken,  Belle,  Albert  and  Dalton  Durio 

CHOICE 

LOUISIANA  IRISES 

TETRAPLOID  AND  DIPLOID 

Our  new  7  5 -page  Louisiana  Iris  and 
Daylliy  catalog  is  available  for  $3.00 
per  copy— deductible  from  your  first 
catalog  order.  It  describes  over  1000 
of  the  most  advanced  tetraploid  and 
diploid  daylilies  and  Louisiana  irises 
available  anywhere.  It  also  lists  over 
100  hard  to  find  bulbs  and  related 
plants.  Cultural  instructions  in¬ 
cluded. 

RT.  7  BOX  43 

OPELOUSAS,  LOUISIANA  70570 


M.  A.  D.  GARDEN 

Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  introductions  only 

4828  Jella  Way 
North  Highlands,  CA  95660 

See  our  ad  in  April  Bulletin 


MANCHESTER  GARDEN 

614  Nandale  Ln.  Manchester,  MO  63021 
Irises  •  Daylilies  •  Peonies 
Introductions  of  Ann  Probst 
Many  varieties — bearded  and  beardless 
Historic  to  recent  introductions 
Catalog  on  request 
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Listing  the  newest  in  Tall  Bearded  and 
Median  irises  with  descriptions. 

“Hardy  irises  from  northern  Nebraska" 

MAPLE  TREE  GARDENS 

Larry  L.  Harder 
P.O.  Box  547 
Ponca,  Nebraska  68770 


Send  500  for  catalog 


Beautiful 

MARISUE  IRIS  GARDENS 

386  Dorothy  Drive 
Plainwell,  Ml  49080 
Ph.  616/685-1459 

Over  300  select  varieties  of  hardy  tall 
bearded  at  competitive  prices.  All 
stock  licensed  and  inspected  by 
Mich.  Dept,  of  Agriculture. 

For  current  catalogue,  send  $1.00  for 
postage  and  handling. 


cTVIafyott's 

Qafdeps 

You  are  cordially  invited  to 
visit  our  one  acre  display 
garden  during  bloom  season. 
Call  for  information. 

1073  BIRD  AVE. 

SAN  JOSE,  CA  95125 
(408)  971-0444 


The  Arilbred 
Specialists 


Catalog  $ 1.00 
Refunded  on  First  Order 


McAllister's  Iris  Gardens 
P.O.  Box  112 
Fairacres,  NM  88033 


COLOR 

CATALOG 

Medians  •  Tall  Bearded 
$2.00  on  request 
Foreign  ($4.00) 

Mid-America 
Gardens 

of  Paul  Black 


MELROSE  GARDENS 

309  Best  Road  South 
Stockton,  CA  95215 

$1.00  for  our  THIRD  ANNUAL 
FAREWELL  CATALOG  in  COLOR 
listing  only  our  TALL  BEARDED  and 
REBLOOMING  IRIS 
INTRODUCTIONS  for  1992  and 
three  previous  years.  See  our  ads  in 
the  January  and  April  Bulletins. 

Ben  R.  Hager  and  Sid  DuBose 


3409  N.  Geraldine 
Oklahoma  City,  OK. 
73112 


COPY  DEADLINES 

January  issue . Oct.  15 


April  issue  . . . 
July  issue  . .  . 
October  issue 


Jan.  15 
Apr.  15 
July  15 
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MILLAR  MOUNTAIN  NURSERY 

Specializing  in  beardless  Irises  and  Hostas 

Japanese,  Siberian  and  Species  Irises. 

5086  McLay  Road 
R.R.  3  Duncan,  B.C. 

Canada  V9L  2X1 


Catalogue  $2.00 


U.S.  cheques  accepted! 


NEWBURN’S 
IRIS  GARDENS 

1415  Meadow  Dale  Drive 
Lincoln,  NE  68505 

Growing  over  1,000  varieties  of  tall 
bearded  irises. 

Some  new  and  many  older  irises  at  rea¬ 
sonable  prices. 

Price  List  on  Request 


Miller ’b  Manor 

(hardens 


Roger  and  Lynda  Miller 
3167  E.  U.S.  224 
Ossian,  IN  46777 

MDBs,  Medians 
TBs,  Siberians 
Newest  irises  at  affordable  prices 

Send  stamp  for  catalog 


NICHOLLS  GARDENS 

Japanese 
Rebloomers 
Siberian- Species 
LA-Median-TB 
Also  Daylilies 

4724  Angus  Dr.,  Gainesville,  VA  22065 
Catalog  $1.00  refundable 


H 


s 


TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 


Jack  &  Phyllis  Dickey 
(707)  433-8408 


California  Certified  Nursery 
5080  West  Soda  Rock  Ln. 
Healdsburg,  CA  95448 


Catalog  $1.00  refundable  with  order 


eAlo/ttli  ^Ptne  <9ftts  Qahde as 

Mary  Ferguson 

P.O.  Box  595  Norfolk,  NE  68701 

Newer  TB  and  Median  Irises 


Iris  Wind  Chimes 
Iris  Clapper  for  your 
Chimes 

Iris  Windsocks,  hand 
painted,  personalized 
And  other  iris  items 


Send  52y  stamp  for  price  list. 


NORTH  FORTY  PERENNIALS 

Jared  Harris 
3088  S.  Hwy.  89-91 
College  Ward,  Utah  84321 
Growing  and  cold-testing  TB  varieties  yearly. 
Open  to  public  during  bloom  season. 

List  $1.00  refunded  with  order 


COPY  DEADLINES 

January  issue  . Oct.  15 

April  issue  . Jan.  15 

July  issue . Apr.  15 

October  issue  . July  15 
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OHIO  GARDENS 

102  Laramie  Road 
Marietta,  OH  45750 

Featuring  MTBs  of 

Mary  Louise  Dunderman 
and  W.  Terry  Varner 

Large  selection  of  MTBs 

Catalog  filled 
with  many  helpful  hints 

Send  $100  for  catalog 

PLEASURE  IRIS  GARDENS 
of 

Mrs.  Henry  (Luella)  Danielson 
425  East  Luna 

Chaparral,  New  Mexico  88021 

I  will  be  introducing  irises  for  the  late 
Henry  Danielson 

ARIL  and  ARILBRED  IRISES 

Since  1941 

See  our  ad  in  the 

January  Bulletin. 

Catalog  —  $1.00 

PEDERSON'S  IRIS  PATCH 

JW 

j r 

^  Portable  ($$lctes 

Sibley,  Dazey 

North  Dakota  58429 

Iris  Capitol 
of  North  Dakota 

Pacific  Coast  Native  and 
species  irises. 

Quality  Rhizomes 
at  Competitive  Prices 

Please  send  stamp  for  price  list 

First  class  stamp  for  listing. 

2087  Curtis  Drive 
Penngrove,  CA  94951 

RIALTO  GARDENS 

John  Weiler 

1146  W.  Rialto 

Fresno,  CA  93705 

garden5 

Growing  over  1,460  varieties. 
Specializing  in  TBs  of  recent 
introduction.  Cold  hardy  stock. 

DISTINCTIVE  WEILER  IRIS 

Our  Own  Tall  Bearded 

And  Reblooming  SDB 

& 

Full  Line  of  Rebloomers 

TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB 

List  on  Request 

Send  $2.00  for  descriptive  (non¬ 
color)  catalog.  (Deductible  from 
first  order). 

114  Miller  Circle 

Granite  Falls,  MN  56241 

Phone:  (612)  564-4406 

RODERICK 

IRIS  &  DAYLILY  GARDEN 

Route  2,  Box  2199 

Farmington,  MO  63640 

Featuring  Roderick  and  Stevens  irises 

Send  first  class  stamp  for  price  list 
(Please  note  new  address) 
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-^Beardedj^ 

Send  $2.00  for  color  catalog 
(Deductible  from  1st  order) 
Our  72  page  catalog  features 
a  color  photo  of  every  flower 
we  offer. 


£ chlielelt  Cj aliens 

SINCE  1935 

09515  HWY,  50,  MURDOCK,  NE  68407-2041 

Collection  of  all  Dykes  available 
Send  self-addressed  stamped 
for  price  list 


3342  W.  Orangewood 
Phoenix ,  AZ  85051 

BEARDED-LOUISIANA-SPURIA 

Featuring  introductions  of 
Don  Shepard 
Bernard  Hamner 
Floyd  Wickenkamp 
Charles  Jenkins 
Beverly  Dopke 

GUARANTEED  QUALITY— 1000  Choices 
Send  1st  class  stamp  for  catalog 


SINGING  HILLS  FARM 

7232  S.  Garrison  CL 
Littleton,  Colorado  80123 


Beautiful  Iris  for  Distinctive  Homes 


3629  Quinaby  Road,  Salem,  Oregon  97303 


Fine  Irises  for  discerning  collectors. 


Add  beautiful  iris  to  your  landscape 
Write  for  your  FREE  copy  of  our  1992 
Iris  catalog.  Catalog  will  be  mailed  after 
March  10th.  We  guarantee  all  our  plants 
to  grow. 


GROWERS  ~  HYBRIDIZERS  - 
ORIGINATORS 

America’s  Finest  Iris  Catalog,  accurate 
color  illustrations,  a  treasure  trove  of 
information. 

$3.00  (Deductible  from  1st  order) 


SOLO 

IRIS  GARDENS 

EO.  Box  210 
Solo,  MO  65564 

Growers  of  Tall  Bearded  Irises 
(Outstanding  in  our  field) 
Large  selection 

FREE  CATALOG  ON  REQUEST 
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SPANISH  FORK  IRIS  GARDENS 

Darlene  Pinegar 
40  South  200  West 
Spanish  Fork,  Utah  84660 

Send  first  class  stamp  for  descriptive  list 
of  TB,  Median  and  Arilbred  irises. 


SPRUCE  GARDENS 

RR  #2  Box  101 
Wisner  NE  68791 
900+  choice  newer  tall  bearded  irises 
100+  Medians 


500  Tall 
Bearded 
Varieties 
200  Medians 

Descriptive 
Catalog  $1.00 


SUNSET 

IRIS  GARDEN 

269  SUNSET  RD.  S.  W. 
ALBUQUERQUE,  NEW  MEXICO 
87105 


O  mis  GARDENS  ^ 

2536  Old  Highway 
Cathey’s  Valley,  CA  95306 


“California-quality”  stock 
at  very  reasonable  prices 


Most  bearded  classes  including 
rebloomers,  histories,  and 
arilbreds 


Send  two  first-class  stamps  for 
descriptive  catalog 


URANIUM 

COUNTRY  GARDENS 

728-1675  Road 
Delta,  CO  81416 

NEWEST  VARIETIES  AND 
CLASSICS  INCLUDING 
DYKES  MEDAL  WINNERS 


Sara  Doonan,  Master  Gardener 


Reasonable  prices.  List  50# 


U/i  umber 

George  &  Margaret  Sutton 
16592  Road  208 
Porterville,  CA  93257 

Catalog  SI 00,  refunded  with  order 


PLANT  MARKERS 

A  unique  and  attractive  tag.  All 
metal  and  long  lasting.  Permanent 
and  economical. 

Perfect  for  Iris 

Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  for  description,  price  list 
and  picture. 

F.  R.  CINRGH 

37  Oaknoll  Road 
Wilmington,  Delaware  19808 
(302)  944-2328 
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TB’S  PLACE 

1513  Ernie  Lane 
Grand  Prairie,  TX  75052 

Texas  tails,  Texas  tough 
Rhizomes  you  would  be  proud  of .  .  . 

VAGABOND  GARDENS 

of 

Frank  J.  Foster 

Tall  Bearded,  Mediand 
and  Rebloomers 


New  Location 


THE  WILD 
MOUNTAIN  THYME 

486  Skiff  St. 

North  Haven,  CT  06473 


Tall  Bearded,  Arilbred,  Siberian, 
Japanese,  &  Species  Irises 
Write  for  catalog 


YORK  IIILL  FARM 


Catalog  $1.00  -  Refunded  on  First  Order 


5916  Pleasantview  Lane 
Two  Rivers ,  Wisconsin  54241 


Bearded  &  Beardless 
Iris  Designs 

WEARABLE 
IRIS  ART 

Shirts,  Totes,  Transfers,  Etc. 

CLUB  NAME  OR  LOGO 

Special  designs  considered 


DISTINCTIVE  PERENNIALS 
(Ek  QUALITY  IRISES 


Specializing  In: 

JAPANESE  &  SIBERIAN  IRISES. 
UNCOMMON  HOSTAS.  DAYIJUES 
and  HERITAGE  ROSES 


Descriptive 
Catalog 
$1.00 
Simply  the 
’‘Best"  Cultivars! 


271  N.  HAVERHILL  RD. 
KENSINGTON,  N.  H.  03833 


SASE  for  INFO: 

Donna  Aldridge 
Aldridge  Studios 
7503  17.  54  Terr . 
Overland  Park  KS  66202 


(U  S  ihipmenit  oniyj 

COPY  DEADLINES 

January  issue  .....  Oct.  15 

April  issue  . Jan.  15 

July  issue  . . . Apr.  15 

October  issue  . July  15 
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REGIONS  AND  REGIONAL  VICE  PRESIDENTS 


1 —  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island:  Mrs.  Maurice  B.  Pope,  Jr.,  39  Highland  Avenue,  Gorham, 
ME  04038 

2  —  New  York:  Carl  M.  O’Shea,  Route  4,  Box  461 ,  Reservoir  Road,  Clinton, 
NY  13323 

3 —  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware:  Larry  Westfall,  60  Downing  Road,  Down- 
ingtown,  PA  19335 

4  —  Maryland,  District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and  North  Car¬ 

olina:  Mrs.  Andrew  C.  Warner,  1 681 5  Falls  Road,  Upperco,  MD  21 1 55 

5  —  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida  and  Puerto  Rico:  Mrs.  A.  D.  Wilder,  802 

Camellia  Drive,  Anderson,  SC  29621 

6  —  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan:  Mrs.  Anthony  Wiliott,  26231  Shaker  Blvd., 

Beachwood,  OH  44122 

7  —  Tennessee  and  Kentucky:  Mrs.  Donald  R.  King,  1017  Scramblers 

Knob,  Franklin,  TN  37064 

8 — Minnesota  and  Wisconsin:  Dr.  Norman  Frisch,  3565  Bambi  Lane, 
Oshkosh,  Wl,  54904 

9  —  Illinois:  C.  J.  Simon,  1 0  S.  122  Lorraine  Drive,  Hinsdale,  IL  60521 

10  — Louisiana:  Albert  W.  Ernst,  214  Birch  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70506 

11  — Idaho,  Montana  and  Wyoming:  Carryl  Meyer,  2532  Highwood  Drive, 

Missoula,  MT  59803 

12 — Utah:  Mrs.  Willard  Done,  1605  South,  800  East,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT 
84105 

13  — Washington,  Oregon  and  Alaska:  Lyle  Fort,  2157  Hoxie,  Richland,  WA 

99352  ~ 

14  — Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Flawaii:  Bryce  Williamson,  P.O.  Box 

972,  Campbell,  CA  95009 

15  — Southern  California  and  Arizona:  Mrs.  D.  L.  Shepard,  3342  W.  Orange- 

wood,  Phoenix,  AZ  85051 

1 6  —  Canada:  Gloria  McMillen,  R.R.  #1 ,  Norwich,  Ontario,  Canada  N0J  IPO. 
17 — Texas:  Jim  Keefe,  2100  Tarleton,  Midland,  TX  79707 

18  — Kansas  and  Missouri:  Riley  Probst,  418  N.  Van  Buren,  St.  Louis,  MO 
63122 

19 — New  Jersey  and  Staten  Island:  Nancy  Szmuriga,  444  S.  5th  Ave., 
Highland  Park,  NJ  08904 

20  — Colorado:  David  G.  Miller,  14425  West  48th  Ave.,  Golden,  CO  80401 

21  — Iowa,  Nebraska,  South  Dakota  and  North  Dakota:  Opal  Wulf,  7172  S. 

70th  Street,  Route  9,  Lincoln,  NE  68516 

22  — Arkansas  and  Oklahoma:  Paul  W.  Gossett,  4107  E.  2nd  Place,  Tulsa, 

OK  74112 

23  —  New  Mexico:  Doug  Goodnight,  1 005  Gamblin  Lane,  Hobbs,  NM  88240 

24  — Alabama  and  Mississippi:  T.  A.  Gilliam,  2022  Rodgers  Dr.  NE,  Hunts¬ 

ville,  AL  3581 1 
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NICHOLLS  GARDENS 


CAPITOL  DANDY 

(Ackerman  92) 
Japanese  Iris 

$35.00 


SEPTEMBER  REPLAY 

(Frank  Jones  92) 
Remontant 
Tall  Bearded  Iris 

$35.00 


NICHOLLS  GARDENS 

4724  Angus  Drive 
Gainesville ,  VA  22065 


Please  add,  $3.50  Shipping 
Catalog  $1.00 


ENSATA  GARDENS 


ENSATA  GARDENS  welcomes  you  to  come  visit  our  one 
acre  commercial  plantings  and  two  acres  of  landscape 
plantings.  Our  Siberians  bloom  in  early  June  and  the 
Japanese  peak  in  late  June.  This  year  we  invite  you  to 
"Kalamazoo  in  ’92'\  the  National  Japanese  Iris  Conven¬ 
tion  (June  26-27)--five  display  gardens  of  Japanese  Iris. 


Our  1992  color  catalog  ($2)  will  feature  200  varieties  of 
Japanese  iris ,  including  the  following  introductions : 

CALAMARI  (Jill  Copeland  ’92)  3F.  Violet  Stds.;  White  sanded  Falls. 
ENGELTJE  (Jim  Copeland,  Jr.  ’92)  3F.  White;  violet  rim  on  Stds. 
ROSY  SUNRISE  (Adolph  Vogt  ’92)  6F.  Lavender  pink;  darker  halo. 
VERMILLION  SUNSET  (Adolph  Vogt  ’92)  3F.  Red  violet;  white  rays. 


9823  E. MICHIGAN  AYE. 


GALESBURG,  MI  49053 
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CELEBRATE  SUMMER  WITH  “IRIS  FANTASY” 

by  Artist:  Leon  White 


“IRIS  FANTASY”  is  printed  on  fine  pH  neutral  paper.  Each  print 
is  Titled,  Numbered,  and  Signed  in  an  edition  of  950  plus  50 
artist  s  proofs.  The  image  is  20"  x  28".  Each  print  comes  with  an 
artist  biography  and  a  certificate  of  authenticity.  These  are  the  Old 
Fashioned  Bearded  Irises,  painted  from  my  grandparents’ 
garden. 

Prints  are  $45.00  plus  $5.00  postage 

LEON  WHITE  STUDIO 
900  Nob  Hill  Ave.  N.  -  #205 
Seattle,  WA  98109 
(206)  284-7318 

Wholesale  to  art  dealers ,  frame  shops,  garden  shops  and 


nurseries. 
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Iris  season  ’92  is  nearing  its  finale.  The  remontants  are  still  promising  the  joys 
of  flowering  cultivars.  Various  reports  from  some  areas  indicate  Mother  Nature 
has  again  frustrated  many  gardeners  with  the  weather  extremes  of  winter  and 
spring.  The  consequence  was  the  loss  of  many  bloomstalks  and  a  few  plants.  It 
should  be  interesting  to  see  the  influence  this  will  have  on  Awards  results. 

“Region  Five  Comes  Alive  in  ’92”  did  just  that  this  May  as  the  members  hosted 
the  AIS  Convention!  The  warm  hospitality  of  the  Deep  South  prevailed  from 
greetings  to  farewells.  The  long,  dedicated  efforts  of  the  committee  were  evident 
in  all  aspects  of  the  conclave.  We,  officers,  directors  and  guests,  are  grateful  to  all 
who  had  a  part  in  this  meeting  and  tours.  It  was  most  enjoyable. 

Special  attention  is  called  to  a  very  important  event  of  the  British  Iris  Society. 
1992  marks  the  70th  anniversary  of  its  founding.  A  special  celebration  was  held  at 
Cannington  from  May  23rd  through  27th.  Congratulatory  greetings  were  sent  to 
our  British  counterparts  on  this  important  occasion.  The  British  Iris  Society 
generously  sponsors  the  Dykes  Medals  of  the  American  Iris  Society  and  the  Iris 
Society  of  Australia  each  year.  The  Dykes  Memorial  Medal  is  a  major  goal  for  our 
hybridizers  and  continues  to  be  a  very  important  part  of  our  awards  system. 

The  1993  Tall  Bearded  Symposium  Ballot  is  included  with  this  Bulletin.  Please 
vote  and  send  it  to  your  RVP  before  the  deadline.  The  Symposium  results  are  very 
important  to  many  members,  especially  newcomers  that  use  this  as  a  guide  to  the 
cultivars  that  are  hardy  in  their  area.  Many  regions  report  the  regional  results  in 
their  bulletin  and  newsletter.  It  is  regretful  many  members  fail  to  participate. 

During  the  past  several  months  the  Iris  world  has  been  saddened  by  the  deaths 
of  several  prominent  hybridizers  and  devoted  members.  They  have  left  us  a 
legacy  of  beauty  that  will  continue  to  enchant  us  for  a  long  time.  We  mourn  their 
loss  along  with  families  and  close  friends. 

The  American  Iris  Society  continues  to  be  a  viable  horticultural  organization 
because  of  the  generous  and  freely  given  time  many  persons  contribute  without 
fanfare.  AIS  Secretary,  Committee  Chairpersons,  Officers,  Directors,  special 
committee  members,  compensated  personnel  and  many  others  are  contributing 
many  more  hours  of  service  than  one  can  comprehend.  As  President,  I  wish  to 
acknowledge  their  efforts  and  appreciate  their  devotion  to  duties. 
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ANNUAL  PRESIDENTIAL  LETTER 


The  American  Iris  Society 
July  1, 1992 

Each  year  the  terms  of  office  expire  for  one-third  of  the  twelve  directors  of  The 
American  Iris  Society,  and  four  are  elected  to  fill  these  positions.  As  provided  in 
the  AIS  bylaws,  a  five-member  Personnel  Committee  recommends  to  the  AIS 
Board  of  Directors  the  candidates  for  nominations  as  directors.  The  Personnel 
Committee  consists  of  two  directors  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  two  RVPs 
elected  by  the  Board  of  Counselors,  and  one  Section  member  selected  by  the 
Section  Advisory  Board. 

As  approved  during  the  spring,  1992,  meeting  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  two  incum¬ 
bent  directors  eligible  for  an  additional  term  were  renominated,  and  in  addition, 
Larry  Harder  and  Melody  Wilhoit  were  nominated  to  complete  the  slate  of  four. 
Therefore,  approved  in  accordance  with  the  AIS  bylaws,  the  nominees  are: 

For  regular  three-year  terms  expiring  in  1995: 

Larry  Harder 
O.  David  Niswonger 
Olive  Rice  Waters 
Melody  Wilhoit 

The  bylaws  provide  that  nominees  may  be  made  by  any  forty  members  of 
whom  not  more  than  fifteen  may  be  located  in  any  one  region.  Such  additional 
nominations  must  be  received  by  the  AIS  Secretary  on  or  before  September  1, 
1992.  Should  additional  nominations  be  made,  a  ballot  on  which  all  nominees 
are  listed  will  be  mailed  on  or  before  October  1,  1992,  to  all  AIS  members  and 
must  be  received  by  the  AIS  Secretary  or  Election  Committee  (if  one  is  appoint¬ 
ed)  on  or  before  November  1,  1992.  If  there  are  no  nominations  in  addition  to 
those  listed  above,  issuance  of  a  ballot  may  be  omitted. 

Kenneth  W.  Waite,  President 


YOUTH  VIEWS 

Jean  E.  Morris 

1992  Youth  Achievement  Awards 

Congratulations  to  Michael  McCarthy,  age  17,  of  Lakewood,  Colorado,  the 
winner  of  this  year’s  Clarke  Cosgrove  Memorial  Award  for  Youth  Achievement. 
Mike  has  been  an  enthusiastic  participant  in  and  promoter  of  the  American  Iris 
Society  since  1983.  He  has  an  impressive  list  of  show  awards  including  youth 
silver  medal,  youth  best  of  show  and  overall  best  of  show  in  competition  with 
adults.  He  has  been  an  AIS  judge  since  1990.  Mike  is  a  willing  worker  in  Region 
20  and  in  his  local  club.  He  visits  many  gardens  each  year  in  order  to  see,  evaluate 
and  appreciate  irises.  Also,  Mike  grows  and  maintains  his  own  iris  planting. 
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Several  members  of  Region  20  nominated  Mike,  and  each  one  expressed 
appreciation  for  Mike’s  positive  attitude  and  genuine  willingness  to  help  with  any 
task,  large  or  small,  important  or  menial.  A  thorough  iris  knowledge,  a  hard 
worker,  a  friendly  personality  and  a  winning  smile  are  phrases  used  by  Mike’s 
nominators.  The  following  was  also  said.  “I  can’t  remember  a  show,  a  tour,  a 
meeting,  a  sale  without  Mike’s  presence  and  interest.”  “.  .  .  it  seems  he  has 
always  been  there.  ”  “I  can  think  of  no  other  region  member  who  attended  more 
regional  functions  and  participated  in  more  regional  activities  than  Mike.” 

The  first  runner-up  in  this  year’s  contest  is  17  year  old  Danny  Watson  from 
Milledgeville,  Georgia.  This  young  man  has  been  an  AIS  member  since  kinder¬ 
garten,  growing  up  among  the  irises  in  his  family’s  garden.  Danny  now  grows  his 
own  irises  and  also  helps  his  grandmother  maintain  her  iris  beds.  He  has  enjoyed 
success  at  shows  in  Region  5,  winning  ribbons,  certificates,  youth  silver  medal, 
best  youth  design  and  best  youth  horticulture.  Danny  always  talks  up  AIS  to 
others,  even  having  appeared  on  television  to  promote  the  youth  section  of  his 
local  show.  Many  had  the  opportunity  to  meet  Danny  this  year  at  the  AIS 
Convention  as  his  family  garden  was  on  tour. 

Kurt  Latimer  of  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  is  the  second  runner-up.  Kurt  who 
is  16  years  old,  maintains  his  own  garden  and  is  actively  working  on  hybridizing. 
He  is  a  student  judge,  and  grows  several  types  of  irises  including  arils  and 
arilbreds.  He  has  many  show  awards  to  his  credit  including  section  certificates, 
and  best  of  show.  Kurt  is  an  active,  industrious  and  admirable  AIS  member. 

All  of  these  youth  members  possess  fine  qualities  we  should  all  emulate.  They 
are  all  friendly,  willing  and  enthusiastic  ambassadors  for  AIS.  If  you  are  feeling  a 
bit  burned  out  after  the  whirlwind  of  spring  iris  activity,  take  a  lesson  from  these 
outstanding  youth  members.  Think  young! 

WHAT  IS  IRIS  GERMANICA? 

Norlan  C.  Henderson  (Missouri) 

Whenever  a  revision  of  any  group  of  plants  is  undertaken,  all  available  evi¬ 
dence  must  be  taken  into  consideration:  historical,  morphological,  geographical, 
ecological,  cytological,  genetic  and  chemical.  In  the  genus  Iris,  in  which  so  much 
interspecific  hybridization  has  been  done  so  as  to  eliminate  or  merge  many  of  the 
diagnostic  species  differences,  it  becomes  increasingly  difficult.  This  is  especially 
true  with  Iris  germanica. 

Principle  III  of  the  International  Rules  of  Botanical  Nomenclature  states,  “The 
nomenclature  of  a  taxonomic  group  is  based  upon  priority  of  publication.  ” 

Article  13.1.  “Valid  publication  of  names  for  plants  of  the  different  groups  is 
treated  as  beginning  at  the  following  dates  (for  each  group  a  work  is  mentioned 
which  is  treated  as  having  been  published  on  the  date  given  for  that  group): 

Non-fossil  plants: 

(a)  SPERMATOPHYTA  (Anthophyta)  and  PTERIDOPHYTA,  1  May,  1753 
(Linnaeus,  Species  Plantarum  ed.  1). 

Linnaeus  (1753)  named  and  described  eighteen  species  of  Iris: 
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Iris  susiana 

Iris  versicolor 

Iris  germanica 

Iris  virginica 

Iris  aphylla 

Iris  spuria 

Iris  variegata 

Iris  graminea 

Iris  biflora 

Iris  verna 

Iris  puilma 

Iris  tuberosa 

iris  pseudacorus 

Iris  xiphium 

Iris  foetidissima 

Iris  persica 

Iris  sibirica 

Iris  sisyrinchium 

Miller  (1768)  moved  Iris  tuberosa  to  Hermodactylus  tuberosus.  This  change  is 

accepted  as  valid.  One  other  species  is  now  recognized  in  Hermodactylus. 

Parlatore  (1854)  moved  Iris  sisyrinchium  to  Gynandriris  sisyrinchium.  Gold- 
blatt  (1980)  now  recognizes  nine  species  in  the  Genus  Gynandriris. 

Dykes  (1913),  in  a  critical  examination  of  the  Linnaean  descriptions  and 
herbarium  specimens,  noted  that  the  specimens  of  Iris  biflora  were  made  up  to 
two  different  species;  part  were  Iris  aphylla  and  the  remainder  corresponded 
completely  with  those  of  Iris  subbiflora  of  Brotero  (1804).  I.  biflora,  then  becomes 
a  synonym  of  both  /.  aphylla  and  I.  subbiflora.  Lawrence  (1953)  recognizes  the 
Linnaean  I.  biflora  (as  valid  for  that  portion  of  the  type  specimen)  and  reduces  /. 
subbiflora  to  synonymy  under  it.  A  logical  conclusion  could  be  accepted  for  either 
of  these  dispositions,  but  Mathew  (1981)  accepts  that  of  Dykes. 

Although  attempts  have  been  made  to  take  other  species  out  of  this  list  and 
place  them  in  other  genera,  most  authors  recognize  15  of  the  Linnaean  species  as 
valid  species  of  the  genus  Iris.  From  these  15  in  1753,  many  hundreds  of  species 
have  been  proposed  in  these  nearly  250  years.  For  the  most  part,  these  have  been 
carefully  studied  and  most  of  them  reduced  to  synonymy.  Mathew  (1988)  recog¬ 
nizes  280  species  as  valid,  i.e.  properly  published,  typified,  and  compared  to 
others  previously  published. 

As  more  and  more  Irises  became  known,  it  also  became  obvious  that  some 
were  more  closely  related  to  each  other  than  to  others  in  the  genus.  Researchers 
began  to  group  them  in  such  a  way  as  to  express  these  relationships.  This 
occurred,  not  only  as  far  as  the  genus  Iris  is  concerned,  but  also  for  other  genera  in 
the  Iris  family.  Mathew  (1981)  on  page  13  says,  “It  is  probably  safe  to  say  that  there 
are  nearly  as  many  different  classifications  as  there  are  botanists  who  have  studied 
the  subject.” 

Article  7.1.  “The  application  of  names  of  taxa  of  the  rank  of  family  or  below  is 
determined  by  means  of  nomenclatural  types.  The  application  of  names  of  taxa  in 
the  higher  ranks  is  also  determined  by  types  when  the  names  are  ultimately  based 
on  generic  names.” 

Article  7.3.  “A  holotype  is  the  one  specimen  or  other  element  used  by  the 
author  or  designated  by  him  as  the  nomenclatural  type.  As  long  as  a  holotype  is 
extant,  it  automatically  fixes  the  application  of  the  name  concerned.” 

Article  7.4.  “If  no  holotype  was  indicated  by  the  author  who  described  a  taxon, 
or  when  the  holotype  has  been  lost  or  destroyed,  a  lectotype  as  a  substitute  for  it 
may  be  designated.” 
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Article  7.5.  “A  lectotype  is  a  specimen  or  other  element  selected  from  the 
original  material  to  serve  as  a  nomenclatural  type  when  no  holotype  was  indi¬ 
cated  at  the  time  of  publication  or  as  long  as  it  is  missing.  ” 

Article  8.1.  “The  author  who  first  designates  a  lecto-type  must  be  followed,  but 
his  choice  is  superseded  if  the  holotype  or  any  of  the  original  material  is  re¬ 
discovered;  it  may  also  be  superseded  if  it  can  be  shown  that  it  is  in  serious  conflict 
with  the  protologue.  (Everything  associated  with  a  name  at  its  valid  publication. )  ” 
Since  no  type  species  was  named  for  the  genus  Iris  by  Linneaus,  a  lectotype  Iris 
germanica  was  designed  by  Britton  and  Brown  in  1913.  (Although  Lawrence 
states  that  it  was  designated  as  the  type  by  M.  L.  Greene  in  1935,  the  Index 
Nominum  Genericorum  (Plantarum)  1979  accepts  this  lectotype  but  gives  credit 
to  Britton  and  Brown.)  This  species,  then,  becomes  the  type  not  only  for  the 
genus  Iris,  and  for  all  of  the  subgeneric  ranks  to  which  it  belongs:  Subgenus  Iris 
and  Section  Iris,  as  well  as  the  Family  IRIDACEAE,  Subfamily  IRIDOIDEAE, 
Tribe  IRIDEAE,  and  Subtribe  IRIDINEAE.  Thus  it  becomes  important  that  we 
designate  precisely  what  this  species  is. 

In  order  to  understand  what  Linnaeus  intended  in  his  very  brief  descriptions,  it 
is  often  necessary  to  go  back  to  the  pre-Linnaean  literature.  In  his  description  of 
Iris  germanica,  Linnaeus  quotes  five  previous  publications  (including  two  of  his 
own)  in  order  to  validate  it:  Hortus  Cliffortianus  (1737)  and  Hortus  Upsaliensis 
vol.  1  (1748).  In  addition  he  lists  the  Materia  Medica  of  Dioscorides  (First  Century, 
A.D.),  Royen’s  Flora  Leydensis  Frodromus  Lugduni  Batavorum  (1740)  and 
refers  to  Bauhin’s  Pinax  Theatri  Botanici  (1623). 

Dykes  in  “The  Genus  Iris”  says,  “Bauhin’s  account  is  not,  however,  first  hand, 
for  he  quotes  Valerius  Cordus’  Historia  Plantarum  (1561).  Cordus  in  fact  de¬ 
scribes  two  plants,  the  first  of  which  he  calls  satiua  or  vulgaris  and  the  second 
silvestris.  He  distinguishes  them  by  saying  that  the  former  has  leaves  that  remain 
green  throughout  the  winter,  which  is  a  characteristic  of  I.  germanica,  while 
silvestris  has  no  leaves  in  winter,  a  six-grooved  ovary,  a  shorter  stem  and  more 
purple  flowers.  He  adds  also  that  it  blooms  three  weeks  earlier  than  sativa.  This 
Iris  silvestris  is  almost  certainly  Iris  aphylla  L.” 

Dykes,  regarding  Iris  germanica,  stated,  “All  the  known  forms  of  the  Iris  have 
been  found  growing  either  in  semi-cultivated  conditions  or  in  such  positions  that 
they  might  easily  have  escaped  from  cultivation.  No  undoubtedly  wild  specimens 
are  known.” 

Wister  (1927)  said,  “It  will  be  well  to  review  very  briefly  the  steps  by  which  the 
Wild  Iris  of  Italy,  Iris  pallida  was  combined  with  the  Wild  Iris  of  Hungary,  Iris 
variegata  to  build  up  the  most  popular  race  of  Iris  of  today,  the  Tall  Bearded  Iris, 
commonly  though  erronously  called  German  Iris.  Many  hybrids  of  these  two 
species  have  been  found  in  nature  and  were  collected  and  grown  by  Dutch  and 
French  nurserymen  in  the  eighteenth  century.  Between  1830  and  1850  gardeners 
began  to  sow  seeds  of  these  forms  which  rapidly  brought  forth  hundreds  of  new 
Iris,  and  this  haphazard  sowing  of  seeds  continued  in  the  French,  Belgian  and 
English  nurseries  until  1880  and  1890  and  resulted  in  the  naming  of  thousands  of 
varieties  of  the  same  general  type  but  of  widely  differing  color.  No  other  species 
were  involved  nor  was  any  scientific  breeding  attempted  until  the  time  of  Sir 
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Michael  Foster  whose  chief  work  was  between  1890  and  1905,  and  who  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  older  strain  of  varieties  the  blood  of  newly  discovered  Iris  such  as 
Iris  cypriana,  trojana,  and  mesopotamica.  ” 

Article  H.4.1.  of  the  International  Code  of  Botanical  Nomenclature  (on 
hybrids)  reads,  “When  all  the  parent  taxa  can  be  postulated  or  are  known,  a 
hybrid  is  circumscribed  so  as  to  include  all  individuals  (as  far  as  they  can  be 
recognized)  derived  from  the  crossing  of  the  stated  set  of  parent  taxa  (i.e.  not  only 
the  F-l  but  subsequent  filial  generations  and  also  back-crosses  and  combinations 
of  these).  There  can  thus  be  only  one  correct  name  corresponding  to  a  particular 
hybrid  formula;  this  is  the  earliest  legitimate  name  in  the  appropriate  rank  and 
other  names  to  which  the  same  hybrid  formula  applies  are  synonyms  of  it.” 

Mathew  (1981)  lists  several  synonyms  of  Iris  uariegata  L.:  I.  dragalz  Horvat. ,  /. 
flauescens  Delile,  I.  lepida  Heuff.,  /.  leucographa  Kerner,  /.  mangaliae  Degen., 
I.  reginae  Horvat.,  I.  rudskyi  Horvat.,  /.  uirescens  Delar.  Each  of  these  was 
considered  as  being  sufficiently  distinct  that  their  authors  regarded  them  as 
separate  species.  Together  they  perhaps  represent  the  range  of  variability  of  the 
species  itself.  All  of  the  chromosome  counts  made  for  this  species  and/or  its 
synonyms  has  been  2n  =  24. 

Under  Iris  pallida  Lam.,  Mathew  lists  three  synonyms  which  have  also  been 
considered  by  many  authors  to  be  good  species:  I.  cengialti  Ambr.,  I  dalmatica 
Hort.,  and  /.  illyrica  Tommasini.  All  of  the  chromosome  counts  recorded  for  this 
species  and  its  synonyms,  with  one  exception,  have  been  2n  =  24.  The  one 
exception  was  one  count  for  subsp.  cengialti  of  2n  =  28  by  Mitra;  two  other 
counts  agree  with  2n  =  24. 

Which  of  these  forms  of  the  two  species  were  the  actual  parents  of  Iris  ger - 
manica?  Possibly  all  of  them  have  been  involved  in  the  thousands  of  forms 
mentioned  by  Wister,  prior  to  1890.  Mathew  also  lists  several  other  hybrids  that 
have  been  recognized  as  being  between  these  two  basic  parents  and  which, 
according  to  this  Article  must  now  bear  the  name  Iris  germanica:  I  amoena  DC., 
I.  cauarnae  Prodan.,  /.  lurida  Ait.,  /.  neglecta  Hornem.,  /.  nyaradyana  Prodan.,  /. 
plicata  Lam.,  /.  rosaliae  Degen.,  /.  rothschildii  Degen.,  /.  sumbucina  L.,  and  /. 
squalens  L. 

To  be  strictly  correct,  not  only  the  hybrids  already  mentioned  that  are  believed 
to  be  the  result  of  crosses  between  /.  pallida  and  I.  uariegata,  but  also  crosses 
made  between  the  various  forms  of/,  germanica  and  any  back-crosses  to  either  of 
the  parents  (or  parental  forms)  must  be  considered  as  a  part  of  this  complex 
species. 

Unless  it  can  be  clearly  shown  that  the  “species”  brought  into  the  breeding  of 
the  garden  forms  by  Sir  Michael  Foster  and  others  were  in  reality  only  variations 
of  one  of  the  parental  species  or  of  /.  germanica  itself,  these  hybrids  must  bear  a 
completely  different  name  or  formula. 

Lawrence  (1953)  states  in  a  footnote  on  page  351,  “The  plant  known  in  the  wild 
is  represented  by  one  phenotype  but  two  genotypes:  one  genotype  of  restricted 
distribution  and  uncommon  has  2n  =  48  chromosomes,  the  other  of  general 
distribution  has  2n  =  44  chromosomes.  The  second  is  presumed  to  be  a  true- 
breeding  natural  hybrid.  It  is  the  cultivated  form  of  Iris  germanica.  It  is  not  known 
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which  genotype  is  the  nomenclatural  type,  represented  by  the  type  specimen  in 
the  Linnaean  Herbarium.”  (These  two  chromosome  counts  were  reported  by 
Marc  Simonet  in  1932  and  were  obviously  made  from  tetraploid  forms.)  It  is 
doubtful  that  either  could  have  been  made  from  plants  that  would  match  the 
Linnaean  type. 

If  the  parents  were,  in  reality,  /.  pallida  with  2n  =  24  and  I.  variegata  with  2n  = 
24,  the  production  of  an  amphidiploid  of  2n  =  44  would  seem  very  unlikely. 
Instead  the  more  logical  parentage  would  have  been  either  an  auto-tetraploid  of 
one  of  the  above  2n  =  48  crossed  with  /.  lutescens  Lam.  which  has  2n  =  40,  or  a 
later  cross  of  /.  germanica  or  one  of  its  tetraploid  forms  with  2n  =  48  crossed  with 
I.  lutescens  Lam. 

Randolph  (1958)  stated  that  prior  to  1910,  59  of  the  67  varieties  which  he 
counted  the  chromosome  numbers,  were  diploid  (2n  -  24).  By  1943  only  4  of 
129  were  diploid  and  124  were  tetraploid.  The  three  “species”  that  Sir  Michael 
Foster  brought  into  the  breeding  of  the  tall  bearded  iris  were  all  tetraploid  with 
2n  -  48. 

Mathew  (1981)  says,  “It  is  not  easy  to  distinguish  I.  germanica  from  several 
other  similar  plants  from  the  Near  and  Middle  East  which  have  been  described  as 
species.  These  are  doubtfully  wild  and  are  recorded  mostly  from  cemeteries  and 
near  habitation.  The  following  notes  are  intended  only  as  a  guide  to  their 
identities  and  do  not  necessarily  imply  that  I  consider  them  to  be  distinct!  The 
majority  are  most  likely  to  be  cultivars  which  have  been  propagated  vegatatively 
and  distributed  locally,  giving  the  impression  of  being  stable  populations  with  a 
distinct  geographical  range.”  He  includes  in  this  group:  /.  belouinii  Boiss.  & 
Corn.,  I.  biliottii  Foster,  I.  cypriana  Baker  &  Foster,  I.  junonia  Schott  &  Kotschy. ,  I. 
mesopotam-ica  Dykes,  and  I.  trojana  Kerner  ex  Stapf. 

He  also  states  that  /.  belouinii  and  /.  junonia  both  have  leaves  that  die  back 
completely  in  winter,  which  strongly  suggests  a  close  affinity  to  /.  aphylla  L.  (2n  = 
48),  and  were  probably  amphidiploid  hybrids  between  /.  aphylla  and  one  or 
another  of  the  tetraploid  “species”  used  by  Foster. 

If  Iris  germanica  L. ,  is  to  be  recognized  as  a  valid  species  and  retained  as  the 
type  species  for  the  Genus  Iris,  even  though  it  was  originally  of  hybrid  origin,  it 
must  be  limited  to  those  forms  that  consist  of  the  gene-pools  of  these  two  species 
only:  Iris  pallida  Lam.  and  Iris  variegata  L.  Those  forms  which  suggest  a  parent¬ 
age  other  than  these  and  that  have  a  chromosome  number  that  does  not  reflect 
this  percentage  must  be  considered  as  separate  taxa. 
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A  METHOD  FOR  USING 
INSECTICIDES 


Harry  Bishop  (Massachusetts) 


Many  people  would  like  to  grow  the  laevigata  series  of  species  irises — ver¬ 
sicolor,  laevigata  and  pseudacorus — but  don’t  because  of  the  tendency  towards 
borer  infestations  in  these  species.  Systemic  insecticides  are  helpful  in  control,  but 
many  irisarians  are  frightened — and  rightly  so — about  the  toxicity  and  of  the  drift 
killing  beneficial  insects  and  polluting  edible  plants.  I  have  found  a  way  to  use 
systemic  insecticides  without  danger  to  surroundings  or  myself. 

You  will  need:  2  empty  gallon  plastic  milk  jugs,  a  small  funnel  and  a  pair  of 
plastic  rubber  gloves.  Heat  a  common  pin  over  flame  and  make  a  small  hole  in  the 
side  of  one  of  the  jugs  as  close  to  the  bottom  as  possible.  Put  on  the  plastic/rubber 
gloves.  Fill  the  other  plastic  jug  with  water  and  add  the  correct  amount  of  Ortho 
Isotox  [a  systemic  insecticide — I  use  1  Tbs.  per  gallon  of  water.]  Place  the  hole  in 
the  empty  jug  as  close  to  the  plant  you  are  treating  as  possible.  Put  the  funnel  in 
the  empty  jug  and  slowly  and  carefully  fill  from  the  full  jug.  The  insecticide  will 
slowly  seep  from  the  jug-treating  the  one  plant  with  no  drift  to  adjacent  plants. 
Repeat  with  other  plants  as  needed.  Be  sure  to  carefully  label  the  jugs,  funnel  and 
gloves  and  use  only  for  this  purpose.  I  make  sure  that  I  always  wear  long  sleeves 
and  wash  carefully  after  using  any  insecticide,  but  Isotox  in  particular. 

This  same  method  can  also  be  used  with  liquid  fertilizer  when  planting  newly 
set  plants,  thus  preventing  washout  or  splashing  onto  other  plants. 


American  Iris  Society  Conventions 


1993 

Fort  Worth,  TX 

April  20-24 

1994 

Portland,  OR 

May  21-25 

1995 

Hershey,  PA 

1996 

Sacramento,  CA 

1997 

1998 

Colorado 
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AIS  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 

Single  Annual  . .  $  t2.50  Dual  Triennial  ......... _ _  37.50 

Single  Triennial  . 30.00  Single  Life  .................  250.00 

Dual  Annual . . .  15.50  Dual  Life  . .  300.00 

Youth  Member,  Without  Bulletin  . . . 3.00 

Youth  Member,  With  Bulletin . . . 4.50 

OVERSEAS  RATES 

Single  Annual  ............  $15.00  Dual  Annual . . . $18.00 

Single  Triennial . 37.50  Dual  Triennial . 45.00 

Overseas  memberships  include  first  class  Bulletin  and  are  payable  in  U.S.  Curren¬ 


cy 


SECTION  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 

single 

annual 

single 

triennial 

family 

annual 

family 

triennial 

Median  Iris  Society . . . . . . . . 

. . .  5.50 

15.00 

8.00 

22.50 

Society  for  Siberian  Irises  . . 

.  .  .  5.00 

13.00 

6.00 

15.00 

Spuria  Iris  Society  . . 

. .  .  5.00 

12.00 

6.00 

14.00 

Society  for  Japanese  Irises . . . 

. .  .  3.50 

9.00 

4.00 

10.50 

Reblooming  Iris  Society . 

. .  .  4.00 

10.00 

5.00 

12.00 

Society  for  Pacific  Coast 

Native  Iris  . . . . . 

. .  .  4.00 

10.00 

5.00 

12.00 

Species  Iris  Group  of 

North  America  . . . . 

. .  .  3.50 

9.00 

4.50 

10.50 

Louisiana  Iris  Society  of  America . 

. .  .  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Dwarf  Iris  Society  . 

. . .  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Historic  Iris  Preservation  Society  . 

.  .  .  5.00 

12.00 

6.00 

15.00 

Membership  in  AIS  sections  is  open  to  all  AIS  members.  Payment  may  be  made 
directly  to  the  Section,  or  may  be  made  payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society  and 
sent  to  AIS  Membership  Secretary,  Marilyn  Harlow,  P.O.  Box  8455,  San  Jose,  CA 
95155 


PLANNING 
TO  MOVE  ? 


DON’T  FORGET 
TO  NOTIFY  THE 
MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY 


Marilyn  Harlow 

P.O.  Box  8455  San  Jose,  CA  95155-8455 
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Bulletin  Errata 

On  page  63  of  the  April  issue,  YELLOW  BRICK  ROAD  should  be  listed  as: 
(Gibson  ’92). 


CORRECTIONS  IN  AWARDS  AND  EXHIBITIONS  REPORTS 

On  the  list  of  Exhibition  Certificates  for  1991,  Art  Cronin’s  BUTTER  MAKER’S 
BRIDE  should  have  been  listed  as  a  Siberian,  not  a  Tall  Bearded. 

On  the  list  of  High  Commendations  for  1991,  one  winner’s  name  was  spelled 
incorrectly.  It  should  have  been  listed  as  Chun  Fan. 

ARILBRED  SEEDS  AVAILABLE 

Lin  Flanagan,  5700  Rockhill  Road,  Forth  Worth,  Texas,  will  be  glad  to  share 
arilbred  seeds  with  those  who  send  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope.  The 
seeds  will  be  shipped  in  August  and  September,  if  not  earlier. 

THE  SYMBOLISM  OF  PLANTS  AND  SUGGESTIONS  FOR 

THEIR  ENHANCEMENT 

Suky  Mahan  of  Virginia  is  fortunate  enough  to  have  a  copy  of  the  long-out-of¬ 
print  book  THE  ART  OF  ARRANGING  FLOWERS  by  Shozo  Sato.  She  found 
the  following  information  in  an  appendix  to  the  book  with  the  same  title  as  this 
report.  After  each  iris  listing,  there  is  the  symbolic  meaning  and  then  a  narrative 
explanation: 

IRIS  ENSATA  (Japanese  iris)  Elegant  Spirit 
One  of  the  traditional  flowers  for  Boys’  Day  in  Japan.  The  shape  of  the  narrow 
leaves  is  very  much  like  that  of  a  Japanese  sword,  thus  symbolizing  courage.  The 
tall,  straight  stems  stand  for  straightforwardness,  and  the  purple  or  white  flowers 
for  nobility.  Use  a  shallow  dish  and  stones  to  re-create  their  natural  waterside 
setting. 

IRIS  LAEVIGATA  (Rabbit- Ear  iris)  Good  fortune 
The  traditional  Japanese  flower  of  the  early  summer  season.  Arrange  like  other 
iris. 

IRIS  SANGUINEA  (Siberian  iris)  Messenger 
The  Siberian  iris  is  considered  to  be  feminine,  just  as  the  Japanese  iris  is 
masculine.  Though  it  grows  in  dry  soil,  it  can  be  used  interchangeably  with  other 
irises. 

IRIS  TECTORUM  Correspondence 

This  plant  is  native  to  China,  and  there  is  an  old  Chinese  superstition  that  if  it  is 
planted  on  the  straw  roofs  of  barns,  the  farm  will  be  safe  from  typhoons.  The  old 
Japanese  name  means  “safety  for  children,”  an  obvious  derivation  from  the  old 
Chinese  tale.  Use  the  leaves  as  abundantly  as  the  blooms  in  an  arrangement. 
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A  NEW  WAVE  OF  POPULARITY 

John  Coble  (Michigan) 


Especially  in  AIS,  there  are  myths  to  overcome  about  the  growing  of  certain  iris 
groups.  As  younger,  new  AIS  members,  we  ordered,  grew,  and  bloomed  spurias 
in  Michigan  before  the  older  club  members  could  tell  us  that  we  couldn’t  raise 
spurias  here!  Sound  familiar  to  any  of  you?  Relax  your  prejudices,  soften  your 
doubts  to  new,  enthusiastic  club  members,  and  you  too  may  be  taught  a  lesson  of 
using  common-sense  gardening  practices  to  once-heard-about  hard-to-grow 
irises! 

There  is  a  new  and  growing  interest  in  Japanese  irises  and  a  growing  popu¬ 
larity — mainly  among  perennial  plant  growers  that  have  not  been  told  that  they 
are  difficult  to  grow.  They  are  not  difficult  to  grow.  Beginners  with  Japanese  irises 
are  having  more  success  than  those  gardeners  that  have  a  history  of  raising 
bearded  irises.  Beginners  are  planting  and  raising  JI  according  to  cultural  instruc¬ 
tions.  Long  time  bearded  iris  growers  often  have  it  in  mind  that  an  iris  is  an  iris  is 
an  iris!  Tain’t  so  with  many  of  the  beardless  irises.  Siberian  irises  are  the  most 
adaptable  of  the  beardless  classes  and  grow  well  in  a  wide  range  of  cultural 
conditions.  Japanese  irises  should  be  grown  just  the  opposite  of  your  favorite 
bearded  groups.  Japanese  irises  need  an  acid  soil  (5. 0-6. 5  pH),  they  want  to  be 
kept  moist  all  year  (not  the  myth  of  just  through  bloom  time),  they  like  a  high 
nitrogen  fertilizer,  and  lime  or  superphosphate  can  be  lethal.  Sound  like  just  the 
opposite  of  TB’s?  You’re  catching  on! 

Beginners  often  have  greater  luck  because  their  flower  beds  have  not  been 
previously  dusted  with  lime  for  TB’s  and  their  flower  beds  are  “virgin  soil”  to 
Japanese  irises.  Japanese  irises  (like  most  others)  do  best  in  soil  where  they  have 
not  been  raised  before.  If  you  transplant  Japanese  irises  back  into  soil  from  which 
you  just  dug  a  3  or  4  year  old  clump,  the  new  divisions  will  not  grow  as  vigorously 
as  your  first  planting  in  that  soil.  The  same  site  can  be  used  for  JI  again,  but  they 
will  do  better  after  it  has  rested  a  couple  years  with  annual  applications  of 
composted  manure.  Try  growing  them  like  rhododendrons  that  need  at  least  six 
hours  of  sun.  Afternoon  shade  is  probably  beneficial  in  the  southern  zones  of  8 
and  9  with  mulch  to  help  keep  the  soil  cooler  and  help  hold  moisture.  In  zones  4 
and  5,  full  sun  helps  make  the  strongest  plants  in  this  shorter  growing  season  area. 
Organic  rich  soil,  below  pH  7,  is  beneficial  wherever  they  are  grown.  If  the  rains 
don’t  keep  the  soil  moist,  they  need  to  be  irrigated.  In  areas  with  little  rainfall,  the 
necessary  irrigation  (with  its  usual  high  pH)  probably  will  require  annual  applica¬ 
tions  of  iron  sulphate  to  keep  the  soil  pH  below  7. 

There  is  concern  (controversial)  that  Japanese  irises  should  not  be  underwater 
during  freezing  weather — plant  them  on  the  pond  bank,  not  in  the  water.  The 
opposite  winter  damage  can  also  be  lethal,  where  the  soil  completely  dries  out 
and  severe  cold  temperatures  can  freeze-dry  the  rhizomes.  The  same  situation 
can  happen  here  in  the  Midwest  when  a  mole  tunnels  under  a  plant  in  late  fall! 

There  is  an  increase  in  popularity  and  sales  (and  repeat  customers)  of  Japanese 
irises  in  the  U.S.  Most  of  this  popularity  is  outside  of  AIS.  The  gardening  and 
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nursery  business  in  the  U.S.  is  growing  faster  now  than  has  been  seen  before  in 
this  century. 

The  popularity  of  Japanese  irises  has  come  in  waves.  First  was  their  discovery 
in  the  mid  1800s.  The  Japanese  had  selectively  bred  the  species  into  the  multiple 
colors,  patterns,  and  modern  forms  that  we  know  today,  by  1850!  By  the  turn  of 
the  century  enough  publicity  of  these  exotic  oriental  flowers  made  them  sought 
after  by  gardeners  and  estate  owners.  Most  perennial  catalogs  presented  fantastic 
engravings  of  their  enormous  blooms,  and  Child’s  Nursery  on  Long  Island  had 
acres  of  Japanese  irises  in  propagation.  The  Depression  and  WWII  hurt  many 
things,  probably  including  a  gardener’s  budget  for  flower  purchases.  This  drove 
many  nurseries  from  existence.  Many  estates  had  to  reduce  the  staff  of  gardeners 
that  maintained  large,  diversified  landscape  plantings.  Japanese  irises  have  to  be 
“maintained”  in  most  of  our  climates.  Older  bearded  and  Siberian  irises  can 
survive  several  years  of  neglect  in  a  perennial  garden,  but  JI  can  be  lost  in  one 
drought.  The  older  and  larger  a  clump  gets,  its  demand  for  water  is  greater,  and  its 
susceptibility  to  drought  is  greater.  Japanese  irises  need  to  be  divided,  watered, 
and  cared  for.  For  a  continuation  of  healthy  plants,  dig  and  divide  every  three 
years — right  after  bloom.  A  healthy  plant  will  require  two  strong  gardeners  and 
two  shovels  at  age  four! 

The  second  wave  of  interest  in  Japanese  irises  began  in  the  1950s  with  the  color 
catalogs  of  Walter  Marx  and  his  national  advertising.  He  began  by  offering  the 
public  144  cultivars  imported  from  Japan.  This  was  followed  through  the  1960s 
with  150  introductions  from  his  own  hybridizing  program.  And  at  this  time,  Arlie 
Payne  introduced  170  introductions  from  his  hybridizing  program  begun  in  the 
1940s.  Arthur  Hazzard  began  introducing  his  85  varieties  in  the  1960s  and  The 
Society  for  Japanese  Irises  was  founded  in  1964.  But  the  public  interest  and 
attention  again  waned  from  1970  to  1985  with  the  loss  of  national  magazine 
advertisements  and  color  catalogs  from  Marx.  It  appears  that  even  the  public 
attention  to  Japanese  irises  needs  to  be  “maintained”  and  “cultivated!  ” 

We  are  presently  in  the  third  wave  of  Japanese  iris  popularity,  thanks  mainly  to 
several  dedicated  iris  growers  that  have  written  articles  on  Japanese  irises  and 
have  had  them  accepted  by  national  gardening  magazines,  illustrated  with  beauti¬ 
ful  color  photos.  At  this  same  time,  there  is  a  fortunate  increase  in  the  number  of 
commercial  gardens  offering  Japanese  irises  and  an  increase  in  hybridizers  that 
should  help  “maintain”  the  public’s  interest  with  exciting  colors,  patterns,  and 
forms  on  vigorous  plants. 

The  varieties  that  have  survived  the  intertidal  lull  between  the  waves  of 
popularity  are  probably  some  of  the  most  vigorous,  or  else  those  maintained  by 
hybridizers  for  their  breeding  stock.  Some  are  still  with  us  thanks  to  the  dedication 
of  a  few  serious  gardeners.  One  of  the  most  famous  early  imports  used  by  several 
American  hybridizers  is  WARAI-HOTEI  (from  Kotaka  gardens  before  1900).  This 
is  a  large  double  with  wide  horizontal  petals  of  dark  purple  veins  on  a  lighter 
background;  a  nest  of  dark  purple  styles  with  flaring  crests  accenting  the  center  of 
the  8"  blooms.  The  form  of  this  flower  is  as  modern  as  any  introduction  of  the 
1990s!  HAGOROMO  (from  Seiko  gardens  before  1940)  has  maintained  its 
popular  appeal  with  9  white  falls  delicately  brushed  with  blue  across  the  center  of 
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the  petals.  HISAKATA  (Chugai  1928)  has  been  used  by  several  hybridizers  for  its 
full  form,  late  blooming  habit,  and  deep  purple  color.  Two  early  American 
introductions  are  still  available  and  popular:  GOLDBOUND  (Hallock  1885)  a 
double  (6  falls)  pure  white,  and  MAHOGANY  (Hallock  1893)  a  double  of  rich 
mahogany-red. 

Some  of  the  vigorous  varieties  that  have  done  well  in  gardens  since  their 
introduction  during  the  “second  wave”  and  still  popular  with  beginners  and 
connoisseurs  are:  WORLD’S  DELIGHT  (Marx  53)  an  early  pale  lavender-pink 
double;  CRYSTAL  HALO  (Marx  59)  a  double  with  red-violet  petal  centers  and 
petal  edges  of  crystal  white;  DRIVEN  SNOW  (Marx  61)  six  full  falls  of  pure  white; 
FROSTED  PYRAMID  (Marx  60)  a  12  fall  peony  type  of  pure  white  that  has  seen 
no  equal  since  its  introduction;  IKE-NO-SAZANAMI  (Hirao  56)  ruffled  double 
white  with  blue  brushing  on  the  petal  centers;  CONFETTI  SHOWER  (Payne  50) 
six  falls  of  light  ground  veined  and  shaded  violet  on  petal  centers  and  edges  with  a 
center  nest  of  multiple  purple  styles;  SWIRLING  WAVES  (Payne  51)  blue  veins 
wash  across  the  lighter  ground  of  all  six  falls  from  multiple  dark  blue  styles;  THE 
GREAT  MOGUL  (Payne  57)  is  still  one  of  the  largest  three  fall  varieties  in  solid 
dark  maroon;  STRUT  AND  FLOURISH  (Payne  64)  six  falls  of  light  blue  violet, 
shaded  darker  in  the  center  of  the  falls — the  first  Payne  Award  winner  in  1966; 
PRAIRIE  GLORY  (Hazzard  72)  single,  three  falls,  with  red  violet  standards  and 
white  falls  with  red  violet  veins;  PRAIRIE  CHIEF  (Hazzard  72)  unique  double  of 
silvery  blue. 

Now,  if  I  were  asked  to  list  some  of  the  new  and  exciting  cultivars  being 
introduced,  I  would  first  have  to  say  that  I  have  not  seen  all  of  the  new  introduc¬ 
tions  and  don’t  mean  to  slight  any  hybridizer  or  new  cultivar.  Also,  my  attentions 
may  be  influenced  as  a  hybridizer  rather  than  a  showbench  enthusiast.  I  am  very 
much  influenced  by  the  vigor  of  the  plant  and  may  disregard  a  beautiful  bloom  on 
a  weak  plant  (as  we  all  should  with  any  kind  of  iris). 

A  couple  of  the  newer  and  darkest  colors  we’ve  seen  are  PURPLE  PARASOL 
(McEwen  77),  a  six  fall  variety  of  dark  purple;  and  MIDNIGHT  STARS  (Aitken 
88)  a  very  dark  red-purple.  SOUTHERN  SON  (McEwen  90)  is  a  new  double  in 
clear  light  blue.  HEGIRA  (Innerst  86)  produces  some  of  the  largest  blooms  with 
six  falls  of  white  with  sharp  dark  blue  veins.  JOCASTA  (Innerst  88)  is  a  double  of 
ruffled  petals  with  multiple  shadings  of  rose-violet  radiating  from  a  blue  halo. 
GEISHA  OBI  (Rich  89)  is  a  striking  red-violet  with  sharp  contrasting  white  rays. 
CASCADE  SPICE  (Reid  89)  is  a  double  of  white  petals  all  edged  in  rose-purple 
ruffles.  CASCADE  CREST  (Aitken  90)  is  a  double  of  white  with  all  petals  edged  in 
a  delicate,  yet  contrasting,  blue  violet  and  a  center  crest  of  dark  blue-violet  styles. 

There  is  new  and  exciting  work  today  with  tetraploids,  dwarfs  or  miniatures, 
multi-petal  forms,  and  interspecies  crosses.  Variegated  foliage  will  be  showing  up 
in  the  future  as  well  as  some  new  novelty  forms.  True  pinks  have  already  been 
achieved  by  hybridizers  and  will  be  more  readily  available  as  soon  as  these  plants 
can  be  imported  from  Japan.  In  fact,  one  of  the  most  exciting  aspects  for  the 
future  is  the  fruition  of  cooperation  between  The  Society  for  Japanese  Irises  and 
Japanese  nurserymen  to  import  some  200  varieties  that  are  in  commerce  in 
Japan  but  not  attainable  by  western  gardeners. 
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Overcome  your  reluctance  to  try  Japanese  irises  that  will  extend  your  ins 
bloom  season  beyond  the  tall  bearded.  Prepare  an  acid  soil  bed,  a  bog,  or  a 
garbage  bag  “boggette”  for  just  one  plant.  Begin  with  the  “tried  and  true”  or  be 
confident  with  one  of  the  new.  Discover  why  more  and  more  gardeners  are 
finding  beautiful  pleasure  in  growing  Japanese  irises  and  help  “maintain”  the 
wave  of  popularity  into  the  next  century. 


— Recent  AIS  members  may  want  to  read  AIS  BULLETIN  #266,  July  1987, 
which  featured  Japanese  irises  with  articles  by  several  contributors. 

— The  Society  for  Japanese  Irises  published  a  hardback  book,  JAPANESE 
IRIS  (edited  by  Currier  McEwen)  in  1990.  The  Society  sells  the  book  for  $24.95 
from  its  Secretary,  Robert  Bauer,  9823  E.  Mich.  Ave.,  Galesburg,  MI  49053 — the 
price  is  postpaid  with  checks  made  out  to  SJI. 

THOSE  SENSATIONAL  MTBs 

W.  Terry  Varner  (Ohio) 

Interest  continues  to  grow  in  Miniature  Tall  Bearded  or  Table  Irises.  Sales 
increase  yearly  and  more  people  are  writing  to  ask  questions  about  growing 
MTBs.  With  the  changing  of  the  WILLIAMSON-WHITE  AWARD  to  Medal  status 
in  1993,  we  predict  that  other  hybridizers  will  join  the  present  dedicated  MTB 
hybridizers. 

All  hybridizers  must  keep  in  mind  the  stringent  MTB  standards.  Perhaps,  the 
MTB  standards  are  more  demanding  than  for  any  other  class.  The  stalks  should 
be  16  to  25  inches  with  the  better  balance  being  achieved  around  21  to  22  inches. 
These  are  to  be  slender,  wiry  and  flexuous.  The  base  of  the  stalk  should  be  about 
%  of  an  inch  at  ground  level  and  tapering  to  Vs  inch  directly  under  the  top  flower.  A 
minimum  of  two  branches  and  terminal  with  a  total  of  5  buds  is  permissible,  but 
better  MTBs  are  better  branched  and  contain  9  or  more  buds.  The  flower  should 
be  no  more  than  6  inches  combined  height  and  width.  The  flower  form  ranges 
from  tailored  to  lightly  ruffled.  The  foilage  is  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  overall 
plant  and  should  be  no  more  than  two  thirds  the  height  of  the  stems  and  about  an 
inch  wide.  We  encourage  the  judges  to  keep  in  mind  these  stringent  standards 
when  judging  a  show  with  MTB  entrants. 

It  is  an  understatement  to  say  that  there  are  no  difficulties  in  hybridizing  MTBs. 
In  that  the  present  standards  for  MTBs  are  not  defined  genetically,  MTBs  are 
being  pursued  and  developed  from  four  routes:  (1)  Diploids :  The  simplest  ap¬ 
proach  to  good  MTBs  is  crossing  diploids.  However,  be  aware  that  crossing 
diploids  does  not  guarantee  all  seedlings  will  be  MTBs.  Excellent  diploid  MTBs 
are  CAROLYN  ROSE  (Dunderman,  1970)  a  dainty  rose-pink  plicata  that  is 
outstanding,  CRYSTAL  RUFFLES  (Dunderman,  1986)  a  nice  floriferously  ruf¬ 
fled  white  with  white  to  light  orange  beard  and  up  to  14  buds  per  stalk,  and  QUIET 
PLACE  (Varner,  1988)  a  medium  blue  self  with  excellent  form  and  11  buds  per 
stalk.  (2)  Tetraploids:  This  has  been  an  extremely  difficult  approach.  Jim  and  Vicki 
Craig,  Charles  Nearpass,  and  Ken  Fisher  have  been  doing  some  excellent  work 
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via  this  route  which  was  pioneered  by  Ben  Hager.  The  tetraploid  MTBs  often 
bloom  before  the  other  approaches  and,  therefore,  extend  the  bloom  season  for 
MTBs.  SHRINKING  VIOLET  (Hager,  1965)  is  a  dark  violet  self.  ABRIDGED 
VERSION  (Hager,  1983)  is  a  nice  smoky  pink  self  with  probably  the  best  form  of 
all  the  tetraploid  pinks.  PAYOFF  (Jim  and  Vicki  Craig,  1989)  has  attractive 
creamy-beige  standards  with  rich  pinkish-lavender  falls  and  yellow  beard.  MTBs 
from  this  approach  are  not  free  from  problems:  miffy  growers,  stiff  stalks  that 
detract  from  the  airiness  of  the  MTBs,  and  a  tendency  to  have  oversized  flowers; 
however,  much  work  is  being  done  to  correct  these  problems.  (3)  Trip  bids:  While 
crossing  tetraploids  with  SDBs  has  produced  a  few  MTBs,  we  would  not  leave  the 
impression  that  this  is  an  easy  route  to  obtain  MTBs.  PARTURIENT  (Boushay, 
1980)  is  a  very  nice  red-brown  self  from  (NEW  IDEA  X  JOLLY  FELLOW).  LADY 
EMMA  (F.  Jones,  1985)  is  not  only  a  MTB,  but  the  only  remontant  MTB.  It  is  a  nice 
yellow  self  but  will  grow  over-size.  (4)  Mixed  Chromosome:  One  would  think  that 
this  approach  would  not  produce  many  MTBs,  but  we  list  28  mixed  chromosome 
MTBs  in  our  current  Catalog.  The  most  diligent  worker  in  this  approach  is 
Dorothy  Guild.  Her  DISCO  JEWEL  (1977)  won  the  coveted  WILLIAMSON- 
WHITE  AWARD  in  1983.  Both  Dorothy  and  I  have  some  crosses  with  such 
varying  chromosome  counts  that  the  pedigrees  are  unreal.  Attractive  mixed 
chromosome  MTBs  are:  JOLEE  AIRE  (Guild,  1979)  a  nice  warm  white  with  an 
orange  beard.  KAITLIN  (Guild,  1989)  has  dainty  yellow  standards,  faintly  dotted 
red.  Falls  are  white,  dotted  and  splashed  red,  red  hafts  and  yellow  beard.  Rower 
has  light  ruffling.  INNER  FIRES  (Witt,  1987)  a  well-named  iris  that  is  a  medium 
orange-brown  self  with  a  bright  yellow-orange  heart,  hence  its  name.  Very  attrac¬ 
tive. 

The  above  are  the  present  approaches  to  the  fascinating  MTBs.  Develop  your 
MTBs  from  the  genetic  approach  you  want,  but  remember,  regardless  of  their 
genetic  composition,  let  us  keep  them  within  the  stringent  MTB  standards. 

There  are  many  good  MTBs  in  various  color  classes.  Many  of  the  older  MTBs 
are  attractive  for  both  garden  subjects  and  hybridizing  stock.  It  is  a  little  foolish  to 
believe  that  newer  is  always  better.  Among  the  WHITES,  we  have  various  forms 
from  which  to  integrate  into  our  gardens.  No  garden  can  be  without  the  beautiful 
clumps  of  whites.  CRYSTAL  RUFFLES  (Dunderman,  1986)  is  a  nice  ruffled  white 
with  an  orange  beard.  This  won  the  coveted  WILLIAMSON-WHITE  AWARD  in 
1991,  which  was  Miss  Mary  Louise  Dunderman’s  sixth  such  award.  No  one  has 
matched  this  performance.  Her  JOLLY  JIM  (1988)  has  attractive  flaring  falls  with 
deep  orange  beard.  SNOW  GAMBIT  (Guild,  1986)  is  an  excellent  white  with 
lemon  hafts  and  beard.  DAINTY  BIANCA  (Witt,  1987)  is  a  dainty  bright  white 
with  yellow  beard  and  fragrance. 

Among  the  AMOENAS,  older  and  outstanding  is  CONSUMMATION  (Welch, 
1977).  The  flowers  are  small,  in  abundance,  and  it  is  a  good  breeder.  However, 
the  foliage  is  its  main  fault.  FROSTED  VELVET  (Fisher,  1988)  is  a  child  of 
CONSUMMATION,  but  with  somewhat  larger  flowers,  but  better  foliage.  You 
should  grow  both  and  compare.  TYKE  (Warburton,  1985)  has  bluish-white 
standards  with  dark  falls  and  white  lines  around  the  upper  section. 
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If  you  like  PLICATAS,  you  can  find  many  different  patterns.  WIDGET  (Wil¬ 
liamson,  1943)  remains  an  old  and  interesting  white  ground  plicata  marked 
lavender.  ROSEMARY’S  DREAM  (Dunderman,  1981)  has  rose  standards  with  a 
touch  of  white  in  the  center  with  white  falls  bordered  in  one  half  inch  of  rose.  A 
deep  orange  beard  makes  this  attractive.  DOLL  RIBBONS  (Dunderman,  1977) 
is  similar  to  ROSEMARY’S  DREAM,  but  it  has  a  narrow  band  of  dark  violet-blue 
around  edges  of  both  standards  and  falls.  DOTTED  DOLL  (J.  and  L.  Fry,  1986)  is 
a  dainty  MTB  dotted  blue  with  a  bronze  beard.  FRILLY  MILLY  (Witt,  1987)  has 
medium  blue  markings  on  white  ground.  Flower  may  over  grow  at  times.  Out¬ 
standing  among  the  new  plicatas  is  PETITE  MONET  (Steele,  1989).  A  creamy- 
white  ground  plicata  marked  heavily  in  blue-violet.  Attractive  and  has  great  vigor. 
ORILLA’S  RING  (Witt,  1988)  is  a  great  yellow  ground  plicata  with  brown  lines 
and  dotting  on  falls.  Neat  and  bright  MTB  that  you  will  like. 

We  believe  that  Dorothy  Guild  has  a  great  trio  of  Bitones  and  Bicolors. 
ALYSHEBA  (1987)  has  brown  standards  with  medium  violet  falls  with  a  wire  edge 
of  brown.  DUSTY  RUFFLES  (1988)  has  tan-violet  standards  with  orchid-rose 
falls.  SECOND  CHANCE  (1989)  medium  brown  standards  with  orchid-violet 
falls  edged  brown.  All  three  have  vivid  orange  beards. 

The  MTBs  have  some  excellent  VARIEGATAS.  Dorothy  Guild  began  the 
present  day  variegatas  with  her  FLASHING  BEACON  (1969).  Walter  Welch 
followed  with  his  ORNATE  PAGEANT  (1974).  While  both  of  these  are  older 
variegatas,  do  not  let  their  age  keep  you  from  growing  and  enjoying  them. 
BUMBLEBEE  DEELITE  (J.  &  G.  Norrick,  1985)  is  outstanding  in  a  clump  and 
looks  like  a  swarm  of  bumblebees.  The  flower  is  dainty  with  good  form.  This 
shocked  the  American  Iris  Society  when  it  received  the  Cook  Cup  in  Oklahoma 
City  in  1988.  An  entirely  different  variegata  and  one  that  has  been  receiving  good 
reviews  is  DESERT  SHIELD  (Varner,  1990).  Standards  are  golden  yellow  and 
edged  very  lightly  in  red.  Falls  are  dark,  velvety  red  with  an  orange  beard. 

Among  the  YELLOWS,  the  darkest  is  SPANISH  COINS  (Witt,  1976).  LADY 
OF  MARIETTA  (Varner,  1987)  has  tightly  closed  yellow  standards  with  flaring  falls 
overlaid  with  white  and  edged  as  standards.  Ben  Hager  has  a  trio  of  tetraploid 
yellows  in  different  shades  and  with  different  forms:  LOUISE  HOPPER  (1979), 
LITTLE  WHO  (1987),  and  LITTLE  YOU  (1987).  Our  pick  of  the  three  is  LOUISE 
HOPPER. 

It  has  been  a  challenge  to  produce  smooth  blues.  Our  favorite  blue  is  JILL 
WELCH  (Welch,  1974).  Good  form,  substance  and  attractive  with  its  wide  hafts 
and  white  beard.  Close  behind  in  popularity  is  Dunderman’s  debut  of  BLUE 
TWINKLE  (1977)  and  CAROL’S  DREAM  (1989).  Both  are  ruffled  and  with  great 
form.  QUIET  PLACE  (Varner,  1988)  pleases  with  its  good  branching  and  11  buds 
per  stalk. 

The  ROSE,  ORCHID,  and  LILAC  group  has  come  a  long  way  since  TWO  FOR 
TEA  (Auten,  1932).  Dunderman’s  LISETTE  (1986)  is  a  stylish  orchid  self  with  a 
white  beard.  LILAC  TOQUE  (Guild,  1987)  is  a  medium  lilac  self  having  slightly 
darker  falls.  VIBRANT  ROSE  (Witt,  1987)  is  an  attractive  rosy-red  blend  with  a 
nice  orange  beard.  It  is  lightly  ruffled  and  has  some  fragrance.  ROSE  CAPER 
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(Guild,  1989)  has  mellow-yellow  standards  with  rose  falls  and  yellow  hafts  and 
beard.  Very  nice. 

Among  the  PURPLES  and  VIOLETS,  old  TOM  TIT  (Bliss,  1919)  and  TID  BIT 
(Sturtevant,  1925)  always  draw  comments  from  visitors.  Another  older  one  in  this 
class  that  is  a  great  hit  with  visitors  is  PANDA  (Dunderman,  1975).  Two  newer 
ones  in  this  color  class  that  have  been  received  well  are:  VALIANT  WARRIOR 
(Varner,  1984)  a  vigorous  dusky  purple  with  red-purple  spot  on  the  falls.  LADY  DI 
(Varner,  1989)  a  dainty,  ruffled  blue-violet  with  white  whiskers  around  a  blue 
beard. 

REDS  and  BROWNS  have  some  very  interesting  MTBs.  LITTLE  JAZZ  MAN 
(Guild,  1985)  is  a  very  smooth  red  with  a  bright  orange  beard.  LITTLE  EGYPT 
(Harper,  1985)  is  a  small  tetraploid  with  medium  red  standards  and  darker  red 
falls  and  bronze  beard.  This  one  has  great  vigor  but  is  short  and  has  too  few  buds, 
but  the  color  is  tremendous.  Boushay’s  PARTURIENT  (1980)  is  a  nice  brown  and 
the  earliest  MTB  in  our  garden.  It  is  vigorous  and  an  attractive  brown.  BROWNIE 
FLY-UP  (Guild,  1988)  is  another  great  brown  with  a  vivid  orange  beard.  We  are 
anxious  to  see  BILLIE  THE  BROWNIE  (Burton,  1991)  which  is  a  golden-brown 
self  with  gold  hafts  and  an  iridescent  purple  overlay  in  center  of  flaring  falls.  It 
sounds  attractive. 

The  PINKS  come  from  the  tetraploid  lines  and  they  are  few.  RING  BEARER 
(Cook,  1966)  was  the  first  pink  MTB  and  not  the  best  as  it  lacked  both  substance 
and  proper  size,  but  we  must  start  somewhere.  This  was  followed  by  Ben  Hager’s 
PUPPY  LOVE  (1980),  a  pink  but  not  with  the  best  form.  In  ABRIDGED  VER¬ 
SION  (Hager,  1983),  we  have  a  smoky  pink  that,  I  believe,  is  the  best  of  all  the 
pinks  we  have  grown.  LITTLE  ME  (Hager,  1987)  is  a  light  pink  with  peach  beard 
as  is  Ken  Fishers,  OZARK  EVENING  (1990). 

There  are  many  good  seedlings  in  a  number  of  seedling  beds  of  hybridizers 
who  will  continue  to  impress  with  great  introductions.  You  will  see  more  sensa¬ 
tional  and  fascinating  MTBs  than  ever  before.  Find  a  spot  in  your  garden  and 
grow  a  few. 

IRIS  HYBRIDIZERS  IN  JAPAN 

Hiroshi  Shimizu 

I  am  a  Japanese  amateur  hybridizer  who  reached  the  age  of  thirty-nine  this 
year.  Recently,  people  from  several  countries  have  asked  me  about  my  iris 
breeding  program  and  about  the  state  of  iris  hybridizing  in  Japan.  I  will  try  to 
answer  these  questions  in  this  article. 

There  are  several  iris  species  native  to  Japan.  Japanese  people  have  been 
particularly  interested  in  three  species:  /.  ensata,  /.  sanguinea,  and  I.  laevigata. 
Improvements  to  these  three  irises  were  first  undertaken  in  Japan.  These  three 
irises  were  also  the  ones  that  appealed  to  me,  and  I  began  to  work  to  improve 
them  sixteen  years  ago.  But  my  job  keeps  me  very  busy,  and  I  have  found  it 
difficult  to  work  at  improving  all  of  these.  In  addition,  land  has  become  very 
expensive  and  land  taxes  have  become  very  high  in  Japan.  This  makes  it  difficult 
for  amateur  gardeners  living  in  big  cities  to  obtain  enough  land  to  grow  large 
numbers  of  seedlings. 
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At  present  I  restrict  my  hybridizing  efforts  to  the  Japanese  iris  (I.  ensata) 
because  it  can  easily  be  brought  to  flower  in  even  very  small  pots.  I  can  now  have 
many  seedlings  growing  in  very  narrow  spaces  when  I  plant  them  in  pots. 
Although  I  previously  worked  at  breeding  the  other  two  iris  species,  I  have 
stopped  working  on  them  because  of  time  and  space  limitations. 

Now  I  will  report  on  the  present  condition  of  the  three  irises  I  mentioned  above 
and  on  other  irises  in  Japan. 

Japanese  Irises 

/.  ensata  has  been  the  iris  most  liked  by  the  Japanese  people.  We  have  been 
fortunate  to  have  had  some  brilliant  hybridizers — Matsudaira  Shoo,  Dr.  Hirao, 
and  others — so  that  there  are  over  2,000  varieties  in  Japan.  There  are  more  than 
two  hundred  hanashobu  gardens  spread  over  Japan.  (The  Japanese  iris  is  called 
hanashobu  in  Japan).  More  than  two  million  people  visit  these  gardens  every  year 
to  appreciate  the  irises  in  bloom. 

Though  we  can  easily  collect  many  varieties,  most  Japanese  people  are  not 
interested  in  doing  this.  Anyone  interested  in  doing  so  can  find  it  difficult  to  grow 
and  hybridize  them  because  of  garden  size  limitations.  In  Japan  at  present,  those 
who  are  working  on  continuous  hybridizing  programs  are  Mr.  Mototeru  Kamo 
and  Mr.  Toyokazu  Ichie  at  Kamo  Nurseries  and  amateur  hybridizers  Mr.  Yoshio 
Mitsuda  and  myself.  Dr.  Tsutoma  Yabuya  is  now  engaged  in  research  studies  on 
hanashobu ,  carrying  on  scientific  work  such  as  was  done  by  the  late  Dr.  Koji 
Tomino  who  died  February  12,  1992. 

Siberian  Irises 

There  are  several  diverse  clones  of  I.  sanguinea  found  in  Japan  (See  Table  1). 
Until  recently  there  were  no  outstanding  hybridizers  working  with  this  iris  in 
Japan,  so  development  has  been  limited.  About  forty  years  ago  Mr.  Ho  Shidara 
began  a  breeding  program,  but  could  not  obtain  superior  cultivars  using  the  old 
forms  of  /.  sanguinea  available  to  him.  Dr.  Hirao  gave  Mr.  Shidara  some  Siberian 
iris  cultivars  from  America,  and  Mr.  Shidara  brought  them  into  his  /.  sanguinea 
breeding  program.  In  this  way  he  has  been  able  to  produce  new  types  of  Siberian 
irises,  including  a  six  fall  type  and  a  multipetaled  type. 

I  have  two  multipetaled  type  Siberian  irises  in  my  garden.  One  is  a  violet 
multipetaled  form  which  Dr.  Tomino  discovered  in  a  farmer’s  garden  in  Kariya. 
The  flower  shape  is  finished  and  beautiful.  I  have  called  it  KARIYA  after  the  place 
it  was  found,  as  it  has  no  other  name. 

The  other  multipetaled  type  I  have  is  creamy  white.  I  bought  it  at  a  nursery 
believing  it  to  be  a  six  fall  form.  When  it  bloomed  it  turned  out  to  have  multi¬ 
petaled  form.  I  call  it  KIGURUMA,  which  means  “Yellow  Wheel,”  but  it  is  not  so 
beautiful  as  the  form  is  poor.  I  think  these  two  plants  are  natural  mutants. 

Recently  a  few  nurseries  have  started  selling  American  varieties  as  well  as 
Shidara’s  varieties  of  Siberian  irises.  But  few  people  are  earnestly  trying  to 
develop  this  iris  in  Japan  except  Mr.  Shidara. 
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Iris  Laevigata 

Iris  Laevigata,  which  we  call  kakitsubata  in  Japan,  is  the  type  of  iris  which  first 
interested  in  Japanese  people.  If  you  would  like  to  know  more  about  it,  I 
recommend  you  read  Mr.  Horinaka’s  The  Picture  Book  of  Iris  Laevigata 
(ABOCSHA  Co.,  Ltd.,  Japan,  1990).  In  Japan  a  few  varieties  are  commercially 
available,  but  even  here  most  varieties  are  not  so  common.  There  are  only  a  few 
hybridizers  working  with  kakitsubata  today,  most  prominently  Mr.  Akira 
Horinaka  and  Mr.  Shigeo  Oshida.  Mr.  Shozo  Goto  is  a  brilliant  hybridizer  of  this 
iris,  but  he  has  stopped  his  breeding  program. 

I  have  collected  about  thirty  different  cultivars  of  this  beautiful  iris  from  Mr. 
Horinaka,  Mr.  Goto  and  a  few  nurseries.  But  space  and  time  limitations  prevent 
me  from  growing  seedlings.  The  late  Dr.  Hirao  taught  me  that  flower  breeding 
should  be  done  in  cooperation  with  other  hybridizers  around  the  world,  es¬ 
pecially  in  a  field  of  effort  where  there  are  so  few  hybridizers  working. 

Even  though  I  cannot  cultivate  seedlings  of  Iris  laevigata  now,  I  can  hybridize 
and  harvest  seeds  of  these  irises.  Therefore,  it  is  my  idea  to  offer  these  seeds  to 
irisarians  around  the  world.  As  I  am  very  busy  and  have  little  time  to  write  letters 
in  English — my  English  is  not  so  practiced — I  really  cannot  take  orders  for  these 
seeds  from  individual  foreign  persons.  So  I  am  sending  the  Seed  Distributor  of  the 
British  Iris  Society  my  seeds.  If  you  are  interested  in  /.  laevigata,  these  seeds  will 
be  available  from  that  source. 

When  you  plant  this  iris  at  the  shallow  brink  of  a  pond,  you  can  see  this  iris 
flower  for  many  years  even  if  you  do  not  take  care  of  it.  In  Japan  the  iris  is  liable  to 
be  infected  with  harmful  nematodes.  Even  though  almost  all  the  varieties  I  have 
are  infected  with  this  parasite,  and  thus  cannot  be  shipped  out  of  Japan,  they  all 
flower  every  year.  The  seed  from  these  irises  is  unaffected  by  the  parasite. 

Other  Irises 

The  Japanese  people  have  not  been  especially  interested  in  iris  types  except  for 
the  three  I  have  mentioned.  These  days,  however,  many  beautiful  varieties  of  tall 
bearded  irises  have  been  imported  from  the  United  States,  and  they  attract  much 
attention  from  our  people.  But  we  have  so  much  rain  in  Japan  that  bacterial  soft 
rot  is  a  serious  problem  which  acts  as  a  brake  on  their  spreading  popularity.  Mr. 
Kunio  Onizuka  and  Mr.  Shin-ichi  Noguchi  are  now  hybridizing  tall  bearded  irises 
in  Japan. 

There  are  many  flower  lovers  in  Japan,  but  most  are  not  interested  in  plant 
breeding.  There  are  many  beautiful  wild  flowers  in  Japan  and  most  people  are 
satisfied  with  them.  Many  people  like  species  plants  more  than  developed 
cultivars.  These  old  flower  lovers  are  particularly  fond  of  the  simplicity  of  wild 
flowers.  This  is  a  national  characteristic  of  the  Japanese.  When  we  look  at  a 
flower,  we  see  the  beauty  of  nature  through  the  flower.  Even  most  visitors  to  the 
Hanashobu  gardens  do  not  look  carefully  at  each  flowers  color  and  shape,  but 
rather  take  pleasure  in  viewing  the  total  beauty:  flower  color,  green  leaves,  water 
and  the  blue  sky.  We  create  bonsai  in  this  same  Japanese  spirit.  Bonsai  become 
symbolic  of  nature.  When  we  look  at  bonsai  we  see  Japanese  nature.  This  attitude 
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is  a  handicap  to  the  development  of  an  interest  in  plant  breeding.  But  there  are 
several  iris  hybridizers  in  Japan  today,  and  they  are  striving  to  create  more 


beautiful  flowers. 

TABLE  1 

Iris  sanguinea  Hornem.  3  falls 

Iris  sanguinea  Hornem.  var.  albiflora  Tomino  3  falls 

Iris  sanguinea  Hornem.  var  pumira  Tomino  3  falls 

Iris  sanguinea  Hornem.  cv.  alba  3  falls 

Iris  sanguinea  Hornem.  var.  pallidiflora  Tuyama  3  falls 

Iris  sanguinea  Hornem.  f.  stellata  6  falls 

Iris  sanguinea  Hornem.  f.  albostellata  6  falls 


IRIS  PARIENSIS  Welsh 

or 

IRIS  MISSOURIENSIS  Nuttall 

Norlan  C.  Henderson  (Missouri) 

In  the  spring  of  1989,  Mr.  Jim  Rasmussen,  the  president  of  the  American  Iris 
Society,  requested  that  I  take  over,  continue,  and  expand  the  work  of  Dr.  Homer 
Metcalf  that  had  been  funded  by  the  American  Iris  Society  Foundation.  It  was  my 
understanding,  at  that  time,  that  he  was  compiling  all  of  the  literature  dealing  with 
the  genus  Iris  and  the  cytology,  karyology,  and  chromosome  numbers  of  all  of  the 
Iris  Family.  Although  I  received  several  boxes  of  books,  reprints,  some  charts  and 
many  folders  of  his  correspondence,  there  was  no  statement  of  purpose  nor 
indication  of  his  ultimate  goals. 

In  February  1991,  Mrs.  Larry  (Jeane)  Stayer,  Secretary  of  the  American  Iris 
Society  called  me  to  tell  me  that  she  had  received  word  from  the  Library  of 
Montana  State  University  that  the  archives  there  contained  much  additional 
material,  including  slides,  charts,  and  correspondence  of  Dr.  Metcalf  that  needed 
some  interpretation.  After  some  communications  with  Mr.  Nathan  Bender,  archi¬ 
vist  of  the  University  Library,  I  went  to  Bozeman  in  June.  Much  to  my  surprise,  I 
found  that  his  primary  research  was  quite  different. 

Over  a  period  of  some  twenty-five  years,  Dr.  Metcalf  had  located  one  hundred 
populations  of  Iris  missouriensis  in  eleven  western  states  and  in  British  Columbia. 
He  visited  each  of  these  sites,  selected  twenty-five  plants  in  each  population  and 
made  twenty-five  separate  measurements  and  notations  of  each  plant.  These 
data  are  carefully  plotted  on  charts  and  additional  charts  were  begun  to  interpret 
them  in  a  numerical  analysis  system  that  has  not  been  completed.  The  originals  of 
these  are  in  the  archives,  but  they  were  very  willing  to  makes  copies  of  them  for 
me.  I  do  have  these  copies,  now  in  the  files.  Voucher  herbarium  specimens  were 
made  from  each  site  and  these  are  filed  in  the  herbarium  at  Montana  State 
University. 

In  addition  to  the  archived  records  and  the  herbarium  specimens,  Dr.  Metcalf 
had  examined  hundreds  of  other  specimens  of  Iris  missouriensis  in  many  of  the 
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western  herbaria.  Each  of  these  is  recorded  on  a  4  X  6  card  with  the  data  as  it 
appeared  on  the  herbarium  label,  with  some  penciled  notes  on  many  of  the  cards. 
These  were  released  to  me  and  are  in  our  files  of  the  Metcalf  papers. 

Dr.  Stanley  L.  Welsh  (1986)  described  a  new  species,  Iris  pariensis  which  had 
been  collected  in  “sandy  soil,  found  in  a  semidesert  grass  shrub  community  at 
1,403  m,  May  1976,  in  Kane  County,  Utah.”  In  his  diagnosis  he  stated  that  the 
plants  were  similar  to  Iris  missouriensis.  The  original  identification  was  of  Iris 
missouriensis,  but  in  his  discussion  he  states,  “This  distinctive  narrow-leaved  Iris 
species  is  compared  to  I.  missouriensis  in  its  diagnosis,  but  its  relationships 
apparently  lie  with  those  far  to  the  west  in  the  coastal  states.  More  material  will 
provide  both  a  better  description  and  a  better  possibility  of  determining  probable 
relationships.  ” 

I  borrowed  the  holotype  specimen  from  Brigham  Young  University  and  exam¬ 
ined  it  carefully.  I,  too,  thought  that  it  was  distinctive  enough  to  be  considered  as  a 
separate  species  and  discussed  it  with  the  members  of  SIGNA  as  well  as  the 
members  of  the  Pacific  Native  Iris  Society,  at  the  1990  National  Meeting  in 
Omaha,  Nebraska.  In  late  May,  we  went  into  Kane  County,  Utah,  in  search  of  this 
plant  without  any  success  at  all,  although  the  collection  coordinates  were  given 
(T43S,  R1E)  and  the  Sheriffs  Office  in  Kanab  was  most  helpful  in  pin-pointing 
the  collection  site. 

In  1991,  two  other  attempts  were  made  to  locate  this  Iris  (American  Iris  Society 
Bulletin,  Jan.  1992),  also  without  success. 

After  very  careful  examination  of  the  more  than  one  hundred  specimens 
collected  by  Dr.  Metcalf  and  a  review  of  his  notations  of  his  charts  and  other 
herbarium  specimens,  I  have  become  convinced  that  Iris  pariensis  is  nothing 
more  than  a  depauperate  form  of  Iris  missouriensis.  Other  specimens  have  shown 
every  characteristic  of  this  form  except  none  have  had  so  short  a  stem.  Many  are 
unbranched,  one-flowered,  narrow-leaved,  narrow-bracted,  white  or  pale  lav¬ 
ender-blue  flowers,  persistent  leaf-bases  on  a  rhizome  that  is  less  than  1  cm  in 
diameter.  It  is  my  carefully  considered  opinion  that  Iris  pariensis  should  be 
reduced  to  synonymy  under  Iris  missouriensis  Nuttall. 

Literature  Cited 

Waddick,  James  W.  Iris  pariensis,  Tadpole  Shrimp  and  Gambling.  Bull.  Am.  Iris 

Soc.  284:  14-18.  Jan.  1992. 

Welsh,  Stanley  L.  New  Taxa  and  Combinations  in  the  Utah  Flora.  Great  Basin 

Naturalist,  46  (2):  256.  1986. 

Welsh,  Stanley  L.  et  al.  “A  Utah  Flora.  ”  Brigham  Young  Univ.  pg.  789.  1987. 


NOTICE 

Preparation  of  the  1989  Checklist  is  taking  longer  than  expected  because  of 
the  difficulty  of  the  conversion  to  computerized  records. 

AIS  Board  of  Directors 


24 


JUST  TRY  TO  FOOL  MOTHER  NATURE 

Carol  Warner  (Maryland) 

“The  Maryland  Home  and  Garden  Show  is  in  early  March,  could  you  supply 
some  irises  for  the  display?  ”  My  first  reaction  was,  no,  I  don’t  have  any  irises  in 
bloom  at  that  time.  With  a  bit  of  arm  twisting,  the  offer  of  greenhouse  space  and 
the  thought  of  thousands  of  people  seeing  the  irises,  my  brain  decided  that  1  could 
try.  Heaven  knows  I  had  plenty  of  clumps  of  irises  that  could  stand  thinning. 

I  began  my  search  for  information  on  forcing  irises.  All  the  sources  that  I  had  on 
hand  seemed  to  have  no  material  concerning  the  subject.  Currier  McEwen,  in 
The  Japanese  Iris,  has  a  short  section  on  pot  culture  which  states:  “If  potted  plants 
are  brought  into  the  greenhouse  or  indoors  under  lights  at  a  temperature  of  60°  F 
in  winter,  they  can  be  expected  to  bloom  in  eighty  to  ninety  days  (Ito  1966,  Hirao 
1984).  If  lights  are  used,  they  should  be  on  sixteen  to  twenty-four  hours  daily.” 

I  had  experimented  with  forcing  some  irises  a  couple  of  years  earlier  under 
lights  in  my  basement.  The  results  were  rather  poor,  but  the  best  success  was  with 
intermediates.  Considering  the  general  plan  for  the  exhibit  and  the  irises  available 
in  my  garden  which  could  be  divided  in  October,  IB’s,  TB’s,  Siberian  and 
Japanese  were  selected.  They  would  be  part  of  a  rather  formal  display  designed 
by  the  horticulturist  at  Cylburn  Arboretum  in  Baltimore. 

The  irises  were  dug,  potted  and  placed  in  a  refrigerator  in  the  machine  shop  at 
Cylburn  on  October  25.  The  show  was  due  to  start  on  March  5.  Using  Currier 
McEwen’s  figure  of  ninety  days  to  bloom,  the  Japanese  were  the  first  to  be  taken 
out  on  December  7  and  placed  in  a  greenhouse  at  50°  F  with  no  additional  light. 
The  Siberians  and  TB’s  were  moved  to  the  same  greenhouse  on  January  3.  The 
IB’s  were  removed  from  the  refrigerator  on  January  17,  and  the  whole  bunch 
were  moved  to  another  greenhouse  at  55°  F  with  four  additional  hours  of  light. 
(The  lights  came  on  about  6  to  10  o’clock  each  evening.)  By  this  time,  the 
Japanese  had  foliage  about  10-12"  in  height  and  the  Siberians  were  up  about  2 
inches.  On  January  31  the  light  was  increased  to  6  hours,  February  14  to  8  hours 
and  February  28  to  10  hours. 

Cylburn  is  about  25  miles  from  my  home,  so  I  had  to  rely  on  other  people  to 
tend  to  the  irises  on  a  daily  basis.  My  trips  were  about  two  weeks  apart  just  to  be 
sure  that  things  were  looking  the  way  they  should.  The  most  difficult  task  of  all  was 
convincing  the  greenhouse  staff  that  Siberians  and  Japanese  liked  lots  of  water 
and  the  bearded  irises  wanted  to  be  a  little  dry.  There  was  also  an  outbreak  of 
aphids  from  some  other  material  that  was  brought  into  the  greenhouse,  so  the 
whole  thing  had  to  be  fumigated  twice.  Osmocote,  a  timed  release  fertilizer,  was 
used  because  there  was  no  way  for  me  to  control  the  use  of  liquid  fertilizer. 

On  March  4  when  the  plants  were  transported  to  the  show,  I  was  pleased  with 
the  results.  The  IB’s  again  had  the  highest  percentage  of  bloom:  BUTTER 
PECAN,  OKLAHOMA  BANDIT,  BEDTIME  STORY,  BUTTER  COOKIE,  HISSY 
FIT,  and  HONEY  GLAZED  were  in  full  bloom.  The  stalks  were  shorter  and  the 
foliage  was  less  rigid  than  it  would  ordinarily  be  in  the  garden.  The  Siberians  in 
bloom  for  the  show  were:  MARILYN  HOLMES,  EARLY  BLUEBIRD,  SHAKER’S 
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PRAYER,  and  AUGURY.  Here  again  the  foliage  was  long  and  more  floppy  than 
normal.  Two  of  the  Japanese,  ROSE  QUEEN  and  JAPANESE  SANDMAN, 
bloomed  during  the  show.  Only  one  tall  bearded,  VANITY,  bloomed  at  all  and 
that  was  after  the  show.  Some  of  the  other  plants  bloomed  when  returned  to  the 
greenhouse,  but  they  were  nice  for  the  foliage  effect  in  the  display.  As  all  of  us 
know  who  transport  irises  to  shows,  it  was  no  small  matter  to  get  these  plants  to 
the  exhibit  and  in  place.  While  spreading  mulch  around  the  stooping  down,  one 
of  the  volunteers  sat  on  one  whole  stalk,  and  the  terminal  bloom  and  bud  were 
broken  off  another  plant! 

I  have  also  tried  to  force  Japanese  irises  for  our  regional  meeting  and  also  for 
the  National  Convention  last  year.  The  convention  pots  were  placed  in  a  pool  of 
water  for  good  fall  growth,  kept  in  a  cold  frame  packed  tightly  with  pine  needles 
and  then  placed  into  a  friend’s  greenhouse  in  February.  There  was  no  additional 
light,  but  the  heat  alone  forced  the  plants  almost  into  bloom.  The  plants  were 
nicely  stalked  and  budded  for  the  convention,  but  there  wasn’t  a  flower  any¬ 
where!  Jim  Copeland,  who  had  successfully  forced  some  before,  suggested  that 
they  would  bloom  faster  if  water  was  withheld.  Therefore,  the  one  most  likely  to 
bloom  by  the  last  tour  day  was  removed  from  the  pool  and  placed  in  the  warmest 
possible  spot  on  the  hot  black  driveway  in  front  of  the  house.  The  day  after  the 
convention,  one  of  the  ones  in  the  pool  was  in  full  bloom — just  try  to  fool  Mother 
Nature! 

Another  experiment  in  forcing  Siberians  to  bloom  a  few  days  earlier  was  tried 
for  the  convention  last  year.  Barney  Hobbs  had  told  me  about  how  they  had  tried 
to  get  their  Siberians  to  bloom  for  the  convention  in  Indianapolis.  They  had  used 
glass  windows  and  had  put  them  in  an  “A”  frame  over  the  beds  for  the  month  of 
January.  I  did  the  same  thing  here  on  the  guest  Siberians,  using  greenhouse 
plastic  instead  of  glass.  A  wood  frame  was  built  over  the  irises  in  the  fall  in  case  the 
ground  was  frozen  later.  The  plastic  was  to  be  put  over  the  frame  the  first  of 
January.  However,  it  was  60  to  70  degrees  in  January  so  I  decided  to  wait  and  put 
on  the  plastic  when  it  turned  cold.  It  was  on  for  the  month  of  February  instead. 
With  the  warm  March  that  followed  and  then  a  drop  to  12  degrees  in  April,  the 
plants  which  showed  a  lot  of  green  shoots  ended  up  with  burnt  tips  on  the  foliage. 
The  only  plant  which  was  located  under  the  plastic  and  was  also  elsewhere  in  the 
garden  was  SHAKER’S  PRAYER.  The  clump  under  the  plastic  cover  was  the  last 
to  bloom.  The  whole  season  was  so  early  that  the  convention  featured  Siberian 
bloom. 

At  times,  it  seems  that  Mother  Nature  doesn’t  know  what  she  is  doing.  We  had 
Spring  all  Winter  and  now  that  the  calendar  says  it  is  Spring  the  snow  has  begun 
to  fall.  But — I’ll  bet  my  irises  look  and  bloom  better  under  Mother  Nature’s  care 
than  when  this  mortal  tries  to  arrange  the  bloom  to  suit  a  specific  date. 
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Approved  Affiliates  for  1992 


Region  1 

Connecticut  Iris  Society 

Bob  Rousseau 
P.Q  Box  592 
Plantsville,  CT  06479 


Iris  Society  of  Massachusetts 
Lucy  G.  Burton 
188  Sagamore  Street 
South  Hamilton,  MA  01982 
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Maine  Iris  Society 
Stephen  Bell 
Route  1,  Box  3278 
Norway,  ME  04268 

Western  New  England  Iris  Society 
Stephen  Smith 
720  Oxbow  Road 
Orange,  MA  01364 

Region  2 

Empire  State  Iris  Society 

Carl  M.  O’Shea 

Route  4,  Box  461,  Reservoir  Rd. 
Clinton,  NY  13323 

Region  3 

Delaware  Valley  Iris  Society 

Larry  J.  Westfall 
60  Downing  Road 
Downingtown,  PA  19335 

Diamond  State  Iris  Society 

James  H.  Wilson 
112  Chapel  Hill  Drive 
Newark,  DE  19711 

Susquehanna  Iris  Society 
Harold  L.  Griffie 

Box  315 

Biglerville,  PA  17307 

Region  4 

Alleghany  Highlands  Iris  Society 

John  A.  Dameron 
Cove  Creek  Road 
Sweet  Springs,  W V  24980 

Blue  Ridge  Iris  Society 
Dennis  Stoneburner 
2114  Avenel  Avenue 
Roanoke,  VA  24015 

Carolina  Mountain  Iris  Society 

Walter  Hoover 
P.Q  Box  337 
Saluda,  NC  28773 


Chesapeake  and  Potomac  Iris 
Society 
Robert  Hall 

5708  Black  Hawk  Drive 
Oxon  Hill,  MD  20745 

Francis  Scott  Key  Iris  Society 

Man;  E.  Brown 

416  N.  Chapelgate  Lane 

Baltimore,  MD  21229 

Fredericksburg-Richmond  Iris 
Society 

Roger  L.  Glasshoff 
1111  Wythe  Court 
Fredericksburg,  VA  22405 

Tidewater  Iris  Society 

Frances  Thrask 
2109  Cocoa  Circle 
Virginia  Beach,  VA  23454 

Williamsburg  Iris  Society 
John  W.  “Bill”  Weaver 
114  Argali  Town  Lane 
Williamsburg,  VA  23185 

Region  5 

Flint  River  Iris  Society 
Pauline  Jellum 

P.Q  Box  187 

Orchard  Hills,  GA  30266 

Florida  Iris  Society 

Marjorie  Starkey 

111  49th  Ave.  Drive  West 

Bradenton,  FL  33507 

4255  Tobias  Road 
Akron,  MI  48701 

Foothills  Iris  Club 
Bob  Klatt 

2208  Willow  Place 
Anderson,  SC  29621 

Georgia  Iris  Society 
R.  L.  (Dick)  Hammond 
1359  Benteen  Way 
Atlanta,  GA  30315 
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Oconee  Valley  Iris  Club 

Sara  T.  Hood 

333  North  Main  Street 

Tennille,  GA  31089 

Piedmont  Carolina  Iris  Society 

Pat  Johnson 

290  West  Hampton  Avenue 
Spartanburg,  SC  29301 

South  Carolina  Iris  Society 
Ann  S.  Coggins 
377  Harmon  Road 
Hopkins,  SC  29061 

The  Summerville  Iris  Society 
Mrs.  Wells  (Virginia)  Burton 
3275  Miller  Drive 
Ladson,  SC  29456 

Region  6 

Akron  Area  Iris  Society 

Kevin  S.  Westmeyer 
209  South  Canton  Road 
Akron,  OH  44312-1505 

Central  Ohio  Iris  Society 
E.  Christine  Cremeans 
244  East  Center  Street 
P.O  Box  199 

West  Mansfield,  OH  43358-0199 

Grand  Valley  Iris  Society 
Gene  Kozak 
2109  Kinney  N.W. 

Grand  Rapids,  MI  49504 

Iris  Club  of  Southeast  Michigan 

Ann  Cline 
2311  Torquay 
Royal  Oak,  MI  48073-1117 
(Note:  Replaces  Southern 
Michigan  Iris  and  Hemerocallis 
Society) 

Iris  Growers  of  Eastern  Indiana 

Jack  Norrick 
1120  East  800  North 
Muncie,  IN  47303 


Northeast  Ohio  Iris  Society 
Anthony  Willott 
26231  Shaker  Boulevard 
Beachwood,  OH  44122-7111 

Northeastern  Indiana  Iris  Society 
Lynda  S.  Miller 
3167  E.  U.S.  224 
Ossian,  IN  46777 

Southwestern  Michigan  Iris 
Society 

Richard  O’Melay 
66231  CR652 
Mattawan,  MI  49071 

Tri-County  Iris  Society 
Barbara  Wortman 
14189  Boichot  Road 
Lansing,  MI  48906-1084 

Region  7 

Blue  Grass  Iris  Society 

Rodger  Donaldson 
2400  Mirahill  Dr. ,  Apt.  B 
Lexington,  KY  40509 

Jackson  Area  Iris  Society 
James  Patterson 
11  Hillsborough  Cove 
Jackson,  TN  38305 

Ken-Ten  Iris  Association 

Joyce  Reynolds 
Route  2,  Box  259-1-A 
Dresden,  TN  38225 

Louisville  Area  Iris  Society 

June  Richards 
3219  Richard  Avenue 
Louisville,  KY  40206 

Memphis  Area  Iris  Society 

William  Reinke 
Route  1,  Box  136H 
Bells,  TN  38006 

Mid  State  Iris  Society 
Phil  Williams 
P.O.  Box  41 
Eagleville,  TN  37060 
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Middle  Tennessee  Iris  Society 
Mitchel  Wright 
113  Blue  Grass  Drive 
Franklin,  TN  37064 

Southern  Kentucky  Iris  Society 
Estle  Ray  Hughes 
1914  Price  Avenue 
Bowling  Green,  KY  42104 

Tennessee  Valley  Iris  Society 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Luna 
1660  Mooresville  Rd.,  Rt.  2 
Lewisburg,  TN  37091 

Twin  State  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  James  (Sara)  Daves 
806  Burton  Point  Road 
Mt.  Juliet,  TN  37122 

West  Tennessee  Iris  Society 

George  Atkins 
9043  Winding  Way 
Germantown,  TN  38139 

Region  8 

Iris  Society  of  Minnesota 

Mrs.  Victoria  Sibell 
3619  Sheridan  Avenue  No. 
Minneapolis,  MN  55412 

Madison  Area  Iris  Society 

Edwin  E.  Kelsey 
W9155  Schofield  Road 
Poynette,  WI  53955 

Region  9 

Blackhawk  Valley  Iris  Society,  Inc 

Francis  Brenner 

Route  1,  Box  1,  100  S.E.  St. 

Dakota,  IL  61018 

Mid-Illinois  Iris  Society 

Orville  Dickhaut 
PO.  Box  374 
Carlinville,  IL  62626 


Northern  Illinois  Iris  Society 

Sylvia  W.  Smith 
25942  Tahoe  Ct. 

Mundelein,  IL  60060 

Prairie  Iris  Society 

Jerry  L.  Wilhoit 
Route  1,  Box  141 
Kansas,  IL  61933 

Southern  Illinois  Iris  Society 

Steve  Poole 
RR  #1,  Box  199 
Eldorado,  IL  62930 

Region  11 

Missoula  Iris  Society 

Erling  Gustafson 
3128  Eldora  Lane 
Missoula,  MT  59803 

Region  12 

Logan  Iris  Society 
Charell  Harris 
4630  Hollow  Road 
Nibley,  UT  84321 

Utah  Iris  Society 

Brad  Kasperek 

2511  West  10950  South 

South  Jordon,  UT  84065 

Region  13 

Greater  Portland  Iris  Society 

Wava  B.  Ludi 
36595  SE  Highway  211 
Sandy,  OR  97055 

King  County  Iris  Society 
Tony  Blanch 

6355  137th  Ave.  NE  #314 
Redmond,  WA  98052 

Pierce  County  Iris  Society 
Iris  Martin 

9925  18th  St.  Ct,  East 
Puyallup,  WA  98371 
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Tri-City  Iris  Society 

Rebecca  A.  Kennedy 
Route  12,  Box  2519 
Benton  City,  WA  99320 

Walla  Walla  Iris  Society 
Richard  W.  Johnson 
638  Ash  Street 
Walla  Walla,  WA  99362 

Region  14 

Clara  B.  Rees  Iris  Society 
Mike  Bernard 
1079  Bird  Avenue 
San  Jose,  CA  95125 

Fresno  Iris  Society 

Trudy  Graber 
7033  West  Shaw 
Fresno,  CA  93722 

Kings  Iris  Society 

Evelyn  Hayes 
51  South  Byron  Drive 
Lemoore,  CA  93245 

Las  Vegas  Iris  Society 
Berkeley  Hunt 
2812  Willoughby  Avenue 

Las  Vegas,  NV  89101 

Leo  T.  Clark — Foothill  Area  Iris 
Society 
Bill  Owen 
14  Huggins  Drive 
Orland,  CA  95963 

Monterey  Bay  Iris  Society 

Joseph  J.  Ghio 
1201  Bay  Street 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060 

Mt.  Diablo  Iris  Society 
Paula  Vaaler 
136  Wilson  Way 
American  Canyon,  CA  94589 

Redwood  Iris  Society 

Virginia  Lamb 
do  100  Canyon  Drive 
Ukiah,  CA  95482 


Sacramento  Iris  Society 

Walter  J.  Dean 
2334  Whittier  Place 
Fairfield,  CA  94533 

San  Joaquin  Iris  Society 

Scott  Reed 
4896  Granada  Lane 
Linden,  CA  95236 

Santa  Rosa  Iris  Society 

David  Cadd 
329  North  Street 
Healdsburg,  CA  95448 

Sequoia  Iris  Society 
Ed  Matheny,  III 

633  Chevy  Chase  Drive 
Tulare,  CA  93274 

Shasta  Iris  Society 

Vera  Stanley 
17518  Coyote  Lane 
Anderson,  CA  96007 

Southern  Nevada  Iris  Society 

Mrs,  C.  Gary  (Pat)  Saffell 
905  Palo  Verde  Drive 
Henderson,  NV  89015 

Sydney  B.  Mitchell  Iris  Society 

Edward  Wilkinson 
4145  Lincoln  Avenue 
Oakland,  CA  94602-2524 

West  Bay  Iris  Society 
Dick  Blanding 
21  Marvin  Avenue 
Los  Altos,  CA  94022 

Region  15 

Hi  Desert  Iris  &  Daylily  Society 

Patricia  J.  Girl 
P.O.  Box  715 
Acton,  CA  93510 

Inland  Iris  Society 

Joe  Daugherty 
5572  Amethyst  Avenue 
Alta  Loma,  CA  91701 
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Orange  County  Iris  &  Daylily  Club 

Gene  Strawn 

10411  Morningside  Drive 

Garden  Grove,  CA  92643 

San  Diego — Imperial  Counties  Iris 
Society 

Hazel  Carson 
6177  Tooley  Street 
San  Diego,  CA  92114 

San  Fernando  Valley  Iris  Society 

Tanya  Lamoreaux 
19801  Acre  Street 
Northridge,  CA  91324 

Southern  California  Iris  Society 

James  H.  Jones 
2213  Sparrow  Hill  Lane 
Lakewood,  CA  90712 

Sun  Country  Iris  Society 

Maudie  Brown 

4330  Weste  Encanto  Blvd. 

Phoenix,  AZ  85035 

Tucson  Area  Iris  Society 
Hayden  W.  (Bill)  Huffman 
624  West  Calle  Sevilla 
Tucson,  AZ  85706 

Region  17 

Belton  Iris  Society 

Dana  Glaser 
Route  2,  Box  328 
Buckholts,  TX  76518 

Benson  Iris  Society 

Ruth  James 

6614  Southwest  Parkway 
Wichita  Falls,  TX  76310 

Fort  Worth  Iris  Society 

Keith  A.  Smith 
6008  Wonder  Drive 
Ft.  Worth,  TX  76133 

Iris  Society  of  Austin 

Mel  Landers 
405  Cherry  Hill 
Austin,  TX  78704 


Iris  Society  of  Dallas 

Peggy  Lamb 
714  Pebble  Creek 
Garland,  TX  75040 

Johnson  County  Iris  and  Daylily 
Society 

Ida  Mae  Moore 
1603  Cobblestone  Ct. 
Cleburne,  TX  76031 

New  Braunfels  Iris  Society 

Kenneth  Triesch 
763  Mary  Blvd. 

New  Braunfels,  TX  78130 

North  Plains  Iris  Society 

Don  Johnson 
2818  Barbara  Lane 
Amarillo,  TX  79109 

Permian  Basin  Iris  Society 
Bill  Wilson 
14519  West  Chisolm 
Odessa,  TX  79763 

South  Plains  Iris  Society 

Dr.  Billy  G.  Skillman 
5402  26th  Street 
Lubbock,  TX  79407 

Texoma  Iris  Society 
Charles  L.  Brown 
3114  South  FM  131 
Denison,  TX  75020 

Waco  Iris  Society 
Mrs.  Hazel  Haik 
2300  Colonial 
Waco,  TX  76707 

Region  18 

Augusta  Iris  Society 

Robert  A.  Coloney 
Route  2,  Box  141 
Douglass,  KS  67039 

Boothill  Iris  Club 

Burnice  Shelly 
1914  Central,  Apt.  104 
Dodge  City,  KS  67801 
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Garden  City  Area  Iris  Club 
Keith  Fillmore 
4435  East  Nancy  Avenue 
Garden  City,  KS  67846 

Greater  Kansas  City  Iris  Society 
Donna  Aldridge 
7503  West  54th  Terrace 
Overland  Park,  KS  66202 

Greater  St.  Louis  Iris  Society,  Inc. 

Jerry  Patton 

702  West  Glen  Village  Dr. 

Ballwin,  MO  63021 

Hi-Plains  Iris  Club 

Jeanette  Tammen 
Box  98 

Timken,  KS  67582 

Hutchinson  Iris  Club 
Betty  Lou  Hill 
26808  West  17th 
Plevna,  KS  67568 

Iris  Society  of  the  Ozarks 

Thomas  Grim 
Route  10,  Box  774 
Springfield,  MO  65803 

Jeffico  Iris  Society 

Kenneth  Lee  Kremer 
5803  Amberway  Drive 
St.  Louis,  MO  63128 

Mineral  Area  Iris  Society 

Clyde  F.  Hahn 

200  North  School  Street 

Desloge,  MO  63601 

O’Fallon  Iris  Society 
Roy  Bohrer 
#1  Summer  Court 
St.  Paul,  MO  63366 

Parsons  Area  Iris  Society 

Betty  L.  Hare 
1317  30th  Place 
Parsons,  KS  67357 


Semo  Iris  Society 
Joy  E.  Braeuner 
Route  1,  Box  84 A 
Oak  Ridge,  MO  63769 

Show  Me  Iris  Society 

Doris  Hessee 
310  Fredericks 
Jefferson  City,  MO  65101 

Tri-State  Iris  Society 
Barbara  L.  Bowman 
Route  2,  Box  208 
Carthage,  MO  64836 

Washington  Iris  Society 

Robert  J.  Koch 
1985  Timberline  Drive 
Pacific,  MO  63069 

Wichita  Area  Iris  Club 

Mike  Hargrove 
1818  Cramer 
Wichita,  KS  67212 

Region  19 

Garden  State  Iris  Society 

Nancy  Szmuriga 
444  South  5th  Avenue 
Highland  Park,  NJ  08904 

Region  20 

Elmohr  Iris  Society 

Susan  Ewell 
15850  Siesta  Grove 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80908 

Loomis  Iris  Society 

Emery  Swartzendruber 
702  South  13th  Street 
Rocky  Ford,  CO  81067 

Region  21 

Cedar  Valley  Iris  &  Daylily  Society 
Barrett  Stoll 
Route  1,  Box  227-C 
Atalissa,  IA  52720 


33 


Dawson  County  Iris  Society 

Lester  Hildenbrandt 
HC  84,  Box  4 
Lexington,  NE  68850 

Elkhorn  Valley  Iris  Society 

Betty  Stoley 
208  Shetland  Path 
Norfolk,  NE  68701 

Greater  Omaha  Iris  Society 

Sally  A.  Bergei 
9042  Jones  Street 
Omaha,  NE  68114 

Sioux  Empire  Iris  Society 

Dorothy  Verhey 
Route  1,  Box  255 
Lennox,  SC  57039 

Siouxland  Iris  Society 

Arnold  Koekkock 
38  7th  Street,  N.E. 

Sioux  Center,  IA  51250 

The  Lincoln  Iris  Society 

Phil  Rooney 
5120  Spruce 
Lincoln,  NE  68516 

Trails  West  Iris  Society 
Julie  Feil 
710  Q  Street 
Gering,  NE  69341 

Region  22 

Central  Arkansas  Iris  Society 

Bonnie  Mancini 
710  North  Bryan 
Little  Rock,  AR  72205 

Hot  Springs  Iris  Society 

Fred  Penwell 
22  Aracena  Lane 
Hot  Springs,  AR  71909 

Lawton  Area  Iris  Society 

Shirley  Hollowell 
610  West  Alabama 
Anadarko,  OK  73005 


Norman  Area  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  L.  D.  (Novalee)  Worley 
2417  Brentwood  Drive 
Norman,  OK  73069 

North  Central  Iris  Society 

Joseph  R.  Barrows 
P.  O.  Box  82 
Glencoe,  OK  74032 

Northern  Oklahoma  Iris  Society 

Dorothy  I.  Cantwell 
320  North  9th  Street 
Ponca  City,  OK  74601 

Oklahoma  Iris  Society 

Helen  L.  Foster 
2404  SW  81st  Street 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  73159 

River  Valley  Iris  Society 

Juanita  F.  Vaughn 
202  Old  Post  Road 
Russellville,  AR  72801 

Rolling  Hills  Iris  Society 

Paul  W.  Gossett 
4107  East  2nd  Place 
Tulsa,  OK  74112 

Sooner  State  Iris  Society 

James  N.  Hawley 
2001  East  2nd 
Edmond,  OK  73034 

Southwest  Oklahoma  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  Jack  (Ruth)  Simmons 
Route  1,  Box  67 
Walters,  OK  73572 

Tulsa  Area  Iris  Society 

Betsy  Mahtani 
Route  1,  Box  213  BB 
Cleveland,  OK  74020 

White  County  Iris  Society 

LaVera  Burkett 
1002  Randall 
Searcy,  AR  72143 
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Region  23 

Albuquerque  Aril  Society 

Peter  R.  McGrath 
4605  Cairo,  N.E. 
Albuquerque,  NM  87111 

Lea  County  Iris  Society 

David  Ray  Hooten 
P.Q  Box  2133 
Hobbs,  NM  88240 

Mesilla  Valley  Iris  Society 
Mary  Ellen  Tafoya 
2005  Corley  Drive 
Las  Cruces,  NM  88001 

New  Mexico  Iris  Society 

Karen  Bergamo 
2508  Punta  De  Vista  NE 
Albuquerque,  NM  87112 

Pecos  Valley  Iris  Society 

Leslie  Jobe 
3109  Diamond  A 
Roswell,  NM  88201 

Roswell  Iris  Society 
Elda  Keith 
607  West  Tilden 
Roswell,  NM  88201 

Santa  Fe  Iris  Society 
Maggie  Rubino 
Route  4,  Box  62A 
Santa  Fe,  NM  87501 

The  Albuquerque  Iris  Guild 

Joy  Flamger 
2628  Valencia  N.E. 
Albuquerque,  NM  87110 


Region  24 

Birmingham  Area  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  Joseph  Wallace 
319  North  80th  Street 
Birmingham,  AL  35206 

Blount  Iris  and  Daylily  Society 

John  W.  Graves 
Route  2,  Box  73 
Blountsville,  AL  35031 

Botanical  Garden  Iris  Society 

Rosa  Belle  Van  Valkenburgh 
4747  Bob  Wallace 
Huntsville,  AL  35805 

Cullman  Iris  and  Daylily  Society 

Dorothy  Holmes 
592  Wildwood  Trail 
Warrior,  AL  35180 

Huntsville  Chapter  of  A.I.S. 

Billy  H.  Campbell 
4702  Mastin  Lake  Road 
Huntsville,  AL  35810 

Marshall  Iris  Society 

John  J.  Adkins,  Jr. 

200  Pecan  Avenue 
Albertville,  AL  35950 

North  Mississippi  Lakes  Iris 
Society 

J.  W.  Kuykendall,  Jr. 

Route  2,  Box  130 
Oakland,  MS  38948 
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CONTEMPORARY  VIEWS— 1991 

Perry  Dyer  (Oklahoma) 

Throughout  the  review,  the  term  “New  Iris”  is  defined  as  those  introduced 
within  the  last  3  years  inclusive. 

1.  The  Contemporary  Award,  given  to  the  Best  New  Iris  seen,  goes  to 
APOLLO’S  SONG  (Taylor  ’91).  What  a  fantastic  new  Louisiana!  A  first-year  plant 
produced  two  tall  50"  stalks  with  show  branching  of  4  well  spaced  branches,  wide 
enough  to  allow  the  moderately  large  flowers  to  open  and  expand  with  ease. 
Plenty  of  buds,  and  opens  2  and  3  at  once.  This  creamy  butter-yellow  was  the 
king  of  the  patch,  with  strong  stalks  that  held  up  beautifully  (unusual  for  this  color 
range).  Clean  colors,  with  no  other  infusions  to  contaminate  the  effect,  lightly 
ruffled,  and  completely  sunfast,  with  tough  leathery  texture  and  outstanding 
substance.  Extremely  vigorous,  husky  plants  with  plenty  of  increase. 
Runnersup:  RASPBERRY  FUDGE  (Keppel  ’89)  I  continue  to  be  impressed  with 
its  notable  resistance  to  rot,  excellent  plant  habits,  and  superb  branching  and  bud 
count.  Worthy  of  the  top  Honorable  Mention  (HM)  this  year.  This  is  the  best, 
overall,  of  the  Keppel  warm  plicatas.  A  medley  of  rich  raspberry,  chocolate,  and 
sienna  colors,  artfully  arranged  on  a  cream  background.  ROSETTE  WINE 
(Schreiner  ’89)  was  a  surprise  for  me.  This  rich  tapestry  of  rose  cerise  has  a  white 
area  radiating  from  the  heart  of  the  flower  (similar  to  what  the  Schrieners  call  their 
“zonal”  pattern,  but  the  light  area  is  not  quite  full  enough  to  meet  their  definition). 
Magnificent  show  stalk  branching — a  great  one  to  have  to  “save  the  show”  when 
we  have  those  early  bloom  seasons,  for  it  blooms  very  late  in  the  season.  Beautiful 
foliage,  and  the  plant  habits  appear  to  be  much  more  dependable  than  some  of 
the  predecessors  from  this  bloodline.  KUNIKO  (Gatty  ’89)  was  highly  thought  of 
even  while  still  a  seedling,  and  continues  to  impress.  Remindful  of  Joe’s  earlier 
introduction,  the  popular  WHITE  LIGHTNING,  except  that  KUNIKO  is  a  cleaner, 
“colder”  white  and  has  prettier,  heavier  lace.  But  the  bright  yellow  beard  really 
makes  the  flower,  as  with  WHITE  LIGHTNING.  The  difference  is  that  KUNIKO 
blooms  later  in  the  season,  and  won’t  fall  victim  to  our  notorious  late  freezes, 
which  unfortunately  the  very  fine  WHITE  LIGHTNING  was  so  susceptible  to 
because  of  its  extremely  early  season  of  bloom  and  tender  growth. 

2.  The  L’Elegante  Award  is  given  to  the  New  Iris  with  the  most  beautiful 
individual  flower  seen  this  year.  This  does  not  necessarily  address  the  overall  plant 
habits,  but  all  aspects  must  be  acceptable  to  merit  the  variety  receiving  this  award: 
MAUI  SURF  (Aitken  ’90).  This  divine  new  Border  Bearded  (BB)  bloomed  so  late 
that  the  Louisiana  season  was  already  in  full  force.  First-year  bloom  on  this 
produced  a  nice  stalk  with  decent  bud  count  and  plant  habits.  I  revelled  at  the 
individual  flowers — heavily  ruffled,  frothy  self  in  an  unusual  shade  of  medium 
blue,  with  undercurrents  of  violet  that  give  intensity  to  the  color  saturation  and 
carrying  power  in  the  garden. 

Runnersup:  MALIBU  MAGIC  (Taylor  ’91)  was  actually  my  favorite  of  all  the 
wonderful  new  imports  from  John  Taylor.  A  first-year  plant  produced  one  30" 
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stalk  with  graceful,  slightly  zigzagged  branching  (3  branches  +  terminal)  and  5 
buds.  As  with  MAUI  SURF,  this  has  an  unusual  shade  of  blue  in  its  base  color — 
this  time  almost  a  “greyed  blue”,  but  eloquent  rather  than  muddy.  Then,  shot 
throughout  the  entire  flower,  is  an  intricate  network  of  deeper  texture  veining, 
even  more  pronounced  than  Mary  Dunn’s  DELTA  DOVE  or  the  old  Georgia 
Hinkle  TB  classics.  Moderate-sized  flowers  have  crisp  substance,  just  the  right 
amount  of  ruffling  that  makes  the  flowers  airy,  and  a  picotee  “crimping”  never 
before  seen  in  this  color  of  Louisianas.  Superb  plant  habits,  too,  and  as  vigorous 
as  a  weed.  CORAL  COAST  (Vizvarie  ’89)  is  a  glorious  pastel  array  of  gentle 
apricot  standards,  wonderful  chalky-white  falls,  then  enhanced  with  a  very 
narrow  band  (almost  halo)  of  the  standards’  color.  Broad,  blocky  flowers  are 
gently  waved  rather  than  ruffled,  and  the  unique  texture  gives  carrying  power  to 
such  delicate  colors.  EMPRESS  JOSEPHINE  (Haymon  ’90)  is  a  rare  and  ex¬ 
quisite  near-black  Louisiana.  Its  sib,  GRACE  DUHON  (introduced  in  1988)  was 
the  Contemporary  Award  winner  in  1989.  The  EMPRESS  is  an  even  glossier, 
more  intensely  saturated  gem,  with  texture  more  like  silk  than  velvet. 

3.  The  9-1-1  Award  is  given  to  the  New  Iris  that  is  the  most  significant  hybridiz¬ 
ing  achievement  or  color  break:  GLADIATOR’S  GIFT  (Taylor  ’91),  the  first 
Louisiana  I’ve  seen  that  I  could  consider  true-brown.  It  was  a  pure  medium 
chocolate,  remindful  of  the  coloring  and  intensity  of  a  spuria.  The  sepals  are  only 
a  touch  lighter  in  henna,  and  the  falls  even  have  a  suggestion  of  a  deeper  band. 
Moderate-sized  flowers,  with  tight  compact  form  and  leathery  substance.  Com¬ 
pletely  sunfast  and  resistent  to  waterspotting  and  wind  burn.  Small  yellow  dagger 
signals  appear  on  all  6  petals  but  are  more  pronounced  on  the  falls. 

Rurmersup :  FASCINATOR  (Hager  ’90).  Such  breeding  potential  here!  Yellows 
and  browns  with  red  beards  will  be  achieved  with  this  iris — it’s  just  a  matter  of 
time.  FASCINATOR  is  a  bravura  concoction  of  browns,  russets,  tans,  and  golds, 
with  the  standards  slightly  deeper.  All  this  is  punctuated  with  a  bright  flame  beard. 
PRIVILEGED  CHARACTER  (Black  ’90)  is  the  vanguard  of  a  whole  new  era  of 
CHUBBY  CHEEKS  kids,  in  that  it  is  the  first  I  would  consider  a  luminata  pattern. 
A  rich  spectrum  violet  with  a  light  (nearly  white)  area  at  the  beard.  The  falls  are 
edged  in  spectrum  violet  also,  but  the  centers  are  a  marbled,  mottled  light  violet. 
Remindful  of  a  mini-version  of  the  Ensminger  TB,  PANDORA’S  PURPLE.  Joe 
Ghio’s  preintroductory  publicity  for  TEST  PATTERN  (’90)  touted  it  as  a  modern 
version  of  the  great  old  classic,  JOSEPH’S  MANTLE.  Well,  he  was  right  on  the 
money,  and  the  release  of  this  iris  shows  just  how  diverse  the  GIGOLO  line  can 
be.  A  butterscotch-tan  with  the  standards  a  self  and  the  falls  a  lighter  base,  then 
etch-a-sketched  with  a  joyful  marbling  and  washing  of  deep  russet,  brown  and 
violet.  A  pleasant  surprise.  Nice  broad  form  to  show  off  the  dejavu  pattern,  and  a 
decent  plant  and  stalk. 

4.  The  Sun  Belt  Award  is  given  to  the  Best  Proven  Variety,  i.e.,  one  that  has 
been  on  the  market  long  enough  to  be  thoroughly  tested  (at  least  4  years).  HOLY 
NIGHT  (Mohr  ’83)  is  the  epitome  of  what  a  good  iris  should  be.  It  is  the  standard 
by  which  hybridizers  should  be  striving  for:  Strong,  tall,  thick  stalks  rise  above 
lush  blue-green  foliage  with  amazing  increase.  The  flowers  are  large  and  well 
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structured,  holding  together  even  in  the  most  adverse  weather  conditions.  The 
backup  buds  expand  to  the  same  size  as  the  principal  blooms,  and  the  branching 
is  beautifully  spaced  in  a  modified  candelabra.  The  rich,  glossy  flowers  of  black 
satin  have  just  enough  ruffling  to  complete  the  form.  And,  incredibly,  HOLY 
NIGHT  is  a  proven  rebloomer.  Here  last  year,  it  began  its  second  season  of  bloom 
in  October  and  continued  until  the  first  hard  freeze  the  last  week  of  November. 

Runnersup:  NEUTRON  DANCE  (Blyth  ’87)  is  a  yellow  amoena,  the  brightest  and 
best  on  the  market.  Completely  sunfast,  a  beacon  shining  across  the  garden. 
Vigorous,  strong  plants  produce  stalks  of  moderate  height  with  3  well-placed 
branches  and  plenty  of  backup  buds.  CHAMPAGNE  ELEGANCE  (Niswonger 
’87)  is  one  I  had  originally  overlooked  (or  ignored).  The  color  scheme  is  a  bitoning 
and  blending  of  champagne  and  pink  tones,  finished  with  an  elegant  diamond¬ 
dusting  over  the  entire  flower.  A  good  companion  for  HOLY  NIGHT,  having  all 
the  same  qualities  but  on  shorter  stalks.  The  coloration  will  vary  with  the  season, 
moisture,  and  mineral  content  of  the  soil,  but  rather  than  a  defect,  it  adds  to  the 
enchantment.  Also  a  dependable  rebloomer,  reported  to  be  a  near  ever-bloomer 
in  the  temperate,  mediterranean  climates.  Another  Barry  Blyth  Original  com¬ 
pletes  this  group:  TOUCH  OF  BRONZE  (’83)  is  a  superb  garden  variety  that 
consistently  produces  great  show  stalks  also  (although  shorter  and  more  delicate 
than  some).  An  unusual  shade  of  powder  blue  (with  some  slate  undertones,  but 
not  drab),  capped  with  shocking  deep  blue  beards  that  are  heavily  tipped  deep 
brown.  The  visual  impression  is  a  black  beard,  and  against  the  light  blue  flowers, 
gives  a  dramatic  effect.  Smaller,  compact  flowers  are  in  compliance  with  the 
shorter,  leaner  stalks.  But  the  flowers  are  fat  and  wide  and  nearly  tailored  (just 
some  light  waving).  Buds  galore!  Barry  is  already  getting  a  wide  array  of  un¬ 
believable  offspring  from  this  one,  including  the  wonderful  blue  on  white  “barely- 
plic”  with  red  beards,  LIPSTICK  LIES.  I  predict  this  one  will  be  a  Progenitor  in  TB 
and  BB  breeding. 

5.  The  Dark  Horse  Award  is  given  to  the  variety  introduced  within  the  past  10 
years  that  I  feel  has  been  overlooked  by  AIS  judges,  and  deserves/deserved 
higher  awards.  The  winner  for  this  year  is  AZTEC  SUN  (Dyer  ’82).  Surprise! 
Those  of  you  that  know  me  personally  know  that  I’m  not  the  type  of  hybridizer 
that  goes  around  the  country  bragging  and  politicking  my  own  things.  If  anything, 
I  tend  to  be  overly-critical  and  harsh  with  my  work.  My  philosophy  is  to  choose 
the  right  thing  to  release,  put  its  best  foot  forward  and  try  to  get  good  distribution, 
then  sit  back  and  see  what  the  public  and  the  AIS  judges  think.  I  will  take 
exception  this  time  and  just  say  that  I  think  AZTEC  SUN  deserved  more  than  it 
was  awarded,  although  it  did  win  a  decent  HM.  Over  the  years,  I  have  come  to 
respect  this  brilliant  yellow  with  deeper  beards  more  and  more.  The  richest, 
totally  sunfast  full  yellow  ( not  golden  yellow)  I’ve  seen.  Leathery,  smooth  sub¬ 
stance.  Branching  and  bud  count  can  be  excellent.  A  vision  of  health  and  vigor, 
with  husky  blue-green  foliage. 

Rurtnersup :  RUFFLED  SURPRISE  (Rudolph  ’81)  is  a  hauntingly  beautiful  jungle 
blend  of  smoked-violet  standards  atop  ecru-ivory  falls  that  are  distinctively 
banded  with  a  chartreuse-gold  band,  and  then  smoked.  Form  is  prefection  par 
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excellence,  finished  with  heavy  ruffling.  Totally  different  from  the  type  of  work 
you  would  anticipate  from  the  late  great  Nate  Rudolph’s  program,  yet  one  of  his 
finest  achievements.  And  it  is  proving  to  be  a  sensational  parent  whose  pos¬ 
sibilities  haven’t  been  fully  tapped.  Had  GENIALITY  (O.  Brown  ’81)  been  a 
midseason  bloomer  rather  than  one  of  the  last  to  open  (after  all  the  judges  are 
pooped  and  “traveled  out”),  it  would  have  easily  won  an  AM.  An  elegant, 
melodious  bicolor,  with  standards  of  medium  rosy-pink  and  the  falls  in  mauve- 
pink,  tapped  with  deep  shrimp  beards.  Deep  pink  stylearms  pull  the  two  colors 
together,  and  the  whole  flower  is  finished  with  heavy  lace.  In  a  world  full  of  all 
kinds  of  crazy,  zany  plic  patterns,  PURPLE  PEPPER  (Nearpass  ’86)  is  unique. 
Well  named,  it  has  pansy  purple  standards  and  white  ground  falls  that  are  almost 
completely  bombasted  with  a  heavy  peppering  of  purple  even  deeper  than  the 
standards’  color.  Smoothly  tailored,  with  none  of  that  silly  lace  that  would  ruin  a 
color  pattern  such  as  this.  Mixing  this  with  the  more  popular  plic  lines  today 
should  be  quite  a  combination! 

6.  The  Cream  of  the  Crop  Awards  go  to  the  five  varieties  on  the  Dykes  Medal 
eligibility  list  that  I  consider  the  most  worthy,  in  order  of  preference:  EXTRAVA¬ 
GANT  (Hamblen  ’83),  is  magnificent  burnished  amethyst  with  deep  burnt  or¬ 
ange  to  sienna  beards,  with  wide  flowers  caressed  with  intricate  ruffling  and  lace. 
HELLCAT  (Aitken  ’83)  was  my  second  choice  this  year,  and  still  impresses  me  as 
the  benchmark  of  Intermediate  Bearded  (IB)  breeding  in  today’s  market.  A  rich 
neglecta  with  a  shoe  polish  sheen,  with  branching  and  bud  count  we  should  now 
expect  and  insist  upon  with  new  IB  introductions.  This  cross-breed  truly  captured 
the  best  of  both  worlds.  ACADIAN  MISS  (Arny  ’80)  has  become  a  classic  in  its 
own  right  among  white  Louisianas.  ACADIAN  MISS  is  smaller  and  more  compact 
in  flower  size  than  its  parent,  CLARA  GOULA,  but  is  a  purer  white.  It  also  has  nice 
ruffling  and  great  show  stalks.  It  inherited  the  elegance  and  etheral  beauty  of  /. 
giganticaerulea  (Clara  Goula)  and  the  vigor,  stamina,  and  compactness  of  I. 
breuicaulis  (Clyde  Redmond).  CRYSTAL  GLITTERS  (Schreiner  ’85)  has  been  a 
bit  of  a  dark  horse,  relatively  speaking.  This  is  a  medley  of  pastels  in  hues  of  ivory, 
champagne,  peach,  and  pink,  all  heavily  ruffled  and  encased  with  diamond 
dusting.  The  rather  thin,  graceful  stalks  are  deceptively  strong,  easily  supporting 
show-stalk  branching  with  3  open  at  once  without  faltering.  And  SOFT  SPOKEN 
(Dyer  ’80),  the  soft  lilac  BB  with  shrimp  beards  which  won  the  Knowlton  Medal  in 
1988.  ... 

7.  The  Pick  of  the  Litter  Award  goes  to  the  most  outstanding  seedling  viewed 
this  year:  TWEETY  BIRD  (Black  ’92).  This  SDB  is  Paul  Black’s  finest  and  most 
exciting  achievement  in  a  decade  of  median  hybridizing.  It  is  a  fat  little  yellow  with 
contrasty  bright  orange  beards  and  a  touch  of  orange  at  the  hafts  that  gives  an 
inner  warmth.  The  entire  flower  is  enlivened  with  a  mint  julep  underglow.  Crisp 
and  clean,  with  form,  substance,  and  clarity  of  color  and  contrast  never  before 
seen  in  the  SDB  class.  It  has  very  busy  plant  habits,  with  plenty  of  bloom  stalks 
and  plenty  of  increase  left  over  the  next  year.  The  foliage  and  stalk  height  are  in 
good  proportion,  with  stalks  carrying  one  branch  and  four  buds. 
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Runnersup :  MARGARET  LEE  (Taylor  ’92)  is  a  much  glorified,  deeper,  richer 
version  of  the  Debaillon  winner,  CHARLIE’S  MICHELE  (Amy).  The  substance  is 
so  thick  and  the  ruffling  so  intense  that  the  flowers  take  2  full  days  to  open.  The 
sepals  are  a  magenta  pink  with  somewhat  of  an  entrancing  mottled  effect,  and  the 
falls  are  2  to  3  shades  deeper.  The  buds  are  buff  colored,  and  the  ruffles  cause  the 
underside  to  show,  even  on  a  fully  expanded  flower.  Breathtaking!  The  ultimate  in 
bubble  ruffling!  Paul  Black  89U25  is  a  new  type  of  plicata  from  GLITZ  N 
GLITTER  breeding.  The  standards  are  a  creamy  white  to  pale  yellow  base, 
banded  in  plum-brown,  with  a  gilt-edged  gold  rim  at  the  top  of  the  standards.  The 
falls  are  a  warm  white  base,  with  the  hafts  a  heavy  concentration  of  plum-brown. 
Down  the  falls,  the  band  transfigures  into  a  more  brassy-gold  band,  finally 
diminishing  to  a  chartreuse  color  in  the  band  around  the  bottom  of  the  falls.  Try 
putting  all  of  THAT  on  a  registration  card!  The  stitchery  is  stippled  and  dotted 
within  the  3A"  band.  This  has  been  named  MIX  AND  MATCH. 

Tall  Beardeds  By  Color  Group 

Reds  to  Maroons:  Bill  Maryott  owns  the  market  in  maroons,  and  BURGUNDY 
BUBBLES  (’87)  continues  to  impress  me.  This  wide,  sunfast  maroon-wine  is  the 
heaviest  ruffled  of  the  lot,  and  the  satin  sheen  is  exceptional.  ROYAL  PREMIERE 
(’85)  is  a  smaller,  tighter,  more  compact  flower  that  is  actually  my  favorite.  It  is 
more  of  a  true  maroon  than  wine.  And  now  ALMADEN  (’90)  arrives.  It  is  a  deep 
velvety  wine  with  a  nice  luster  and  good  shape.  Exceptionally  strong  stalks  have  3 
well  spaced  branches  and  double  buds.  Classics:  POST  TIME  (Schreiner  ’71); 
RED  PLANET  (E.  Smith  ’70);  WONDERFUL  ONE  (Reynolds  ’70). 

Apricots  to  Oranges:  GOOD  SHOW  (Hager  ’88)  is  still  the  best  orange  on  the 
market  today.  A  huge  extrovert  that  has  the  strongest  stalks  and  the  best  branch¬ 
ing  and  bud  count  in  the  rich  oranges.  GRATUITY  (Hager  ’90),  on  first-year 
bloom,  showed  great  promise,  and  is  an  even  deeper,  richer  shade  of  orange.  Joe 
Ghio  is  doing  some  nice  work  in  this  color,  and  I  finally  got  to  see  why 
ESMERALDA  (’88)  is  so  popular.  It  i$  a  smaller,  shorter,  heavily  ruffled  deep 
orange  small-tall  that  Joe  wisely  changed  to  TB  from  its  original  BB  classification. 
Some  of  the  stalks  here  reach  36",  but  most  hover  right  about  30".  MON¬ 
TEVIDEO  (Ghio  ’87)  is  more  of  a  medium  orange  with  large,  impressive  flowers. 
FUN  FEST  (O.  Brown  ’88)  is  another  one  of  those  that  opens  so  late  in  the  season 
that  most  of  the  public  rarely  gets  to  see  it.  It  is  an  unusual  shade  of  apricot-orange, 
in  that  it  has  a  salmon  underglow  and  poppy  red  beards.  Heavy  ruffles  add  zest  to 
the  fest.  Howard  Shockey  has  produced  another  TB  winner  with  PARFAIT 
DELIGHT  (’88),  a  luscious  confection  of  pastel  apricots,  creams,  and  pinks,  with 
the  falls  slightly  lighter  in  the  center,  then  banded  with  the  blended  colors.  The 
king  of  the  garden  in  plant  habits,  with  huge  plants  rivaling  HOLY  NIGHT. 
Classics:  HAYRIDE  (B.  Jones  ’71);  MANDARIN  MOON  (Moldovan  ’70);  SALM¬ 
ON  DREAM  (Rudolph  ’70). 

Pinks:  SANDY  ROSE  (O.  Brown  ’88)  has  been  a  sleeper.  As  with  so  many  of 
Opal’s  things,  it  is  an  extremely  late  bloomer.  Very  well  named,  it  is  literally  a 
sandy  rose  with  broad  classy  form  and  garnished  with  a  beard  in  a  pleasing  shade 
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of  sienna  coral.  The  entire  flower  has  a  burnished  toasty  look,  remindful  of  the 
Ghio  bloodline.  BEAUTIFUL  DREAMER  (Hamblen  ’88)  is  also  a  late  bloomer 
with  silken  pink  and  ivory  shadings,  somewhat  lighter  in  the  heart  of  the  flower. 
Unobtrusive  and  smaller  in  stature,  but  with  typically-incredible  Hamblen 
branching.  A  trio  of  Gatty  pinks  are  worth  another  review.  Each  is  slightly  different 
in  intensity  and  flower  form,  and  distinctive  enough  to  each  be  worthy  of  a  place 
in  the  garden:  FRENCH  PASTRY  (’87)  is  a  soft  cotton  candy  pink  with  powdered 
sugar  dusting  in  the  falls.  Broad  and  heavily  ruffled.  SATIN  SIREN  (’87)  is  a  rich 
medium  pink,  a  cleaner  TRIPLE  CROWN  with  good  plants  that  are  quite  resistant 
to  leaf  spot.  The  deepest,  and  my  favorite,  is  FEMME  FATALE  (’88),  a  presenta¬ 
tion  of  hot  pink  (almost  as  deep  as  WARM  EMBRACE)  with  ruffling  and  lace  on  a 
full-formed  bodice.  We’ve  come  a  long  way  from  CHERIE!  Classics:  PAINTED 
PINK  (Plough  ’71);  PINK  PIROUETTE  (Newhard  ’70);  PRINCESS  (Gatty  ’72); 
WOODLAND  ROSE  (O.  Brown  ’70). 

Lavenders  to  Violets :  DESIGNER’S  RAGE  (Black  ’91)  is  such  a  unique  color  it’s 
hard  to  decide  where  to  even  put  it  in  the  review,  unless  it’s  in  Potpourri!  A  crushed 
velvet  in  smoked  mauve,  creamed  raspberry,  diamond  dusted  rosy  mauve  .  .  . 
YOU  try  to  describe  it.  Don’t  bother  to  look  it  up  in  the  color  charts — it  ain’t  there! 
This  wide,  shapely  color  gem  is  my  favorite  and  the  most  unique  of  Paul  Black’s 
irises.  A  deep  burnt  sienna  beard  just  adds  to  the  captivation.  With  admittedly 
inconsistent  branching  and  bud  count,  one  can  nonetheless  take  this  melting  pot 
of  bloodlines  and  further  confuse  the  issue  with  the  Hamblen,  Ghio,  Keppel,  Opal 
Brown,  and  Shoop  lines.  DRIFTING  ALONG  (O.  Brown  ’88)  is  another  that’s 
difficult  to  “categorize.”  A  soft  blend  of  lilac  and  blue,  lighter  in  the  falls,  and  all 
diamond  dusted.  The  light  coral  beards  and  delicate  lace  do  not  break  the 
ambiance.  FARAWAY  PLACES  (Keppel  ’88)  is  a  sultry,  muted,  mulled  wine  to 
rose,  with  suggestions  of  apricot  across  the  falls  that  add  to  the  mystery.  Rich 
terra-cotta  to  sienna  beards  are  an  asset.  It  is  heavily  ruffled  and  has  a  strange 
“rolled-back”  look  in  the  falls.  Classics:  CARO  NOME  (B.  Brown  ’70);  FOND 
WISH  (E.  Smith  ’67);  LAURIE  (Gaulter  ’66). 

Deep  Violets  to  Blacks:  A  couple  of  new  additions  were  most  worthy,  in  addition 
to  two  nice  ones  reviewed  last  year:  GYRO  (Aitken  ’89)  and  MY  SHADOW 
(Magee  ’90).  EVENING  SILK  (Aitken  ’90)  is  a  rich,  wide,  lightly  waved  silky  near¬ 
black  with  all  the  great  stalk  and  plant  habits  of  its  parent,  SUPERSTITION,  but 
with  much  smoother  hafts  and  deeper  intensity  of  color  saturation.  A  child  of  the 
great  EVELYN’S  ECHO,  MAJESTIC  INTERLUDE  (Kegerise  ’89)  is  also  a  lus¬ 
trous  deep  midnight-blue  to  violet-black,  and  an  improvement  over  its  parent,  if 
that’s  possible.  Unfortunately,  it  is  also  a  rather  late  bloomer.  The  bold,  robust 
background  of  TITAN’S  GLORY  is  most  evident  in  SPACE  VIKING  (Hager  ’89), 
an  imposing  monster-flower  of  smooth  dark  violet,  held  up  on  stallion  show  stalks 
approaching  4'  tall.  Form  is  perhaps  a  bit  more  “finished”  than  its  famous  daddy. 
Classics:  BASIC  BLACK  (Hager  ’71);  NEPTUNE’S  POOL  (Moldovan  ’72); 
SWING  SHIFT  (Sexton  ’72). 

Blues:  HONKY  TONK  BLUES  (Schreiner  ’88)  continues  to  take  this  part  of  the 
country  by  storm,  being  the  Most  Popular  Iris  at  the  Sooner  State  show  and  on 
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the  Sooner  State  tour  this  year.  A  rich  deep  blue  with  a  subtle  white  wash  over  the 
falls,  and  ruffling  so  heavy  that  the  lighter  color  of  the  underneath  of  the  petals 
shows  on  a  fully  opened  flower,  as  happens  with  MARGARET  LEE.  An  exciting 
presentation.  The  Schreiner  family  has  produced  yet  another  fine  light  blue. 
RAPTURE  IN  BLUE  (’90)  is  a  wide  blocky  heavily  ruffled  translucent  blue  that 
shows  signs  of  turquoise  in  its  pigmentation.  Finally  got  to  see  DOUCE  FRANCE 
(Anfosso  ’88).  It  is  a  major  advancement  in  red-bearded  blues.  Deepest  aqua¬ 
marine  florets  have  the  richest  red  beards  seen  to  date,  screaming  from  the  heart. 
All  this  and  even  a  hint  of  lace.  Classics:  PRAISE  THE  LORD  (Boushay  ’72); 
ROCKETTE  (O.  Brown  71);  RUSHING  STREAM  (Schreiner  71);  TEMPO 
(Hinkle  70). 

Whites:  Where  have  I  been?!  ANY  SUNDAE  (Durrance  ’86)  stopped  me  in  my 
tracks!  Purest',  pristine  white,  with  shocking  fire-engine  red  beards — the  thickest, 
bushiest,  boldest,  and  most  intense  ever.  Smaller,  dainty  flowers  all  afrill  with  tight 
lace.  PERFECT  PEARL  (Black  ’91)  is  an  opalescent  ice-white  with  pearl-grey 
overtones  and  captivating  designer-ruffling.  Shorter  and  smaller  in  stature,  with 
moderate-sized  flowers  in  compliance  with  the  diminuitized  stalks  (30"  tall).  Tight 
ripple-ruffles  adorn  the  compact  florets.  ICE  CAVE  (Wright  ’86)  continues  to  be  a 
classy  blue-white  ice  sculpture,  with  translucent  waves  and  fluting.  A  short-tall, 
with  nonetheless  faultless  branching  and  bud  count.  Its  limited  distribution,  even 
after  favorable  appearances  at  two  national  conventions,  is  most  disheartening. 
Classics:  ANGEL  CHOIR  (Schliefert  70);  ANGEL  UNAWARES  (Terrell  70); 
CARRARA  MARBLE  (Scheaff  70);  NINA’S  DELIGHT  (Ghio  ’64). 

Creams  to  Yellows:  HOLLYWOOD  BLONDE  (Gatty  ’89)  is  a  large,  busty 
blonde-yellow,  gradually  lightening  to  near-white  in  the  center  of  the  falls,  below 
lemon  beards.  Blocky  form  is  lightly  waved  and  laced.  WAKEUP  CALL  (Black 
’89)  is  technically  a  yellow  amonea,  but  appears  as  a  light  yellow  to  the  eye. 
Shorter,  show  stalks  with  branching  reminds  one  of  its  Kegerise  heritage.  Tightly 
structured,  with  swirling  ruffles  and  waves.  Classics:  CAROLINA  GOLD  (Powell 
70);  ON  TARGET  (Knopf  70);  TREASURE  ROOM  (Williamson  70);  YELLOW 
CHIFFON  (Rudolph  70). 

Plicatas:  KISSING  CIRCLE  (Stevens  ’89)  is  a  clean,  pure  deep  blue  on  white  plic, 
remindful  in  pattern  of  some  of  the  old  classics  such  as  CHARMED  CIRCLE  or 
GRAPHIC  ARTS.  A  pleasing  sight,  after  all  the  “cluttered”  plies  in  the  recent  past. 
Moderate-sized  flowers  are  displayed  on  short  (30")  stalks  with  superb  branching. 
Originally  registered  as  a  BB,  it  is  a  small-tall,  and  very  graceful.  POINT  MADE 
(Innerst  ’88)  is  a  wild  bicolor-plic,  with  buff-tan  standards,  lightly  infused  violet. 
The  broad  falls  have  a  white  base,  then  deocrated  with  a  crazy-quilt  patterning  of 
rich  deep  purple,  then  edged  in  purple  plicata  edging.  The  wash,  mottling,  and 
streaking  varies  from  flower  to  flower  and  makes  for  a  surprise  every  time. 
COLORWATCH  (Innerst  ’87)  is  a  burgundy  on  white  plicata,  remindful  of  the  old 
classic,  PORT  WINE,  with  the  patterning  so  intense  that  the  creamy  patch  in  the 
center  of  the  falls  barely  shows  through.  Adorned  with  light  lace,  too.  Two 
GIGOLO  children  from  Keith  Keppel  were  very  exciting:  BEGUINE  (’89)  has  an 
amber  to  cream  base  patterned  with  dots  and  stippling  in  shades  of  deeper  amber, 
rich  roses,  and  deep  salmon.  A  rust-orange  beard  just  makes  the  color  splash. 
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ABSTRACT  ART  (’90)  is  smaller  and  more  compact,  with  deeper  rose-purple 
markings,  wildly  striated  and  painted  on  a  golden-orange  base.  CIRCUS  JEWEL 
(Nichols-Albers  ’88)  is  a  zany  purple  plic,  directly  from  MYSTIQUE.  The  white 
ground  is  joyfully  striped  and  stitched  in  a  style  reminiscent  of  old  CIRCUS 
STRIPES  (Plough),  but  with  a  refined,  modern  form.  SILHOUETTE  (M.  Dunn 
’89)  is  my  favorite  of  several  recent  plicata  releases  from  Bob  and  Mary.  White 
ground  is  completely  covered  with  an  elegant  wash  of  lavender-blue,  with  solid 
hafts  and  margins  on  the  falls.  LIPSTICK  LIES  (Blyth  ’85)  is  an  overlooked 
barely-plic,  a  chalky  white  self  with  a  minimal  number  of  tell-tale  blue  plic 
markings  in  the  shoulders  of  the  falls.  Add  to  this  a  bright  carrot-red  beard,  and 
you  have  a  unique  iris.  Classics:  CASINO  QUEEN  (Gibson  ’71);  ODYSSEY 
(Babson  71);  SADDLE  SHOES  (Plough  71);  SUMMER  SUNSHINE  (Gibson 
72). 

Variegatas,  Neglectas,  Amoenas,  and  Bicolors:  CRANBERRY  CRUSH  (Aitken 
’86)  is  one  of  the  richest  on  the  market.  A  tightly  formed,  intensely  ruffled 
neglecta,  completely  underlaid  with  cranberry.  The  midribs  of  the  standards  have 
a  heavy  infusion  of  the  deep  fall  color.  MAGHAREE  (Blyth  ’86)  was  planted  next 
to  NEUTRON  DANCE  and  made  a  colorful  contrast.  A  full-colored  pink  amoena 
like  no  other!  Standards  are  a  lavender-white,  flushed  rose.  The  broad,  expansive 
falls  are  richest  rose-pink,  pulsating  with  color,  then  edged  lighter.  Bright  tan¬ 
gerine-orange  beards  just  add  fuel  to  the  fire.  ECHO  DE  FRANCE  (Anfosso  ’84) 
is  perhaps  an  even  prettier,  brighter  color  of  full  yellow  in  the  falls.  But  the 
branching,  bud  count,  and  flower  form  aren’t  quite  as  good  as  its  Aussie  cousin. 
Both  are  worthy  additions  to  the  garden.  The  best  variegata  in  recent  years  is 
SMART  ALECK  (Gatty  ’88),  a  super-glorified  version  of  its  parent,  the  famous 
SHOW  BIZ.  Tall  and  bold,  and  demanding  attention,  with  old  gold  standards  and 
velvet-smooth  dark  red  falls,  smooth  at  the  hafts.  A  late  bloomer  that  retains  its 
color  well  in  the  heat.  Technically,  PURGATORY  (Moores  ’87)  could  be  consid¬ 
ered  a  variegata.  Orangish-brown  standards  top  smooth  red-brown  falls,  all 
finished  with  a  leathery  substance  and  a  sizzling  look.  A  bit  of  a  finicky  grower  for 
me,  but  unique  enough  to  put  up  with  it  MARIACHI  MUSIC  (Maryott  ’88)  is  a 
new  bicolor/variegata  that  shows  good  promise.  Standards  are  a  solid  tan  and  the 
falls  a  blending  of  reds  and  violets,  then  banded  in  tan.  Very  loud  colors,  and  fun. 
Two  older  bicolors  are  worth  a  review:  SWEET  MUSETTE  (Schreiner  ’86)  is  a 
lovely  bicolor  I’ve  never  personally  grown  but  think  a  lot  of.  I  see  other  people 
have  “discovered”  it  also,  because  it  pulled  down  an  Award  of  Merit  (AM)  this 
year!  Soft  harmony  with  gentle  lavender-pink  standards  sitting  atop  richer  rose- 
pink  falls,  with  a  color  combo  that  never  clashes.  Outstanding  branching  and  bud 
count,  and  great  plant  habits  too.  SOONER  SERENADE  (Shaver  ’84)  is  a  rich 
combo  of  claret-wine  standards  against  cherry-black  to  wine  falls  with  a  dis¬ 
tinctive  banding  of  the  standards’  color.  Tell-tale  haft  marks  belie  its  plicata 
background,  around  bronze  beards,  but  are  not  offensive.  Classics:  GUITAR 
COUNTRY  (Plough  71);  ROAD  FROM  MADRID  (Peterson  72);  SNOW 
CLOUD  (Schreiner  70);  TROPICAL  NIGHT  (Schreiner  70). 
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Potpourri :  The  King  of  Kolor,  George  Shoop,  continues  to  WOW  us  with  dazzling, 
zestful  color  combos.  HAWAIIAN  QUEEN  (’86)  has  deep  peachy-buff  standards 
with  hints  of  rose  and  orchid;  falls  are  a  lighter  buff-salmon  accented  with  brilliant 
orange-red  beards.  As  with  most  of  George’s  things,  the  amount  of  ruffling  and 
lace  is  not  overstated;  rather,  a  gentle  waving  on  compact  flowers.  ISLAND  GIRL 
(’85)  is  almost  a  reverse  brown  amoena,  with  deep  rosy-tan  standards  blended 
lavender  atop  straw  yellow  falls,  blended  apricot.  Again,  bright  tangerine  beards. 
HULA  DANCER  (’85)  has  unusual  colors  with  rosy-purple-brown  standards  and 
tannish-brown  rosy  falls,  interrupted  by  bright  orange  beards.  The  growth  habits 
from  the  entire  bloodline  are  somewhat  weaker  than  we  like.  The  kaleidescope  of 
colors  continues!  GOODBYE  HEART  (Schreiner  ’89)  was  one  of  the  big  sur¬ 
prises  this  year:  Large  flowers  are  a  zestful  bicoloring  of  warm  peach  standards 
and  pink  lemonade  falls  with  shrimp-pink  beards.  Looks  like  two  scoops  of 
sherbet  with  a  maraschino  cherry  in  the  middle.  VIDA  (Daling  ’87)  is  an  over¬ 
looked,  colorful  blend  of  ashes  of  roses  and  buff.  The  falls  are  several  shades 
lighter,  then  embellished  with  a  deeper  band  and  then  a  golden  halo  at  the  edge  of 
that  band.  Classics :  LOUISE  WATTS  (Blocher  ’71);  PANTOMIME  (Babson  70); 
SABER  DANCE  (O.  Brown  ’70). 

Space  Age:  I  am  convinced  that  the  first  TB  white  with  true  blue  beards  will  come 
from  Space  Age  breeding  (thank  you,  SKY  HOOKS).  DEITY  (Byers  ’88)  is  a 
broad,  milky  blue-white,  with  falls  pure  white  with  true  blue  horns  protruding 
from  blue  beards.  Magnificent  form  and  substance.  LOVEBIRD  (Byers  ’88), 
looked  particularly  good  on  an  established  clump  this  year.  Truly  diminuitive 
proportions  do  not  take  away  from  the  excitement  of  its  pink  plicata  markings  with 
carrot  beards  ending  in  horns.  Simply  charming,  with  excellent  branching  and 
bud  count.  Substance  is  notably  better  than  most  other  pink  plies,  and  lace  adds 
to  the  daintiness.  Another  small-tall  is  THORNBERRY  (Robarts  ’86),  an  over¬ 
looked  rosy-lavender  with  coral-red  adornments.  HANDS  UP  (Byers  ’88)  is  a 
glorified  SKY  HOOKS  with  cleaner  yellow  color— creamy  falls  have  wild  horns/ 
spoons  in  violet.  Nicely  ruffled.  I’m  also  sure  yellows  with  true  blue  beards  will 
appear  from  Space  Age  work  (thank  you,  SKY  HOOKS). 

Medians 

Miniature  Tall  Beardeds  (MTB's):  Ken  Fisher  is  now  one  of  the  nation’s  leading 
hybridizers  of  MTB’s  in  the  country,  and  FROSTED  VELVET  (’89)  has  taken  the 
country  by  storm.  Finally,  an  improvement  over  its  famous  parent,  CONSUM¬ 
MATION.  Cool  white  standards  with  rich  velvety-violet  falls  with  a  hairline  edging 
of  white  and  creamy  white  beards.  For  me,  it  has  been  a  better  grower  than  its 
parent.  This  Walter  Cup  winner  has  superb  branching  and  bud  count.  The  grand 
dame  of  MTB’s,  Mary  Louise  Dunderman,  has  another  winner  with  CHERRY 
(Dunderman  ’89).  A  perky,  cherry-red  plicata,  with  the  standards  almost  a  solid 
color.  The  falls  have  a  neat  plic  edging  of  the  cherry-red  stitching.  Completing  the 
trio  of  dynamo  hybridizers  is  Terry  Varner  from  Ohio.  I  don’t  think  he  would  be 
offended  to  be  referred  to  as  a  protege  of  Mary  Louise.  QUIET  PLACE  (’88)  is  a 
cool,  simple  gentian  blue  self  with  white  beards  and  slightly  lighter  area  in  the  falls. 
Beautiful  form,  and  a  fresh  look  in  the  garden.  Classics:  ROSEMARY’S  DREAM 
(Dunderman  ’82);  WHITE  CANARY  (Roberts  ’73). 
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Border  Beardeds:  ZINC  PINK  (Ensminger  ’87)  is  very  popular  right  now,  winning 
the  top  AM  this  year.  But  frankly,  it  looks  just  like  PINK  BUBBLES  to  me,  but  has 
inferior  branching.  FAUX  PAS  (Keppel  ’90)  is  a  nice  addition  to  the  great  lineup  of 
Keppel  BB  plicatas.  A  cute  name — it  has  rather  innocent  standards  in  a  muted 
peach.  But  then  the  falls  explode  in  a  fireworks  display  of  deep  roses,  violets,  and 
orchids,  heavily  sanding  and  filtering  through  to  the  base  color.  Typically  superb 
proportions,  with  outstanding  branching.  The  color  combo  in  MISS  NELLIE  is 
apparently  very  popular,  but  I  don’t  particularly  care  for  the  gaudy  look.  Its  child, 
CALICO  CAT  (Lankow  ’89)  is  a  bit  more  refined,  but  retaining  the  same  excellent 
proportion  and  flower  form  of  MISS  NELLIE.  Light  yellow  standards  over 
lavender  falls,  yellow  edges,  and  distinctive  rose  shoulder  pads.  I  wish  Carol  had 
lived  long  enough  to  see  her  kitty  rise  to  the  top  of  the  BB  HM  list  this  year. 
COPPER  GLAZE  (Hamblen  ’86)  has  been  a  slow  grower  for  me  over  the  years, 
but  it  is  still  a  fine  addition  to  a  class  where  true  representatives  are  rare.  Tight 
compact  flowers  are  an  antique  gold-buff  with  cinnamon  hafts  that  hint  at  its 
PICAYUNE  lineage.  The  beards  are  a  wonderful  root  beer  to  copper.  Heavy 
substance,  and  tight  symmetrical  ruffles.  Never  goes  out  of  class  in  height  or 
flower  size.  Classics:  EMBROIDERY  (Keppel  ’71);  ORACLE  (Ghio  ’71);  TANYA 
ELIZABETH  (Wolff  72). 

Intermediate  Beardeds:  The  star  in  Blanchard  this  year  was  ASK  ALMA  (Lankow 
’87).  Wildly  vigorous,  solid  plants  produce  multiple  stalks  with  great  branching 
and  bud  count.  The  flowers  are  very  simple,  but  a  very  bright  blend  of  coral- 
orange  and  pink  with  tangerine  beards.  Extremely  popular  nationwide,  and  the 
winner  of  a  strong  AM  this  year,  second  only  to  the  great  light  yellow,  MAUI 
MOONLIGHT  (Aitken).  BROADWAY  BABY  (Gatty  ’90)  is  well  named,  a  sizzling, 
diminutive  IB  version  of  its  parent,  BROADWAY  Bronze  to  tan  standards  are  solid 
with  no  plic  markings;  the  falls  are  a  warm  white,  heavily  banded,  oxblood  red. 
Outstanding  wide  form,  and  lightly  ruffled.  Another  exciting  plicata  is  FIDDLE 
FADDLE  (Hager  ’89),  similar  in  color  and  pattern  to  its  dwarf  parent,  PEPPER 
MILL  (Hager):  A  light  yellow  ground  plic,  heavily  peppered  and  strippled  in 
chocolate.  An  overlooked  plicata  is  BLUE  CALICO  (C.  Palmer  ’86),  a  pure  blue 
on  white  plic  with  excellent  form  and  proportion.  The  banding  is  the  bluest  of  the 
blue  IB  plies  I’ve  seen  thus  far.  NECTAR  (Keppel  ’90)  is  from  plicata  breeding 
also,  but  appears  a  nectarine-yellow  blend  with  no  markings  to  the  eye.  Classy 
form.  Bright  orange  beards  tipped  red.  Two  Aussies  complete  the  category  this 
year.  They’re  sibs,  but  totally  different  from  each  other,  and  a  lot  of  fun:  POSH 
(Blyth  ’87)  is  a  vigorous  apricot-salmon  blend  with  gorgeous  deep  orange  beards. 
STRUM  (ditto)  is  a  yellow  amoena,  but  with  the  same  screaming  beards.  Both  are 
sufficiently  wide,  with  simplistic  form  and  finish  to  allow  the  eye  to  concentrate  on 
the  color  combos.  Classics:  RUBY  CHIMES  (A.  Brown  72);  SPACE  CADET 
(Moldovan  70);  SWEETIE  (Warburton  71). 

Standard  Dwarf  Beardeds:  The  early  success  of  SERENITY  PRAYER  (me,  ’89) 
has  been  most  gratifying.  I’m  getting  great  reports  from  all  over  the  country,  and 
we’re  now  hearing  that  it’s  a  reliable  repeat  bloomer  and  rebloomer.  One  of  Paul 
Black’s  releases  from  the  same  year  (’89)  is  similar  in  background,  but  distinctive 
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enough  from  SERENITY  PRAYER  that  they  really  shouldn’t  be  compared:  SIGH 
is  a  magnificent  work  of  art,  with  cool  icy  white  flowers  blessed  with  elegant  soft 
blue  beards.  SIGH  has  excellent  form  and  substance  supreme,  with  no  other 
coloration  to  distract  from  the  glacial  effect. 

A  cute  new  CHUBBY  CHEEKS  kid  released  this  year,  INKY  DINKY,  is  like  a 
mini-version  of  the  TB,  CIRCUS  STRIPES,  but  with  tight,  compact  dwarf  form 
and  more  consistent  plicata  striations.  A  double  shot  of  CHUBBY  CHEEKS 
produced  MUPPET  MADNESS  (Black  ’91).  The  standards  are  almost  completely 
infiltrated  with  a  rich,  bold  purple  from  the  red  side.  The  falls  have  a  little  bit  of 
white  peeking  through,  but  are  banded  in  a  solid  red-purple,  then  the  color  eeks 
out  onto  the  center  of  the  falls,  seeking  the  deep  purple  beards.  TROU¬ 
BADOUR’S  SONG  (Black  ’91)  is  surely  the  strangest  of  the  lot,  and  I  love  it.  The 
standards  are  a  white  base,  but  almost  completely  infused  in  orchid-lavender  and 
tan,  and  a  tan  halo.  The  falls  are  basically  the  same  pattern,  but  with  slightly 
deeper  colors  and  more  of  a  white  halo.  Follow  the  halo  up  to  the  shoulders  and 
beard  area,  and  there  you  have  it — loooominata!  Make  it  in  the  shape  of 
CHUBBY  CHEEKS,  and  you  have  a  wonderful  addition  to  the  rare  luminatas.  A 
couple  of  lemon  yellows  from  Cleo  Palmer  were  most  impressive  this  year: 
SENSATIONAL  (’90)  is  a  broad,  shapely  blending  of  lemon  yellow,  with  the  color 
gradually  lightening  to  near  white  in  the  midribs  of  the  standards  and  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  falls  around  the  beards.  Superb  substance  and  light  ruffling.  SPANISH 
EMPIRE  (’90)  is  a  sib,  very  similar  in  color  and  pattern,  but  has  even  a  touch  of 
lace.  Both  are  very  strong  growers. 

PUMPIN’  IRON  (Black  ’90)  is  a  bold  color  study  in  rich  dark  tones,  with  vibrant 
red-black  standards  over  falls  which  hold  an  even  deeper  black  cherry  spot, 
surrounded  by  a  glow  of  rich  magenta  purple  edging.  Remindful  of  a  much- 
improved,  modern  BLOODSPOT.  No  steroids  here — just  a  good  solid,  disci¬ 
plined  bloodline.  Its  papa,  FORTE  (Black  ’87)  continues  to  impress  me,  and  its 
smaller  flowers  should  be  a  valuable  tool  in  SDB  breeding.  Sharp,  perky  colors, 
with  vibrant  deep  orchid  standards  and  velveteen  blackish-red  falls,  highlighted 
with  pansy  purple  beards.  An  excellent  garden  subject,  with  outstanding  plant 
habits  it  passes  on  to  its  children.  One  of  Paul’s  that  has  been  overlooked  was  one 
of  my  AM  votes  for  the  year:  MARY’S  LAMB  (’87),  smaller  and  petite  in  stature,  it 
is  a  pert  white  with  warm  shoulders  of  creamy  yellow,  ruffled,  and  then  gentle  pale 
violet-blue  beards  in  harmony  with  the  mood  created.  This  distant  cousin  of 
SERENITY  PRAYER  has  perfect  proportions,  with  a  mound  of  bloom  on  a 
vigorous  plant,  leaving  plenty  of  increase  for  next  year. 

An  SDB  that  sneaked  up  on  me  was  SPLIT  DECISION  (Hobbs  ’89),  an 
unusual  amoena  with  pure  white  standards  hovering  over  cool  violet-blue  falls 
which  are  then  edged  in  a  fine  halo  of  white,  with  cream  beards.  The  color  in  the 
falls  appears  to  be  stroked  onto  the  white  base  with  an  artist’s  brush,  but  the  effect 
is  a  solid  color  nonetheless.  Slender  delicate  stalks  have  1  to  2  branches,  and  2  to  4 
buds.  A  Hager  SDB  that  has  been  overlooked  by  the  judges  thus  far  is  RUSTY 
DUSTY  (’88),  a  well-named,  bronzy  rust-brown  plicata  on  full  yellow  ground, 
with  the  falls  an  even  deeper  coloring.  A  notably  better  performer  and  increaser 
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than  some  of  the  brown  plic  SDB’s  released  over  the  years.  Another  SDB  whose 
name  well  describes  its  appearance  is  OH  JAY  (Lankow  ’88),  a  compact  colorful 
saffron  yellow  that  blends  into  light  orange  (juice),  marked  with  bold  orange 
beards.  Very  vigorous,  but  my  only  complaint  is  that  the  foliage  (this  year)  was 
very  messy,  easily  leafspotting  and  “burning”  on  the  edges  from  excess  moisture. 
Hopefully  it  won’t  do  that  again. 

And  lastly,  a  nice  breeding  partner  for  Barry  Blyth’s  blue-bearded  pinks  such 
as  KANDI  MOON,  is  PINK  PANTHER  (Willott  ’88),  a  funky  pale  pink,  warmed  at 
the  hafts  with  amber  shoulders,  and  then  zipped  up  with  a  pale  to  light  blue  beard. 
Classics:  BANBURY  RUFFLES  (Reath  70);  DEMON  (Hager  72);  MYRA’S 
CHILD  (Greenlee  71);  RANGERETTE  (Hamblen  71);  WOW  (A.  Brown  70). 

Miniature  Dwarf  Beardeds  (MDB’s):  SPOT  OF  TEA  (Black  ’89)  is  a  favorite:  A 
warm  honey  brown  with  a  dainty  spot  of  deeper  (tea)  brown  in  the  center  of  the 
falls.  Magnificent  proportions  at  the  upper  part  of  the  height  limits  but  always  in 
class,  with  dainty  flowers  that  are  shapely  and  look  like  the  name.  CINNAMON 
APPLES  (Black  ’90)  small,  fat  little  flowers  have  golden-tan  standards  (cin¬ 
namon)  and  smooth  yummy  red-brown  falls  (yep,  apples),  then  a  narrow  edge  of 
gold  (brown  sugar?).  Backup  bud  in  the  terminal  on  the  5"  stalks  gives  an 
extended  bloom  and  a  mound  of  color.  A  nice  contrast  between  these  two 
deeper-toned  dwarfs  would  be  DAISY  FRESH  (Willott  ’88),  a  wide  warm  white 
with  yellow  midribs  in  the  standards  and  a  spot  (glow)  of  yellow  in  the  falls.  It  is 
from  SDB  breeding,  and  it’s  admittedly  at  the  top  of  the  MDB  class,  but  it  is  a 
lovely  fresh  face  with  good  proportions  with  tight,  compact  flowers  and  a  well 
extended  season  of  bloom  in  the  established  clumps.  CANDY  FLUFF  (Miller  ’88) 
is  a  popular  little  light  pink,  in  a  color  where  worthy  additions  to  the  class  are  still 
very  few  and  far  between.  Very  vigorous,  with  nice  shorter  foliage  here.  The 
flowers  are  lightly  ruffled  and  have  a  slightly  deeper  pink  beard.  Classics:  BUT¬ 
TERCUP  CHARM  (A.  Brown  70);  PURPLE  SIDEBURNS  (Kavan  72);  THREE 
CHERRIES  (Hager  71). 


THE  AIS  DISPLAY  SCREEN 


To  Order  Our  Display  Screen  for . 

Your  Society’s  Booths  at  Fairs  &  Trade  Shows 
Write  to:  Don  R.  Peterson 

1870'25th  Avenue 
Columbus,  Nebraska  68601 

Remember  to  reserve  it  early. 

Don  will  ship  it  UPS  collect,  and  your  society  pays  to  ship  it  back  to  him. 
Directions  for  setting  up  and  taking  down  are  inside  the  cover  of  the  case. 
The  pictures  are  expensive — please  handle  carefully! 
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OLD  MEMBERS  ....  NEW  MEMBERS 

Audrey  Machulak  (Wisconsin) 

No  one  can  convince  me  that  raising  irises  is  only  FUN!!  It  is  also  hard  work. 
Now  the  question,  “F(ow  can  you  have  fun  and  hold  the  older  members  in  the  iris 
society?  ” 

Well,  first  of  all,  they  become  “older  members”  by  their  love  for  an  unusual 
flower,  their  determination  to  make  a  success  of  raising  this  flower  and  giving  their 
time,  energy  and  money  to  the  cause.  They  carried  this  load  year  after  year  until 
they  got  to  be  “older  members.  ”  It  was  that  simple.  How  many  of  our  dedicated 
older  members  plug  along  until  failing  health  makes  them  cut  back? 

We  need  not  offer  them  fun  and  games  at  meetings  as  a  reward  for  their 
attendance,  but  we  could  offer  a  “thank  you”  every  now  and  then.  They  know 
their  organization  can’t  function  without  membership  participation,  and  they 
willingly  show  up  to  offer  their  help.  With  faithful  members  like  this,  the  organiza¬ 
tion  functions  smoothly. 

It  is  no  fun  pulling  weeds  in  the  hot  sun  until  one’s  back  is  breaking,  nor  it  is  fun 
staking  bloom  stalks  when  it  is  raining  cats  and  dogs.  It  is  no  fun  as  one  nervously 
displays  a  show  stalk  knowing  that  any  minute  a  bloom  could  snap  off,  nor  is  it  fun 
freezing  fingers  as  one  covers  the  irises  for  winter  protection.  The  older  members 
repeat  these  processes  year  after  year  out  of  love  and  dedication  to  irises  and  to 
the  society  that  promotes  them. 

Our  problem  isn’t  how  we  continue  to  hold  “older  members.  ”  They  are  of  the 
faithful  lot  and  continue  on  despite  set-backs  and  occasional  failures.  Our  real 
challenge  lies  in  getting  younger  members  to  become  old  members.  Unless  it  is 
low  in  cholesterol,  can  be  completed  in  five  minutes,  or  ends  up  on  a  floppy  disk, 
our  young  people  are  often  not  interested  in  what  we  have  to  offer.  Raising  irises 
and  membership  to  a  society  that  is  promoting  them  means  work  .  .  .  and  most 
people  today  find  other  outlets'  for  their  time. 

One  solution  might  be  for  hybridizers  to  introduce  an  iris  that  you  plant  in 
August,  then,  return  in  May  to  the  spot  and  find  the  plant  in  full  bloom.  The 
following  May  you  return  again  and  find  the  plant  in  full  bloom,  and  it  now  has 
tripled  in  size.  No  muss  or  fuss  in  between.  Or  maybe,  if  we  could  convince  all  the 
runners  in  the  U.S.  that  raising  irises  can  do  for  their  health  what  a  five-mile-trot 
does,  we  would  have  more  members  than  we  have  irises. 

For  the  moment,  I  don’t  think  there  is  a  fool-proof  method  to  entice  new 
members.  All  we  can  continue  to  offer  are  quality  educational  programs,  helpful 
advice  and  that  bond  of  friendship  that  is  only  found  among  irisarians.  .  .  . 
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In  Memoriam 
HARLEY  E.  BRISCOE 

Orville  and  Lu  Dickhaut 

Harley  Briscoe’s  interest  in  irises  spanned  more  than  60  years  of  his  life.  In 
1926,  he  purchased  his  first,  then  modern,  tall-bearded  iris.  His  hybridizing 
records  go  back  to  the  early  1930’s.  In  later  years,  he  hybridized  mainly  Siberian 
irises,  standard  dwarf  and  miniature  dwarf  bearded  irises.  In  1980,  his  SDB,  MRS. 
NATE  RUDOLPH  won  the  Cook-Douglas  Medal.  His  BRASS  BUTTON  was  an 
award  winning  miniature.  STEVE  VARNER,  his  first  Siberian  introduction,  won 
the  Ira  Wood  Medal  in  1982  and  the  Morgan-Wood  Medal  in  1987.  It  is  still  a  good 
example  of  the  large,  round  formed  flowers  that  were  Harley’s  specialty.  A  visit  to 
his  garden  in  White  Hall  when  the  Siberian  irises  were  in  bloom  was  always  a 
visual  treat.  Panoramas  of  clear,  vibrant  colored,  wide-petaled  flowers  prevailed 
in  row  upon  row  of  seedlings.  Harley  also  grew  the  best  of  many  other  hybridizers’ 
introductions. 

Paralleling  Harley’s  interest  in  hybridizing  irises,  daylilies,  peonies,  and  hostas 
was  his  lifetime  work  in  soil  conservation.  Here,  too,  innovative  thinking,  com¬ 
mon  sense,  hard  work,  and  integrity  were  his  trademarks.  Harley  started  his 
conservation  work  with  the  Civilian  Conservation  Corps  (CCC)  program  in  the 
1930s  and  soon  became  an  aide  on  a  County  Soil  Conservation  team. 

During  World  War  II,  he  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Army  and  served  in  Germany 
where  he  earned  two  Purple  Hearts.  He  also  received  the  Bronze  Star  for  heroism 
in  ground  battle  on  November  30,  1944. 

After  the  war,  he  resumed  his  conservation  work  and  studied  plant  genetics, 
soils,  and  other  agriculture  subjects  at  Blackburn  College,  the  University  of 
Tennessee,  Purdue  University,  and  the  University  of  Missouri  where  he  received 
his  degree  in  agriculture  in  1951.  He  returned  to  Carlinville  to  become  the  Work 
Unit  Conservationist  for  the  Macoupin  County  Soil  and  Water  Conservation 
Department.  He  retired  from  this  position  in  1971.  He  never  tired  of  learning  nor 
of  teaching  others.  His  enthusiasm,  agility  of  mind  and  body,  a  wry  sense  of 
humor,  and  generosity  inspired  others  to  grow  some  of  his  favorite  flowers  or  to 
use  sound  conservation  practices.  Most  often  those  who  failed  to  heed  his  advice 
were  the  losers. 

Harley  found  time  to  serve  in  various  local  offices  including  president  of  the 
SIIS.  In  the  mid  70s,  he  was  RVP  of  Region  9  and  served  on  the  board  of  the 
region  until  his  recent  death. 

Until  this  last  season,  Harley  was  an  active  AIS  Master  Judge  of  irises  and 
recently  became  one  of  the  few  AIS  Emeritus  Judges.  He  was  also  a  hemerocallis 
judge. 

Harley  was  his  own  harshest  critic  when  looking  at  his  own  seedlings.  Many 
good  plants  were  never  marketed.  When  viewing  his  seedlings  with  him,  we’d  be 
admonished,  “Don’t  tell  me  what  you  like  about  the  plants.  Tell  me  what  you 
don’t  like  about  them.  ” 

Harley,  we  know  what  we  liked  about  you,  and  we  wouldn’t  change  a  thing! 
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In  Memoriam 

Richard  Cherry  (California) 

Fred  Matzke  (New  York) 

Edward  N.  Christensen  (Washington) 

Margaret  Mullen  (New  Jersey) 

Richard  Cole  (Illinois) 

Addie  Z.  Thain  (Oklahoma) 

John  M.  Cummings  (Massachusetts) 

Robert  L.  Thompson  (South 

Audrey  Held  (New  Jersey) 

Carolina) 

CONTRIBUTIONS  AND  MEMORIAL  GIFTS 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY:  Send  to  The  American  Iris  Society,  Jeane 
Stayer,  Secretary,  7414  E.  60th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK  74145. 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  FOUNDATION:  Send  to  AIS  Foundation, 
Richard  T.  Pettijohn,  Treasurer,  122  S.  39th,  Apt.  604,  Omaha,  NE 
68131.  Donations  to  the  Foundation  and  AIS  are  tax  deductible. 

Note:  please  include  name  and  address  of  next-of-kin  pertaining  to 
memorial  gifts,  so  that  a  card  of  acknowledgment  may  be  sent. 
Checks  should  be  payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society  or  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Iris  Society  Foundation. 


CONTRIBUTION  TO  THE 
AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  FOUNDATION 

October  1,  1991  to  March  31,  1992 

CONTRIBUTIONS  IN  MEMORY  OF: 


Mabel  Bacon  (MI) 

Southwestern  Michigan  Iris  Society 
(MI) 

L.  W.  (Faye)  Beeman  (CA) 

James  P.  Me  Whir  ter  (CA) 

Mona  Bostwick  (CA) 

Betty  L.  Ganschow  (CA) 

Harley  Briscoe  (IL) 

Ethel  B.  Baukus  (WI) 

Show  Me  Iris  Society  (MO) 

Eric  Tankesley-Clarke  (MO) 

Robert  Tankesley-Clarke  (MO) 

Monty  Beyers  (CA) 

Tom  and  Jean  Burns  (CA) 

Sidney  P.  DuBose  (CA) 

Abe  Feuerstein  (CA) 


Joe  Gatty  (CA) 

Ben  R.  Hager  (CA) 

Marilyn  Harlow  (CA) 

Marilyn  Holloway  (CA) 

Keith  Keppel  (CA) 

Kitty  Loburg  (CA) 

Suky  and  Clarence  Mahan  (VA) 
Bill  Maryott  (CA) 

James  P.  McWhirter  (CA) 

Mt.  Diablo  Iris  Society  (CA) 

Kay  Nelson  (NE) 

Manley  Osborne  (CA) 

Dick  Pettijohn  (NE) 

Redwood  Iris  Society  (CA) 
Region  14,  AIS 

San  Fernando  Valley  Iris  Society 
(CA) 
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Show  Me  Iris  Society  (MO) 

Jim  and  Marky  Smith  (WA) 
Sydney  B.  Mitchell  Iris  Society 
(CA) 

Eric  Tankesley -Clarke  (MO) 
Robert  Tankesley-Clarke  (MO) 
George  and  Jewell  Warner  (KS) 

Oren  and  Campbell  (AR) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  C.  Butler 
(AR) 

Leda  Christlieb  (KS) 

Carl  and  LaRue  Boswell  (CA) 
Nell  and  Glenn  Corlew  (CA) 
Greater  Kansas  City  Iris  Society 
(KS-MO) 

Hutchinson  Iris  Club  (KS) 

Iris  Society  of  the  Ozarks  (MO) 

Phyllis  Holtz  Culver  (ID) 

Keith  Keppel  (CA) 

Caroline  DeForest  (OR) 

Keith  Keppel  (CA) 

Lucy  Fry  (KS) 

Paul  Black  (OK) 

Carl  and  LaRue  Boswell  (CA) 
Nell  and  Glenn  Corlew  (CA) 
Greater  Kansas  City  Iris  Society 
(KS-MO) 

M.  E.  Rockwell  (TX) 

Lilly  Gartman  (CA) 

Paul  Black  (OK) 

Sidney  P.  DuBose  (CA) 

Joe  Gatty  (CA) 

Ben  R.  Hager  (CA) 

Keith  Keppel  (CA) 

James  P.  McWhirter  (CA) 

Duane  and  Joyce  Meek  (OR) 
Evelyn  B.  Newman  (CA) 

Lois  O’Brien  (CA) 

Manley  Osborne  (CA) 

Region  14,  AIS 
Roris  Gardens  (CA) 

George  and  Olive  Rice  Waters 
(CA) 


Joseph  A.  (Joe)  Gatty  (CA) 

Terry  and  Barbara  Aitken  (WA) 
Paul  Black  (OK) 

Raymond  A.  Blicharz  (NJ) 

Bob  and  Jean  Brown  (CA) 

Opal  Brown  (OR) 

Tom  and  Jean  Burns  (CA) 

Abe  Feuerstein  (CA) 

Joseph  J.  Ghio  (CA) 

Marilyn  Harlow  (CA) 

Marilyn  Holloway  (CA) 

Dorothy  C.  Howard  (OK) 
George  and  Carla  Lankow  (WA) 
Bill  Maryott  (CA) 

Dolores  T.  Denney  (KS) 

James  P  McWhirter  (CA) 

Mt.  Diablo  Iris  Society  (CA) 

Ron  Mullin  (OK) 

Irene  Nelson  (TX) 

Kay  Nelson  (NE) 

Elsiemae  and  Nelson  Nicholson 
(CA) 

Lois  O’Brien  (CA) 

Manley  Osborne  (CA) 

Dick  Pettijohn  (NE) 

Region  14,  AIS 
M.  E.  Rockwell  (TX) 

Schreiner’s  Gardens  (OR) 

Show  Me  Iris  Society  (MO) 

Jim  and  Marky  Smith  (WA) 
Sydney  B.  Mitchell  Iris  Society 
(CA) 

Eric  Tankesley-Clarke  (MO) 
Robert  Tankesley-Clarke  (MO) 
George  and  Jewell  Warner  (KS) 
Leon  and  Edith  Wolford  (TX) 

Frances  and  Larry  Gaulter  (CA) 

Schreiner’s  Gardens  (OR) 

Larry  Gaulter  (CA) 

Carl  and  LaRue  Boswell  (CA) 
Nell  and  Glenn  Corlew  (CA) 
Dolores  Denney  (KS) 

Joe  Gatty  (CA) 

Keith  Keppel  (CA) 
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Duane  and  Joyce  Meek  (OR) 
Lois  O’Brien  (CA) 

Melba  Hamblen  (UT) 

Paul  Black  (OK) 

Bob  and  Jean  Brown  (CA) 

Opal  Brown  (OR) 

Cooley’s  Gardens  (OR) 

Dolores  T.  Denney  (KS) 

Sidney  P.  DuBose  (CA) 

Joe  Gatty  (CA) 

Joseph  J.  Ghio  (CA) 

Ben  R.  Hager  (CA) 

Marilyn  Holloway  (CA) 

Dorothy  C.  Howard  (OK) 

Keith  Keppel  (CA) 

Logan  Iris  Society  (UT) 

James  P.  McWhirter  (CA) 

Mt.  Diablo  Iris  Society  (CA) 

Ron  Mullin  (OK) 

Irene  Nelson  (TX) 

Kay  Nelson  (NE) 

Dick  Pettijohn  (NE) 

M.  E.  Rockwell  (TX) 

Schreiner’s  Gardens  (OR) 

Vic  and  Grace  Sellers  (NE) 
Show  Me  Iris  Society  (MO) 
Sydney  B.  Mitchell  Iris  Society 
(CA) 

Eric  Tankesley-Clarke  (MO) 
Robert  Tankesley-Clarke  (MO) 
Utah  Iris  Society  (UT) 

Leon  and  Edith  Wolford  (TX) 

Marguerite  Hawkinson  (CA) 

Dolores  Denney  (KS) 

Mary  Hoskins  (CA) 

Dolores  Denney  (KS) 

Bob  Hubley  (CA) 

Dolores  Denney  (KS) 

Ray  John  (TX) 

Claire  and  Bill  Barr  (CA) 

Nell  and  Glenn  Corlew  (CA) 

Mary  Keppel  (CA) 

George  and  Jewell  Warner  (KS) 


Carol  Lankow  (WA) 

Paul  Black  (OK) 

Walt  Luihn  (CA) 

Joe  Gatty  (CA) 

Keith  Keppel  (CA) 

Lois  O’Brien  (CA) 

Walt  and  Marty  Luihn  (CA) 

Carl  and  LaRue  Boswell  (CA) 

Nell  and  Glenn  Corlew  (CA) 

Leo  T.  Clark  Foothill  Iris  Society 
(CA) 

Duane  and  Joyce  Meek  (OR) 
Schreiner’s  Gardens  (OR) 

Clara  M.  MacLaren  (ME) 

Maine  Iris  Society  (ME) 

Betty  McKusick  (AZ) 

Kay  Nelson  (NE) 

Blanche  Peavey  (TX) 

M.  E.  Rockwell  (TX) 

Joan  Pierson  (ENG) 

Kay  Nelson  (NE) 

Elizabeth  Reneau  (TX) 

M.  E.  Rockwell  (TX) 

Julius  “Fred”  Riedel  (AZ) 

Marilyn  Harlow  (CA) 

Bill  Maryott  (CA) 

Francesca  Thoolen  (CA) 

Frances  Sawyer  (ME) 

Maine  Iris  Society  (ME) 

Mayme  Street  (MO) 

Greater  Kansas  City  Iris  Society 
(KS-MO) 

Laura  Sutton  (MN) 

Iris  Society  of  Minnesota  (MN) 
Char  and  Gus  Sindt  (MN) 

Leah  Williams  (MI) 

Southwestern  Michigan  Iris  Society 
(MI) 

John  Wilmanns  (CA) 

San  Fernando  Valley  Iris  Society 
(CA) 
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Ethel  M.  Young  (CA) 

George  M.  Young  (CA) 

CONTRIBUTIONS  IN  HONOR 

OF: 

Catherine  Long  Gates  (CO) 

M.  E.  Rockwell  (TX) 

PIGMENT  PRINTING 

David  L.  Merrill  (Virginia) 

Means  of  identifying  iris  cultivars,  even  after  the  name  tag  has  been  lost,  has 
intrigued  me  for  quite  some  time.  It  is  only  now,  since  retirement,  that  I  have  had 
time  to  do  the  necessary  research  work  to  prove  or  disprove  the  idea  of  “Pigment 
Printing.  ” 

Fingerprints,  as  well  as  ear  characteristics,  are  used  to  identify  people  because 
of  the  individualistic  nature  of  these  identifying  marks.  It  was  thought  that  the 
quantity  and  number  of  different  pigments  contained  in  the  flower  of  a  particular 
cultivar  would  also  be  highly  individualistic  and  be  useful  in  identifying  plants 
whose  names  have  been  lost.  Therefore,  this  research  work  was  conducted  just  to 
answer  one  question:  “Will  it  work?.  ” 

First,  whole  blooms  were  collected,  placed  in  plastic  bags,  along  with  name 
tags,  and  frozen.  At  the  proper  time,  single  blooms  were  removed  from  the  deep 
freeze,  placed  in  stoppered,  and  foil-wrapped  test  tubes,  and  taken  to  the  lab  for 
pigment  extraction.  The  test  tubes  containing  the  blooms  were  then  put  through  a 
procedure  to  remove  the  water-soluble  pigments  using  pure  methanol  as  the 
extracting  solvent.  The  bloom  residue  was  extracted  a  second  time  in  a  similar 
procedure  using  pure  hexane  as  the  solvent  to  remove  the  oil-soluble  pigments. 
The  extraction  procedures  were  exactly  the  same  for  each  bloom  and  the 
resultant  solutions  were  filtered  and  then  stored  in  a  refrigerator  until  analyzed. 

The  analytical  equipment,  called  a  “High  Performance  Liquid  Column  Chro¬ 
matograph,”  (HPLC  for  short)  consisted  of  a  solvent  reservoir,  (holding  a  liquid 
referred  to  as  the  “mobile  phase”),  a  high  pressure  pump,  and  a  sample  injector. 
The  absorbent,  called  the  “stationary  phase,”  was  held  in  a  stainless  steel 
column.  The  equipment  also  contained  a  UV-absorption  detector  and  an  inte¬ 
grator-printer. 

In  operation,  the  mobile  phase  is  pumped  through  the  stainless  steel  column, 
into  a  tiny  UV-absorption-measuring  cell  in  the  detector  and  then  out  to  a  waste 
collector.  The  analytical  conditions  used  throughout  this  research  employed 
LiChrosper  100/RP-18  (5  pm)  as  the  stationery  phase  absorbent  and  was  con¬ 
tained  in  a  LiChrocart  125-4  column,  (model  no.  50943  with  guard  chamber). 
The  mobile  phase  was  Acetonitrile/Methanol/Water  in  a  v/v  ratio  of  10/200/5. 
The  mobile  phase  flow  rate  was  0.40  ml/min.  The  chart  speed  was  20.0  cm/min. 
The  UV  wavelength  was  set  at  254  nanometers.  The  extract  volume  was  varied 
from  1.0  to  5.0  microliters  in  order  to  obtain  a  full  scale  deflection  of  the  major 
peak. 
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After  setting  the  conditions  for  analysis  and  allowing  the  equipment  to  come  to 
steady-state,  (zero  baseline),  a  sample  of  extract  solution  was  injected  into  the 
mobile  phase  of  the  inlet  side  of  the  column.  The  compounds  in  the  sample  are 
separated  as  they  pass  through  the  column.  In  the  detector,  the  UV-light  energy 
absorbed  by  the  various  compounds  is  measured  and  converted  into  electrical 
output  which  is  then  sent  to  the  integrator-printer. 

Different  compounds  exhibit  a  different  degree  of  UV  absorption  depending 
on  the  wavelength  chosen  for  the  detector.  It  is  known  that  benzene  or  com¬ 
pounds  containing  benzene  rings,  such  as  the  pigments  found  in  the  iris  bloom, 
have  a  high  absorptions  for  UV-light  at  a  wavelength  of  254  nm.  The  mobile 
phase  solvents  and  extracting  solvents  were  chosen  because  they  exhibit  zero 
absorption  at  this  UV  wavelength. 

If  there  is  no  detectable  UV  energy  absorbed  in  the  detector,  then  the  printer 
pen  describes  a  straight  line  called  the  “baseline.”  As  compounds  in  the  sample 
are  separated  on  the  column,  the  concentration  of  these  compounds  change  as 
they  pass  through  the  measuring  cell  in  the  detector.  The  amount  of  UV-light 
absorbed  is  directly  proportional  to  the  concentration  of  the  compound  in  the 
cell.  Therefore,  the  electrical  input  to  the  integrator  changes  in  a  likewise  manner 
forcing  the  pen  to  describe  a  conical  shaped  curve  on  the  printout.  The  point  of 
maximum  UV-absorption  is  called  a  “peak.”  Ideally,  there  would  be  one  peak 
shown  on  the  chromatograph  for  each  compound  in  the  extract  sample.  Some¬ 
times,  very  similar  compounds  leave  the  column  before  complete  separation  has 
taken  place  and  results  in  overlapping  or  compound  peaks. 

The  integrator  measures  the  time  it  takes  for  a  peak  to  be  reached  from  the 
moment  of  injection.  This  peak  time  is  called  the  “retention  time”  or  Rt  and  is 
reported  on  the  chromatograph  in  minutes.  The  smaller  the  Rt,  the  faster  the 
compound  leaves  the  column  and  vice  versa.  Also,  the  integrator  calculates  the 
area  under  each  peak  and  reports  this  as  a  percentage  of  the  total  area  under  all  of 
the  peaks  shown  on  the  chromatograph.  Ideally,  if  all  conditions  are  kept  constant 
during  the  analysis,  the  Rt’s  and  area  percentage  will  be  constant  and  reproduci¬ 
ble. 

As  far  as  can  be  determined,  this  is  the  first  time  that  the  HPLC  method  has 
been  used  to  successfully  separate  the  water-soluble  pigments  from  the  iris 
flowers.  Forty  blooms  from  twenty-one  different  cultivars  were  analyzed  in  the 
Chemistry  Laboratory  at  Radford  University.  After  listing  the  data  on  a  large  sheet 
of  graph  paper,  it  was  found  that  the  UV-absorbing  substances  separated  into  ten 
different  compound  peaks  with  very  reproducible  retention  times. 

These  peaks  were  numbered  1  to  10,  one  having  the  shortest  Rt,  (2.02  min. 
ave.),  and  ten  having  the  longest  Rt,  (7.06  min.).  Peak  number  four,  (Rt  2.69 
min. ),  was  the  largest  peak,  and  was  found  on  all  chromatographs.  This  peak  was 
assumed  to  contain  delphinidin  glycoside.  Peak  one  was  the  next  largest  peak 
followed  by  peaks  two,  (Rt  2.21  min.),  three,  (Rt  2.33  min.),  six,  (Rt  3.88),  and 
seven,  (Rt  4.48  min.).  The  rest  of  the  peaks  were  smaller  and  quite  often  did  not 
have  Rt’s  printed  out  on  the  chromatograph  even  though  there  was  evidence  that 
a  small  amount  of  something  came  through  at  these  points. 
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To  answer  the  question  concerning  Pigment  Printing,  eleven  blooms  of  VAN¬ 
ITY,  six  blooms  from  an  unknown  light  yeiiow  iris,  three  blooms  from  GARDEN 
GRACE,  two  blooms  from  BETHANY  CLAIRE,  and  two  blooms  from  H  IN  DEN¬ 
SE  RG  were  analyzed.  Some  of  these  blooms  were  from  the  same  stalk  and  some 
were  selected  from  different  stalks  of  the  same  cultivar. 

A  surprising  result  showed  that,  in  most  cases,  there  were  two  types  of  blooms 
from  each  cultivar.  For  example,  eight  blooms  of  VANITY  produced  chro¬ 
matographs  showing  two  peaks,  while  three  blooms  showed  curves  with  three 
peaks.  The  pigment  ratios  for  the  eight  blooms  were  similar  and  reproducible,  but 
different  from  the  pigment  ratios  from  the  three  blooms  which  had  three-peak 
chromatographs.  It  was  also  determined  that  the  eight  blooms  came  from  stalks  of 
VANITY  that  were  sterile. 

In  order  to  explain  these  results,  I  have  to  begin  with  the  summer  of  1989,  when 
twenty  clumps  of  irises  were  obtained  from  Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg.  These  irises  were 
planted  on  the  South  side  of  my  home  along  a  brick  wall.  In  1991,  more  than  100 
stalks  were  produced  in  late  April  and  early  May.  More  than  sixty  crosses  were 
attempted,  but  only  six  pods  resulted.  At  this  time,  it  was  decided  to  pick  blooms 
from  these  clumps  to  determine,  if  possible,  why  more  pods  were  not  formed. 
Later,  it  was  remembered  that  there  were  several  late  frosts  in  1991. 

Apparently,  some  of  the  stalks  had  begun  to  form  deep  inside  the  fans  when  the 
frosts  hit  which  resulted  in  stalks  that  had  no  observable  difference  in  external 
appearance,  but  did  contain  blooms  with  an  incomplete  array  of  pigments.  These 
stalks  were  sterile  and  this  is  the  reason  that  they  did  not  set  pods. 

Other  named  varieties  analyzed  were  I  BLESS,  HARVEST  OF  MEMORIES, 
CONGRATULATIONS,  BEVERLY  SILLS,  BROTHER  CARL,  TITAN’S  GLORY, 
JOHNNY  G,  POETIC  JUSTICE,  ANNA  BELLE  BABSON,  EVENING  MAGIC, 
and  JESSE’S  SONG.  The  chromatographs  from  each  of  these  were  distinctly 
different  from  each  other  and  could  have  been  used  for  identification  purposes. 

In  summary,  a  more  adequate  method  of  bloom  selection  must  be  found 
before  the  question  concerning  the  use  of  Pigment  Printing  can  be  answered. 
Other  areas  that  will  be  investigated  include  chromatographs  of  the  oil-soluable 
pigments,  the  use  of  protective  covers  to  determine  if  there  is  any  beneficial  result 
on  pod-setting,  and  the  use  of  pigment  ratios  in  hybridizing. 
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FLOWER  FORMS  AND  VARIATIONS 
IN  LOUISIANA  IRISES 

Marie  Caillet  (Texas) 

Are  the  flowers  of  Louisiana  irises  confusing  to  you?  They  may  be  if  you  like 
your  iris  forms  ‘cut  and  dried’  or  standardized  as  to  size,  shape  and  form.  The 
same  will  apply  to  their  color  patterns  or  markings.  This  will  certainly  be  true  for 
beginning  judges  trying  to  learn  some  rules  and  requirements  for  both  garden  and 
show  judging.  They  will  only  find  out  that  there  are  few  rules  that  apply  to  the 
flowers  and  that  one  must  learn  that  flower  forms  are  just  as  diversified  as  the  wide 
range  of  colors  and  markings  in  the  Louisiana  irises.  The  only  comparison  might 
be  with  the  diversity  of  the  Japanese  irises.  Why  are  these  irises  sometimes 
considered  ‘strange’  or  having  a  lack  of  standardization? 

First,  one  must  understand  that  the  Louisianas  are  not  from  one  species  but  are 
a  group  of  species  and  their  hybrids.  Each  of  these  species  is  unique  in  flower 
form,  colors  and  patterns.  When  they  are  crossed,  which  they  do  easily,  they 
combine  to  make  even  more  variety.  Seedlings  may  be  unlike  their  siblings  and 
different  from  their  parents.  During  the  past  50  years  of  man-made  hybrids  and 
untold  years  of  natural  bee  crosses  in  the  wild,  differences  are  infinite.  The  only 
valid  approach  for  the  grower  and  judge  of  the  Louisiana  irises  is  to  learn  to 
recognize  and  appreciate  all  the  varied  forms,  the  unusual  markings  and  the 
widest  range  of  colors  and  color  patterns  of  any  group  of  irises.  This  does  not 
mean  you  have  to  like  them  all.  Some  will  appear  prettier  to  you  and  other 
growers  will  like  what  you  don’t. 

Second,  forget  about  anything  closely  related  to  standardization.  Hybridizers 
would  be  wrong  to  try  to  make  every  new  cultivar  look  alike  or  like  a  certain 
standard  pattern.  A  great  deal  of  the  charm  of  these  irises  is  due  to  their  wide 
variety  and  differences.  In  fact,  something  new  seems  to  come  out  each  year,  so 
that  the  excitement  of  growing  and  hybridizing  the  Louisianas  is  endless. 

Third,  do  not  be  confused  by  stalk  height  and  flower  sizes.  There  are  no 
classified  divisions  like  you  find  with  tall  bearded,  medians  and  dwarfs.  Similar 
forms  and  patterns  can  be  found  in  small  as  well  as  large  flowers.  Stalk  height  and 
flower  size  go  back  to  the  species  in  a  flower’s  ancestry  and  must  not  be  confused 
with  stalks  and  flowers  resulting  from  poor  garden  culture.  These  variations  in  size 
and  height,  just  as  with  flower  form,  add  to  the  charm  and  value  of  the  Louisiana 
irises  as  a  garden  plant  and  for  the  flower  arranger. 

There  are  no  standard  names  for  describing  Louisiana  iris  forms,  but  some 
descriptive  terms  help  to  identify  them.  Most  people  know  such  terms  as  flat, 
drooping,  flaring,  wide  or  narrow,  thus  their  use  to  describe  flower  form  helps.  As 
new  forms  develop,  new  terms  will  have  to  be  found.  There  is  a  detailed 
discussion  of  flower  forms  and  characteristics  in  Chapter  3  of  the  book,  The 
Louisiana  Iris  published  by  the  Society  for  Louisiana  Irises  in  1988.  There  is  also  a 
set  of  drawings  to  illustrate  the  various  forms.  So  far  as  possible,  the  same  terms 
will  be  used  here  as  are  used  in  the  book.  The  majority  of  Louisiana  irises  have  the 


56 


typical  3  standards  and  3  falls  and  have,  instead  of  a  beard,  markings  called  a 
signal,  blaze  or  ray  pattern.  The  term  double  does  not  mean  flower  parts  are 
doubled,  but  that  it  gives  that  appearance  through  divided  flower  parts  or  extra 
petaloids.  Ruffled  or  lacy  may  not  imply  the  same  degree  as  in  bearded  irises,  but 
it  is  getting  close. 

The  basic  forms  in  Louisiana  irises  are  the  drooping  or  pendant  types  similar  to 
those  seen  in  certain  Japanese  irises,  the  upright  standards  or  flaring  forms  similar 
to  that  of  bearded  irises  and  the  horizontal  petaled  or  flat  forms  usually  associated 
with  Louisianas.  There  are  numerous  variations  of  these  basics  with  some  being 
less  desirable  than  others.  Some  flowers  open  in  one  form,  such  as  with  upright 
standards,  and  then  alter  to  flat  or  semi-flaring  after  several  days.  No  attempt  will 
be  made  in  this  article  to  list  all  the  variations,  but  only  the  ones  most  often  seen  in 
both  the  old  and  newer  cultivars. 

PENDANT  or  UMBRELLA  FORM.  This  implies  the  standards  and  falls  are 
similar  in  length  and  sometimes  width  and  all  hang  in  a  pendant  fashion.  This 
form  comes  from  the  species  I.  fulva  and  I.  nelsonii  and  was  not  especially 
popular  in  the  early  years  of  hybridizing.  This  may  have  been  due  to  their  narrow 
petals  and  that  in  flowers  with  poor  substance  it  gave  a  limp,  drooping  effect.  With 
better  substance  and  a  trend  toward  wide,  rounder  flower  parts,  there  is  a  return 
of  this  form.  The  flowers  show  up  well  in  landscape  plantings  and  have  an 
Oriental  appearance  in  flower  arrangements.  Good  examples  of  this  form  are 
J.  K.  Mertzweiller’s  PRESIDENT  HEDLEY,  a  large  bright  gold,  and  Richard 
Sloan’s  RUTH  SLOAN,  a  very  large  flower  in  a  clear  yellow. 

A  variation  of  the  pendant  form  is  when  the  standards  and  falls  recurve  or  curl 
under  with  some  flower  forms  resembling  an  upside  down  bowl.  Recurving  may 
be  quite  effective  on  some  flowers,  but  undesirable  if  they  curl  in  to  a  point  of 
making  the  flower  seem  smaller  or  to  appear  like  an  old  and  spent  blossom. 


Pendant  or  umbrella  form 
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FLARING  FORM.  The  falls  flare  out  and  slightly  down;  standards  go  up  and  out, 
almost  like  butterfly  wings.  It  is  the  most  graceful  of  all  the  various  forms  of 
Louisiana  irises.  In  some  varieties  the  standards  open  almost  upright  and  the 
form  may  resemble  that  of  the  bearded  irises.  Falls  are  usually  wider  than  the 
standards  and  may  have  a  lovely  cream  or  yellow  underlay  of  color.  Because  of 
this  flaring  form,  the  underlay  color  shows  to  advantage,  especially  with  a  yellow 
under  a  deep  purple  or  red.  As  a  flower  ages,  the  upright  standards  may  drop  to 
flaring  or  even  to  a  near-flat  form. 

FLAT  FORM.  As  the  term  indicates,  the  standards  and  falls  are  at  an  almost 
horizontal  or  flat  position.  This  is  a  typical  form  in  Louisiana  irises  and  allows  the 
throat  of  the  flower  and  the  style  arms  to  show  to  advantage.  Since  the  throats 
vary  in  color  and  the  style  arms  can  be  quite  varied  in  width,  length  and  color, 
their  exposure  in  the  flat  form  adds  to  the  total  effect.  If  the  flower  parts  are 
narrow,  the  form  may  be  referred  to  as  “open.”  If  the  parts  are  wide  and 
overlapping,  the  form  will  be  referred  to  as  “full.”  In  either  case,  this  form  does 
not  show  to  advantage  in  the  landscape  in  comparison  with  the  other  two.  It  is 
most  effective  when  viewed  from  above  and  should  be  photographed  from  that 
angle.  An  example  of  a  full,  flat  form  is  Dorman  Haymon’s  TERESA  MAR¬ 
GARET. 

The  older  archaic  form  with  narrow  flower  parts  has  not  disappeared  entirely 
and  many  prefer  it  to  the  full,  overlapping  form.  Flower  arrangers  find  it  easier  to 
handle  and  more  exotic  or  artistic  than  the  full  types.  Some  longtime  favorites  are 
BLACK  WIDOW,  DIXIE  DEB  and  TARNISHED  BRASS. 


Flaring  form, 
upright  standards 
(collected  I. 
Giganticaerulea 


Flaring  form. 
Butterfly  form 

(Granger  seedling) 
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Flat  form  -  full  and  overlapping 
(Teresa  Margaret) 


f  lat — open  form 
(Tarnished  Brass) 


Double  form 
(Double  Talk) 
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DOUBLES  AND  CARTWHEELS.  The  so-called  doubles  in  Louisianas  are  all 
descended  from  a  sport  of  I.  giganticaerulea  found  in  the  marshes  of  Southwest 
Louisiana  by  Marvin  Granger  in  1955  and  registered  as  CREOLE  CAN  CAN. 
Granger  has  made  many  crosses  with  this  iris  and  its  progeny,  resulting  in  a 
variety  of  colors.  Some  are  very  double  peony  types  like  DOUBLE  TALK  and 
some  are  cartwheel  types  like  DELTA  STAR  and  ROSE  CARTWHEEL.  The  most 
doubled  forms  have  divided  style  arms  and  extra  petaloids  to  give  a  fluffy  or 
peony  form.  Cartwheels  have  similar  standards  and  falls  with  signals  on  all,  thus 
giving  a  cartwheel  or  star  pattern.  Few  hybridizers  have  experimented  with  either 
form,  so  one  can  expect  unusual  possibilities  for  this  in  the  future. 

TAILORED  AND  RUFFLED  FORMS.  Older  varieties  of  Louisianas  can  be 
designated  as  a  tailored  form  or  without  ruffling  or  lacy  edges.  As  with  the  trend  to 
ruffling  in  bearded  irises,  there  is  a  decided  trend  toward  this  ‘fancy’  form  in  the 
Louisianas.  Many  new  introductions  are  still  tailored  forms,  especially  so  the  thick 
substanced  tetraploids  such  as  PROFESSOR  PAUL.  Many  of  the  ruffled  and 
fluted  forms  originated  with  the  Charles  Amy  iris,  CLARA  GOULA.  Some  more 
recent  ruffled  introductions  are  KAY  NELSON  from  Marvin  Granger  and  John 
Taylor’s  KOORAWATHA. 

MULTIPLE  SIGNALS.  Although  not  a  different  flower  form,  multiple  signals  are 
so  different  as  to  appear  as  another  form  of  Louisiana  iris.  In  recent  years, 
Louisianas  with  no  ancestry  of  the  ‘double’  or  ‘cartwheel’  have  produced  seed¬ 
lings  with  signals  on  all  six  flower  parts.  These  signals  are  sometimes  quite  large  or 
form  ray  patterns  over  half  the  area  of  the  petals,  thus  giving  great  color  contrast. 
These  markings  can  be  very  distinctive  when  only  on  the  falls,  but  fantastic  when 
displayed  on  all  six  flower  parts  in  a  large  flat  flower  form.  This  variation  certainly 
adds  the  distinction  necessary  for  recognizing  one  cultivar  from  another.  Some  of 
the  best  examples  of  this  marking  come  from  John  Taylor  of  Australia  in  his 
DAZZLING  STAR  and  JAZZ  BALLET. 

BANDING  OR  EDGINGS.  As  with  multiple  signals,  this  is  not  a  variation  in 
form,  but  in  markings.  It  is  significant  enough  to  mention.  In  the  past,  Louisiana 
irises  did  not  have  the  color  patterns  to  label  them  as  plicatas,  amoenas  and 
neglectas  as  with  bearded  irises,  but  hybridizers  know  this  is  not  impossible.  Many 
recent  cultivars  show  how  close  the  Louisianas  have  come  to  plicatas.  Some 
variations  have  a  white  or  cream  spreading  from  the  throat  into  the  standards  and 
falls  of  pink  or  lavender.  A  few  yellows  shade  out  to  an  amber  or  dark  gold.  Most 
impressive  are  those  with  a  band  or  halo  on  flower  edges.  Archie  Owen’s 
EXQUISITE  LADY  has  a  white  edging  on  blue-lavender  standards  and  falls. 
These  bands  vary  in  width  and  may  reflect  the  underlay  color  and  that  of  the  style 
arms.  J.  K.  Mertzweiller’s  seedling  #74-22  is  the  most  outstanding  example  of 
this.  It  is  a  velvety  red  flower  with  edgings  and  style  arms  in  bright  yellow.  Marvin 
Granger  seems  to  have  isolated  the  gene  that  produces  the  banding  and  turns  up 
outstanding  examples  each  year  in  his  seedlings. 

BICOLORS.  Near  bicolors  were  found  years  ago  in  natural  hybrids,  but  recent 
developments  show  the  possibility  of  true  bicolors.  Several  blue  and  yellow 
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combinations  are  on  the  market,  such  as  EASTER  TIDE,  EVELYN  BOON  and 
JUST  HELENE.  One  of  the  closest  to  a  true  bicolor  is  a  Mertzweiller  seedling 
#INT  87-34  with  almost  white  standards  and  deep  purple  falls.  These  variations 
in  colors  and  color  patterns  are  less  confusing  to  growers  than  diversity  of  form. 
They  have  accepted  these  patterns  in  spurias,  Japanese  and  bearded  irises  for 
years. 

Each  year  brings  something  new  with  improved  flower  form  or  unusual  and 
distinctive  markings.  Even  with  fifty  years  of  hybridizing  the  Louisiana  irises,  the 
possibilities  have  not  been  exhausted.  Colors  have  become  sharper  or  better 
defined  and  even  some  new  ones  have  appeared.  The  signals  and  blaze  markings 
continue  to  show  new  patterns.  Even  the  variations  within  the  basic  forms  make 
these  irises  a  challenge  to  new  hybridizers.  Although  these  multiple  differences 
may  confuse  the  convert  to  Louisiana  irises,  one  can  certainly  not  say  they  are 
static  or  ‘humdrum’  flowers!  Don’t  expect  them  to  look  alike  nor  to  follow 
standardized  characteristics.  Accept  them  as  different  from  each  other  and  to 
most  of  the  other  iris  groups. 


Ruffled  form 
(Kay  Nelson) 


Tailored  form 
(Professor  Paul) 
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Ruffled  form 
(Koorawatha) 


Multiple  signals 
(Lina) 


Halo  or  edgings 
(Mertzweiller  74-22) 


Edgings  or  halo 
(Exquisite  Lady) 


Bicolor 
(Mertzweiller 
INT  87-34) 


Rounded,  very 
full  form 
(Granger  82-12) 
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POPULAR  PCI  CULTIVARS 

Compiled  by  Lewis  and  Adele  Lawyer 


We  have  never  been  very  enthusiastic  about  printing  lists  of  named  iris 
cultivars.  I  suppose  this  is  because  the  popularity  of  a  newly  introduced  tall 
bearded  variety  is  so  fleeting  that,  by  the  time  you  type  its  name  in  your  list, 
nobody  wants  to  grow  it.  There  seems  to  be  a  different  feeling  about  the  Pacificas. 
A  much  higher  proportion  of  the  older  varieties  are  grown  and  appreciated  over 
the  years.  This  is  certainly  evident  in  the  survey  which  follows.  We  must  keep  in 
mind,  however,  that  a  cultivar  must  have  been  grown  for  a  period  of  years  in  order 
to  be  evaluated,  and  this  no  doubt  skews  the  data  in  favor  of  the  older  introduc¬ 
tions.  So  remember  that  one  of  those  just-introduced  beauties  could  have  more 
going  for  it  than  anything  we  have  ever  seen,  and  could  well  be  the  star  of 
tomorrow’s  survey. 

With  the  Pacificas,  too,  there  is  another  factor.  Growers  in  the  difficult  areas 
would  be  willing  to  grow  almost  anything  in  the  Ca/ifornicae  series  if  it  would  just 
live  and  bloom  for  them.  So  in  the  following  pages  we  have  a  list  of  95  cultivars 
that  have  grown  well  and  were  liked  by  at  least  one  PCI  gardener.  We  feel  anyone 
would  be  happy  with  a  collection  which  included  a  few  of  the  cultivars  listed. 

To  get  this  information,  we  asked  the  district  representatives  of  the  Society  for 
Pacific  Coast  Native  Iris  publication,  the  ALMANAC,  to  survey  members  in  their 
district  and  to  list  their  favorite  PCI  cultivars.  Then,  to  make  the  article  as 
complete  as  possible,  we  combined  this  information  with  some  we  obtained 
through  other  sources,  contacts,  and  correspondence. 

WASHINGTON  AND  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Correspondence  from  Jean  Witt,  District  Representative  for  Washington  and 
British  Columbia,  indicates  that  growers  in  her  district  seem  to  be  most  successful 
with  their  own  seedlings  which  involve  Iris  tenax  material.  The  following,  how¬ 
ever,  gleaned  from  her  data  and  from  a  note  by  Roy  Davidson,  gives  a  little  hope 
that  “foreign  imports’’  may  eventually  succeed. 

Carol  Lankow,  Kirkland. 

BIG  WHEEL  (Ghio  ’82)  Mitchell  Award  winner  in  1986.  Raspberry,  near  black  in 
the  center  of  the  falls.  Vigorous  here  in  Washington. 

LOS  GATOS  (Ghio  74)  Slate-violet  self.  Mitchell  Award  1979. 

NATIVE  WARRIOR  (Phillips  ’71)  Mitchell  Award  winner  in  1975.  Light  red. 
PACIFIC  FROST  (Aitken  '90)  A  huge,  vigorous  white  with  a  blue  blaze  which 
resisted  frost  down  to  7°.  This  killed  most  other  Pacificas  transplanted  at  the 
same  time;  thus  its  name! 

WESTERN  QUEEN  (Stambach  ’72)  Mitchell  Award  winner  in  1976.  White  self, 
with  sparse  dark  veining.  A  reliable  white. 

Jean  Witt ,  Seattle 

My  favorites  in  my  own  garden  are  mostly  not  named.  The  list  begins  with  a  set 
of  pale  lavenders  and  blue-eyed  whites  from  AGNES  JAMES  x  AMIGUITA  and 
BRIAR  CUP.  These  have  high  garden  value,  but  have  not  been  named.  Next 
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come  the  little  rust  and  wine  items  from  AMI  ROYALE  and  BERTHA  STONE  x  a 
little  orange  I.  innominata.  These  are  about  the  same  scale  as  AMI  ROYALE,  little 
dwarf  items  with  considerable  width  of  petal,  useful  for  the  front  of  the  PCN  bed. 
Of  the  named  varieties,  I  like  the  following  two. 

PACIFIC  RIM  (Bennett  Jones  R.  ’90)  A  plicata-like,  blue-edged  white  flower 
which  is  very  attractive,  and  my  favorite  for  this  year. 

RESTLESS  NATIVE  (Ghio  ’76)  Mitchell  Award  winner  in  1981.  Light  red  stan¬ 
dards,  darker  red  falls.  This  is  one  of  the  few  named  varieties  I  grow  and  like. 
Roy  Davidson,  Seattle 

AMI  ROYALE  (Luhrsen  ’57).  This  cross  from  Amiguita  is  my  favorite.  A  striking 
bitone,  the  epitome  of  what  a  smaller  cultivar  from  douglasiana-innominata 
should  be  like. 

OREGON 

We  contacted  Duane  Meek,  a  former  near-neighbor  from  Concord,  California, 
but  now  an  enthusiastic  Oregonian.  His  choices  are  based  on  one  year’s  observa¬ 
tion  in  Silverton  and  a  lifetime  of  growing  and  breeding  PCI’s  in  California.  He 
says  all  five  of  the  cultivars  on  his  list  have  done  well  for  him  both  in  Oregon  and 
California. 

Duane  Meek,  Silverton. 

CANYON  SNOW  (Emery  ’75)  Mitchell  Award  winner  in  1978.  White  self,  with  a 
yellow  signal.  This  lush-growing,  eye-catching  white  from  Iris  douglasiana 
performs  well  wherever  you  see  it.  In  a  clump,  “glorious”  might  be  the  word. 
FOREIGN  EXCHANGE  (Ghio  ’82)  Gold,  near-self.  Its  deeper  gold  at  the  center 
of  the  falls  makes  you  feel  like  you  have  struck  gold  for  sure.  Selected  from 
Hargraves  seed  from  Australia;  thus  the  name. 

PACIFIC  MOON  (Hager  ’74)  Cream  with  lavender  veining.  Although  somewhat 
plain  by  today’s  standards,  this  flower  has  a  charm  of  its  own,  and  should  be 
used  in  breeding  programs  for  width  and  form  of  flowers.  Also,  there  is  a 
potential  from  its  parents,  OJAI  and  GRUBSTAKE,  for  fine  new  colors. 
PESCADERO  (Ghio  ’80)  Light  purple  standards  over  darker  purple  falls  with 
light,  hairline  edge  and  a  near-black  signal,  a  flower  you  can’t  ignore.  Its  con¬ 
sistent  performance  and  fall  reblooming  will  make  it  a  friend  forever.  Good 
parent  to  impart  rimmed  progeny. 

WESTERN  WORLD  (Ghio  ’87)  Rosy  lavender  standards,  velvety  black  falls  with 
ruffled  styles.  This  one  will  knock  your  socks  off!  Floriferous  and  a  must. 

NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 

We  contacted  Joe  Ghio,  Colin  Rigby,  and  Vernon  Wood,  and  asked  them  to 
send  us,  in  addition  to  their  favorites  from  other  breeders,  a  list  of  favorites  from 
their  own  introductions.  And  since  this  is  the  district  in  which  we  Lawyers  reside, 
you’ll  find  our  two  cents  worth  here,  too.  Following  are  the  replies  from  those 
contacted. 

Joseph  J.  Ghio,  Santa  Cruz. 

Of  the  Lawyer  “Sierra  Series,  ”  I'm  most  partial  to  SIERRA  DELL  (Lawyer  ’88) 
A  really  blue  munzii  hybrid  that  grows  tall  and  is  doubly  unusual  with  its  multi- 
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budded  and  branched  stems.  It  is  also  the  most  vigorous  and  easy-to-grow  of  the 
hybrids  with  much  munzii  blood. 

Another  easy-to-grow  munzii  hybrid  is  PACIFIC  HIGH  (Belardi  ’87).  It  doesn’t 
show  its  munzii  heritage  as  much  as  the  “Sierra  Series,”  but  a  lovely  lavender- 
blue,  nonetheless. 

It  is  difficult  to  talk  about  your  own  introductions  for  publication,  but,  after 
much  juggling  of  “favorites,”  I  settled  on  the  following  five: 

IDYLWILD  (’88).  A  munzii  hybrid  of  very  broad  and  full  form.  Its  very  large 
ruffled  blooms  are  basically  white,  washed  and  lined  overall  with  true  blue. 

IN  THE  MONEY  (’88).  Very  floriferous  true  gold  with  somewhat  deeper  signal. 

So  very  smooth  and  bright  that  it  lights  up  the  garden  from  afar. 

NATIONAL  ANTHEM  (’90).  Perfection  in  form  with  large,  heavily  substanced, 
semi  flaring  blooms  that  are  carried  on  tall,  strong,  erect  stalks.  Rich  deep 
purple,  shading  to  black  in  the  center  of  the  falls. 

SMALL  TOWN  (’87).  Smaller,  yet  very  perky  blooms  of  henna  with  an  electric 
blue  blaze.  Ruffly,  and  makes  a  great  show  specimen. 

SOLID  CITIZEN  (’87).  We  look  at  this  as  a  Pacific  version  of  MYSTIQUE.  Great 
broad  form  and  very  ruffled.  Light  blue  standards  with  a  “Mystique  flush,”  the 
falls  are  dark  blue-purple.  Easy  to  grow  and  floriferous. 

Lewis  and  Adele  Lawyer,  Oakland. 

Among  the  favorite  Ghio  introductions  growing  in  our  garden  are  two  old  ones: 
CALIFIA  (Ghio  ’70)  A  small,  compact  grower  with  large,  golden -yellow,  lightly- 
ruffled  flowers. 

IN  THE  MONEY  (Ghio  ’88)  The  brightest  golden  yellow  self  imaginable,  magnifi¬ 
cent,  so  bright  that  it  defies  photography. 

SANTA  CRUZ  BEACH  (Ghio  ’87)  Howers  are  a  cream-orange  color  with  a 
prominent  dark  red-brown  spot  on  the  falls,  a  striking  flower  and  an  excellent 
grower  in  our  garden. 

SMALL  TOWN  (Ghio  ’87)  Miniature  compact  plant  bearing  cinnamon  blooms 
with  a  flash  of  blue  on  the  falls. 

PEANUT  GALLERY  (Ghio  ’86)  A  golden  tan  self  with  a  turquoise  flush  on  a  small 
compact  plant.  One  of  the  better  examples  of  this  unique  color  which  he  has 
developed  over  the  years. 

LAS  FLORES  (Ghio  ’79)  Creamy  apricot  standards  and  falls  overlaid  with  violet. 

Our  favorite  non-Ghio  introductions  include  two  old  ones: 

FAIRY  CHIMES  (described  earlier)  and:  VIOLET  ELF  (Walker  ’60).  VIOLET 
ELF  is  a  free-flowering  violet  self  that  puts  on  a  marvelous  show  every  year. 
CANYON  ORCHID  (D.  Denney  ’85),  should  be  noted  as  having  a  vigorous  plant 
with  very  pretty  flowers  which  should  do  well  in  problem  areas. 

Larry  E.  Moss,  Trinidad. 

Larry  contributed  an  article  to  the  Fall,  1990,  ALMANAC  telling  how  easy  it 
was  to  grow  PCI’s  along  the  northern  coast  of  California.  Of  the  50  cultivars  he 
grows,  he  names  BIG  MONEY,  BIG  WHEEL,  SANTA  CRUZ  BEACH,  and 
SIMPLY  WILD  as  his  favorites. 
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Colin  Rigby,  Penngroue. 

In  thinking  about  your  request  “In  case  of  fire,  which  five  Pacific  Coast  Iris 
cultivars  would  I  save?,”  I  realize  that  I  am  as  much  attracted  by  the  foliage  of  the 
plant  as  I  am  in  the  bloom. 

First  choice  would  probably  be  a  nice  dark  purple  shade  of  Iris  tenax.  The 
contrast  of  the  crisp  white  signal  area  against  the  darker  background  of  this 
delicate  flower  can  hardly  be  matched,  and  the  leaves  are  always  nice  and  neat 
looking. 

MINI-MA  (Davidson  R.  ’72).  This  collected  genetic  dwarf  of  I.  douglasiana,  would 
be  another.  Its  pale  lavender  blue  flowers  aren’t  much,  but  the  plant  has  great 
garden  interest.  No  other  PCI  grows  quite  like  this  one,  with  its  overlapping 

fans. 

FAIRY  CHIMES  (McCaskill  ’72)  would  be  another  for  its  delicate  white  flowers, 
and  narrow,  grass-like  leaves. 

CANYON  SNOW  or  Hager’s  TIDY  WHITE  (Hager  ’88),  would  be  a  must.  The 
flowers  on  both  are  tops,  and  the  plants,  for  me  at  least,  are  of  equal  quality: 
both  great. 

CLARICE  RICHARDS  (Richards  ’83)  I  would  have  to  include  this  cultivar,  a 
heavy  bloomer  and  a  plant  that  always  looks  great. 

Of  my  introductions,  I  feel  that 

LAGUNA  SECA  (’89)  is  by  far  the  best.  The  flower  is  full,  rounded,  and  slightly 
ruffled,  but  of  a  smaller  size  in  proportion  to  the  stem  and  foliage.  The  color  is 
lavender  with  an  interesting  “zipper”  pattern  of  medium  yellow  on  the  falls. 
Vemon  Wood,  Pinole. 

FORT  POINT,  (Wood  ’87)  White,  blue-violet  infusion  at  edges. 

IDYLWILD  (Ghio  ’88)  White,  washed  with  blue. 

LOS  CALIFORNIO  (Ghio  ’89)  Purple  with  gold  sunburst  signal. 

MIMSEY  (Wood  ’88)  Ruffled  gold,  lined  darker. 

STROKE  OF  MIDNIGHT  (Ghio  ’89)  Silky  black. 

HAWAII 

We  have  only  one  report  from  Hawaii,  and  that  one  not  up  to  date.  Terry 
Murata,  of  Maui  reported  that  CITY  HALL  (Ghio  ’78,  Mitchell  Award,  1984)  was 
growing  well  for  him  on  his  mountain-side  garden  at  Kula.  [Ed.  note:  I  interrupt 
my  own  writing  to  tell  of  a  strange  coincidence.  I  had  finished  typing  the  above 
and  was  looking  up  material  to  start  the  Southern  California  section,  below,  when 
the  phone  rang.  Adele  called  to  me,  “Lewis,  it’s  Terry  Murata  from  Maui,  get  on 
the  other  phone.”]  So  now  I  can  report  to  you  that  CITY  HALL  is  still  growing 
well  and  that  it  has  just  bloomed  profusely  for  Terry.  Also  his  seedlings  from 
munzii-derived  seed  I  sent  him  are  growing  well. 

Terry  is  already  giving  spare  iris  plants  to  his  neighbors,  and  may  yet  develop  a 
strain  of  PCI’s  that  will  grow  at  least  on  the  mountain  slopes  of  the  Islands. 

SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA 

Duncan  Eader,  the  SPCNI  ALMANAC  Representative  for  Southern  Califor¬ 
nia,  listed  his  most  successful  varieties  and  surveyed  five  other  individuals  for  their 
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preferences.  CANYON  SNOW  was  clearly  the  winner  of  the  popularity  contest, 
with  3  of  the  6  individuals  surveyed  praising  it.  Except  for  Ben  Hager’s  San 
Juaquin  Valley-selected  varieties,  and  some  of  Joe  Ohio’s  introductions  grown  by 
Charles  and  Jennie  Hopson  in  more -temperate  San  Clemente,  varieties  bred  in 
Southern  California  were  the  most  often  mentioned. 

Growers  surveyed  by  Duncan  Eader  include  Ralph  Conrad  and  his  wife,  La 
Verne,  who  garden  in  Bonsall,  near  Vista,  where  they  select  many  lovely,  bee- 
hybridized  seedlings  on  their  hilltop  acreage;  Joe  Daugherty,  a  relative  newcomer 
to  the  Facificas,  who  lives  in  northern  Orange  County;  Russell  and  Jennie 
Hopson,  who  live  in  San  Clemente,  about  four  blocks  from  the  ocean;  Robert 
Hubley,  (since  deceased)  who  operated  an  iris  nursery  at  Yucaipa;  and  Richard 
Richards,  who  commutes  between  Corona  and  the  more-temperate  La  Mesa, 
and  grows  PCNs  at  both  locations.  Duncan,  himself,  lives  in  Arcadia  where  he  has 
a  backyard  garden  devoted  to  many  plants  and  flowers  in  addition  to  his  PCI’s. 
Ralph  Conrad,  Bonsall. 

I’m  afraid  we’re  not  far  enough  into  Pacifica  named  varieties  to  be  of  much 
help.  The  best  luck  we’ve  had  is  with  Ben  Hager’s  recent  introductions: 
CALIFANCY  (Hager  ’88)  Pale  yellow,  veined  purple,  yellow,  over-veined  signal. 
NATIVE  BLUSH  (Hager  ’88)  Apricot,  with  rose  blush  over  inner  half  of  falls, 
(CANYON  SNOW  x  AMIGUITA). 

PACIFIC  DAZZLER  (Hager  ’88)  Bright  yellow  with  red  veining  over  falls. 

TIDY  WHITE  (Hager  ’88)  Pure  white  with  small  yellow  signal,  (CANYON  SNOW 
x  PACIFIC  MOON). 

We  brought  these  down  from  Stockton  two  years  ago  in  gallon  cans.  The  soil, 
of  course,  was  from  home  grounds,  and  this  may  have  given  them  the  head  start 
they  needed.  All  have  grown  beautifully,  with  lots  of  bloom. 

(Ed.  note:  Parents  of  NATIVE  BLUSH  and  TIDY  WHITE  are  given  since  they 
have  been  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  survey  as  notable  performers  and/or 
parents. ) 

Joe  Daugherty,  Alta  Loma. 

I  have  been  growing  PCN’s  for  only  four  years.  The  first  year  I  purchased  30 
plants  and  lost  about  25  of  them  the  ensuing  year,  I  believe  from  some  fungal 
disorder.  I  heard  about  Subdue  fungicide  and  reluctantly  purchased  a  pint,  but  I 
believe  the  application  of  Subdue  has  greatly  improved  the  survival  rate  of  recent 
plantings.  The  second  year,  Duncan  Eader  gave  me  several  bare  root  plants  and 
they  survived  100  percent. 

I  have  experimented  with  planting  Ghio  and  Jenkins  seeds  and  get  a  high 
survival  rate  of  vigorous  and  attractive  plants  and  blooms.  I  withhold  watering  in 
really  hot  weather,  try  to  give  them  some  shade,  use  oak-leaf  topping,  and  fertilize 
twice  a  year.  I  now  have  about  50  varieties  and  find  that  some  do  very  well  while 
others  are  sluggish.  My  most  vigorous  varieties,  in  order  of  preference  are: 
CANYON  SNOW  (Described  earlier. )  My  most  vigorous  plant,  about  three  feet  in 
diameter  and  covered  with  large,  healthy  blooms  in  season,  with  lush,  green 
foliage  year  round. 

TUNITAS  (Ghio  ’86)  Gold  with  brown  plicata  edging  on  the  falls.  This  variety 
grows  and  blooms  well,  but  the  foliage  tends  to  lay  over. 
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NOVIA  DEL  MAR  (Foster  ’76)  Creamy  yellow  standards,  falls  same  with  blue- 
violet  to  blue  overlay.  This  one  does  well  in  full  sun. 

Duncan  Eader,  Arcadia. 

In  response  to  the  request  for  my  five  favorites,  I  submit  the  following: 
AMIGUITA  (Nies  R.  ’47)  Mitchell  Award  winner  in  1974.  It  has  an  attractive 
flower,  blue  bitone  with  a  purple  signal.  Hardy,  reliable  bloomer  Blooms  best 
here  in  semishade. 

CANYON  SNOW  (Previously  described,  and  mentioned  here  for  the  fourth  time 
in  this  article).  Tall,  erect  stems,  performs  well  here,  even  in  full  sun. 
CANYON  ORCHID  (Dolores  Denney  ’85)  Heliotrope  violet  with  brownish- 
purple  veining  and  signal.  Signal  speckled  chrome  yellow  on  a  white  patch. 
The  large  blooms  are  held  high  on  erect  20-inch  stems.  CANYON  SNOW  x  (/. 
douglasiana  seedling  x  Abell  I.  munzii  seedling).  It  is  an  excellent  parent  with 
munzii  genes  in  its  makeup,  and  some  other  inheritances  from  Thornton  Abell 
and  Lenz  Material. 

CHIMES  (McCaskill  by  D.  Foster,  ’72)  Standards  cream,  ruffled;  falls  a  near-white 
cream  with  dark  gold  veining  and  blaze,  velvety,  ruffled.  This  is  the  first  PCN  to 
bloom  here  in  the  spring.  It  is  vigorous,  hardy,  and  floriferous.  Increases  well, 
and  will  grow  in  full  sun. 

SPRING  DAZE  (Ghio  ’83)  A  large  pastel  lavender  flower  with  a  white  signal  which 
I  like  very  much.  It  is  less  upright  than  some,  but  this  may  be  due  to  its  shady 
position  in  the  garden. 

Russell  and  Jennie  Hopson ,  San  Clemente. 

We  live  about  four  blocks  from  the  ocean,  and  our  daily  temperature  changes 
only  about  15  degrees  between  day  and  night.  The  last  two  or  three  years  we  have 
had  clouds  of  fog  to  about  11  o’clock  each  day  and  very  few  complete  sunny  days. 
All  the  PCN’s  listed  below  are  grown  in  raised  beds,  either  in  full  sun  or  in 
afternoon  sun. 

CANYON  SNOW  (Described  previously.)  The  first  variety  mentioned  as  out¬ 
standing. 

RUSTIC  CANYON  (Abell  ’81)  A  violet  bitone.  This,  and  CANYON  SNOW  were 
transplanted  from  our  previous  home  in  San  Gabriel  several  years  ago,  and 
both  have  grown  to  large  healthy  clumps. 

SHORT  ORDER  (Ghio  ’83)  A  little  6-inch,  ochre-yellow  beauty  with  a  brown 
overlay  on  the  falls.  Blooms  profusely. 

BIG  MONEY  (Ghio  ’84)  Mitchell  Award  winner  in  1990.  Another  good  bloomer 
with  stalks  about  9  inches  tall,  a  darker  yellow  than  Short  Order.  Both  these 
yellows  have  been  in  the  garden  for  6  years  and  have  grown  to  large  clumps. 
ENDLESS  (Ghio  ’85)  A  rose  self  that  grows  very  well  here. 

Other  Ghio  varieties,  transplanted  in  October,  1989,  that  have  done  well  for  us 
are:  DRIVE  YOU  WILD,  ELBERTA  PEACH,  LOMA  PRIETA,  NIGHT  EDITOR, 
QUEEN  CALIFIA,  and  TUNITAS. 

Robert  Hubley,  Yucaipa. 

Until  his  death  in  January,  Bob  lived  in  Yucaipa,  which  gets  very  warm  in  late 
spring  and  summer,  not  too  favorable  for  PCN’s.  Yet,  the  following  grew  well  for 
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him  according  to  Duncan  Eader  who  has  observed  them  thriving  during  his  visits 
to  Longview  Iris  Gardens. 

BOB’S  BLUE  BOY  (Hubley  ’84)  Light  blue,  prominently  veined  darker  blue. 
ORCHID  RESPRITE  (Hubley  ’71)  Light  purple  with  a  dark  purple  halo  around  a 
white  signal  patch  on  the  falls. 

REFUGIO  (Ghio  ’87)  Light  brown  self  with  darker  veining. 

SOQUEL  COVE  (Ghio  ’76)  White  with  a  turquoise  wash  on  the  falls.  Mitchell 
Award  1980. 

WESTERN  WORLD  (Ghio  ’87)  This  was  also  touted  by  Duane  Meek.  Remem¬ 
ber,  “knock  your  socks  off?  ” 

Richard  Richards,  Corona  and  La  Mesa. 

All  my  favorites  seem  to  be  old  timers.  I  get  overwhelmed  by  all  the  new 
introductions  and  just  can’t  keep  up.  I  still  grow  Pacificas,  but  mostly  my  own 
seedlings.  All  are  growing  in  the  ground  in  areas  that  get  about  a  half  day  each  of 
sun  and  shade. 

CHIMES  (Described  earlier,  and  with  three  recommendations  so  far.)  Absolutely 
the  toughest  native  I  have  grown.  Remains  good  year  after  year  in  the  same 
location  with  no  attention  whatever! 

AMI  ROYALE  (Luhrsen.  Not  registered,  but  introduced  in  1957.)  Standards  are 
lavender  with  an  ice-blue  margin  and  the  falls  are  red-purple  with  a  lavender 
border  and  a  large  gold  signal.  I  love  the  combination  of  lavender  and  purple  in 
this  flower. 

BLUE  SAGE  (Nies  R.  ’47)  Purple-blue  self.  This  one  is  as  old  as  the  hills,  has 
terrible  form,  but  it  grows.  It  has  naturalized  after  12  years  in  the  same  spot  with 
reliable  bloom  each  year.  I  don’t  know  how  well  it  transplants  since  it  is  doing  so 
well  and  I  see  no  reason  to  mess  with  it. 

OJAI  (Walker  ’60)  Winner  of  the  first  Mitchell  Award  in  1973.  Flower  is  light 
purple-violet.  Big,  hardy,  dependable. 

PASATIEMPO  (Ghio  ’70)  Wonderful  purple  coloring  with  contrasting  precise 
yellow  signal.  The  last  two  were  lost  in  a  December  transplanting,  followed  by 
an  unusual  hot  dry  period. 

CLARICE  RICHARDS  (Richards  ’83)  Standards  pale  yellow.  Falls  pale  yellow 
with  red  violet  veining  and  haze,  overlaid  with  turquoise  veining  down  center. 
(Ed.  note:  We  list  this  cultivar  here  because  we  have  seen  it  growing  so  well  in 
the  Richards  Corona  garden.  Praised,  also,  by  Bob  Ward  who  grows  it  in  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas,  and  by  Colin  Rigby  of  California.  This  variety  is  interesting  in 
that  its  colors  are  intense  when  it  blooms  in  hot  Corona  and  as  it  appeared  in  the 
Santa  Barbara  Botanic  Garden.  The  colors  are  paler  when  grown  in  northern 
California  or  Oregon  locations. 

CENTRAL  U.S. 

Robert  Ward,  ALMANAC  Representative  for  the  Central  United  States,  seems 
to  be  the  person  most  successfully  growing  PCI  species  and  cultivars  in  that 
hostile  climate. 

Dorothy  Hujsak,  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  has  also  been  successful,  but  she  says 
that  it  is  an  uphill  battle.  Dorothy  has  contributed  articles  to  the  ALMANAC,  and 
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looks  forward  to  the  day  when  you  hybridizers  will  make  her  gardening  task  a  little 

easier. 

We  hope  all  this  will  be  accomplished  through  the  hybridizing  efforts  of  Bob 
and  others  involved  in  the  SPCNI  Breeding  Project  to  develop  varieties  adapted 
to  a  wider  range  of  climate  and  soil. 

Robert  Ward,  Little  Rock. 

The  following  cultivars  have  been  growing  long  enough  in  my  garden  to  have 
proved  their  hardiness. 

AGNES  JAMES  (Starker  R.  ’39)  A  white  douglasiana,  collected  in  Washington. 

This  cultivar  has  been  growing  here  for  6  years. 

BANBURY  GNOME  (Brum mitt  R.  ’74)  A  two-toned  red  which  has  won  many 
awards  in  Britain.  It  has  also  grown  well  for  6  years. 

CLARICE  RICHARDS  (Richards  ’83)  Pale  yellow  with  violet  veining  and  blush 
on  the  falls,  and  a  turquoise  central  veining.  Has  been  growing  here  since  its 
introduction. 

CHIMES  (Described  earlier. )  Ruffled  cream  with  gold  veining  and  blaze.  A  strong 
grower  for  7  years. 

GARDEN  DELIGHT  (Stanbach  ’75)  A  delightful,  free-flowering  light  yellow  with 
a  medium  brown  blaze  on  the  falls.  One  of  the  best  for  the  past  5  years. 
HONTA  YO  (Rigby  ’85)  Cream,  falls  veined  purple  with  flush  or  royal  blue.  Has 
grown  well  here  since  its  introduction. 

JOEY  (Gatty  ’78)  Selected  in  the  hot,  interior  valley  of  California.  Apricot  buff 
standards,  deeper  buff  falls  with  garnet  blotch  and  veining  radiating  from 
chrome-yellow  signal.  Has  grown  here  for  5  years. 

PAPER  BOY  (Stambach  ’78)  Six-inch  tall,  tan,  with  falls  washed  in  dusty  red. 
SUSIE  KNAPP  (Phillips  R.  ’70)  A  bluish-grey  self.  Five  years  old  and  still  growing 
well. 

DAVID  MARK  WARD  (R.  Fable- Ward  R.  ’89).  (Ed.  note:  Bob  has  grown  this 
recent  introduction  of  his  for  8  years,  which  points  out  the  advantage  of 
selecting  at  the  site  where  the  cultivar  will  be  grown.  Other  hybridizers,  how¬ 
ever,  should  keep  in  mind  that  Bob’s  material  would  be  a  valuable  asset  in  the 
SPCNI  breeding  project.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  by  far  the  majority  of 
the  varieties  listed  by  Bob,  originated  with  Southern  California  or  hot  interior 
valley  hybridizers,  i.e.:  Gatty  and  Rigby.  Only  Brummitt  and  Starker  are  the 
exception. ) 

Dorothy  Hujsak,  Tulsa. 

Dorothy  reports  success  in  growing  SOQUEL  COVE,  FAIRY  CHIMES,  and 
SUSIE  KNAPP. 

EASTERN  UNITED  STATES 

Richard  Kiyomoto,  ALMANAC  Representative  for  Eastern  United  States  and 
Canada,  is  a  key  member  of  the  team  of  hybridizers  who  are  working  to  produce 
PCI  which  will  thrive  in  parts  of  the  world  where  they  are  now  difficult  or 
impossible  to  grow.  Dick’s  reply  to  our  request  for  named  cultivars  which  grow 
well  in  his  territory  is  sobering. 
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Richard  Kiyomoto,  New  Haven. 

I’m  sorry  for  not  feeding  you  information,  but  information  is  sparse  out  here. 
Most  growers  are  waiting  for  adapted  varieties  or  are  growing  them  from  seed. 

Richard  Spariing,  of  Maryland,  writes  that  his  only  success  has  been  from  seed, 
and  even  then  they  quickly  succumb. 

Clarence  Mahqn,  of  Virginia,  says  that  of  12  named  PCN’s  he  planted  this 
spring,  only  BIG  MONEY  survived.  I  have  BIG  MONEY,  and  it  is  still  alive 
outdoors  but  has  not  bloomed. 

This  fall,  1990,  I  planted  80  different  PCI  accessions  (80  different  PCI  seed 
samples)  I  obtained  from  the  SPCNI  Breeding  Project  in  1989. 1  should  be  able  to 
provide  hardiness  data  in  the  future. 

GREAT  BRITAIN 

In  the  Current  British  Iris  Society  Yearbook,  Mary  Tubbs  of  Kent,  and  Maureen 
Foster,  of  Wales  evaluate  the  performance  of  Californicae  species  and  cultivars. 
Mary  Tubbs  summarized  the  comments  of  various  members  of  the  Kent  Group. 
The  five  mentioned  most  glowingly  are  as  follows: 

BANBURY  BEAUTY  (Brummitt  ’74)  This  lavender-flowered  variety  was  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  the  best  of  Brummitt’s  productions.  “Upright  stems,  a  good  grower, 
also  comparatively  easy  to  transplant  which  a  lot  of  the  others  aren’t.  ”  [We  note 
that  AMIGUITA  is  one  of  it’s  parents.] 

COUNCILMAN  (Ghio  ’76)  Mitchell  Award  winner  in  1982.  “Fresh  as  a  daisy, 
lovely  to  look  at.  Elegant,  broad-petalled  white  with  faint  violet  veining,  extra 
branching,  fairly  reliable  remontant.  A  must.  ” 

BLUE  BALLERINA  (Knowles  ’75)  Near-white  standards  and  falls  with  a  violet- 
purple  flash  on  the  falls.  “It  flowers  late  and  has  a  long  bloom  season,  an  asset  in 
some  ways,  as  most  PCIs  tend  to  have  a  tremendous  burst  of  flowers,  then 
nothing;  but  not  such  an  asset  as  far  as  awards  are  concerned.”  We  note, 
however,  that  it  won  an  HM  and  AM  at  Wisley. 

LAS  FLORES  (Ghio  ’  79)  “Wow,  that’s  super!  ”  Petals  alternately  buffy-cream  and 
purple,  golden  veining  on  purple  falls. 

SIMPLY  WILD  (Ghio  ’81)  Mitchell  Award  winner  in  1987.  Delicate  pink  with  a 
rich  strawberry  center,  is  judged  “truly  lovely  and  extremely  floriferous.  ” 
Others  noted  positively  are  ARNOLD  SUNRISE,  BIG  MONEY,  BIG  PURPLE, 
DEEP  PURPLE,  GARDEN  DELIGHT,  GONE  NATIVE,  ITALIAN  SNOW, 
MISSION  SANTA  CRUZ,  MORAGA,  MONTARA,  NO  NAME,  PACIFIC  BLUE 
BOY,  PAJARO  DUNES,  PESCADERO,  RIO  DEL  MAR,  SMALL  TOWN, 
SPRING  DAZE. 

Maureen  Foster ;  Crickhowell. 

In  previous  correspondence,  Maureen  Foster  of  Wales  lists  her  top  performers: 
SIMPLY  WILD,  CANYON  SNOW,  BIG  MONEY,  OVAL  OFFICE,  and  GONE 
NATIVE. 
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AUSTRALIA  AND  NEW  ZEALAND 


Jo  Tunney,  of  Lesmurdie,  West  Australia,  and  Robyn  Gully,  of  Hawthorne- 
dene,  South  Australia,  listed  their  favorites  in  1988  correspondence,  although 
both  grow  mostly  seedlings. 

Jo  Tunney,  Lesmurdie. 

I  have  some  named  varieties,  too,  all  purchased  from  Barry  Blyth  in  Victoria. 
The  best  are:  CHIMINITA  and  MORESCO  (Blyth  ’83),  SMOKY  BANDIT  (Blyth 
’86),  and  MILDURA,  NAYOOK,  and  TANJIL  (Blyth  ’87).  BIG  MONEY,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  struggling  to  survive. 

Robyn  Gully,  Hawthornedene. 

My  experiences  with  named  varieties  have  been  minimal,  mainly  because  I 
prefer  the  species,  but  also  because  I  have  had  such  abysmal  failure  with  the  ones 
I  obtained  locally.  LEMONADE  SPRINGS  (Davidson  n.r.),  however,  has  been 
easy,  very  floriferous,  and  much  admired  by  all  who  have  seen  it  in  my  garden 
over  the  years. 

In  New  Zealand,  Dora  Sparrow  grows  mostly  her  own  seedlings  of  which 
IDRIS,  registered  in  1987,  is  her  favorite  to  date. 

This  ends  our  survey.  In  summary,  CANYON  SNOW  led  the  list  with  7  votes  of 
confidence.  Second  was  BIG  MONEY,  with  6.  Third,  CHIMES,  with  5.  CLARICE 
RICHARDS,  SIMPLY  WILD,  SOQUEL  COVE,  and  SUSIE  KNAPP  tied  with  3 
votes  each. 

AMI  ROYALE,  AMIGUITA,  BANBURY  GNOME,  BIG  WHEEL,  CALIFIA, 
CANYON  ORCHID,  CITY  HALL,  COUNCILMAN,  FAIRY  CHIMES,  IDYL- 
WILD,  IN  THE  MONEY,  JOEY,  LAS  FLORES,  NATIVE  WARRIOR, 
PESCADERO,  SANTA  CRUZ  BEACH,  SIERRA  DELL,  SMALL  TOWN, 
SPRING  DAZE,  TIDY  WHITE,  TUNITAS,  and  WESTERN  WORLD  each  got  2 
votes. 

There  are  no  doubt  a  lot  of  other  cultivars  which  would  do  well  in  all  but  the 
most  difficult  conditions.  Getting  them  established  seems  to  be  the  biggest 
hurdle.  The  comments  on  frost  damage,  published  from  time  to  time  in  the 
SPCNI  ALMANAC,  certainly  bear  out  the  importance  of  getting  a  clone  estab¬ 
lished  before  subjecting  it  to  freezing  temperatures.  The  same  is  probably  true  of 
other  limiting  factors  such  as  hot  and  wet.  Furthermore,  when  you  live  in  an  area 
where  you  get  freezing  winter  temperatures  combined  with  hot-and-wet  sum¬ 
mers,  you  have  possibly  the  most  difficult  set  of  conditions  waiting  to  be  sur¬ 
mounted. 

We  hope  this  information  will  give  some  of  you  who  have  not  done  so,  an 
incentive  to  try  a  few  of  these  cultivars  in  your  own  garden.  We’re  not  recom¬ 
mending  that  you  put  all  your  eggs  in  one  basket,  however,  and  we  still  feel  that 
starting  from  seed  is  the  most  reliable  method  for  those  of  you  living  in  unfriendly 
areas.  Seeds  are  offered  each  year  through  the  SPCNI  Seed  Chairmen,  Louis 
Fry,  4  Renata  Court,  Novato,  CA  94947,  and,  as  usual,  we  will  be  publishing  a 
new  seed  list  in  each  fall  issue  of  the  ALMANAC. 
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SYSTEMS  FOR  NUMBERING 
SEEDLINGS 

Sharon  McAllister  (New  Mexico) 

The  purpose  of  a  seedling  number  is  simple:  to  uniquely  identify  a  clone.  As 
long  as  a  numbering  system  does  that,  there  is  no  “right”  or  “wrong”  method. 
Different  hybridizers  have  used  many  different  methods,  sometimes  numbering 
every  seedling  and  sometimes  numbering  only  selected  seedlings.  I’ve  experi¬ 
mented  with  many  different  methods  myself  and  found  that  each  approach  has  its 
own  advantages  and  disadvantages.  Obviously,  no  one  system  is  best  for  every¬ 
one,  but  perhaps  these  descriptions  of  a  few  representative  examples  will  help 
you  understand  some  of  the  seedling  numbers  you  encounter  in  checklists,  and  (if 
you’re  just  starting  to  hybridize)  decide  which  one  is  best  suited  for  your  own 
pursuits.  If  you’re  developing  your  own  system,  the  important  thing  is  not  which 
method  you  use  to  generate  the  seedling  number,  but  that  each  seedling  has  a 
unique  identification  number  and  that  this  number  makes  sense  to  you. 

Year/Cross/Clone 

This  is  probably  the  most  common  method  today  and  is  my  preference  for 
keeping  track  of  a  large  number  of  seedlings.  The  basic  pattern  is  a  year  ID,  a  cross 
ID,  and  a  clone  ID,  so  that  each  clone  of  each  cross  has  its  own  unique  number. 
There’s  room  for  a  lot  of  variation  in  style  within  this  basic  pattern.  In  my  garden, 
for  example,  87-3-6  is  the  sixth  sibling  from  the  third  cross  I  made  in  1987. 

For  those  who  routinely  plant  or  discard  each  year’s  seeds,  never  holding  some 
back  for  future  use,  the  year  is  easy  to  assign:  the  year  of  the  cross  and  the  year  of 
planting  will  be  one  and  the  same.  Those  of  us  who  keep  seed  “banks”  however, 
often  find  ourselves  processing  or  planting  older  seeds.  Some  prefer  to  number 
the  seedlings  by  the  year  that  the  seeds  were  planted,  which  makes  it  easier  to 
keep  track  of  the  age  of  the  plants,  and  monitor  their  relative  performance. 

I  use  the  year  in  which  the  cross  was  made  rather  than  the  year  it  was  planted, 
so  that  if  I  have  a  lot  of  seeds  from  a  given  cross,  I  can  experiment  with 
germination  methods  and  still  have  a  unified  numbering  system  for  the  resulting 
seedlings.  For  example,  I  might  use  forced  germination  techniques  on  some, 
cold-treatment  and  in-ground  planting  on  some,  and  natural  planting  on  others, 
which  would  result  in  germination  over  an  extended  time  span.  Or  I  might 
process  only  some  of  the  seeds  from  an  experimental  cross,  saving  the  rest  until  I 
see  how  the  first  few  perform.  In  either  case,  my  system  would  result  in  a  group  of 
siblings  that  would  all  have  the  same  year  and  cross  number,  regardless  of 
germination  date. 

Assigning  the  cross  number  is  also  a  matter  of  personal  preference.  Over  the 
years,  I’ve  done  it  many  different  ways: 

1.  Keeping  a  master  list,  recording  each  cross  and  assigning  the  number  when 
it  is  made. 

2.  Assigning  cross  numbers  as  I  harvested  the  seeds. 
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3.  Assigning  cross  numbers  as  I  process  or  plant  the  seeds. 

4.  Labeling  each  seed  flat  and  seedling  pot  with  the  pedigree,  but  assigning 
cross  numbers  only  for  survivors  lined  out  in  early  spring. 

Identifying  the  clone  itself  presents  even  more  choices.  I’ve  numbered  every 
seed  (to  keep  comprehensive  records  of  what  happens  to  each  one),  numbered 
them  when  they  germinate,  when  they  were  lined  out,  or  in  the  order  in  which 
they  bloomed. 

A  prefix  or  suffix  can  also  be  useful.  It  may  identify  the  type  of  plant,  as  in  the 
“T”  designation  used  in  the  Holden-Norris  tetraploid  arils.  A  prefix  may  also  be 
used  to  identify  the  hybridizer.  Les  Peterson’s  LP-71-17A,  for  example,  became 
BANGLADESH.  This  is  a  convenient  trick  to  use  with  guest  seedlings,  as  well, 
especially  when  there  is  some  similarity  in  numbering  systems. 

Of  course,  the  cross  or  clone  “number”  doesn’t  have  to  be  restricted  to 
numbers.  Some  people  use  letters,  as  well,  either  assigning  letters  to  the  cross  and 
numbers  to  the  clone  or  vice  versa.  Such  a  combination  may  be  easier  to  keep 
straight  than  numbers  alone.  Some  people  use  hyphens  to  separate  the  parts  of 
the  number.  Others  don’t.  It’s  strictly  a  matter  of  personal  choice.  It  think  that 
hyphens  clarify  the  information  and  make  it  easier  to  use:  85-3-13  is  clearly  clone 
number  13  of  cross  number  3,  while  85-31-3  is  clone  number  3  of  cross  number 
31. 

Pedigree  Abbreviations 

In  the  early  years  of  line-breeding  the  C.G.  White  amphidiploids,  a  very 
popular  approach  was  to  use  a  combination  of  abbreviations  and  numbers  to 
include  pedigree  information  in  the  seedling  number  itself.  You  can  see  how  this 
works  by  looking  through  the  ASI  Checklist.  For  example,  Wiloh  Wilkes  used  the 
abbreviation  “KB-KG”  for  her  cross  of  KALIFA  BALTIS  X  KALIFA  GULNARE, 
adding  a  number  to  indicate  the  specific  clone.  The  second  seedling  was  thus 
KBKG-2  and  the  fifth  was  KBKG-5. 

This  was  especially  useful  when  hybridizers  exchanged  seedlings.  A  “Syl-Sal” 
seedling  is  clearly  from  SYLPHIDE  X  IMAM  SALAH,  regardless  of  who  made  the 
cross.  This  method  becomes  less  convenient,  however,  as  more  generations  of 
seedlings  accumulate  in  a  pedigree.  For  example,  is  MG22W7B1  from  (IMAM 
AHMID  X  KALIFA  GULNARE)  X  (W7  x  I.  benjimanii),  or  from  ((IMAM  AHMID  X 
KALIFA  GULNARE)  x  W7)  X I.  benjimanii)?  The  abbreviation  is  a  great  memory- 
jogger,  but  as  the  abbreviation  is  condensed  in  advanced  generations,  informa¬ 
tion  is  lost.  It’s  still  necessary  to  go  back  to  seedling  records  to  fill  in  the  details. 

Although  I  don’t  use  this  method  to  number  my  own  seedlings,  I  frequently  add 
the  abbreviations  to  the  label  of  seedlings  used  in  hybridizing.  “DP-ROS”  thus 
means  DESERT  PRINCESS  X  ROSE  OF  SHARON,  or  “GW-SIG”  stands  for 
GRANTED  WISH  X  SUNRISE  IN  GLORY.  This  is  much  easier  than  either 
printing  the  full  pedigree  on  the  label  or  trying  to  memorize  it. 

Selected  Seedlings 

Very  few  seedlings  are  introduced  or  used  in  hybridizing.  Henry  Danielson 
once  told  me  that  he  expected  to  introduce  perhaps  1  in  100  bloomed.  Whether 
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the  discarded  seedlings  are  numbered  or  not  is  strictly  a  matter  of  personal 
preference.  Factors  to  consider  are  the  number  of  seedlings  grown  and  what  type 
of  records  are  to  be  retained  as  well  as  the  hybridizer’s  experience.  When  the 
seedling  patch  is  measured  in  the  thousands,  and  the  hybridizing  program  spans 
decades,  the  sheer  volume  of  records  kept  on  every  seedling  can  be  overwhelm¬ 
ing. 

For  example,  Gene  Hunt  grew  his  seedlings  under  pedigree,  assigning  num¬ 
bers  only  to  those  he  selected  for  introduction.  From  his  cross  of  ESTHER  THE 
QUEEN  X  DOVE  SONG,  he  selected  one  outstanding  seedling  that  he  later 
introduced  as  MARTHA  MIA.  The  number  he  assigned,  ORB  70-6,  is  easily 
decoded.  The  prefix  “ORB”  indicates  that  it  is  of  onco,  regelia,  and  bearded 
heritage  and  the  number  “70-6”  tells  us  that  it  was  the  sixth  selection  he  made  in 
1970.  Its  siblings,  which  were  destroyed,  were  not  numbered. 

There  are,  of  course,  many  other  variations  on  these  general  patterns.  While 
you  have  to  know  the  particular  system  that  the  hybridizer  used  if  you  want  to 
decode  a  specific  seedling  number,  that’s  mostly  a  matter  of  satisfying  your 
curiosity.  On  the  other  hand,  if  you  fall  in  love  with  a  particular  seedling  in  a 
display  garden,  all  you  have  to  do  is  make  note  of  the  hybridizer  and  seedling 
number.  That  information  uniquely  identifies  the  clone,  and  will  be  included  as 
part  of  the  registration  when  the  iris  is  named.  That’s  all  you  really  need  to  find  the 
object  of  your  affection  when  it  becomes  available. 

WHAT  THE  EDITOR  HAS  HEARD 

Ronald  Mullin  (Oklahoma) 

As  editor,  I  receive  letters  from  people  across  the  country.  Usually,  they  want  to 
talk  about  something  they  think  needs  to  be  changed.  Perhaps  they  feel  that  by 
telling  the  editor,  their  concerns  can  become  public  and  something  will  be  done 
about  them.  I’m  going  to  share  a  few  of  those  thoughts  with  the  membership  at 
this  time.  I  don’t  have  solutions  to  the  problems,  but  maybe  someone  can  come 
up  with  ideas  on  what  can  be  done.  Since  I  don’t  have  permission  to  quote  from 
the  letters,  I  will  not  identify  the  writers,  nor  will  I  quote  directly  from  the  letters. 

Several  comments  were  made  about  the  article  called  “Judges,  Where  are 
They?”  in  the  most  recent  issue  of  the  Bulletin.  Without  fail,  the  people  who 
commented  agreed  that  judges  do  not  visit  the  gardens  as  they  should.  One 
person  said  that  judges  in  his  region  were  happy  to  fly  to  somewhere  else  to  visit 
gardens,  but  they  didn’t  bother  to  drive  a  few  miles  to  see  local  gardens.  Another 
said  that  the  judges  seemed  to  see  only  the  things  that  happened  to  be  in  bloom  at 
the  convention  each  year.  Another  said  that  judges  should  realize  that  just  one  trip 
to  a  garden  is  not  enough.  They  continued  that  one  visit  gave  one  only  a  fleeting 
glimpse  of  what  was  in  bloom  that  day  and  totally  ignored  the  things  that  would 
bloom  later  or  had  already  bloomed. 

I  must  confess  that  I  don’t  get  to  the  gardens  as  often  as  I  should,  and  I’m  sure 
that  every  judge  uses  the  same  excuse  that  I  do — I  don’t  have  time  after  work  to 
get  there.  Shows  weekend  after  weekend  mean  no  time  for  garden  visiting.  So, 
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we  as  judges  do  fail  in  our  duties,  probably,  and  the  only  thing  I  can  suggest  is  that 
we  try  harder.  Hybridizers  will  have  to  understand  that  it  is  not  possible  to  drive  to 
distant  gardens  frequently,  so  they  should  guest  their  seedlings  in  a  metropolitan 
area.  Big  city  judges  must  realize  that  they  should  venture  out  into  the  rural  areas 
to  visit  gardens  too.  In  my  own  case,  I  live  in  a  small  town  with  the  nearest  iris 
garden  30  miles  away,  the  next  is  50  miles,  and  the  next  ones  are  in  Tulsa  60  miles 
away.  I’m  not  telling  other  judges  to  do  as  I  do,  because  I  fall  short  of  fulfilling  my 
duties  in  garden  visiting.  So,  let’s  all  visit  more  gardens.  They  are  the  only  place 
where  we  can  see  an  iris  and  vote  for  it.  Those  show  displays  mean  nothing  so  far 
as  garden  votes  are  concerned. 

Probably  the  most  frequent  complaint  is  about  the  cost  of  conventions.  People 
want  to  know  why  the  conventions  are  more  expensive  with  each  passing  year, 
why  we  always  seem  to  stay  at  some  elegant  hotel  when  we  spend  only  a  few 
hours  a  day  in  the  hotel,  and  why  the  Board  doesn’t  do  something  about  the 
escalating  costs.  People  on  fixed  incomes  say  that  their  one  vacation  has  always 
been  the  convention,  and  now  they  cannot  afford  to  go. 

I  sometimes  cannot  afford  to  attend  the  conventions  either,  but  part  of  that  is 
the  fact  that  I  have  to  give  up  pay  when  I  miss  school.  Naturally,  the  conventions 
are  more  expensive  than  they  were  a  few  years  ago  because  the  cost  of  everything 
is  going  up  daily.  People  should  not  expect  conventions  to  remain  at  prices  that 
were  common  in  the  past.  My  advice  to  convention  committees  is  to  try  every 
method  to  reduce  the  cost  of  the  convention.  If  a  clean  hotel  with  enough  space 
for  the  meetings  is  available,  please  choose  it  rather  than  the  most  expensive  one 
in  town.  People  love  elegance,  but  most  AIS  members  cannot  afford  elegance. 
The  membership  should  also  realize  that  sometimes  the  convention  committee 
must  select  a  particular  hotel  because  of  the  availability  of  meeting  rooms, 
banquet  facilities,  and  parking  for  the  buses.  No  convention  committee  wants  to 
come  up  short  at  the  end  of  the  meeting,  so  careful  planning  must  be  done.  When 
something  can  be  done  early  at  a  lower  rate,  it  should  be  done.  People  who  plan 
to  attend  can  help  by  not  demanding  volumes  of  correspondence,  maps,  special 
menus,  and  anything  else  that  will  increase  the  costs  to  the  committee.  Those  who 
attend  should  also  realize  that  some  parts  of  the  country  are  more  expensive  than 
other  parts.  The  convention  committee  should  also  realize  that  incomes  are  not  as 
high  as  in  some  parts  of  the  country  as  in  others.  By  becoming  aware  of  the 
differences  from  place  to  place,  perhaps  we  can  begin  to  understand  the  com¬ 
plaints  from  one  group  and  the  necessary  pricing  from  the  other  group.  Conven¬ 
tion  committees:  Don’t  add  to  the  cost  of  the  convention  by  doing  something  to 
promote  your  area.  If  you  want  to  promote  it,  pay  for  the  promotion  from  your 
local  funds.  Every  person  who  attends  will  love  his  own  area  better,  regardless  of 
what  you  may  do.  For  those  who  are  attending  the  convention,  find  out  from 
another  source  how  much  it  would  cost  to  visit  the  host  city  if  you  were  not  going 
to  the  AIS  Convention.  You  may  find  that  the  convention  is  a  real  bargain — and 
most  of  them  are. 

Something  else  that  comes  to  the  editor  is  the  regular  complaint  that  there  is 
nothing  in  the  AIS  Bulletin  for  the  new  member,  especially  culture  articles.  Other 
complaints  involve  the  lack  of  color  in  the  Bulletin. 
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First,  the  articles  for  new  members  are  always  something  that  we  strive  for,  but 
they  are  not  easy  to  obtain.  Someone  has  to  write  the  article,  and  it  has  to  be 
someone  who  lives  in  a  particular  area  if  it  is  to  have  true  validity.  However,  even 
such  an  article  might  not  meet  the  needs  of  the  local  gardener  because  the 
climates  vary  so  much.  Almost  any  region  has  a  variety  of  growing  conditions, 
and  what  is  good  in  one  area  of  that  region  is  not  necessarily  the  answer  for  the 
other  parts.  This  is  compounded  on  the  national  level.  Some  areas  must  mulch  in 
winter,  but  mulching  in  other  areas  creates  rot  problems.  Planting  time  in  some 
areas  can  be  as  late  as  October  and  November,  but  in  other  areas  the  planting 
must  be  done  much,  much  earlier.  Every  new  member  receives  the  booklet 
“Basic  Iris  Culture.”  This  is  designed  to  answer  the  basics  of  growing  irises. 
Regional  publications  should  deal  with  the  growing  of  irises  in  that  particular 
region.  Specific  questions  in  each  region  can  probably  be  answered  by  someone 
who  lives  there  better  than  the  editor  could  answer  them.  This  does  not  mean  that 
we  are  unaware  of  the  need  for  a  variety  of  article  types,  and  we  will  continue  to 
make  every  effort  to  include  all  members’  preferences  in  the  articles  that  are 
printed.  We  certainly  care  about  the  new  members,  and  we  are  willing  to  do 
whatever  we  can  to  make  their  membership  in  AIS  something  they  will  enjoy.  Let 
the  editorial  staff  know  what  you  want  to  read.  Check  the  Bulletin  over  a  period  of 
time  to  see  that  it  does  feature  a  variety  of  article  types,  but  note  that  not  every 
issue  can  cover  every  subject.  With  ten  different  AIS  sections  and  twenty-four 
regions,  plus  members  overseas,  a  ninety-six  page  Bulletin  will  never  cover  every 
needed  area  every  quarter.  As  for  color  pictures,  the  cost  is  prohibitive.  The  color 
that  appears  now  is  paid  for  by  the  advertisers.  They  provide  the  color  separa¬ 
tions,  and  that  would  be  a  really  big  expense  should  the  Bulletin  feature  other 
color  photos.  We  all  owe  a  big  thank  you  to  the  people  who  advertise  in  the 
Bulletin.  They  provide  us  with  color  pictures,  and  they  subsidize  the  Bulletin  to 
enable  the  rest  of  us  to  have  a  membership  for  a  few  dollars.  Keep  in  mind  that  we 
are  doing  all  we  can  to  meet  the  needs  of  all  the  members.  Any  slight  is  not 
intentional. 

Some  letters  have  inquired  about  the  1989  Checklist.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
book  is  almost  as  anticipated  as  the  sequel  to  GONE  WITH  THE  WIND.  This 
seems  unusual  since  everything  that  is  in  the  new  book  will  be  material  that  has 
already  appeared  in  the  annual  Registrations  and  Introductions  booklets. 

Progress  is  being  made  on  the  Checklist.  The  preparation  requires  much 
checking  and  double  checking  to  see  that  accuracy  is  maintained.  Delays  have 
been  caused  by  many  things,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  conversion  of  all  the 
records  to  computer.  AIS  requires  that  much  information  be  recorded,  and 
getting  the  equipment  to  handle  these  various  areas  required  some  special 
programming.  Then,  all  the  material  is  entered  into  the  machine  by  Kay  Nelson. 
Kay  has  a  full  time  job,  and  she  works  for  AIS  during  her  hours  off  work.  People 
who  have  never  worked  with  the  publication  of  any  material  do  not  understand 
the  many  things  that  can  cause  delays.  The  book  will  be  finished  this  year,  and 
keep  in  mind  that  even  though  it  says  1989,  no  work  could  be  done  until  after  all 
reports  from  1989  had  been  received.  That  is  usually  well  into  1990  (or  whatever 
decade  is  involved).  Each  of  us  should  look  in  the  Board  minutes  and  see  how 
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little  we  pay  Kay  Nelson.  Her  job  as  registrar  and  as  Advertising  Editor  are  almost 
full  time  jobs.  She  prepares  every  ad  copy  that  appears  in  the  Bulletin.  When  the 
new  rate  for  registering  an  iris  was  about  to  go  into  effect,  people  sent  in  hundreds 
of  names  to  be  cleared  and  registered  so  they  could  save  money  on  the  registra¬ 
tion.  This  took  valuable  time  away  from  the  Checklist  preparation.  The  1991 R  &  I 
booklet  had  to  be  prepared  so  that  it  would  be  out  on  time.  These  annual 
publications  are  vital  to  the  shows  and  awards  systems.  Also,  everyone  should 
remember  that  we  do  not  pay  Kay  Nelson  one  extra  cent  for  preparing  the  copy 
for  the  book  which  is  printed  every  ten  years  nor  do  we  pay  any  kind  of  rent  for 
the  storage  of  all  the  records  in  her  home.  Let’s  all  be  patient  with  her.  She  has 
never  failed  us  before,  and  she  won’t  do  it  this  time  either.  The  book  will  be  ready 
during  this  year.  Meanwhile,  read  the  R  &  I  booklets  from  the  1980’s  and  you 
have  the  same  information. 

The  most  asked  questions  concerning  the  growing  of  irises  are:  “When  do  I 
trim  the  foliage?”  and  “When  do  I  put  on  the  mulch?” 

It  is  easy  to  answer  the  first  question  because  the  answer  is  “Never.  ”  However, 
a  few  exceptions  do  come  to  mind.  If  the  foliage  becomes  brown  on  the  tips  and 
the  gardener  wants  to  trim  off  the  tips,  that  is  fine.  If  the  foliage  is  unsightly 
because  of  leaf  spot,  it  is  all  right  to  trim  off  the  worst  damage.  Be  sure  to  dispose  of 
it  properly.  Don’t  put  it  in  the  compost  pile  or  allow  it  to  stay  in  the  garden.  One 
other  exception  would  be  for  areas  which  experience  weather  that  is  conducive 
to  rot.  Many  of  us  grow  our  irises  too  close  together  in  an  effort  to  grow  more  and 
more  varieties.  Should  soft  rot  become  a  problem,  particularly  during  hot  and 
humid  weather,  some  people  have  found  that  trimming  back  the  foliage  allows  for 
greater  air  circulation.  This,  they  feel,  helps  to  cure  the  problems  with  rot.  The  best 
practice  to  follow  is  still  the  same  as  mentioned  earlier,  and  that  is,  don’t  trim  the 
foliage. 

Answering  the  question  of  when  to  put  on  the  mulch  is  something  I  cannot 
answer  since  we  don’t  mulch  the  irises  in  this  part  of  the  country.  We  do  allow  the 
leaves  to  remain  in  the  garden  when  they  fall  from  the  trees,  but  we  must  be  sure 
that  the  covering  is  not  too  deep  and  that  it  is  removed  early  in  the  spring  to  avoid 
problems  with  rot.  We  really  face  a  difficult  decision  on  when  to  remove  those 
leaves.  Recent  winters  have  been  quite  mild,  but  the  coldest  nights  have  come  in 
March.  This  is  after  most  people  have  removed  any  leaves  that  have  fallen  into  the 
beds.  The  same  problem  would  exist  if  we  were  going  to  mulch  the  garden  with 
straw  or  other  material.  Northern  gardens  are  usually  mulched,  and  someone  in 
those  areas  could  tell  the  best  time  for  applying  the  cover. 

Other  questions  deal  with  timeliness  of  news  in  the  Bulletin,  or  the  lack  of  it. 
Some  wonder  why  regional  newsletters  can  carry  information  before  the  Bulletin 
does. 

It  would  probably  be  best  if  all  vital  information  concerning  awards,  etc.  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Bulletin  first,  but  the  time  involved  in  the  production  of  the  Bulletin 
is  much  greater  than  it  is  for  a  regional  publication.  Material  for  the  Bulletin  is 
supposed  to  arrive  three  months  before  the  publication  date,  i.e.  April  15  for  the 
July  issue.  By  the  time  the  material  has  been  typeset,  the  Bulletin  pasted  up,  and 
the  corrections  made,  the  Bulletin  is  finally  ready  for  mailing.  Meanwhile,  the 
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regions  have  been  ready  to  type  and  print  their  newsletters  and  get  them  in  the 
mail.  AIS  policy  dictates  that  we  try  to  be  as  timely  as  possible,  but  it  sometimes 
seems  that  we  are  late.  The  biggest  problem  comes  with  correction  of  errors.  As 
an  example,  the  April  issue  arrives,  and  it  has  an  error.  The  person  involved  with 
the  error  doesn’t  notice  it  or  doesn’t  tell  the  editor  about  it  until  June.  A  request  for 
a  change  will  probably  not  make  the  July  issue  since  the  production  is  too  far 
along  at  that  point  to  make  changes.  That  means  the  correction  cannot  appear 
until  the  October  issue.  Corrections  could  usually  be  made  through  the  month  of 
May,  but  after  that,  they  are  too  costly,  especially  if  they  require  a  paragraph  or 
more  to  correct.  Please  read  the  Bulletin  promptly  if  something  involves  you  as  an 
individual.  If  an  error  has  been  made,  notify  the  editor  promptly.  Copy  for  the 
awards,  affiliates,  exhibitions,  etc.  is  prepared  by  the  chairmen  of  those  commit¬ 
tees.  The  editor  has  no  idea  about  any  errors  in  names,  numbers,  or  locations 
since  the  reports  on  the  shows  or  whatever  did  not  come  directly  to  him.  These 
chairmen  do  an  outstanding  job  of  dealing  with  these  things,  and  when  ones  sees 
the  originals  that  they  sometimes  receive,  it  is  amazing  that  they  make  so  few 
errors.  To  help  them,  we  should  all  strive  to  send  in  reports  that  are  as  neat  as 
possible.  Local  reporters  should  be  sure  that  names  are  spelled  correctly.  The 
chairmen  won’t  know  that  an  error  has  been  made  unless  they  know  the  person 
in  the  report  personally.  Sometimes,  that  is  not  enough.  Many  people  who  know 
me  still  spell  my  last  name  with  an  S.  Over  the  years,  one  learns  to  accept  those 
things  and  overlook  them. 

The  things  in  this  article  are  the  ones  which  seem  to  come  across  the  desk  more 
often  than  others.  As  stated  earlier,  I  don’t  know  the  answers  to  the  questions 
every  time,  but  these  are  some  thoughts.  They  are  one  man’s  thoughts  and  don’t 
reflect  the  ideas  of  anyone  else. 


Previous  SIB  Introductions  of  Dale  Johnson 

SILVER  ILLUSION  ('87]  Greyed  methyl  violet.  HC  '85, 

HM  '89,  AM  '91  . . . . . . . . $25.00 

BISHOP'S  PAWN  ('87]  Bishops  violet.  HC  '85,  HM  '89 . $15.00 

CATHY  CHILDERSON  ('88)  Bluebird  blue.  EC  '87,  HM  '89  $15.00 
IT'S  DELIGHTFUL  ('88]  Wistaria  blue  S.;  bluebird  blue  F.  $15.00 
QUEEN'S  GAMBIT  ('88]  Imperial  purple.  HM  '91  .........  $12.00 

REDDY  TO  GO  ('88]  Violet  purple,  washed  violet  blue  ....  $15.00 

SNOWY  MOUNTAIN  ('88)  White  with  yellow  shading  ....  $15.00 


STANDING  TALL  ('88]  Violet  self.  HM  '91  . . .  $12.00 

TRI-BLUE  ('88]  Gentian  blue.  HM  '91  . . . . $12.00 

Please  order  from  this  ad.  We  have  no  catalog. 

DALE  JOHNSON 

3205  Chateau  de  Marcay  Florissant,  MO  63031 
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LET'S  DESIGN  A  MEDAL  !! 

Region  One  has  the  great  honor  of  being  commissioned  by  AIS 
to  arrange  for  the  design  and  casting  of  the  new  JOHN  WISTER 
MEMORIAL  MEDAL  for  tall  bearded  irises!  The  medal  award  will 
be  voted  for  the  first  time  in  1993,  and  the  medal  will  be  presented 
for  the  first  time  at  the  1994  National  Convention,  We  want  this 
medal  to  be  really  outstanding,  so  we  are  launching  a  NATIONAL 
COMPETITION  for  its  design  and  inviting  all  members  to  partici¬ 
pate,  PLEASE  DO! 

The  design  should  feature  a  tall  bearded  iris,  which  will  be  cast 
in  relief  on  the  face  of  the  medal.  It  should  express  the  elegance  of 
this  most  dramatic  of  the  bearded  irises,  but  do  bear  in  mind  the 
space  limitations  of  a  three  inch  diameter  medal  which  must  also 
accommodate  lettering  around  the  edges.  Less  may  well  be  more! 

The  initial  evaluation  of  the  entries  will  be  done  by  a  panel  of 
Region  One  judges  who  are  tall  bearded  iris  growers  and/or 
breeders.  Their  selections  will  be  presented  to  the  full  AIS  Board  of 
Directors  at  the  1993  National  Convention  for  a  final  decision. 
The  designer  of  the  winning  entry  will  receive  a  LIFE  MEM¬ 
BERSHIP  IN  THE  AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY. 

In  order  to  give  the  judges  ample  time  to  study  the  entries,  we 
must  ask  that  they  be  mailed  no  later  than  December  1, 1992  to: 

Lynn  F.  Markham,  Chairman 
Wister  Medal  Committee 
61  Upland  Avenue — P.O.  Box  154 
Lunenburg,  Massachusetts  01462 
There  is  no  limit  on  entries — the  more  we  have,  the  more  beautiful 
this  very  important  medal  will  be.  COME  ONE,  COME  ALL! 


THE  GENUS  IRIS 

By  Wm.  R.  Dykes 

Cambridge  University  Press,  1913 

The  Greater  Kansas  City  iris  Society  will  sell  a  single  copy  of 
this  rare  book  to  the  highest  bidder.  To  bid  and  for  more 
information  write  to:  Dr.  James  W.  Waddick,  3233  McGee, 
Kansas  City,  MO  64111  (816)  531-2373.  Bids  will  close  Midnight 
Sept.  1, 1992.  Shipping  extra. 
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MOONSHINE  GARDENS 


As  most  of  you  already  know,  Monty  Byers  died  in  December,  1991.  He  will 
be  missed  by  everyone  who  knew  him.  Acting  upon  his  request,  we  are  the 
new  owners  of  Moonshine  Gardens.  Monty  had  an  incredible  number  of 
seedlings  being  prepared  for  introduction,  and  these  will  be  released  in  the 
years  to  come. 

As  customers  of  Moonshine,  we  absolutely  loved  the  generosity  of  the 
bonuses  we  would  get  with  our  orders,  so  as  owners  will  continue  this  great 
tradition. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  correspondence,  please  address  these  to  Jack  and 
Phyllis  Dickey,  5080- W.  Soda  Rock  Lane,  Healdsburg,  CA  95448.  It  will  be 
a  pleasure  doing  business  with  old  and  new  Moonshine  customers  now  and  in 
the  years  to  come. 

We  did  get  a  late  start  this  year.  Therefore,  we  have  only  four  introductions  at 
this  time.  There  are  many,  many  more  to  come  in  the  future,  though. 

MOONSHINE  GARDENS  1992  TALL  BEARDED  IRIS 

INTRODUCTIONS 

ALL  AMERICAN — TB,  31"  M.  S.  light  blue;  F.  glacial  white;  bright  red 
beards.  Pronounced  sweet  fragrance.  Sdlg.  G-39-2.  Eternal  Bliss  X 
Pacific  Tide  . . . . $35.00 

ALL  LIT  UP — TB,  33",  EM.  S.  white;  F.  brilliant  gold;  tangerine  orange 
beards.  Sldg.  G23-101.  Borderline  X  Blazing  Sunrise  . $35.00 

DANCE  FOR  JOY— TB,  30",  VE-M  &  RE.  S.  smoothly  blended  salmon 
and  pearly  orchid  pink  suffusing  to  pale  yellow  edge;  F.  salmon  pink 
overlaid  with  reddish  orchid  wash,  heavier  over  the  hafts;  bright  red  orange 
beards.  Blended  salmon  and  orchid  spoons  or  flounces.  Heavily  ruffled. 
Sdlg.  E66-1.  (Sky  Hooks  x  Condottiere)  X  (Spirit  of  Memphis  x  (Moon 
Mistress  x  D.  Meek  Homed  sdlg.)) . .  $35.00 

STARS  AND  STRIPES— TB,  36",  M-L.  S.  smooth  very  pale  violet;  F. 
violet;  white-based  beards  tipped  bright  red;  violet  horns.  Sdlg.  F54-1. 
Vanity  X  ((Sky  Hooks  x  Condottiere)  x  Conjuration)  .........  $35.00 

MOONSHINE  GARDENS 

5080- W.  Soda  Rock  Lane  Healdsburg,  California  95448 
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1992  Introduction 
TURANDOT 

Sdlg.  85-19.  TB,  46",  M.  Stds.  reddish  violet  with  yellow  infusion,  reddish 
violet  midrib.  Falls  yellow,  reddish  violet  halo  with  plicata  markings, 
white  emanating  from  yellow  beards,  reddish  violet  centerline.  Daz¬ 
zling  Gold  X  Sdlg.  81-16:  (Flamenco  x  Daylight  Splendor)  . .  $30.00 

Add  $3.50  for  postage  and  handling 

FRANKLIN  E.  CARR 

27  Mary  Street  Bordentown,  New  Jersey  08505 


THE  PERMANENT  METAL  LABEL 


A  —  Hairpin  Style  Markers . 30  For  $1 1 .60 

B  —  Plant  or  Shrub  Labels . 100  For  $  7.80 

C  —  Cap  Style  Markers  . 30  For  $1 1 .95 

D  —  Swinging  Style  Markers . 30  For  $10  20 

E  —  Rose  Markers . 30  For  $10.95 

F  —  Tall  Display  Markers  . 30  For  $14.45 

G  —  Tall  Single  Staff  Markers  30  For  $1 1  95 

H  —  Flag  Style  Markers  30  For  $10.15 

J  —  Small  Plant  Labels  100  For  $  7  40 

K  —  Tie-On  Labels  100  For  $12  30 

M  —  Miniature  Markers  30  For  $  9  40 

PAW  PAW  EVERLAST  LABEL  CO. 

Box  93-G  Paw  Paw,  Michigan  49079-0093 

Quantity  Prices  Available  Postage  Prepaid 


The  Natural  Way  to 
Bug-Free  Plants 

Made  witfi  Natural  Pyrethrins 


INSECTKIK 

SPRAY 


Kids:  Aphids*  Whiteffies 
Meaty  Bugs*  Red  Spiders 
Moths* Gnats* Spider  Mites 
Mosquitoes  *Web  Worms*  Etc 


CAUTION 


•OUSE  PLANT  AND  GABtiN 


Look  for  these  and  other  fine  Schultz  Products:  "Schultz-Instant"  Liquid  Plant  Food.  10-15-10. 
"Schultz-Instant"  Soluble  Fertilizer.  20-30-20  and  "Plant  Shine''  Spray  Plant  Polish  at  leading 
Garden  Centers  and  Plant -Departments.  Garden  Clubs  SEND  FOR  OUR  FUND  RAISING  OFFER 
Schultz  Company.  P.0.  Box  173.  Maryland  Heights.  MO  63043 
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IRIS  SLIDES  FOR  RENT 

AIS  offers  a  number  of  iris  slide  sets  for  rental  to  members,  each  consisting  of  approximately 
100  35mm  slides.  These  provide  excellent  programs  for  both  iris  societies  and  garden  clubs. 

SLIDE  SETS  AVAILABLE  FOR  1992 

THE  NEWEST  IN  IRISES:  1989  through  1992  introductions — mostly  TB,  but  contains 

other  types. 

RECENT  AWARD  WINNERS:  HM  and  AM  winner^-1988  through  1991. 

THE  POPULARITY  POLL:  Favorite  irises  as  reflected  by  the  1991  AIS  Symposium. 
RECENT  BEAUTIES:  Recent  introductions  which  have  not  as  yet  won  the  HM  award — 

mostly  TB,  but  includes  other  types. 

TYPES  OTHER  THAN  TALL  BEARDED:  Bearded  and  beardless — arranged  in  ap¬ 
proximate  blooming  sequence. 

RELIABLES:  Mostly  past  award  winners  of  various  types — especially  suited  for  newer 
iris  societies  and  garden  clubs. 

1990  OMAHA  CONVENTION 

1991  WASHINGTON  D.  C.  CONVENTION 

To  Order:  Requests  for  slides  should  be  made  well  in  advance  of  requested  date,  preferably 
six  to  eight  weeks.  If  optional,  specify  alternate  sets  and/or  dates.  Clearly  PRINT  name  and 
mailing  address  to  whom  slides  are  to  be  sent.  Rental  fee  is  $7.50  per  set,  payable  to  AIS. 
Only  one  set  allowed  for  any  request  date.  AIS  Affiliate  Societies  are  entitled  to  one  free  set 
per  calendar  year.  Slide  sets  are  to  be  returned  next  day  after  viewing  by  PRIORITY  mail. 
Send  check  with  request  to: 

Howard  Shockey,  Chairman 

Slides  Committee 

4611  Rio  Grande  Lane,  N.W. 

Albuquerque,  NM  87107 
Note:  Telephone  calls  cannot  be  returned. 

SECTION  SLIDES  AVAILABLE 

The  various  Sections  of  AIS  also  have  slide  sets  available  for  rent.  These  feature  irises  of 
each  respective  group.  Rental  fee  is  $5.00  per  set,  unless  noted  otherwise.  Requests  for 
these  slide  sets  should  be  submitted  as  follows: 

ARILS  and  ARILBREDS:  Order  from  Clay  H.  Osborne,  47806  Calle  Fiesta,  Indio,  CA 
92201.  Rental  fee  $7.50 — Check  to  Aril  Society  International. 
HISTORIC  IRIS  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY  (HIPS):  Contact  Joan  Cooper,  212  West 
Country  Rd.  C,  St.  Paul,  MN  55113.  Check  to  HIPS. 

JAPANESE:  Order  from  John  Coble,  9823  E.  Michigan  Ave.,  Galesburg,  MI  49053. 
Check  to  Japanese  Iris  Society. 

LOUISIANAS:  Order  from  La  Vera  Burkett,  1002  Randall,  Searcy,  AR  72143.  Check  to 
LISA. 

MEDIANS:  Order  from  Terry  Aitken,  608  N.W.  119th  St. ,  Vancouver,  WA  98685.  Check 
to  MIS. 

REBLOOMERS:  Contact  Diana  Nicholls,  4724  Angus  Drive,  Gainesville,  VA  22065. 
Check  to  Reblooming  Iris  Society. 

SIBERIANS:  Order  from  Thomas  Abrego,  P.O.  Box  693,  Newberg,  OR  97132.  Check 
to  Society  for  Siberian  Irises. 

SPECIES:  Several  sets  available — Order  from  Helga  Andrews,  11  Maple  Ave.,  Sudbury, 
MA  01776.  Check  to  S1GNA. 

SPURIAS:  To  order,  contact  Marilyn  Holloway,  673  Acacia  Ave.,  Sacramento,  CA 
95815.  Check  to  Spuria  Iris  Society. 
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AIS  SALES  ITEMS 


THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES  . $17.50 

Edited  by  Warburton  &  Hamblen;  34  contributors  and  authors  including  international 
authorities.  494  pages  of  text;  32  pages  full  color.  Published  in  1978  and  the  most 
authoritative  book  on  all  phases  of  irises,  scientific  and  popular,  6"  x  9"  hard  bound  cloth 

cover. 

HANDBOOK  FOR  JUDGES  AND  SHOW  OFFICIALS . .  complete ....  $6.00 

pages  only. . .  $4.00 

Fifth  Edition,  in  handy  looseleaf  form.  Available  with  or  without  binder  for  holding  the 

pages. 

Iris  Notes,  3Vz  x  5V2 ,  reproductions  of  watercolors  from  the  archives  of  the  Brooklyn 
Botanic  Garden,  $4.00  per  pack,  3  for  $11.00.  Each  pack  contains  ten  notes  and  envelopes, 
two  different  designs. 

Order  by  pack  number:  Pack  1:  5  Iris  aurea,  5  Iris  latifolia. 

Pack  2:  5  Iris  xiphium,  5  Japanese  iris. 

Pack  3:  5  Iris  pallida  hybrid,  5  Gladwyn  iris. 


IRIS  SHOW  POSTERS  . . .  Packet  of  6,  $10.00 

Promote  your  show  with  these  full-color  posters  11"  x  16". 

AIS  LAPEL  PINS . . . . . . . $5.00 

AIS  logo  in  blue  and  green  on  silver  plated  pin  V2"  x  5/s"  with  safety  lock  catch. 

BASIC  IRIS  CULTURE  . . . .  each  $1.25;  packet  of  25,  $15.00 

A  32-page  booklet  covering  the  basic  aspects  of  growing  irises.  Available  in  single  issue  or 
quantity  for  resale  by  societies  at  meetings,  shows  and  sales. 


1991  AIS  MEMBERSHIP  BOOK.  A  complete  listing  of  members  of  AIS,  including  ad¬ 
dresses . . . . . . . $7.00 

IRIS  POST  CARDS  . . Packet  $2.00;  3  Packets  for  $5.00 

Twelve  different  shots,  in  color,  per  packet. 

1939  CHECK  LIST . .  $10.00 

Reprint.  Soft  cover. 

1969  IRIS  CHECKLIST  . . . . . . .  $17.00 

Reprint.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1960-69. 

1979  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  . . . . $17.00 

Reprint.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1970-79. 

REGISTRATIONS  AND  INTRODUCTIONS— 


1984  . . . . 

. . $4.00 

1988  . 

. $4.00 

1985  ......... 

. . . $4.00 

1989  . . . . 

. $4.00 

1986  . . . 

. . $4.00 

1990  . 

. $4.00 

1987  ......... 

.........  $4.00 

1991 . . . . . 

. $5.00 

BULLETINS:  Back  issues,  if  available  . . . . $3.00 

BRONZE  ANNIVERSARY  MEDALS  . . . . . $2.50 

The  AIS  50th  Anniversary  medal  in  antiqued  bronze.  Suitable  for  pendants,  show  prizes, 
and  special  awards. 

AIS  SEALS . Pack— -$2.50;  5  Pack*-$10.00 

Self-adhesive  ovals  larger  than  a  half  dollar,  official  design  in  blue  and  green  on  a  silver 
background.  (50  per  pack) 

RHS  COLOUR  CHARTS  . . . . . . . $45.00 

Set  of  four  color  fans,  plus  instruction  leaflet. 


1992  AIS  CALENDAR 


$5.00—10  for  $30.00 


Prices  include  postage  and  handling. 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society 

Send  order  to  Charles  J.  Lack,  718  West  67th  Street,  Tulsa,  OK  74132 

Phone  (918)  445-2222 
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Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Directors  Meeting 

Stouffer  Waverly  Hotel  April  28  &  29,  1992 

Atlanta,  Georgia 

The  regular  spring  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  The  American  Iris  Society  was  called  to  order  at 
2:15  p.m.,  April  28,  1992,  by  President  Kenneth  Waite.  Present  at  the  various  sessions  were  President 
Waite;  Immediate  Past  President  Rasmussen;  Past  President  and  Director  Stahly;  1st  Vice  President  and 
Recording  Secretary  Barr;  2nd  Vice  President  Niswonger;  Secretary  J.  Stayer;  Treasurer  Corlew; 
Membership  Secretary  Harlow;  Publication  Sales  Director  C.  J.  Lack;  Directors  Crick,  Gristwood,  B. 
Jones,  Lineberger,  Mahan,  Rice-Waters  and  Witt;  RVP  Representative  McWhirter;  Photo  Coordinator  L. 
Stayer;  Committee  Chairmen  Harder,  McEwen,  and  Morris;  RVPs  Pope  (1),  O’Shea  (2),  Warner  (4), 
Wilder  (5),  King  (7),  Meyer  (11),  Shepard  (15),  McMillen  (16),  Probst  (18),  Szmuriga  (19),  Miller  (20), 
Gossett  (22),  Goodnight  (23)  and  Gilliam  (24);  Asst.  RVP  Honkanen  (5);  Section  Representatives  Fry 
(DIS),  M.  Lowe  (R1S)  and  Perkins  (SIS);  and  guests  A.  Waite  and  Doucette  (1),  A.  Lowe  and  Randall  (4), 
Luna  (7),  E.  Jones  (13),  Plank  (15),  Beckhusen  and  Glaser  (17),  Denney  and  Henderson  (18)  and  K.  Lack 
(22). 

In  his  opening  remarks,  President  Waite  welcomed  all  those  present,  reminding  everyone  that 
participation  in  discussion  is  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  that  only  Board  members  may  vote. 
Introductions  followed,  and  everyone  was  asked  to  sign  the  attendance  sheet.  Waite  explained  that  there 
might  be  departures  from  the  printed  agenda,  as  it  is  only  a  guideline. 

A  correction  was  made  to  the  minutes  of  the  November  Board  meeting  in  Indianapolis,  as  published  in 
AIS  Bulletin  #284.  In  the  presentation  to  the  Board  by  Bob  Pries,  chairman  of  the  awards  committee  of 
the  Species  Iris  Group  of  North  America,  it  should  be  added  that  the  Founders  of  S.I.G.N.A.  Award  and 
the  Randolph-Perry  Award,  designated  as  AM-equivalent  awards  in  the  written  proposal,  were  elevated 
to  medal  status  in  the  motion  passed  by  the  Board.  Lineberger  moved,  Corlew  seconded,  that  the 
minutes  be  approved  as  amended.  The  motion  carried. 

Waite  reported  that  there  had  been  no  interim  action  by  the  Board.  The  Executive  Committee  had 
taken  the  following  action: 

(1 )  Raised  the  price  of  the  1991  AIS  Membership  Book  to  $10.00  from  the  $7.00  price  set  at  the  fall 
Board  meeting. 

(2)  Gave  approval  to  The  Lincoln  Iris  Society  (Nebraska)  to  use  certain  pen  sketches  from  the  Judges 
Handbook  in  a  brochure  being  prepared  by  that  society. 

(3)  Voted  to  let  the  1991  AIS  Awards  stand  as  shown  by  a  recount. 

Waite  explained  the  fact  that  ballots  for  the  By-laws  changes  approved  by  the  Board  at  the  fall  meeting 
had  not  been  mailed  to  the  membership.  It  had  been  discovered  after  the  fall  meeting  that  the  AIS  By¬ 
laws  require  that  “notice  of  the  proposed  amendment  or  amendments  shall  have  been  included  in  the 
notice  of  the  meeting.  ”  The  voting  on  the  amendments  at  the  fall  meeting  was  therefore  not  valid,  as 
notice  of  the  proposed  amendments  had  not  been  included  with  the  notice  of  the  meeting.  Such  notice 
was,  however,  included  with  the  notice  of  the  spring  meeting,  and  another  vote  will  be  taken  later  in  this 
meeting. 

Secretary  Stayer  thanked  the  Board  for  having  approved  the  purchase  of  a  copy  machine  for  her 
office.  She  commented  on  the  fact  that  her  incoming  mail  had  decreased  but  that  there  had  been  an 
increase  in  correspondence  from  junior  and  senior  high  school  students  requesting  information  and 
copies  of  educational  material,  at  no  charge,  sometimes  from  large  numbers  of  students  from  the  same 
class.  In  such  cases  she  has  sent  a  small  amount  of  material  and  asked  them  to  share. 

The  Secretary  stated  that  there  continue  to  be  requests  for  very  large  numbers  of  the  “Invitation  to 
Join”  brochure;  she  is  authorized  to  send  250  to  RVPs  and  only  25  to  presidents  of  local  clubs  and 
societies  at  any  one  time;  Exhibitions  Chairman  Gristwood  sends  30  to  40  copies  with  each  order  of 
show  supplies.  After  lengthy  discussion,  Lineberger  moved,  Jones  seconded,  that  “Invitation  to  Join”  be 
made  available  in  quantity  to  sell  for  eight  cents  per  copy,  over  and  above  the  numbers  already 
authorized  by  the  Board.  The  motion  carried.  Stayer  will  continue  to  handle  mailing  of  the  ones  sent  at 
no  cost,  and  Girstwood  will  send  a  simple  statement  with  those  which  she  sends  with  show  supplies 
stating  that  the  brochure  may  be  reprinted. 

Stayer  brought  up  the  subject  of  computer  maintenance  contracts.  Corlew  moved,  Witt  seconded,  that 
the  Board  adopt  a  policy  of  not  carrying  maintenance  contracts  on  AIS  computers  beyond  the  date  on 
which  the  original  warranty  has  expired.  The  motion  carried. 

Stayer  finished  her  report  by  reading  from  a  letter  from  Attorney  Glenn  Spain  stating  that  the  AIS  is 
now  permanently  exempt  under  501  (c)(3)  and  that  this  project  has  been  successfully  completed.  A  copy 
of  the  exemption  letter  from  the  IRS  will  be  kept  in  the  AIS  corporate  files. 

Membership  Secretary  Harlow  spoke  briefly  about  the  detailed  report  which  had  already  been  sent  to 
Board  members.  Total  membership  has  reached  8,408;  Region  14  leads  with  788  members,  Region  4  is 
second  with  665,  and  Region  7  is  in  third  place  with  629.  During  the  past  year  there  has  been  an  increase 
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of  more  than  50  new  Life  members.  The  AIS  printer  in  her  office  needs  to  be  replaced;  the  Board  has 
already  authorized  this  expenditure  at  such  time  as  it  is  needed.  Harlow  urged  the  Board  to  consider 
again  not  sending  one  last  Bulletin  to  those  whose  memberships  have  expired  (at  present,  a  new  member 
who  does  not  renew  after  one  year  receives  a  total  of  six  Bulletins  for  that  year,  one  of  which  is 
complimentary  when  joining).  In  January,  455  copies  were  sent,  to  members  who  had  been  recently 
dropped  from  the  membership  list.  Corlew  moved,  Crick  seconded,  that  the  AIS  cease  sending  Bulletins 
to  those  who  have  not  renewed  membership.  The  motion  passed. 

Treasurer  Corlew  distributed  copies  of  his  interim  report  for  Board  members  to  study.  Corlew 
commented  that  there  are  more  Life  memberships  than  ever  before  and  urged  that  Life  memberships  be 
encouraged,  as  dues  from  Life  memberships  remain  in  a  special  fund  drawing  interest  for  years  to  come; 
in  response  to  a  question  he  stated  that  institutions  are  not  eligible  for  Life  membership. 

Editor  Mullins  report  was  read  by  Stayer.  Mullin  will  retire  from  his  position  as  Bulletin  Editor  with  the 
April  issue  of  1993. 

There  was  a  short  break  at  3:45  p.m. 

Advertising  Editor  and  Registrar  Nelson  sent  word  by  Stayer  that  she  is  working  hard  on  the  1989 
Check  List.  Stayer  distributed  copies  of  some  sample  pages  which  Nelson  had  mailed  to  her. 

Publication  Sales  Director  Lack  reported  that  sales  are  good.  Supplies  of  post  cards  and  RVP  Manuals 
are  low.  There  was  discussion  about  changes  in  the  latter,  but  no  action  was  needed  at  this  time.  Lack 
stated  that  his  AIS  typewriter  is  no  longer  in  use  and  is  in  storage;  he  would  like  permission  to  dispose  of  it. 
Mahan  moved,  Jones  seconded,  that  Lack  be  authorized  to  dispose  of  this  typewriter  in  any  way  he  sees 
fit.  The  motion  carried.  Lack  stated  also  that  the  cost  of  his  storage  rental  has  increased  $6.00  per  month; 
this  did  not  seem  to  Board  members  to  be  a  problem. 

Youth  Chairman  Morris  reported  on  the  Youth  Achievement  Award  Contest.  First  place  went  to 
Michael  McCarthy,  Lakewood,  Colorado,  Region  20.  In  second  was  Danny  Watson,  Milledgeville, 
Georgia,  Region  5,  and  in  third  place  was  Kurt  Latimer,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  Region  23.  Morris 
spoke  also  of  the  increased  cost  of  trophies  and  of  the  urgent  need  for  a  Youth  Chairman  in  every  region. 

Affiliates  Chairman  Niswonger  thanked  all  the  RVPs  for  their  work  with  the  Affiliates.  He  stated  that 
the  previous  report  showed  that  there  were  154  affiliates;  the  number  is  now  151.  Lists,  by  region,  of 
affiliates  approved  for  1992  were  distributed,  and  Niswonger  outlined  some  of  the  details  of  the  Affiliates 
Program  and  problems  encountered.  Region  18  has  the  largest  number,  17;  Region  14  is  next  with  15; 
and  Region  22  is  in  third  place  with  13. 

Waite  reported  as  Interim  Awards  Committee  Chairman  that  841  Awards  Ballots  had  been  mailed  to 
accredited  judges  in  the  United  States,  Canada  and  overseas,  and  85  Ballots  had  been  sent  to  the  Judges 
Training  Chairman  for  Apprentice  Judges.  Printing  costs  were  $399,  and  the  cost  for  postage  was 
$256.70.  The  1993  Symposium  Ballot  copy  has  been  completed  and  forwarded  to  Editor  Mullin  for 
inclusion  in  the  July  AIS  Bulletin. 

Exhibitions  Committee  Chairman  Gristwood  apologized  for  errors  found  in  her  last  report,  saying  that 
her  illness  cut  short  the  time  available  to  prepare  the  report.  There  have  been  182  show  schedules 
approved  this  year,  two  of  them  new  ones,  and  a  Canadian  show.  Gristwood  asked  that  show  chairmen 
always  include  in  the  schedule  the  names  of  the  city  where  the  show  is  being  held,  not  just  the  name  of  a 
shopping  mall,  and  she  mentioned  several  problems  regarding  show  supplies. 

Historical  Committee  Chairman  Harder  reported  that  the  City  of  Ponca,  Nebraska,  has  asked  the  AIS 
to  find  other  storage  space  for  its  historical  material  and  records.  Lengthy  discussion  followed,  and 
Harder  was  asked  to  look  for  temporary  space  until  the  Board  decides  on  a  final  solution.  In  discussion  it 
was  established  that  the  historical  materials  stored  in  Ponca  are  the  AIS  Archives  and  that  the  books  and 
publications  stored  by  Publication  Sales  Director  Lack  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  are  the  AIS  Library.  Harder 
distributed  copies  of  inventory  received  in  the  years  1991  and  1992.  He  asked  members  to  send  him 
catalogs,  articles,  books,  newsletters,  etc.,  etc.,  and  he  stressed  the  importance  of  getting  these  materials 
into  one  place  so  that  they  will  not  be  lost. 

Judges  Training  Chairman  Crick  gave  a  short  interim  report  listing  deceased  judges  and  non¬ 
renewals. 

The  meeting  was  recessed  at  5: 15  p.m.  and  reconvened  at  8:45  a.m.  the  following  day,  April  29, 1992. 

President  Waite  opened  the  session  with  two  announcements.  First,  he  had  been  informed  that  there 
will  be  an  article  in  Life  Magazine,  in  May  or  June,  on  Presby  Memorial  Iris  Gardens.  Second,  the  British 
Iris  Society  will  celebrate  its  70th  anniversary  with  an  iris  convention,  May  23-27,  at  Cannington, 
Bridgewater,  in  Somerset.  Waite  has  sent  a  letter  of  congratulations  to  the  society,  and  he  asked  Stahly 
and  Niswonger,  who  will  be  attending  the  convention,  to  represent  the  AIS.  Niswonger  will  be  speaking 
at  the  convention. 

Membership  Contest  Chairman  Mahan  stated  that  information  about  the  contest  had  been  printed  in 
the  Bulletin,  and  that  to  date  he  was  received  very  few  entries.  He  commented  that  he  is  suggesting  the 
conversion  of  annual  membership  to  triennial  and  also  encouraging  conversion  to  Life  membership; 
these  conversions  give  points  in  the  contest,  but  they  are  also  beneficial  to  the  AIS,  and  they  make  the 
work  of  Membership  Secretary  Harlow  and  Treasurer  Corlew  easier.  Mahan  said  that  he  would 
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appreciate  it  if  Board  members  and  RVPs  would  push  these  conversions  in  their  areas. 

Policy  Chairman  Barr  distributed  copies  of  all  action  taken  at  the  fall  Board  meeting  and  asked  that 
everyone  make  the  correction  which  had  been  made  to  the  minutes  of  that  meeting  the  day  before 
concerning  species  awards.  She  had  available,  also,  copies  of  all  action  from  Board  meetings  back  to 
November,  1988.  These  latter  copies  had  been  given  out  at  the  fall  meeting.  Barr  stated  that  she  had  had 
several  inquiries  during  the  last  six  months  and  had  been  able  to  provide  information  in  some  of  the 
instances. 

Public  Relations  Chairman  Rice-Waters  commended  Don  Peterson,  who  has  charge  of  the  A1S 
Display  Screen,  on  the  good  job  he  is  doing  in  caring  for  and  scheduling  the  screen.  She  spoke  of  the  new 
pictures  for  the  screen,  which  will  be  displayed  at  this  convention  as  soon  as  the  screen  arrives.  It  is  time 
for  new  post  cards,  and  Rice-Waters  said  that  she  would  welcome  suggestions  about  pictures  for  the  post 
cards.  She  reported  that  the  meeting  for  Sectional  and  Regional  Bulletin  Editors  held  the  evening  before, 
the  first  of  its  kind,  had  gone  very  well. 

Next  on  the  agenda  was  Registrations.  There  was  discussion  about  the  delay  in  the  publication  of  the 
1989  Check  List.  Witt  moved,  Jones  seconded,  that  there  be  a  notice  in  the  Bulletin  to  the  effect  that 
preparation  of  the  1989  Check  List  is  taking  longer  than  expected  because  of  the  difficulty  of  the 
conversion  to  computerized  records.  The  motion  carried 

Scholarship  Committee  Chairman  Witt  reported  that  there  had  been  16  applicants  this  year  out  of 
which  three  were  chosen  by  the  committee;  she  gave  the  names  of  the  three  and  information  about  them 
and  then  announced  that  Matthew  Hinsch,  who  is  a  Masters  candidate  in  plant  pathology  at  the 
University  of  California  at  Berkeley,  and  who  will  be  studying  molecular  mechanisms  of  plant-microbe 
interactions  to  understand  how  plants  defend  themselves  from  hostile  microbes,  using  Arabidopsis,  is 
the  student  recommended  by  the  committee.  Mahan  moved,  Corlew  seconded,  that  the  committee’s 
recommendation  be  approved.  The  motion  carried.  Other  members  of  the  committee  were  Elsiemae 
Nicholson,  Emma  Hobbs  and  James  Waddick. 

Witt  then  gave  a  report  on  last  year’s  scholarship  recipient,  Peter  Loos,  a  student  at  Stephen  F.  Austin 
University,  Nacogdoches,  Texas,  whose  garden  will  have  a  gala  garden  day  on  May  23.  Witt  commented 
that  none  of  the  research  subjects  of  the  candidates  had  to  do  with  irises;  it  is  her  feeling  that  the  funding  of 
the  Scholarship  Committee  should  be  in  basic  research  and  that  funding  for  iris  research  could  better 
come  from  the  AIS  Foundation.  It  was  the  consensus  that  this  was  the  practice  which  had  generally  been 
followed.  Discussion  followed  concerning  the  possible  affect  of  the  permanent  501(c)(3)  exemption  on 
the  relationship  between  the  AIS  Foundation  and  the  AIS  Scientific  Committee.  Corlew  moved  that  the 
AIS  President  and  the  Chairman  of  the  AIS  Foundation  Board  of  Trustees  discuss  the  relationship 
between  the  Foundation  and  the  AIS  Scientific  Committee  and  the  possibility  of  consolidating  opera¬ 
tions;  and,  if  they  consider  it  feasible,  that  a  committee  be  formed  to  study  the  specifics  and  make 
recommendations.  Rasmussen  seconded.  The  motion  carried. 

Dr.  Norlan  Henderson,  present  as  a  guest  at  the  Board  meeting,  spoke  briefly  about  his  follow-up 
study  on  the  work  begun  by  the  late  Homer  Metcalf. 

At  10:15  a.m.  Waite  called  for  a  brief  break. 

RVP  Counselor  Stahly  reported  on  the  meeting  of  the  Regional  Vice  Presidents  which  had  taken  place 
the  evening  before.  Concern  had  been  expressed  about  the  1989  Check  List  and  about  the  increasing 
cost  of  conventions.  The  RVPs  were  making  suggestions  for  a  possible  revision  of  the  RVP  Handbook 
and  would  try  to  get  together  a  list  for  Stahly  to  bring  to  the  fall  Board  meeting.  At  Stahly’s  suggestion 
and  on  the  assumption  that  by  the  time  of  the  fall  Board  meeting  the  By-laws  change  should  be  in  effect, 
the  RVPs  had  elected  T.  A.  Gilliam  to  be  a  voting  member  of  the  Board.  Bobbie  Shepard  and  Paul  Gossett 
were  elected  as  members  of  the  Personnel  Committee.  Bobbie  Shepard  was  elected  as  chairman  of  the 
RVPs  for  the  coming  year,  and  Joanne  King  was  elected  to  be  the  secretary. 

Scientific  Committee  Chairman  McEwen  stated  that  one  of  the  functions  of  the  Scientific  Committee 
is  to  answer  questions  but  that  there  had  been  no  questions  recently.  He  spoke  very  highly  of  Dr. 
Henderson’s  work  and  of  the  late  Homer  Metcalf.  There  had  been  two  letters  of  inquiry  concerning 
grants  from  the  Scientific  Committee.  McEwen  has  told  the  two  persons  to  send  applications  to  him, 
which  he  in  turn  will  send  to  Waite  or  Stayer  to  be  brought  to  the  Board. 

Convention  Liaison  Jones  stated  that  some  suggestions  and  comments  from  Atlanta  Convention 
Chairman  Robert  Terpening  made  at  the  meeting  of  convention  chairmen  the  evening  before  will  be 
incorporated  into  the  Convention  Guidelines.  Jones  spoke  of  the  problem  of  the  high  cost  of  conven¬ 
tions,  noting  that  inflation  is  with  us  and  that  each  convention  committee  will  have  to  deal  with  it  as  best 
as  they  can,  and  also  that  some  areas  are  more  expensive  than  others.  He  distributed  a  report  from  1993 
Fort  Worth  Convention  Chairman  Keith  Smith,  saying  that  hotel  costs  will  be  less  next  year.  Jones 
reported  briefly  on  plans  for  the  Portland  Convention  in  1994,  and  then  he  stated  that  there  is  still  no 
convention  site  scheduled  for  1997. 

Section  Liaison  Lineberger  reported  on  the  following  topics  discussed  at  the  meeting  of  Section 
Representatives  the  evening  before: 

1.  Determining  the  AIS  membership  status  of  Section  members  and  the  problems  involved. 
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2.  The  question  of  whether  each  Section  should  go  ahead  with  changes  in  its  By-laws  before  receiving 
recommendations  from  the  Board.  It  was  suggested  that  this  be  done  and  also  that  the  individual 
sections  become  incorporated. 

3.  Joseph  Mertzweiller  spoke  about  the  Louisiana  Iris  Society,  (a  section)  and  the  Society  for 
Louisiana  Irises  (an  independent  group)  and  their  endeavours  to  merge,  possibly  as  a  cooperating 
society  like  the  Aril  Society  International. 

4.  The  Median  Society  has  published  a  check  list,  following  a  good  response  from  its  recent  appeal  for 
funds. 

5.  The  question  of  whether  votes  on  the  Symposium  Ballot  from  Affiliates,  or  from  libraries  or  other 
institutions  which  receive  a  ballot  with  the  AIS  Bulletin,  are  eligible  to  be  counted.  After  discussion, 
Mahan  moved,  Stahly  seconded,  that  Symposium  Ballots  not  from  individuals  not  be  counted.  The 
motion  carried. 

6.  On  scheduling  meetings  at  conventions,  it  was  suggested  that  no  general  membership  meetings  of 
sections  be  scheduled  on  the  first  day  of  convention  and  also  that  some  groups  need  more  than  one 
hour  for  their  meetings.  It  was  generally  conceded  that  the  Washington,  D.C.,  convention  was  the 
model  to  follow  in  the  matter  of  scheduling  the  meetings. 

Elected  as  Section  Representative  to  the  Personnel  Committee  was  James  Fry.  Lineberger  will  send 
lists  of  changes  of  offices  to  Secretary  Stayer. 

Stahly,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  Study  RVP  Voting  Rights  and  of  the  Committee  to  Study  By¬ 
laws  Changes,  explained  again  that  the  AIS  By-laws  could  not  be  amended  by  votes  taken  at  the  fall 
Board  meeting,  as  notice  of  the  proposed  changes  had  not  been  included  with  the  notice  of  that  meeting. 
He  moved  that  at  this  time  the  By-laws  changes  approved  at  the  fall  meeting  be  approved  again. 
Niswonger  seconded.  The  motion  carried. 

Lineberger  moved,  Mahan  seconded,  that  the  Secretary  and  the  President  decide  upon  the  most 
economical  and  efficient  method  of  submitting  the  ballots  to  the  membership.  The  motion  carried. 
Stahly  moved,  Mahan  seconded,  that  this  be  implemented  in  accordance  with  the  By-laws  or,  if 
unspecified  by  the  By-laws,  at  the  direction  of  the  President.  The  motion  carried. 

Seventy-fifth  Anniversary  Committee  Chairman  Rasmussen  discussed  ideas  for  the  anniversary 
celebration  at  Hershey,  Pennsylvania,  in  1995.  At  the  idea  stage  are  a  special  poster  and  a  medal  similar 
to  the  50th  anniversary  medal.  There  will  be  a  special  issue  of  the  Bulletin  with  Terry  Aitken  as  editor. 
Rasmussen  asked  for  other  ideas.  The  committee  will  make  specific  recommendations  at  the  fall  Board 
meeting. 

Waite  called  on  Mahan,  as  president  of  the  Historic  Iris  Preservation  Society,  to  discuss  HIPS’  concern 
for  a  permanent  library  for  the  AIS.  This  subject  had  been  discussed  briefly  at  the  fall  Board  meeting. 
Mahan  described  the  idea  which  had  grown  in  HIPS  to  the  point  where,  without  solicitation,  money  had 
been  donated  to  HIPS  for  a  library;  such  funds  are  being  held  in  a  special  account.  Mahan  had  appointed 
Mike  Lowe  to  chair  a  committee  within  HIPS  to  pursue  the  idea  and  come  up  with  a  proposal,  which 
Lowe  presented  to  the  Board  at  this  time.  The  HIPS  Board  had  modified  this  proposal  the  evening 
before  and  made  a  list  of  recommendations.  Following  these  recommendations,  Mahan  moved  that: 

1.  The  President  of  the  AIS  appoint  a  Library  Endowment  Fund  Committee  consisting  of  the  current 
members  of  the  HIPS  Board  of  Directors,  such  appointments  to  be  for  a  two-year  period. 

2.  Further,  that  the  committee  be  empowered  to  establish  as  AIS  Library  Endowment  Fund  and  to 
incur  reasonable  costs  incidental  thereto. 

3.  Further,  that  the  committee  be  authorized  to  use  the  AIS  Bulletin  to  solicit  proposals  from  AIS 
Regions  and/or  Affiliates  for  the  location  of  a  permanent  AIS  Library  building,  and  that  the  criteria 
for  selection  of  the  best  proposal  be  published  with  the  solicitation. 

4.  Further,  that  the  committee  be  empowered  to  select  the  permanent  AIS  Library  site,  subject  to  final 
approval  by  the  AIS  Board. 

5.  Further,  that  the  Board  empower  Larry  Harder  to  offer  officials  of  Ponca,  Nebraska,  the  sum  of 
$2,500  to  permit  the  AIS  archives  to  remain  in  the  Ponca  Library  basement  one  year  more,  with  the 
understanding  that  a  diligent  and  good  faith  effort  will  be  made  by  the  AIS  to  move  the  AIS  archives 
as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  AIS  Board  meeting  in  the  spring  of  1993. 

Niswonger  seconded  the  motion. 

Waite  called  for  a  lunch  break  until  1:30  p.rn.,  and  the  motion  was  tabled  until  that  time. 

Resuming  discussion  after  lunch,  Mahan  stated  that  any  rules  set  up  must  be  approved  by  the  AIS 
Board.  Niswonger  moved  that  the  motion  be  amended  to  add  at  the  end  of  recommendation  #2,  “not  to 
exceed  $1,000.  ”  Mahan  seconded.  The  amendment  was  approved.  In  further  discussion,  the  question 
of  the  control  of  funds  was  raised.  Mahan  moved  that  the  motion  be  further  amended  by  adding 
recommendation  #6,  “Further,  that  no  monies  collected  into  the  AIS  Library  Endowment  Fund  or 
interest  accruing  therefrom  may  be  expended  until  such  time  as  the  AIS  Board  authorizes  such 
expenditures.  ”  Niswonger  seconded.  The  amendment  was  approved.  The  question  was  called  and  the 
amended  motion  was  passed.  It  was  stated  that  donations  for  the  AIS  Library  Endowment  Fund  should 
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come  to  Secretary  Stayer  and  also  that  Stayer  will  consult  with  Attorney  Glenn  Spain  about  the 
establishment  of  the  A1S  Library  Endowment  Fund. 

Members  of  the  HIPS  Board  of  Directors  to  be  named  to  the  Library  Endowment  Fund  Committee  are 
Mahan,  Larry  Doucette,  Joan  Verwilst,  Verona  Wiekhorst,  Dr.  Arthur  Tucker,  Dave  Silverberg,  Cameron 
Hall,  Doug  Goodnight,  Scott  Kunst  and  Riley  Probst. 

Concerning  the  printing  of  the  AIS  Bulletin,  Stayer  stated  that  she  had,  after  conferring  with  President 
Waite,  delayed  informing  Williams  Printing  Company  of  the  approval  of  their  contract  at  the  fall  Board 
meeting  because  of  a  change  in  personnel  at  Williams  and  other  things.  She  stated  also  that  the 
“contract”  was  in  fact  a  quotation  and  did  not  actually  require  approval.  At  this  time  Stayer  introduced 
Bob  Johnson  and  Betty  Crouch  of  Johnson  Graphics,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  who  made  a  presentation  to 
the  Board  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  the  Bulletin  account.  Betty  Crouch,  now  a  vice  president  at  Johnson 
Graphics,  was  for  many  years  the  AIS’  account  representative  at  Williams  Printing  Co.  After  the 
presentation  and  the  discussion  following,  Stahly  moved,  Corlew  seconded,  that  the  Board  make  the 
change  from  Williams  Printing  Co.  to  Johnson  Graphics,  beginning  with  the  July  issue.  The  motion  was 
approved. 

There  was  a  short  break  at  3:15  p.m. 

Secretary  Stayer  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Smith  from  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  regarding  a 
project  using  articles  photocopied  from  AIS  Bulletins.  There  was  a  discussion,  but  no  action  was  taken. 

Stayer  called  attention  to  the  need  for  a  reprint  of  Basic  Iris  Culture,  noting  that  a  new  awards  chart  is 
needed  and  that  the  type  is  not  clear  after  recopying  the  booklet  so  many  times.  It  was  felt  that  original 
copies  could  be  obtained,  and  Corlew  offered  to  make  a  new  chart.  He  moved  that  Stayer  be  authorized 
to  get  a  reprint  of  20,000  copies  of  Basic  Iris  Culture  as  soon  as  the  new  chart  is  ready  and  the  necessary 
originals  can  be  obtained.  Stahly  seconded.  The  motion  carried. 

The  Awards  Committee  was  instructed  to  bring  a  proposal  to  the  fall  Board  meeting  on  the  details  of 
implementation  of  the  revised  awards  system. 

Chairman  Anne  Lowe  reported  for  the  1992  Personnel  Committee,  composed  of  Board  represen¬ 
tatives  Gristwood  and  Jones,  RVPs  Jim  Keefe  and  David  Miller,  and  herself  as  Section  representative. 
The  committee  recommended  the  following  candidates  for  terms  expiring  in  1995:  incumbents 
Niswonger  and  Rice-Waters,  and  James  Fry,  Larry  Harder,  Sterling  Innerst  and  Melody  Wilhoit.  Waite 
called  for  adjournment  to  executive  session  to  consider  the  nominations.  Following  the  closed  session, 
Waite  announced  that  the  nominees  are  Niswonger,  Rice-Waters,  Larry  Harder  and  Melody  Wilhoit,  and 
he  expressed  thanks  to  the  committee. 

Waite  explained  the  tradition  of  naming  the  President-elect  at  the  spring  meeting  in  the  last  year  of  the 
term  of  the  current  president.  This  is  done  in  order  to  facilitate  a  smooth  transition  at  the  November 
meeting  and  to  allow  the  new  president  to  appoint  committee  chairmen  before  taking  office  in 
November. 

Waite  then  called  for  nominations  for  the  office  of  President.  Stayer  nominated  Barr.  Jones  seconded. 
Corlew  moved  that  the  nominations  cease  and  the  secretary  cast  a  unanimous  ballot.  Rice-Waters 
seconded,  and  Barr  was  named  President-elect. 

Waite  appointed  Crick  and  Niswonger  as  Board  representatives  to  the  Personnel  Committee.  Barr 
moved  that  the  appointments  be  approved.  Stayer  seconded.  The  motion  carried. 

Waite  introduced  Jeanne  Clay  Plank,  of  Region  15,  and  appointed  her  as  the  new  recording  secretary. 
Corlew  moved  that  the  appointment  be  approved.  Jones  seconded.  The  motion  carried. 

It  was  announced  that  the  fall  Board  meeting  will  be  held  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  October  30,  31, 
and  November  1. 

Waite  expressed  the  thanks  of  the  Board  to  the  Atlanta  Convention  Committee  and  to  Region  5  for  the 
excellent  facilities  and  for  all  the  arrangements. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  5:15  p.m. 

Claire  Barr,  Recording  Secretary 
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How  To  Register  and  Introduce  an  Iris 


These  instructions  apply  to  the  registration  of  all  classes  of  irises  except  bulbous  irises. 

REGISTRATION 

1.  Write  to  the  AIS  Registrar  Kay  Nelson,  RO.  Box  37613,  Omaha,  Nebraska  68137,  for  a 
registration  blank,  enclosing  a  check  for  the  registration  fee  payable  to  the  American  Iris 
Society.  Registration  fee  is  $7.50  for  each  iris;  for  each  transfer  of  a  name  from  one  iris  to 
another  the  fee  is  $10.00. 

2.  Select  a  name  that  has  not  been  previously  registered,  which  may  be  submitted  for 
approval  when  you  write  for  the  registration  blank.  You  will  save  time  for  yourself  and  for 
the  Registrar  if  you  will  first  look  in  the  AIS  Check  Lists  and  the  annual  reports  of  the 
Registrar  since  1979  to  see  if  the  name  you  have  chosen  has  been  registered  previously. 
Please  also  suggest  an  alternate  name.  The  Registrar  will  hold  an  approved  name  for  a 
short  time  to  enable  you  to  complete  the  blank  and  send  it  back  to  her,  but  a  name  is  not 
registered  until  the  registration  blank  is  filed  and  approved  by  the  Registrar.  A  registration 
certificate  then  will  be  sent  to  you. 

3.  Names  should  follow  the  rules  established  by  the  International  Horticultural  Code,  and 
the  following  names  shall  not  be  admissible: 

a.  Names  of  living  persons  without  the  written  permission  of  that  person. 

b.  Names  of  persons  including  forms  of  address  (that  is,  JANE  DOE,  not  MRS.  JANE 
DOE). 

c.  Names  including  numerals  or  symbols. 

d.  Names  beginning  with  the  article  “a”  and  “the”  or  their  equivalent  in  other 
languages  unless  required  by  linguistic  custom. 

e.  Abbreviations  unless  required  by  linguistic  custom. 

f.  Latin  names  or  Latinized  forms.  However,  the  AIS  custom  of  using  part  of  the  Latin 
names  of  a  species,  namely  the  specific  epithet,  as  part  of  the  cultivar  name  when 
this  seems  appropriate  (e.g.  SUSIMAC,  from  /.  susiana  X  IB-MAC),  shall  be 
continued. 

g.  Use  of  trademark  or  copyrighted  names  unless  previously  in  common  use. 

h.  A  slight  variation  of  a  previously  registered  name. 

i.  Names  containing  more  than  three  words. 

j.  Names  that  exaggerate  or  may  become  inaccurate  (e.g.  HEAVIEST  LACE,  TALL¬ 
EST  BLACK).  * 

4.  Previously  registered  names  may  be  re-used  provided  (a)  the  original  registration  has  not 
been  introduced  or  distributed  by  name,  (b)  does  not  appear  by  name  in  later  parentage 
registrations,  and  (c)  the  new  registrant  furnishes  the  Registrar  with  written  statement  of 
permission  from  the  previous  registrant. 

5.  Names  will  not  be  released  as  obsolete  unless  there  is  proof  that  no  stock  now  exists  and 
that  the  iris  was  never  used  as  a  parent. 

INTRODUCTIONS 

An  introduction  is  an  offering  for  sale  to  the  public.  Catalogs,  printed  lists,  and  advertise¬ 
ments  in  the  American  Iris  Society  Bulletin  are  acceptable  mediums  of  introduction.  It  is  a 
requisite  for  the  awards  of  the  Society  above  that  of  High  Commendation.  An  iris  is  not 
eligible  for  these  awards  until  two  years  after  its  introduction  has  been  recorded  with  the 
Registrar.  Send  Ms.  Nelson  a  copy  of  the  catalog,  list  or  advertisement  and  she  will 
acknowledge  the  fact  that  the  introduction  has  been  recorded.  (For  irises  introduced  in  the 
AIS  BULLETIN,  notify  her  of  the  BULLETIN  number  and  page  on  which  the  introductory 
advertisement  appears. ) 
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FROM  THE  EDITOR’S  DESK 

Big  changes  have  taken  place  in  my  life  in  the  past  few  weeks.  After  31  years  of  teaching,  I 
decided  that  I  would  retire  from  that  line  of  work.  So  far,  it  just  seems  like  the  normal 
summer  vacation  that  has  always  started  at  this  time  of  year.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  I 
feel  when  school  starts  again  in  the  fall.  For  forty-seven  of  my  fifty- two  years,  I’ve  started 
school,  so  things  will  be  really  different. 

AIS  policy  sets  guidelines  on  the  types  of  articles  which  can  be  printed  in  the  Bulletin. 
Poetry  and  articles  which  use  the  names  of  irises  in  a  fictional  story  are  prohibited.  We  have 
no  literary  critics  to  determine  if  a  poem  is  good  or  not  so  good,  and  it  is  felt  that  the  pages  of 
the  Bulletin  can  be  better  used.  Obituaries  are  printed  for  those  people  who  have  served  in 
some  national  capacity,  including  RVP,  and  for  those  hybridizers  whose  introductions  have 
earned  an  AM  or  its  equivalent.  It  is  not  possible  to  write  about  every  deceased  member, 
regardless  of  how  special  they  may  have  been  to  us. 

Show  chairmen  should  be  sure  that  reports  from  shows  are  mailed  to  the  Exhibitions 
Chairman  in  a  timely  manner.  Of  equal  importance  is  the  neatness  and  accuracy  of  those 
reports.  Imagine  the  difficult  task  of  trying  to  decipher  all  those  reports  when  they  are  not 
neatly  written.  Some  of  the  major  problems  encountered  are  incorrect  spellings  of  names, 
improper  listing  of  seedling  numbers,  and  omission  of  vital  information  regarding  the  show. 
Please  be  sure  that  information  is  reported  correctly.  Not  a  year  goes  by  that  someone 
doesn’t  write  a  letter  of  complaint  about  the  spelling  of  their  name,  the  incorrect  listing  of 
their  seedling  number,  or  about  something  else  over  which  the  chairman  and  the  editor 
have  no  control.  We  have  no  way  of  knowing  what  the  seedling  number  was,  and  we  usually 
don’t  have  any  idea  about  the  spelling  of  the  name  unless  it  happens  to  be  someone  we 
know.  Make  those  reports  accurate  and  timely! 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  you  notify  the  Membership  Secretary  when  you  are 
moving.  It  costs  AIS  money  every  time  a  Bulletin  is  returned  because  of  improper  address. 
With  the  constant  changes  made  by  the  post  office,  it  is  also  necessary  to  notify  AIS  when 
you  have  a  new  address,  regardless  of  whether  you  moved  or  not. 

The  annual  symposium  ballot  is  enclosed  with  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin.  Please  remember 
to  vote  for  your  favorites  and  mail  the  ballot  to  your  RVP  on  time.  The  addresses  for  all  the 
RVPs  is  listed  in  the  back  of  the  Bulletin  each  time.  Do  not  mail  the  ballot  to  anyone  else. 
Have  your  say  in  what  makes  the  list  of  the  favorite  irises  available. 

Although  this  will  appear  too  late  to  have  any  effect  on  the  1991  balloting,  it  never  hurts  to 
remind  the  judges  that  it  is  important  to  mail  the  Official  Ballot  on  time.  It  is  amazing  how 
many  judges  wait  until  the  last  minute  to  cast  a  ballot  each  year.  This  makes  the  work  of  the 
Awards  Chairman  more  difficult,  and  it  puts  extreme  pressure  on  the  editor  as  he  tries  to  get 
the  October  Bulletin  copy  ready  during  July.  Those  deadlines  have  to  be  met.  However,  the 
most  important  thing  is  not  how  much  pressure  is  put  on  the  editor  or  the  Awards  Chairman,^ 
the  important  thing  is  that  the  judge  votes  and  votes  in  time  to  be  sure  his  or  her  ballot  does 
not  arrive  after  the  deadline.  And,  just  like  with  the  exhibitions  report,  it  is  imperative  that 
neatness  and  accuracy  are  used. 

As  always,  articles  for  the  Bulletin  are  needed.  This  was  a  great  bloom  season  in 
Oklahoma,  and  that  surely  was  the  case  in  some  other  states  too.  Why  not  write  an  article 
about  your  favorites  and  send  it  along  for  publication.  Just  describe  the  iris  the  way  you  saw 
it,  and  tell  how  it  performed  or  why  you  particularly  liked  it.  Did  you  have  a  program  that 
was  a  big  success?  If  so,  why  not  share  the  information  with  us.  Rosalie  Figge  of  Maryland 
enjoyed  a  program  presented  at  her  club  meeting,  and  she  contacted  the  editor  about  it.  As 
a  result,  the  person  who  presented  the  program  has  consented  to  write  an  article  about  the 
subject  in  a  future  Bulletin.  Articles  need  not  be  lengthy  to  be  good.  Had  one  article  that  was 
one  page  long  been  available,  I  would  have  been  saved  from  having  to  provide  something 
to  fill  this  one  page. 

Many  of  the  sections  now  have  mini-conventions.  Articles  about  those  conventions  are 
always  welcome.  Any  time  that  a  group  of  people  join  together  to  visit  iris  gardens,  there 
must  be  at  least  some  items  that  would  be  newsworthy  and  useful  for  the  Bulletin.  You  need 
not  be  a  great  writer  to  do  an  article. 
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ACME  IRIS  GARDENS 

Irises  by  George 
P.O.  Box  431 
Carson  City,  Ml  48811 

Descriptive  price  list  available 
after  April  15  for  $2.00 

ADAMGROVE 

Irises  •  Daylilies  •  Peonies 

Medians,  Dwarfs,  Tails 
Species 

In  1992,  Introducing 
Dwarfs  &  Medians  for 
Boswell,  Sindt, 
Hager,  &  Albers 

Catalogue  $2.00;  Refundable 
Color  And  B&W  Illustrations 


Aitken's 
Salmon  Creek 
Garden 

608  NW 1 1 9  St.,  Vancouver,  WA.  98685 
Display  Garden  Open  to  Visitors 

(10  Miles  North  of  Portland) 

MDB,  SDB,  IB,  BB,  MTB 
IB,  PCN,  JA,  SIB,  GUESTS 

Top  Quality  Irises  by  the 
World's  Leading  Hybridizers 

Send  $2.00  for  Color  Catalog 


DAMGROVE 

Rte.  1,  Box  246 
California,  MO  65018 


ANDERSON  IRIS 
GARDENS 

22179  Keather  Ave.,  N. 
Forest  Lake,  Minn.  55025 

Over  550  varieties  of  Northern 
grown  TB  irises  at  reasonable 
prices.  Also  60  varieties  of  fine 
peonies. 

Send  $1.00  or  stamps 
for  catalog 


AMBERWAY 

GARDENS 

5803  AMBERWAY  DR 
ST.  LOUIS  MO  63128 

1000  TB,  IB,  SDB,  BB,  MTB,  MDB 
450  REBLOOMING  VARIETIES 

CATALOG  $1 

DEDUCTIBLE  WITH  FIRST  ORDER 
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TTjE  HMIL  PHTCIj 

3843  Concord  Blvd. 
Concord  CA.  94519 

ffril  &  Krilhped 

Introductions  from 

‘Rich,  stager,  ‘Wood, 
‘BostueCC,  &  ‘Whitedy 

Catalog  $.75 

Babbette's  Gardens 

Specializing  in  TBs  and  Daylilies 

Send  $1  for  Catalog 

Please  make  checks 
payable  to: 

Babbette  Sarult 
PO.  Box  50001 
Palmdale,  CA 
9359/ -0018. 

Video  tape  of 
gardens  available 
for  $10  -  include, 
catalog  -  specify 
VHS  or  Beta. 

BAY  VIEW  GARDENS 


SPECIALIZING  IN 

LOUISIANA  IRIS 
CATALOG  ON  REQUEST! 
LARGE  SELECTION  OF  CULTIVARS 
QUANTITY  PRICES  AVAILABLE 

ED  AND  RUSTY  OSTHEIMER 
1831  Bull-Run 
Schriever,  LA  70395 
PHONE:  504-446-2329 


BROOK-PARK 
IRIS  GARDEN 

Ingeborg  Hempel 
6500  -  74V2  Ave.  North 
Brooklyn  Park,  MN  55428 


of  Joseph  J.  Ghio 

1201  Bay  St.,  Santa  Cruz,  Calif.  95060 


Featuring  MDB,  SDB,  IB,  MTB, 
BB  irises  and  more. 


Send  $1.50  for  catalog  listing  the 
finest  in  Tall,  Louisiana,  Pacifica 


Send  $1.00  for  catalog  refund¬ 
able  with  first  order. 


and  Spuria  irises. 

BROWN’S 

SUNNYHILL  GARDENS 

Opal  L.  Brown 

"YOUR  ASSURANCE  OF  QUALITY" 

FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 
MODERN  TALL  BEARDED  IRIS 

Catalog  on  request 
No  Color 

Route  3,  Box  102 
Milton-Freewater 
Oregon  97862 


Old  &  New 
Varieties 
GREAT  VALUES 

Send  $1  00  for  catalog 

BLUEBIRD  HAVEN 

ms  GARDEN 

6940  FAIRPLAY  ROAD  : 
SOMERSET,  CA  95684 
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GEORGE  C.  BUSH 

CLEAN  SHAVEN  IRIS  (beardless) 
Comprehensive  price  list  for  a  stamp 


VISITORS  ALWAYS  WELCOME 
1739  Memory  Lane  Extd. ,  York,  PA  17402 
Ph.  717/755-0557 


Iris 

Daylilies 
Hosta 
Peonies 
Perennials 

Busse  Gardens 

“The  Minnesota  Perennial  People  ” 
Rt.  2  -  Box  238 


Specializing  in  TBs,  BBs,  IB,  SDBs  and  Spurias. 

CAPE  IRIS  GARDENS 

822  Rodney  Vista  Blvd. 

Cape  Girardeau,  MO  63701 

Catalog  $1.00  —  Refundable 


Cokato,  Minnesota  553.2  1 

Catalog  $2.00  -  Deductible 


CAL  DIXIE 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Largest  selection  of  quality  afford¬ 
able  bearded  irises  (New  and  old)  in 
Southern  California. 

Herb  and  Sara  Hoik 

14115  Pear  St. 
Riverside,  CA  92508 

Catalog  on  request.  After  March  15, 
please  send  two  first  class  stamps. 


CALLOWAY’S  IRIS 

Route  #1,  Box  275 
Big  Spring,  KY  40106 


Dave  Niswonger,  Hybridizer  and  Grower 


COMANCHE  ACRES 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Route  1,  Box  258 
Gower,  NO  64454 

Quality  IB,  BB,  LA  and  Bulb 
type  irises  at  reasonable  prices. 

Introductions  by  Jim  Hedgecock, 
Henry  Rowlan  and  Hyram 
Ames. 


TB  irises  at  reasonable  prices 

Send  two first-class  stamps 
for  descriptive  price  list 

CHEHALEM  GARDENS 

Tom  and  Ellen  Abrego 
P.  O  Box  693  Newberg,  OR  97132 

SIBERIAN  AND  SPURIA  IRIS 

Descriptive  price  list 
available  upon  request 


Beautiful  New 
Color  Catalog  $3.00 


CONTEMPORARY  GARDENS 

of  Perry  Dyer 

Box  534  Blanchard,  OK  73010 

A  diversified  collection  of  tall  beardeds, 
medians,  Louisianas  and  daylilies.  1992 
price  list  available  in  March.  Please  send  2 
first-class  stamps  with  your  request. 
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Sl*  CoOLEY'S 

G  A  R  PENS 


11553  Silverton  Rd.,  N.E. 

P.O.  Box  126 

SILVERTON,  OREGON  97381 

FEATURING 
THE  FINEST  OF 
TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 
QUALITY  RHIZOMES 

Incomparable  Iris  catalog  in  color 

Free  with  your  first  order 
of  the  season 

and  to  our  recent  customers 
or 

Send  $3.00  for  the  catalog, 
then  deduct  it  from 
your  first  catalog  order. 


COTTAGE  CARDENS 

Featuring  introductions  of 
Bob  Brown,  Jim  Begley,  Larry 
Lauer,  Joanne  Loop,  Jim  McWhirter, 
Virginia  Messick  and  Vernon  Wood. 

Please  send  for  Free  Catalog 
of  Tall  Bearded  and  Median  Irises. 

11314  Randolph  Road 
Wilton,  CA  95693 
916/687-6134 


IRIS  and  COLLECTIBLES 

Jim  and  Vicki  Craig 

16325  S.W.  113  Ave..  Tigard,  OR  97224 
T  iraploids 
MTB — IB — BB — TB 
Send  firs!  class  stamp  for 
descriptive  price  list 


C.  CstiscolA 

I  mis  GarcIen 

Rt.  2,  Box  183 
Walla  Walla,  WA  99362 
(509)  525-4841 
TB,  SDB,  IB,  BB 

Send  two  stamps  for  price  list 


D.  and).  GARDENS 

7872  Howell  Prairie  Road,  N.E. 
Silverton,  OR  97381 

Introductions  of  Joyce 
and  Duane  Neek 

See  our  ad  in  the  April  Bulletin 
Send  two  stamps  for  catalog 

DAVID  IRIS  FARM 

Rt.  1,  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa  50501 

Northern  Grown  Iris 

Newer  &  older  varieties — reasonable  prices 
TB— BB— IB— SDB— MTB— MDB 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  list 
SDB  Specials 


IBtatu’s 

Iris  Garden 

547  North  Ashland,  Mesa  AZ 
Newer  and  older 
tall  bearded  varieties 
at  reasonable  prices 

Send  first  class  stamp  for 
descriptive  price  list 
to: 

PO  Box  5267,  Mesa  AZ  85201 


—  PINK  TAFFETA— 

Beautiful:  Fine  Photo  Reproduction 
with  warm  soft  colors  and  deep  mellow  hues 
1 6"  x  20"  $100.00 

finely  detailed  original  oil  painting  photo 

PLEASE  ORDER  FROM  THIS  AD 
Dorothea’s  Studio 
5877  N.  Harlem 
Chicago,  Illinois  60631 
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Eight  Mile  ^ 
Grove  Gardens' 

Specializing  in  TB  Iris 
8c  Daylilies 
Introductions  of 
Tim  Stanek 

$1.00  for  list  (refundable  w/order) 

P.O.  Box  7225 
Omaha,  NE  68107 


ENCHANTED  IRIS  GARDEN 

715  Central  Canyon 
Nampa,  Idaho  83651 
Newer  TBs— reasonable  prices 

Send  $1.00  postage  for  catalog 


ENSATA 

GARDENS 


Specialists  in  Japanese  Iris.  Catalog  of 
descriptions  with  culture  page  $2.00. 

9823  E.  Michigan  Ave. 
Galesburg,  Mich.  49053 


GARDEN  of  the 
ENCHANTED  RAINBOW 


REASONABLE  Prices 
Best  of  the  OLD. 

Many  NEW  ones. 
REBLOOMERS. 
Some  MEDIANS. 


PERENNIALS 

Extensive  list  of  top-quality  nursery 
propagated  northern  grown  perennials 
for  the  fine  and  unique  gardener. 


Featuring  exclusively 
McEwen  Siberian  Iris 


Informative  catalog  $1.50 


FIELDSTONE  GARDENS,  INC. 


Indication  of  excellent  garden  growers. 
Also  indication  of  a  reblooming  season 
for  reblooming  varieties. 

1992  Catalog  —  $1.00 

Jordan  A.  &  Bernice  M.  Miller 
Rt.  4  Box  439B,  Killen,  Alabama  35645 


COPY  DEADLINES 


January  issue  . Oct.  15 

April  issue  . Jan.  15 

July  issue . Apr.  15 


October  issue  . July  15 


620  Quaker  Lane  Vassalboro,  Me  04989-9713 


STOCK  REDUCTION 

of  1960  and  earlier  iris 

Many  Dykes 

-  $2.00  each  +  postage  - 

Send  SASE  for  List 

Appliqued  or  Painted  Iris 

Sweatshirts  ■  Rags  •  Tote  Bags  ■  Misc. 

Send  SASE  for  List 

FOXES’  IRIS  PATCH 

R.R.  5,  Box  382  Huron,  S.D.  57350 
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EVERGRE 

GARDEN  PLANT 

:en 

LABELS  I 

1.  Durable  Steel 
Markers 

2.  Tag 

Stakes.  pr'ir^ 

3.  Bloom- 
stalk 

Supports. 

•  Send  First 
Class  Stamp 
for  Brochure  to 


P,  O.  BOX  922 
CLOVEKDALE,  CA  95425 


FRIENDSHIP  GARDENS 

specializing  in 

REBLOOMING 

and 

TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 

Descriptive  Catalog  $1.00 
Deductible  from  First  Order 

Joan  and  Ken  Roberts 
2590  Wellworth  Way 
West  Friendship,  MD 
21794 


Introducing  .  . 


REPORT  ON 
IRIS  FRAGRANCES 

A  listing  of  fragrances  of  approximately 
2000  varieties  as  reported  by  60  members 
of  A.I.S.  Iris  Fragrance  Robins  during 
1975-1988.  Descriptions  are  from  A.I.S. 
Registration  Books. 

225  pages.  Xeroxed.  In  ring  binder. 
$55.00,  including  postage. 

Louise  Clay  Smith 
Fragrance  Iris  Gardens 
5013  Hickory  Signpost  Road 
Williamsburg,  Virginia  23185 
(804)  229-3314 


GARDENERS  SOURCE  GUIDE 

New  1992  Directory 

510  nursery  and  seed  mail  order  companies 
offering  FREE  catalogs.  Many  full  color!  Flowers, 
plants,  vegetables,  trees,  everything. 

$5.00 

P.O.  Box  206  AB  Gowanda,  NY  14070-0206. 


///'tree  >0a/x/cm  „  \or// 

(Oliver  House) 

featuring  Histories 

Mary  Friesen 

N3739  City  Hwy  K,  Granton,  WI  54436 

We  are  the  rebirth  of  GRACE  GAR¬ 
DENS  of  Baraboo,  WI.  Since  Charles 
<St  Frances  Schluter  retired,  daughter. 
Mary  Friesen  and  family  moved  the 
stock  north  to  Granton,  WI. 

In  addition  to  Histories  and  favorite 
oldies,  we  are  expanding  our  stock  of 
new  bearded  irises  and  daylilies.  We  will 
continue  to  feature  the  WEATHER 
RESISTANT  METAL  MARKERS 
advertised  in  this  Bulletin  over  the  past 
few  years. 

We  would  love  to  hear  from  any  of  Mom 
(St  Dad’s  past  customers.  We  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  same  fine  quality  plants 
and  service  they  provided. 

Send  first  class  stamp  for  price  list 
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Is  your  garden 

losing  its  identity?  ^ 

We  have  ~~  ^^31 

a  solution...  |  | 

Custom  printed  |i=gsg— 

iris  markers  If 

from  Garden  Fonts...  |  1 

...durable,  attractive,  1  1 

and  affordable!  I 

Do  yourself  jV  -^U  Stlcj 

(and jour  irises)  £^^*^ppel  jpgg 

a*  ILLIN!  IRES 

D.  STEVE  VARNER 
jFg  N.  State  St.  Rd. 

fgjj  Route  3,  Box  5 

MfW  Monticello,  IL  61856 

*  B  Phone  21 7-762-3446 

*  Hybridizer  and  Grower 

TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  and 

Siberian  Irises 

Tetraploid  Memerocallis 

Lilacs  and  Peonies  for  pickup  from 
nursery  only 

Please  send  $1 .00  for  descriptive 
price  list. 

send  for  jour 

free  sample  marker  J  1  l  ’ 

and  brochure  today!  1  If 

Garden  Fonts  1  If 

Box  54  RFD  1  I  If 

Bamstcad  NH  03218  J  J 

THE  IRIS  POMD 

TB  •  IB  •  MTB  •  SDB  •  Rebloomers 
Siberian  •  JA  •  Species 

Send  $1 .00  for  list 

CLARENCE  MAHAN 

731 1  Churchill  Rd.,  McLean,  VA  22101 

HILDENBRANDTS 

and 

PRAIRIE  PROMISE 

IRIS  GARDENS 

HC  84,  Box  4  —  Lexington,  NE  68850 

Catalog  for  two  first  class  stamps. 
Featuring  introductions  of  Mrs.  B.  Wolff 
and  listing  1,000  varieties  of  SDB,  IB, 

BB,  AB  and  TB  Irises. 

Also  Peonies  and  Hostas. 

J  &  L  IRIS 

2640  N.  Bluff  -  Wichita,  KS  67220 
Specializing  in  Miniature  and 

Standard  Dwarf  Bearded  Irises 
Catalogue  available  for  a 
stamped,  self-addressed  envelope 

Jim  Fry 

KAREN  S  IRIS 

Route  20,  Box  2305 
Springfield,  MO  65803 
Phone:  417/833-2916 

1500  varieties  of  newer  irises. 
Sold  locally  only.  If  you  are  in 
Missouri,  come  see  me. 

Hill  &  Hollow 
Gardens 

249  Coffee  Rd-Petersburg,  TN  37144 

A  selection  of  older  and  reblooming  irises 
-  Catalog  on  request  - 

IRIS  TEST  GARDENS 

Knee -Deep  in  June 

1010  Highland  Park  Drive 

708  N.  10th  St. 

College  Place,  WA  99324 

St.  Joseph,  MO  64501 

Mitch  Jameson  —  Reggie  Edelman 

Home  of  exotic  and  exclusive  double  rimmers. 

A  selection  of  fine  bearded  Iris 

Catalog  50<: 

Catalog  —  $1.00  —  Deductible 
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KEITH  KEPPEL 

P.O.  Box  8173 
Stockton,  CA  95208 


Specializing  in  the  newest 
tall  beardeds  and  medians 


1992 

Introductions  Of 
>  Joe  Gatty 

•  Keith  Keppel 

July  Shipment 


Send  $1.00,  Deductible 
from  First  Order,  for 
Catalogue  with  Pedigrees 


Iris  and  Daylily  Hybrids 

LAST  SCENT  FARM 

P.O.  Box  100 
Newcastle,  OK  73065 

Catalog  —  $1.00 

Chris  Vizvarie 

LAURIE  S  GARDEN 

Lorena  M.  Reid 


Little  Valley  Ranch 

9087  Steele  Canyon  Rd 
Napa,  CA  94558 

We  Specialize  in  quality 
TB  Irises  at  affordable  prices 
Send  for  FREE  catalog. 

Lone  Star 

IRIS  GARDENS 

Specializing  in  Louisiana  Irises 

Our  1992  Catalog,  one  of  the 
most  complete  and  comprehensive 
ever  offered,  lists  more  than  300 
Louisiana  Iris  hybrids  and  species. 

Our  offerings  range  from  classic, 
hard-to-find  cultivars  to  many  of  the 
most  recent  tetraploids  and  introduc¬ 
tions  from  Australia.  The  catalog  is 
$2.  Please  write  for  yours  today. 

J.  Farron  Campbell  •  Dennis  Vercher 
Proprietors 

5637  Saddleback  Road  •  Garland  TX  75043 


Japanese  and  Siberian  Irises 

Cal-Sibes,  Evansia,  Water  Irises, 
other  beardless  species  &  hybrids 
Domestic  only 

List  in  Spring  for  1st  class  stamp 

41886  McKenzie  Hwy. 
Springfield,  OR  97478 


P.O.  Box  19;  Boulder,  CO  80306 
Since  1905 

Iris  from  the  "Top  of  the  World 

Featuring  Iris  from;  Magee, 
Durrance,  Hoage,  Lyons, 
jorgensen,  and  others 
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Iris  Garden 

1412  Tungsten 
Truth  or  Consequences,  NM  87901 

650  Varities 

Featuring  MDB,  SDB,  IB, 
BB,MTB,  TB  &  Arilbred 
Send  500  &  SASE  for  Price  List  , 


MANCHESTER  GARDEN 

614  Nandale  Ln.  Manchester,  MO  63021 
Irises  •  Daylilies  •  Peonies 
Introductions  of  Ann  Probst 
Many  varieties-»-bearded  and  beardless 
Historic  to  recent  introductions 
Catalog  on  request 


LORRAINE'S 

$  r 

IRIS  PATCH 

v  W 

2026  Rd  11  N.W. 

Quincy,  WA  98848 

Dykes  and  many  older  Iris  at 

most  reasonable  prices. 

Price  list  on  recjuest 

Listing  the  newest  in  Tall  Bearded  and 
Median  irises  with  descriptions. 

“Hardy  irises  from  northern  Nebraska” 

MAPLE  TREE  GARDENS 


w, 


Larry  L.  Harder 
P.O.  Box  547 
Ponca,  Nebraska  68770 


Send  500  for  catalog 


LOUISIANA  NURSERY 

Ren,  Belle,  Albert  and  Dalton  Durio 

CHOICE 

LOUISIANA  IRISES 

TETRAPLOID  AND  DIPLOID 

Our  new  7  5 -page  Louisiana  Iris  and 
DaYlily  catalog  is  available  for  $3.00 
per  copy— deductible  from  your  first 
catalog  order.  It  describes  over  1000 
of  the  most  advanced  tetraploid  and 
diploid  daylilies  and  Louisiana  irises 
available  anywhere.  It  also  lists  over 
100  hard  to  find  bulbs  and  related 
plants.  Cultural  instructions  in¬ 
cluded. 

RT.  7  BOX  43 

OPELOUSAS,  LOUISIANA  70570 


M.  A.  D.  GARDEN 

Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  introductions  only 

4828  Jella  Way 
North  Highlands,  CA  95660 

See  our  ad  in  April  Bulletin 


Beautiful 

MARISUE  IRIS  GARDENS 

386  Dorothy  Drive 
Plainwell,  Ml  49080 
Ph.  616/685-1459 

Over  800  select  varieties  of  hardy  tall 
bearded  at  competitive  prices.  All 
stock  licensed  and  inspected  by 
Mich.  Dept  of  Agriculture. 

For  current  catalogue,  send  $1.00  for 
postage  and  handling. 

cTVIafyotVs 

QatHegs 

You  are  cordially  invited  to 
visit  our  one  acre  display 
garden  during  bloom  season. 
Call  for  information. 

1073  BIRD  AVE. 

SAN  JOSE,  CA  95125 
(408)  971-0444 
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The  Arilbred 
Specialists 

Catalog  $ 1.00 
Refunded  on  First  Order 


(f  m 


A 

\\ 


V 


'V 


McAllister's  Iris  Gardens 
P.O.  Box  112 
Fairacres,  NM  88033 


MILLAR  MOUNTAIN  NURSERY 

Specializing  in  beardless  Irises  and  Hostas 

Japanese,  Siberian  and  Species  Irises. 

5086  McLay  Road 
R.R.  3  Duncan,  B.C. 

Canada  V9L  2X1 


Catalogue  $2.00 


U.S.  cheques  accepted! 


MELROSE  GARDENS 

309  Best  Road  South 
Stockton,  CA  95215 

$1 .00  for  our  THIRD  ANNUAL 
FAREWELL  CATALOG  in  COLOR 
listing  only  our  TALL  BEARDED  and 
REBLOOMING  IRIS 
INTRODUCTIONS  for  1992  and 
three  previous  years.  See  our  ads  in 
the  January  and  April  Bulletins. 

Ben  R.  Hager  and  Sid  DuBose 


milter’s  fHanor 
(Barrens 


Roger  and  Lynda  Miller 

3167  E.  U.S.  224 
Ossian,  IN  46777 

MDBs,  Medians 
TBs,  Siberians 

Newest  irises  at  affordable  prices 

Send  stamp  for  catalog 


n 


COLOR 

CATALOG 

Medians  •  Tall  Bearded 
$2.00  on  request 
Foreign  ($4.00) 

Mid-America 
Gardens 

of  Paul  Black 


v 


HILL  ^ 


MOONSHINE  GARDENS 

TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 


Jack  &  Phyllis  Dickey 
(707)  433-8408 


California  Certified  Nursery 
5080  West  Soda  Rock  Ln. 
Healdsburg,  CA  95448 


3409  N.  Geraldine 
Oklahoma  City,  OK. 
73112 


NORTH  FORTY  PERENNIALS 

Jared  Harris 
3088  S.  Hwy.  89-91 
College  Ward,  Utah  84321 
Growing  and  cold-testing  TB  varieties  yearly. 
Open  to  public  during  bloom  season. 

List  $1.00  refunded  with  order 
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NEWBURN’S 
IRIS  GARDENS 

1415  Meadow  Dale  Drive 
Lincoln,  NE  68505 

Growing  over  1,000  varieties  of  tall 
bearded  irises. 

Some  new  and  many  older  irises  at  rea¬ 
sonable  prices. 

Price  List  on  Request 


NtCHOLLS  GARDENS 


OHIO  GARDENS 

102  Laramie  Road 
Marietta,  OH  45750 

Featuring  MTBs  of 
Mary  Louise  Dunderman 
and  W.  Terry  Varner 

Large  selection  of  MTBs 
Catalog  filled 
with  many  helpful  hints 

Send  $1.00  for  catalog 


PEDERSON'S  IRIS  PATCH 


Japanese 
Rebloomers 
Siberian-Species 
LA-Median-TB 
Also  Daylilies 

4724  Angus  Dr.,  Gainesville,  VA  22065 
Catalog  $1.00  refundable 


Sibley,  Dazey 
North  Dakota  58429 

Iris  Capitol 
of  North  Dakota 

Quality  Rhizomes 
at  Competitive  Prices 

Please  send  stamp  for  price  list 


cMoidk  TW  Qakdetis 

Mary  Ferguson 

P.O.  Box  595  Norfolk,  NE  68701 

Newer  TB  and  Median  Irises 

Iris  Wind  Chimes 
Iris  Clapper  for  your 
Chimes 

Iris  Windsocks,  hand 
painted,  personalized 
And  other  iris  items 

Send  52<t  stamp  for  price  list. 


COPY  DEADLINES 

January  issue  .....  Oct.  15 

April  issue  ........  Jan.  15 

July  issue  .........  Apr.  15 

October  issue  .....  July  15 


Growing  over  1,460  varieties. 
Specializing  in  TBs  of  recent 
introduction.  Cold  hardy  stock. 

Send  $2.00  for  descriptive  (non¬ 
color)  catalog.  (Deductible  from 
first  order). 

114  Miller  Circle 
Granite  Falls,  MN  56241 
Phone:  (612)  564-4406 
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PLEASURE  IRIS  GARDENS 
of 

Mrs.  Henry  (Luella)  Danielson 
425  East  Luna 

Chaparral,  New  Mexico  88021 

I  will  be  introducing  irises  for  the  late 
Henry  Danielson 

ARIL  and  ARILBRED  IRISES 
Since  1941 
See  our  ad  in  the 
January  Bulletin. 

Catalog  —  $1.00 


8195  Bradshaw  Road,  Sacramento,  CA  95829 
Phone:(916)689-7460 

TaHBeardedj^ 

Send  $2.00  for  color  catalog 
(Deductible  from  1st  order) 

Our  72  page  catalog  features 
a  color  photo  of  every  flower 
we  offer. 


flL 


IT  Portable  Quotes 


^cltlielelt  this  Cjaidens 


SINCE  1935 


Pacific  Coast  Native  and 
species  irises. 

First  class  stamp  for  Fisting. 

2087  Curtis  Drive 
Penngrove,  CA  94951 


RIALTO  GARDENS 

John  Weiler 
1146  W.  Rialto 
Fresno,  CA  93705 

DISTINCTIVE  WEILER  IRIS 
Our  Own  Tall  Bearded 
And  Reblooming  SDB 

& 

Full  Line  of  Rebloomers 
TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB 
List  on  Request 


RODERICK 

IRIS  &  DAYLILY  GARDEN 

Route  2.  Box  2199 
Farmington,  MO  63640 
Featuring  Roderick  and  Stevens  irises 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  price  list 
(Please  note  new  address) 


09515  HWY.  50,  MURDOCK,  NE  68407-2041 

Collection  of  all  Dykes  available 
Send  self-addressed  stamped 
for  price  list 


3629Quinaby  Road,  Salem,  Oregon  97303 


Fine  Irises  for  discerning  collectors. 

GROWERS  -  HYBRIDIZERS  ~ 
ORIGINATORS 

America’s  Finest  Iris  Catalog,  accurate 
color  illustrations,  a  treasure  trove  of 
information. 

$3.00  (Deductible  from  1st  order) 
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3342  W.  Orangewood 
Phoenix ,  AZ  85051 


SPANISH  FORK 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Darlene  Plnegar 
40  South  200  West 
Spanish  Fork,  Utah  84660 

Send  first-class  stamp  for  descriptive  list  of  TB, 
Median  and  Arilbred  irises.  U.S.A.  orders  only. 


SPRUCE  GARDENS 

RR  #2  Box  101 


BEARDEDLOUISIANASPURIA 

Featuring  introductions  of 
Don  Shepard 
Bernard  Hamner 
Floyd  Wickenkamp 
Charles  Jenkins 
Beverly  Dopke 

GUARANTEED  QUALITY— 1000  Choices 
Send  1st  class  stamp  for  catalog 


SINGING  HILLS  FARM 

7232  S.  Garrison  Ct. 


Wisner  NE  68791 
900+  choice  newer  tall  bearded  irises 
100+  Medians 


500  Tall 
Bearded 
Varieties 
200  Medians 

Descriptive 
Catalog  $1.00 


SUNSET 


Littleton,  Colorado  80123 

Beautiful  Iris  for  Distinctive  Homes 


IRIS  GARDEN 


Add  beautiful  iris  to  your  landscape 
Write  for  your  FREE  copy  of  our  1992 
Iris  catalog.  Catalog  will  be  mailed  after 
March  10th.  We  guarantee  all  our  plants 
to  grow. 


269  SUNSET  RD.  S.  W. 
ALBUQUERQUE,  NEW  MEXICO 
87105 

Sara  Doonan,  Master  Gardener 


SOLO 

IRIS  GARDENS 

PO.  Box  210 
Solo,  MO  65564 

Growers  of  Tall  Bearded  Irises 
(Outstanding  in  our  field) 
Large  selection 

FREE  CATALOG  ON  REQUEST 


9  S 

ilo'1 

Sreen 

Ohumber 
George  b  Margaret  Sutton 
16592  Road  208 
Porterville,  CA  93257 

Corolog  Si. 00,  refunded  with  order 
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Ttj, 

o*  *0 

c fj  XnXS  GARDENS 

2536  Old  Highway 
Cathey’s  Valley,  CA  95306 


“California-quality”  stock 
at  very  reasonable  prices 


TB’S  PLACE 

1513  Ernie  Lane 
Grand  Prairie,  TX  75052 

Texas  tails,  Texas  tough 
Rhizomes  you  would  he  proud  of ..  . 


DAYLILIES 

HOSTA 

IRIS: 

JAPANESE 

SIBERIAN 

SPURIA 


Most  bearded  classes  including 
rebloomers,  histories,  and 
arilbreds 

Send  two  first-class  stamps  for 
descriptive  catalog 


URANIUM 

COUNTRY  GARDENS 

728-1675  Road 
Delta,  CO  81416 


THISTLE  RIDGE 
GARDENS 
1707  E.  Vfode 
Indianapolis,  IN  46203 

Price  List  Available 
Please  send  two  1st  class  stamps 


TOWNS  END  GARDENS 

P.0.  Box  7865 
Roanoke,  VA  24019 
TB’s,  MDB's  and  Rebloomer's 
SASE  for  Price  List 


NEWEST  VARIETIES  AND 
CLASSICS  INCLUDING 
DYKES  MEDAL  WINNERS 

Reasonable  prices.  List  50<t 


PLANT  MARKERS 

A  unique  and  attractive  tag.  All 
metal  and  long  lasting.  Permanent 
and  economical. 


Bearded  &  Beardless 
Iris  Designs 

WEARABLE 
IRIS  ART 

Shirts,  Totes,  Transfers,  Etc. 
CLUB  NAME  OR  LOGO 
Special  designs  considered 


Perfect  for  Iris 

Send  self -addressed  stamped 
envelope  for  description,  price  list 
and  picture. 

F.  R.  CJNRCIH 

37  Oaknoll  Road 
Wilmington,  Delaware  19808 
(302)  944-2328 


SASE  for  INFO: 

Donna  Aldridge 
Aldridge  Studios 
7503  W.  54  Terr. 


Overland  Park  KS  66202 
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VAGABOND  GARDENS 

of 

Frank  J.  Foster 


YORK  HILL  FARM 


Tall  Bearded,  Medians 
and  Rebloomers 


New  Location 


Catalog  $1.00  -  Refunded  on  First  Order 

5916  Pleasantview  Lane 
Two  Rivers,  Wisconsin  54241 


THE  WILD 

MOUNTAIN  THYME 

486  Skiff  St- 
North  Haven,  CT  06473 


DISTINCTIVE  PERENNIALS 
(&>  QUALITY  IRISES 


Specializing  Ur. 

JAPANESE  &  SIBERIAN  IRISES. 
UNCOMMON  HOSTAS,  DAY! JOES 
and  HERITAGE  ROSES 


Descriptive 
Catalog 
$1.00 
Simply  the 
Best"  Cultivars 


271  N. HAVERHILL  RD. 
KENSINGTON,  N.  H.  03833 
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from  the  Desk 
of  the 
President 

Kenneth  Waite 


This  is  the  final  Presidential  Letter  from  this  desk.  The  policy  of  the  American 
Iris  Society  wisely  mandates  no  more  than  three  consecutive  years  in  the  office  of 
president  will  be  permitted.  At  the  Board  of  Directors  annual  fall  meeting  in 
Kansas  City,  it  will  be  my  privilege  to  pass  the  gavel  to  the  first  lady  President  of 
A!S,  Mrs.  Claire  Barr.  The  welfare  of  the  society  will  be  in  able  and  competent 
hands. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  new  1989  Check  List  will  soon  be  available. 
Much  progress  was  made  by  our  registrar  once  the  program  ‘bugs’  were  solved.  In 
the  meantime,  the  reprint  of  the  1939  Check  List  was  also  her  responsibility  as 
was  the  yearly  R&I.  An  abundance  of  registrations  were  recorded  prior  to  the 
increase  in  costs  of  registering  new  cultivars.  This  book  contains  many  more 
pages  than  former  ones. 

In  retrospect,  several  changes  have  been  initiated  during  the  past  three  years 
that  merit  mention.  Hopefully,  these  changes  enacted  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
will  prove  an  advantage  in  furthering  the  goals  of  AIS.  To  mention  a  few: 

a.  To  keep  with  inflation  and  maintain  a  balanced  budget  a  modest  dues 
increase  was  adopted.  It  assures  continued  services  to  members  at  the 
present  level. 

b.  The  501(c)(3)  status  was  advanced  from  temporary  to  permanent  due  to 
the  work  of  Attorney  Spain  and  Secretary  Stayer. 

c.  Master  judges  now  have  the  choice  of  Active  or  Retired  status.  Retired 
Judgeship  does  not  necessitate  the  fulfillment  of  requirements. 

d.  A  proposed  bylaw  change  will  allow  an  RVP  representative  to  have  board 
voting  privileges. 

e.  Extreme  changes  in  the  awards  system  were  approved  and  will  commence 
in  1993.  This  will  allow  more  varieties  to  be  voted  and  more  awards 
presented  in  some  categories  and  fewer  in  others.  New  categories  for 
Species  and  Tall  Bearded  irises  will  be  included. 

f.  Recently  a  new  printing  company  has  been  contracted  to  print  the  Bulletin. 
This  should  reduce  costs  of  tfre  publication. 

Many  other  important  policies  were  approved  but  are  too  numerous  to  specify 
in  this  summary. 
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It  is  not  possible  to  name  all  the  officers,  board  members,  committee  chairmen, 
committee  members,  and  AIS  members  who  have  given  so  much  of  their  time 
and  talents.  To  all  who  served  AIS  the  past  three  years  I  wish  to  express  sincere 
appreciation.  I  would  be  remiss  if  a  very  special  thank  you  was  not  given  to  one 
who  has  given  so  freely  her  expertise  and  more  hours  than  most  can  imagine, 
Jeane  Stayer.  She  has  lightened  the  burden  of  the  presidency  on  many  occasions 
with  her  willingness  to  assume  more  than  her  secretarial  duty  required. 

I  am  confident  that  President  Barr  will  receive  strong  support  and  cooperation 
from  each  of  you  as  she  strives  to  administer  to  the  betterment  of  The  American 
Iris  Society. 

Thank  you  for  allowing  me  the  opportunity  to  serve  as  AIS  President  and  to 
repay  in  part  for  the  pleasures  irises  and  AIS  have  given  me  through  the  years. 

TEXAS  ROUNDUP  IN  1993 

Fort  Worth — A  Rich  Legacy  of  Cowboys  and  Culture 


The  1993  AIS  convention  will  be  hosted  by  the  Fort  Worth  Iris  Society  and 
Region  17.  The  convention  hotel  is  the  Worthington  on  Main  Street  in  downtown 
Fort  Worth  next  to  the  renovated  turn-of-the-century  Sundance  Square  where 
Butch  Cassidy  and  the  Sundance  Kid  rested  between  jobs.  Its  quaint  brick  streets 
are  lined  with  charming  shops  and  restaurants  as  well  as  the  Sid  Richardson 
Collection — a  museum  with  more  than  100  Remington  and  Russell  master¬ 
pieces.  The  nearby  Caravan  of  Dreams  features  a  rooftop  bar  complete  with  an 
extraordinary  cactus  garden. 

Over  a  thousand  irises  are  planted  in  each  of  four  large  gardens  with  a  season 
difference  of  two  weeks.  There  will  be  other  smaller  gardens  to  see  both  as  extra 
tours  and  on  our  way  to  the  guest  gardens.  Extra  tours  will  also  be  available  to 
cover  the  Amon  Carter  Museum,  Kimbell  Art  Museum,  Modern  Art  Museum  of 
Fort  Worth,  as  well  as  The  Fort  Worth  Museum  of  Science  and  History  which  is 
home  to  one  of  the  world’s  largest  Omni  Theatres.  A  master  iris  garden  is  located 
in  Fort  Worth’s  exquisite  Botanic  Garden  just  next  door  to  the  Japanese  Garden. 
The  Botanic  Garden  Conservatory  includes  one  of  the  largest  collections  of 
tropical  plants  in  the  Southwest.  Ranger  Stadium,  Six  Flags  Over  Texas,  and 
Fossil  Rim  are  possibilities  close  at  hand  for  your  pleasure. 

Nowhere  else  but  Fort  Worth  can  you  find  an  area  as  authentic  as  the  Stock- 
yards  District.  During  decades  of  cattle  drives,  millions  of  longhorns  thundered 
through  here  on  their  way  up  the  Chisholm  Trail,  along  with  the  cowboys  who 
found  this  one  of  their  favorite  watering  holes.  Billy  Bob’s  Texas — the  world’s 
largest  honky-tonk  is  as  genuine  as  the  day  is  long  and  the  folks  as  friendly  as  can 
be. 

So  dig  out  your  cowboy  boots  and  hat,  brush  up  on  your  two  step  and  ya’ll  plan 
to  come  on  to  Texas  for  the  1993  convention — April  20-24.  More  detailed 
information  about  schedules  and  registration  in  the  next  AIS  Bulletin!  Got  a 
question?  Contact  Convention  Chairman  Keith  Smith  at  6008  Wonder  Drive, 
Fort  Worth,  Texas,  76133  or  817/292-5804. 

FORT  WORTH  .  .  .  WHERE  THE  WEST  BEGINS 
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1992  AIS  AWARDS 

DYKES  MEMORIAL  MEDAL 

DUSKY  CHALLENGER  TB  (SCHREINERS)  179  Votes 

runners-up 

EDITH  WOLFORD  TB  (B.  HAGER)  91  Votes 
BUMBLEBEE  DEELITE  MTB  (J.  &  G.  NORRICK)  31  Votes 


KNOWLTON  MEDAL  (BB) 

VOTES 

195  Batik  (A.  Ensminger) 

runners-up 

81  Music  Box  Dancer  (E.  Roderick) 
78  Chickasaw  Sue  (J.  Gibson) 

SASS  MEDAL  (IB) 

101  Hot  Fudge  (B.  Hager) 

runners-up 

81  Harlow  Gold  (P.  Black) 

81  Red  Zinger  (P.  Black) 

COOK-DOUGLAS  MEDAL  (SDB) 

111  Sun  Doll  (B.  Jones) 
runners-up 

70  Jewel  Baby  (E.  Hall) 

49  Little  Annie  (D.  Niswonger) 

CAPARNE-WELCH  (MDB) 

46  Chubby  Cherub  (T.  Aitken) 

runners-up 

44  Flea  Circus  (B.  Hager) 

44  Sparky  (T.  Aitken) 

MORGAN-WOOD  Medal  (SIB) 

114  Lady  Vanessa  (R.  Hollingworth) 

runners-up 

55  Temper  Tantrum  (W.  McGarvey) 
48  Laughing  Brook  (K.  Waite) 

DEBAILLON  MEDAL  (LA) 

41  Bajazzo  (M.  Dunn) 

runners-up 

38  Professor  Paul  (J.  Mertzweiller) 
36  Elusive  Butterfly  (J.  Ghio) 


WILLIAMSON-WHITE  AWARD 
(MTB) 

55  Welch’s  Reward  (W.  Welch/E. 
Hall) 

runners-up 

48  New  Wave  (B.  Hager) 

37  Tyke  (B.  Warburton) 

C.  G.  WHITE  AWARD  (AR) 

(Vz  or  more  Aril) 

NO  AWARD  FOR  1992— TIE 
VOTE 

24  Onlooker  (B.  Hager) 

24  Persian  Padishah  (H.  Shockey) 

MOHR  AWARD  (AB) 

(V4  to  Vz  Aril) 

41  Omar’s  Torch  (C.  Boswell) 

runners-up 

18  Solomon’s  Glory  (H.  Nichols) 
15  Buchee  (F.  Gadd) 

NIES  AWARD  (SPU) 

29  Dress  Circle  (B.  Hager) 

runners-up 

21  Missouri  Blue  (D.  Niswonger) 

19  Sunset  Etching  (G.  Gaddie) 

MITCHELL  AWARD  (CA) 

22  Mimsey  (V.  Wood) 

runners-up 

19  Sierra  Dell  (L.  Lawyer) 

9  Fort  Point  (V.  Wood) 
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Walther  Cup 

Most  HM  votes— All  categories 

VOTES 

110  Shaker’s  Prayer  (SIB)  (C.  Warn¬ 
er) 

runners-up 

97  Lenora  Pearl  (BB)  (H.  Nichols) 

95  Faux  Pas  (BB)  (K.  Keppel) 

Awards  of  Merit 


TALL  BEARDED 

VOTES 

206  Honky  Tonk  Blues  (Schreiners) 
153  Supreme  Sultan  (Schreiners) 
115  Rustler  (K.  Keppel) 

93  Thriller  (Schreiners) 

74  Fringe  Benefits  (B.  Hager) 

71  Loyalist  (Schreiners) 

68  Purple  Pepper  (D.  C.  Nearpass) 
68  Rare  Treat  (Schreiners) 

65  Glitz  ’N  Glitter  (P.  Black) 
runners-up 

62  Winterscape  (J.  McWhirter) 

61  Stellar  Lights  (T.  Aitken) 

59  Cayenne  Pepper  (Schreiners) 
58  Alice  Goodman  (E.  Roderick) 
57  Evelyn’s  Echo  (Ev.  Kegerise) 

57  Momentum  (M.  Dunn) 

BORDER  BEARDED 

79  Berry  Rich  (A.  Ensminger) 

63  Peach  Petals  (D.  Niswonger) 

56  Bimini  (R.  Brown) 

runners-up 

52  Flash  Dance  (E.  Roderick) 

45  Aegean  Waltz  (H.  Nichols) 

39  Tiny  Bubbles  (F.  Spahn) 

37  Copper  Glaze  (M.  Hamblen) 

Intermediate  Bearded 

86  Morning  Show  (A.  Ensminger) 
61  Obligato  (H.  Stahly) 

53  Tchin-Tchin  (J.  Gatty) 

runners-up 

48  Theda  Cark  (H.  Nichols) 

44  Triplet  (K.  Keppel) 


40  Bluebird  In  Flight  (D.  Niswonger) 

39  Moss  Bay  (C.  Lankow) 

STANDARD  DWARF  BEARDED 

104  Orange  Tiger  (B.  Jones) 

64  Cherry  Tart  (T.  Aitken) 

60  Jillaroo  (A.  Ensminger) 

49  Senor  Frog  (T.  Aitken) 

runners-up 

44  Court  Magician  (H.  Nichols) 

44  Splash  of  Red  (D.  Niswonger) 

41  Hushpuppy  (K.  Keppel) 

40  Iced  Lemonade  (A.&  D.  Willott) 

MINIATURE  DWARF  BEARDED 

30  Bantam  (S.  Varner) 

29  Tiny  Cherub  (B.  Hager) 

26  Mini  Pearl  (S.  Street/J.&  L.  Fry) 
runners-up 
25  Crocus  (D.  Sindt) 

23  Blue  Wind  (D,  Spence) 

23  Buckeye  Baby  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 
23  Candy  Huff  (L.  Miller) 

23  Daring  Eyes  (L.  Miller) 

SIBERIAN 

77  Aqua  Whispers  (A.  Miller) 

64  Sultan’s  Ruby  (R.  Hollingworth) 
51  High  Standards  (R.  Hollingworth) 
51  Wizardry  (R.  Hollingworth) 

runners-up 

41  Pink  Sparkle  (B.  Hager) 

34  Shirley’s  Choice  (C.  McEwen) 

32  Bedford  Lass  (K.  Waite) 
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Debaillon  Medal 


Nies  Award 


Bajazzo 


Dress  Circle 


Morgan-Wood 

Medal 


Lady  Vanessa 


Williamson-White 

Award 


Welch’s  Reward 
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Knowlton  Medal 


Batik 


Cook-Douglas 

Medal 


Sun  Doll 


Sass  Medal 


Hot  Fudge 


Caparne-Welch 


Medal 


Chubby  Cherub 
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Standard  Dwarf 


Awards  of  Merit 


Orange  Tiger — Cherry  Tart 


Mitchell  Award 


Mimsey 


Jillaroo — Senor  Frog 


Mohr  Award 


Omar’s  Torch 
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AWARDS  OF  MERIT 


Peach  Petals  (BB) 


Aqua  Whispers  (SIB) 


High  Standards  (SIB) 


Bimini  (BB) 


Sultan’s  Ruby  (SIB) 


Wizardry  (SIB) 
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31  Demure  Mini  (Steve  Varner) 

31  Bellissima  (B.  Warburton) 

LOUISIANA 

54  Jeri  (N.  Bertinot) 

46  Sinfonieta  (R.  Raabe/ Melrose) 
37  Kay  Nelson  (M.  Granger) 


runners-up 

33  Professor  Jim  (J.  Mertzweiller) 
33  Tomato  Bisque  (R.  Morgan) 
32  Plantation  Beau  (M.  Dunn) 

30  Cajun  Country  (B.  Hager) 

30  C’est  Bonne  (M.  Dunn) 

30  Chateau  Michelle  (M.  Dunn) 


Honorable  Mention 


Tall  Bearded 

VOTES 

77  Acoma  (T.  Magee) 

74  Night  Ruler  (Schreiners) 

67  Sighs  and  Whispers  (P.  Black) 

66  Blenheim  Royal  (Schreiners) 

60  Designing  Woman  (J.  Gatty) 

51  Bogota  (J.  Ghio) 

50  Beguine  (K.  Keppel) 

50  Rapture  In  Blue  (Schreiners) 

46  Timescape  (B.  Hager) 

44  Blue  Chip  Pink  (D.  Niswonger) 
43  Proud  Tradition  (Schreiners) 

43  Silver  Fox  (V.  Wood) 

41  Busy  Being  Blue  (D.  Denney/J. 

McWhirter) 

41  Triple  Whammy  (B.  Hager) 

39  Caribbean  Dream  (Schreiners) 
39  Premier  Edition  (Schreiners) 

36  Punkin  Patch  (D.  Denney/J.  Mc¬ 
Whirter) 

35  Stratagem  (J.  Ghio) 

33  Ann  Blocher  (C.  Blocher) 

32  Ann  (E.  Lineberger) 

32  Churchill  Downs  (K.  Mohr) 

32  Victorian  Frills  (P.  Black) 

31  Abstract  Art  (K.  Keppel) 

31  Mary  Ellen  Nichols  (H.  Nichols) 
31  Scandia  Delight  (Schreiners) 

30  Davy  Jones  (B.  Hager) 

29  Double  Agent  (Maryott’s) 

29  Golden  Galaxy  (J.  Weiler) 

29  Vibrations  (M.  Dunn) 

29  Wide  Hips  (L.  Fort) 

28  Pieces  of  Ice  (R.  Nelson) 

28  Victorian  Lace  (Schreiners) 

28  World  Class  (B.  Hager) 


27  Almaden  (Maryott’s) 

27  Dance  Away  (M.  Hamblen) 

25  Bertwistle  (S.  Innerst) 

25  Fun  Fest  (0.  Brown) 

25  Glory  Story  (J.  Weiler) 

25  Halo  In  Pink  (D.  Niswonger) 

25  Recherche  (B.  Hager) 

25  Romanticist  (K.  Keppel) 

25  Winter’s  Whimsey  (D.  Denney/J. 

McWhirter) 

BORDER  BEARDED 

97  Lenora  Pearl  (H.  Nichols) 

95  Faux  Pas  (K.  Keppel) 

55  Maui  Surf  (T.  Aitken) 

50  Red  Rooster  (J.  Durrance) 

36  Raspberry  Rascal  (C.  Protzmann) 
35  Baby  Bengal  (G.  Sutton) 

34  Mostest  (J.  Durrance) 

31  Kona  Blush  (T.  Aitken) 

21  Blue  Bubbles  (B.  Hamner) 

21  Color  Curls  (G.  Gaddie) 

20  Chapter  (S.  Innerst) 

19  Banded  Rogue  (C.  Boswell) 

19  Big  Victory  (J.  Burch) 

19  Rhinemaidens  (T.  Magee) 

18  Ignition  (H.  Stahly) 

INTERMEDIATE  BEARDED 

75  John  (A.  Ensminger) 

58  Lemon  Pop  (L.  Lauer) 

50  California  Style  (B.  Jones) 

49  Helga’s  Hat  (H.  Nichols) 

46  Broadway  Baby  (J.  Gatty) 

38  Nectar  (K.  Keppel) 
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31  Candy  Floss  (K.  Keppel) 

31  Space  Psalms  (H.  Nichols) 

26  Raindance  Kid  (T.  Aitken) 

25  Willow  Ware  (A.  Ensminger) 

23  Hot  Wheels  (P.  Black) 

21  Trivia  (K.  Keppel) 

21  Wide  Blue  Eyes  (G.  Gaddie) 

20  Kermit  (A.  Ensminger) 

19  Pink  Empress  (C.  Palmer) 

18  His  (A.  Ensminger) 

16April  Fog  (H.  Nichols/D. 

Niswonger) 

16  Basso  (A.  Ensminger) 

16  Brighten  Up  (B.  Hager) 

16  Buckeye  Belle  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 
16  Dream  Waltz  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 

16  Erect  (P.  Black) 

16  Golden  Gusto  (G.  Gaddie) 

STANDARD  DWARF  BEARDED 

32  Cimarron  Rose  (H.  Nichols) 

29  Kiwi  Slices  (D.  Niswonger) 

28  Pumpin’  Iron  (P.  Black) 

26  Sigh  (P.  Black) 

25  Well  Suited  (R  Black) 

23  Blue  Neon  (P.  Black) 

23  Ruby  Locket  (D.  Niswonger) 

22  Rainbow  Sherbet  (J.  Weiler) 

22  Rat-A-Tat  (R.  Bohrer) 

21  Blitz  (J.  Weiler) 

20  Marge  Hagberg  (D.  Albers) 

20  Oregold  (B.  Jones) 

19  Fat  ’N  Sassy  (G.  Gaddie) 

19  Favorite  Angel  (B.  Jones) 

19  Neon  Pixie  (L.  Miller) 

17  Casper’s  Shadow  (D.  Niswonger) 
17  Orange  Chips  (T.  Aitken) 

17  Split  Decision  (E.  Hobbs) 

16  Dark  Crystal  (M.  Byers) 

15  Ballet  Slippers  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 
15  Classy  Babe  (L.  Miller) 

15  Over  Easy  (C.  Lankow) 

15  Pilgrims’  Choice  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 
15  Show  Me  Yellow  (D.  Anderson) 


MINIATURE  DWARF  BEARDED 

50  Cinnamon  Apples  (P.  Black) 

34  Elfin  Magic  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 

30  Child  Bride  (L.  Miller) 

25  Pale  Moon  Rising  (J.  Harper) 

22  Extra  (C.  Palmer) 

21  Macumba  (B.  Hager) 

20  Rainbows  (L.  Miller) 

19  Kid  Stuff  (B.  Hager) 

18  Perfume  (M.  Byers) 

17  Wee  Magic  (F.  Dyer) 

15  Bit  More  (L.  Miller) 

MINIATURE  TALL  BEARDED 

54  Petite  Monet  (K.  Steele) 

53  Zula  (K.  Fisher) 

44  Vibrant  Rose  (J.  Witt) 

41  Ozark  Sky  (K.  Fisher) 

36  Carol’s  Dream  (M.  Dunderman) 

24  Astra  Girl  (T.  Varner) 

20  Dottie  Joy  (J.  Witt) 

18  Rose  Caper  (D.  Guild) 

15  Little  Misty  (J.  &  V.  Craig) 

12  Flashy  Flirt  (D.  Guild) 

11  Petite  Lady  (H.  Rowlan) 

ARILBRED 
(V4  to  Vi  Aril) 

30  Desert  Melody  (L.  Flanagan) 

21  Prairie  Thunder  (P  Black) 

15  Bozrah  (F.  Gadd) 

11  Aril  Reverie  (W.  Moores) 

10  Sunflight  (E.  Jensen) 

ARIL 

(V2  or  more  Aril) 

25  Kalifa’s  Robe  (B.  Hager) 

20  Zezura  (B.  Hager) 

16  Turkish  Heart  (H.  Shockey) 

14  Ancient  Scrolls  (L.  Rich/J.  White - 

!y) 

11  Turkish  Pendant  (H.  Shockey) 

10  Desert  Finery  (L.  Rich/J.  Whitely) 
10  Titanic  Gem  (L.  Danielson) 
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SPURIA 

43  Missouri  Rivers  (D.  Niswonger) 
32  Candle  Lace  (C.  Jenkins) 

22  Sultan’s  Sash  (D.  Niswonger) 

18  Color  Focus  (C.  Jenkins) 

18  Sonoran  Caballero  (F.  Wick- 
enkamp) 

15  Response  (G.  Corlew) 

13  Fixed  Star  (B.  Hager) 

13  Tiny  Lou  (C.  Jenkins) 

SIBERIAN 

110  Shaker’s  Prayer  (C.  Warner) 

50  Winwood  Serenade  (R.  Holling- 
worth) 

43  Coronation  Anthem  (R.  Holling- 
worth) 

28  Linda  Mary  (J.  Cooper) 

28  Snow  Prince  (S.  Tiffany) 


23  Tiffany  Lass  (C.  McEwen) 

20  Illini  Ruby  (S.  Varner) 

20  Prairie  In  Bloom  (G.  Gaddie) 

19  Rikugi  Sakura  (H.  Shidara/B. 
Hager) 

17  Arbee  (J.  Wood) 

16  Gull’s  Wing  (W.  McGarvey/J. 
Wadekamper) 

15  Sky  Mirror  (B.  Warburton) 

CALIFORNICAE 

18  Idylwild  (J.  Ghio) 

12  Foothill  Banner  (L.  Lawyer) 

10  Night  Editor  (J.  Ghio) 

10  Up  All  Night  (J.  Ghio) 

LOUISIANA 

No  Louisiana  iris  received  the  required 
15  votes  for  the  HM  Award. 


PAYNE  AWARD  (JA) 

Due  to  extended  deadline  for  voting, 
results  will  be  reported  in  a  later  AIS 
Bulletin. 


Mr.  Bernard 
Hamner  with 
Hybridizers 
Medal 
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AWARDS  OF  MERIT 


Fringe  Benefits  (TB) 


Glitz  ’N  Glitter  (TB) 


Mini  Pearl  (MDB) 


Rustler  (TB) 


Tiny  Cherub  (MDB) 


Bantam  (SDB) 
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AWARDS  OF  MERIT 


Rare  Treat  (TB) 


Purple  Pepper  (TB) 


Thriller  (TB) 


Loyalist  (TB) 
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AWARDS  OF  MERIT 


Morning  Show  (IB) 


Tchin-Tchin  (IB) 


Obligato  (IB) 


Jeri  (LA) 


Sinfonieta  (LA)  Kay  Nelson  (LA) 
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SAFE  GARDEN  CHEMICAL 
APPLICATION 

Mark  Dienstbach  (Missouri) 

Do  you  use  garden  chemicals?  Almost  everyone  uses  some  garden  chemicals 
and  almost  everyone  uses  them  carelessly.  Most  people  use  the  garden  chemi¬ 
cals,  which  have  a  bad  smell  cautiously,  but  those  which  have  little  or  no  smell  are 
used  very  haphazardly.  Articles  similar  to  this  one  have  been  written  many  times, 
but  I  continue  to  see  and  hear  about  people  using  garden  chemicals  haphazardly, 
so  here  goes  another  try. 

Some  people  think  garden  chemicals  are  all  bug  killers  or  fungicides,  but  they 
don’t  realize  fertilizers  of  all  kinds  are  also  garden  chemicals. 

Let’s  start  with  plant  foods.  There  are  many  formulas  of  plant  foods  on  the 
market,  ranging  from  processed  cow  manure  1-1-1  to  super  phosphate  0-46-0. 
Before  going  further  it’s  probably  timely  that  I  explain  the  meaning  of  the  num¬ 
bers.  5-10-5  means  5%  nitrogen,  10%  phosphate  and  5%  potash.  As  an  irisarian 
your  greatest  concern  is  what  fertilizer  will  do  for  your  iris  garden,  so  let’s  take  a 
good  hard  look.  Let’s  say  we  are  speaking  of  a  tall  bearded  iris,  the  first  chemical 
formula  on  a  fertilizer  bag  is  nitrogen.  What  does  nitrogen  do  for  a  tall  bearded?  It 
makes  the  leaves  grow  big,  lush  and  green,  however,  this  becomes  a  soft  growth  in 
this  area.  This  is  desirable  in  some  locations  but  not  in  the  central  U.S.  We  have 
too  much  high  humidity,  and  the  soft  green  leaves  drink  it  up  causing  a  climate 
great  for  a  bacterial  rot. 

The  second  figure  on  the  fertilizer  bag  is  phosphorous  or  phosphoric  acid.  This 
makes  the  rhizome  grow.  We  want  a  big  healthy  rhizome,  so  we  give  the  iris  a 
heavy  feeding  of  #2.  Some  people  feed  irises  nothing  but  super  phosphate. 
That’s  okay,  but  any  human  should  have  veggies  also  and  not  meat  alone.  The  iris 
is  no  different.  It  needs  a  combination  of  food  to  grow  and  be  healthy,  not  just 
phosphorous. 

The  third  chemical  is  potash  which  for  the  iris  causes  root  development.  It  has 
been  found  by  much  trial  and  error  that  the  most  desirable  formula  for  the  tall 
bearded  iris  is  6-24-24,  or  if  you  can’t  find  it  then  5-10-5.  It  is  not  a  safe  use  of 
chemicals  when  you  use  only  super  phosphate  0-46-0  or  only  bone  meal  0-13-0 
or  1-13-0.  ’Nuff  said  for  fertilizers. 

Let’s  talk  about  the  worst  enemy  an  iris  can  have.  The  iris  borer.  This  is  a  small 
gray-brown  worm  about  V2  to  3A  inch  long  and  almost  half  as  big  around.  He 
sleeps  during  the  day  and  chews  on  the  iris  leaf  at  night.  After  he  gets  his  fill  of  iris 
leaves,  he  goes  down  into  the  rhizome  and  attempts  to  drill  a  series  of  holes  in  it. 
What  has  been  found  most  effective  to  fight  the  iris  borer  is  Cygon  2-E  which  is  a 
systemic  pesticide,  but  unfortunately,  it  is  a  very  potent  chemical.  It  should  not  be 
disposed  of  in  a  careless  manner.  When  applying  this  chemical,  one  should  wear 
rubber  boots,  rubber  gloves,  a  respirator  and  soon  after  spraying  one  should  take 
a  shower  and  wear  clean  clothes  and  wash  your  clothes  used  for  spraying. 

The  next  worst  enemy  of  the  iris  is  rot.  This  is  actually  bacterial  rot  and  is  caused 
by  ground  such  as  clay  which  bakes  hard  as  a  brick  on  the  surface  but  remains 
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damp  and  steamy  about  an  inch  below  the  surface.  When  the  sun  boils  down  on 
this  soil,  there  is  a  pressure  cooker  effect  below  the  surface  which  causes  the 
rhizome  to  become  soft  and  mushy.  You  can  usually  find  the  problem  quickly  as  it 
really  stinks.  Like  a  skunk,  it  has  its  own  unique  smell;  and,  if  you  smell  it  one  time, 
you  will  never  forget  it.  If  your  smeller  doesn’t  detect  it,  your  eyes  soon  will  as  the 
next  thing  that  happens  is  that  a  whole  tuft  of  leaves  falls  over,  rotted  at  their  base. 
The  cure  for  bacterial  rot  is  Agristrep  or  any  other  streptomycin  product.  Agristrep 
is  a  bacterialcide  and  is  a  most  effective  treatment  for  this  iris  rot.  When  using 
Agristrep,  please  use  caution.  Agristrep  is  a  very  harmless  looking  powder  with  no 
smell;  but  if  not  used  with  caution,  it  can  cause  a  loss  of  hearing.  Wear  boots  and 
rubber  gloves.  Mix  one  ounce  or  two  tablespoons  to  one  gallon  of  water.  Now 
scrape  out  all  the  soft  iris  butter  from  the  rhizome  with  a  spoon  being  careful  not  to 
touch  this  butter  against  any  other  plant.  Put  it  into  paper  and  dispose  of  same. 
Wash  spoon  in  50%  Clorox  solution.  Drench  the  iris  with  the  Agristrep  solution 
using  about  a  pint  of  it  for  one  plant.  If  the  rot  is  really  bad,  it  may  take  as  many  as 
three  applications  to  kill.  Apply  seven  days  apart. 

Weeds  are  the  next  worst  enemy  to  the  iris,  and  if  you  dig  them  as  a  control 
measure,  you  must  do  it  diligently  or  they  will  get  ahead  of  you.  If  that  happens 
just  one  time  they  will  seed  and  from  then  on  you  will  find  you  cannot  ever  get 
even  again.  By  the  time  you  reach  the  last  of  your  beds,  the  first  will  be  overdue 
for  weeding.  Even  if  you  get  help  and  all  beds  completely  weeded,  within  a  week 
you  will  again  have  new  weeds.  The  cycle  will  continue  as  long  as  you  have  weed 
seeds  in  the  ground.  The  answer  is  a  pre-emergent  herbicide  which  is  a  killer  of 
weed  seeds.  All  but  one  works  on  the  principle  of  killing  weeds  by  putting  a  hard 
crust  on  the  soil  surface  then  putting  a  gas  below  that  crust  and  as  the  young 
tender  weed  reaches  that  gas  it  kills  the  weed.  If  you  dig  a  few  weeds  or  walk 
around  in  your  flower  bed  you  will  break  this  crust  and  allow  the  gas  to  escape, 
and  there  goes  your  weed  killer.  What  is  even  worse  is  that  the  hard  crust  on  the 
soil  surface  causes  a  pressure  cooker  effect  below  the  surface  to  encourage 
bacterial  rot.  Now  you  have  killed  the  weeds  but  have  a  bad  case  of  iris  rot  in  your 
garden.  The  greatest  danger  when  using  a  pre-emergent  herbicide  is  an  over¬ 
dose.  You  may  wonder  what  problem  an  overdose  can  cause.  It  can  kill  the  trace 
elements  in  your  soil  and  then  your  irises  will  not  grow;  they  will  not  die,  they  will 
just  sit  there.  This  problem  takes  three  or  four  years  for  nature  to  bring  it  back  into 
balance.  There  is  one  pre-emergent  herbicide  on  the  market  which  is  different.  It 
is  Surflan.  Surflan  does  not  kill  weeds  by  gasification  but  rather  by  sterilization.  If 
overused  it  will  cause  a  crust  on  the  soil  surface,  but  that  requires  a  heavy  over¬ 
dose.  Surflan  is  a  liquid  rather  than  a  powder  so  you  spray  it  on  with  a  pressure 
tank  or  sprayer.  This  causes  it  to  be  put  on  evenly  and  sparingly  and  there  is  no 
buildup  in  low  spots.  You  can  till  the  soil  up  to  2  inches  deep  without  destroying 
the  weed  protection.  When  using  Surflan  wear  rubber  boots  and  gloves  and 
always  remember  to  never  spray  any  chemical  on  a  windy  day.  Don’t  be  con¬ 
cerned  about  getting  Surflan  on  the  iris  plant.  Don’t  spray  them  directly  but  when 
you  finish  spraying  just  hose  them  down  and  all  Surflan  will  be  removed  and  go 
into  the  soil  where  it  can  go  about  killing  weed  seeds. 
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I  have  never  had  this  problem  before  but  this  past  year,  due  to  a  very  dry  year, 
we  had  a  problem  with  thrip.  These  are  very  tiny  brown  or  black  bugs  which 
breed  like  roaches  and  eat  like  lumberjacks.  The  leaves  on  your  plant  begin  to  dry 
up  usually  from  the  ends  toward  the  center  and  there  is  no  apparent  reason.  If  you 
take  a  piece  of  white  cardboard  and  knock  the  plant  leaves  against  it  you  will  see 
on  the  cardboard  what  appears  to  be  black  pepper.  This  is  thrip.  You  can  spray 
with  Cygon  2-E  but  this  will  only  get  today’s  crop.  Within  ten  days  another  crop 
will  hatch,  and  you  have  to  spray  again.  You  may  have  to  spray  three  or  four  times 
ten  days  apart.  For  this  reason  I  wouldn’t  use  Cygon  2-E  as  it  is  too  strong  to  be 
used  every  ten  days.  I  would  use  Malathion  50  or  Malathion  5  which  is  a  55% 
Malathion  concentrate.  Remember,  to  kill  thrip  three  or  four  applications  are 
required.  Always  wear  protective  clothing.  It  would  be  better  to  use  Cygon  then 
Malathion,  then  Orthene  insect  spray. 

There  is  one  other  problem  which  has  plagued  the  iris  in  the  past  and  that  is 
scorch.  No  one  seems  to  know  just  what  scorch  is  and  The  American  Iris  Society 
is  spending  a  bundle  on  research  to  find  out.  I  have  a  theory  and  a  formula  which 
works  for  me.  You  may  want  to  try  it  until  something  better  comes  along.  My 
theory  is  that  scorch  on  irises  is  similar  to  pear  tree  blight  on  pear  trees.  They  treat 
pear  tree  blight  with  Agristrep,  so  I  reasoned  this  just  might  work  on  irises.  It  is  my 
theory  that  this  is  a  form  of  bacteria  and  Agristrep  is  a  bacterialcide.  I  first  cut  away 
all  the  brown  leaves  on  the  plant,  even  if  I  have  to  cut  to  the  rhizome.  I  then  drench 
the  plant  with  a  mixture  of  2  tablespoons  of  Agristrep  powder  mixed  with  one 
gallon  of  water.  I  slowly  pour  the  entire  gallon  over  the  plant  allowing  it  to  soak 
into  the  soil.  One  week  later  I  do  it  again  with  a  half  gallon  of  the  mixture;  and,  if 
necessary,  do  it  one  more  time.  After  a  minimum  of  one  and  a  maximum  of  three 
applications  the  scorch  is  gone.  To  me  this  says  that  scorch  is  actually  bacteria. 
This  past  year  we  had  a  very  dry  summer  with  no  scorch  and  very  little  bacterial 
rot.  This  again  proves  that  when  moisture-causing  bacteria  is  not  present,  scorch  is 
also  not  present.  Remember,  when  using  Agristrep,  wear  rubber  boots  and 
gloves.  Don’t  get  it  on  your  shoes  or  hands. 

Our  next  problem  with  growing  irises  in  this  area  is  one  that  doesn’t  cause 
trouble  but  just  looks  bad.  That  is  leaf  spot.  Leaf  spot  doesn’t  seem  to  bother  the 
iris  in  any  way  but  just  looks  bad.  It  can  be  caused  from  early  morning  watering 
and  then  the  sun  shines  on  the  water  droplets  and  the  high  magnification  causes 
small  burn  spots  on  the  leaves.  Leaf  spot  can  also  come  from  a  hot  humid  evening 
in  which  moisture  forms  on  the  leaves  and  a  form  of  fungus  then  sets  in  causing 
spots  on  the  leaves.  To  cure  the  former,  don’t  water  in  early  morning  if  you  feel  the 
wind  won’t  dry  off  the  leaves  before  the  boiling  sun  gets  them.  To  cure  the  latter 
spray  occasionally  with  Cyprex  or  Funginex.  Funginex  is  used  to  cure  leaf  spot  on 
roses  and  Cyprex  is  used  to  prevent  spots  on  apples.  Don’t  spray  when  it  is  windy, 
and  always  wear  protective  clothing.  If  using  a  spray  in  a  slight  breeze,  always 
stand  windward,  that  is,  with  your  back  to  the  wind.  One  man  told  me  Benlate 
sprayed  on  irises  in  early  spring  works  well.  I  can’t  confirm  this. 

One  iris  problem  which  drives  the  West  Coast  people  wild  and  causes  some 
concern  in  these  parts  is  snails  and  slugs.  A  slug  is  a  simulated  snail  without  a  shell. 
It  is  not  something  you  stick  in  a  coin  machine.  There  are  several  ways  to  control 
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these  pests.  You  can  use  Slugetta  or  Buggetta  or  Snorl,  all  of  which  are  slug  baits. 
Some  people  put  beer  in  bottle  caps  which  kills  them  when  they  crawl  in  the  cap 
to  drink.  You  can  also  sprinkle  sand  or  Turface  around  your  plants.  Snails  and 
slugs  travel  on  a  pad  and  the  sand  or  Turface  scratches  their  pads  and  irritates 
them  causing  them  to  stay  away.  If  you  spread  sand  or  Turface  you  don’t  need 
protective  clothing,  but  you  should  wear  boots  and  gloves  when  spraying  Snorl. 
Turface  is  a  soil  amendment  and  is  similar  to  grease  sweep  or  Kitty  Litter.  It  should 
always  be  used  when  making  any  flower  bed.  It  should  be  mixed  into  the  soil  with 
a  tiller,  Vs  Turface  and  %  soil.  It  greatly  enhances  the  growth  of  all  plants  by 
keeping  the  soil  from  packing,  thus  allowing  oxygen  to  get  to  the  plant  roots. 
Since  it  is,  in  fact,  small  brick  particles,  it  acts  like  hundreds  of  mini  sponges  and 
holds  moisture  for  the  roots  to  feed  on.  Your  only  hazard  with  the  use  of  Turface  is 
to  avoid  breathing  its  dust. 

This  concludes  my  nuggets  of  knowledge  for  now.  May  all  your  irises  be  more 
beautiful  this  summer  than  ever  before.  Please  be  careful  when  using  chemicals. 
Your  fellow  Irisarians  want  you  around  here  a  long  time. 

Reprint  from  Region  18  AIS  Bulletin 


ATLANTA  ’92 


Stone  Mountain  is  one  of  Atlanta’s  biggest  attractions.  If  you  look 
closely,  you  can  see  The  Civil  War  figures  carved  in  the  mountain’s 
side. 
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THE  WATSON  AND  YEARWOOD 

GARDENS 

Jean  Morris  (Missouri) 

In  the  October  Bulletin  the  pre-convention  preview  listed  the  Watson  and 
Yearwood  gardens  as  a  set,  so  I  agreed  to  write  up  both,  thinking  they  would  be 
next-door  neighbors.  AIS  Convention  gardens  are,  occasionally.  I  recalled  the 
Miller/Mosca  gardens  of  Phoenix  in  1987  and  our  own  Morris/Dienstbach  gar¬ 
dens  of  St.  Louis  in  1981.  As  it  turned  out,  the  Watsons  and  Yearwoods  live 
southeast  of  Atlanta  in  the  town  of  Milledgeville,  are  close  friends,  and  are 
Godparents  for  each  other’s  children,  but  are  not  next-door  neighbors. 

At  the  garden  of  Joe  and  Janet  Watson  and  their  children  LouAnne  and  Danny, 
we  were  welcomed  by  the  Watson  family,  by  the  crowing  of  their  Columbian 
Wyandotte  rooster  and  by  a  yard  full  of  beautiful  iris  blooms. 

CHUTNEY  (Ghio  ’91)  caught  my  eye  right  away.  It  is  rosy  red  with  darker  falls 
that  are  etched  with  a  ray  pattern.  The  beards  are  orange.  DIRTY  DANCING  (J. 
Saia  ’90)  is  a  nice  dark  one.  CHERI NOBYL  (Alan  Fort  ’91)  is  a  pretty  pale  peach 
with  tangarine  beards.  AGNES  HALE  (Harry  Turner  ’86)  was  attractive  in  peach 
washed  with  lighter  shadings,  and  it  went  on  to  win  the  President’s  Cup  for  the 
best  iris  by  a  Region  5  hybridizer. 

I  enjoyed  seeing  quite  a  few  beardless  varieties  in  this  garden.  They  were 
planted  at  attractive  intervals  to  break  up  the  “sameness”  of  the  tall  bearded 
varieties.  The  Siberian  DUTCH  (Varner  ’84)  made  a  nice  clump  in  red  violet  with 
a  blaze  of  violet  in  the  falls.  The  Louisiana  INNER  BEAUTY  (Dunn  ’91)  was  really 
pretty  in  violet  with  yellow  style  arms.  I  also  liked  OLD  SOUTH  (Dunn  ’86).  It  is 
colored  light  yellow  veined  lavender  and  has  yellow  styles.  Really  a  standout. 
Another  great  Louisiana  was  EASTER  TIDE  (Arny  ’  79).  It  has  lavender  standards, 
yellow  styles  and  falls  and  is  veined  violet.  This  is  one  I’d  like  to  grow.  I  also 
enjoyed  the  small  BAYOU  SHORT  STUFF  (Faggard  ’88)  which  is  lilac  with  yellow 
signals.  I  like  the  idea  of  having  small  Louisiana  irises.  In  our  garden  we  can 
always  fit  one  more  in  if  it  is  small.  LILTING  LAURA  (A.M.  Miller  ’90)  is  a  beautiful 
Siberian  in  lavender  bi-tones.  It  was  nicely  branched,  too.  A  good  ultra-bright 
yellow  Spuria  was  ARIZONA  CONVENTION  (Niswonger  ’88).  This  one  was 
smiling  for  lots  of  cameras. 

Getting  back  to  TBs,  DRUM  ROLL  (Hager  ’92)  a  ruffled  royal  blue  with  white 
beards  and  DAVY  JONES  (Hager  ’90)  a  ruffled  royal  purple  were  both  nice.  I 
finally  decided  I  like  DAVY  JONES  better.  Those  bluish  beards  really  set  it  off. 
HEAVENLY  HALO  (L.  Gartman  ’90)  is  a  pretty  light  cream  self.  Also  Gartman’s 
seedling  86A0B  is  pleasing  in  ruffled  violet  with  blue  beards. 

Really  outstanding  was  TENNESSEE  GENTLEMAN  (Innerst  ’91),  cream  stan¬ 
dards  with  falls  a  purple  plicata.  It  was  ruffled  and  beautiful.  There  was  a 
wonderful  clump  of  SILVER  PEAK  (DeForest  ’61)  that  I  describe  as  pale  lavender 
blue  standards  over  “RINGO”  falls.  The  beards  are  yellow  orange.  Wow!  Just 
beautiful.  Two  other  great  clumps  were  PACIFIC  MIST  (Schreiner  ’79)  in  sea  blue 
and  ERLEEN  RICHESON  (Roderick  ’79)  in  vivid  pink.  HANDIWORK  (Ghio 
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’83),  light  blue  standards  and  medium  blue  luminata  type  falls  with  white  beards 
was  growing  well  here.  The  greatest  is  not  always  the  latest. 

After  having  the  best  banana  bread  I’ve  ever  tasted  (really!  no  exaggeration)  I 
noted  three  Medians.  A  border,  MISS  NELLIE  (Burch  ’80)  was  beautiful.  It  is 
beige  over  rosy  red  with  yellow  beards.  It  has  nice  ruffling  and  makes  a  good 
clump.  I  don’t  know  why  we  don’t  grow  this  one.  The  Miniature  Tall  VELVET 
BOUQUET  (T.  Varner  ’84)  is  violet  over  deep  purple  edged  lighter.  It  was  growing 
shorter  than  usual  but  still  very  pretty.  Also  Miniature  Tall  OZARK  EVENING  (K. 
Fisher  ’91)  was  a  lovely  pale  pink  with  light  orange  beards. 

I  wanted  to  see  Danny’s  part  of  the  garden  before  the  bus  whistle  sounded. 
Danny  was  awarded  the  First  Runner-up  certificate  for  the  Clarke  Cosgrove 
Memorial  Award  for  Youth  Achievement  at  the  Convention  Banquet.  In  fact,  this 
is  the  second  time  he  has  been  First  Runner-up  for  this  award.  He  is  a  fine  young 
man  and  grows  irises  very  well.  I  especially  enjoyed  seeing  DANTE’S  INFERNO 
(W.  Moores  ’  79)  Copper  over  red  growing  in  his  garden  because  it  is  one  of  my  all- 
time  favorites.  VIOLET  MIRACLE  (L.  Zurbrigg  ’79)  royal  purple  self  was  also 
looking  good  as  was  BURNT  OFFERING  (W.  Moores  ’78)  copper  red  with 
orange  beards  and  interesting  “busy”  hafts.  There  was  an  amaryllis,  white  with 
red  stripes  to  add  interest. 

I  want  to  mention  WORLD  CLASS  (Hager  ’90)  a  violet  bi-tone  that  I  describe 
as  an  “improved  EMMA  LOUISA.  ”  Growing  tall,  branched  and  ruffled,  it  made  a 
great  clump.  The  lavender  beards  add  to  its  attractiveness. 

We  were  all  amazed  at  the  energy  of  Joe  Watson.  I  know  he  shook  everyone’s 
hand,  the  entire  busload!  The  warm  friendliness  of  the  whole  Watson  family  was 
the  epitome  of  genuine  southern  hospitality.  It  was  a  great  way  to  begin  the 
garden  tours  for  us,  as  this  was  the  very  first  garden  we  visited.  Thank  you  Joe, 
Janet,  LouAnne,  and  Danny  for  sharing  the  beauty  with  us.  We  had  a  super  time 
with  you  and  will  long  remember  your  lovely  garden. 


The  Watsons-— -Joe,  Danny,  Janet,  and  Lou  Anne. 
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The  Yearwood  Garden  was  our  next  stop.  The  family  consists  of  Earnest  and 
Juanita  Yearwood  and  their  daughters  Sabrina  and  Shalon.  The  house  occupies 
the  highest  point  in  the  county  and  the  yard  contains  spacious  flower  beds  full  of 
irises,  daylilies,  and  many  companion  perennials  such  as  cala  lilies,  spider  worts 
and  byzantine  glads  which  are  rosy  orchid  in  color  and  resemble  freesias.  Colum¬ 
bines,  daisies,  cornflowers,  miniature  roses  and  an  unusual  skeleton  plant  com¬ 
plete  the  picture.  Many  beds  were  edged  with  rocks  which  are  abundant  in  the 
area.  An  additional  hostess  in  the  garden  was  the  family  cat  “Muffet”  a  friendly 
Persian.  She  was  posing  for  pictures  with  Nita. 

Oh  yes.  There  were  irises.  ANN  (E.  Lineberger  ’88)  was  the  first  to  catch  my 
eye.  It  is  a  lacy  white  with  golden  yellow  beards,  nicely  shaped  and  the  stalk  was 
well  branched.  It  was  voted  first  runner-up  for  the  President’s  Cup.  ORANGE 
WAVE  (H.  Mohr  ’88)  although  growing  short  here  is  a  lovely  orange  color.  I  hope 
to  see  it  again  next  year,  as  it  shows  promise.  I  look  at  all  orange  irises  because  I 
am  still  seeking  the  “perfect  orange.”  My  requirements  are  simple — good  form, 
substance  and  bud  count  coupled  with  dependable  bloom  and  increase.  I  know 
it’s  out  there.  .  .  .  HANDIWORK  looked  good  again,  here.  And  oh  my!  A  “must 
have”  is  LINGERING  LOVE  (D.  Meek  ’86)  a  rosy  lavender  plicata.  A  simply 
beautiful  ruffled  clump  that  I’ll  never  forget. 

The  nicest  clump  of  all  the  TB  guests  here,  was  ALMADEN  (Maryott  ’90),  a 
gorgeous  red  self  with  old  gold  beards.  It  had  some  very  fine  branching,  too. 
There  was  an  unusual  Ghio  seedling  86-43 W,  rather  hard  to  describe,  as  are 
many  Ghio  things.  Standards  were  peachy  rimmed  lighter  and  falls  were  peach 


Juanita  and  Earnest  Yearwood 
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Bears  in  Yearwood  Garden 


edged  rosy  red  violet.  It  is  more  interesting  than  my  attempt  at  describing  it. 
Another  promising  seedling,  an  MTB  by  H.  Rowlan  is  83-T-ll,  butterscotch  with 
white  in  the  falls.  Really  different.  I  do  like  MTBs.  They  grow  well  even  when  the 
weather  is  out  of  sorts.  TRANQUIL  BEAUTY  (Niswonger  ’91)  though  growing  a 
little  short  looked  nice  in  a  clean  near  white  over  peachy  pink  with  peachy  orange 
beards.  Good  contrast. 

Really  outstanding  was  DANUBE  WALTZ  by  H.  Nichols.  I  believe  someone 
said  it  will  be  a  ’93  introduction.  It  is  a  nice  ruffled  flower  with  light  blue  standards 
with  violet  midribs.  The  falls  are  violet  with  light  blue  beards.  It  is  color  coordi¬ 
nated  and  a  very  finished  flower. 

Another  seedling  that  knocked  my  socks  off  was  a  Siberian  by  Bob  Moiling- 
worth,  85  B3B 10.  Wow!  It  is  a  wide  royal  blue  with  a  broad  white  spot.  It  made  a 
wonderful  clump  that  stood  out  like  a  beacon  in  the  garden.  I’m  impressed!  We 
caught  Bob’s  Siberian  judges  training  the  following  evening  and  were  impressed 
again.  He  had  an  overflow  crowd. 

A  Louisiana,  JERI  (Bertinot  ’85)  was  a  nicely  grown  deep  purple  and  the  Aril- 
bred  Median  JEWEL  OF  OMAR  (C.  Boswell  ’86)  I  must  mention.  It  was  growing 
and  blooming  well  in  smoky  blue  over  golden  olive  with  dark  brown  spot. 
Louisiana,  ALOUETTE  (Dunn  ’90)  is  a  lovely  light  pink  bitone  with  yellow  green 
styles  and  BAYOU  MYSTIQUE  (Dunn  ’89)  is  a  nice  tall  lavender  orchid  combina¬ 
tion. 

The  wine  punch  was  delicious  as  were  the  cookies.  Cute  wooden  lawn  animals 
were  dressed  in  their  finest  costumes  near  the  refreshment  tables.  If  I  get  a  big 
bunny  like  that,  will  it  scare  off  the  real  ones  we  contend  with  here  in  St.  Louis? 

We  enjoyed  this  garden  so  very  much  and  thank  the  Yearwood  family  for  all  the 
effort  and  ability  that  went  into  growing  such  fine  plants,  especially  the  irises.  And 
thanks  also,  for  answering  all  of  our  questions  and  making  our  stay  so  much  fun. 
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THE  KEN  DUKE  GARDEN 

David  Miller  (Colorado) 


The  Ken  Duke  garden  is  a  classic  example  of  what  can  be  accomplished  in  a 
very  short  period  of  time.  Ken  acquired  the  property  just  a  little  over  two  years 
ago  and  has  done  a  remarkable  job  of  transforming  an  older,  in  the  city,  house 
and  lot  into  a  wonderful  oasis.  It’s  enjoyable  to  see  what  a  lot  of  hard  work  and 
creativity  can  do  in  such  a  short  amount  of  time.  My  only  regret  is  that  I  won’t  be 
able  to  see  what  the  next  two  years  of  work  will  accomplish.  I’m  sure  it  will  be 
wonderful.  The  very  personable  Ken  regretted  that  the  bloom  wasn’t  better,  but 
the  lack  of  bloom  hurt  the  gardeners  much  more  so  than  it  did  the  conven¬ 
tioneers.  I  heard  many  more  compliments  than  I  did  complaints.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  our  favorite  plant  is  so  controlled  by  our  ever  unpredictable  weather. 

Before  I  leave  you  with  the  impression  that  there  was  nothing  to  see,  I  had 
better  continue.  Several  things  did  catch  my  eye.  Henry  Danielson’s  CIRCUS 
PARADE  (86),  a  brown  and  blue  AB  looked  very  comfortable  in  the  raised  bed. 
Also  looking  very  comfortable  were  Bernice  Miller’s  smooth  yellow  CELESTIAL 
SUNSHINE  (89)  as  well  as  her  pink  with  a  red  beard  named  OTHER  MARY  (87). 
Tom  Burseen’s  plicata  WOWZER  (91)  wowed  with  gold  standards  and  maroon 
and  gold  falls.  Robert  Jeffries  seedling  J86-1-ACT  stood  tall,  and  its  icy  white  with 
ever  so  slight  light  blue  tones  and  a  red  beard  caught  my  eye.  There  was  another 
seedling  that  caught  my  eye.  Robert  Annand’s  85-8A  plicata  is  a  mixed  bag  of 
intrigue.  The  standards  are  a  subtle  blend  of  gray  and  yellow  with  a  slight  blue  tint. 
The  falls  are  blended  gray,  brown  and  yellow  with  a  mid  stripe  of  faint  blue.  The 
style  crest  is  a  nice  smooth  straw  yellow,  but  the  stigma  is  a  faint  but  definite  blue. 
Several  other  things  looked  attractive  and  were  growing  well  including  Harry 
Turner’s  President’s  Cup  winner  AGNES  HALE.  Also  in  this  category  though  not 
officially  guested  were  Hamner’s  COMPOSED,  KING’S  RUBY,  ORANGE 
TREAT,  and  INLAND  PRINCESS.  LATIN  HIDEAWAY  by  Nichols  and  PLEDGE 
ALLEGIANCE  by  Schreiners  looked  happy  in  this  southern  garden.  I  also  hope 
that  nobody  passed  up  the  tectorum  blooming  by  the  back  steps. 
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Smith  Garden 


BELLMERE:  THE  GARDEN  OF 

DFFN  DAY  SMITH 

iLfliLal  %  Lflll  iJPlYAX  X  XX 

Clarence  Mahan  (Virginia) 


The  day  our  tour  group  visited  Beiimere,  Deen  Day  Smith  was  not  able  to  be 
there,  but  she  had  arranged  for  a  group  of  charming  hostesses  to  cater  to  our 
every  need.  The  graciousness  of  the  ladies  matched  the  elegance  and  beauty  of 
one  of  the  loveliest  country  estates  in  the  South. 

We  passed  under  a  large  arbor  to  get  to  the  iris  garden.  Brick  walkways 
surrounded  three  large  circular  beds,  with  a  Dykes  Medal  collection  in  the  center, 
and  guest  irises  on  both  sides.  The  season  was  late  at  Beiimere,  and  a  number  of 
guest  irises  had  not  yet  opened.  This,  of  course,  is  what  every  convention  garden 
owner  dreads.  But  at  Beiimere,  there  was  so  much  beauty  to  view  and  appreciate 
that  the  late  season  was  a  mere  trifle. 

One  of  the  first  irises  to  catch  my  eye  was  Sterling  Inneresf  s  POINT  IN  TIME 
(88),  with  light  blue  plicata  trimming  on  white,  and  a  blue  beard  tipped  gold.  It 
produces  nice  show  stalks,  like  its  pollen  parent  SPINNING  WHEEL  (Nearpass 
76).  As  I  pondered  the  stately  appearance  of  POINT  IN  TIME,  it  came  to  me  that 
almost  every  major  hybridizer  has  used  SPINNING  WHEEL,  which  has  to  be  one 
of  the  great  progenitors  of  our  time. 

Roger  Nelson’s  MODERN  MUSIC  (92)  is  a  knockout  creamy  apricot  with  waxy 
texture  and  great  substance.  Two  very  nice  Ben  Hager  irises  were  MAGIC  WISH 
(90),  a  lovely  pink  with  violet  beard,  and  the  huge  (huge! )  deep  purple  with  yellow 
beard  THINK  BIG  (89).  “Think  big”  indeed!  My  favorite  Hager  iris  at  the 
convention,  in  fact  my  favorite  convention  guest,  TRIPLE  WHAMMY  (90)  was 
here  but  not  in  bloom.  TRIPLE  WHAMMY  has  to  be  seen  to  be  believed  with  its 
yellow  standards,  wide  yellow  border  on  the  falls,  and  BRIGHT  purple  beard  and 
long  purple  horns  on  a  stalk  that  towers  above  almost  everything  else. 

Two  seedlings  by  Gary  Sides  were  looking  quite  nice.  D32-F17A  is  a  medium 
height  iris  with  pink  standards  and  flaring  falls  in  lavender  blue.  Sides  B38-D8,  a 
purple  plicata,  has  a  purple  stripe  in  the  flared  falls.  Both  seedlings  were  dis 
tinctive.  David  Mohr’s  FULL  MOON  RISING  (89)  has  a  gorgeous  light  yellow 
flower  all  ruffled  and  laced.  Excellent!  Mary  Dunn’s  SCOTCH  (92)  is  a  golden 
butterscotch  dressed  in  ruffles  and  with  a  beard  the  same  color;  I  liked  it  much. 
Not  guesting  here  or  at  the  convention,  but  blooming  in  the  Watson  garden  was 
my  favorite  Mary  Dunn  iris  at  Atlanta:  the  Louisiana  COUP  DE  GRACE  (91),  an 
iris  of  magnificent  color  contrasts  in  various  shades  of  orchid  and  wine,  with 
ruffles  and  elan. 

The  Willotf  s  BRGWNBERRY  (87),  border  bearded,  was  just  opening  in  a  good 
growing  clump.  This  nearly  perfectly  proportioned  brown  plicata  on  white 
ground  just  sparkles  with  charm  and  energy.  The  late  Henry  Danielson’s  short  IB 
HEART  THUMPER  (89)  was  looking  very  perky  in  peachy  pink,  with  an  orange 
overlay  on  the  falls  and  bright  orange  beards. 

The  setting  in  which  we  viewed  the  bearded  irises  was  enhanced  by  an  array  of 
well  grown  perennials,  including  the  old  double  columbine  “Nora  Barlow,”  with 
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petals  of  soft  red  and  pale  green.  This  fairy-like  variant  of  Aquilegia  vulgaris  was 
called  the  “Rose  Columbine”  in  Victorian  times,  and  really  ought  to  be  more 
widely  grown.  Foam  flowers  ( Tiarella  cordifolia),  white  spiderworts  (Tradescantia 
virginiana),  fennel  and  other  perennials  graced  the  borders.  Most  wonderful  of  all 
were  the  Cheddar  pinks  ( dianthus  gratianopolitarms)  growing  in  masses, 
seemingly  everywhere,  their  rose-colored  flowers  filling  the  air  with  an  intox- 
icatingly  sweet  fragrance.  Over  the  fence  in  front  of  the  iris  beds,  Banksia  lutea 
roses  displayed  their  rambling  branches  and  lovely  clusters  of  soft  yellow  flowers. 

The  grounds  of  Bellmere  are  far  too  extensive  to  view  in  a  one-hour  tour  stop, 
and  once  I  saw  the  bearded  iris  beds  I  just  put  my  pen  and  note  pad  away  and 
enjoyed  the  experience.  Down  a  wooded  path,  past  expanses  of  ferns  and 
trilliums  in  bloom,  over  bridges,  over  hill  and  dale  1  wondered.  Behind  the  pool 
house  was  a  charming  garden  with  formal  pools  from  which  large  plantings  of  Iris 
pseudacorus  sent  great  stalks  of  yellow  flowers  before  an  alcove  in  which  stone 
cherubs  played  with  a  sheep.  In  another  pool  the  white  Louisiana  HER  HIGH¬ 
NESS  was  in  bloom  along  with  a  well-grown  clump  of  Iris  laevigata  variegata. 
Helleborus  and  Dutch  irises  were  also  in  bloom.  Beside  the  pool  house  a 
spectacular  red  rhododendron  almost  blinded  those  who  walked  by. 

Large  hedges  of  holly  run  between  the  front  of  the  magnificent  Georgian  house 
and  the  large  pond.  Swans,  black  and  white  ducks,  grey  geese  and  cute  goslings 
put  on  a  water  ballet  for  those  of  us  who  ventured  over  to  see  them.  It  was  a  good 
show. 

Some  of  our  tour  members  never  made  it  out  of  the  pool  house  where  refresh¬ 
ments  were  served.  If  one  were  to  give  an  accurate  and  complete  description  of  all 
that  was  to  be  seen  in  the  pool  house,  we  would  need  more  than  one  issue  of  the 
Bulletin.  As  a  collector  of  iris  books,  I  was  in  a  state  of  awe.  Laid  out  on  a  table  for 
all  to  view  was  a  great  collection  of  floras,  books  with  botanical  drawings  of  irises, 
and  assorted  other  iris  books.  Mike  Lowe  commented  that  the  least  rare  item  in 
the  display  was  the  first  edition  The  Genus  Iris. 

There  were  rare  and  fine  objets  d’art  throughout  the  pool  house.  Of  most 
interest  to  iris  devotees  was  a  cabinet  filled  with  fine  china  plates  with  iris  designs 
of  various  sorts  and  porcelain  irises  of  many  shapes  and  hues.  It  was  the  finest 
collection  I  have  seen,  and  I  would  doubt  there  is  a  match  for  it  anywhere.  There 
was  an  exceptional  collection  of  carnival  glass  with  some  really  unusual  pieces  on 
display.  There  were  also  some  exquisite  prints  of  irises  and  other  flora  decorating 
the  walls. 

There  was  something  for  everyone  to  enjoy  Although  I  did  not  get  the 
opportunity  to  meet  Mrs.  Smith,  those  who  know  her  tell  me  that  her  presence 
would  have  made  the  visit  even  more  charming  and  pleasant.  And  I  am  sure  that 
is  true.  As  it  was,  however,  a  grand  time  was  had  by  all.  We  saw  some  lovely  irises, 
beautiful  gardens,  magnificent  books  and  many  splendid  art  objects.  Deen  Day 
Smith,  thank  you  for  letting  us  share  your  beautiful  garden. 
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Lewis  Garden 


LEWIS  GARDEN 

Jim  Morris  (Missouri) 


Mere  words  will  be  inadequate  to  describe  the  magnificant  garden  and  grounds 
of  Maurice  and  Laura  Lewis  in  Conyers,  Georgia.  Pictures  help.  Sloping  down 
from  the  house,  under  the  high  shade  of  mature  pine  trees,  this  garden  is  what  you 
wish  and  dream  that  your  garden  will  look  like. 

A  true  family  effort  that  began  with  receipt  in  1982  of  a  harmless,  innocent 
looking  plant  called  an  iris,  the  garden  has  become  a  show  place.  A  poster  in  the 
garden  expressed  in  pictures  and  words  the  ground  preparation,  planting  and 
weeding  prowess  of  Maurice,  Laura,  sons  Val  and  David,  other  family  members 
and  many  volunteers. 

There  is  something  for  everyone  in  this  garden,  from  medians  and  species 
through  Siberians,  rebloomers,  Louisianas  and  historic  iris  to  the  newest  tall 
bearded.  There  are  wonderful  companion  plantings  of  Johnny  jump-ups,  di- 
anthus  plumeris,  veronica,  creeping  Jennie  and  blue  spruce  sedum.  Magnificent 
pansies  edged  many  beds  in  color  coordinated  glory.  Well  grown  older  TB 
varieties  were  planted  three  deep  in  raised  beds  mulched  with  pine  needles. 
Among  those  performing  well  were  GOING  MY  WAY  (Gibson  72),  MARY 
FRANCES  (Gaulter  71),  TECHNY  CHIMES  (Bro.  Charles  55),  CREAM  TAF¬ 
FETA  (Rudolph  70)  and  FIVE  STAR  ADMIRAL  (Marsh  74). 

Three  huge  clumps  of  SCHORTMAN’S  GARNET  RUFFLES  (Schortman  81) 
in  deep  garnet  red  was  a  delight.  Iris  tectorum  was  growing  in  profusion  along  a 
split  rail  fence  fronting  a  gazebo,  behind  which  was  growing  a  beautiful  hybrid  red 
clover.  A  bed  of  rebloomers  included  HOLY  NIGHT  (Mohr  83),  a  tall  royal  purple 
and  GLACIER  KING  (Carson  86),  a  pale  blue  with  a  lemon  yellow  beard. 

The  pond  area  was  well  constructed  and  included  horsetail  (equigetum 
hyemale)  and  the  Louisianas  ANN  CHOWNING  (Chowning  77)  and  DIXIE  DEB 
(Chowning  51). 


Laura  Lewis 
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Guest  irises  performing  well  were  ATLANTIC  MIST  (Hedgecock  91)  a  bluish 
lavender  out  of  NAVY  STRUT  x  PACIFIC  MIST ;  DRUM  ROLL  (Hager  92),  a  huge 
blue;  ELEGANT  ADDITION  (Dexter  89),  clean,  fresh  pale  blue  amoena;  MISS 
GUINNETT  (Turner  86),  a  big  tan-bronze  with  some  yellow  and  lavender  infu¬ 
sion;  WOWZER  (Burseen  91)  with  mellow  yellow  standards,  yellow  ground  falls 
dotted  red  with  a  violet  line;  E.  Kegerise’s  TATIANA  with  a  yellow  show  stalk;  and 
R.  Annand  seedling  85-8A,  a  smoky  yellow  dotted  grey-purple — a  “kook”  as  the 
late  Dorothy  Palmer  would  say. 

Medians  were  represented  with  the  last  bloom  of  SERENITY  PRAYER  (P.  Dyer 
89),  an  SDB  in  creamy  white  flushed  light  yellow  SI  SI  (Rowlan  87),  MTB,  golden 
yellow  with  some  white  and  brown  veining;  and  OMAR  THE  TENTMAKER 
(Boswell  89),  an  arilbred  median  with  medium  blue  standards  and  falls  of  grey- 
green. 

Other  irises  looking  good  included  NIGHT  AFFAIR  (Luihn  81),  PACIFIC 
SHORES  (Babson  79),  PAINTED  PLIC  (Ensminger),  PACIFIC  TIDE  (Cowdery 
86),  VICTORIA  FALLS  (Schreiner  77),  LADY  FRIEND  (Ghio  81),  JESSE’S 
SONG  (Williamson  83),  DOVER  BEACH  (Nearpass  70),  BUBBLING  OVER 
(Ghio  86)  and  EDITH  WOLFORD  (Hager  86). 

In  addition  to  wonderful  memories  of  this  garden,  all  visitors  also  took  home 
samples  of  white  Georgia  rocks.  And  I  didn’t  even  discuss  the  delicious  snacks! 
Our  thanks  to  the  Lewises  for  opening  their  garden  to  us.  We  are  rich  indeed  from 
the  experience. 


The  Lewis  Garden 
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THE  HAWKINS  GARDEN 

Carol  Warner  (Maryland) 


Carolyn  Hawkin’s  beautifully  landscaped  residential  garden  was  the  first  stop 
on  my  delightful  tour  of  Atlanta  area  gardens.  Carolyn’s  love  of  horticulture  was 
evident  throughout  the  immaculately  maintained  garden.  She  is  a  National 
Council  Flower  Show  School  Horticulture  Instructor  and  uses  her  extensive 
collection  of  many  groups  of  plants  to  exhibit  in  garden  club  shows. 

The  white  Siberian  SNOWCREST  and  a  nice  collection  of  various  colors  of 
I.  virginica  and  I.  versicolor  greeted  visitors  at  the  front  of  the  house.  Very  neat 
garden  edges  and  borders  of  Mondo  grass  contributed  to  our  first  impression  of 
orderliness  and  neatness  in  Carolyn’s  gardens. 

Carolyn  told  us  that  there  had  been  35"  of  rain  and  only  10  days  of  sun  in  The 
Spring  of  1991  but  many  of  the  guest  irises  were  performing  well  for  1992.  They 
were  planted  on  little  hills  to  allow  for  drainage.  LADY  JULIET,  a  lavender  and 
yellow  by  Hooker  Nichols,  showed  very  interesting  colors  especially  contrasting 
with  the  brown  buds.  HEAVENLY  THERESE  (Carr  ’89)  was  a  nice  pale  pink  with 
three  open  flowers  on  a  beautiful  show  stalk.  PANDORA’S  PURPLE,  WHOOP- 
EM-UP  and  SUPERSTITION  looked  excellent.  The  Louisianas  which  tried  to 
steal  the  show  in  most  every  garden  were  also  nice  here.  HER  HIGHNESS,  a  very 
tall  tailored  white,  ACADIAN  MISS,  and  ANN  CHOWNING,  a  rich  red,  were  very 
impressive.  Sterling  Innerst’s  new  introduction  BERTWISTLE,  a  white  with  a 
yellow  rim,  was  very  nice.  87-47A  by  Lyle  Fort,  a  blue  with  an  orange  beard, 
exhibited  a  high  bud  count  in  a  year  when  bud  count  seemed  very  limited. 

Our  hostess  had  time  to  answer  many  questions  from  a  whole  bus  load  of 
irisarians  seeing  a  great  variety  of  unfamiliar  shrubs,  trees  and  perennials.  Pyra- 
cantha  in  bloom  on  a  post  and  rail  fence,  poppies,  shasta  daisies,  ranunculus, 
several  varieties  of  aucuba,  Oakleaf  Hydrangea,  a  spirea  hedge  and  tulip  poplar 
trees  all  vied  for  attention.  At  least  three  varieties  of  Helleborus  niger  and  a  wood 
geranium,  G.  “Claridge  Druce,  ”  grew  happily  in  a  very  shady  area  of  the  garden. 
The  hostas  GOLDEN  TIARA,  SHADE  FANFARE,  KROSA  REGAL,  BIG  DAD¬ 
DY,  FRANCES  WILLIAMS  and  GOLD  STANDARD  were  beautiful  specimens.  A 
red  amaryllis  winters  over  in  elevated  beds  on  the  south  side  of  the  house.  A 
collection  of  ivys,  succulents,  and  other  ground  covers,  a  wild  flower  garden,  I 
pseudacorus,  I.  tectorum,  sedums  and  lychnis  were  a  joy  to  behold.  Clero- 
dendron  thomsonae  verbenaceae,  a  bleeding  heart  vine  native  to  tropical  Africa, 
wintered  in  the  house  and  planted  in  the  garden  for  the  summer  was  an  outstand¬ 
ing  focal  point  next  to  Carolyn’s  deck.  A  large  ten  year  old  cryptomeria  (Japanese 
Christmas  Tree)  was  happy  growing  in  the  front  yard  near  the  house. 

There  was  evidence  everywhere  of  Carolyn’s  care  and  grooming  to  produce  an 
absolutely  impeccable  garden  display 
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Carolyn  Hawkins 


Hawkins  Garden 


Milt  and  Pauline  Jellum 


JELLUM  GARDEN 

Beverly  Dopke  (Arizona) 

The  charming  hosts  of  Bud  Creek  Farms  are  Milt  and  Pauline  Jellum.  This  farm 
specializes  in  ‘Pick-Your-Own’  fruits  and  Christmas  trees.  The  farm  sales  building 
is  an  old  turn-of-the  century  “shotgun  house.  ”  You  might  ask  what  kind  of  house 
is  this?  It  is  one  where  you  open  the  front  door  and  you  can  shoot  straight  through 
and  out  the  back  door.  Customers  can  enjoy  about  250  irises  and  an  equal 
number  of  daylilies  when  they  come  to  pick  fruit. 

The  guest  planting  is  behind  the  house  toward  the  back  of  the  property.  A 
backdrop  of  mature  trees  shows  off  the  irises  nicely.  INCAN  LEGACY  (A.  Fort) 
antique  gold  self  with  good  branching.  LOVERS  DREAM  (F.  Carr)  baby-ribbon 
pink,  darker  streak  on  falls  pink-tangerine  beard.  Very  round  falls  plenty  of  buds. 
SPECIAL  FEATURE  (M.  Osborne)  blue-violet  with  ruffled  flounces,  almost  as 
wide  as  the  falls.  Very  interesting.  NEWLYWED  (Ghio)  Beautiful  rose-violet  with 
a  brown  halo  on  the  falls.  Well  branched  but  blooming  on  all  fans.  MAJESTIC 
INTERLUDE  (Ev.  Kegerise)  deep  irridesent  blue  violet-purple  with  bronze  beards 
deep  in  the  throat.  MISS  GUINETTE  (H.  Turner)  Runner-up  for  the  President’s 
Cup.  Dark  honey  brown,  lavender  blaze  on  falls  below  gold  beards.  Very  large 
and  tall.  SIGHS  AND  WHISPERS  (P.  Black)  lavender-white  stands,  falls  pristine 
white  with  a  1  inch  lavender  band  on  the  edge.  TRACE  (M.  Dunn)  lovely  lavender 
and  white  plicata.  Ballerina  flared  falls.  Stands  lightly  touched  with  lavender. 

PARFAIT  DELIGHT  (H.  Shockey)  cool  apricot  cream  stands  with  pink  flush  in 
midrib.  Falls  are  pristine  white  falls  with  apricot-cream  banding,  tangerine  beard. 


36 


Jellum  Garden 


Very  ruffled,  well  branched  and  budded.  SPANISH  ANGEL  (H.  Rowlan)  toasted 
honey  brown  with  long  gold  horns.  Falls  have  a  half  inch  gold  band  around  the 
edge.  MIDNIGHT  DANCER  (Schreiners)  black-black  from  the  purple  side  with 
blue-black  beards.  Very  flared  and  ruffled.  SUPREME  SULTAN  (Schreiners) 
variegata.  A  beautiful  flower  on  a  super  stalk.  Gold  stands  with  ruby  falls  brown- 
gold  beards.  PREMIER  EDITION  (Schreiners)  blue  and  white  amoena.  Well 
domed  stands,  smooth  blue  falls,  white  beards. 

HIGH  DREAMER  (J.  Gatty)  golden  butterscotch  stands,  deep  red-purple  falls, 
white  beard.  Super!  SMART  ALECK  (J.  Gatty)  this  is  well  named.  Yellow-gold 
stands,  red-purple  falls  with  narrow  gold  bands  on  the  edge.  Super  grower,  Sdlg. 
86-1  (H.  Stahly)  black  black  black  very  ruffled  stands  and  falls.  The  styles  and 
beard  are  the  same  color.  Sdlg.  #86-5  (H.  Stahly)  Another  beautiful  black.  The 
blackest  I  have  ever  seen  anywhere.  Falls  are  round  ruffled,  beards  and  styles  to 
match.  These  two  are  worth  watching  for  when  introduced.  STARLIT  VELVET 
(H.  Stahly)  black  from  the  red  side  with  a  half  moon  of  white  below  the  beard. 
Ruffled  with  excellent  branching.  HEAVEN’S  SHORE  (G.  Gaddie)  blue-violet 
with  a  lighter  flash  on  falls.  White  beard  tipped  gold.  Nicely  ruffled. 

ANNE  GADDIE  (G.  Gaddie)  Pink  stands  touched  cranberry  at  the  midrib  and 
edges.  Falls  cranberry.  Very,  very  ruffled.  Beard  is  tangerine.  RUTH  PORTER 
WARING  (J.  Durrance)  rose-red  from  the  brown  side,  dark  honey  colored  band¬ 
ing  on  the  falls,  slight  pink  spot  just  below  beard.  Rose  colored  stands.  PINK  BOA, 
(J.  Hoage)  a  lacy  medium  pink.  Very  ruffled,  very  large.  White  blaze  on  falls  below 
tangerine  beard.  Forms  a  large  clump. 

KATHERINE  ANNE  (J.  Hoage)  cool  white  with  a  touch  of  green,  red  beards. 
CHAMPAGNE  ELEGANCE  (D.  Niswonger)  stands  lavender-pink,  falls  cham¬ 
pagne  buff,  narrow  band  on  edge  of  stands  the  color  of  the  falls.  Gold  beards. 
Very  wide  and  ruffled.  The  styles  are  flounced  and  laced.  FRINGE  BENEFITS  (B. 
Hager)  Very  laced  yellow-orange.  Well  ruffled  and  branched.  Great.  MOTHER 
EARTH  (B.  Hager)  beautiful  blue-lavender  with  some  gold  on  the  stands,  wide 
lavender  falls.  WORLD  CLASS  (B.  Hager)  white  stands  very  clean.  Falls  violet 
with  narrow  white  band.  TINTED  CRYSTAL  (B.  Hager)  light  blue  strands,  silvery 
blue  falls.  White  beards  tipped  gold  in  the  throat.  Well  branched  and  budded  with 
4  open  fresh  blooms.  ALPINE  GOLD  (R.  Jefferies)  an  IB.  lemon  yellow  and  gold 
bitone.  Well  formed  and  very  nice.  RAINDANCE  KID  (T.  Aitken)  another  IB. 
Medium  blue  self.  Nicely  domed  stands  and  flaring  falls,  gold  beards  tipped  blue. 

BALLERINA  PRINCESS  (J.  Stadler)  BB  Plicata  with  white  stands  tinged  the 
color  of  falls  with  falls  with  V2  inch  band  of  lavender-blue  band.  Very  well 
branched  and  nicely  within  class. 

These  iris  beds  are  all  planted  in  mound  rows  with  grass  paths  between  each 
row  which  makes  viewing  the  irises  very  easy.  A  drip  irrigation  method  is  in  use. 
Foliage  is  very  clean  and  healthy.  This  area  of  the  country  has  been  hit  with  soft  rot 
and  lost  many  guest  plants.  This  garden  looks  like  it  escaped  this  problem, 
because  most  of  the  clumps  seem  to  be  2  year  plantings.  It  was  hard  to  leave  this 
great  garden.  Thanks  for  making  us  so  welcome. 
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THE  LOCKERLY  ARBORETUM 

Melody  Wilhoit  (Illinois) 

Located  about  100  miles  south-east  of  Atlanta  is  the  47  acre  Lockerly  Ar¬ 
boretum  which  guested  the  largest  planting  of  guest  irises  for  the  1992  AIS 
Convention.  The  arboretum  is  near  the  historic  town  of  Milledgeville,  Georgia, 
once  the  state  capital.  The  arboretum  has  developed  walking  trails  as  well  as 
driving  roads.  A  Greek  revival  temple  house  on  the  adjacent  grounds  is  owned  by 
the  English  China  Clay  Company  and  was  built  in  the  1880’s. 

The  arboretum  has  a  vineyard  with  both  French  and  American  grapevines,  300 
different  rhododendrons,  a  hawthorne  collection,  native  azaleas,  an  herb  garden, 
several  different  aquatic  plants  in  and  around  the  large  pond,  and  many  trees  and 
shrubs  which  are  labeled  and  catalogued.  There  is  also  a  woods  museum  that 
showed  cross-sections  of  all  the  trees.  A  bald  cypress  from  1682  to  1983  meas¬ 
ured  4  to  5  feet  across.  Other  trees  of  interest  were  the  Asiatic  Redbud  (Judas 
Tree),  the  Dwarf  Ohio  Buckeye,  the  Blue  Japanese  Oak,  Japanese  Maples,  yellow 
poplars,  and  numerous  persimmon  trees.  A  beautiful  white  viburnum  was  in  full 
bloom.  The  herb  garden  was  of  special  interest  to  me  as  there  were  a  wide  variety 
of  herbs  including  the  beautiful  copper  fennel,  scented  geraniums,  and  a  5' 
rosemary  plant.  Also  on  the  grounds  were  greenhouses  and  a  library.  Instead  of 
being  a  “showplace  garden,”  the  Lockerly  Arboretum  would  rather  be  consid¬ 
ered  a  horticultural  laboratory. 

Elizabeth  Threlkeld  initiated  the  iris  plantings  at  Lockerly  but  has  since  under¬ 
taken  graduate  studies,  and  now  Murali  Thirumal,  a  native  of  Sri  Lanka  (Ceylon) 
and  a  biology  graduate  of  Georgia  College  in  Milledgeville,  oversees  the  plant¬ 
ings.  In  his  native  country,  Murali  worked  closely  with  the  captive  elephant 
breeding  program  of  the  World  Wildlife  Fund.  Since  1986  he  has  lived  in  the  U.S. 
and  has  been  working  with  irises  for  3V2  years.  Murali’s  favorites  are  the  MTB’s 
and  the  Siberians  while  Elizabeth  likes  the  tall-beardeds  and  the  Louisianas. 

Many  irises  rotted  to  winter  rot  with  the  fewest  losses  to  summer  rot.  Bearded 
irises  were  grown  in  raised  beds  edged  in  native  granite  stones.  Summer  rot  was 
treated  with  terraclor  and  sprayed  every  week.  Cygon  and  Benlate  were  sprayed 
every  two  weeks  prior  to  bloom  time.  Cygon  and  Tamic  (I’m  not  sure  I  spelled  this 
product  right,  as  I’m  not  familiar  with  it)  were  sprayed  for  aphids  every  two  weeks. 

Bearded  irises  doing  well  were:  87-T-l  (Rowlan)  a  cute  MTB  with  white  ground 
and  light  lavender  stitching,  very  much  in  proportion,  83119  (Willott),  a  BB  with 
gold  standards  and  white  falls  banded  gold,  plicated  brown  at  the  hafts;  quite 
ruffled,  88-164-K2  (Ghio)  a  nice  toasty  orange,  2397-3  (Innerst)  a  nice  white  and 
rosy  mauve  of  medium  height  with  excellent  stalks.  Named  varieties  showing-off 
were:  HELEN’S  CHOICE  (H.  Schafer)  very  ruffled  light  lavender-orchid,  well- 
branched,  PURPLE  POWER  (H.  Schafer)  iridescent  purple  with  lots  of  buds  and 
nice  stalks,  BIG  SKY  (Hager)  a  lovely  sky  blue  with  good  branching,  ENVI¬ 
SIONED  BEAUTY  (Nichols)  a  bicolor  plicata  of  rose  and  burgundy,  SUNKIST 
FRILLS  (Palmer/Hahn)  a  yellow  with  excellent  form,  a  white  blaze  on  the  falls,  I 
LOVE  YOU  (Gartman)  a  large  yellow  and  white,  well  formed  with  good  sub¬ 
stance  and  nice  stalks,  URGENT  (Nichols)  a  pretty  orange  with  good  branching. 


38 


Louisianas  and  Siberians  were  planted  around  and  near  the  pond  area.  The 
pond  had  wooden  bridges,  a  wood  duck  house,  blooming  waterlilies,  lotus,  and 
many  aquatic  and  floating  water  plants.  Elizabeth  said  Peters  fertilizer  (20-20-20) 
was  used  on  the  Louisianas.  Louisianas  showing  off  were:  84-LA-l  (Rowlan)  a 
bright  red-purple  with  a  gold  triangular  signal,  86-LA-5  (Rowlan)  lacy  cream  with 
yellow  veining  at  hafts,  LUCIENNA  (Faggard  86)  a  large  medium  blue  of  gigan- 
ticaerulea  form,  BULLDOG  BLUE  (Faggard  84)  a  large,  strong  blue-violet,  ICE 
ANGEL  (Faggard  91)  beautiful  icy-blue-white,  FLAME  ON  (Rowlan  86)  cardinal- 
red  with  large  yellow  flame-type  signal,  VOODOO  MUSIC  (Rowlan  88)  ruffled 
violet-purple  with  a  yellow  sunray  signal  patch,  IDLE  GOSSIP  (Rowlan  88) 
ruffled  dark  red-purple  with  a  large  lancehead  signal  of  gold,  ROCKY  MAR¬ 
RIAGE  (Rowlan  89)  rhodonite  red  with  a  sunray  raised  signal,  an  orange  line 
bordered  a  cream  signal,  TWIRLING  BALLERINA  (Rowlan  88)  pearly-pink  with 
a  6-pointed  star-shaped  signal  lined  in  cardinal-red,  and  a  huge  planting  of  the 
white  HER  HIGHNESS  was  stunning  growing  near  the  edge  of  the  pond. 

As  usual,  the  whistle  blew  much  too  quickly,  and  we  didn’t  have  enough  time  to 
enjoy  all  of  the  varied  plant  material.  It  would  take  a  whole  day  to  see  it  all!  Thank- 
you  Elizabeth  and  Murali! 


Morali  Thirumal  &  Elizabeth  Threlkeld  at  Lockerly  Arboretum 
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THE  TURNER  GARDEN 

Jerry  Wilhoit  (Illinois) 


Harry  and  Juanita  Turner  have  lived  and  gardened  for  19  years  in  Snellville, 
Georgia.  Snellville  is  just  a  bit  east  and  north  of  Atlanta.  Their  wonderful  garden 
had  17  beds  including  a  greenhouse  where  exotic  tropical  plants  such  as  plumeria 
(the  Hawaiian  lei  plant)  and  pineapple  plants  were  grown.  Two  nice-sized  pineap¬ 
ples  had  formed  and  were  on  display  for  all  to  admire  in  the  corner  of  the  garage. 
Harry  also  hybridizes  the  amaryllis.  Roses  were  added  to  the  garden  in  1991. 
Sweet  William  plants  lined  the  front  walk,  and  a  huge  rhododendron  and  some 
nice  azaleas  framed  the  front  of  the  ranch-style  brick  home. 

The  Turners  have  been  growing  irises  for  30  years  and  serious  hybridizing  for 
Harry  began  in  the  1980’s.  Harry  and  Juanita  have  attended  every  AIS  conven¬ 
tion  since  1962  with  the  exception  of  two.  Harry  has  no  specific  goals  in  hybridiz¬ 
ing.  He  just  lets  Mother  Nature  take  her  course  and  selects  the  best.  He  likes 
candelabra  branching  and  dislikes  close  and  toe-in  branching.  It  was  evident  that 
Harry’s  seedlings  had  good  branching. 

Rot  was  a  problem  in  the  Turners’  Snellville  Iris  Garden.  This  rot  began  early  in 
the  spring.  Lifting  of  the  clumps  that  rotted  was  the  best  treatment.  The  elevated 
beds  also  helped.  Gypsum  and  ground  pine  bark  were  the  soil  amendments 
used.  The  PH  of  the  soil  tested  6.35-7.00.  Tests  were  made  in  the  Turner  garden 
as  to  planting  depths  and  soil  amendments  using  Harry’s  seedlings.  Four  planting 
methods  were  compared — planting  at  a  two  inch  depth,  surface  planted,  surface 
planted  with  a  two  inch  mulch,  and  planted  on  top  of  a  two  inch  mulch.  Seedlings 
surface  planted  appeared  to  be  more  vigorous  growers.  A  comparison  was  also 
made  on  survival  and  growth  of  seedlings  planted  in  soil  treated  with  sulfur, 
gypsum  and  no  treatment.  Treatment  had  little  or  no  effect  on  the  seedlings.  Soil 
treated  with  gypsum  or  no  treatment  produced  more  rhizomes  and  sulfur  appears 
to  have  had  a  detrimental  effect  on  plant  growth.  To  sum  up  rhizomes  should  be 
planted  on  the  surface  and  gypsum  could  be  beneficial  as  an  amendment  to  the 
soil. 

Siberian  irises  were  well  grown,  but  plants  were  short  Large  clumps  of  BLUE 
PENNANT  were  blooming  well.  Louisianas  were  blooming  well  in  deep-shaded 
beds.  DIXIE  DEB  and  CLYDE  REDMOND  were  the  stars  in  the  Louisiana  beds. 

Bearded  irises  of  special  note  were:  SILVERADO  (Schreiner  87)  beautiful 
silvery  light  blue-lavender,  SUPREME  LADY  (Stadler  90)  nice  pink  with  a  small 
lavender  streak  below  the  beard;  well  branched  stalks,  MUCH  OBLIGED  (Hager 
92)  very  ruffled  medium  blue;  nice  stalks,  THROB  (Weiler  91)  large,  laced  bright 
yellow  with  an  orange  beard,  AARON’S  BLUEBELLS  (Poole  90)  wide,  ruffled 
medium  powder  blue  with  falls  that  overlap,  AGNES  HALE  (Turner  86)  a  well- 
branched  peachy-apricot  with  7  to  8  buds.  Harry  had  a  whole  bed  of  AGNES 
HALE  4  to  5  feet  wide  and  about  30'  in  length.  It  put  on  quite  a  show.  This  iris 
went  on  to  win  the  President’s  Cup  at  the  AIS  Awards  Banquet.  Other  beardeds  of 
note  were:  5-86-1  (Turner)  soft  apricot  with  white  fall  patch,  light  brown  plicata 
marks  at  the  haft  area.  We  liked  this  seedling  better  than  AGNES  HALE,  as  it  had 
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better  formed  flowers  and  heavier  substance,  HORATIO  (Hager  91)  large  medi¬ 
um  lavender  with  orange  beard  tipped  white,  T  23  6  (Gatty)  wide,  ruffled  light 
pink  with  falls  that  overlap,  MAGIC  WISH  (Hager  90)  light  lavender-pink  with  a 
deeper  lavender  beard  &  lacy  edgings,  FALLING  IN  LOVE  (Hager  90)  well- 
branched  light  pink  with  tangerine  beards,  THINK  BIG  (Hager  89)  if  you  like  big 
flowers,  you’ll  love  this  huge,  deep  purple  &  WORLD  CLASS  (Hager  90)  a  white 
and  violet  amoena. 

Several  years  ago  an  iris  hybridizer  told  Harry  that  he  couldn’t  grow  tall- 
bearded  irises  in  his  area.  Well,  Hurry  proved  him/her  that  he  could  grow  the  TB’s 
and  quite  well  to  boot!  Winning  the  President’s  Cup  just  iced  the  cake!  Way  to  go 
Harry! 


BETTY  HARTZOG  GARDEN 


Bobbie  Shepard  (Arizona) 


I  must  first  say  that  I  felt  the  Atlanta  Convention  was  a  wonderful  success.  They 
over  powered  many  problems  and  did  a  great  job.  All  the  gardens  were  delightful! 

Betty’s  garden  was  only  started  in  the  summer  of  ’9L  She  absorbed  all  the 
guest  irises  from  the  Horticulture  Garden  of  the  University  of  Georgia. 

When  we  got  off  the  bus,  a  very  tidy  front  yard  greeted  us.  A  stuffed  doll  baby 
was  sitting  quietly  in  a  rocking  chair  on  the  front  porch  with  her  black  braids  neat 
and  tidy.  We  went  around  the  house  to  a  very  lovely  rear  yard,  neat  beds  all  lined 
with  concrete  core  borders.  The  beds  were  accented  with  pansy,  Sweet  William, 
Gerbera  Daisy,  Oregon  grape  holly  with  berries  and  blueberry  bushes.  An  elusive 
bird  was  singing  a  beautiful  song  from  his  perch  in  a  large  pecan  tree.  A  very 
peaceful  garden  in  which  to  just  sit  and  relax. 

Many  irises  were  in  full  bud  ready  to  open  for  the  third  day  visitors.  HOT  TO 
TROT  (McWhirter  ’91)  was  a  show-off.  Its  bright  colors  and  great  branching  make 
it  a  winner.  FRINGE  BENEFITS  (Hager  ’88)  was  as  delightful  as  it  is  here  in 
Arizona.  It  is  a  bright  shade  of  orange  with  much  lace.  JESSE’S  SONG  was  very 
prominent,  showing  up  like  the  Dykes  winner  that  she  is.  I  noticed  SPEED  LIMIT 
(L.  Lauer  ’92)  in  this  garden  and  a  couple  of  the  others.  It  is  a  large  violet  with  a 
white  blaze  and  white  beard  to  set  it  off.  Two  of  Mary  Dunn’s  new  introductions 
SCOTCH,  a  butterscotch  with  large  blooms  and  OBA  OBA,  a  violet  purple  with 
white  varigation,  were  doing  their  thing.  Some  old  favorites  in  bloom  were  MARY 
FRANCES,  THEATRE,  VARGA  GIRL,  BLUE  EYED  BLONDE,  and  MARY  ANN 
WILDEBEAST.  Much  to  my  delight  I  found  DIXIE  DEB  in  very  good  bloom.  It 
wasn’t  as  tall  as  it  should  be,  but  it  was  a  perfectly  proportioned  stalk.  As  old  as  it 
is,  it  never  fails  to  put  on  a  show. 

Betty  has  a  patio-greenhouse  room.  I  was  intrigued  with  all  the  plants  I  could 
see  blooming  and  growing.  She  had  a  beautiful  rabbit-foot  fern,  peanut  cactus  in 
bloom,  varigated  bouganvilla  in  a  hanging  pot,  and  many  other  much  loved 
plants  for  everyone’s  enjoyment. 

Thank  you,  Betty,  for  having  your  garden  on  the  convention  schedule  and  for 
doing  such  a  great  job  of  growing  all  your  irises. 
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Juanita  &  Harry  Turner 


Turner  Garden 


Betty  Hartzog 
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JEAN  AND  JERRY  KOPP  GARDEN 

Larry  Harder  (Nebraska) 

Tally-ho!  One  could  almost  hear  the  shout  coming  from  the  mystical  rider  upon 
the  gallant  horse  that  was  right  at  the  heels  of  the  pack  of  hounds  who  were 
following  the  scent  of  the  fox.  The  fox  was  swiftly  running  in  front  of  the  pack 
waiting  for  the  chance  to  find  an  escape  route  to  safety.  The  Yaupon  holly  topiary 
figures  were  racing  across  the  backyard  of  the  Jerry  and  Jean  Kopp  garden.  Jean 
Kopp  has  been  slowly  creating  these  delightful  figures  from  the  small  youpon 
holly  bushes  she  had  planted,  to  me,  seemingly  just  a  short  while  ago,  and  the 
dogs  and  wily  bushy  tailed  fox  were  very  wonderfully  done.  These  topiary  figures 
in  a  convention  garden  were  something  new  and  different  for  the  jaded  eyes  of  all 
of  the  visiting  irisians.  It  truly  was  something  entirely  new  and  wonderful  to  be 
viewed  and  admired  for  the  industry  and  artistry  that  it  took  to  accomplish. 

This  delightful  garden  was  full  of  other  surprizes  as  well.  Rounding  the  corner  of 
the  house,  tucked  well  into  an  almost  hidden  recess,  was  the  glass-topped 
breakfast  table  and  wrought-iron  chairs  in  a  brilliant  shade  of  yellow,  all  set,  ready 
for  one  to  partake  of  the  morning  meal  in  lovely  repose  and  tete-a-tete. 

Another  area  of  the  garden  was  set  up  for  one  to  take  a  rest  from  a  busy  day  of 
gardening,  or  other  strenuous  activity  one  could  easily  devise  in  this  garden,  with 
the  lounge  all  set  up  for  one,  with  iced  tea  handy,  and  the  radio  softly  playing,  and 
the  sunglasses  ready  for  a  snooze  under  the  shades. 

But  the  iris  folks  were  not  in  the  mood  to  sit  and  relax,  not  even  in  the  delightful 
gazebo  dominating  the  backyard  near  the  lakefront.  They  might  have  taken  a 
spot  of  tea,  or  had  a  glass  of  cooling  punch  being  served  by  one  of  Mrs.  Kopp’s 
friends.  Or  they  might  have  taken  a  bit  of  refreshment  from  the  back  patio  which 
was  highlighted  by  another  of  the  delightful  topiary  creations,  this  one  being  a 
spiral  tree  situated  right  by  the  steps  that  led  up  to  the  patio  where  one  could  get 
cookies  and  other  goodies  so  lavishly  served  in  each  and  every  garden  on  the 
tours. 

HIPS  (Historical  Iris  Preservation  Society)  members  had  a  delightful  time 
trying  to  identify  the  many  irises  which  in  many  cases  were  unlabeled  and  were 
planted  in  various  areas  of  the  garden.  These  were  irises  gathered  from  mothers, 
grandmothers  and  friends  before  the  onset  of  the  collecting  of  modern  irises  took 
hold.  The  newly  acquired  plants  were  mostly  located  in  beds  in  the  front  part  of 
the  garden. 

As  we  stepped  off  the  bus,  we  were  all  fascinated  with  the  arum  lily,  commonly 
called  the  “voodoo  lily”  that  was  in  full  blossom  at  the  entrance  of  the  garden — 
planted  right  at  the  front  of  the  first  bed  of  guest  plants. 

My  first  reaction  was  to  survey  irises  in  another  part  of  the  garden — “away 
from  the  maddening  crowd!  ”  So  I  ventured  off  to  the  left  of  the  driveway  area  and 
discovered  the  irises  which  were  beginning  to  bloom  along  the  front  fence.  Many 
large  clumps  of  irises  that  would  soon  be  in  spectular  bloom  were  just  starting  to 
flower  well.  These  older  favorites  included  GOING  MY  WAY  (J.  Gibson  1972) 
showing  off  its  brilliant  blue  plicata  rim  on  a  white  ground,  and  the  lovely 
coloration  of  GAY  PARASOL  (Schreiners  1974)  which  has  a  lovely  contrast  with 
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its  white  standards,  red-violet  falls,  edged  white,  and  then  came  the  magnificient 
shrimp  pink  iris,  EMBRACEABLE  (C.  Benson  1978)  which  is  such  a  glowing 
color,  and  I  didn’t  miss  the  clump  of  SPECTACULAR  BID  (D.  Denney  1981)  with 
its  muted  tones  of  red  as  it  was  showing  off  its  terrific  branching. 

Passing  around  the  house  into  the  backyard,  I  noticed  the  large  bed  of  the  rose 
SIMPLICITY  which  served  as  a  backdrop  for  a  group  of  irises  of  which  only 
JESSE’S  SONG  was  in  bloom.  This  Dykes  Medal  winning  iris  always  was  an  early 
season  iris  in  my  garden  too. 

I  loved  the  Japanese  maple  tree.  Its  subdued  colors  in  shades  of  old  rose  and 
hints  of  red  are  super.  I  just  wish  they  could  be  grown  in  northern  Nebraska  so  that 
I  could  enjoy  them  in  my  garden  too.  I  just  hope  that  everyone  noticed  the  arbor 
entwined  with  the  kiwi  vines.  Each  kiwi  fruit  was  encapsulated  in  its  own  knit  bag 
apparently  to  keep  the  fruit  from  being  harmed  by  insects  or  some  other  destroy¬ 
ing  factor. 

There  were  so  many  different  things  to  admire.  In  the  irises,  I  found  Everett 
Lineberger’s  EASTER  VIGIL  in  its  light  orchid  color  with  an  orange-red  beard, 
J26/06  from  J.  D.  Stadler,  TAWNY  WINGS  from  Nancy  Bartlett  (1990),  one  of  the 
spooned  irises  in  shades  of  tan,  and  OREGON  SKIES  (Schreiners  1991)  which  is 
a  lovely  shade  of  light  blue,  very  ruffled  and  showing  three  open  flowers  on  most 
bloom  stalks.  HELEN  RUTH  (K.  Mohr  1989)  is  a  lightly  ruffled  baby  ribbon  pink, 
and  Frank  Foster’s  1992  introduction  INDIGO  MOOD  was  showing  off  nicely. 

Did  everyone  notice  the  banana  tree?  Or  the  edging  of  Hosta  undulata  univit- 
tata?  Or  the  white  flowers  on  Lamium  maculatum  “White  Nancy?  ”  Or  the  clumps 
of  the  blue  fescue  (festuca  glauca)?  Or  the  edging  clumps  of  lambs-ear  (Stachys 
officinalis)? 

Hooker  Nichols  had  several  of  his  iris  varieties  showing  very  well  in  this  garden. 
WAY  OUT  WEST  (Nichols  1990)  a  brown  plicata  with  its  beige  brown  standards, 
darker  falls  with  a  small  yellow  blaze,  highlighted  with  a  small  white  area,  was 
showing  well;  DANUBE  WALTZ  (which  has  not  yet  been  introduced)  in  shades  of 
dark  blue;  and  LENORA  PEARL,  a  border-bearded  variety  introduced  in  1990, 
beautiful  ruffled  pink  with  an  orange  beard.  From  Jim  Hedgecock,  I  noted 
83-68-1  and  LAVENDER  TROUBADOR  (1990),  a  ruffled  lavender  with  a  white 
beard,  and  the  very  different  RUFFLED  FEATHERS  (Sterling  Innerst  1990),  a 
brown  plicata  with  fancy  stitching  and  pattern.  Check  on  Sterling’s  seedling 
2971-3;  it  was  performing  well  too.  A  new  one  from  Lily  Gartman  being  released 
this  year  was  called  FROSTICO,  a  creamy  apricot  with  a  white  area  in  the  falls. 
And  I  admired  a  huge  clump  of  DRESDEN  DELIGHT  (Jim  Hummel  1988)  with 
its  soft  glowing  yellow  coloration.  And  nearby  was  the  older  Louisiana  iris,  DIXIE 
DEB,  showing  some  of  its  small,  but  admirable,  yellow  flowers.  Always  have  liked 
its  ability  to  have  so  many  flowers  per  bloomstalk. 

I  have  described  just  a  fraction  of  the  many  irises  in  bloom  in  this  garden.  And  I 
still  haven’t  given  you  my  impression  of  the  overall  setting  of  this  admirable 
garden  which  fronted  on  Lake  Spivey.  The  garden  was  laid  out  in  undulating 
beds  spread  around  the  edges  of  the  property  and  surrounded  the  lovely  home. 
With  boat  dock,  irises,  lovely  views  and  inspired  landscaping,  this  was  a  garden 
we’d  all  love  to  have  for  our  own.  Tally-Ho! 
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Fox  and  Hounds  at  Kopp’s 


Jean  Kopp  and  Fox 
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STEWART  GARDEN 

Rosa  Belle  Van  Valkenburgh  (Alabama) 


From  the  bus,  my  first  view  of  the  Stewart  garden  was  a  mass  of  bloom.  Across 
the  front  of  the  house  were  azaleas  and  snowball  bushes  in  full  bloom.  Low- 
growing  yellow  daylilies  were  also  in  bloom.  In  a  planter  was  “Lydia  Wood¬ 
waxen,”  a  creeping  form  of  yellow  Scotch  Broom  vying  for  attention. 

In  the  first  guest  iris  bed,  behind  a  rail  fence  was  33221  (S.  Innerst)  seedling. 
This  pale  blue  iris  had  wide  hafts,  in  fact  the  falls  overlapped.  Another  Innerst 
seedling  #31037,  a  plicata,  with  pale  yellow  standards  that  had  an  edging  of  a 
deeper  shade  of  yellow,  complemented  the  plicata  markings  on  the  falls.  The  falls 
were  edged  with  a  band  of  smoky  blue. 

I  LOVE  YOU  (Lilly  Gartman)  was  a  beautifully  formed  golden  yellow  with  a 
white  wash  under  the  golden  yellow  beard. 

Keppel’s  seeding  K84-25G  was  a  light  purple  plicata  that  seemed  to  have  a  pink 
ground  or  wash  on  the  falls  with  a  nice  coral  pink  beard. 

In  the  side  garden  were  many  daylilies  in  rows  awaiting  bloom.  A  large  sign  on 
the  fence  said,  “Welcome  Irisarians.” 

The  most  eye-catching  color  in  the  garden  was  a  clump  of  ACAPULCO 
SUNSET  (H.  Nichols).  A  bright  yellow  iris  with  bushy  red  orange  beards.  Five 
stalks  were  in  bloom  with  at  least  two  open  blossoms  on  each  stalk. 

MAGIC  KINGDOM  (M.  Byers  ’89)  was  also  in  this  large  guest  bed.  The 
standards  were  peach  and  the  falls  a  smoky  violet.  There  were  spoon  flounces  on 
the  ends  of  the  beards. 

A  blue  plicata,  GOD’S  HANDIWORK  (Ghio  90)  was  in  bloom.  LADY  ANN 
(J.  Stadler  90),  a  lacy  pink  iris  in  a  shade  of  pink  that  I  loved.  DIXIE  CUP  (J.  Burch 
91)  is  a  pale  yellow  iris  that  was  seen  in  this  guest  bed. 

On  the  other  side  of  this  large  guest  bed  was  DAVY  JONES  (Hager  90),  a  very 
stately  iris  in  dark  purple. 


Bill  and  Lucy  Stewart 
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HORNS  OF  PLENTY  (Rowlan  87)  a  blue  iris  complete  with  horns  and  spoons 
and  ANGEL’S  SNOW  (Rowlan  86)  a  white  iris  with  horns  and  spoons.  Seedling 
#D32-F20B  (G.  Sides)  was  a  lacy  iris  with  smoky  lavender  pink  standards  and 
blue  violet  falls  with  a  white  splotch  under  the  beards.  ORETTA’s  SHADOW 
(Durrance  90)  a  ruffled  medium  blue  iris  with  self  beards  had  very  nice  form. 

Under  the  tall  trees  in  another  guest  bed,  I  noted  PEPPER  PIKE  (Willott  87)  a 
border  bearded  iris,  cream  with  a  brown  edge  on  the  falls.  Another  border 
bearded  iris  was  BROWNBERRY  (Willott  87)  a  white  and  brown  plicata. 

OZARK  EVENING  (K.  Fisher  91),  and  MTB  was  a  pale  pink  iris  with  a  pale 
coral  beard. 

JOHN  (Ensminger  90)  an  IB  that  had  brown  standards  and  yellow  gold  falls 
and  a  striking  orange  beard. 

In  my  notes,  I  marked  RUSSIAN  BLUE  (Niswonger  83)  a  perky  blue  spuria  iris. 

In  the  Stewart’s  irises,  clumps  of  UNFORGETTABLE  FIRE  (Schreiners  91), 
JESSE’S  SONG  (Williamson)  and  LEDA’S  LOVER  (Hager)  were  outstanding. 

Behind  the  house,  around  the  pool  area,  two  clumps  of  dark  irises  commanded 
attention.  Huge  clumps  of  NIGHT  OWL  and  BLACK  HILLS  were  the  focal  point 
of  the  swimming  pool  and  water  fall.  A  large  cacti  bed  was  on  one  side  of  the  yard. 
Mountain  Laurel  was  in  bloom  near  this  cacti  bed. 

Around  all  of  the  iris  beds,  the  Stewarts  had  colorful  annuals  and  perennials  as 
edgings.  Several  beds  had  yellow  and  purple  pansies  edging  them,  others  had  old 
fashioned  phlox  and  sweet  williams  as  edging.  Some  of  the  beds  used  ageratum, 
begonias,  impatiens,  dusty  miller,  marigolds,  and  varigated  lirope.  Interspersed 
among  the  iris  beds  were  ragged  robins,  columbine,  gerbera  daisies,  fox  glove, 
roses,  salvia,  poppies,  and  hosta.  Background  plantings  were  rhododendrons, 
mountain  laurels,  and  clematis. 

The  garden  was  meticulously  clean,  and  it  was  a  pleasure  for  us  to  visit. 


Stewart  Garden 
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AWARD  WINNERS  ARE 


Harry  Turner 


Dave  Niswonger 


Lloyd  Zurbrigg 


James  Rasmussen 


Eleanor  McCown 


Kenneth  Fisher 


Robert  Hollingworth 


James  McWhirter 
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HONORED  IN  ATLANTA 


Roger  &  Lynda  Miller 


Bennett  Jones 


Carl  Boswell 


John  Weiler 


Ellen  &  Tom  Abrego 


Allan  Ensminger 


George  Lankow 


Tony  &  Dorothy  Willot 
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President’s  Cup 

Awarded  to  an  iris  hybridized  by  someone  from  the  host  region,  in  this  case 
Region  5. 


WINNER 

Agnes  Hale  (Harry  Turner)  . . . . 119  votes 

Runnersup 

Ann  (Lineberger) .  66 

Miss  Gwinnett  (H.  Turner)  .  63 

Arbee  (J.  Wood)  .  16 


Franklin  Cook  Cup 

Awarded  to  an  iris  created  by  a  hybridizer  from  outside  the  host  region  and 


seen  blooming  in  the  convention  gardens. 

Winner 

Snowburst  (Hamner)  .  21  Votes 

Runnersup 

America’s  Cup  (McWhirter) .  19 

Urgent  (H.  Nichols) .  15 

Drum  Roll  (B.  Hager) .  12 


Davy  Jones — Favorite  Guest  Iris 
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Danny  Watson  of 
Georgia  receives 
First  Runnerup 
Award  from  Youth 
Chairman,  Jean  Morris 
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Favorite  Guest  Irises  1992 

Ralph  Bullard  (Georgia) 

Ballots  for  the  favorite  guest  irises  were  returned  from  299  visitors  to 
the  1992  Atlanta  Convention.  Tall  Beardeds  completely  dominated  all  of 
the  twenty-five  places. 

Ben  Hager  had  seven  of  the  most  voted  favorites  followed  by  the 
Schreiners  with  four. 


Votes 

Variety 

Hybridizer 

1. 

83 

Davy  Jones 

Hager 

2. 

79 

Urgent 

H.  Nichols 

3. 

74 

Ruffled  Feathers 

Innerst 

4. 

64 

Horatio 

Hager 

5. 

63 

America’s  Cup 

J.  McWhirter 

63 

Timescape 

Hager 

6. 

62 

Oregon  Skies 

Schreiners 

7. 

60 

Premier  Edition 

Schreiners 

8. 

59 

Sighs  &  Whispers 

P.  Black 

9. 

58 

Drum  Roll 

Hager 

58 

Silverado 

Schreiners 

10. 

48 

Throb 

J.  Weiler 

11. 

47 

Almaden 

W.  Maryott 

47 

Supreme  Sultan 

Schreiners 

12. 

43 

Magic  Wish 

Hager 

13. 

40 

Much  Obliged 

Hager 

14. 

39 

Miss  Gwinnett 

H.  Turner 

15. 

38 

I  Love  You 

L.  Gartman 

16. 

37 

Tassellena 

J.  Hummel 

17. 

36 

Hot  To  Trot 

J.  McWhirter 

18. 

35 

Agnes  Hale 

H.  Turner 

19. 

34 

Bertwistle 

Innerst 

34 

Fringe  Benefits 

Hager 

34 

Latin  Hideaway 

H.  Nichols 

34 

Starlit  Velvet 

H.  Stahly 

Also  competing  were:  Designing  Woman  and  Scotch  33;  Carol  Lee 
32;  Supreme  Lady  31;  Ann  30;  Lady  Juliet  29;  Evelyn  Harris  27. 
Noteworthy  Irises  were:  Snowburst  and  Tinted  Crystal  26;  Ruth  Porter 
Waring  and  Trace  25;  Ballerina  Princess  and  Triple  Whammy  24;  Arbee, 
Golden  Galaxy,  Smart  Aleck,  Think  Big  22;  City  Lights,  Pink  Boa,  Speed 
Limit  and  Tennessee  Gentlemen  21. 
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INTERNATIONAL  COMPETITION  FOR 
IRISES— FLORENCE,  ITALY 
1992  Awards 


Premio  Firenze 

1.  SIGHS  AND  WHISPERS  (Paul  Black,  USA) 

2.  GOODBYE  HEART  (Schreiners,  USA) 

3.  WENSLEYDALE  (B.L.C.  Dodsworth,  GB) 

4.  WHARFEDALE  (B.L.C.  Dodsworth,  GB) 

Honorable  Mention 

5.  DRACULA’S  SHADOW  (Jim  Hedgecock,  USA) 

6.  UNDERSEA  ADVENTURE  (Paul  Black,  USA) 

7.  MELLOW  MAGIC  (Paul  Black,  USA) 

8.  PERILS  OF  PAULINE  (Ken  Mohr,  USA) 

9.  SULTRY  MOOD  (Schreiners,  USA) 

10.  MOZART  (Silvano  Volani,  Italy) 

Special  Awards 

Hybridizer  with  most  award  winners:  Paul  Black,  USA 

Best  Red:  RED  KITE,  B.  L.  C.  Dodsworth,  Great  Britain 

Most  Commercial  Variety:  SIGHS  AND  WHISPERS,  Paul  Black,  USA 

Best  Blue:  WHARFEDALE,  B.L.C.  Dodsworth,  GB 

Most  Original  Color:  GOODBYE  HEART,  Schreiners,  USA 

Most  Fragrant  Variety:  PERILS  OF  PAULINE,  Ken  Mohr,  USA 

Best  Pink:  FEMME  FATALE,  Joe  Gatty,  USA 

Best  Late  Variety:  MELLOW  MAGIC,  Paul  Black,  USA 

Best  Late  Variety  (1991)  SUPREME  SULTAN,  Schreiners,  USA 

Border  Bearded  Category 

1.  ORINOCO  FLOW,  C.E.C.  Bartlett,  GB 

2.  NAUTICAL  FLAG,  Paul  Black,  USA 

3.  FLORENTINE  FABLE,  Margie  Robinson,  USA 
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STARS  OF  THE  ’92  BLOOM  SEASON 

IN  OUR  YARD 

Dorothy  Cantwell  (Oklahoma) 


1992  was  the  year  we  dream  about .  .  .  beautiful  bloom,  beautiful  plants.  An 
early  freeze  in  ’91,  a  warm  winter,  a  wet  and  early  spring  all  promised  disaster  for 
the  iris  garden  and  Ponca  City’s  Iris  Festival.  Somehow  the  disaster  didn’t 
happen.  The  weekend  of  the  show  and  festival  fell  during  peak  bloom.  Probably 
two  to  three  thousand  people  trekked  through  our  tiny  backyard.  Tiny,  yet  we 
grow  almost  five  hundred  varieties,  mostly  tall  bearded,  some  medians  of  all  sizes, 
a  few  arilbreds,  several  Louisianas,  a  few  Japanese  and  spurias  and  my  new  love, 
Siberians. 

The  irises  seemed  to  know  they  were  the  stars.  Some  weather  damage  was 
apparent  in  places,  but  overall  the  plants  and  flowers  were  doing  just  what  they 
were  supposed  to  do.  Most  of  the  clumps  were  two  year  plantings.  Intense  color 
seemed  to  characterize  the  ’92  season.  The  plants  were  the  beautiful  blue-green 
color  they  are  supposed  to  be  without  much  leaf  spot.  In  Oklahoma,  we  often 
have  beautiful  bloomstalks  and  almost  no  plant.  Some  plants  have  to  struggle  to 
survive,  to  struggle  against  soft  rot  because  of  rains  at  the  wrong  time  or  too  much 
rain,  against  winter  kill  because  of  below  freezing  days  following  70°  days,  against 
scorch,  against  leaf  spot.  But  not  in  1992.  The  plants  were  lush  and  comple¬ 
mented  the  beautiful  bloom.  This  was  an  unusual  year  since  almost  every  bud 
developed  to  its  full  potential.  Oklahoma  sometimes  turns  hot  and  dry  toward  the 
end  of  the  season  and  the  last  buds  do  not  develop  unless  I  have  taken  time  to 
water.  With  so  many  people  in  and  out  of  the  yard,  I  tend  not  to  water  until  after 
bloom  season. 

The  most  outstanding  this  year  was  quite  a  list.  Early  in  the  season  COMING 
ATTRACTION  (Gaulter  87)  put  on  a  show.  It  is  a  large  blue  ruffled  self  with  ivory 
beards.  RENOIR  (Williamson  88),  a  blend  of  pink,  apricot,  cream,  and  orange, 
reminded  some  of  orange  sherbet.  There  were  eight  bloomstalks  from  twelve  fans 
which  had  developed  from  three  rhizomes  two  years  ago.  The  stalks  were  well 
branched  with  6  to  10  buds  each.  What  a  show  the  clump  made! 

The  bright  yellow  standards  with  falls  washed  with  rustic  red  peppering  of 
JITTERBUG  (Keppel  88)  drew  visitors  like  a  magnet.  There  were  three  well 
branched  stalks  on  seven  fans  which  had  developed  from  one  rhizome  three 
years  ago.  This  clump  had  bloom  for  almost  three  weeks.  Close  to  it,  WILDEST 
DREAMS  (Keppel  90),  a  wedding  gift  from  two  years  ago,  put  on  a  show.  Three 
beautiful  stalks  on  six  fans  displayed  the  wild  plicata  with  red-purple  markings  and 
hafts  on  a  salmon  peach  ground. 

LADY  FRIEND  (Ghio  81)  demanded  notice  with  luscious  blossoms  of  garnet 
rose  on  TALL  stalks.  The  clump  gave  three  stalks  from  five  fans.  MT.  OLYMPUS 
(Schreiner  81)  is  a  ruffled  white  that  is  a  reliable  performer  in  Ponca  City.  It  tends 
to  be  tall  with  large  blossoms  but  the  stalks  are  sturdy.  This  year  there  were  seven 
stalks  on  10  or  11  fans. 
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A  couple  of  dark  irises,  EVENING  GOWN  (Ghio  87)  and  INAUGURAL  BALL 
(Ghio  88),  set  the  standards  for  the  south  garden.  EVENING  GOWN  is  a  dark 
black  violet  and  had  three  stalks  on  eight  fans.  INAUGURAL  BALL  had  four 
stalks  on  twelve  fans  which  came  from  four  rhizomes  two  years  ago.  The  bud 
count  was  excellent  because  the  clump  bloomed  for  over  two  weeks.  Another 
Ghio  iris,  INDISCREET  (88)  tried  to  steal  the  show.  The  standards  are  magenta 
and  the  falls  are  magenta  stitching  on  salmon-orange  ground.  The  ratio  of  stalks 
to  fans  on  these  irises  tends  to  be  low  but  the  flowers  make  up  for  it  with  substance 
and  bud  count  and  usually  have  the  longest  bloom  season  in  the  garden. 

An  older  variety,  JOYCE  TERRY  (Muhlestein  74),  a  bicolor  with  yellow  stan¬ 
dards,  white  falls  which  have  a  wide  yellow  border,  was  spectacular  this  year.  The 
clump  was  small— only  three  stalks  on  eight  fans,  but  this  was  a  first  year  clump. 
CHAMPAGNE  ELEGANCE  (Niswonger  87)  has  blue-pink  standards  and  buffy 
apricot  falls.  The  stalks  were  well-branched  and  the  bud-count  was  good.  This  iris 
is  a  rebloomer,  but  we  don’t  get  much  rebloom  in  Ponca  City— probably  because 
of  our  hot,  dry  summers.  Most  of  the  irises  I’ve  had  to  put  up  bloom  stalks  in  the 
fall  do  so  just  in  time  for  the  first  early  freeze. 

WINEMASTER  (Keppel  86),  a  ruffled  red-wine  iris,  had  four  stalks  on  six  fans. 
Because  of  the  warm,  sunny  spot  it  enjoys,  it  was  one  of  the  first  tall  beardeds  to 
bloom.  Next  to  it,  CHANGE  OF  HEART  (Keppel  86)  performed  like  it  should. 
There  were  five  tall  stalks  on  eight  fans  with  good  branching  and  bud  count.  This 
iris  has  a  tendency  to  bloom  in  the  foliage  for  me,  but  not  this  year. 

LILLIAN  LEE  (Nichols  89),  a  ruffled  rose  pink,  is  a  consistent  performer.  It 
bloomed  a  year  ago  when  almost  nothing  else  in  that  bed  did.  It  bloomed  the  first 
spring  after  I  bought  it  in  89. 1  had  thinned  the  clump  last  year,  but  there  were  still 
four  bloom  stalks  on  seven  fans.  Bud  count,  substance,  and  branching  have  been 
good  on  this  iris.  It  blooms  early  but  lasts  almost  the  whole  season.  I  bought  it 
because  it  was  named  for  a  favorite  couple  of  mine  from  Norman.  I  grow  it  now 
because  it  is  such  a  good  garden  iris. 

INGA  IVEY  (Hamblen  85),  a  rosy  mauve  pink,  was  very  special  this  year.  It  had 
four  stalks  on  eleven  fans.  Every  one  of  the  stalks  had  almost  perfect  branching 
with  six  to  ten  buds.  One  stalk  of  INGA  IVEY  with  3  open  blossoms,  branches 
perfectly  spaced,  was  the  1992  Queen  of  the  Show  at  the  Northern  Oklahoma  Iris 
Society’s  Fourth  annual  show.  Oh!  if  all  irises  would  perform  like  INGA  IVEY  did 
this  year! 

Icy  blue  white  or  reverse  blue  or  violet  amoenas  are  among  my  favorites  and  I 
probably  grow  too  many  of  this  color  class.  SILVERADO  (Schreiner  87)  was 
outstanding  this  year.  I  ended  up  with  it  in  two  places  and  both  clumps  put  on  a 
show.  The  stalks  were  show  quality.  SILVERADO  was  in  bloom  for  almost  three 
weeks.  WINTERSCAPE  (McWhirter  85),  a  ruffled  blue-white  with  substance  that 
won’t  quit.  One  blossom  on  this  stalk  stayed  open  at  least  five  days  and  held  its 
form.  INCANTATION  (Ghio  87)  remains  one  of  my  favorite  irises.  The  reverse 
blue  bicolor  blossoms  were  huge  and  ruffled.  The  two  year  clump  had  four  stalks 
on  eight  fans.  PERFECT  PEARL  (Black  91)  put  a  well-branched,  but  short  stalk 
on  the  one  year  plant.  Two  or  more  blossoms  opened  at  a  time.  Substance  was 
excellent.  I  think  the  first  couple  of  blossoms  stayed  open  for  four  or  five  days. 
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PROM  NIGHT  (Schreiner  87)  drew  visitors  with  its  luscious  raspberry 
blossoms.  The  clump  had  five  stalks  on  thirteen  fans  which  came  from  two 
rhizomes  planted  two  years  ago.  PROM  NIGHT  was  one  of  the  tallest  in  the 
garden  this  year. 

LIGHTNING  BUG  (Durrance  87),  a  soft  yellow  self,  stole  many  hearts  this 
year.  It  bloomed  six  stalks  on  twelve  fans  from  two  rhizomes.  There  must  have 
been  eight  to  ten  buds  on  each  stalk  because  it  was  one  of  the  first  to  bloom  and 
one  of  the  last  still  in  bloom  at  the  end  of  the  season. 

1992  was  a  year  when  even  the  first  year  plants  bloomed.  GYRO  (Aitken  89),  a 
deep  purple  heavily  ruffled,  shows  promise  of  being  everything  an  award  winning 
iris  should  be.  The  stalk  was  short,  but  the  branching  and  bud  count  were  good. 
STARDUST  MEMORIES  (Schreiner  90)  is  a  diamond  dusted  lavender-pink 
plicata.  The  one  year  plant  had  one  well-branched  stalk.  COLETTE  (Brown  90) 
is  a  ruffled  pinkish  violet  which  I’m  moving  to  a  more  choice  spot  because  the 
color  is  so  delicious.  I  noticed  both  of  these  irises  on  lists  people  brought  to  our 
sale  in  July.  FRINGE  BENEFIT  (Hager  88)  is  a  ruffled,  heavily  laced  orange  which 
actually  bloomed  the  first  year.  It  increased  well,  too,  giving  four  fans  on  the  first 
year  plant.  RAPTURE  IN  BLUE  (Schreiner  90)  became  one  of  my  all  time 
favorites  with  its  ruffled  light  blue  flowers.  NIGHT  RULER  (Schreiner  91),  a  deep 
inky  black  purple,  performed  well  for  a  first  year  plant. 

1992  was  such  a  good  year  in  our  yard  I  had  a  difficult  time  keeping  up  with 
note-taking,  slide-taking,  and  hybridizing.  A  full  time  job  gets  in  the  way  with  iris 
season  sometimes,  especially  when  your  employer  sends  you  out  of  town  on 
assignment.  Though  I  was  exhausted  at  the  end  of  the  season  and  dreaded 
thinking  of  digging  and  dividing  for  the  sale,  I  would  not  trade  the  special 
memories  of  one  very  special  iris  season. 


THE  AIS  DISPLAY  SCREEN 


To  Order  Our  Display  Screen  for 
Your  Society’s  Booths  at  Fairs  &  Trade  Shows 
Write  to:  Don  R.  Peterson 

1870^25th  Avenue 
Columbus,  Nebraska  68601 

Remember  to  reserve  it  early. 

Don  will  ship  it  UPS  collect,  and  your  society  pays  to  ship  it  back  to  him. 
Directions  for  setting  up  and  taking  down  are  inside  the  cover  of  the  case. 
The  pictures  are  expensive — please  handle  carefully! 
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NORTHWEST  92 

Terry  Aitken  (Washington) 

Tall  bearded  season  arrives  in  the  Northwest  with  a  thundering  crescendo;  the 
ultimate  blast  of  color  rolling  over  hundreds  of  acres — a  marmalade  mix  of  all 
colors  and  the  sweet  bouquet  of  blended  fragrances  from  a  thousand  different 
varieties.  This  is  the  inspiration  we  wait  for  year  after  year. 

I  have  detected  a  pattern  of  personal  preference  in  recent  years.  “The  more 
subtle  the  color  and  the  more  difficult  it  is  to  describe,  the  more  I  like  it.”  This 
began,  I  think,  with  Shockey’s  CRYSTAL  DREAMS.  It  is  a  soft  pink  edged  in  light 
blue  lace.  The  next  year  Schreiner’s  RARE  TREAT  really  snapped  us  to  attention 
with  its  generous  starchy  white  petals  and  sharply  contrasting  fine  dark  blue  violet 
rims.  Then  it  was  back  to  “subtle”  with  two  of  Lyle  Fort’s  introductions — CLOUD 
BALLET,  a  ruffled  white  blending  to  laced  soft  blue  edges.  And  away  at  the  other 
end  of  the  field  (we  plant  alphabetically)  was  Fort’s  TWILIGHT  CARESS,  an 
incredibly  delicious  blend  of  soft  yellow,  peach  and  pink.  This  year  we  experi¬ 
enced  a  very  mild  winter  and  bloom  season  was  simply  fantastic.  Many  irises  were 
flaunting  showstalks,  great  color,  vigor  and  no  winter  damage.  When  it  comes  to 
“creative  coloring”  Joe  Ohio’s  recent  introductions  take  center  stage.  A  stunning 
confection  was  HONEYMOON  SUITE  done  in  generous  ruffly  laced  petals  of  soft 
pink  and  buff  with  soft  orange  beard.  IMPRESSIONIST  (Ghio  ’88)  has  powerful 
impact  with  intense  salmon/coral  with  a  deep  burgundy/maroon  spot  on  the  falls. 
One  of  the  earlier  TBs  to  bloom,  it  was  also  one  of  the  last  to  go  down.  A  new 
creative  blend  this  year  is  Ghio’s  NOTABLE,  a  melon/copper  with  red  washed 
hafts  and  a  blue  blaze  below  a  tangerine  beard. 

Keith  Keppel  broke  open  the  floodgates  for  orange  ground  plicatas  with 
GIGOLO.  From  this  line  of  work  has  come  many  fine  plants.  We  particularly  like 
ABSTRACT  ART  with  its  peach  ground  and  its  wash  and  speckling  of  red  purple. 

Monty  Byers  infectious  enthusiasm  has  left  us  a  legacy  of  reblooming  irises. 
CANTINA  is  a  strange  red/brown  with  a  large  blue  spot  on  the  falls — a  vigorous 
and  early  rebloomer  of  great  promise. 

Solid  colors  are  showing  good  progress.  Sterling  Innerst’s  BEFORE  THE 
STORM  is  the  blackest  iris  we  grow  and  has  tall  stems  with  lots  of  branching. 
George  Shoop’s  BLUSHING  DUCHESS  is  our  brightest  pink  with  starchy  form 
and  a  coral-red  beard.  It  drew  lots  of  attention  from  visitors  (and  this  hybridizer’s 
tweezers!)  Schreiner’s  RAPTURE  IN  BLUE  put  on  a  glorious  performance  in 
bright  sky  blue  ruffles.  Hager’s  GRATUITY  is  the  most  intense  orange  that  we 
have  seen.  Its  great  flower  form,  branching  and  bud  count  promises  it  a  gratuitous 
future. 

Other  pioneering  colors  would  be  Innerst’s  RUFFLED  FEATHERS,  a  white 
ground  plicata  with  dramatic  deep  brown  rims.  George  Shoop’s  “dark  top”  line 
has  risen  to  new  heights  with  ISLAND  DANCER.  Rich  rose/brown  standards  rise 
majestically  above  intense  orange  falls,  capped  off  with  the  traditional  red  beard. 
Roger  Nelson’s  PIECES  OF  ICE  is  a  silvery  white  with  darker  violet  beard  and 
nice  branching.  His  CHER  also  caught  and  held  our  attention,  a  laced  intense 
lavender  purple  with  red  beard. 
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I  feel  guilty  cutting  off  the  list  at  this  point,  since  so  many  other  varieties  put  on 
truly  outstanding  performances  this  year.  I  just  hope  we  can  do  it  for  the  Conven¬ 
tion  in  1994! 


CHOICE  IRISES  FROM  TWO  SEASONS 

Paul  Gossett  (Oklahoma) 

In  my  visits  to  many  beautiful  gardens  the  past  couple  of  years,  1  have  seen 
some  very  beautiful  irises.  I  would  like  to  share  with  you  some  thoughts  about 
some  irises  that  have  excited  me. 

The  first  one  is  a  Joe  Mertzweiller  seedling  that  I  have  seen  a  couple  of  times 
growing  in  Marie  Caillet’s  garden  in  Texas.  It  is  seedling  #74-22  that  has  red 
standards  and  falls  of  red  with  yellow  edgings  and  yellow  style  arms.  This  is  a  very 
beautiful  and  unique  looking  Louisiana  Iris  that  will  be  a  must  for  all  Louisiana  Iris 
gardens.  I  have  heard  that  Mr.  Mertzweiller  may  be  introducing  it  as  Acadian 
Sunset. 

SUN  FLARE  (Dorman  Haymon  ’90) — A  very  clear  yellow  streaked  with  some 
green.  I  have  seen  it  growing  in  Louisiana  and  Texas. 

CAJUN  COOKERY  (Ben  Hager  ’90) — A  very  deep  red  Louisiana  with  a 
narrow  yellow  signal. 

FAVORITE  ANGEL  (Bennett  Jones  ’90) — SDB — A  beautiful  pure  white  with 
very  lightly  ruffled  falls  and  a  white  beard.  The  color  of  this  SDB  is  really  clean  and 
unmarked.  I  like  it  very  much. 

TWEETY  BIRD  (Paul  Black  ’92) — SDB — A  very  pale  yellow/orange  SDB  with 
a  bright  orange  beard.  It  has  been  a  hit  in  my  garden  this  year  with  many  people 
commenting  about  it. 

CLASSIC  LOOK  (Schreiners  ’92) — When  I  saw  this  at  the  Fort  Worth  Botanic 
Gardens  this  year,  I  just  fell  in  love  with  it.  It  is  a  white  and  blue  plicata  but,  not  just 
any  plicata.  The  white  on  the  standards  and  falls  is  very  clean  and  petals  have  a 
nice  clean  blue  markings  on  the  edges.  Visitors  to  the  AIS  convention  in  Fort 
Worth  in  1993  hopefully  will  see  it  in  bloom. 

RASPBERRY  FUDGE  (Keith  Keppel  ’89) — Pale  raspberry  standards  and 
raspberry  yellow  falls  with  a  white  area  near  the  rust  color  beard.  This  Tall 
Bearded  has  looked  good  everywhere  I  have  seen  it  growing. 

RAPTURE  IN  BLUE  (Schreiners  ’90) — A  nicely  ruffled  light  sky  blue  self  with  a 
yellow  tipped  white  beard.  I  have  seen  this  blooming  several  times  before  this 
year,  but  it  didn’t  really  catch  my  eye  until  this  year  when  I  saw  it  blooming  in 
Atlanta.  Then  I  took  a  look  at  it  in  the  Tulsa  Area  Iris  Society  Display  Garden  and 
I  went  wild  over  it.  A  must  for  me  to  get. 

Having  seen  so  many  irises  in  all  my  garden  visits  it  is  difficult  to  write  about  just 
a  few  of  them  but,  these  are  the  varieties  I  have  seen  that  have  really  excited  me. 
What  has  excited  me  about  these  varieties  is  just  not  the  beautiful  blooms  but  also 
the  plants  themselves.  The  branching,  bud  count,  foliage,  etc.  Take  a  look  at  these 
and  see  what  you  think. 
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IRIS  RESEARCH  PROJECT 

Amy  Poole  (Illinois) 

When  Amy  Poole  was  14,  in  1989,  she  competed  in  her  Regional  Science  Fair 
and  also  qualified  for  participation  and  won  awards  in  the  Illinois  Science  Fair. 
She  won  many  more  and  higher  awards  the  following  year,  in  both  Illinois  and  Tri- 
State  Science  Fairs,  and  attended  the  International  Fair  as  an  official  observer.  In 
1991  she  won  Grand  Award,  and  went  on  to  the  international  Fair,  where  she  was 
fourth  in  the  microbiology  division,  and  second  in  the  award  sponsored  by  the 
American  Phytopath  ©logical  Society.  This  year,  at  17,  and  a  high  school  senior, 
she  won  first  place  in  the  Illinois  Junior  Science  and  Humanities  Symposium, 
leading  to  participation  in  the  National  Junior  Science  and  Humanities  Sym¬ 
posium,  where  she  won  second  place. 

It  is  gratifying  that  AIS  members  contributed  to  the  research  involved  in  Amy’s 
article  through  their  support  of  the  American  Iris  Society  Foundation,  which 
provided  substantial  financial  help  for  this  study.  The  article  which  Amy  Poole  has 
written  covers  some  basic  research  she  has  conducted  which  may  lead  to  a 
practical  control  of  a  serious  disease  of  iris  in  the  future. 

Adele  Lawyer,  (Science  Editor  AIS  Bulletin) 


Amy  Poole 
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IRIS  RESEARCH  PROJECT 

Amy  Poole  (Illinois) 


During  the  spring  of  1987  a  leaf  disease,  unlike  any  other  iris  leaf  disease  with 
which  my  father  was  familiar,  appeared  on  and  began  spreading  among  the  tall 
bearded  iris  clumps  in  one  of  his  raised  iris  beds.  Throughout  the  summers  of 
1987  and  1988 1  watched  him  wage  and  lose  a  war  against  the  microbial  invader 
that  was  claiming  clump  after  clump  of  TB’s.  Little  did  I  know  that  his  defeat  would 
be  the  beginning  of  a  challenging  and  award  winning  science  fair  research  project 
in  microbiology. 

In  May  of  1989, 1  took  samples  of  the  infected  leaves  to  the  Plant  Clinic  at  the 
University  of  Illinois,  Champaign-Urbana.  The  Plant  Clinic  is  a  service  provided 
by  the  State  of  Illinois  Cooperative  Extension  Service  to  gardeners  and  farmers 
throughout  the  state.  The  Plant  Clinic  in  turn  submitted  the  samples  to  the 
University  of  Illinois  plant  pathology  department,  where  the  disease  was  identi¬ 
fied  as  Bacterial  Leaf  Blight,  caused  by  the  bacterium  Xanthomonas  campestris 
pv.  tardicrescens.  Upon  request,  the  director  of  the  Plant  Clinic  mailed  me  a  pure 
culture  of  the  bacterium  which  had  been  isolated  from  the  infected  leaves,  along 
with  the  unwelcome  recommendation  that  my  father  destroy  all  infected  stock 
because  the  disease  had  no  known  cure.  To  my  father,  a  hybridizer  with  twenty- 
five  years  of  work  invested  in  the  breeding  stock  which  he  originally  inherited 
from  Georiga  Hinkle’s  blue  and  pink  lines,  destroying  seedlings  was  an  option 
which  he  chose  to  take  only  as  a  last  resort.  As  the  science  teacher  for  our  school 
district  responsible  for  training  students  to  conduct  scientific  research,  then 
sponsoring  those  students  in  regional  and  national  science  fairs,  my  father 
encouraged  me  to  begin  research  that  would  lead  to  a  cure  for  this  disease. 

According  to  John  H.  Weiler  in  THE  WORLD  OR  IRISES,  bacterial  leaf  blight 
affects  both  bearded  and  beardless  irises.  The  current  strain  of  leaf  blight  that  is 
now  appearing  in  gardens  throughout  the  midwestern  and  southern  United 
States  infects  bearded  irises,  while  beardless  irises  such  as  Siberians,  Louisianas, 
and  Japanese  irises  growing  in  the  same  gardens  have,  so  far,  remained  un¬ 
affected.  All  my  attempts  to  inoculate  Siberian,  Louisiana  and  Japanese  irises 
with  the  bacterium  failed  to  produce  leaf  blight  disease  symptoms.  Also,  com¬ 
pared  to  the  picture  in  THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES,  which  I  assume  is  typical  of  old 
fashion  leaf  blight,  leaves  of  bearded  irises,  especially  TB’s  infected  with  what  is 
possibly  a  new  strain  of  an  old  disease,  in  our  garden  show  a  slightly  different 
pattern  of  infection  lesions.  The  pattern  of  infection  lesions  which  I  have  observed 
first  appear  on  the  margins  of  the  leaf,  growing  inward  about  one-third  of  the 
distance  across  the  leaf  or  are  scattered  across  the  surface  of  the  top  one  third  of 
the  leaf.  The  outer  leaves  of  a  fan  are  usually  the  first  to  become  infected.  When 
the  infection  spots  are  examined  early  on  a  dewy  morning  or  during  a  nice  gentle 
rain  that  lures  you  to  tour  the  garden,  they  appear  a  darker  green  than  the 
uninfected  portions  of  the  leaf.  When  the  infection  spots  are  viewed  with  the  light 
behind  the  leaf,  the  spots  appear  translucent  and  are  a  lighter  green  than  the 
uninfected  portions  of  the  leaf.  The  lesions  are  usually  irregular  in  shape  and 
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longer  from  top  to  bottom  than  they  are  wide.  The  damage  to  the  leaf  tissue 
caused  by  the  growth  and  feeding  of  the  bacteria  allows  sap  to  exude  or  leak  from 
the  infection  lesions.  The  leaking  sap  then  runs  down  the  leaf  or  drips  onto  the 
ground.  The  sap  exudate  contains  large  numbers  of  bacteria.  The  disease  bacte¬ 
ria  can  easily  spread  to  other  leaves,  when  for  example,  a  grasshopper  lands  on  a 
weeping  leaf,  contaminating  his  feet  with  bacteria,  then  hops  across  the  garden 
infecting  clump  after  clump.  During  the  drier  hours  of  the  day,  the  leaking  sap 
dries  up  and  the  disease  symptoms  of  newly  infected  leaves  almost  disappear. 
During  dry  weather,  disease  symptoms  may  disappear  altogether,  only  to  reap¬ 
pear  with  the  returning  rains.  As  the  infection  spots  enlarge,  a  “dead  zone” 
appears  at  the  center  of  the  spot  where  the  infection  first  entered  the  leaf.  Within  a 
couple  of  weeks,  depending  on  temperature,  (see  AIS  Bulletin  July  1986,  p.  38 
for  temperature  range  of  active  bacterial  growth).  The  top  third  of  the  leaf  dies, 
and  turns  reddish  brown.  Soon  the  entire  leaf  dies,  continuing  until  all  but  the 
central  leaves  of  the  entire  fan  die.  I  have  also  observed  that  the  central  leaf  of  the 
fan  seldom  displays  symptoms  of  the  infection  until  the  leaf  matures.  Clumps  that 
have  been  heavily  infected  during  the  growing  season  apparently  enter  the  winter 
weakened  and  ill  prepared  to  survive,  because  the  following  spring  those  clumps 
are  either  dead,  rotting,  or  are  struggling  to  perform.  Those  clumps  that  do 
survive  the  first  infection  season  are  again  ravaged  by  the  disease  during  the 
second  season  of  growth  and  rarely,  if  ever,  survive  a  second  winter.  Oddly 
enough,  there  is  an  exception  to  the  disease  cycle  of  seasonal  infection  and  death 
of  the  TB  clumps.  If,  during  the  first  season  of  infection,  the  neat  and  well 
manicured  beds  are  allowed  to  become  somewhat  overgrown  by  broadleaf 
weeds  such  as  Daisey  Fleabane,  Spanish  Needle,  Texas  Ragweed,  or  other 
similar  broadleaves,  not  only  do  the  clumps  survive  and  give  a  modest  perform¬ 
ance  the  following  spring,  but  also  do  not  exhibit  disease  symptoms  until  the  beds 
are  weeded  and  the  warm  summer  months  arrive.  It  appears  that  the  immaculate, 
monoculture  beds  of  iris  which  iris  enthusiasts  so  admire  provide  an  ideal  habitat 
for  the  disease  to  become  established  and  spread  rapidly.  (I  knew  dad  had  a 
reason  for  not  pulling  those  weeds).  At  this  time  I  have  no  explanation  as  to  why 
the  weeds  interfere  with  the  growth  and  development  of  the  disease.  If  the 
gardener  attempts  to  thwart  the  disease  by  digging  the  infected  clumps  and 
burning  or  destroying  them,  think  again.  The  soil  at  the  base  of  the  clump  and  for 
several  inches  beyond  the  drip  zone  of  the  leaves  is  contaminated  with 
Xanthamonas,  which  can  survive  in  the  soil,  according  to  some  authorities,  for 
3-5  years,  or  in  other  instances,  until  all  organic  material  derived  from  the  iris 
plant  has  decayed  and  no  longer  supplies  organic  compounds  characteristic  of 
the  bearded  iris  plant.  Shovels,  hoes,  tillers,  and  other  gardening  tools  used  to 
remove  infected  plants  and  cultivate  the  soil  where  the  infected  clumps  were 
growing,  also  become  sources  of  infection,  spreading  the  disease  every  time  that 
hoe  or  shovel  is  used  elsewhere  in  the  garden.  During  additional  research,  I  found 
that  the  bacterium  survives  as  low  as  130°  below  zero  F,  to  as  high  as  150°  F,  which 
is  not  far  from  boiling. 

Using  the  pure  culture  of  Xanthomonas  tardicresens  bacteria  which  the  Plant 
Clinic  sent  to  me,  I  soon  began  work  on  my  bacterial  inoculating  and  subculturing 
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technique.  It’s  a  lot  like  separating  and  repotting  plants,  just  on  a  smaller  scale. 
When  my  inoculation  procedure  resulted  in  almost  100%  contamination-free 
Petri  dishes,  1  began  to  test  the  antibiotics.  Using  a  modified  Kirby-Bauer  pro¬ 
cedure,  a  widely  used  laboratory  technique  for  testing  the  effects  of  antibiotics  on 
bacteria,  I  challenged,  or  tested,  13  antibiotics  or  microbial  agents.  [See  accom¬ 
panying  tables]  These  chemicals  ranged  from  ordinary  household  Lysol,  to  the 
limited  use  antibiotic,  Amikacin,  to  the  preservative,  formaldehyde.  Four  anti¬ 
biotics  were  found  to  be  bactericidal  (lethal)  to  the  bacterium.  They  were 
Amikacin,  Carbenicillin,  Gentamicin,  and  Kanamycin.  Amikacin  as  a  possible 
cure  was  ruled  out  because  of  its  cost,  about  $200  per  ml.;  and  Carbenicillin, 
when  combined  with  other  antibiotics,  became  inactive.  I  wanted  to  use  two  or 
more  antibiotics  in  combination  with  each  other  to  prevent  accidental  selection  of 
mutant  strains;  strains  of  the  bacterium  that  would  be  resistant  to  one  of  the 
antibiotics.  The  two  remaining  effective  antibiotics  were  Gentamicin  and  Kan¬ 
amycin.  These  two  antibiotics  were  made  into  a  solution  into  which  11  genetically 
different  iris  rhizomes  infected  with  the  disease  were  soaked  for  24  hours.  These 
rhizomes  were  then  transplanted  into  pots  and  moved  to  a  greenhouse  where 
they  have  been  growing,  disease  free,  for  over  18  months. 

Once  a  “cure”  had  been  found  for  the  infected  irises  themselves,  a  treatment 
had  to  be  developed  for  disinfecting  soil  infected  with  Xanthomonas  tar- 
dicrescens.  Some  iris  gardeners  fumigate  their  soil  with  methyl  bromide,  which 
no  doubt  would  kill  the  bacterium.  However,  methyl  bromide  is  an  extremely 
dangerous  chemical  with  which  to  work.  I  wanted  to  work  with  a  chemical  that 
would  be  safer  to  handle.  Instead  of  methyl  bromide,  the  soil  fumigant,  Vapam, 
was  chosen  with  which  to  test.  Through  a  series  of  soil  tests  conducted  in  vitro,  (in 
glassware),  I  found  that  when  Vapam  is  applied  according  to  the  instructions  on 
the  container  label,  it  is  bactericidal  to  Xanthomonas  tardicrescens  in  moist  soil.  I 
have  begun  to  treat  the  iris  beds  in  my  father’s  garden,  and  am  doing  well  so  long 
as  I  don’t  inhale  too  many  fumes.  Vapam  can  be  toxic  in  large  quantities. 

The  knowledge  I  have  gained  in  conducting  this  research  will  stay  with  me  all  of 
my  days.  I  would  like  to  think  that  I  have  done  something  good  for  the  American 
Iris  Society.  I  saved  all  those  beautiful  flowers. 

Those  reading  this  article  can  help  me  in  further  research.  If  your  garden  or  a 
garden  nearby  contains  what  you  believe  to  be  bacterial  leaf  blight,  please  write 
to  me.  Amy  Poole,  775  Kaid  Road,  Eldorado,  IL  62930,  and  inform  me  of  its 
whereabouts.  I  would  like  to  form  a  map  showing  all  sightings  of  the  new  race  of 
bacterial  leaf  blight  for  further  study,  and  would  like  to  publish  this  information  at 
a  future  time  in  the  AIS  Bulletin. 
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COLOR  PHOTOGRAPHY  FOR 
IRIS  ARIANS 

George  Waters  (California) 


We  already  have  iris  books  illustrated  with  color  photographs,  one  on  Siberian 
irises,  others  on  Louisiana  and  Japanese  irises,  and  there  are  more  in  preparation. 
The  British  Iris  Society  uses  color  in  its  Year  Book,  and  the  American  Iris  Society 
will  be  using  it  inside  the  Bulletin  as  well  as  on  the  cover  soon.  Most  of  the 
photographs  in  these  publications  are  provided  by  members  of  the  societies  that 
publish  them,  and  in  many  cases  a  wider  selection  of  photographs  would  allow 
improvement  in  the  books’  illustrations.  To  do  justice  to  our  irises  in  publications 
designed  to  present  them  to  non-irisarians  we  need  the  best  possible  pho¬ 
tographs — fewer  casually  snapped  with  poorly  aimed  and  focused  cameras,  and 
many  more  that  show  the  benefit  of  care  in  composition  and  exposure.  Often  only 
a  little  thought  and  a  few  seconds  more  spent  in  adjusting  the  camera  is  the 
difference  between  an  excellent  picture  and  an  indifferent  one. 

Here  are  some  ideas  and  guidelines  for  those  who  would  like  to  improve  their 
photographs,  and  perhaps  help  the  AIS  at  the  same  time.  It  is  not  a  complete 
course  on  using  a  camera,  but  offers  some  suggestions  for  avoiding  the  com¬ 
monest  faults,  compiled  after  looking  critically  at  many  hundreds  of  pictures. 

The  Camera 

Miniature  single-lens  reflex  cameras  using  35mm  film  are  now  so  popular  that  I 
will  assume  my  readers  are  using  them,  too.  (The  term  single-lens  distinguishes 
them  from  other  reflex  cameras  that  have  twin  lenses  and  a  fixed  mirror,  instead  of 
one  lens  and  a  swinging  mirror.)  I  used  the  word  miniature  deliberately  to 
emphasize  that  35mm  images  are  small.  The  35mm  camera,  introduced  by  Leica 
in  the  1930s,  was  promoted  as  a  miniature  then,  and  a  miniature  it  still  is.  Many 
photographers,  in  a  quest  for  superior  pictures,  use  larger  cameras  loaded  with 
60mm  film  that  gives  images  three  or  four  times  the  size  possible  on  35mm,  and 
there  are,  of  course,  cameras  larger  than  this.  1  mention  them  to  stress  that, 
although  good  results,  suitable  even  for  reproduction  in  books  and  magazines, 
are  possible  with  35mm  cameras  and  film,  we  must  be  aware  of  the  small  images 
created  by  them.  To  make  the  most  of  miniature  images  we  must  take  special  care 
to  ensure  the  sharpest  possible  picture  and  to  compose  it  so  that  our  subject  fills 
the  viewfinder  frame,  wasting  as  little  of  the  film’s  area  as  possible.  An  image  of  an 
iris  occupying  only  part  of  the  picture  frame  will  be  passed  over  by  an  editor  in 
favor  of  one  that  fills  the  frame.  The  latter  will  usually  give  better  results  on  the 
printed  page  because  it  needs  less  enlargement. 

Nearly  all  modern  35mm  cameras  have  excellent  optics,  and  there  is  little  to 
choose  between  the  leading  brands  on  that  score.  Competition  between  manu¬ 
facturers  now  is  confined  mainly  to  the  invention  of  gadgetry  that  is  supposed  to 
make  good  pictures  easier  to  achieve,  but  which  tends  to  make  the  camera 
controls  bewilderingly  complex.  The  most  important  part  of  the  camera  is  the 
lens,  and  there  is  much  to  be  said  for  cameras  that  allow  the  lens  to  be  changed 
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easily  and  quickly.  This  permits  extension  tubes  to  be  inserted  between  lens  and 
camera  for  close-up  photographs,  and  lenses  of  different  focal  lengths  to  be 
substituted  for  the  regular  lens.  However,  modern  lenses  of  variable  focal  length 
(zoom  lenses)  often  have  a  setting  (called  macro)  for  close-ups  too,  and  if  well 
chosen,  one  of  these  lenses  could  meet  all  needs.  I  have  avoided  using  multi¬ 
purpose  lenses,  being  wary  of  the  compromises  in  optical  design  they  call  for. 
Instead  I  have  several  fixed-focus  lenses,  believing  that  better  image  quality  is 
possible  with  optics  designed  for  limited  application.  Most  of  my  photographs  are 
taken  with  the  Nikon  55mm  Micro,  a  good  standard  lens  that  focuses  down  to  ten 
inches  for  close-ups.  Adding  an  extension  tube  allows  even  closer  focusing. 
However,  I  must  admit  that  modern  zoom  lenses  give  excellent  results,  and  their 
flexibility  in  use  is  certainly  appealing. 

The  viewfinder  is  also  important  and  it  must  allow  the  photographer  to  focus 
accurately.  If  spectacles  are  worn  the  camera’s  viewfinder  should  be  fitted  with  a 
supplementary  lens  to  match  them.  Alternatively,  the  viewfinder  should  be 
designed  to  allow  use  of  the  camera  while  wearing  them.  (The  Nikon  High 
Eyepoint  is  an  example  of  this  design. )  This  is  important.  If  necessary  consult  your 
optician.  When  the  viewfinder  image  is  not  seen  clearly,  the  careful  focusing 
essential  to  quality  pictures  is  impossible. 

Modern  cameras  also  tend  to  have  automatic  exposure  controls  or  through - 
the-lens  exposure  metering,  and  for  the  sake  of  simplicity  I  will  assume  that  yours 
has  one  or  the  other,  too.  However,  what  is  said  here  about  exposure  and  its 
measurement  applies,  with  important  exceptions  that  will  be  mentioned,  to  the 
use  of  meters  that  are  independent  of  the  camera  as  well. 

Color  Film 

Editors  of  books  and  magazines  in  search  of  pictures  for  color  illustrations  want 
slides,  not  prints.  And,  of  course,  they  want  them  sharp  and  properly  exposed. 
High  speed  in  film  is  obtained  only  at  the  expense  of  image  quality;  if  it  weren’t  so 
who  would  bother  with  slow  film?  Therefore,  load  your  camera  with  slide  film  and 
be  sure  it  has  a  slow  speed  rating — that  is,  100  ASA  or  lower.  The  brand  is  less 
important,  but  my  own  preference  is  for  Ektachrome  64  ASA.  Fuji  film  is  popular, 
but  I  find  the  colors  a  little  too  bright  for  realism.  Kodachrome  gives  superb 
images  that  enlarge  well  almost  entirely  free  of  graininess.  Editors  love  it  and 
many  professional  photographers  use  it  because  of  the  quality  it  offers,  but  greens 
in  Kodachrome  can  sometimes  look  dull,  and  for  garden  photography  that  is  a 
drawback. 

Avoid  so-called  bargains  and  “all-purpose”  film.  Tempting  offers  of  “free”  film 
from  processing  houses  must  be  resisted.  Nothing  is  gained  by  loading  an 
expensive  camera  with  cheap  film.  Having  tried  a  few  films  and  found  one  that 
suits  you,  use  it  consistently  and  get  to  know  its  capabilities  and  limitations.  Don’t 
switch  from  one  film  to  another;  that  will  only  increase  the  risk  of  errors  and 
failures. 

Light 

Light  is  everything  in  photography.  Even  if  your  purpose  is  simply  recording  the 
flower  on  your  latest  hybrid  iris,  its  color  in  the  photograph  will  depend  on  the 
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quality  of  light  at  the  time  you  confront  it  with  a  camera.  The  quality  of  light 
changes  throughout  the  day  and  varies  with  weather  and  other  factors.  Film  is 
balanced  by  the  manufacturers  to  give  color  closest  to  that  of  the  subject  when 
viewed  at  midday  in  mid-summer.  That  is  because  the  color  of  daylight  is  most 
consistent  from  day  to  day  at  midday.  Unfortunately,  photographers  striving  for 
interesting  pictures  find  the  light  at  midday  least  satisfactory.  Most  days  we  pack 
up  our  cameras  and  take  a  siesta  between  eleven  and  three,  awaiting  the  return  of 
soft  shadows  and  warmer  glancing  light. 

If  you  have  a  choice  in  the  matter,  therefore,  rise  early  and  make  use  of  the 
sunrise  when  first  light  brings  mystery  to  the  scene.  Don’t  aim  impulsively  from 
the  position  at  which  the  subject  was  first  seen,  but  walk  round  observing  the  way 
light  is  reflected  from  it  with  every  change  of  angle  .  .  .  not  only  reflected  from  it, 
but  seen  through  it,  too.  Irises,  especially  bearded  irises,  have  a  translucence  in 
their  petals  that  can  be  appreciated  only  when  lit  from  behind  or  from  one  side. 
Then  they  take  on  a  glow  that  challenges  the  photographer,  and  often  yields  the 
most  exciting  pictures.  The  difference  between  the  brightest  and  darkest  parts  of 
the  subject  (contrast)  can  give  difficulties  in  exposure,  and  back-  or  side-lit 
pictures  may  be  more  successful  when  sunlight  is  slightly  softened  by  mist  or 
cloud.  But  they  are  always  worth  attempting,  and  success  is  more  likely  if  several 
shots  are  made  at  exposure  levels  a  little  above  and  below  that  recommended  by 
the  meter  or  automatic  camera.  The  technique,  widely  used  by  professionals,  is 
called  bracketing,  and  some  modern  cameras  even  have  buttons  that  bracket 
exposures  automatically. 

View  the  subject  from  a  stooping  position  as  well  as  standing.  Note  the  direction 
of  the  sun  and  anticipate  how  the  subject  will  appear  a  few  minutes  hence.  Even 
when  not  using  the  camera,  make  a  habit  of  observing  light  changes  from  hour  to 
hour  and  their  effect  upon  the  texture,  shape,  and  color  of  familiar  objects.  In 
short,  train  yourself  to  be  sensitive  to  light — as  a  musician  is  to  sound. 

Too  often  we  have  little  choice  in  the  matter  of  time  and  the  quality  of  light  it 
brings.  We  are  perhaps  riding  a  bus  at  an  iris  convention  and  have  only  this  visit  to 
attempt  a  picture.  In  that  case  it  is  even  more  important  to  examine  all  possibilities 
the  light  offers,  and,  arriving  at  the  finest  garden  on  the  tour  near  noon  to  attempt 
to  mitigate  the  effects  of  harsh  midday  sun.  One  possibility  is  to  have  someone 
diffuse  the  light  with  a  clean  white  handkerchief  held  over  a  chosen  flower. 
Brilliant  light  that  burns  the  color  from  a  flower  can  sometimes  be  tamed  with  a 
Polaroid  filter,  sometimes  called  a  pola  filter.  The  filter  is  easy  to  use,  but  its  effect 
depends  on  the  angle  of  the  sun  and  sometimes  it  is  slight,  or  there  is  no  effect  at 
all.  Nevertheless,  it  is  worthwhile  having  one  with  you.  The  possibilities  it  offers 
can  quickly  be  checked  by  eyeing  the  subject  through  the  filter  while  rotating  it.  If 
even  only  a  slight  reduction  in  glare  is  seen,  it  can  be  fitted  to  the  camera  with 
benefit.  An  increase  in  exposure  will  be  needed  using  the  filter,  but  with  through 
the  lens  exposure  metering  or  control,  this  is  automatically  allowed  for.  Those 
with  separate  light  meters  will  need  to  increase  the  indicated  exposure  by  about 
one  stop,  say,  by  reducing  shutter  speed  one  notch.  Polaroid  filters  are  invaluable 
when  sunlight  is  intense.  They  will  often  reduce  or  even  eliminate  that  dreadful 
glitter  in  garden  scenes  that  results  from  sunlight  reflected  from  myriad  leaves. 
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And  many  a  close-up  ruined  by  distracting  white  glare  from  one  curved  leaf  could 
have  been  redeemed  with  a  Polaroid  filter. 

The  Picture 

While  examining  the  effects  of  light  on  the  subject  we  will  almost  instinctively  be 
visualizing  the  picture  itself:  the  background,  which  changes  as  we  move  to 
improve  the  angle  of  light;  how  much  or  how  little  to  include  in  the  picture;  the 
possibilities  for  excluding  extraneous  objects;  the  advantages  of  horizontal  and 
vertical  formats.  A  moment’s  thought  to  matters  such  as  these  can  help  improve 
the  picture. 

If  the  subject  is  a  particular  iris  flower,  I  prefer  to  photograph  it  with  a  little  of  its 
stem  to  establish  a  connection  with  the  soil — a  disembodied  flower  loses  some  of 
its  attraction  for  me.  The  bracts  below  the  flower  often  contribute  additional 
texture  to  the  picture,  especially  when  side  lit.  Close-ups  of  single  flowers  usually 
present  least  difficulty  in  contriving  a  background  because  little  but  the  flower  is  in 
the  frame,  and  what  background  there  is  can  easily  be  thrown  out  of  focus.  All  the 
same,  if  the  background  is  littered  with  metal  labels,  or  shows  bare  soil  of  a 
particularly  hideous  yellow,  something  must  be  done  to  lessen  the  distraction.  At 
home  the  stem  can  be  cut  and  placed  near  a  dark  hedge,  or  a  single  shrub  if  it  is 
large  enough  to  extend  to  the  edges  of  the  frame.  The  camera  angle  may  then 
also  be  chosen  to  ensure  that  the  subject  is  lit,  but  the  background  shaded;  it  need 
only  be  bright  enough  to  show  slight  greenness  in  the  picture — enough  to  convey 
a  touch  of  naturalism.  If  subject  and  background  are  equally  bright,  the  subject 
can  be  placed  sufficiently  far  forward  to  ensure  that  the  background  is  out  of 
focus. 

In  the  gardens  of  others  the  need  to  exclude  distraction,  including  other  flowers, 
limits  the  possibilities  for  really  compelling  flower  portraits.  I  have  never  asked  a 
garden  owner  for  permission  to  cut  a  flowering  stem,  but  I  have  asked  to  be 
allowed  to  trim  away  stalks  that  have  flowered  and  to  pull  others  out  of  the  picture 
by  tying  them  up  with  string,  a  little  of  which  I  keep  in  my  camera  bag  for  such 
occasions.  I  check  in  the  viewfinder  to  ensure  that  no  trace  of  the  string  will  be 
seen  in  the  picture  and  remind  myself  to  remove  the  string  before  departing. 

If  the  garden  visited  is  nicely  landscaped  the  photographer  may  be  best 
employed  looking  for  compositions  of  irises  with  other  plants.  Beautiful  pictures 
of  this  sort  do  more  to  persuade  others  of  the  possibilities  of  gardening  with  irises 
than  do  most  close-ups,  but  there  are  far  too  few  of  them. 

In  landscape  shots  the  background  is  part  of  the  picture.  A  viewpoint  must  be 
chosen  that  displays  the  irises  prominently  against  an  attractive  background  that 
draws  attention  to  the  main  subject.  Paths  are  effective  in  this  and  give  a  sense  of 
depth  to  a  picture,  especially  when  they  cross  the  frame  diagonally  towards  the 
irises.  A  wide  angle  lens  brought  close  to  the  irises  will  give  them  greater  promi¬ 
nence  while  including  landscape  that  seems  diminished  in  scale  through  empha¬ 
sized  perspective.  Envision  how  the  irises  would  best  be  presented — how  much 
sky?  the  tree  in  or  out  of  the  picture?  more,  or  less,  foreground? — then  contrive 
ways  of  capturing  that  picture  in  the  viewfinder. 
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Exposure 

Today’s  automatic  exposure  cameras  give  good  results  on  the  whole,  but  it  is  as 
well  to  be  aware  of  their  limitations.  The  limitations  are  best  illustrated  by  asking 
you  to  imagine  that  you  are  to  photograph  three  large  panels,  one  white,  another 
black,  and  the  third  mid-gray,  all  evenly  illuminated  with  the  same  light.  You  shoot 
them  one  at  a  time  with  an  automatic-exposure  camera  close  enough  to  ensure 
that  each  panel  in  turn  fills  the  picture  completely.  The  film  is  processed  and  you 
await  the  results  .  .  .  they  show  three  nearly  identical  pictures.  All  three  panels 
appear  gray.  You  recall  similar  results  from  photographing  white  and  nearly  black 
irises  in  close-ups,  and  wondering  why  the  white  looked  under  exposed  and  the 
black  over  exposed?  It  is  because  meters  and  automatic  exposure  devices  built 
into  cameras  are  expedients;  they  read  light  reflected  from  the  subject  when  the 
best  sort  of  reading  is  of  light  falling  on  the  subject  (incident  light).  Incident  light 
meters  cannot  conveniently  be  built  into  automatic  cameras,  so  manufacturers 
use  reflected  light  and  arrange  the  mechanism  to  make  a  compromise  in  setting 
exposure  levels.  The  compromise  is  based  on  the  sort  of  pictures  most  people 
take.  The  auto-exposure  mechanism  works  on  the  assumption  that  the  reflectivity 
of  all  subjects  averages  out  to  eighteen  percent  of  the  light  falling  on  the  scene— 
that  is,  it  corresponds  to  that  mid-gray  panel  So,  when  the  mechanism  is  con¬ 
fronted  with  either  a  pale  or  a  dark  subject,  it  adjusts  exposure  to  produce  gray,  or 
the  equivalent  in  color. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  set  exposure  based  on  a  reading  of  incident  light — 
the  light  falling  on  the  subject — all  subjects,  dark  and  light,  and  all  parts  of  those 
subjects,  will  be  exposed  as  correctly  as  can  be.  There  are  meters  that  read 
incident  light  and  many  diligent  photographers  use  them  in  preference  to  reflec¬ 
tion  meters.  The  reading  is  made  at  the  subject  rather  than  at  the  camera 
position — one  reason  the  method  is  not  adaptable  to  automatic  cameras.  An 
alternative  method  that  gives  a  reading  comparable  with  that  of  an  incident  light 
meter  employs  an  inexpensive  gray  card  that  reflects  the  required  amount  of  light 
(18%).  The  card  is  placed  in  the  subject  position  so  that  its  illumination  is  the  same 
as  the  subject’s  and  the  camera  aimed  so  that  nothing  but  the  card  appears  in  the 
viewfinder.  The  camera  then  gives  an  incident  light  reading  that  can  be  used  to  set 
exposure  manually,  or  the  automatic  setting  locked  in  with  a  button  provided  on 
some  cameras  for  the  purpose. 

It  is  useful  to  remember  that  a  healthy  lawn  and  other  medium  green  vegetation 
has  a  reflectance  similar  to  that  of  an  eighteen  percent  gray  card;  so  does  a  clear 
blue,  cloudless  sky. 

The  sky  that  gives  most  trouble  in  pictures  from  automatic  cameras  is  silvery 
overcast — the  kind  of  sky  that  tires  the  eyes  after  only  half  an  hour  or  so. 
Photographs  that  include  a  hefty  chunk  of  such  a  sky  will  almost  always  show 
landscapes  beneath  them  too  dark.  Be  cautious  when  the  sky  is  silvery  bright  and 
allow  little  of  it  in  your  pictures  unless  allowance  is  made  and  exposure  increased. 

Color 

In  speaking  of  color  we  confront  the  source  of  greatest  frustration  and  the  cause 
of  most  questions  among  iris  photographers.  Frustration  arises  when  pho- 
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tographs  are  used  to  record  the  colors  of  flowers  and  are  found  not  to  be  accurate 
representations  of  the  originals.  It  is  a  remarkable  testament  to  the  achievement  of 
film  makers  that  we  have  come  to  expect  accuracy  in  our  color  photographs,  but 
color  accuracy  has  never  been  claimed  by  the  makers,  and  frustration  might  be 
lessened  if  we  remembered  that  Makers  may  claim  natural  color,  or  true  color, 
but  never  accurate  color.  The  subjective  nature  of  color  perception,  variability  in 
the  color  of  light  from  The  sun  when  it  reaches  earth,  and  difficulties  in  adjusting 
the  chemistry  of  film  dyes  make  such  a  claim  virtually  impossible  to  fulfill. 

The  commonest  of  all  complaints  among  flower  photographers  has  to  do  with 
the  pink  or  magenta  cast  that  degrades  the  color  of  many  blue  flowers.  The  fault  is 
in  the  light-sensitive  film  emulsion,  which  is  designed  to  be  sensitive  to  the 
spectrum  of  visible  radiation  from  violet  to  red,  but  is  also  in  small  degree  sensitive 
to  a  narrow  band  of  infra-red  radiation  lying  just  beyond  visible  red.  So  close  are 
the  wavelengths  of  visible  red  and  this  narrow  band  that  the  film  cannot  distin¬ 
guish  them,  and  both  are  recorded  as  red  on  the  film.  As  there  is  much  infra-red 
from  the  sun  (some  of  it  also  warms  us)  the  colors  of  many  of  our  photographic 
subjects  are  augmented  with  it.  When  the  subject  is  red  or  warm  yellow  we  are 
gratified  by  the  rich  colors  that  result  from  this  augmentation  and  congratulate 
ourselves  on  our  photography.  But  when  the  subject  is  blue,  lavender,  or  pink,  we 
are  disappointed  by  the  excessive  redness. 

Not  all  flowers  show  this  effect.  The  Himalayan  blue  poppy,  delphiniums,  most 
gentians,  and  many  other  blue  and  bluish  flowers,  seem  to  photograph  without 
significant  color  distortion.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  the  petals  of  these  flowers 
absorb  the  infra-red  radiation.  It,  therefore,  does  not  reach  the  film  to  degrade  the 
blue. 

Among  irises,  results  of  this  phenomenon  are  mixed.  Some  absorb  the  infra¬ 
red  and  photograph  well,  many  more  reflect  it  and  are  overly  red  in  photographs, 
and  a  few  sit  between  them  apparently  doing  a  little  of  each,  some,  I  suspect,  even 
behaving  differently  according  to  the  time  of  day  and  age  of  the  flower.  Siberian 
irises,  on  the  other  hand,  seem  to  suffer  severe  color  change  in  the  camera.  At  the 
other  extreme  the  blue  of  Iris  aucheri,  the  rich  blue  of  some  Louisianas,  and  the 
flash  of  blue  in  some  hybrids  from  I.  munzii  seem  to  be  well  represented  on  film.  I 
also  have  some  photographs  showing  good  color  in  Japanese  irises.  Bearded 
irises  seem  variable  in  their  rendering  but  are  seldom  entirely  satisfactory. 

Photographs  taken  during  cloudy  weather  are  freer  of  this  fault  because  much 
of  the  infra-red  radiation  from  the  sun  is  absorbed  by  water  in  the  atmosphere. 
Pictures  by  flash  also  tend  to  be  better  because  the  light  source  is  cooler.  However, 
I  have  seen  flash  pictures  showing  severe  color  degradation,  presumably  from  this 
cause.  The  difficulty  seems  to  be  compounded  by  other  factors.  For  example,  I 
had  an  entirely  satisfactory  shot  of  the  Siberian  iris  ‘Cambridge’  taken  several 
years  ago  in  Oregon.  The  flower  was  fresh-— barely  fully  open — and  its  color  in 
the  photograph  was  as  near  that  of  the  flowers  as  one  could  wish.  I  surmise  that 
the  plant’s  metabolism  in  some  way  influenced  its  response  to  infra-red.  Whether 
or  not  this  was  so,  there  remain  several  factors  influencing  the  response  of  flowers 
to  infra-red,  some  of  them  variable  and  unpredictable.  I  can  suggest  no  remedy 
for  this  redness  other  than  photographing  the  subject  during  cloudy  or  misty 
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weather  at  intervals  throughout  the  day,  and  at  several  stages  in  its  life  from  freshly 
opened  to  near  collapse. 

I  don’t  favor  the  use  of  blue  filters,  because  they  affect  the  non-blue  parts  of  the 
picture,  too.  Kodak  has  a  filter  pack  that  is  said  to  correct  the  problem  without 
introducing  distortion  from  any  other  color,  but  it  has  several  elements,  and  cuts 
effective  film  speed  by  about  six  stops,  and  I  have  met  no  one  who  has  used  it. 

Sharpness 

Fuzziness  from  camera  shake  is  the  commonest  defect  seen  in  amateur  pic¬ 
tures,  say  staff  at  processing  houses,  yet  nothing  is  easier  to  prevent.  Many 
photographers  avoid  camera  shake  by  using  only  high  shutter  speeds,  but  this 
brings  its  own  limitations,  one  of  which  is  fuzziness  from  inadequate  depth  of 
focus.  Another  is  that  many  of  the  settings  on  the  lens  that  could  contribute  to 
better  pictures  are  unavailable  when  shutter  speeds  below,  say,  a  sixtieth  of  a 
second  are  never  used.  The  keys  to  sharpness,  then,  are  careful  focusing  and  a 
rock  steady  camera. 

Many  camera  users  seem  far  too  casual  about  focusing.  It  may  be  simply  that 
the  viewfinder  of  their  camera  needs  correcting  for  their  vision,  or  perhaps  innate 
carelessness  will  require  them  to  turn  to  an  automatic  camera.  There  is  no 
tolerance  built  into  lenses  that  allows  for  a  “near  enough”  attitude  among 
photographers  in  search  of  sharp  pictures.  When  the  lens  is  focused  on  a  subject 
only  that  subject — only  the  precise  plane  of  the  subject  chosen  for  focusing — will 
be  sharp.  For  example,  when  the  subject  is  a  face  and  an  eye  is  chosen  for 
focusing  on,  only  what  is  in  the  plane  of  the  subject’s  eye  will  be  sharp.  Other  parts 
of  the  face  in  front  of  the  eye  and  behind  it— the  nose,  an  ear — may  be  tolerably 
sharp,  and  the  extent  of  that  zone  of  tolerable  sharpness  can  be  adjusted  by  the 
photographer  to  some  degree,  but  critical  sharpness  is  always  limited  to  the  plane 
focused  on. 

The  part  of  the  subject  chosen  for  critical  focus  is  therefore  important;  it  should 
be  that  part  likely  to  command  the  viewer’s  immediate  attention.  In  people 
pictures  it  is  the  eyes,  in  bearded  irises  it  is  usually  the  beard.  The  zone  of  tolerable 
sharpness  must  then  extend  forward  of  the  zone  of  critical  sharpness  and  beyond 
it  sufficiently  to  include  all  of  the  principal  subject.  This  can  be  checked  with  the 
stop  down  button,  a  device  provided  on  most  cameras,  but  too  often  neglected  by 
their  users,  that  enables  the  diaphragm  to  be  closed  to  the  preset  size  and  the  true 
depth  of  focus  seen  in  the  viewfinder.  With  the  stop  down  button  the  pho¬ 
tographer  is  able  to  see  the  picture  more  nearly  as  it  will  be  in  the  photograph. 
Only  with  the  button  depressed  does  the  viewfinder  show  what  will  be  sharp  and 
what  fuzzy  in  the  photograph. 

The  zone  of  tolerable  sharpness  is  greatest  when  the  lens  is  focused  at  a 
distance  and  least  when  focused  on  subjects  nearby;  greatest  when  the  aperture 
used  is  small,  least  when  the  aperture  is  large.  This  is  the  extent  of  the  pho¬ 
tographer’s  control  of  the  phenomenon.  There  is  much  to  be  said,  then,  for  small 
apertures.  But  small  apertures  can  be  exploited  only  by  photographers  willing  to 
use  slow  shutter  speeds,  since  aperture  and  shutter  speed  are  inseparably  linked 
at  any  chosen  exposure  level.  (The  aperture  setting  controls  the  size  of  the 
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opening  admitting  light  to  the  camera,  and  the  shutter  speed  is  the  duration  for 
which  it  remains  open. )  Pictorial  effects  often  depend  upon  allowing  part  of  the 
scene  to  remain  out  of  focus,  but  sharpness  and  unsharpness  should  be  within  the 
control  of  the  photographer  as  far  as  possible  and  not  determined  simply  by  the 
necessity  for  fast  shutter  speeds. 

This  is  where  the  importance  of  the  rock  steady  camera  is  seen.  Maximum 
sharpness  throughout  the  picture  requires  small  apertures,  slow  shutter  speeds, 
and  complete  freedom  from  camera  shake.  Many  photographers  practice  hold¬ 
ing  their  cameras  steady,  and  some  claim  to  be  able  to  do  it  well  enough  for 
shutter  speeds  down  to  a  thirtieth  of  a  second,  but  few  of  us  are  that  steady.  Use 
any  solid  object  available  to  support  the  camera  firmly,  or  lean  against  a  wall  or 
tree  to  help  prevent  body  movement  while  holding  the  camera;  or  you  might 
consider  using  a  tripod.  They  are  considered  too  clumsy  by  many,  but,  once 
accustomed  to  the  tripod,  your  pictures  will  improve  immeasurably.  Find  a  tripod 
that  is  simple,  robust,  and  as  heavy  as  you  can  manage;  weight  is  important  in  a 
tripod.  I  have  a  Gitzo  126  that  is  compact  enough  when  telescoped  for  travel 
anywhere  and  just  adequate  for  a  35mm  camera.  It  has  been  around  the  world 
with  me  and  serves  well,  but  when  circumstances  permit  I  use  a  heavier  tripod. 

Camera  vibration  when  the  shutter  is  released  can  affect  image  sharpness. 
When  the  camera  is  hand-held  the  vibration  is  damped  by  the  mass  of  the  body, 
but  on  a  lightweight  tripod  the  vibration  will  not  be  damped,  and  may  even  be 
amplified.  The  vibration  can  be  overcome  by  releasing  the  mirror  mechanism 
and  diaphragm  setting  in  advance  of  the  shutter,  and  by  pressing  steadily  with  the 
hand  vertically  downward  on  the  camera  to  add  rigidity  and  mass  to  the  camera / 
tripod  system.  One  other  source  of  fuzziness  arises  when  the  shutter  release 
button  is  depressed  clumsily.  Use  of  a  flexible  cable  release  eliminates  this  risk. 
Some  metal  wire  releases  are  too  stiff,  and  others  too  short,  to  isolate  the  camera 
from  the  jerky  hand.  I  now  use  a  device  employing  an  air  bulb  and  plunger 
marketed  as  the  Rowi;  it  has  a  reel  of  plastic  tubing  that  can  be  cut  to  any 
convenient  length  to  connect  bulb  and  plunger. 

These  precautions  against  camera  movement  are  even  more  necessary  when 
close-ups  are  attempted,  because  the  smallest  available  apertures  are  then  essen¬ 
tial  to  gain  adequate  depth  of  focus,  and  the  consequent  shutter  speeds  are 
unthinkable  without  a  tripod  carefully  used.  Furthermore,  just  as  the  image  is 
magnified  in  close-ups,  so  is  camera  movement,  and  a  slight  tremor  such  as  might 
be  scarcely  noticeable  in  a  long  shot  will  blur  a  close-up  dreadfully. 

There  are  other  advantages  to  using  a  tripod  and  flexible  release.  It  is  a  help  in 
composition  to  be  slowed  down,  as  the  photographer  is  when  using  a  tripod,  so 
that  the  scene  is  examined  more  carefully  and  distracting  objects  seen  and 
removed  from  view.  The  camera  can  be  set  up,  adjusted,  and  left  in  position  while 
the  photographer  awaits  the  best  moment  to  shoot,  when  the  wind  drops,  for 
example,  or  when  others  have  left  the  scene.  These  facilities  are  especially 
valuable  when  photographing  in  the  wild;  crouching  to  small  irises  on  steep  and 
stony  hillsides  can  create  muscular  tension  and  set  limbs  quivering.  Then  close- 
ups  with  a  hand-held  camera  are  impossible  and  a  tripod  is  essential. 
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Tips 

Here  are  a  few  tips  in  dosing.  Modern  lenses  have  a  coating  on  the  glass  that 
greatly  improves  light  transmission.  Don’t  rub  it  thoughtlessly  in  the  belief  that  it 
needs  cleaning.  The  coating  is  very  think  and  delicate.  Remove  dust  with  a  soft 
brush  and  wipe  the  surface  only  when  necessary  using  lens  tissue  slightly 
moistened  with  lens  cleaning  fluid. 

Always  use  a  lens  shade.  It  keeps  some  of  the  extraneous  light  from  degrading 
your  pictures  and  provides  slight  physical  protection  for  the  lens  itself. 

Pictures  that  look  good  when  projected  don’t  always  pass  an  editor’s  inspec¬ 
tion.  They  examine  pictures  minutely  on  a  light  table  for  fuzziness,  contrast,  and 
other  qualities  with  a  five  or  seven  power  loupe. 


In  Yunnan  Province,  China,  the  author  reverses  the  center  post  of  his 
tripod  to  power  the  camera  to  a  gentian  at  ground  level.  The  gentian 
is  small,  and  so  his  camera  was  fitted  with  an  extention  tube  to  enable 
photographs  to  be  made  at  higher  magnification  than  is  possible 
even  with  a  macro  lens.  Photograph  by  Bill  Graham. 

George  Waters,  Yunnan  Province,  China,  May  1989 
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THE  CROCUS,  A  SIGN  TO  FERTILIZE 

Stan  Cherniss  (California) 


Whenever  I  get  someone  started  to  growing  irises,  I  find  that  the  big  problem 
seems  to  be  fertilizing.  I  have  found  that  everyone  from  zone  5  to  9  seems  to  have 
crocus  bulbs.  I  always  tell  the  new  people  (and  it  has  always  worked)  that  when 
the  crocus  starts  to  bloom  it  is  time  to  do  the  first  fertilizing  of  the  year.  The  second 
time  to  fertilize  is  about  one  week  after  the  last  bloom.  I  use  5-10-10  with  a  dusting 
of  epsom  salts,  but  any  all  purpose  fertilizer  would  be  fine. 


Some  Other  Tips  on  Fertilizing 

1.  6-24-24  seems  to  the  fertilizer  choice  for  growers  in  the  middle  states  such  as 
Oklahoma,  Kansas,  and  Missouri.  Low  nitrogen  fertilizer  is  important  in  these 
states  because  abundant  growth  during  the  summer  months  often  means  rot. 
Too  much  nitrogen  in  the  fall  months  means  that  the  irises  have  a  tendency  to 
die  when  the  first  cold  weather  arrives,  especially  if  it  is  extreme  and  suddenly 
much  colder  than  it  has  been. 

2.  Many,  many  people  have  discovered  that  making  an  iris  bed  in  virgin  soil 
means  no  additives  are  needed  in  the  soil  for  at  least  the  first  two  or  three 
years.  Many  people  have  made  their  beds  “too  good”  and  have  ended  up  with 
heavy  losses.  Usually,  the  new  soil  has  enough  nutrients  and  adding  more 
tends  to  make  the  soil  too  rich.  Of  course,  one  would  have  to  know  the  soil 
type  in  his  own  area  before  making  such  a  broad  statement  as  fact. 

3.  Be  very  careful  in  using  liquid  fertilizer  as  you  would  on  many  other  garden 
plants.  Sometimes  this  results  in  beautiful  plants  with  strong  growth,  but  if  the 
season  is  one  of  those  that  produces  rot  easily,  these  healthy  plants  may  turn  to 
mush  if  liquid  fertilizer  was  applied. 

4.  Many  people  who  live  in  climates  where  mulching  is  not  used  in  the  winter  and 
where  some  winter  days  are  warm  enough  to  do  garden  work  have  found  the 
fertilizer  can  be  applied  during  the  winter  months  in  order  to  get  a  head  start 
on  spring  work.  Just  be  sure  to  follow  the  same  rules  as  you  would  during  the 
growing  season,  ie  be  sure  the  fertilizer  does  not  get  on  the  plant.  If  the 
fertilizer  can  be  placed  around  the  plant  in  January,  it  leaves  more  free  time  in 
February  (or  whenever  the  crocus  bloom  in  your  area). 

5.  An  application  of  fertilizer  immediately  after  spring  bloom  is  very  important  in 
the  remontants  (reblooming  irises).  Most  people  have  found  that  sufficient 
water  during  summer  months  is  probably  even  more  important  than  the 
fertilizer  for  good  fall  bloom. 
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GIFTS 

TO  THE  AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY 

January  14, 1992  to  July  16, 1992 


MEMORIAL  GIFTS  FOR: 

MRS.  RUBYE  SIMMS  BENTLEY 
(IN) 

Twin  States  Iris  Society  (TN) 
MONA  BOSTWICK  (CA) 

Hi  Desert  Iris  and  Daylily  Society 
(CA) 

EDYTH  BROOKS  (TX) 

The  Benson  Iris  Society  (TX) 

REX  BROWN  (CA) 

King  County  Iris  Society  (WA) 
MONTY  BYERS  (CA) 

Garden  State  Iris  Society  (NJ) 
Keith  McNames  (MI) 

MRS.  MEREDITH  (LEDA) 
CHRISTLIEB  (KS) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karol  L.  Hujsak  (OK) 
EULA  IRENE  DICKS  (AR) 

Wichita  Area  Iris  Club  (KS) 

MARY  PAT  ENGEL  (NY) 

Empire  State  Iris  Society  (NY) 
CHRIS  FISH  (CO) 

Region  20,  AIS 

MRS.  JAMES  (LUCY)  FRY  (KS) 
Garden  City  Area  Iris  Club  (KS) 
JOSEPH  A.  (JOE)  GATTY  (CA) 
Howard  and  Beverly  Bauer  (CA) 
Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  (CA) 

Garden  State  Iris  Society  (NJ) 

Paul  Gossett  (OK) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karol  L.  Hujsak  (OK) 
Bennett  and  Evelyn  Jones  (OR) 
Suky  and  Clarence  Mahan  (VA) 
Keith  NcNames  (MI) 

Roris  Gardens  (CA) 

Sacramento  Iris  Society  (CA) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  D.  Stayer  (OK) 
“Winkie”  W.  Steinhauer  (NJ) 

BILL  GUNTHER  (CA) 

San-Diego  Imperial  Counties  Iris 
Society,  Inc.  (CA) 


MELBA  HAMBLEN  (UT) 

Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  (CA) 

Paul  Gossett  (OK) 

Bennett  and  Evelyn  Jones  (OR) 
Oklahoma  Iris  Society  (OK) 

Roris  Gardens  (CA) 

Sacramento  Iris  Society  (CA) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  D.  Stayer  (OK) 
FRANK  KALICH  (NM) 

New  Mexico  Iris  Society  (NM) 
PETER  LUSTRE  (TN) 

Twin  State  Iris  Society  (TN) 
WANDA  LOU  MILLIGAN  (TX) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eugene  Becknell  (TX) 
The  Benson  Iris  Society  (TX) 
MARGARET  MULLEN  (NJ) 

Garden  State  Iris  Society  (NJ) 
BERTHA  MULLIGAN  (AR) 

Hot  Springs  Iris  Society  (AR) 

ALTA  PATTERSON  (NM) 

The  Roswell  Iris  Society  (NM) 
MRS.  DICK  (BESS)  REYNOLDS 
(TN) 

Middle  Tennessee  Iris  Society  (TN) 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Wilder  (TN) 
DR.  KOJI  TOMINO  (JAPAN) 

Suky  and  Clarence  Mahan  (VA) 
ADOLPH  VOGT  (KY) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karol  L.  Hujsak  (OK) 

SCIENTIFIC  RESEARCH  FUND: 

MEMORIAL  GIFTS: 

RICHARD  COLE  (IL) 

Prairie  Iris  Society  (IL) 

AIS  LIBRARY  ENDOWMENT 
FUND 

Indiana  Daylily- Iris  Society  (IN) 
Region  4,  AIS 

George  and  Olive  Rice  Waters 
(CA) 
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MEMORIAL  GIFTS. 

BESS  REYNOLDS  (TN) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  R.  King  (TN) 
ADOLPH  VOGT  (KY) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  R.  King  (TN) 


GIFTS  HONORING: 

HELEN  5TRALEY  (KS) 

The  Hutchinson  Iris  Club  (KS) 
♦CLARENCE  MAHAN  (VA) 

Holly  Hill  Garden  Club  (VA) 

*Gift  designed  for  the  A1S  Library  Endowment  Fund 


In  Memoriam 


ADOLPH  J.  VOGT 

Robert  Strohman 


The  entire  iris  world  was  saddened  by  the  death  of  Adolph  Vogt  on  April  27, 
just  a  day  before  the  opening  of  the  1992  A.I.S.  convention — a  convention  he 
had  fully  intended  to  attend  until  his  hospitalization  two  weeks  earlier  made  that 
impossible.  It  is  fitting  that  his  contributions  to  iris  culture  were  recognized  at  that 
same  convention  when  the  1991  Payne  Award  was  presented  posthumously  for 
his  Japanese  iris  LILAC  PEAKS  just  five  days  after  his  death. 

In  the  world  of  irises  Adolph  Vogt  was  well-known  locally,  nationally,  and 
internationally.  He  grew  many  kinds  of  iris;  but  it  is  with  Japanese  irises  that  his 
name  is  most  closely  connected.  He  said  that  while  all  irises  are  nice,  “the 
Japanese  are  the  cream  of  the  crop!  ” 

It  was  through  a  cousin  that  he  first  became  interested  in  irises.  When  his  cousin 
threw  out  several  rhizomes  that  were  rotting,  Adolph  rescued  them,  took  them 
home  and  treated  them,  and  saw  them  live  and  flourish.  In  1959  he  went  to  a 
meeting  of  the  Louisville  Area  Iris  Society,  joined  that  society  and  remained  a 
dedicated  member  ever  after. 

Adolph  branched  out  into  Japanese  irises  when  he  and  his  late  wife  Clara  saw 
some  for  the  first  time  at  an  all-Japanese  show  in  Terre  Haute.  Impressed,  he  had 
to  see  if  he  could  grow  them  in  Kentucky  and  bought  six  seedlings  for  five  dollars 
just  to  see.  Studying  their  culture,  he  was  able  to  provide  the  conditions  they 
require  and  make  a  success  of  them.  As  his  interest  grew,  he  met  the  President  of 
the  Society  for  Japanese  Irises,  Eleanor  Westmeier,  and  hybridizers  Art  Hazard 
and  W.A.  Payne.  Payne  was  quitting  business  and  instead  of  delivering  the  twenty 
plants  Adolph  had  ordered  he  gave  him  forty.  Adolph  didn’t  even  have  beds 
prepared  for  that  many  and  was  forced  to  put  the  extra  plants  in  newly-turned 
soil.  But  in  doing  so,  he  found  that  Japanese  irises  are  not  fussy  and  will  do  just 
fine  in  Kentucky  “with  a  little  effort  and  lots  of  water.  ” 

It  was  Payne’s  gift  of  some  Japanese  iris  seeds  which  led  to  Adolph’s  own  work 
with  hybridizing.  He  registered  several  Japanese  irises  including  ICY  PEAKS, 
SNOWMAN,  and  LITTLE  SNOWBALL.  Two  of  his  most  recent  varieties  are 
ROSY  SUNRISE  and  VERMILLION  SUNSET,  both  introduced  in  1992. 

But  the  high  points  of  his  hybridizing  program  came  first  in  1989  when  he 
received  the  Payne  Award  for  his  iris  ORIENTAL  EYES  and  again  for  LILAC 
PEAKS. 

In  1984  Adolph  traveled  to  Japan  where  he  was  able  to  meet  some  of  the  well- 
known  hybridizers  there,  including  the  late  Dr.  Hirao.  Among  his  observations 
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about  how  the  Japanese  make  use  of  the  limited  space  they  have  was  his 
description  of  an  apartment  in  Tokyo  where  the  gardener  was  growing  a  hundred 
varieties  in  pans  of  water  on  a  fourth -floor  roof. 

Adolph  served  the  Louisville  Area  Iris  Society  as  President,  1975-76.  He  was 
President  of  the  Society  for  Japanese  Irises  two  terms.  He  was  made  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Society  for  Japanese  Irises  at  its  1990  convention.  From  1973  to 
1975  he  was  Region  Seven  Vice-President.  He  served  on  the  AIS  Board  of 
Directors  from  1976  to  1978.  For  all  his  efforts  he  was  awarded  the  American  Iris 
Society  Distinguished  Service  Medal.  He  also  belonged  to  the  Florida  Iris  Society 
whose  meetings  he  attended  when  he  spent  winters  in  that  state.  And  he  was  an 
AIS  Emeritus  Judge. 

Adolph  had  been  an  equipment  engineer  and  was  retired  from  South  Central 
Bell.  A  Louisville,  Kentucky,  native,  he  lived  in  that  city  all  his  life,  except  for  his 
service  time  in  World  War  II,  and  grew  his  vast  quantities  of  irises  just  200  yards 
from  where  he  was  born. 

In  Adolph’s  obituary  in  the  Louisville  Courier-Journal  it  was  requested  that 
expressions  of  sympathy  be  sent  as  memorial  gifts  to  the  Society  for  Japanese 
Irises. 

Adolph  Vogt  is  survived  by  his  sister  Minnie  Vogt,  his  brother  Frank  Vogt,  his 
granddaughters  Jo  Marie  Brotherton  and  Debra  Vogt/  and  by  all  his  many  iris 
friends. 


In  Memoriam 


Mrs.  Harold  O.  Bunker  (Indiana) 
Frank  Charles  (Kansas) 

Vivienne  Cummings  (Idaho) 
Joseph  Donovan  (New  Jersey) 
Chris  Fish  (Colorado) 

Earl  L.  Groff,  Sr.  (New  Jersey) 

W.  J.  Gunther  (California) 

H.  Elberte  Harrison  (Maryland) 


Jack  Heath  (Tennessee) 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Hopton  (Mississippi) 
Wayne  A.  Loontjer  (Missouri) 
Laurie  H.  McMillan  (Georgia) 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Patterson  (New  Mexico) 
J.  Oliver  Reece  (New  York) 

Mrs.  Charles  Taylor  (New  Jersey) 


CONTRIBUTIONS  AND  MEMORIAL  GIFTS 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY:  Send  to  The  American  Iris  Society,  Jeane 
Stayer,  Secretary,  7414  E.  60th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK  74145. 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  FOUNDATION:  Send  to  AIS  Foundation, 
Richard  T.  Pettijohn,  Treasurer,  122  S.  39th,  Apt.  604,  Omaha,  NE 
68131.  Donations  to  the  Foundation  and  AIS  are  tax  deductible. 

Note:  please  include  name  and  address  of  next-of-kin  pertaining  to 
memorial  gifts,  so  that  a  card  of  acknowledgment  may  be  sent. 
Checks  should  be  payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society  or  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Iris  Society  Foundation. 
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“SOMETHING  OLD,  SOMETHING 
NEW”— A  CALL  TO  ACTION 


Louise  Clay  Smith  (Virginia) 


4  The  time  has  come,”  the  walrus  said,  “to  talk  of  many  things  of  cactuses  and 
politics,  of  palaces  and  kings.  ” 

Just  so  today,  the  time  has  come  for  us  to  talk  of  the  need  to  create  a  new 
outlook  on  “why  hybridizing?  ”  Seems  to  me  it  is  time  to  stop  and  think,  and  to 
change  and  readjust  our  goals  mightily  to  a  totally  different  direction.  We  have  all 
followed  the  same  general  aims— like  adjustments  first  to  the  flowers  as  our  main 
drive.  Stand  back  and  think.  We  have  to  pay  attention  to  something  else  more 
fundamentally  important! 

Remember  one  of  the  main  happenings  this  winter— it  was  one  of  the  severest 
winters,  so  many  flowers  totally  died.  Jim  James  of  Overland  Park,  Kansas,  said  of 
the  58  specially  cared  for  irises  that  he  took  with  him  when  he  moved  from 
Williamsburg,  Virginia,  50  died  from  the  cold,  and  he  had  heard  of  one  person 
who  lost  5000  plants,  I  believe.  This  sudden  change  from  some  extensive  warm 
weather  to  sudden  extended  very  cold  weather  is  a  matter  of  greatest  concern  for 
all  iris  growers  who  experience  such  usual  changes.  Therefore  I  believe  hardiness 
is  of  the  greatest  importance  now,  and  that  most  of  the  hybridizers  should  take  the 
initiative  in  earnestly  creating  hardiness  in  the  iris  plants  as  the  most  important 
change  to  be  made.  We  have  all  the  necessary  items  needed  now  already 
available  in  the  wings  just  waiting  and  waiting  to  be  utilized. 

Foremost:  hardiness  information  of  the  strongest  kind  for  iris  plants  has  been 
accumulated  in  the  List  of  Antique  Plants  and  of  Historical  Plants  that  have 
survived  for  “40  years  or  more,”  already  having  lived  through  all  the  kinds  of 
intolerable  and  customary  weathers  possible,  and  they  have  done  it  without 
assistance  and  care.  This  indicates  to  everyone  that  these  surviving  irises  were 
endowed  with  a  spectacular  asset— SURVIVAL  GENES!  (A  very  special  gift  from 
God.)  Man,  in  his  thirst  and  eagerness  to  improve  on  everything,  decided  that 
beauty  was  the  most  desirable  necessary  characteristic,  so  we  have  been  working 
toward  that  direction  ever  since. 

Look  at  what  wonders  and  marvels  have  been  created  by  alterations  and 
adjustments  to  irises.  But  what  is  needed  even  more?  Mother  Nature  has  a 
personal  action  that  I  believe  she  wants  us  to  take  now— to  take  the  SURVIVAL 
GENE,  re  install  it  firmly  back  into  all  irises.  She  could  be  the  queen  of  flowers 
with  the  very  GENE  we  ignored  and  cast  away  thoughtlessly! 

We  have  the  knowledge.  We  have  the  manpower  and  womanpower!  We  have 
the  land.  We  have  the  surviving  irises!  Now  we  just  have  to  combine  what  we 
have,  pull  all  our  informations  into  one  cooperating  body,  and  we  could  work 
wonders. 

Remember  the  fragrances  that  Grandmother’s  flowers  had?  We  could  bring  all 
the  fragrances  back!  The  fragrance  genes  are  still  there! 

Remember  the  quantities  of  blooms  Grandmother’s  flowers  had?  We  have  the 
quantities  of  BLOOMS  available!  We  could  include  them. 


77 


Remember  the  exquisite  charm  and  loveliness  of  our  new  creations?  We  have 
all  those  beauties  still  available! 

Think  of  the  possibilities  in  this  way: 

(1)  Something  OLD  (hardiness,  antiques!) 

(2)  Something  NEW  (modern  beauties!) 

(3)  Something  FRAGRANT  (perfumes) 

(4)  REBLOOMERS  (too!)  (added  interests) 

This  is  possible,  and  just  waiting  for  our  efforts! 

Now  to  the  realities  as  to  how  this  will  come  about.  ....  If  every  hybridizer  will 
take  the  time  and  trouble  to  explain  to  many  other  persons  the  mysteries  and 
techniques  of  hybridizing  BUT  (and  this  is  the  important  part): 

ALWAYS  USE  AN  ANTIQUE  IRIS  IN  EVERY  CROSS  TO  BE  SURE  THAT 
THE  POSSIBILITIES  EXIST  THAT  THE  ALL-IMPORTANT  SURVIVAL-GENE 
IS  PARTICULARLY  AND  SPECIALLY  INCLUDED  AS  A  BASIC  NECESSITY. 

And  we  can  include  whichever  beautiful  new  irises,  fragrant  irises,  and  re¬ 
bloomers  too  so  that  all  will  eventually  be  represented. 

Now  this  will  not  happen  overnight  or  even  very  quickly,  but  through  a  serious, 
continuous  and  unflagging  desire  to  bring  this  into  reality.  This  is  a  long  term  goal, 
but  worth  everyone’s  heartfelt  desire. 

The  choice  is  yours.  The  sooner  more  persons  express  the  desire  for  HARDY 
IRISES,  the  sooner  it  can  be  brought  into  actuality.  When  Mother  Nature  snaps 
her  whip  of  painful  weathers  and  afflictions,  all  irises  that  have  her  ingrown 
SURVIVAL  GENES  WILL  BE  SAVED! 

Join  eagerly  with  those  persons  who  already  have  gathered  with  the  historical, 
fragrance,  reblooming  and  additional  groups.  Work  with  each  othpr  use  all  their 
accumulated  knowledge  and  suggestions,  share  with  them  your  hopes  and 
problems  too;  let’s  all  work  together  in  bringing  this  dream  into  being.  We 
certainly  will  need  to  assist  each  other  to  overcome  the  mysteries  and  problems  of 
hardiness.  They  are  waiting  eagerly  for  your  loving  help!  Remember — get  every¬ 
one  interested  in  hybridizing,  they  have  as  good  a  chance  at  pollen-daubing  as 
anyone  else!  Remember,  too,  that  rebloomers  are  naturally  more  weather  resis¬ 
tant  and  vigorous  too! 

Remember  this  New  SLOGAN: 

Something  OLD  (’specially  the  OLD,  for  their  GENES!) 

Something  NEW 

Something  FRAGRANT 

REBLOOMING  and 

INTERESTING  too! 

The  future  is  coming  with  giant  steps! 
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REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  STAGES  OF 
HYBRIDIZING  LIFE 

Sharon  McAllister  (New  Mexico) 

Long  winter  evenings,  when  outdoor  gardening  is  out  of  the  question  even  in 
New  Mexico,  lend  themselves  to  reflections  on  the  past  and  plans  for  the  future. 
This  year,  while  organizing  and  computerizing  the  records  that  I’ve  accumulated 
in  my  hybridizing  career,  I  realized  that  I’ve  passed  through  three  separate  stages 
and  entered  a  fourth.  Whether  you  have  more  hybridizing  experience  or 
less.  .  .  .  Whether,  like  me,  you  work  with  arils  and  arilbreds,  or  work  with  other 
types.  .  .  .  Perhaps  you’ll  find  something  of  interest  in  my  stories.  .  .  . 

Stage  1 — Pollen  Daubing 

This  was  fun.  No  more,  no  less,  I  spent  about  20  years  in  this  stage,  but 
probably  made  crosses  in  no  more  than  five  seasons  during  that  period.  I 
certainly  didn’t  bother  with  keeping  records.  I  don’t  mean  to  disparage  this  stage, 
because  some  people  enjoy  it  so  much  that  they  prefer  Pollen  Daubing  to  a  more 
planned  approach  and  stick  with  it  indefinitely.  1  do  suspect  that  successful  Pollen 
Daubers  have  much  better  developed  intuitive  powers  for  making  crosses  than  I 
do.  In  this  stage,  my  basic  approach  was  crossing  everything  in  my  garden  with 
everything  else  in  order  to  see  what  worked.  I  had  fun  and  I  learned  a  lot. 

If  you  consider  yourself  a  Pollen  Dauber  and  enjoy  this  approach,  I  don’t  mean 
to  discourage  you.  Stick  with  it.  On  the  other  hand,  if  you’re  having  fun  but  are  a 
little  disappointed  with  the  percentage  of  good  seedlings  that  you  get — it  may  be 
time  to  move  on  to  another  stage. 

Stage  2 — Apprenticeship 

I  spent  about  five  years  in  this  stage,  although  I  wish  it  could  have  lasted  longer. 
It  began  in  the  mid-70’s,  when  I  met  the  avid  hybridizers  of  the  Mesilla  Valley  Iris 
Society.  One  of  these  was  George  Bryant,  who  had  also  worked  on  the  1976  ASI 
Checklist.  From  him,  I  picked  up  a  crucial  bit  of  information:  Esther  the  Queen, 
one  of  the  best  parents  I’d  been  working  with,  had  been  introduced  by  Gene 
Hunt.  It  was  Gene  who  had  interested  me  in  irises  so  many  years  before.  I’m  not 
sure  who  was  more  surprised  at  this  turn  of  events:  me,  at  that  bit  of  news  or 
George,  at  the  thought  that  I  knew  Gene  but  didn’t  know  about  his  accomplish¬ 
ments. 

Needless  to  say,  George  quickly  introduced  me  to  AIS  Registration  &  Introduc¬ 
tion  Booklets  and  Checklists.  I  got  in  touch  with  Gene  about  obtaining  more  of  his 
introductions,  but  he  no  longer  had  his  commercial  garden — by  then  he  offered 
his  irises  only  through  ASI.  I  joined  ASI  in  1976,  obtained  a  complete  set  of  ASI 
Yearbooks  and  bought  a  Checklist.  I  also  started  corresponding  with  Gene  and,  at 
his  suggestion,  with  Tom  Wilkes. 

In  this  stage,  I  focused  my  efforts,  turned  to  planned  crosses,  and  started  to 
keep  more  detailed  records.  Although  I  continued  to  experiment,  I  also  made  a 
number  of  crosses  under  the  guidance  of  experts.  Three  of  my  first  eight  introduc- 
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tions  were  from  those  1977  crosses,  but  only  one  selected  from  the  1978, 1979, 
1980  crosses  with  the  other  four  from  1981  crosses.  This  pattern  may  strike  you  as 
clear  evidence  of  Beginner’s  Luck,  but  I  believe  that  luck  was  really  a  factor  in  only 
one  of  the  ’77  seedlings:  OPALS  FOR  ETHEL.  The  other  two,  EXPERT  ADVICE 
and  HIDDEN  TALENTS,  demonstrate  the  value  of  following  the  advice  of  an 
expert — they  were  from  a  cross  that  Gene  Hunt  suggested  to  me. 

HARD  TO  GET  was  the  selection  from  1979  seedlings.  You  might  say  that  it 
was  a  clear  example  of  luck  running  out.  I  underestimated  the  demand  when  I 
introduced  it,  shipped  too  much,  replanted  too  little,  and  lost  it.  My  “luck”  finally 
returned  in  the  spring  of  1981,  with  a  bumper  seed  crop  that  ultimately  resulted  in 
the  introduction  of  ROSE  OF  SHARON,  REDWING’S  BRAVE,  SINGING  BIRD, 
and  UNCLAIMED  TREASURE — but  again  I  must  confess  that  all  four  came  from 
crosses  that  Gene  originally  suggested. 

Overall,  that’s  slightly  more  than  one  introduction  for  every  thousand  seeds  I 
obtained  during  this  period.  That’s  not  very  impressive,  but  my  record  has 
improved  over  the  years  as  I’ve  learned  more  and  refined  my  approach  to  get 
more  good  seedlings  from  fewer  crosses. 

After  1981,  when  my  apprenticeship  was  cut  short  by  Gene’s  death,  I  was 
essentially  on  my  own,  although  I  continued  to  benefit  from  the  knowledge  of 
other  experts  by  reading  various  publications  and  by  corresponding  with  other 
hybridizers.  In  many  respects,  as  long  as  I  continue  to  learn  from  other’s  experi¬ 
ences,  that  stage  will  continue.  To  me,  one  of  the  most  fascinating  phenomena  in 
hybridizing  is  that  the  more  I  learn,  the  less  I  “know.  ”  Each  lesson  learned,  each 
problem  solved,  opens  up  new  avenues  of  exploration. 

Stage  3 — Exploiting  the  Known 

For  the  next  five  years,  1  concentrated  on  planned  programs  and  worked  with 
fertile  families.  During  this  period,  I  started  working  with  Gus  Seligmann.  He’d 
been  “Pollen  Daubing”  for  some  time  and  had  the  garden  conditions  and  space 
to  grow  a  lot  of  seedlings,  but  he  was  about  to  give  up  making  crosses  because  of 
arthritis.  The  solution  was  simple:  I  made  the  crosses  he  suggested  as  well  as  the 
ones  that  I’d  planned,  and  we  grew  the  seedlings  together.  Sometimes  the  lines 
between  “yours,  mine  and  ours”  got  a  bit  blurry,  but  we  had  a  lot  of  fun. 

From  1981  through  1984,  we  produced  500  to  1,000  seedlings  each  year  by 
crosses  within  the  family  of  half-breds.  From  the  resultant  seedlings  we  selected: 
BOLD  &  BEAUTIFUL,  CASA  VICENTE,  EDITH  SELIGMANN,  GOTCHA, 
HERB  McKUSiCK,  KEEP  ’EM  GUESSING,  ORGAN  SHADOWS,  SONORAN 
DOVE,  WANDERLUST,  and  WHIRLING  THUNDER— as  well  as  other  seedlings 
still  under  evaluation.  I  got  to  see  first-hand  the  immense  variation  possible 
among  crosses.  Some  produced  nothing  worthwhile.  Some  were  uniformly 
good.  For  example:  Heart  Stealer  X  Song  of  Esther  produced  17  uniformly  good 
seedlings  of  lavender-pinkish  tones — and  one  outstanding  adobe  pink  that  was 
introduced  as  CASA  VICENTE.  Martha  Mae  X  Moon  Dust  offspring  ranged  from 
white  and  gold,  through  the  somber  blue-grey  of  Sonoran  Dove  and  the  orchid  & 
rose  tones  of  Wanderlust,  to  the  iridescent  red /purple /brown  of  Gotcha. 

During  this  period,  we  also  experimented  with  crosses  between  fertile  families, 
producing  the  quarter-breds  SWEETNESS  &  LIGHT  and  JOINT  VENTURE  and 


80 


the  3/4-breds,  WARRIOR  CHIEF  and  WHIRLWIND  ROMANCE.  Theoretically, 
these  should  be  infertile — but  to  my  pleasant  surprise,  both  JOINT  VENTURE 
and  WHIRLWIND  ROMANCE  have  proven  to  be  not  only  fertile  but  outstanding 
parents. 

Crosses  within  a  fertile  family,  whatever  the  type,  are  more  apt  to  produce  a 
good  crop  of  viable  seeds  and  a  favorable  percentage  of  worthwhile  seedlings.  All 
modern  TBs,  for  example,  can  be  considered  members  of  the  same  fertile  family: 
the  48-chromosome  tetraploids.  For  the  arilbred  hybridizer,  the  halfbreds  provide 
the  best  opportunity.  Most  people  prefer  working  with  these  fertile  families,  and  I 
certainly  recommend  mastering  them  before  venturing  off  into  the  unknown. 

Stage  4— -Exploring  the  Unknown 

Some  of  us,  however,  like  the  challenge  of  working  with  wide  crosses.  After  Gus 
died,  I  scaled  down  my  work  with  half-bred  lines  and  turned  my  attention  to 
genetic  experiments.  I  don’t  recommend  this  for  everbody.  I  grow  fewer  seedlings 
now,  but  I  have  to  culture  many  seeds  to  bring  one  seedling  to  bloom  size.  My 
rewards  take  the  form  of  fascinating  surprises  in  the  seedling  patch:  unexpected 
colors  and  patterns  and,  sometimes,  fertility  breakthroughs. 

Although  I’m  not  producing  as  many  new  seedlings  each  year  as  10  years  ago, 
overall  things  are  still  improving  in  the  seedling  patch.  In  1987,  for  example,  I  lined 
out  only  110  seedlings  from  8  crosses.  I  kept  80  of  them  after  evaluating  their 
maiden  bloom,  because  the  crop  was  so  small  and  some  were  important  wide 
crosses  that  I  expected  to  show  little  fertility.  After  further  observation,  I  chose  11 
as  possible  candidates  for  introduction.  This  certainly  doesn’t  mean  that  I  expect 
to  introduce  one  out  of  ten  just  that  I  will  evaluate  this  group  more  closely.  I  think 
there’s  a  good  chance  that  at  least  one  of  them  will  meet  my  criteria:  an  attractive, 
distinctive  flower  on  a  plant  that  has  good  growth  habits  and,  preferably,  is  a 
proven  parent. 

Two  of  the  best  of  these  came  from  my  attempts  to  get  textured,  onco-like 
veining  on  arilbreds.  One  of  the  offspring  of  My  Joy  X  (I.  calcaria  x  I.  yebrudii  v. 
Edgecombii),  looks  like  a  bicolor-plicata  pattern  with  aril  form.  The  flower  is  a  bit 
more  egg-shaped  than  globular.  The  white  standards  have  violet  veining  on  the 
rim,  while  the  yellow  falls  have  a  similar  pattern  in  rust.  It  has  already  proven 
partially  fertile  both  ways.  Considering  its  pedigree,  even  this  limited  fertility  is  an 
unexpected  bonus.  One  from  Wished  for  Child  X  I.  kirkwoodii  has  near-white 
standards,  clean  primrose-yellow  falls,  and  a  small,  near-black  spot.  It  has  an 
exceptionally  strong  stalk  and  excellent  substance.  Most  important,  it  is  partially 
fertile  and  has  passed  these  traits  along  to  some  of  its  offspring. 

In  1988,  my  experiments  included  more  work  with  the  arilbred-medians.  (See 
my  article  in  the  July  1989  Bulletin,  “In  Quest  of  Fertile  Arilmedians,  ”  if  you  want 
to  know  more  about  this  line.)  I’ve  now  grown  a  number  of  seedlings  from 
GENE’S  LITTLE  SECRET  crossed  with  various  half-breds.  These  are  one-half 
aril,  one-quarter  TB  and  one-quarter  median.  I  introduced  the  first  one  in  1991  as 
PROMISE  OF  LOVE  and  will  have  others  ready  to  introduce  in  the  next  year  or 
two.  As  I  expected,  the  fertility  is  somewhat  limited  in  the  first  generation,  but  this 
cross  has  produced  some  nice  garden  subjects,  and  they  exhibit  enough  fertility 
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that  I’m  eagerly  awaiting  bloom  of  the  second-generation  seedlings  I’ve  obtained. 
I  also  have  quite  a  few  seedlings  from  crosses  of  GENE’S  LITTLE  SECRET  with 
other  arilbred  medians,  and  look  forward  to  exploring  this  line  further. 

I  also  discovered  that  one  of  my  3/4-bred  seedlings,  which  I  later  introduced  as 
WHIRLWIND  ROMANCE,  was  extremely  fertile.  I  used  it  with  a  variety  of  half- 
breds,  and  found  that  the  resultant  seedlings  exhibited  a  wide  range  of  colors  and 
patterns,  but  most  inherited  the  globular  form  of  WHIRLWIND  ROMANCE  along 
with  its  excellent  substance. 

In  1989,  I  lined  out  339  seedlings  from  34  crosses  (not  counting  the  seeds  I 
stored  or  gave  away).  Sixty-six  of  them  bloomed  in  1991,  and  I’m  looking  forward 
to  more  surprise  in  1992.  Of  course,  I  made  a  lot  more  than  34  crosses — but  most 
were  wide  ones,  giving  relatively  few  takes  and  few  seeds  per  pod.  Among  these 
seedlings  were  a  number  of  quarter-breds  with  signal  spots  on  flowers  with  wide, 
ruffled,  flaring  form.  (“The  Serendipity  Series”  described  in  the  January  1992 
Bulletin). 

What  next?  If  I  knew  the  answer  to  that,  I  would  not  have  entitled  this  stage 
“Exploring  the  Unknown.”  I  want  to  continue  work  with  these  programs,  and 
follow  up  whatever  breakthroughs  I  find  in  the  seedling  patch.  In  the  arilbred 
medians,  I’m  working  toward  improved  fertility  in  the  advanced  generations.  In 
the  quarter-breds,  I’m  trying  to  get  more  aril-appearing  flowers.  In  the  half-breds, 
I’m  exploring  the  plicata-like  pattern  and  pursuing  better  tangerine-pink 
arilbreds.  In  the  triploids  and  %-bred  tetraploids,  I’m  selecting  for  improved 
fertility.  Of  course,  I  intend  to  continue  work  with  the  tetraploid  arils,  both  in  line¬ 
breeding  and  outcrossing  to  TBs,  as  well  as  exploring  some  even  wider  crosses. 

That’s  my  tale.  I’m  certainly  not  suggesting  that  everyone  will  experience  the 
same  time  frame,  or  even  that  there  is  a  distinct,  well-defined  Luiisition  from  one 
stage  to  the  next,  but  I  do  think  that  the  overall  pattern  is  a  common  one.  If  you’re 
just  starting  out,  I  hope  I’ve  given  you  an  interesting  preview  of  the  stages  you 
may  encounter.  If  you’ve  been  hybridizing  for  a  while,  I  hope  that  it  inspires  you  to 
share  some  of  your  own  experiences. 

YOUTH  VIEWS 

Jean  E.  Morris 


Youth  Essay  Contest  Winner 

Congratulations  are  in  order  for  Miss  Townley  S.  Reilly  of  Lexington,  Kentucky, 
winner  of  the  1992  Ackerman  Memorial  Youth  Essay  Contest  sponsored  by  the 
AIS  Foundation.  This  year’s  topic  was,  “How  Can  I  Interest  My  Friends  in 
Growing  Irises?  ”  Townley  is  the  happy  recipient  of  $100.  Look  in  the  January  ’93 
BULLETIN  under  “Youth  Views”  for  information  about  next  year’s  essay  con¬ 
test.  And  now,  the  winning  essay. 


March  14,  1992 

Dear  Sara, 

Hi,  how  are  you?  I’m  fine  and  looking  forward  to  Spring  Vacation.  Bet  you  are 
too!  The  weather  is  really  weird  here;  one  day  it’s  hot  and  the  next  it’s  cold.  I 


82 


wanted  to  tell  you  about  my  iris  and  see  if  you  would  like  to  grow  some  yourself.  I 
know  what  you’re  thinking,  “UGH,  ”  but  it’s  really  fun.  The  only  hard  part  about  it 
is  keeping  the  weeds  out  of  the  bed.  My  aunt  encouraged  me  to  plant  my  own  bed 
because  I  was  always  cutting  flowers  out  of  her  iris  garden.  (You  should  see  her 
garden  when  it  is  in  full  bloom.  WOW!  It’s  SO  pretty!)  She  gave  me  some 
rhizomes  to  get  me  started.  I  planted  my  rhizomes  and  entered  some  single  iris  in 
the  Iris  Show  my  first  year.  My  second  year  I  added  an  English  Box  and  won 
several  ribbons  and  even  a  crystal  bowl.  I  couldn’t  believe  it  because  it  had  not 
been  a  lot  of  work. 

It’s  really  easy  to  get  started.  I’ll  even  give  you  some  rhizomes  after  I  divide 
them  this  summer.  In  August  you  can  plant  them,  then  wait  unil  March  to  fertilize 
them  and  clean  out  the  weeds.  By  May  you  should  have  some  beautiful  flowers.  If 
you  have  some  to  show  I’ll  lend  you  vases  and  help  you  to  groom  them  to  enter 
the  Iris  Show.  Who  knows?  You  might  even  win  a  ribbon!  Even  if  you  don’t,  you 
will  get  to  see  really  pretty  iris,  learn  more  about  them  and  meet  other  kids  who 
have  iris  beds.  It  really  is  a  lot  of  fun! 

If  you  don’t  enter  the  Iris  Show,  you  still  have  something  beautiful  to  show  for 
your  effort.  I  think  irises  are  one  of  the  prettiest  flowers  around.  When  I  share 
them  with  my  parents’  friends  they  are  really  impressed  that  I  grew  them  myself.  I 
don’t  let  them  know  how  easy  it  is!  I’ve  even  helped  to  get  my  mother  interested 
in  growing  irises. 

Well,  I’ve  got  to  go.  Mother  has  a  list  of  chores  for  me  to  do.  You  know  how 
parents  are!  Think  about  planting  your  own  iris  bed.  I’ll  be  glad  to  help  you.  Hey, 
we  could  even  go  to  the  shows  together!  That  would  really  be  fun!  Write  soon. 

Your  friend,  Townley 

Youth  Achievement  Contest  Rules 

In  addition  to  the  Essay  Contest,  AIS  Youth  have  the  opportunity  to  participate 
in  the  Youth  Achievement  Contest;  but  only  if  YOU  are  willing  to  nominate  them. 
There  are  many  deserving  youth  out  there,  so  why  not  do  YOUR  part  while  this 
year’s  whirl  of  iris  activities  is  fresh  in  your  mind.  Use  the  following  guidelines  to 
nominate  your  favorite  AIS  youth. 

She/He  grows  a  very  fine  garden  of  her/his  own. 

She/He  is  an  active  hybridizer. 

She/He  has  contributed  to  an  iris  publication. 

She/He  has  helped  an  iris  organization  through  a  committee  or  activity. 

She/He  visits  local  gardens. 

She/He  has  attended  regional/national  conventions. 

She/He  is  studying  to  become  or  is  already  as  AIS  judge. 

She/He  has  promoted  irises  and/or  AIS  to  others. 

She/He  has  found  new  AIS  members. 

She/He  competes  enthusiastically  in  shows. 

She/He  is  involved  in  scientific  experiments  with  irises. 

She/He  is  interested  in  irises  other  than  TBs. 

She/He  shows  leadership. 

If  you  know  an  AIS  Youth  Member  who  is  active  in  any  of  these  areas,  please 
nominate  that  youth!  Rules  are  simple.  Any  AIS  member  may  nominate  any  AIS 
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youth  member.  Entries  must  be  in  writing,  including  the  name  and  age  of  the 
youth  member,  and  mailed  to  Jean  E.  Morris,  682  Huntley  Hgts.  Dr.,  Ballwin,  MO 
63021  by  January  31, 1993.  The  youth  committee  will  code  the  entries  to  conceal 
identities  and  send  them  to  a  carefully  selected  panel  of  judges.  Awards  will  be 
presented  at  the  National  Convention  in  Ft.  Worth.  Tips  to  Nominators:  Please 
use  the  activity  list  above  as  an  outline  for  your  nomination,  elaborating  on  each 
area  that  applies  to  your  nominee.  Try  to  limit  your  nomination  to  a  maximum  of 
two  pages.  Feel  free  to  add  anything  not  covered  in  the  list,  especially  those 
qualities  that  make  your  nominee  special.  Take  as  much  care  and  consideration 
as  possible  in  preparing  your  nomination.  How  well  you  present  your  nominee  to 
the  judges  can  influence  the  outcome. 
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Newscast 
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The  AIS  Library  Project  is  off  and  run¬ 
ning,  and  we  need  your  support! 

AIS  must  first  find  a  benefactor-— an 
individual,  organization,  corporation,  or 
foundation— willing  to  donate  a  site  and 
building  to  receive  material  now  stored  in 
the  Ponca  Municipal  library.  The  library 
needs  the  space  occupied  by  our  iris 
books,  catalogs  and  records.  We  must  have 
an  alternative  location  in  the  forthcoming 
year.  Time  is  short  and  the  need  is  great. 
Future  Bulletins  will  carry  additional  infor¬ 
mation  and  a  ‘request  for  proposal’  for  a 
permanent  AIS  Library.  Clarence  Mahan 
can  furnish  information  to  interested  parties 
in  the  interim. 

Second  and  continuing:  a  sizable  en¬ 
dowment  fund  will  be  required  to  staff  and 
run  an  AIS  Library.  You  now  may  desig¬ 
nate  contributions  and  donations  to  the 
AIS  Memorial  Fund  specifically  for  the  Li¬ 
brary  Project.  These  gifts  will  remain  separ¬ 
ate  from  all  other  AIS  and  Foundation 
funds  and  will  be  used  solely  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  and  upkeep  of  the  AIS  Library. 
The  donations  should  be  sent  to  the  AIS 
Secretary  Jeane  Stayer. 

Modem  technology  enables  a  central 
depository  of  information  to  serve  a  far- 
flung  audience  economically  and  effectively. 
What  better  time  to  establish  an  Iris  Li¬ 
brary?  Only  the  location  is  in  question  and 
that  can  be  solved  by  a  caring  and  commit¬ 
ted  patron. 
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AIS  SALES  ITEMS 


THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES  . $17.50 

Edited  by  Warburton  &  Hamblen;  34  contributors  and  authors  including  international 
authorities.  494  pages  of  text;  32  pages  full  color.  Published  in  1978  and  the  most 
authoritative  book  on  all  phases  of  irises,  scientific  and  popular,  6"  x  9"  hard  bound  cloth 
cover. 

HANDBOOK  FOR  JUDGES  AND  SHOW  OFFICIALS  ...........  complete. . . .  $6.00 

pages  only. . .  $4.00 

Fifth  Edition,  in  handy  looseleaf  form.  Available  with  or  without  binder  for  holding  the 
pages. 

Iris  Notes,  3V2  x  hYz,  reproductions  of  watercolors  from  the  archives  of  the  Brooklyn 
Botanic  Garden,  $4.00  per  pack,  3  for  $11.00.  Each  pack  contains  ten  notes  and  envelopes, 
two  different  designs. 

Order  by  pack  number:  Pack  1:  5  Iris  aurea,  5  Iris  latifolia. 

Pack  2:  5  iris  xiphium,  5  Japanese  iris. 

Pack  3:  5  Iris  pallida  hybrid,  5  Gladwyn  iris. 

IRIS  SHOW  POSTERS  ......................................  Packet  of  6,  $10.00 

Promote  your  show  with  these  full-color  posters  11"  x  16". 


AIS  LAPEL  PINS  ......................................................  $5.00 

AIS  logo  in  blue  and  green  on  silver  plated  pin  Yz"  x  %"  with  safety  lock  catch. 

BASIC  IRIS  CULTURE  ..........................  each  $1.25;  packet  of  25,  $15.00 

A  32 -page  booklet  covering  the  basic  aspects  of  growing  irises.  Available  in  single  issue  or 
quantity  for  resale  by  societies  at  meetings,  shows  and  sales. 

1991  AIS  MEMBERSHIP  BOOK.  A  complete  listing  of  members  of  AIS,  including  ad¬ 
dresses.  ..............................................................  $10.00 

IRIS  POST  CARDS  .............................  Packet  $2.00;  3  Packets  for  $5.00 

Twelve  different  shots,  in  color,  per  packet. 

1939  CHECK  LIST . . ..................................................  $10.00 

Reprint.  Soft  cover. 

1969  IRIS  CHECKLIST  ...............................................  $17.00 

Reprint.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1960-69. 

1979  IRIS  CHECKLIST  ...............................................  $17.00 

Reprint.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1970-79. 

REGISTRATIONS  AND  INTRODUCTIONS - 


1984  ......... 

.........  $4.00 

1988  ......... 

.........  $4.00 

1985  ......... 

.........  $4.00 

1989  ......... 

.........  $4.00 

1986  ......... 

.........  $4.00 

1990  ......... 

.........  $4.00 

1987  ......... 

.........  $4.00 

1991  ......... 

.........  $5.00 

BULLETINS:  Back  issues ,  if  available  .....................................  $3.00 

BRONZE  ANNIVERSARY  MEDALS  ......................................  $2.50 

The  AIS  50th  Anniversary  medal  in  antiqued  bronze.  Suitable  for  pendants,  show  prizes, 
and  special  awards. 

AIS  SEALS  ......................................  Pack-— $2.50;  5  Packs-$10.00 

Self-adhesive  ovals  larger  than  a  half  dollar,  official  design  in  blue  and  green  on  a  silver 
background.  (50  per  pack) 

RHS  COLOUR  CHARTS  ..............................................  $45.00 

Set  of  four  color  fans,  plus  instruction  leaflet. 

1992  AIS  CALENDAR  ....................................  $5.00—10  for  $30.00 

Prices  include  postage  and  handling. 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society 

Send  order  to  Charles  J.  Lack,  718  West  67th  Street,  Tulsa,  GK  74132-1808 

Phone  (918)  445-2222 
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IRIS  SLIDES  FOR  RENT 

AIS  offers  a  number  of  iris  slide  sets  for  rental  to  members,  each  consisting  of  approximately 
100  35mm  slides.  These  provide  excellent  programs  for  both  iris  societies  and  garden  clubs. 

SLIDE  SETS  AVAILABLE  FOR  1993 

THE  NEWEST  IN  IRISES:  1990  through  1993  introductions — mostly  TB,  but  contains 

other  types. 

RECENT  AWARD  WINNERS:  HM  and  AM  winners— 1989  through  1992. 

THE  POPULARITY  POLL:  Favorite  irises  as  reflected  by  the  1992  AIS  Symposium. 
RECENT  BEAUTIES:  Recent  introductions  which  have  not  as  yet  won  the  HM  award — 

mostly  TB,  but  includes  other  types. 

TYPES  OTHER  THAN  TALL  BEARDED:  Bearded  and  beardless — arranged  in  ap¬ 
proximate  blooming  sequence. 

RELIABLES:  Mostly  past  award  winners  of  various  types — especially  suited  for  newer 
iris  societies  and  garden  clubs. 

1990  OMAHA  CONVENTION 

1991  WASHINGTON  D.  C.  CONVENTION 

To  Order:  Requests  for  slides  should  be  made  well  in  advance  of  requested  date,  preferably 
six  to  eight  weeks.  If  optional,  specify  alternate  sets  and/or  dates.  Clearly  PRINT  name  and 
mailing  address  to  whom  slides  are  to  be  sent.  Rental  fee  is  $7.50  per  set,  payable  to  AIS. 
Only  one  set  allowed  for  any  request  date.  AIS  Affiliate  Societies  are  entitled  to  one  free  set 
per  calendar  year.  Slide  sets  are  to  be  returned  next  day  after  viewing  by  PRIORITY  mail. 
Send  check  with  request  to: 

Howard  Shockey,  Chairman 

Slides  Committee 

4611  Rio  Grande  Lane,  N.W. 

Albuquerque,  NM  87107 
Note:  Telephone  calls  cannot  be  returned. 

SECTION  SLIDES  AVAILABLE 

The  various  Sections  of  AIS  also  have  slide  sets  available  for  rent.  These  feature  irises  of 
each  respective  group.  Rental  fee  is  $5.00  per  set,  unless  noted  otherwise.  Requests  for 
these  slide  sets  should  be  submitted  as  follows: 

ARILS  and  ARILBREDS:  Order  from  Clay  H.  Osborne,  47806  Calle  Fiesta,  Indio,  CA 
92201.  Rental  fee  $7.50 — Check  to  Aril  Society  International. 
HISTORIC  IRIS  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY  (HIPS):  Contact  Joan  Cooper,  212  West 
Country  Rd.  C,  St.  Paul,  MN  55113.  Check  to  HIPS. 

JAPANESE:  Order  from  John  Coble,  9823  E.  Michigan  Ave.,  Galesburg,  MI  49053. 
Check  to  Japanese  Iris  Society. 

LOUISLANAS:  Order  from  La  Vera  Burkett,  1002  Randall,  Searcy,  AR  72143.  Check  to 
LISA. 

MEDIANS:  Order  from  Terry  Aitken,  608  N.W.  119th  St,  Vancouver,  WA  98685.  Check 
to  MIS. 

REBLOOMERS:  Contact  Diana  Nicholls,  4724  Angus  Drive,  Gainesville,  VA  22065. 
Check  to  Reblooming  Iris  Society. 

SIBERIANS:  Order  from  Thomas  Abrego,  P.O.  Box  693,  Newberg,  OR  97132.  Check 
to  Society  for  Siberian  Irises. 

SPECIES:  Several  sets  available — Order  from  Helga  Andrews,  11  Maple  Ave. ,  Sudbury, 
MA  01776.  Check  to  SIGNA. 

SPURIAS:  To  order,  contact  Marilyn  Holloway,  673  Acacia  Ave.,  Sacramento,  CA 
95815.  Check  to  Spuria  Iris  Society. 
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ATTENTION  HYBRIDIZERS 

The  Sooner  State  Iris  Society 
is  pleased  to  announce  the  fourteenth  annual 

POLLEN  DAUBERS’  SEMINAR 

February  26-27, 1993 
The  Society  is  pleased  to  feature 

TERRY  AITKEN 

on  hybridizing  a  variety  of  types  of  irises 

Festivities  begin  on  February  26  at  7:30  p.m.  with  the  first  yearly  meeting  of  the 
Society.  Our  guest  expert  will  give  the  program  (no  charge).  On  the  27th,  Pollen 
Daubers’  sessions  will  be  held  from  9:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.  ($20.00  per  person). 
For  assistance,  write: 

Dr.  William  E.  Jones 

2312  Butternut  Place  1-405-478-3498  Edmond,  OK  73013 

or  come  at  6:00  p.m.  on  February  26, 1993,  to 
Will  Rogers  Garden  Center,  3400  N.W.  36  St.,  Oklahoma  City 


SUNCATCHER  WINNERS 

We  had  very  good  response  to  our  introductory  offer  for  Suncatcher  (see  page 
66,  April  ’92,  AIS  Bulletin).  The  pre-selected  number  was  322— -a  composite  of 
my  age  (80),  Glady’s  age  (77),  and  our  three  children’s  ages. 

One  contestant  had  the  right  idea,  but  even  though  she  added  in  the  family’s 
cat’s  age,  her  family  was  too  young,  and  she  couldn’t  come  up  with  a  high  enough 
number. 

No  one  guessed  our  pre-selected  number,  so  we  have  decided  to  give  a 
rhizome  of  Suncatcher  to  the  three  contestants  who  came  within  five: 


Gizelle  Carpenter,  Shelton,  WA  ......... 

Judy  Fritz,  Tenton,  WA  ................ 

Eleanor  Zdellner,  Scottsdale,  AZ  ........ 

Congratulations  to  these  lucky  people! 

Allan  Ensminger 

VARIGAY  GATOE^S 

Route  3 


.#325 

.#326 

.#317 


Lincoln,  NE  68505 


Introducing  for  1992 

FOREVER  SNOW— SIB,  36",  ML.  Nicely  flaring  white  with 
yellow  (RHS  7 A)  in  throat.  Sdlg.  ST-1-3.  Dreaming  Yellow  X 
unknown . .  . . .  $25.00 

BLUE  MOUND— SIB,  34",  ML.  S.  violet  blue  (RHS  9  4B);  F.  same, 
greyed  yellow  throat  with  white  at  the  bottom.  Many  stalks.  Sdlg. 
ST-1-6,  sib  to  Forever  Snow.  ........................  $25.00 

NADINE  YUNKER 

N.  7233  County  K  Taycheedah,  WI  54935 
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Natural  Way  to 
a-Free  Plants 


KHte:  Aphids  •Whiteflies 
Mealy  Bugs*  Red  Spiders 
Moths*  Gnats*  Spider  Mites 
Mosquitoes*  Web  Worms*  Etc. 


CAUTION 


NATURAL 

PYRETHRINS 


IHSECnODe 

SPRAY 


morn 


kJ 


r  ^0 


stony  point  ceramic  design 


FOR  SPECIAL  OCCASIONS  OR  EVERYDAY  USE 

Hand  painted  iris  motif  on  stoneware  clay. 

Trays,  mugs,  bowls,  plates  and  more. 
Catalog:  $1.00  (deductible) 

992  Kenmore  Ln  #1,  Santa  Rosa,  California  95407 
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Dual  Triennial 
Single  Life  . . . 
Dual  Life  . . . 


AIS  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 

Single  Annual  . $  12.50 

Single  Triennial  . 30.00 

Dual  Annual .  15.50 

Youth  Member,  Without  Bulletin  . 

Youth  Member,  With  Bulletin . 

OVERSEAS  RATES 

Single  Annual  . $15.00  Dual  Annual . .$18.00 

Single  Triennial . 37.50  Dual  Triennial  . . 45.00 

Overseas  memberships  include  first  class  Bulletin  and  are  payable  in  U.S.  Curren- 


37.50 
250.00 
300.00 
. .  3.00 
. .  4.50 


cy 

single 

single 

family 

family 

SECTION  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 

annual 

triennial 

annual 

triennial 

Median  Iris  Society  . 

. . .  5.50 

15.00 

8.00 

22.50 

Society  for  Siberian  Irises  . 

. .  .  5.00 

13.00 

6.00 

15.00 

Spuria  Iris  Society . 

. .  .  5.00 

12.00 

6.00 

14.00 

Society  for  Japanese  Irises . 

. .  .  3.50 

9.00 

4.00 

10.50 

Reblooming  Iris  Society . 

. .  .  4.00 

10.00 

5.00 

12.00 

Society  for  Pacific  Coast 

Native  Iris  . 

.  .  .  4.00 

10.00 

5.00 

12.00 

Species  Iris  Group  of 

North  America  . 

. .  .  3.50 

9.00 

4.50 

10.50 

Louisiana  Iris  Society  of  America . 

. . .  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Dwarf  Iris  Society  . 

.  . .  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Historic  Iris  Preservation  Society  . 

.  . .  5.00 

12.00 

6.00 

15.00 

Membership  in  AIS  sections  is  open  to  all  AIS  members.  Payment  may  be  made 
directly  to  the  Section,  or  may  be  made  payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society  and 
sent  to  AIS  Membership  Secretary,  Marilyn  Harlow,  P.O.  Box  8455,  San  Jose,  CA 
95155-8455 


PLANNING 
TO  MOVE  ? 


DON'T  FORGET 
TO  NOTIFY  THE 
MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY 

Marilyn  Harlow 

P.O.  Box  8455  San  Jose,  CA  95155-8455 
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ACME  IRIS  GARDENS 

Irises  by  George 
P.O.  Box  431 
Carson  City,  Ml  48811 

Descriptive  price  list  available 
after  April  15  for  $2.00  


Medians,  Dwarfs,  Tails 
Species 

In  1992,  Introducing 
Dwarfs  &  Medians  for 
Boswell,  Sindt, 
Hager,  &  Albers 

Catalogue  $2.00;  Refundable 
Color  And  B&W  Illustrations 


Aitken's 
Salmon  Creek 
Garden 

608  NW 1 1 9  St.,  Vancouver,  W A.  98685 
Display  Garden  Open  to  Visitors 

(10  Miles  North  of  Portland) 

MDB,  SDB,  IB,  BB,  MTB 
IB,  PCN,  JA,  SIB,  GUESTS 

Top  Quality  Irises  by  the 
World's  Leading  Hybridizers 

Send  $2.00  for  Color  Catalog 


ADAMGROVE 

Irises  •  Daylilies  •  Peonies 


DAMGROVE 

Rte.  1 ,  Box  246 
California,  MO  65018 


ANDERSON  IRIS 
GARDENS 

22179  Keather  Ave.,  N. 
Forest  Lake,  Minn.  55025 
(612)  433-5268 


AMBERWAY 

GARDENS 

5803  AMBERWAY  DR 
ST.  LOUIS  MO  63128 

1000  IB,  IB,  SDB,  BB,  MTB,  MDB 
450  REBLOOMING  VARIETIES 


Over  550  varieties  of  Northern 
grown  TB  irises  at  reasonable 
prices.  Catalog  includes  some  of 
the  finest  peonies  and  daylilies. 

Send  $1.00  for  catalog 


CATALOG  $1 

DEDUCTIBLE  WITH  FIRST  ORDER 
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Y5E  HRI L  PRTCR 

3843  Concord  Blvd. 
Concord  CA.  94519 

firil  Jr  lirilbrnd 

Introductions  from 

‘Mich,  “Hager,  “Wood, 


‘Boswell,  &  ‘Whitely 

Catalog  $.75 

Babbette's  Gardens 

Specializing  in  TBs  and  Daylilies 

Send  $1  for  Catalog 

Please  make  checks 
payable  to: 

Babbette  Sandt 
P.O.  Box  500018 
Palmdale,  CA 
93591 -0018. 

Video  tape  of 
gardens  available  j 
for  $10  '  includes 
catalog  '  specify 
VHS  or  Beta. 

BAY  VIEW  GARDENS 

of  Joseph  J.  Ghio 

1201  Bay  St.,  Santa  Cruz,  Calif.  95060 


SPECIALIZING  IN 
LOUISIANA  IRIS 
CATALOG  ON  REQUEST! 
LARGE  SELECTION  OF  CULTIVARS 
QUANTITY  PRICES  AVAILABLE 

ED  AND  RUSTY  OSTHEIMER 

1831  Bull-Run 
Schriever,  LA  70395 
PHONE:  504-446-2329 


BROOK-PARK 
IRIS  GARDEN 

Ingeborg  Hempel 
6500  -  74 Vz  Ave.  North 
Brooklyn  Park,  MN  55428 

Featuring  MDB,  SDB,  IB,  MTB, 
BB  irises  and  more. 


Send  $1.50  for  catalog  listing  the 
finest  in  Tall,  Louisiana,  Pacifica 
and  Spuria  irises. 


Old  &  New 
Varieties 
GREAT  VALUES 

Send  $1 .00  lor  catalog 

BLUEBIRD  HAVEN 

I1IS  GARDEN 

6940  FAIRPLAY  ROAD 
SOMERSET,  CA  95684 

II I  llll  Hill  III  — — i— 


Send  $1.00  for  catalog  refund¬ 
able  with  first  order. 


BROWN’S 

SUNNYHILL  GARDENS 

Opal  L.  Brown 

"YOUR  ASSURANCE  OF  QUALITY" 

FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 
MODERN  TALL  BEARDED  IRIS 

Catalog  on  request 
—  No  Color  — 

Route  3,  Box  102 
Milton-Freewater 
Oregon  97862 
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GEORGE  C.  BUSH 

CLEAN  SHAVEN  IRIS  (beardless) 
Comprehensive  price  list  for  a  stamp 


VISITORS  ALWAYS  WELCOME 
1739  Memory  Lane  Extd.,  York,  PA  17402 
Ph.  717/755-0557 


Iris 

Day  li  lies 
Hosta 
Peonies 
Perennials 


Busse  Gardens 

“The  Minnesota  Perennial  People  ” 
Rt.  2  -  Box  238 


Specializing  in  TBs,  BBs,  IB,  SDBs  and  Spurias. 

CAPE  IMS  GARDENS 

822  Rodney  Vista  Blvd. 

Cape  Girardeau,  MO  63701 

Catalog  $1.00  —  Refundable 


Cokato,  Minnesota  553,2  I 

Catalog  $2.00  -  Deductible 


CAL  DIXIE 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Largest  selection  of  quality  afford¬ 
able  bearded  irises  (New  and  old)  in 
Southern  California. 

Herb  and  Sara  Hoik 

14115  Pear  St. 
Riverside,  CA  92508 

Catalog  on  request.  After  March  15, 
please  send  two  first  class  stamps. 


CALLOWAY’S  IRIS 

Route  #1,  Box  275 
Big  Spring,  KY  40106 


Dave  Niswonger,  Hybridizer  and  Grower 


COMANCHE  ACRES 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Route  1,  Box  258 
Gower,  MO  64454 

Quality  TB,  BB,  LA  and  Bulb 
type  irises  at  reasonable  prices. 

Introductions  by  Jim  Hedgecock, 
Henry  Rowlan  and  Hyram 
Ames. 


TB  irises  at  reasonable  prices 

Send  two  first-class  stamps 
for  descriptive  price  list 


Beautiful  New 
Color  Catalog  $3.00 


CHEHALEM  GARDENS 


CONTEMPORARY  GARDENS 


Tom  and  Ellen  Abrego 
P.  O.  Box  693  Newberg,  OR  97132 

SIBERIAN  AND  SPURIA  IRIS 

Descriptive  price  list 
available  upon  request 


of  Perry  Dyer 

Box  534  Blanchard,  OK  73010 

A  diversified  collection  of  tall  beardeds, 
medians,  Louisianas  and  daylilies.  1992 
price  list  available  in  March.  Please  send  2 
first-class  stamps  with  your  request. 
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r&r 

AMl^OOLEY’S 

GARDENS 


11553  Silverton  Rd.,  N.E. 

P.O.  Box  126 

SILVERTON,  OREGON  97381 

FEATURING 
THE  FINEST  OF 
TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 
QUALITY  RHIZOMES 

Incomparable  Iris  catalog  in  color 


D.  and).  GARDENS 

7872  Howell  Prairie  Road,  N.E. 
Silverton,  OR  97381 

Introductions  of  Joyce 
and  Duane  Meek 

See  our  ad  In  the  April  Bulletin 
Send  two  stamps  for  catalog 

DAVID  IRIS  FARM 

Rt.  1 ,  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa  5050 1 

Northern  Grown  Iris 

Newer  &  older  varieties — reasonable  prices 
TB— BB— IB— SDB— MTB— MDB 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  list 
SDB  Specials 


Free  with  your  first  order 
of  the  season 

and  to  our  recent  customers 

or 

Send  $3.00  for  the  catalog, 
then  deduct  it  from 
your  first  catalog  order. 


JBiatie’s 

Iris  Garden 

547  North  Ashland,  Mesa  AZ 
Newer  and  older 
tall  bearded  varieties 


COTTAGE  GARDENS 

Featuring  introductions  of 
Bob  Brown,  Jim  Begley,  Larry 
lauer,  Joanne  Loop,  Jim  McWhirter, 
Virginia  Messick  and  Vernon  Wood. 

Please  send  for  Free  Catalog 
of  Tall  Bearded  and  Median  Irises. 

11314  Randolph  Road 
Wilton,  CA  95693 
916/687-6134 


IRIS  and  COLLECTIBLES 
Jim  and  Vicki  Craig 

16325  S.W.  113  Ave.,  Tigard,  OR  97224 
Tetraploids 
MTB— IB— BB— TB 


at  reasonable  prices 

Send  first  class  stamp  for 
descriptive  price  list 
to: 

PO  Box  5267,  Mesa  AZ  85201 


Send  first  class  stamp  for 
descriptive  price  list 


C.  CriscoIa 
Inis  GarcIen 

Rt.  2,  Box  183 
Walla  Walla,  WA  99362 
(509)  525-4841 

TIB,  SDB,  BB,  BB 

Send  two  stamps  for  price  list 


PINK  TAFFETA 


Beautiful:  Fine  Photo  Reproduction 
with  warm  soft  colors  and  deep  mellow  hues 
16"  x  20"  $100.00 

finely  detailed  original  oil  painting  photo 
PLEASE  ORDER  FROM  THIS  AD 
Dorothea’s  Studio 
5877  N.  Harlem 
Chicago,  Illinois  60631 
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Eight  Mile  ^ 
Grove  Gardens' 


Specializing  in  TB  Iris 
&  Daylilies 
Introductions  of 
Tim  Stanek 

$1.00  for  list  (refundable  w/order) 

P.O.  Box  7225 
Omaha,  NE  68107 


ENCHANTED  IRIS  GARDEN 


715  Central  Canyon 
Nampa,  Idaho  83651 
Newer  TBs — reasonable  prices 

Send  $1.00  postage  for  catalog 


GARDEN  of  the 
ENCHANTED  RAINBOW 


Specialists  in  Japanese  Iris.  Catalog  of 
descriptions  with  culture  page  $2.00. 

9823  E.  Michigan  Ave. 
Galesburg,  Mich.  49053 


PERENNIALS 

Extensive  list  of  top-quality  nursery 
propagated  northern  grown  perennials 
for  the  fine  and  unique  gardener. 


REASONABLE  Prices 
Best  of  the  OLD. 

Many  NEW  ones. 
REBLOOMERS. 
Some  MEDIANS. 


Featuring  exclusively 
McEwen  Siberian  Iris 


Informative  catalog  $1.50 


FIELDSTONE  GARDENS,  INC. 


Indication  of  excellent  garden  growers. 
Also  indication  of  a  reblooming  season 
for  reblooming  varieties. 

1992  Catalog  —  $1.00 

Jordan  A.  &  Bernice  M.  Miller 
Rt.  4  Box  439B,  Killen,  Alabama  35645 


COPY  DEADLINES 

January  issue . Oct.  15 

April  issue  . Jan.  15 

July  issue . Apr.  15 

October  issue  . July  1 5 


620  Quaker  Lane  Vassalboro,  Me  04989-9713 


STOCK  REDUCTION 

of  1960  and  earlier  iris 

Many  Dykes 

-  $2.00  each  +  postage  - 

Send  SASE  for  List 

Appliqued  or  Painted  Iris 

Sweatshirts  •  Rags  -  Tote  Bags  •  Misc. 
Send  SASE  for  List 

FOXES'  IRIS  PATCH 

R.R.  5,  Box  382  Huron,  S.D.  57350 
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IEVERGRE 

1  GARDEN  PLANT 

:en 

■  LABELS 

■ 

1.  Durable  Steel 
Markers 

2.  Tag 
Stakes. 


3.  Bloom- 
stalk 

Supports. 

•  Send  First  1 1 
Class  Stamp 
for  Brochure  to 


P.  O.  BOX  922 

|  CI.OVEKDAl  E. 

CA  95425 

FRIENDSHIP  GARDENS 

specializing  in 

REBLOOMING 

and 

TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 

Descriptive  Catalog  $1.00 
Deductible  from  First  Order 


Joan  and  Ken  Roberts 
2590  Welhvorth  Way 
West  Friendship,  MD 
21794 


Introducing  .  .  . 


REPORT  ON 
IRIS  FRAGRANCES 

A  listing  of  fragrances  of  approximately 
2000  varieties  as  reported  by  60  members 
of  A.I.S.  Iris  Fragrance  Robins  during 
1975-1988.  Descriptions  are  from  A.I.S. 
Registration  Books. 

225  pages.  Xeroxed.  In  ring  binder. 
$55.00,  including  postage. 

Louise  Clay  Smith 
Fragrance  Iris  Gardens 
5013  Hickory  Signpost  Road 
Williamsburg,  Virginia  23185 
(804)  229-3314 


GARDENERS  SOURCE  GUIDE 

New  1992  Directory 

510  nursery  and  seed  mail  order  companies 
offering  FREE  catalogs.  Many  full  color!  Flowers, 
plants,  vegetables,  trees,  everything. 

$5.00 

P.O.  Box  206  AB  Oowanda,  NY  14070-0206. 


•0/Yicc  &arc/e/i& \<>h/ 

(Oliver  House) 

featuring  Histories 

Mary  Friesen 

N3739  City  Hwy  K,  Granton,  WI  54436 

We  are  the  rebirth  of  GRACE  GAR" 
DENS  of  Baraboo,  WI.  Since  Charles 
&  Frances  Schluter  retired,  daughter. 
Mary  Friesen  and  family  moved  the 
stock  north  to  Granton,  WI. 

In  addition  to  Histories  and  favorite 
oldies,  we  are  expanding  our  stock  of 
new  bearded  irises  and  daylilies.  We  will 
continue  to  feature  the  WEATHER 
RESISTANT  METAL  MARKERS 
advertised  in  this  Bulletin  over  the  past 
few  years. 

We  would  love  to  hear  from  any  of  Mom 
&  Dad’s  past  customers.  We  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  same  fine  quality  plants 
and  service  they  provided. 

Send  first  class  stamp  for  price  list 
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Is  your  garden 
losing  its  identity? 
We  have 
a  solution... 

Custom  printed 
ins  markers 
from  Garden  Fonts... 

... durable ,  attractive, 
easy  to  read... 
and  affordable! 

Do  yourself 
(and your  irises) 
a  favor... 
send  for  your 
free  sample  marker 
and  brochure  today! 

Garden  Fonts 
Box  54  RFD  1 
Bamstead  NH  03218 


HILDENBRANDT'S 

and 

PRAIRIE  PROMISE 
IRIS  GARDENS 


ILLINI  IMS 

D.  STEVE  VARNER 
N.  State  St.  Rd. 
Route  3,  Box  5 
Monticello,  IL  61856 
Phone  21 7-762-3446 
Hybridizer  and  Grower 

TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  and 
Siberian  Irises 
Tetraploid  Memerocallis 

Lilacs  and  Peonies  for  pickup  from 
nursery  only 

Please  send  $1 .00  for  descriptive 
price  list. 

THE  IRIS  POND 

TB  •  IB  •  MTB  •  SDB  •  Rebloomers 
Siberian  •  JA  •  Species 
Send  $1 .00  for  list 

CLARENCE  MAHAN 

731 1  Churchill  Rd.,  McLean,  VA  22101 

J  &  L  IRIS 

2640  N.  Bluff  -  Wichita,  KS  67220 
Specializing  in  Miniature  and 
Standard  Dwarf  Bearded  Irises 
Catalogue  available  for  a 
stamped,  self-addressed  envelope 


HC  84,  Box  4  —  Lexington,  NE  68850 


Jim  Fry 


Catalog  for  two  first  class  stamps. 
Featuring  introductions  of  Mrs.  B.  Wolff 
and  listing  1,000  varieties  of  SDB,  IB, 
BB,  AB  and  TB  Irises. 

Also  Peonies  and  Hostas. 


249  Coffee  Rd-Petf.rsburg,  TN  37144 
A  selection  of  older  and  reblooming  irises 
-  Catalog  on  request  - 


IRIS  TEST  GARDENS 

1010  Highland  Park  Drive 
College  Place,  WA  99324 

Home  of  exotic  and  exclusive  double  rimmers. 

Catalog  50<: 


KAREN’S  IRIS 

Route  20,  Box  2305 
Springfield,  MO  65803 
Phone:  417/833-2916 

1500  varieties  of  newer  irises. 
Sold  locally  only.  If  you  are  in 
Missouri,  come  see  me. 


Knee-Deep  in  June 

708  N.  10th  St. 

St.  Joseph,  MO  64501 

Mitch  Jameson  —  Reggie  Edelman 

A  selection  of  fine  bearded  Iris 
Catalog  —  $1.00  —  Deductible 


Hill  &  Hollow 
Gardens 
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Little  Valley  Ranch 

9087  Steele  Canyon  Rd 
Napa,  CA  94558 

We  Specialize  in  quality 
TB  Irises  at  affordable  prices 
Send  for  FREE  catalog. 


Lo: 

n 

leS 

ta 

J 

r 

S  R  i  S 

GARDENS 

Specializing  in  Louisiana  Irises 

Our  1992  Catalog,  one  of  the 
most  complete  and  comprehensive 
ever  offered,  lists  more  than  300 
Louisiana  Iris  hybrids  and  species. 

Our  offerings  range  from  classic, 
hard-to-find  cultivars  to  many  of  the 
most  recent  tetraploids  and  introduc¬ 
tions  from  Australia.  The  catalog  is 
$2.  Please  write  for  yours  today. 

J.  Farr  on  Campbell  •  Dennis  Vercher 
Proprietors 

5637  Saddleback  Road  •  Garland  TX  75043 


G A  R  DEN S 

P.O.  Box  19;  Boulder,  CO  80306 
Since  1905 

Iris  from  the  "Top  of  the  World" 

Featuring  Iris  from:  Magee, 
Durrance,  Hoage,  Lyons, 
Jorgensen,  and  others 


LAURIE'S  GARDEN 

Lorena  M.  Reid 

Japanese  and  Siberian  Irises 

Cal-Sibes,  Evansia,  Water  Irises, 
other  beardless  species  &  hybrids 
Domestic  only 

List  in  Spring  for  1st  class  stamp 

41886  McKenzie  Hwy. 
Springfield,  OR  97478 

fl5£I - 

|j§orettafs 

Iris  Garden 

1412  Tungsten 
Truth  or  Consequences,  NM  87901 

650  Verities 

Featuring  MDB,  SDB,  IB, 
BB.MTB,  TB  &  Arilbred 
Send  50c  &SASE  for  Price  List 


LOUISIANA  NURSERY 

Ken,  Belle,  Albert  and  Dalton  Durlo 

CHOICE 

LOUISIANA  IRISES 

TETRAPLOID  AND  DIPLOID 

Our  new  7  5 -page  Louisiana  Iris  and 
Daylily  catalog  is  available  for  $3.00 
per  copy — deductible  from  your  first 
catalog  order.  U  describes  over  1000 
of  the  most  advanced  tetraploid  and 
diploid  daylilies  and  Louisiana  irises 
available  anywhere.  It  also  lists  over 
100  hard  to  find  bulbs  and  related 
plants.  Cultural  instructions  in¬ 
cluded. 

RT.  7  BOX  43 

OPELOUSAS,  LOUISIANA  70570 
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LORRAINE'S 
(miff  IRIS  PATCH 

/MP  2026  Rd  11  N.W. 

Quincy,  WA  98848 
l  Dykes  and  many  older  Iris  at 

yS'AfFJ  most  reasonable  prices. 

M  '"s'l  \  Price  list  on  request 

The  Arilbred  i  | 

Specialists 

/r  /  ifi 

VSV'" 

Catalog  $ 1.00  ® 

Refunded  on  First  Order 

McAllister's  Iris  Gardens 

P.O.  Box  112 

Fairacres ,  NM  88033 

M.  A.  D.  GARDEN 

Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  introductions  only 

4828  Jella  Way 

North  Highlands,  CA  95660 

See  our  ad  in  April  Bulletin 

MANCHESTER  GARDEN 

614  Nandale  Ln.  Manchester,  MO  63021 
Irises  •  Daylilies  •  Peonies 
Introductions  of  Ann  Probst 

Many  varieties — bearded  and  beardless 
Historic  to  recent  introductions 
Catalog  on  request 

MELROSE  GARDENS 

309  Best  Road  South 
Stockton,  CA  95215 

$1 .00  for  our  THIRD  ANNUAL 
FAREWELL  CATALOG  in  COLOR 
listing  only  our  TALL  BEARDED  and 
REBLOOMING  IRIS 
INTRODUCTIONS  for  1992  and 
three  previous  years.  See  our  ads  in 
the  January  and  April  Bulletins. 

Ben  R.  Hager  and  Sid  DuBose 

Listing  the  newest  in  Tall  Bearded  and 
Median  irises  with  descriptions, 

“Hardy  irises  from  northern  Nebraska” 

MAPLE  TREE  GARDENS 

Larry  L.  Harder 

fpyty  RO,  Box  547 

S-y  VS*  Ponca,  Nebraska  68770 

Vr-\>4&  . 

COLOR 

CATALOG 

Send  500  for  catalog 


Medians  •  Tall  Bearded 


cTWaryott’s 

Qaitteip 

You  are  cordially  invited  to 
visit  our  one  acre  display 
garden  during  bloom  season. 
Call  for  information . 

1073  BIRD  AVE. 

SAN  JOSE,  CA  95125 
(408)  971-0444 


$2.00  on  request 
Foreign  ($4.00) 


Mid-America 
Gardens 

of  Paul  Black 


3409  N.  Geraldine 
Oklahoma  City,  OK. 
73112 
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MILLAR  MOUNTAIN  NURSERY 

Specialising  in  beardless  Irises  and  Hostas 


Japanese,  Siberian  and  Species  Irises. 

5086  McLay  Road 
R.R.  3  Duncan,  B.C. 

Canada  V9L  2X1 


NEWBURN’S 
IRIS  GARDENS 

1415  Meadow  Dale  Drive 
Lincoln,  NE  68505 

Growing  over  1,000  varieties  of  tall 
bearded  irises. 

Some  new  and  many  older  irises  at  rea¬ 
sonable  prices. 


Catalogue  $2.00 


U.S.  cheques  accepted! 


Price  List  on  Request 


Miller’s  Manor 
(Sar&ens 


Roger  and  Lynda  Miller 
3167  E.  U.S.  224 
Ossian,  IN  46777 

MDBs,  Medians 
TBs,  Siberians 
Newest  irises  at  affordable  prices 

Send  stamp  for  catalog 


NICHOLLS  GARDENS 

Japanese 
Rebloomers 
Siberian-Species 
LA-Median-TB 
Also  Daylilies 

4724  Angus  Dr.,  Gainesville,  VA  22065 
Catalog  $1.00  refundable 


S' 


oWofttfc  <-Ptae  Qaftdens 

Mary  Ferguson 

P.O.  Box  595  Norfolk,  NE  68701 

Newer  TB  and  Median  Irises 


MOONSHINE  GARDENS 

TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 


Jack  &  Phyllis  Dickey 
(707)  433-8408 


California  Certified  Nursery 
5080  West  Soda  Rock  Ln. 
Healdsburg,  CA  95448 


Iris  Wind  Chimes 
Iris  Clapper  for  your 
Chimes 

Iris  Windsocks,  hand 
painted,  personalized 
And  other  iris  items 


Send  5 2<t  stamp  for  price  list. 


NORTH  FORTY  PERENNIALS 

Jared  Harris 
3088  S.  Hwy.  89-91 
College  Ward,  Utah  84321 

Growing  and  cold-testing  TB  varieties  yearly. 
Open  to  public  during  bloom  season. 

List  $1.00  refunded  with  order 


COPY  DEADLINES 

January  issue  . Oct.  15 

April  issue  ........  Jan.  15 

July  issue . Apr.  15 

October  issue  . July  15 
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OHIO  GARDENS 

102  Laramie  Road 
Marietta,  OH  45750 

Featuring  MTBs  of 

Mary  Louise  Dunderman 
and  W.  Terry  Varner 

Large  selection  of  MTBs 

Catalog  filled 
with  many  helpful  hints 

Send  $1.00  for  catalog 

PLEASURE  IRIS  GARDENS 
of 

Mrs.  Henry  (Luella)  Danielson 
425  East  Luna 

Chaparral,  New  Mexico  88021 

I  will  be  introducing  irises  for  the  late 
Henry  Danielson 

ARIL  and  ARILBRED  IRISES 

Since  1941 

See  our  ad  in  the 

January  Bulletin. 

Catalog  —  $1.00 

PEDERSON'S  IRIS  PATCH 

Sibley,  Dazey 

JT  Portable  ^fActes 

North  Dakota  58429 

- « 

Iris  Capitol 

Pacific  Coast  Native  and 

of  North  Dakota 

species  irises. 

Quality  Rhizomes 

First  class  stamp  for  listing. 

at  Competitive  Prices 

2087  Curtis  Drive 

Please  send  stamp  for  price  list 

Penngrove,  CA  94951 

RjU 

RIALTO  GARDENS 

John  Weiler 

1146  W.  Rialto 

\s 

Fresno,  CA  93705 

■MfcK/x  ) 

DISTINCTIVE  WEILER  IRIS 

GARDEN5 

Our  Own  Tall  Bearded 

And  Reblooming  SDB 

& 

Full  Line  of  Rebloomers 

Growing  over  1,460  varieties. 

TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB 

Specializing  in  TBs  of  recent 

List  on  Request 

introduction.  Cold  hardy  stock. 

RODERICK 

Send  $2.00  for  descriptive  (non- 

IRIS  &  DAYLILY  GARDEN 

color)  catalog.  (Deductible  from 

Route  2,  Box  2 1 99 

first  order). 

Farmington,  MO  63640 

114  Miller  Circle 

Featuring  Roderick  and  Stevens  irises 

Granite  Falls,  MN  56241 

Send  first  class  stamp  for  price  list 

Phone:  (612)  564-4406 

(Please  note  new  address) 
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8195  Bradshaw  Road,  Sacramento,  CA  95829 
Phone:(916)689-7460 

^a\\Bearded/f/s 


Send  $2.00  for  color  catalog 

(Deductible  from  1st  order) 

Our  72  page  catalog  features 
a  color  photo  of  every  flower 
we  offer. 


SINCE  1935 


09515  HWY.  50,  MURDOCK,  NE  68407-2041 

Collection  of  all  Dykes  available 
Send  self-addressed  stamped 
for  price  list 


3342  W.  Orangewood 


Phoenix ,  AZ  85051 

EEARDED-LOUISKANA-SPURIA 

Featuring  introductions  of 
Don  Shepard 
Bernard  Hamner 
Floyd  Wickenkamp 
Charles  Jenkins 
Beverly  Dopke 

GUARANTEED  QUALITY— 1000  Choices 
Send  1st  class  stamp  for  catalog 


SINGING  HELLS  FARM 

7232  S.  Garrison  CL 
Littleton,  Colorado  80123 

Beautiful  Iris  for  Distinctive  Homes 


Add  beautiful  iris  to  your  landscape 
Write  for  your  FREE  copy  of  our  1992 
Iris  catalog.  Catalog  will  be  mailed  after 
March  10th.  We  guarantee  all  our  plants 


3629  Quinahy  Road,  Salem,  Oregon  97303 


to  grow. 


Fine  Irises  for  discerning  collectors. 


GROWERS  -  HYBRIDIZERS  - 
ORIGINATORS 

America’s  Finest  Iris  Catalog,  accurate 
color  illustrations,  a  treasure  trove  of 
information. 

$3.00  (Deductible  from  1st  order) 


SOLO 

IRIS  GARDENS 

PO.  Box  210 
Solo,  MO  65564 

Growers  of  Tall  Bearded  Irises 
(Outstanding  in  our  field) 
Large  selection 

FREE  CATALOG  ON  REQUEST 
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SPANISH  FORK 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Darlene  Ptnegar 
40  South  200  West 
Spanish  Fork,  Utah  84660 

Send  first-class  stamp  for  descriptive  list  of  TB, 
Median  and  Arllbred  Irises.  U.S.A.  orders  only. 


SPRUCE  GARDENS 

RR  #2  Box  101 
Wisner  NE  68791 
900+  choice  newer  tall  bearded  irises 
100+  Medians 


500  Tall 
Bearded 
Varieties 
200  Medians 


Descriptive 
Catalog  $1.00 


SUNSET 

IRIS  GARDEN 

269  SUNSET  RD.  S.  W. 
ALBUQUERQUE,  NEW  MEXICO 
87105 

Sara  Doonan,  Master  Gardener 


Ttf, 

C9  HUS  GARDENS 

2536  Old  Highway 
Cathey’s  Valley,  CA  95306 

“California-quality”  stock 
at  very  reasonable  prices 

Most  bearded  classes  including 
rebloomers,  histories,  and 
arilbreds 

Send  two  first-class  stamps  for 
descriptive  catalog 


TB’S  PLACE 

1513  Ernie  Lane 
Grand  Prairie,  TX  75052 

Texas  tails,  Texas  tough 
Rhizomes  you  would  be  proud  of ..  . 


DAYLILIES 

HOSTA 

IRIS: 

JAPANESE 

SIBERIAN 

SPURIA 


U/tumSer 

George  6  Margaret  Sutton 
16592  Road  208 
Porterville,  CA  93257 

Catalog  Si. 00,  refunded  with  order 


THISTLE  RIDGE 
GARDENS 
1707  E.  Wide 
Indianapolis,  IN  46203 

Price  List  Available 
Please  send  two  1st  class  stamps 


TOWNS  END  GARDENS 

P.0.  Box  7865 
Roanoke,  VA  24019 
TB's,  MDB's  and  Rebloomer's 
SASE  for  Price  List 
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PLANT  MARKERS 

A  unique  and  attractive  tag.  All 
metal  and  long  lasting.  Permanent 
and  economical. 

Perfect  for  Iris 


VAGABOND  GARDENS 

of 

Frank  J.  Foster 

Tall  Bearded,  Medians 
and  Rebloomers 


Send  self-addressed  stamped  en¬ 
velope  for  description,  price  list 
and  picture. 

F.  R.  UNRUH 

37  Oaknoll  Road 
Wilmington,  Delaware  19808 
(302)  994-2328 

URANIUM 

COUNTRY  GARDENS 


New  Location 

Catalog  $1.00  -  Refunded  on  First  Order 

5916  Pleasantview  Lane 
Two  Rivers,  Wisconsin  54241 


THE  WILD 
MOUNTAIN  THYME 

486  Skiff  St. 


728-1675  Road 
Delta,  CO  81416 

NEWEST  VARIETIES  AND 
CLASSICS  INCLUDING 
DYKES  MEDAL  WINNERS 

Reasonable  prices.  List  50<t 


Bearded  Beardless 
Iris  Designs 


North  Haven,  CT  06473 


Tall  Bearded,  Arilbred,  Siberian, 
Japanese,  &  Species  Irises 
Write  for  catalog 


YORK  HILL  FARM 


WEARABLE 
IRIS  ART 

Shirts,  Totes,  Transfers,  Etc. 
CLUB  NAME  OR  LOGO 
Special  designs  considered 

SASE  for  INFO: 

Donna  Aldridge 
Aldridge  Studios 
7503  W.  54  Terr. 

Overland  Park  KS  66202 


DISTINCTIVE  PERENNIALS 
C a  QUALITY  IRISES 


Specializing  iii: 

JAPANESE  &  SIBERIAN  IRISES. 
UNCOMMON  HOSTAS.  DAYLILIES 
and  HERITAGE  ROSES 


Descriptive 

Catalog 

$1.00 

Simply  the 
‘Best"  Cultivars 


271  N. HAVERHILL  RD. 
KENSINGTON,  N.  H.  03833 


IU  S  stupmonls  only/ 
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REGIONS  AND  REGIONAL  VICE  PRESIDENTS 


1 —  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island:  Mrs.  Maurice  B.  Pope,  Jr.,  39  Highland  Avenue,  Gorham, 
ME  04038 

2  —  New  York:  Carl  M.  O’Shea,  Route  4,  Box  461,  Reservoir  Road,  Clinton, 

NY  13323 

3  —  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware:  Larry  Westfall,  60  Downing  Road,  Down- 

ingtown,  PA  19335 

4  —  Maryland,  District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and  North  Car¬ 

olina:  Mrs.  Andrew  C.  Warner,  16815  Falls  Road,  Upperco,  MD  21155 

5  —  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida  and  Puerto  Rico:  Mrs.  A.  D.  Wilder,  802 

Camellia  Drive,  Anderson,  SC  29625 

6 —  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan:  Mrs.  Anthony  Willott,  26231  Shaker  Blvd., 
Beachwood,  OH  44122 

7  —  Tennessee  and  Kentucky:  Mrs.  Donald  R.  King,  1017  Scramblers  Knob, 
Franklin,  TN  37064 

8 — Minnesota  and  Wisconsin:  Dr.  Norman  Frisch,  3565  Bambi  Lane, 
Oshkosh,  WI,  54904 

9  —  Illinois:  C.  J.  Simon,  10  S.  122  Lorraine  Drive,  Hinsdale,  IL  60521 

10  — Louisiana:  Albert  W.  Ernst,  214  Birch  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70506 

11  — Idaho,  Montana  and  Wyoming:  Carryl  Meyer,  2532  Highwood  Drive, 

Missoula,  MT  59803 

12  —  Utah:  Mrs.  Willard  Done,  1605  South,  800  East,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84105 

13  — Washington,  Oregon  and  Alaska:  Lyle  Fort,  2157  Hoxie,  Richland,  WA 

99352 

14 — Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Hawaii:  Bryce  Williamson,  P.O.  Box 
972,  Campbell,  CA  95009 

15  — Southern  California  and  Arizona:  Mrs.  D.  L.  Shepard,  3342  W.  Orange- 

wood,  Phoenix,  AZ  85051 

16  — Canada:  Gloria  McMillen,  R.R.  #1,  Norwich,  Ontario,  Canada  N0J  IPO. 

17  — Texas:  Jim  Keefe,  2100  Tarleton,  Midland,  TX  79707 

18 — Kansas  and  Missouri:  Riley  Probst,  418  N.  Van  Buren,  St.  Louis,  MO 
63122 

19  —  New  Jersey  and  Staten  Island:  Nancy  Szmuriga,  444  S.  5th  Ave. ,  Highland 

Park,  NJ  08904 

20  — Colorado:  David  G.  Miller,  14425  West  48th  Ave.,  Golden,  CO  80401 

21  — Iowa,  Nebraska,  South  Dakota  and  North  Dakota:  Opal  Wulf,  7172  S. 

70th  Street,  Route  9,  Lincoln,  NE  68516 

22  — Arkansas  and  Oklahoma:  Paul  W.  Gossett,  4107  E.  2nd  Place,  Tulsa,  OK 

74112 

23  — New  Mexico:  Doug  Goodnight,  1005  Gamblin  Lane,  Hobbs,  NM  88240 

24  —  Alabama  and  Mississippi:  T.  A.  Gilliam,  2022  Rodgers  Dr.  NE,  Huntsville, 

AL  35811 


Came  I  Foret 


Coral  &  White  Irises,  IV 

Enjoy  thf  '  Print  W0.00 

of  your  i  3  197  SI  XL  j*  -  SB 

year  05/94  1981  15  LJl  i  ®j|if  (Z'Vk&ckY\ov\s 

101  West  Pine  Street 
Ponchatoula,  Louisiana  70454 


Toll  Free: 

800-543-2541 

FAX: 

504-386-4221 
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